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OUR FIRST DUTY IS TO SEEK THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; 

A SERMON, 

By the Rev. JOHN SYM, 

Minister of the Old Greyfriar’e Church, Edinburgh. 


** Thy kingdom come. 

The reverence due to the Supreme Being 
requires that we should order our speech 
aright before him ; and, in the prayer which 
Christ taught Iiis disciples, a wise and ob- 
vious method is observed in the order in 
which the ' several petitions are presented. 
The first three petitions have a direct and 
special reference to God ; in the last three 
we solicit blessings which aiA ipore directly 
personal. This classification indicates de- 
sign ; and the peculiar nature of the classi- 
fication is very instructive, teaching us, as it 
docs, that even in our prayers, in wi^ich we 
are disposed to be selfishly personal, w’e 
should give unto the Lord the glory due 
unto his name, and seek first the kingdom 
of God. It is farther to be remarked, that 
a method is observed in the order in which 
each of the petitions is presented. In regard 
to the former class, the petition that is first 
in point of order, is first in point of import- 
ance. The ultimate end for which God 
made us and all things, was the manifesta- 
tion of his own glory. The promotion of 
this end, then, must be the noblest cmploy- 
xnent in which man can engage ; and if his 
views and sentiments coincide with those of 
the Most High, the accomplishment of this 
end naust be the object of nis first and most 
earnest desire. Since the advancement of 
His own glory, then, is the great object that 
God has in view in all that he does, it lies 
upon us as a duty not only of imperative 
ebligalion, but also of prime importance, to 
seek the accomplishment of this His great 
design. And as this petition is thus most 
iighteously, so it is most naturally preferred 
to the first place in that form of pr^er 
which Christ taught to his disciples. The 
prayer of the wicked is an abomination to 
^e Lord. He only prays acceptably, who 
is renewed after the image of Him who 
^eated him. Bat if the advancement of 
is the grand object for 


” — Matthew vi. 10. 

God made us and all things, and if he may* 
so speak the object of his chief desire, and 
if the acceptable worshipper is renewed in 
righteousness, knowledge, and true holiness, 
after the image of God, then it is obvious 
that the great object and chief desire of God 
and of the renewed man must be one and 
the same ; and w'hile it is and must be 
the last wish of a man retaining his native 
selfishness and depravity, that God should 
be glorified in all his works, and especially 
that he should bo known and sanctified by 
his Intelligent creatures, it is on the other 
hand the most natural of all things, that the 
new' man, in addressing his supplications to 
his heavenly Father, should pour forth first 
the uppermost wish of his heart, saying, 
“ Hallowed be thy name.” 

It is not, then, we conceive, a fanciful or 
far-fetched idea, that this petition was in- 
tended to take precedence of all others ; nor 
is it less natural and wise that it should be 
follow'ed by the petition of the text, inas- 
much as the coming of the kingdom of God 
was that event which w as to afford the most 
illustrious manifestation of the glory of God— 
that event whereby God was most signally 
to sanctify himself, and which was to afford 
to Ills rational creatures the most ample aids 
and opportunities for hallowing hia name 5 
and this petition again wisely and naturally 
precedes the third ; because the coming cUf 
the kingdom of God w’as that event which 
was most fully and effectually to discover 
the way, and supply the inducements, and 
furnish the means for enabljing us to do the 
w ill of God in cartt as it is done in heaven. 

There is, then, a wise and obvious me- 
thod in the order in which the several peti- 
tions in this prayer are presented ; and it ia 
of consequence to observe this method, not 
only that we may discover the wisdom of 
Chii^ manifested therein, but also that w& 
xaay came to the consideration of each of 
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the pettiioiis linger niat sense of its Import- 1 
anco apd 4esimb]eaese, which is iiidtcated , 
by the place and prominence assigned to it. ! 
The kingdom of heaven, or the kingdom of. 
0o(L is a phrase which is used in various | 
slgnilicaiiorts by our Lord and his Apostles. 
Without enumerating all the meanings which 
have been attached to it, we may observe, 
that as it is used in the text, it has frequently 
been considered as referring to the kingdom 
of providence, the kingdom of grace, and 
the kingdom of glory. But God reigned in 
the kingdom of providence as much before 
the coming of Clirist as he has done since. 
At no time did he cease to exercise his pro- 
vidential government, and at no time, there- 
fore, from the creation of the world, could 
tlie prayer be offered in reference to his 
providence: “Thy kingdom come.” Nor 
can wc consider the text as referring to the 
kingdom of grace, as that phrase is some- 
times understood. If by the kingdom of 
grace is meant the reign of the Sfiirit in our 
souls — and this seems to be its meaning in 
stich passages as these, “the kingdom of 
God is within you “tlie kingdom of God is 
not meats drinks, but righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” — then 
this reign was not to coma ; it had already 
been cxerciticd in all the Old Testament 
•aints, and God had always had a seed to 
•erve Him. Besides, if the “ kingdom of 
God” means in the text the kingdom of 
grace, in the sense we have supposed, then 
It will be difficult to distinguish between the 
aocoud petition and the tliird — between the 
raver that God would rule in us effectually 
y his Spirit, and the prayer, “ Thy will be 
done in earth as it is in heaven.” Nor does 
the petition before us refer cliiefly at least to 
the Kingdom of glory — tlie Iieavenly state. 
If by the coming of the kingdom of glory we 
mean our admission, individually, into the 
company of the just made perfect, then it 
would have been much more natural to pray 
that we might be brought into that kingdom, 
than to pray that it might come to us ; and, 
besides, when we offer such a prayer, it 
should ulwayg be qualified, as it is not in the 
case Indore us, by a patient resignation to 
tiio will of God, and a readiness to abide in 
the 0esb, if moro needful for ourselves or 
for others. If by the coming of the king- 
dom qf glory is meant the final restitution 
cf all tilings, then this, though desirable, 
cannot be considered as the primary raean- 
of the words before us. At the time 
n our Lord taught this prayer to his 
tples* it was an era that the Jews looked 
coming of the Messiali, and they 
expected him to coiiie as a king. This 
arote from certain weU-known 


predictions in Old Testament Scrip- 
tures. “ The God of heaven*’’ says Daniel, 
(ii. 44,) “ shall set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed ; and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other people, but it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms* 
and it shall stand for ever.** And, again, 
(vii. 13, 14,} “I saw in the night- visions, 
and, behold one like the Son of man came 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of days, and they brought him near 
before him. And there was given him do- 
minion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him : his dominion is an everlasting domi- 
nion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 
'Fo the same purpose are other prophecies. 
In corresjxindence with these predictions, 
you Mill remember that John the Baptist 
was sent before Clirist to prepare his way, 
and to preach, saying, “ The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” Subsequently our Lord 
sent out first his twelve Apostles, and after- 
wards he appointed other seventy also, and 
sent them two and tw'o before his face into 
every city and place whither he himself 
would come ; and whether they were re- 
ceived or rejected, they Mere at all event* 
to bear this testimony, “ The kingdom of 
God is come nigh unto you.” And last of 
all, our Saviour himself went forth saying 
the same w'ords, “ Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” When these tnings 
are considered, and when you consider tliat 
this prayer was originally taught to those 
who w'ere seat to announce the coming of 
the kingdom of God, little doubt will re- 
main — that Christ, in instructing his Apos- 
tles to use this petition, taught them to pray 
fur the timely fulfilment of the Old Testa- 
ment predictions and the introduction of the 
new dispensation. By the coming of the 
kingdom of God, then, we understand die 
institution of a form of government which is 
without us — not the exercise of that govern- 
ment which is within us ; in a word, we 
regard the second petition us seeking tho 
accomplish incut of Christ’s work; tlie third 
as seeking the accomplishment of the Spirit’s 
work. 

The time wben the Christian dispensation 
was introduced, then, vtm the time w hen the 
prophecy of Daniel began to be fulfilled — 
that the God of heaven should set up a 
kingdom which should never be moved. 
This dispensation is called the Mfugdom of 
God, by which expression we are not to 
understand the numbers or the territory 
over which the government should extend. 
The eomiiig of tlie kingdom cannot signify 
the coming of the time when subjects should 
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liegin t6 fee raided up to Hnft who is %\x% 
of Saints ; for, as we iiave obserred, 

God has always had a seed to serve him. 
Kor does it mean the cominff of a time 
w lien a great addition should be made to 
the number of tbe faithful, onder a form of 
government already established. If this 
were the meaning of the text, the coming of 
the kingdom would be an inappropnate 
expression. The kingdom of God, as the 
phrase is used in the text, means, we con- 
ceive, not so much the realm or dominion 
of God, as the form of government or con- 
stitution of His realm. We believe that 
the word in the original, here translated 
kingdom,” will bear this interpretation; 
but, at all events, when yon consider that 
the promulgation of this form of govern- 
ment was contemporaneous with its adop- 
tion ; that forthwith, on the form of govern- 
ment being made known, there were some 
who willitt^y surrendered themselves to it ; 
when you consider this, you will easily un- 
derstand how the announcement of the 
Christian dispensation should be called the 
setting up of a kingdom, and how our 
Saviour, with all futurity before him, should 
instruct his followers to pray, ** Thy king- 
dom come.” 

God is the great King and Governor of 
all. Before we can fulfil the part of faithful 
subjects, however, it is necessary that wc 
should know his laws and the form of his 
government. But, by the fall, the law 
originally written in our hearts has been in 
a great measure efFaced, and the fall has also 
rendered a change in the divine administra- 
tion indispensably necessary to our salva- 
tion. As it belonged to God only to make 
the requisite alteration in his mode of go- 
vernment, he only could make known to us 
what the alteration was. It w’as essential, 
therefore, that the laws to be obeyed, and 
the peculiar constitution under which we 
w ere to be trained for immortal bliss, should 
be supcmaturally revealed. This revelation 
Was partially afforded under the patriarchal 
and Mosaic dispensations ; but the light 
which they afforded was comparatively dim,- 
and they were intended to prepare tor an- 
other and more perfect dispensation which 
was never to be abolished, and which should 
extend from sea to sea — a dispensation more 
simple and spiritual, yielding the clearest 
discoveries of duty and the fullest develop- 
ment of the divine plans. In this dispensa- 
tion there is regaled to us all that wc are 
to beUeve concemiiig God, and all the duty 
which God reqtnres of us. Through the 
satisfacrion of our great High Priest, a way 
of access has been opraed up to the holiest 
ofall. God »ay be just, and yet the Jus- 


tifierofthe ungodly. Maft may be imperfect, 
and yet serve God acceptably, and look for 
a reward in the kingdom of the j ust. Throng 
the cross of our Lord Jesus, a reconciliation 
has been effet^od between heaven and earth, 
and provision has been made for our final 
deliverance from sin itself and all its consc- 
qtiences. And now that this woric has been 
accomplished by our great Mediator ; now 
that God is en«d)led to govern u» in righte- 
ousness, and yet enrich us with the rewards 
of a blissful immortality, he hath set up a 
kingdom, he hath instituted a form of go- 
vernment, he hath introduced a dispensarion 
in which ambassadors are appointed to go 
forth in the name of llie King to proclaim 
an amnesty to his rebellious subjects ; to 
make knoum to them the way of reconcilia- 
tion and peace ; to instruct them in the 
nature of the government which the Al- 
mighty has established over the fallen chil- 
dren of man ; to set before them the privi- 
leges and immunities, and many inestimable 
advantages belonging to its subjects, and to 
invite them to subject themselves to the 
authority of the Most High, and to cast in 
their lot with those whose God is the Lord. 
And in this dispensation, also, officers have 
been a]>pointed to explain and to execute 
those kw’s w'hich are essential to the pro- 
sperity of the kingdom on earth. He gave 
some apostles, and some prophets, and some 
evangelisTs, and some pastors and teachers, 
for the perfecting of the saints for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ ; and to them it belongs to teach, 
and w'arn, and comfort, according to their 
necessities, the people of God — -the subjects 
of the kingdom, and to cause them to ob- 
serve the various institutions which have 
been appointed, and to walk in all llio ordi- 
nances and commandments of the Lord 
blameless. In a word, the Christian dis- 
pensation unfolds the means by which wo 
arc restored to the divine favour, instructs 
us in our duty to the great moral Governor, 
supplies the most powerful inducements to 
the fulfilment of that duty, and teaches us 
how that heavenly strength is to be obtained, 
by means of which alone we are enabled to 
do those things which are well pleasing in 
the eyes of the King. We are all the sub- 
jects of the King of heaven and eat^; but 
before wc can be dutiful and obedient sub- 
jects to Him as the King of saints, we 
must know the laws we arc to obey, the 
nature of the government which has been 
instituted with regard to us, and the meafiu 
by W'hich we may be enabled and disposed 
to obey these laws and submit to thts go- 
vernment. When the Christian dispensation 
was introduced, this knowledge was afforded 
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and the nature and character of the govern- 
ment made known; and this was the event, 
the arrival of which was implored when the 
disciples of Christ lifted up their voice, in 
the words of the text, and said, “ Thjr king- 
dom come.** 

Such then, my friends, is a brief and im- 
perfect view of the meaning of the text. 
And now suffer us to remind you that this 
j>etition ranks second in that form of pr^er 
which Christ taught his disciples. The 
desirableness of the event referred to, might 
be show'n from many considerations. Christ 
IS called the desire of all nations. Abraham 
saw his day afar off and was glad. Many 
prophets, and kings, and righteous men, 
desired to see one of the days of the Son 
of Man. The Mosaic dispensation afforded 
hut the dim light of the early dawn; it was 
a preparatory dispensation ada[)tcd to a 
peculiar people during the pupillage of the 
world, its glory and excellence lay in this, 
that it typified and fore-shadowed the king- 
dom to come, Wc would not speak dis- 
paragingly of the former dispensation : but 
when you consider that it w'as limited to the 
Jewish people ; that it enforced the observ- 
ance of many, and burdensome, and expen- 
sive ceremonies; and when you consider 
the marvellous simplicity, and sublimity, 
and the universal applicability of the Chris- 
tian dispensation ; when you consider how 
obscure and how meagre is the knowledge 
of God and of his w ill, which could be 
derived from the one, compared with that 
which you derive from the other; when you 
consider that tho former was upheld iii the 
faith and hope of Christ’s accomplishing tho 
work he had undertaken to perform, whereas 
the latter is established, because Christ has 
finished the W'ork which w'as given him to 
do, then you will acknowledge thdt the one 
had no glory by reason of tho glory that 
excelleth. Even in its best estate, the Mosaic 
revelation was not so full and satisfactory, 
as to quench or cool the Iongi;?g for the 
time w hen tlie desire of all nations should 
come to his temple, a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of his people Israel. 
Nay, the great end of tiie Mosaic dispen- 
sation was to kindle and keep alive the 
expectation of the coming of Hirn in whom 
tho ancient prophecies were to find their 
fuUiltaeat, and who was to prove tho sub- 
stance or body which the types and sacri- 
fices of tho Mosaic dispensation fore- 
Bbadowed. But, besides, at the time of 
Ckrist's appearing, the Jewish religion was 
grievously corrupted by Uio traditions and 
doctrines of men, and few were Icii; who 
rightly understood or awaited in faith for the 
consolation. And when you reflect on the 


pride of the Pharisees, imd the profligacy 
of the Sadducees, and the ignorance and 
corruptions of the people, you will be per- 
suaded, that even among the Jews, the 
chosen depositaries of the oracles of truth, 
the knowledge of God and of his lavra vrai 
in a great measure extinguished, and that 
where it existed it was for the most part 
wofully corrupted. And beyond the pale 
of the Jewish church there was a wide world 
lying in wickedness. Salvation was of the 
Jews; and even as the heathen did not like 
to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 
them over to a reprobate mind. Professing 
themselves to be wise they became fools, 
and changed the glory of the incorruptible 
God into an image made like unto corrup- 
tible man, to birds, and four-footed beasts, 
and creeping things. There was a great 
moral Governor over them, but they knew 
him not ; and they worshipped and served 
tlie creature instead of tho Creator. This, 
then, being the state of the vvorld W'hen 
Christ appeared, the Jewish religion being 
in its best estate, surrounded with much 
obscurity, and in fact corrupted and per- 
verted, and tho heathens being strangers 
to the covenants of promise, without God, 
without Christ, and without hope in the 
world, who that has one feeling of regard 
for the honour of God, or one feeling of re- 
gard for the welfare of his fellow-men, is not 
constrained to acknovdedge, that it was in- 
tensely desirable that the kingdom of God 
should come ? But the fact, as we have 
said — the fact that this i)etition ranks second 
in order in that form of prayer which Christ 
taught his disciples, tells more impressively, 
perl)aj)s, tlian any other consideration, the 
desirableness of the coming of the kingdom 
of God. You all know that that which we 
desire most is sought first. Our prayer is 
a more form, it is a hypocritical mockery of 
God, if that which is most desired is not 
solicited firat ; and however sore and sweep- 
ing may be the condemnation which this 
consideration passes upon each of us, it 
passes no rebuke upon our sinless Saviour. 
How forcibly and impressively, then, aro 
we taught the desirableness of the coming 
of tho kingdom of God ! when He, the holy 
Onetind the Just, as he walked this world of 
sin and shame, and contemplated the pros- 
trate millions of mankind who were igno- 
rant of God, whom to know is life eternal, 
the contemptible because voluntary slaves of 
tlic most merciless and cruel aespotism; 
when he surveyed the world around him, and 
thought of the immortal minds, a multitude 
which no man can number, who were 
framed for godlike exercises, and fitted for 
divine enjoyments — these seduced from tlie 
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kmgdom of the &ee and led captive by the j 
dcfvil srt hts will. How iHB|>i«^ively are we 
tasd^ht ^e desk abieness of the event referred 
to in the text, when be, who ii the l%ht and 
the life of man, as he walked this world and 
considered its ignorance, and misery^ and 
sin, instrncted his (Rsciplcs, after giving 
to the Lord the glory due unto his name, 
to breathe out tliehr souls in the petition 
of the text, " Thy kir^dom come T 

The kingdom of God, my friends, has 
come. Eighteen hundred years have rolled 
over our earth since the Gospel disj'yensa- 
tion was introduced. But though we can- 
not now pray that the kingdom of God may 
come, in the same sense as they did who 
lived before the fulness of time, still we are 
required to pray that it may be extended to 
the uttermost ends of the earth ; that it may 
come in ail its purity, and to the fullest 
extent. It is no doubt true, that the Sun 
of Righteousness has risen upon many ; 
that in various quarters its ordinances are 
faitlifully observed, and that there are in 
the world a multitude of professed adherents 
to the Gospel, and we trust not a few who 
have surrendered themselves heartily to all 
ii3 requirements. But if you except the 
island in which we live, and Jiow small a 
space does it occupy on the map of the 
world; if you except the island in which 
we live, and perhaps some portions of the 
western continent, where, or in what quarter 
of the globe, can it be said that the dispen- 
sation of the Gospel is generally kno\vn? 
Here you have tho crescent retaining un- 
molested possession of a dominion won from 
the cross, and the false prephot with his 
sw'ord in one hand, and with the other ]X)int- 
ing to his paradise of brutal sensuality, 
lording it over many millions. There you 
have Popery with its corruptions and blas- 
phemies, depriving its votaries — say rather 
its victims, of the pure Word of God; sub- 
stituting its unhallowed dogmata for the 
doctrines of the Bible, and teaching as the 
truth of God the wild wonders of tradition- 
ary extravagance, the fooleries and febles 
of apocryphal writings, thus taking away 
the key of knowledge, and shutting up the 
pathway to tho kingdom of heaven, that 
none may enter in. Here you have infidelity 
boasting of her discoveries, and with great 
swelling w'ords of vanity proclaiming the 
triumphs of reason, yet all the while con- 
fessedly unable to say, how God can be 
just and yet the justifier of the ungodly; 
confessedly unable to explain how God can 
|[]« inflexibly just, and yet be merciful to 
fiinful man. And there, again, you have 
degrading and hideous superstitions, such 
that kBonn not whetiter the more to j 


weep over them for their pitiaLleness„ ct 
loathe them for their alwminations. Wh 0 ]i 
we consider how small is tho number 
those w.ho know tho truth a 3 it is in Jestt% 
compared with those who are ignorant and 
out of the way; when we consider that 
wherever the kingdom of God is not set up, 
there the God of this world, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience, 
reigns in uncontrolled supremacy. Oh I njy 
friends, when we consider tb^ things, we 
cannot feel that the circumstances of man- 
kind now are so changed from what they 
were during our Saviour’s journey upon 
earth, as to forbid the belief that, w’cre he 
again to visit tliis prodigal planet, ho would 
teach us, as he taught his disciples of old, 
to give to this i)etition the second place in 
our supplications ; and after saying, “ Hal- 
lowed be thy name,’' to say, “ Thy king- 
dom come.” 

And now, brethren, let us beseech you 
to give to the petition of the text its due 
place and prominence in your supplications 
at a throne of grace. Had time permitted, 
we might have dwelt upon the benefits which 
flow from the knowledge of the Gospel of 
God; but as our time is drawing to a close, 
we can only recommend tho subject to your 
private ana prayerful meditation. Before 
concluding, liowever, we may observe, tliat 
those whom Christ instructed to nse this 
prayer he sent out to preach, saying, “ llie 
kingdom of Heaven is at hand;” and you 
can easily understand how this commission 
should urge thorn all the more frequentlv 
and earnestly to olTer up this prayer, ft 
will afford a similar encouragement to us to 
bear in mind the promise, that God will give 
the Son the heathen for his inheritance, and 
the uttermost ends of the earth for his pos- 
session. If the ultimate triumph of the 
kingdom of God were a matter of uncer- 
tainty or doubt, we could not offer the peti- 
tion of the text with any satisfaction or 
confidence. Such a doubt would operate 
as a restraint upon us, oftentimes preventing 
us from offering this prayer, and always 
depriving us of all life and earnestness ii\ 
offering it. But, brethren, we know that 
w'hatever ignorance or sin may remain in 
the world, the hour is coming when tho 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth 
as the waters cover the sea, and tlie king- 
doms of this world shall become the king- 
doms of our God and of liis Christ. “ 1 he 
kingdom of God is like a grain of mustard 
seed which a man took and sowed in his 
field, which is indeed the least of all seeds ; 
bat wh^ it is grown it is the greatest 
among herbs, so that the birds of the air 
cofia^ and lo^e in the branches thereoC** 
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■V The fttoae <Jiat wee cut out witboint haadfl, 
iiaih smitteajjyhe and the iron, the 

e]ay« tim the sdver^ aud the gold, 

ehall he l^roken m jnecea, and become tike 
the chaff of the summer thrashiug^tioor ; 
mid ^ wind shall carry them away, that i 
no place be found fe- them : and the stone 
that smote the image shall become a great 
mountain, and fill the whole earth.’* Pray 
ye, then, “ Thy kingdom come.” Pray with 
the confidence of men wlio know that if they 
ask, they shall receive. Pray that all idola- 
try may bo out-thrown, and that the Word 
of the Lord may have free course, and be 
lorified. Pray that the Jews may be 
rought in with the fulness of the Gentile 
nations. Even in a temporal point of view, 
the extension of the kingdom of God is most 
desirable. The knowledge of the Gospel 
enlarges and strengthens the mind, and 
purifies and humanizes the heart. Already 
Its power has been manifested in raising 
man to the highest ranks in civilized life. 
It has charmed away the savage ferocity 
which glowed in the eye, and scowled from 
the forehead of the wandering and house- 
less horde ; and instead, it has introduced the j 
habits of honest industry, and the quiet and I 
the comforts of a settled home, and lighted : 
up the smile of cheerful contentment, and j 
brought into busy and blessed circulation 
the charities of good neighbourhood and 
brotherly affection, with all their sister 
graces. It is beyond all doubt, that the | 
religion of the Bible makes men happier 
even in this life ; so that the philanthropist, 
as well as the Christian, is concerned to 
desire the coming of the kingdom of God 
Into tlidle places which are still the habita- 
tions of darkness, the abodes of superstition 
and horrid cruelty. But it is on you, my 
friends, who have been called out of dark- 
ness into marvellous light, who have knowm 
the honours, tlio privileges and blessings of 
the kingdom of God, and who are thus 
qualified and constrained to bear testimony 
t6 the desirableness of the extension of the 


kingdom of God, the propagation of the 
Gospel, and tile uniyersal ol^nrauce of its 
laws and ordinances ; it is on you that our 
hope rests — on you that the destinies of 
thousands yet imborn depend. As you 
desire the honour of your God and King, 
08 you value immortal souls, be ye earnest 
in supplicating God in the language of 
the text. Tb^ is a feeling in the minds 
of worldly men which opposes itself to the 
offering of this petition. They dislike the 
word kingdom. It speaks not to them of a 
gracious and omnipotent Protector; it speaks 
not to them of a wise and fatherly govern- 
ment ; it speaks not to them of security, and 
peace, and joy. It suggests to them re- 
straints to which they are unwilling to sub- 
mit, laws which they hate, and a punish- 
ment which they dread. But just as of old 
it was an honour and safeguard to say, I 
am a Roman citizen; just as it is a pride 
and a privilege to say, I am a free-born 
Briton; even so should ye glory in this, 
that ye belong to the kingdom of God. Its 
laws are all perfect, its subjects are all the 
excellent ones of the earth ; its Head is the 
universal Sovereign, the living God. But 
while you glory in this, that you are the 
children of the kingdom, see that you live 
as such, being diligent in following the 
teaching of the text, and praying for the 
prosperity of Zion. “ Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem ; they shall prosper that love 
thee. Peace be within thy walls, and pro- 
sperity be within thy palaces. For my 
brethren and companions* sakes, I will now 
say, Peace be within thee. Because of 
the house of the Lord our God, 1 will seek 
thy good.’* “ Ye that make mention of the 
Lord, keep not silence; and give him no 
rest till he establish, and till he make Jero- 
salcm a praise in the earth.’* “ For Zion’s 
sake I will not hold my peace, and for 
Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, till the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, 
and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth.** Amen. 
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After these things he went forth ^ and saw a publican, named JLevi, sitting at the 
receipt of custom! and he said unto him. Follow me. And lie left ^Uroscup, cmd 
followed himl * — Luke v. 27, 28. 

may be considered apart from the narrative 
which goes before it ; and yet, though it 
should stand isolated and alone, it would 
furnish matter of very abundant remark. ^ 


It is scarcely necessary, even for the sake 
of connexion, to advert to the circumstances 
nrhich preceded the event which is here 
tecorde4 The fact which our text relates 
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But sbice the drcaoistwe which 
out text is associttted, ia introduced with 
these words : ** And after Ihese thif^s he 
went forth, and saw a puhlican,” &c*, it may 
not be altogether unnecessary, perhaps, 
simply to observe, that our Lord had just 
performed the miracle of caring iustantane^ 
ously, and at a word, a man whom palsy 
had utterly disabled for exertion. Those 
who carried him were so fully satisfied, it 
would appear, of Christ’s ability to cure — 
a persuasion which evidently seems to have 
been shored in by the paralytic man, that 
having essayed in vain to secure access into 
liis presence, by reason of the multitude 
who had crowded into the house where he 
w as discoursing of divine things, they pro- 
ceeded, with considerable difficulty to them- 
selves, to let him dowm from the house-top 
through the tiling into the very midst before 
Jesus. This action was so expressive of 
the faith w hich prompted it, that our Lord, 
perceiving it at once, said, “ Man, thy sins 
are forgiven thee language which, assum- 
ing as it did a power which none but Divi- 
nity could claim, stirred up, as we are 
given to understand, the secret resentment 
and reasonings of the scribes who bad come 
there, it would appear, with no other intent 
tlian that of cavilling at the language, or mis- 
interpreting the miracles of Christ. In 
virtue of his omniscience, our Lord was able 
to discern the tlioughts which w ere passing 
in their minds ; and hence, as if answering 
these secret thoughts, he said unto them, 
W hat reason ye in your hearts ? Whether 
is it easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee j 
or to say, Rise up and walk.” And then 
to show that he w'as not only possessed of 
that infinite knowledge which disclosed to 
him the very inmost secrets of their hearts, 
but tliat he was possessed of that omnipo- 
tence — that sovereign and almighty power 
which attested the divinity of his nature ; 
and, in his underived pow'er of w orking mira- 
cles, proved also his authority to forgive 
Bins, ne said unto the sick of the palsy, 
“ Arise, and take up thy couch, and go 
unto thine house,” “ And immediately he 
rose up before them, and took up that 
whereon he lay, and departed to his. own 
house glorifying God.” ** And they were 
all amazed, and they glorified God, and 
were filled with fear, saying. We have seen 
strange things to-day.” Now', in this event, 
W'e have an instance of the power of Chiist 
over the temporal diseases of men. He had 
power to heal “ all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease” — a power which he exer- 
cised to confirm the authority of bis claims, 
and which, in all its exercise, was so 
deeply expressive of the compassion which 
ho was so ready to extend towards the in- 


firmUies of our race, and a power besides, 
be it remarked, whitffi was inherent in^liis 
own glorious nature, md not derived, as In 
the case his Apostles, from a source ex- 
traneous and foreign to himself 

But, in the event w'hich succeeds, w'e liavc 
an instance of still greater power than that 
which is in volved in the healing of any tem- 
poral disease. Wo find him controlling not 
merely the elements of nature, as he had 
often done, or the circumstances which con- 
duce to the health of our temporal firames, 
us in the instance of the paralytic man, but 
W'e find him swaying the very elements of 
the mind and will, and proving that the mo- 
ral and the intellectual powers of man are no 
less subject to his sovereign control, “ 
these things^** w e are told, “ he w'ent forth, 
and saw a publican, nanmd Levi, sitting at 
the receipt of custom : and he said unto him. 
Follow me.” And if w e turn to the 4th 
chapter of Matthew, at the 18th verse, we 
will find that this was the very language in 
W'hich he called some others of his disciples 
to forsake the occupations in which they 
were engaged, and to cleave devotedly to 
his cause. “ And Jesus, w'alking by the sea 
of Galilee, saw tw o brethren, Simon called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea : for they were fishers. And 
he saith unto tlmm, Follow me, and I will 
make you fisiicrsof men. And they straight- 
way left their nets, and followed him. And 
going on from thence, he saw other two 
brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee 
their father, mending their nets ; and he 
called them. And they immediately left 
the ship and their father, and followed him.” 

Now, we are desirous to build some ob- 
servations upon this language, and, in ex- 
plaining and enforcing it, to show the neces- 
sity of our leaving all — of our leaving cveiy 
thing that can tend to bind us to the worlcf, 
and distract us from the interests ofheaven, 
and of our following Him who has culled us 
into his marvellous light, and is willing to 
prepare us for the light and glory of his own 
heavenly kingdom. It w'os certain disciples, 
you w ill observe, who are here spoken of as 
being called, and who are also declared to 
have foll.owed Jesus ; and, therefore, in al- 
luding to their circumstances, as connected 
with the command wduch was addressed to 
them, wc may draw', as we proceed, some light 
to this great and now general admonition. 

In the first place, the individual named 
Levi, who is spoken of by St. Luke, is said 
to have been a publican — a term which is 
explained in some degree, w hen it is men- 
tioned that he was foimd ” sitting at Uie 
receipt of custom.” A publican was one, 
as most of you are aware, w ho was appoints 



THE SCOTTISH PULPIT, 


8 


«d Ijy the Romafi gorcrnors to feather in the f 
Htset or npon the pcojde. 

They ^er« of tiro kiode # the genqy«il far- 
mere of these t«xes, and th e undcr«rarmers 
or depttdes, who were empowered to act in 
the several provuiccs under their authority 
md direetion* The first were men of con- 
IBderEd>le we%ht and influence withgovcm- 
fitent, and among these we may suppose 
2Saccheus to have been, w'ho is described by 
SL Luke as being “ the chief among the pub- 
licans }” while the othcri or Inferior class, 
among whom we may suppose Levi and 
Matthew to have been, were men who, in 
the exercise of their office, were regarded 
with the mingled feelings of contempt, and 
Itatred, and jealousy by the Jews. 

These feelings, we need scarcely say, 
were called up by the obnoxious chtiracter 
of their office, wnich was nothing less than 
that of exacting from them, as a conquered 
people, the custom imposed upon them by 
their conquerors, the Romans. “ We be 
Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage 
to any man,” was tho language which they 
were at all times fond of employing ; and 
thus exulting in their privileges, and yet 
smarting under the exactions which were so 
restrictive of their freedom, and so offensive 
to their pride, they were disposed to visit 
upon the neads of the poor collectors of this 
revenue the odium which Avas attachable to 
the tax or imposition itself. 

It was thus that the name of publican 
became expressive, in their mind, of all that 
was abandoned and profane. They looked 
upon it as involving the very depth of de- 
gradation, and as excluding Irom the favour 
of heaven, just as it provoked the resent- 
ment of men ; and hence to be a publican, 
in their estimation, was to be a person of 
notorious character, — a sinner above all 
men, and to be classed invariably w'ith 
offenders unentitled, therefore, to the 
fliigbtest degree of respect, and worthy only 
of scorn and reprobation. Thus was it 
nsked of Christ's disciples by the Jews, 
** Why eateth your Master with publicans 
and sinners And thus too was it uttered 
in the vain-glorious spirit of tlie Pharisee : 
•* Lord, I thank thee, that I am not as other 
men arc, or even as this publican.” We 
see, then, from this language, that from a 
state expressive of sin and degradation was 
the call to follow him addressed by Jesus 
io his disciples. There was nothing, fer 
instoce, in the character or condition of the 
Individual before us to warrant his selection 
to this high and dlstinspiished calling. There 
was no title existing in himself whereby he 
eould daim it as peculiarly his own. He 
was a meudier ei an obnoxious profession, 
and ha so ^ tl wo kxiow» unadorned 


with any lofty or brilliant attainments. We 
arc not referring in the meantime to tho 
condition of these men as poor and illite- 
rate, and as affording from their original 
circumstances, as contra^ed with the noble 
future discharge of their apostolic duties, a 
powerful argument for tl«s truth and effi- 
cacy of our holy religion. W e are referring to 
it simply as pointing out in the term, publi- 
can, in the present instance, and in the ideas 
which were usually associated with that 
term, the very condition in which by nature 
we are placed, and from which Christ b so 
willing to redeem us. Naturally, we say, 
there is nothing in any one of us to entitle 
us to selection on the part of Christ, On 
the contrary, there is every thing that might 
lead him to reject us, and dispose him, in 
the purity of his character and the beauty 
of his own perfections, to pass us by as 
unworthy of his notice. 

In all our character and condition, natu- 
rally considered, and as seen in the light 
of hb untainted holiness, there is no- 
thing which his pure and omniscient eye 
can possibly desire. — We are not en- 
gaged in his service. — Wo are not con- 
templating his Avorks — We are not endea- 
vouring to ascend through the survey and 
admiration of these to the adoring contempla- 
tion of his excellence, or aspiring in the light 
of his perfections, to have our natures assi- 
milated to his. There is nothing of all this, 
when he comes to us on his errand of mercy, 
and calls upon us to follow' him as his dis- 
ciples and his friends! We are engaged in 
the service of the world at that very time, 
intent, like tho fishermen of Galilee, or the 
despised receiver of customs, on the affairs 
of a life Avhich is only preparatory to ano- 
ther, but for which other we are not mind- 
ful or solicitous to prepare. — Yes, my friends, 
we are either busied in the pursuit of some 
gainful and engrossing occupation, or Ave are 
sitting at destructive ease in the degradation 
of sioi^vic wing our extending* treasures, and 
yet thirsting to increase themy If active, w’c 
are not active in God's service — if at ease, 
AA'e are not at ease in Zion, or because we 
have sought peace and found it of the Lord. 
We are active — we are diligent in business ; 
but it is the business solely of the Avorld, and 
the activity vihich labours to^ promote it. 
And we are at ease, or a.pparently so, in 
reference to eternity and its all-important 
concerns ; not because we have attained 
rest in Jesus, or the assurance of hb joy, 
but because w'e have cried peace, peace to 
our consciences, AAdicn in reality there was' 
none,— -Nay, more, we are not merely en- 
gaged about other things^ and indifferent as 
to the work of Christ, and preparedness fi>r 
heavai» but we are actosJiy iaffisposod to 
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God’s service ; yea, more than all this, we 
are actively and individually, we are by 
nature and by wicked works in hostility to 
his perfections, and in opposition to his laws. 
We like not in this state to retain even the 
knowledge of God in a|l our hearts. — We 
like it not, liecause our natures are at vari» { 
ance witli his ; and the knowledge which all | 
his works and ways, independently of his ■ 
revealed will, are calculated to afford, im- 
press us with the conviction that his justice 
is arrayed against us ; that his perfections 
are dishonoured by Our lives, that his 
law is frowning upon our impenitence and 
sin ; and thus fearing the very perfections 
which our natures w'ere created to love, we 
are disposed to raise up the world as a bar- 
rier to shut them from the view ; or, if re- 
garding them in the midst of our iniquities', 
to regard them only with aversion and 
alarm. We repeat, then, that we areselect- 
*kI by Christ in the exercise of free and 
sovereign compassion. We are called to 
be disciples of his, not because we have 
loved hiiTiy but because he has loved us. 
He has looked upon us in our blood, and 
saved us in his mercy ; calling us by au holy 
calling, not through works of righteousness 
which we have done, but of his ow n free and 
heavenly grace, that the purpose according 
to election might stand, and that we should 
be to the praise of A/6* glory who first trusted 
in Christ. 

2. The inclination or willingness to fol- 
low onward to know the Lord, is not occa- 
sioned by any exercise of our own powers, 
but is wTought in us by the operation of 
Christ’s own mighty power. 

Our Saviour, as we find in the course of 
his journcyings, and his labours of ardent 
and unwearied love, came to the disciples 
whom we have already referred to, and as 
they were engaged in their worldly and 
respective avocations, called upon them to 
follow him — to what point or for what pur- 
pose they were not given to understand. 
Now, if any person, w ith the humble mien 
and in the unassuming guise in w hich we know 
that our Saviour w'as manifested upon earth, 
were to come and address us in language of 
a firm and authoritative character; if he 
were to say to us, “ Follow me,” and yet 
w ere to furnish us with no explanation of 
this injunction — by what autlmrity it was 
issued, and for what purpose we were to 
follow', most unquestionably w e would hesi- 
tate to do so, till we were dealt with a little 
more plainly and explicitly in the matter, or 
we would consider the unexplained com- 
mand as a most unwarrantable interference I 
with our actions and pursuits. We will not 
obey, we toiH not follow at your call, would | 
be the natural dictate and expression of the 1 


mind ; and straightway we would turn to the 
interests or the cares in which we had pre* 
viously been engaged, and forget the indi- 
vidual who had come to us, or remember him 
only as a most singular intruder. It wouM 
be different indeed, were it some one of the 
mighty of the earth, the princes or nobles 
among the sons of men, who held in their 
hands the reins of empire, and waelded the 
resources of unbounded wealth— were they 
or any one of them to come and command 
us immediately to follow, our minds would 
not so surely and suddenly be inclined to 
recoil. We w'ould think of the authority 
by which we w'ere enjoined, and look to the 
benehts which obedience might secure ; and 
though we knew not the cause for which 
the injunction was given, but simply that 
we were to follow the distinguished indivi- 
dual who had come to us with the view of 
issuing his command, our hearts might per- 
haps respond implicitly to the call, and that 
because wc respected the authority, or, it 
may be, anticipated the reward. 

But in Jesus there was nothing outw ardly 
to distinguish him. Ho w'as surrounded 
with no trappings of external dignity, no 
insignia of honour, no symbols of opulence 
or pow'er. He was meek and lowly in his 
deportment — the reputed son of a carpenter s 
arrayed like the meanest of the people, and 
bearing in his aspect the suffering, yet sub- 
dued, expression of the man of sorrowF. 
And yet he called the disciples, and they 
implicitly obeyed him. No sooner did he 
issue the command than they hastened to 
fulfil it. He said to them, “ Follow me,” 
and immediately they left all and followed 
him"* Now, we argue from this, that a 
great and decided change must have in- 
stantaneously passed upon their minds. 
The mere command of Jesus, considered 
apart from his divinity — considered apart 
from his power over the understanding and 
the heart, could never have produced this 
effect, 13ut here the command w'as given, 
and without apparent authority on the part 
of Christ, or any thing which might seem 
to add weight and infiuence to his address, 
his command w'as at once listened to and 
obeyed — no hesitation being expressed, no 
reluctance being manifested ; but, on the 
contrary, the most cheerful, the most prompt 
and unreserved obedience being paid by 
those who had the very instant before been 
®*i&aged in their wonted avocations, and 
en^ossed with the interests of the world. 

They might have seen, perhaps, on for- 
mer occasions, some of the miracles w hich 
Christ had wrought, and been impressed 
with the convictions which these were calcu- 
lated to make; but wc have no assurance 

of fhic'lw I.v. — I > • • - 
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£^en tboiigk we. liad* U would have oisly 
proved iiie “power of Ood and the wi«- 
do|i|l the instmnaen- 

of ihese wondera. been at work upon 
donscSencea and hearted — We say, 
that the gr^e of God must have 
in this instance to the 
ephghteoment of their minds, and the regu- 
iadpn of their wills. On no other principle 
can w'o account for the conduct they dis* 
phkycd. — In no other way can we coropre- 
l^nd, in their peculiar circumstances, the 
cheerfulness and promptitude of their obedU 
ence.^Levi was sitting at the receipt of 
custom. Simon, colled Peter, and Andrew 
his brother, were casting their nets into the 
sea. James, the son of Zebedee, and John 
his brother, were busy mending their nets 
on the shores of Gtdilee; and yet when 
Jesus came, and addressed them simply in 
these words, “ Follow me,” at once diu tbej’ 
listen to his voice, and obey his will. “ They 
forsook all, and followed him.” — How di6fer> 
ent this from the conduct of those three 
individuals, of whom mention is made at the 
close of the 9th chapter of Luke ! “ I will 

follow thee whithersoever thou goest,” was 
the language of one to Jesus as he journeyed 
by the way; and yet when the Saviour 
w'arned Inin of the trials and privations 
which, as a follower of his, he must neces- 
sarily expect, we find not diat he adhered 
to the resolution which he had expressed. 
** Follow me,” was tlic language oi Christ 
to another, but here an excuse w^as ready : 
** Suffer me first to go and bury my father,” 
was the answer. A little delay was wanted — 
a little postponement of necessary duty was 
demanded, and then the kingdom of Christ, 
the kingdom of righteousness and peace 
might, perhaps, afterwards be attende<l to. 
•• Lord, I will follow thee,” was again the lan- 
guor of another, but to all this seeming 
readiness there w’as a clause of reservation 
attached ; “ I will follow thee, but let me first 
and bid them farewell which are at home 
in my house.” He would follow him ere long, 
at least he was forward to declare this ; but 
first ho was desirous, as if the sacrifice he was 
about to make, was of a great and affiictive 
character, he w as desirous to go to his friends, 
and bid them all a solemn and deliberate 
farewell, as if he w'erc nev'er more to behold 
them, and as if bo could safely expose him- 
self to their eoUcitations and regrets. Unlike 
these men, the disciples professed nothing, 
but when called, they followed* Tiie Spirit 
of the Lord was with them, and at once 
they felt it to be their duty and their privi- 
l^e to obey. They resembled the men 
who acknowledged Saul to be their king, 
when Samuel announced him to be the 
chosen of God to the tlmme of Israel, and 


when the children of Bcdiid w<»e desi^ring 
and setting him at noughts they resmblod 
these firm and devoted men, of whom it is 
said, in the expressive Imigoage of Beriptnre^ 
“ that when Saul wept ^ to Gibeah, there 
went up with him likewise a band of men, 
whme hearts Qad had itmehed^* In t he case 
of dip disciples^ God also had touched and 
lafiuenced their hearts. And unless tins has 
been accomplished in mir own happy and 
individual eimerience, we cannot in reality 
be the disciples of Jesus* We are not learn- 
ing in the school of Him who came to guide 
us into the way of all trudi, and train us for 
immortality; and whatever be the profes- 
sions which we make, we have not yet come 
to the firm and immediate determination to 
follow him omoard to perfection, undaunted 
by difficulties, and unmoved by trials. 

3. Wc w'ould remark, tiaut when the 
Spirit of God does touch our hearts, and 
the power of Christ is thus made manifest 
in our lives, we are at once enlightened as 
to two things — the right of Jesus to com- 
mand, and his worthiness as a King and 
Saviour to be obeyed. All this was exem- 
plified in the conduct of the disciples. In 
the prompt and cheerful obedience which 
they rendered, they acknowledged in the 
most open and decided manner the claims 
of Christ, and proved in the very act of 
following him, and leaving all that had 
formerly occupied their attention, and minis- 
tered to their support, that they recognised 
his authority to be implicitly obeyed, and 
at the same time signified their confidence 
in his ability to protect. True, they had 
not at this time the most clear view's of bis 
character, or the most spiritual notions of 
the kingdom he was to establish, but still 
they saw, or rather enough, to convince 
them that Christ w as worthy of their obedi- 
ence and love; and, therefore, without a 
moment’s hesitation or reserve, they yielded 
the iubmission which he required, and de- 
termined to ** follow him whithersoever he 
w ent.” We admit, then, that they were not 
enlightened all at once, and that they were 
still imperfect as to their conceptions of 
Christ's heavenly kingdom. But this is the 
way in which the Spirit of divine grace in 
general acts upoa the human understanding. 
He works in a gradual and progressive 
manner, disclosing more and more of the 
beauty of Christ, and of the laveliness of 
sacred truth, and shining inwardly upon the 
soul with somewhat of the brightening efful- 
gence of that light of heaven, which rises 
at first with the faint daw'nings of the eastern 
sky, until at last it opens and expands into 
the glorious lustre of the perfect day. But 
still the work of the Spirit leads us at once 
to exercise confidence ia Christ- - We aee 



THE SCOTTISH PULPIT 


11 


him in a light fiur difihrent from ^hat the 
mtiml mind is at way time nrone to regmd 
him.^^We see him the mtief among ten 
thousand — as at once our Sayidur and our 
King — as our salvatioa and desire. 

Now, the right which Christ has to the 
obedience of us all, is simply this : He has 
created us, and we are bound to serve him ; 
he has preserved us, and we are bound to 
honour him ; he has redeemed us, and we 
are bound to love him. 

In every character and relation he is en- 
titled to our love, and homage, and grati- 
tude, and esteem. In truth, my friends, be 
has such a right to us as only the hardness 
and perversity of the heart has moved us 
at any time to dispute. Ho has a claim to 
the homage of every pow'er — to the obedi- 
ence of every principle of our nature, and 
that on the very ground of having formed 
them with his own hand, and fashioned 
them for the purposes of his glor}'. He 
it was who created by his power the whole 
universe of nature. He said, and it was 
done. He spake, and all things stood 
fast. He it was who laid by bis might the 
deep foundations of the earth, and girded it 
with the solid rocks, and fenced it with the 
everlasting hills, and spread around it the 
multitude of his w'aters ; and sending over all 
the light and beauty of his Spirit, saw and 
pronounced that every thing was good . And 
to man he gave dominion over the creatures 
of th e earth. He breathed into him the breath 
of life, and imparts to him every breath he 
draws ; and endowing him wdth powers and 
faculties wliich raise him infinitcl}’- above the 
beasts that perish, he has taught him how^ 
to exercise these powers, and direct them 
to their great and glorious ends. — Here, 
then, is the original tie which binds us un- 
alterably to Christ, and entitles him to the 
love and service of our being. No other 
tie can ever loosen or dissolve this claim. 
It is the high and inalienable claim of 
nature. 

But superadded to this, there is now the 
powerful, tlic constraining tie of sove- 
reign and redeeming love. Christ has 
not only given us being, but he has saved 
us when that life was forfeited, and even 
when the sentence of eternal death had 
gone forth against every soul of man. : 
And now he is showing forth his m'Crcy in | 
our behalf, by retaining us in this valley of i 
vision, and sparing us from day to day, to I 
tee if, perad venture, w’e will listen to his 
imploring voices to see if haply we will 
accept his o^^rtures of grace; and laying 
hold of him in feith and love, lay hold at 
the same time of all tlie peace andblessed- 
nflsa of heaven. TIub, then, is the authority 


of Christ to command, and this the gtound 
on which we are called On to obey. Oan 
any elahn be stronger? Can any tie bO 
higher or more endearing than that which 
our Creator, our BenO&Otor, our Saviour 
prefers; and yet we feel it not, rill the vrork 
of reneival has been begun, tdl the light of 
saving and of sanctifying truth has dawned 
upon the consetenco and the heart ; end 
then we can indeed sar, and say in truth, 
“ Unto whom. Lord, should we come, but 
unto thee.” We have seen thy beauty and 
the excellency of thy power,” and we are 
" determined to follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest, glorying in nothing save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the w'orld is crucified untO us and we unto 
the w'orld.” 

In following Christ, my friends, we must 
follow him to duty. When the Saviour 
issued his command to his disciples, there 
was before him the checquered scene of his 
labours ; and they, as the companions of his 
wanderings, had to go forth and mingle in 
the work. He had, indeed, a work given 
him to do in which their labours w'ould have 
been worse than useless, and in which, 
therefore, they did not and dared not inter- 
meddle. Ho liad his Fatheris work to 
accomplish ; the perfections of Deity to ho- 
nour; a broken law to vindicate and repair. 
— With this they could not interfere; for 
It was Deity alone that could do the work. 
It was Christ, the mighty God, who alone 
could tread the wine-press, and make glori- 
ous the sanctions of Ins law. But still they 
had duty to accomplish — duty in connexion 
with this great and completed w^ork, and 
which it was essential for the purposes of 
Heaven and their own salvation, that it 
should be felly and effectually performed. 
And we too, my friends, have our duties to 
discharge; we have a work to do — a work 
which cannot be dispensed with, pure and 
perfect as was the work of Christ; and 
which, if unaccomplished here, will never be 
permitted in eternity to be wrought. We 
are to work out our salvation — all in subor- 
dination to Christ’s work; and w'e are to 
do it in timCf w'hile yet the day of mercy is 
extended ; and we are to do it,*moreover, not 
as preceding Christ, but as following him in 
his glorious w’ork I We are to build on his 
work; we are to ; make it the foundation 
elect and precious of every thing w e do, 
and every thing we hope to enjoy. But 
still we are to build — erill we are to work, 
and strive, and labour, and pimsue, not 
looking at the foundation merely, bat Imild- 
steadily and surely upon it, remembering 
that we have enemies to encounter, and 
difBcuhies to meet ; that wo have the fruits 
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ofi^thandthedocirmesof the cross to oianf- 
fest and adorn ; and that if we are wanting 
in these things, we are yet destitatc of an 
interest in Christ — we are yet in the gall 
of bitt^ess* and in the bonds of iniquity/’ 
Again/ my friends, we must follow the 
Saviour in Uie path of suft'ering. When 
Christ told his disciples to follow him, he 
liad yet before him the scenes of his agony 
and death — the privations of his w'anderin^ 
lo feel, the hall of Pilate to encounter, the 
garden of Gethsemane to bear, the torture 
of the cross, in unmitigated anguish, to en- 
dure. And his disciples, whom he had 
called to follow him, had likewise their 
griefs and sufferings to undergo. “ In the 
world ye shall have tribulation,” was the 
warning which he gave thorn. “ If they 
have persecuted me, they will also perse- 
cute you. They will put you out of syna- 
gogues. They will hate you for my name’s 
sake ; yea, the very time cometh, that who- 
soever killcth you will think that he docih 
God service.” And we know liow deeply 
their experience w^as called on to verify this 
warning. ” They were made to suffer perse- 
cution t they were called on to bo faithful 
unto death. They were in perils often — in 
perils by tvators, and robbers, and heathen, 
and countrymen, and wilderness, and sea.” 
“ They had trial of cruel mockings and scotirg- 
ings ; yea, moreover, of bonds and imprison- 
ments, They were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the 
sword; they wandered about in sheep-skins 
and goat-skins ; in deserts, and mountains, 
and caves of the earth, being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented — being men of whom 
the world \vas not w'orthy.” And w'e, too, 
if the disciples of Jesus, must suffer grief, 
and trial, and persecution. — Not tliat the 
way of life is a dark and painful career, un- 
sbothed by a single comfort, unallcviated by 
a single joy. The truth is, that the follower 
of Christ has joys which the world cannot 
understand, just as he has sorrows which it 
cannot share. He has a peace of mind 
which passe th knowledge, which rises far 
af)0V6 the comprehension of the mere na- 
tural man ; but then he has griefe which a 
stranger cannot interfere with. He has sin, 
appreciated in the light of divine truth, and 
which others slight, or banish from their 
thoughts has this to ponder, and be 
ashamed of, and deplore. He has an un* 
Imlieying heart to mourn over and resist; 
he has a world that Heth in wickedness to 
and strive with, and subduc« — Yes, 
my mends, be is one of the objects of re- 
deembig love« and just because he Is so, he 


is often led into the furnace of affliction,, 
that the ** trial of his faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though 
it be tried with lire, might be found unto 
praise, and honour, and glory.*’ True, in 
these days, he is not called on to resist unto 
blood. I’he fires of persecution are extin- 
guished, and the reireshing shade of his 
own vine and fig-tree is above him. But 
still the W'orld loveth its own, and hates and 
persecutes in some form or another tlio 
tbllowers of the lowly Jesus. 

There is encouragement, however, the 
amplest and surest encouragement. Hear 
the language of Christ to his people: “I 
will make my grace to be sufficient for you; 
I will perfect my strength in your weak- 
ness ; 1 will guide you by my counsel, and 
receive you to my glory.” “ When the 
poor and the needy seek for water and there 
is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, 
I the Lord will hear them ; I the God of 
Israel will not forsake them. I will open 
rivers in high places, and fountains in the 
midst of the valleys. I will make the wil- 
derness a pool of water, and the dry land 
springs of water, that they may see, and 
know’, and understand together, that the 
hand of the Lord hath done this, and the 
holy One of Israel hath created it.” What 
should move us when w’o have all this en- 
couragement before us — when we have these 
precious promises to animate and sustain 
us ? What should deter us from following 
Christ, when we kno>v that if we walk in 
his steps he w'ill strengthen us by his grace-^ 
that it W'e follow to tiie end, he w'ill lead 
us into glory? What more, then, could 
have been done for us than has not been 
done ? What more could we wish, than 
that in the hour of need wc should be 
strengthened and sustained by his upholding 
arm ? — And that, finally, when our race is 
finished, and our warfare has been accom- 
plished, we should walk among the redeemed 
of the Lord, and should come to^Zion with 
songs and everlasting joy upon our heads. 

to it, then, my friends, that ye follow 
Christ, that ye cleave to him, individually, a# 
the Lord your righteousness, as the founda- 
tion of your hope, as your salvation and de- 
sire, that so when the interests of this world 
shall have come to a close, ye may be able 
with truutiph to exclaim, I have fought 
the fi^t, 1 have finished my course T " I 
am now a conquermr, yea, more than n 
conqueror, through Him that loved me.** 
^ Hencdb^ thero Is laid up for me a crown 
of life, which God, the nghteons Judge, 
shall place upon my head/* 
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* Anri the chief priests and the scribes the same hour sought to lay hands on him ; find 
they feared the people: for they perceived that he had spoken this parable against 
them. And they watched himy and sent forth spies^ which should feign themselves 
just meriy that they might take hold of his wordsy that so they might deliver him unto 
the power and authority of the governor* And they asked himy saying y Master, we 
know that thou sayest and teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou the person of 
tiny, but teachest the way of God truly ; is it lawftd for us to gwe trilmte unto 
Ccesar, or no ? But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them. Why tempt ye 
me 9 Show me a penny. Whose image and superscription hath it 9 They answered 
and said, Casads. And he said unto them. Render, therefore, unto Ccesar the 
things which be Ccesads, and unto God the things which be God's. And they could 
not take hold of his words befoj e thepeoj^le: and they marvelled at his answer, and 
held their peace ." — Luke xx. 19 — 26. 

In a previous lecture our attention was 
tlirectcd to the fallen condition of the Jewish 
church and state, as presented by the em- 
blem of a deserted and barren vineyard. 

The conduct of the rulers and people of 
Israel, in their injurious treatment of the 
inessenfrers of God, and, especially, of his 
own beloved Son, suggested various lessons 
of practical importance. Our Lord con- 
cluded his parable by reminding them of a 
passage of Scripture, which had a special 
reference to his divine mission. “ He beheld 
them, and said. What is this that is written, 
the Stone which the builders rejected, the 
same is become the head of the corner? 

Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall 
be broken ; but on whomsoever it shall fall, 
it will grind him toj)owder.” Verses 17, 18. 

Such pointed and awakening repvoof was 
keenly felt by the chief priests and the 
scribes. The Evangelist relates, accord- 
VoL. V. — No. 162. 


ingly, that “ the same hour they sought to 
lay hands on Jesus; and they feared the 
people ; for they perceived that he had 
spoken this parable against them.” Vcr. 19. 

The self-esteem of those men was wounded 
to the uttermost: and, purposes of revenge 
which had been long and ardently cherished, 
were at length irrepressible. They were, 
tliereforc, impatient of delay, and were re- 
strained, only by the dread of popular 
resentment, from carryings their murderous 
designs into immediate execution. 

Intent on their main object, however, 
and unable to accomplish it by direct means, 
they had recourse to the base expedient ol 
attempting to ensnare our Lord into a be- 
trayal of such sentiments as should expose 
him to certain hazard. To artifices of this 
description they were not strangers : long 
experience had rendered them apt scholar* 
in such attainments. In furtherance of their 
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cruel design, “ they watched him, and sent 
forth spies, which, should feign tliemselves 
jUSt men, that they might take hold of his 
words, that so they might didiver him unto 
the power and authority of the governor.” 
As “the glory had de])artc(l from Jsniel, 
and the sceptre from Judah;” God’s ancient 
heritage were at that time subject to a 
foreign jurisdidioii. Grievous and revolt- 
ing, liowcvor, as the acknowledgment of 
Roman superiority was to iIkj )>eculiar peo- 
ple of Jehovah, even tliis was deemed a 
light matter, in comparison of their dislike 
to the Lord Jesus. 

Various artful quesUems had been, on 
])revious occasions, jirojiostnl for our Sa- 
viour’s solution by tlie Ji'wisb rulers and 
their emissaries. These iia<l received an- 
pWits, which, to every mind not absolutely 
“ blinded by the god <jf this w orld,” must 
Jiave indic:it(sl the divine wisdom and au- 
thority of him who ” sjiakc as luw'er man 
t^pake.” Hut, thi* malevolent aHections are 

engrossed w ith the gratification of them- 
selves, that they leave no place for disjias- 
sionate retioction. With melancholy fatuity, 
tiieir possessors are neither admonished by 
past experience, nor regardful of future con- 
aequenees. These disciples of tlie Pharisees 
and of the Hiirodians, although they differed 
essentially in their view's respecting tlic 
justice of CaiS'ar’s authority, nevertheless 
cordially agreed in their hatred of Christ; 
and, therefore, insieliously c,ontriv(‘d, by an 
appearance of respect h)r bis judgment and 
integrity, to ueeomplisb his ruin. “ They 
asked him, saying, Master, we know that 
thou sayest and teuehest rightly, neither 
aeecptcst thou the person of any, but teaeh- 
est tlie way of God truly. Is it lawful for 
us to give tribute unto Cmsar, or iio’r” 
Verse ‘21, 22. 

“ If our Lord had asserted, on the one 
hand, that tribute W'as to be paid to Caesar, 
tbe Pharisees, who gimerally maintained 
that such a subjection to a foreign pow’cr 
was inconsistent w ith fhe jiriviJeges of God’s 
])eeuliar people, wt>uld have endeavoured to 
expose him to pojmlar resentment as betray- 
ing the liberties of his country. On the | 
other hand, had he denied the lawfulness of 
this tribute, tlie Hcrodians would have had 
a very filausible prctcuce of aecnsing liim 
to tfie Roman pow'er as a seditious person, 
which his persecutors had afteiwvards tlie 
assurance to do. Nay, fierhaps, the very 
circumstance of taking ujion him to deter- 


mine such a question, might, by these insi- 
dious inquirers, be construed as a pretence 
to sovereignty.”* 

Our blessed Lord, who, “ scareheth the 
heart and tricth the reins,” perceived their 
craftiness, and said unto them, “ Why 
tempt ye me ? Show me a penny — whose 
image and superscription hath it? They 
answxTed and said, Cmsar’s. And he said 
unto them. Render, therefore, unto Caesar the 
things which be Caesar’s, and uiitq God the 
things w hich be God’s.” Verses 23 — 25. The 
profound wisdom and invulnerable principle 
of this rcjily filled them with consternation. 
“ Tliey could not take hold of his words 
before the jieople ; and they marvelled at 
his answer and held their peace.” Verse 26. 

You readily perceive that the examina- 
tion of this portion of Sacred Scrijiturc is 
hardly practicable without assuming an 
aspect in some measure political. It is, 
therelbrc, of high moment, that we should 
guard against the unfavourable influence of 
whatever predilections might mislead us 
from a fair and consistent interpretation of 
the Saviour’s language. To rendi^r unto 
Cicsar -the things w'hiidi be Cmsar’s, and 
unto God the things whicli be God's, are 
precepts enforced by the authority, and 
illustrated by the cxamjile of the Redeemer. 
They are not of local or temporary, but of 
gciuaMl and permanent application. With 
the view of elucidating their imjiort, w'e 
must betake ourselves to the volume of in- 
sj)iration ;— not to schools of secular jioliti- 
ciaiis, by ivhatcvcr name they prefer to be 
distinguished. 

The w'orld is, liapjnly, to a great extent, 
reliovt]id from the autiiority of mere names ; 
and the more widily Christianity difluses 
its benign influence, the less valuable will 
tbe w atchwords of party appear. 

WY‘ begin tbe exjiosition of the S[>ecial 
command in verse 25, with the statement of 
a principle obviously involved in it, That 
civil government is a divine institution ap^ 
pointed for the benefit of mankind. 

That this is the doctrine of Holy Scrip- 
ture is evident, not only from its general 
tenor, but also from many direct averments. 
“ By me kings reign, mid princes decree 
justice.” Prov, viii. 15. “ There is no 

power but of God : tlie pow ers that be are 
ordained of God. Whosoever, therefore. 


Doddridge in loco. 
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rcsisteth the power, rosisteUi tlie ordinance 
of God'" Rom. xiii, 1. 2. Rulers are ex- 
pressly called ** the ministers of God.” 
Rom. xiii. 4. 

Of whatever limitation these passages 
admit, it cannot be deduced from them con- 
sistently with the established laws of inter- 
pretation, that the authority of the civil 
magistrate, whether supreme or subordinate, 
has in it no greater sacredness than those 
ordinary compacts which men form and dis- 
solve by mutual pleasure. The institution 
of government is to be traced to the groat 
Author of social order, stability, and haj)pi- 
ness; and not, as has been frequently 
affirmed, to mere conventional expediency. 
It is hardly needful to remark, here, that 
the specific form of administration is not, 
with the exception of the Jewish polity, of 
divine origin. The source of civil authority 
in the general, is to be found in the fountain- 
head of all pow er ; but the particular kind 
of government is, with intinitc wisdom, in- 
trusted to the ordinary principles wliich 
guide men in human affairs. Hence Chris- 
tianity, without compromising either the 
letter or the sjnrit of her laws, inculcates 
the observance of political duties on man- 
kind, whether under a monarchy, an oli- 
garchy, or a body cliosen liy the peojde. 
Rocognisivig civil government as a provision 
of God for the earthly welfare of his crea- 
tures, her province is to infuse into her ow n 
mild and equitable spirit : to inculcate alike 
on ruler and subjects “ whatsoever things 
arc true, whatsoever things are honest, what- 
soever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things ai-e lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report.” 

In these observations, let it not be sup- 
posed, that w'e hold the monstrous heresy 
of the “right divine to govern wrong,” or 
maintain, that it is not allowable to use 
every constitutional mean of advancing na- 
tional improvement. Perish the ungenerous 
thought, alike revoking to moral sensibility, 
and subversive of all true patriotism I The 
doctrine of unquestioning passive obedience, 
has found its abettors among tyrants and 
sycophants, but nothing so abhorrent from 
good sense and right principle is taught in 
the volume of inspiration. The service 
which it requires, is invariably a reasonable 
service — the willing tribute of the under- 
standing, the conscience, and the heart. 
Any other species of subjection w o aid mani- 
festly strike the root of government itself. 


by rendering that an instrument of sin and 
of wretdiedness, which is graciously de- 
signed and adapted to be a provision for 
good. The duties obligatory on us, as sub- 
jects, are enjoined by the highest authority 
in the universe — by Him who is “ King of 
kings, and Lord of lords;” but all of them, 
as we shall endeavour to show in the sequel, 
must harmonize with the law s of immutable 
truth and rectitude. 

Having submitted to you the divine sanc- 
tions under which government, is instituted, 
let us now' consider the obligations which it 
requires. 

I. The first is, the paying of tribute : the 
support of civil authority with a reasonable 
portion of our substance. 

I Whatever opinion be entertained as to 
the origin of government, all reasonable 
men are agreed respecting its necessity and 
importance. No state of society can be 
conceived more deplorable than one in 
which the will of the strongest i.s the law to 
others; in which physical force, or the 
caprice of arbitrary passion, tramples on the 
rights and comforts of humanity. That 
such effects flow from the want of civil 
government, is at once the deduction of 
reason and matter of historical fiict. Whilst 
human nature retains its depravity, and is 
not restrained by moral considerations, civil 
law's invested with adequate sanctions, are 
indispc'nsublc to the protection of life, of 
property, and of whatever else man holds 
in estimation. Without such guardianship, 
all is anarchy, distraction, and exposure to 
every form of insult and aggression. But 
if civil govcmmeiit be thus an inestimable 
blessing, it is entitled to suitable support. 
The subjects of it arc bound by every prin- 
ciple of duty, and of gratitude, to obey the 
divine command, “ Render unto all their 
dues, tribute to w hom tribute is due, custom 
to whom custom.” Nor can individuals 
exonerate themselves from this obligation, 
without thereby evincing their disregard 
alike of scriptural authority and scriptural 
exam})le; without virtually declaring that 
tbey are not disciples of the Lord and Sa- 
viour, and without direct infringeuient of the 
most obvious principles of order and recti- 
tude. 

A remarkable exemplification of Christ’s 
respect for the pecuniary maintenance of 
civil government occurs, Matthew xvii. 
24. in fin. “ And when they were come 
to CapemauBB,, they that received tribute 
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money, carac to Peter, and said, Doth not a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 
your Master pay tribute ? He saith, Yes. docth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be 
And when ho was come into the house, subject, not only for wrath, but also for con- 


Jcsus prevented him, saying. What thinkest 
thou, Simony Of whom do the kings of] 
the earth take custom, or tribute? Of their 
own children, or of strangers. Peter saith 
unto him. Of strangers. Jesus saith unto 
him, Then arc the children free. Not- 
withstanding, lest wc should offend (scan- 
dalize) them, go thou to the sea, and cast 
an hook, and take up the fish that first 
coinetU up; and when thou hast opened his 
mouth, thou shall find apiece of money ; that 
take, and give unto them for rnc and thee.” 

The duty of paying tribute for tlie sup- 
port of government, is thus distinctly esta- 
iilished i)y Serij)ture proof. On this point, 
as oil the former, no specific rules arc given. 
These are wisely left to be detennined by 
particular exigencies; but, excepting cases 
of urgent necessity, none can justly plead 
an exemption from their share ol public 
dues. And, as the revenue of every govern- 
ment must be proportioned to its ncces.sary 
expenditure, he who either refuses to render 
tribute, or who dexterously evades the law, 
is guilty, in the sight of God, of an act of 
public depredation. All are indebted to 
the administration by which they are pro- 
tected, and all, therefore, arc bound to main- 
tain its resources according to their ability. 

11. We oU(j/it to render to civil (/overu' 
ment honour and allegiance. 

'fhe following are some of the cxjiress 
commands of tlie Almighty on this point. 
“ Thou shall not revile the gods (magis- 
trates), nor curse the ruler of thy people.” 
Exod. xxii, li8. “ My sun, fear thou the 
Lord and the king; and mcildlo not with 
them that are given to change.” Prov. xxiv. 
lil. “ Honour all men. Pear God. Honour 
the king.'’ 1 Peter ii. 17. “ Let every 

soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God. Who- 
soever, therefore, resisteth the pow'er, 
resisteth the ordinance of God; and they 
that resist shall receive to themselves dam- 
nation. For rulers are not a terror to good 
works, but to the evil. Wilt thou, tlien, 
not be afraid of the power ? Do that which 
is good, and tliou shalt have praise of tlic 
same. For he is tlic minister of God to 
iliee for good. But if thou do that which 
is evU, be afraid; for he bearcth not the 
•word in vain : for ho b the minbter of God, 


science’ sake.” Rom. xiii. 1 — 6, “ Pul 
them in mind to be subject to principalities 
and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready 
to every good work.” Titus iii. 1. 

From these passages, and others Nvhich 
might be cited, the duty of rendering honour 
and allegiance unto kings and rulers is in- 
contestably apjiarent. Nor can it be justly 
maintained, that this obligation is merely 
the result of conventional agreement, as 
certain political moralists have affirmed. 
If we obey only for “ wrath’s sake” — in 
other words, if our respect and submission 
be not conscientiously and cordially ren- 
dered — wc oppose the whole spirit and ten- 
dency of such scriptural precepts. To 
honour and obey civil government is a 
branch of Christian ethics, and like every 
other department of that incomparable code 
of duty, is enforced by the holy and immu- 
table sanctions of the supreme Legislator. 

Government is, with the explanation pre- 
viously given, a divine ordinance; and, 
although certain cinorgcncios may arise in 
which disobedience becomes the duty of 
subjects, still the groat general principle is, 
w’o apjireliend, untouched, that it possesses 
claims on our respect and allegiance as 
government, independenilg of the characters 
of those by whom it is administered. 

If occasional maladministration were a 
sufficient reason for w ithholding honour and 
allegiance, the Christians of the apostolic 
age ought above all nren to have clainnul 
and received such exemption. The rulers 
under whom their lot was cast, were, both 
as men and as magistrates, entitled to no 
respect apart from that w hich belonged to 
their official trust : nay, in many instances, 
they acted in direct opposition to the civil 
interests, not only of their Christian, but 
even of their heathen subjects. Where 
shall wc ever discover names which awaken 
more jiromptly the feelings of virtuous in- 
dignation than those of Tiberius and Nero ? 
And yet in behalf of their administrations, 
respect and obedience arc unequivocally 
exacted. But Christians were the minority, 
it has been alleged in reply, and resistance 
would have been, therefore, alike ineffectual 
and unwise. We admit the premises, but 
deny the validity of the conclusion. Had 
resistance been their duty* it would have 
been clearly and fearlessly enjoined. He 
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wlM)»e part it is to deliver, whether “ by j 
n^any or by few,” would, if the principles of j 
his moral government had not been opposed 
to such expedients, have never allowed tlie 
pages of inspiration to record as lessons 
obligatory on all ages wliat were merely 
designed for tlm early Christians, We 
have yet to learn by w hat authority inde- 
pendently of God himself, this restriction of 
Scripture to special exigencies is supported. 
Wherever particular limitations are used, 
of these notice is given either by the con- 
text or by the connexion of tlie passage 
with other jwwtions of sacred Writ. But, 
in reference to those on w Inch our argument 
is foimdeii, no restrictions are sj)ecitied; one 
always excepted^ that the antecedent claims 
of God in his eternal law of rectitude must 
never be infringed. “ llender unto Caesar 
the things which be Caesar’s, and unto God 
the things which be Gods.'* 

Whilst a Christian, therefore, ought, in 
the spirit, and agreeably to the example of 
Christ, to endure much and even to “suffer 
wrongfully,” as to his temporal estate, 
rather tliau to take the sword of retribution 
into his own hand ; the same principle 
of obedience to the divine authority will 
preserve him from all tampering with the 
things of God. The rights of conscience, 
as a discii)lc of the Lord Jesus, are wliat 
the world can neither give nor take away, 
and these, it is, accordingly, his sacred duty 
to maintain at w hatever expense of personal 
hazard. It is, hence apparent, that, although 
res[>€ct and allegiance arc obligatory on 
subjects even under law's, the constitution 
or executive administration of which may 
be conscientiously disapproved, the obedi- 
ence for which we contend must never 
interfere with the full exercise of our reason 
and our conscience in matters of religion. 
With this limitation, it is no breach of 
charity to observe, that the Christian faith 
abjures all communion with that unfeeling 
aspeiity with which civil rulers are often 
ungratefully abused, by certain heartless pre- 
tenders to political purity ; — all communion 
with that intolerance of party spirit, on 
either side, which excludes from its regards 
all who dissent from its domination; — all 
communion with those extravagant notions 
which some entertain as to the power ol 
any system of human policy, however ex- 
cellent iu itself, or by whomsoever adminis- 
tered, to complete the happiness of a nation. 
Descended from Heaveo^the impenshable 


guardian of order and excellence, Christi- 
anity unites in bonds of mutual dependence 
all classes of the body politic ; — is at once 
the poor man’s best friend, and the instruc- 
tor of princes: — subordinates to her high 
purposes the existing framew'ork of human 
estaibUshments, and authoritatively demands 
for Cffisar the tilings which be Caesar's, and 
for God the things which be God’s. Her 
language respecting these w ho with reckless 
audacity would sport with any department 
of duty is that of the Patriarch, “ My 
soul come not thou into their secret : unto 
tlreir assembly, mine honour, be not thou 
united.” 

III. We ought to pray with earnestness 
and frequency for the government and 
rulers of our country. 

When we consider the entire dependence 
of all human counsels and measures on the 
direction and blessing of God, in order that 
they may prove beneficial, the imjiortance 
of prayer will appear in a light equally 
strong and attractive. The more elevated 
the condition of men, and the more arduous 
their duties, the greater arc their responsi- 
bility and their consequent need of divine 
guidance and aid. “ Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from alxive, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, wdth whom 
is no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing.” James i. 17. It is matter of serious 
apprehension that, by many, prayer for those 
iu situations of authority is regarded too 
much as a customary form ; forgetful, that 
nothing can prosper w ithout the accomjiauy- 
ing influence of Heaven, AJl ideas of pos- 
sible benefit from any human institution are 
vain and presumptuous, unless God impart 
his enriching blessing. Let none amongst 
us conceive that the only, or the main use 
of prayer, is its benign effect upon the mind 
of the suppliant. It is the divinely appoint- 
ed channel through which w e are authorized 
to expect the fulfilment of God’s promises, 
either to individuals or to collective bodies. 
You might, tlierefore, as reasonably expect 
to behold the earth clothed in brightness 
and verdure without the influences of the 
risen sun and the refreshing showers, as to 
witness national prosperity apart from the 
fulfilment of prayer. The divine purposes, 
it is true, are altogether independent on hu- 
man means, either as to their origin or their 
success ; but wheuever these purposes ma- 
terially affect the welfare of mankind, it is a 
principle of Scripture, that for ail tbesa 
B 2 
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things “ God will be inquired of to do it for 
them.” Hence the ineffable value of prayer 
that He, in whom all fulness dwells, may 
endow “ kings, and all that are in authority,” 
W’ith requisite gifts and graces, and may 
vender their government a salutary mean of 
establishing and extending the interests of 
peace, of righteousness, and of human feli- 
city. Whilst secular politicians never ascend 
higher in their designs of national good 
than to the resources of creative wisdom 
and power, the Christian follows the exam- 
j)le of those holy patriots wlio traced the 
stability and enlargement of national bless- 
ings to the Lord th(;ir God. 

How memorable David’s prayer for Solo- 
mon, “Give the king thy judgments, O 
God, and thy righteousness unto the king’s 
son. He shall judge thy neopic with right- 
eousness, and thy poor witn judgment. The 
mountains shall l)ring [)eaec to the people, 
and the little hills, by righteousness. He 
shall judge the poor of the ])eo]»lc, he shall 
save the children of the needy, and shall 
break in pieces the oppressor.” Psalm 
Ixxii. 1 — 5. In exact accordance with these 
supplications is the language of Paul : “ 1 
exhort, therefore, that first of all, supplica- 
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men. For kings, 
and for all that are in authority ; that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty. Ferthis is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
who will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 
1 Tira.ii. 1—5. 

If such precepts and examples were duly 
influential, we sliould, without the slightest 
])resiunption, expect a greatly augmented 
share of national tranquillity and happiness. 
Men would learn to express their jmlitical 
views with moderation, candour, and for- 
bearance. They would be disposed to make 
much larger allowances for the force of early 
and long cherished associations in their 
opponents than they usually manifest. In- 
stead of the intemperate virulence of fac- 
tion exemplified often in contemptuous epi- 
thets and uncharitable judgments ; instead 
of the blind servility of ignorance and mean- 
ness ; or the incessant murmuring of those 
who “ despise dominion and si>euk evil of 
dimities;” there would be manifested a 
npirit of dependence on, and sympathy with, 
that “ wisdom that is from above ; wisdom 
£rtt pure» then peaceable, gentle, and easy 


to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypo* 
crisy.” James hi. 17. 

Having submitted to your consideration 
various duties obligatory on us as subjects 
of civil government, it is of importance to 
notice the connexion in which they are 
brought forward ; as this serves both to 
define their extent and enforce their appli- 
cation, Whiit mankind owe to the Supreme 
Being is of primary and unspeakable moment. 
He is the source of all authority, whether 
possessed by private individuals or by pub- 
lic bodies. “ Power belongeth unto God,” 
as its uncreated and eternal residence. 
“ The bosom of Jehovah is the seat of law,” 
and whatever, therefore, is not in unison 
with his revealed will, ought to be invaria- 
bly withstood. To comply with requisi- 
tions which the divine law prohibits, or to 
abstain from what it expressly enjoins, can 
never be the duty of a creature in any cir- 
amistances. 

No human authority can cither annul or 
alter moral obligation, wliich is immutable 
as its celestial source, and must be sacredly 
recognised, should all the powers of the 
created universe combine to set it aside. 
Nor is there the slightest discrepancy be- 
twixt this view of the obedience of subjects 
and that which has been advanced in an 
earlier part of the discourse. For who docs 
not perceive that the duties of mankind to 
constituted authorities, as being the ordi- 
nance of God, and the refusal of obedience 
to nnscriptural commands, are emanations 
of the same great principle of allegiance to 
the divine law ? If government be, as was 
stated, of heavenly appointment, it cannot, 
justly, demand, and ought not to expect 
from its subject compliance beyond the point 
at which Deity proclaims, “ Hitherto shalt 
thou go but no farther.” This point, even 
the enlightened and conscientious may be 
sometimes unable to ascertain with absolute 
precision ; but without embarrassing our 
minds amidst nice and subtle refinements of 
casuistry, it approves itself to reason that 
no administration has a right to allegiance 
when it perverts its powder of doing good 
into an instrument of religious despotism. 
The existence of government implies mutual 
duties incumbent alike on rulers and the 
governed ; and, although particular civil 
acts, sufficiently obnoxious, must sometimes 
lie endured, even for conscience' sake, and 
tlio Christian subject, with all the “ meek- 
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ness of wisdom,” will in such cases simply 
refer his cause to Him who hath said, “ Ven- 
g:cance is mine, I will repay,” the same 
extent of submission would be plainly sinful 
whenever the attempt should be made to 
fetter the conscience towards God. 

On this principle we arc satisfied that the 
struggles of our revered forefathers admit 
of Christian vindication. Tlieir conflicts 
even unto death, were, with few exceptions, 
conflicts for self-preservation and for reli- 
gious freedom. That civil questions min- 
gled, in certain cases with the higher ques- 
tion of man’s unalienable right to w^orship 
God agreeably to conscience and Scripture, 
is not matter of am:jLzement. They lived in 
most perilous times, and, if tlicy exceeded 
in some few instances the limits within 
which divine Revelation has confined us, 
ordinary candour will ascribe this to no 
design, on their part, of hostile aggression. 
Oppression maketh even wise men mad, and 
such oppression what language cau describe 
in terms sufficiently strong ! 

Of the manifest duty of Christians to re- 
fuse obedience to commands which preclude 
the rendering unto God the things which 
be God’s, a notable example occurs in the 
conduct of Peter and John, towards the 
1 persecuting rulers who endeavoured to in- 
terdict them in their Master’s work. 

“ Now when they saw the boldness of 
Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, they 
marvelled ; and they took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jesus. And 
beholding the man w hich was healed stand- 
ing with them, they could say nothing 
against it. But when they had commanded 
them to go aside out of the council, they 
conferred among themselves, saying, What 
shall we do to these men ? for that indeed 
a notable miracle hath been done by them, 
is manifest to all them that dwell in Jeru- 
salem ; and we cannot deny it. But that 
it spread no further among the people, let 
us straitly threaten them, that they speak 
henceforth to no man in this name. And 
they called them, and commanded them not 
to speak at all, nor to teach, in the name of 
Jesils. But Peter and John answered and 
said unto them, Whether it he right in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye. For w'e cannot 
but speak the things which we have seen 
And heard.” Acts iv. 13 — 21. 

, It is thus manifest that the religious be- 


lief and W'Orship of individuals, whenever 
these do not endanger the social weal by 
leading to overt acts of rebellion, are be- 
yond the jurisdiction of any authority mere- 
ly human. In the determination of tliesc 
w'eighty matters, “ He who judgeth us is the 
j Lord to Him alone w'e are accountable, 

I and no civil tribunal is morally competent 
' to interfere. Attempts to prescribe the 
doctrines wliich we shall receive, or the 
modes of worship to which we shall con- 
form, are as oppressive as they are unsuc- 
cessful. The civil magistrate ought, doiibt- 
j less, to be the protector and the patron ol‘ 
Christianity, both on account of its own 
intrinsic excellence, and in consideration of 
I the stability which it gives to government 
1 for the benefit of all classes. Kings are 
never more highly to be honoured than 
when they are the nursing fathers, nor 
queens than when they are nursing mothers 
of the Church of God. Their elevation to 
such distinction is one which even ang(!ls 
delight to contemplate, for they are all 
ministering spirits to the heirs of salvation. 
But whilst the protection and support of 
government are never more beneficially em- 
ployed than in relation to the Christian faith 
— that divine source of all private and 
national virtue — that exclusive inspirer of 
the righteousness which exalteth a nation-— 
beyond tliis the power of human laws does 
not justly extend. “ My kingdom,” saiih 
our Lord, “ is not of tins w orld its autho- 
nty reaches even to the hidden man of the 
heart ; and regarding this, Omniscience 
alone is qualified to form a decided esti- 
mate, and to pronounce a sentence of ap- 
proval or of condemnation. But although 
the kingdom of Christ disclaims the imposi- 
tion of secular laws as affecting either its 
principles or its administration, its subjficts 
will suffer the word of exhortation whilst 
they are reminded of their privileges, their 
obligations, and their dangers, as citizens of 
earth, during their preparation for a higher 
and an enduring world. 

1. Let Christians express and evince their 
thankfulness for national privileges. Did 
the blessed Saviour inculcate the duty of 
rendering unto Ceesar the things which be 
Caesar’s, and become himself willingly sub- 
ject to foreign jurisdiction, although every 
method was adopted to ensnare and destroy 
him : — although the protection afforded to 
the vilest malefactors was to be denied, and 
his innocent blood was to flow' as a memo- 
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rial of the most injustice? Did 

tlie Apostles of the Lord, whilst they knew 
that bonds and imprisonment, tortures and 
death awaited them — ^nay, after sharp and 
repeated persectrtions, inculcate, notwith- 
standing’, subordination to g-overnment as 
the ordinance of God ? What, then, is the 
duty of Christian subjects in this highly 
favoured land — a land in which we sit under 
cur vine and our %-trce, none making us 
afraid ; — a land in which the principles of 
revealed religion are not merely tolerated, 
but an established provision made for their 
stability and diffusion ; — a land, the institu- 
tions of which are interwoven with the 
avowal of Christ’s kingly authority ; — and in 
which the ordinances of Christianity are 
l)ccoming gradually more accessiide by all 
classes ? In such circumstances, what Bri- 
tish heart does not respond to the feelings 
of ancient Israel, “ Truly the lines have 
fallen to us in pleasant places : we have a 
goodly heritage.” May the blessing of the 
God of nations be ever our portion : may 
our judges be ever just, and our exactors 
righteous. May Jehovah abundantly bless 
the provision of Zion, and satisfy her poor 
with bread. May He also clothe her priests 
with salvation, and her saints shall shout 
aloud for joy. Our gratitude for national pri- 
vileges will be most satisfactorily evinced by 

2. A practical rt*gard to every Christian 
and moral obligation. 

A feeling of sclf-gratulation is apt to 
spread its illusory influence over our minds 
whilst we think and speak of our civil and 
religious advantages. The acknowledged 
prc-emiacnce of this country in arts and 
in arms ; in commercial, intellectual, and 
moral power ; ^ in rational and Christian 
liberty, has frequently afforded matter of 
proud exultation, as for our righteous- 
ness' sake the Lord had thus distinguished 
ns among the nations. Visions of British 
glory have been the theme of the poet’s 
song, and of the patriot’s rejoicing. The 
fame of our land has gone forth, even to the 
end of the vvorld. A more temperate and 
chastened joy wovdd have been befitting; 
for we should have faithfully inquired, What 
have we rendered unto the Lord for all his i 
benefits ? What has been the return of our ' 
hearts to Him who has crowned us with 
loving kindness and tender mercies? Have 
we been rendered more humble by the re- 
flection that God alone hath made us to 
(li^er ?— more vigilant in our resistance 


against those sins which are the disgrace 
and ruin of a people ? — ^more sedulous in 
the cultivation of those habits and virtues 
which constitute the only test of national 
character? Have we rendered unto God 
the things which be God’s ? Have we 
yielded ourselves to Him in our under- 
standings, that He might enlighten them by 
his Word and Spirit ; — in our affections, 
that He might reign with moral supremacy 
over us ; — in our relationships, that He might 
hallow them with his blessing ; — in our pro- 
perty, that He might be glorified by our 
promotion alike of the temporal and spii it- 
ual interests of our fellow-subjects, and of 
the general family of mankind ; — in our all, 
as being persuaded that whatever we pos- 
sess is of God, to whom be glory and do- 
minion for ever? These inquiries claim 
our immediate and most serious regard. 
They are not matters of trivial or evanes- 
cent interest, but vast and solemn in their 
present Euid future bearings : “ For unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be 
much required.” 

That we may be incited to the diligent 
performance of such duties, let the subject 
be improved with the view of 

3. Keminding Christians of their dangers. 
Amidst the conflic^ting interests and power- 
ful allurements of this life, the concerns of 
futurity often suffer. The hazard of sacri- 
ficing the rights of God for the gratification 
of temporary pleasures is great and immi- 
nent. In civil polity no question has more 
frequently exercised the ingenuity of states- 
men than the best method of preserving the 
balance of power. There is another ba- 
lance which is incomparably more difficult 
of adjustment. In one scale are the con- 
cerns of time, in the other those of eternity ; 
and the most momentous of all inquiries is, 
which is likely to preponderate ? The 
honours and opulence of the most splendid 
earthly condition wall assuredly profit us 
nothing if we lose our own souls. The 
most praisew^orthy acts of allegiance to our 
king and our rulers will be worse than use- 
less if w'e neglect the great salvation. One 
of the most striking proofs of the divine 
origin of the Christian revelation is the un- 
compromising fidelity with which it enu- 
merates and enforces our various personal 
and social duties. Another evidence of its 
supreme authority and excellence may be 
observed in the perfect harmony which sub- 
sists among all its requisitions. One order 
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of duties is never allowed to interfere with 
others. As devotion towards God is fana- 
ticism whenever we exclude our fellow- 
creatures from our regards, so the most 
fervent loyalty will not compensate for the 
absence nor for the partial influence of vital 
godliness. Hence, brethren, that allegiance 
is uniformly most stable and consistent, 
which begins with a clear and settled 
recognition of the authority of God. The 
man who honours not the King of kings, 
who obeys not the voice of the Lord, and 
of the Saviour whom He hath sent, may 
arrogate the nnine of a patriot, but the 
elements of genuine j)atriotism are wanting. 
Self-interest, vanity, early prejudices, or 
some other influence, may have determined 
his adoption of a certain political creed, 
and secured his unvarying adherence to it. 
But he is the real lover of his country and 
the best subject of government, who sup- 
j)orts, honours, and obeys, in all lawful mat- 
ters, from an enlightened regard to the 
will of Jehovah. Amidst the fluctuations 
of a scene in which he feels himself to be 
a stranger and a sojourner, he discharges 
the duties of his place and station with 
the spirit of a citizen of Heaven. He 
receives with gratitude the security afforded 
for his present well-being in the provisions 
of civil administration, and strives to evince 
the reality and the depth of this aflTection, 
by rendering unto Cmsar the things which 
be Cmsar’s, and unto God the things which 
be God’s. 

Finally. Let rulers and subjects stead- 
fastly unite in Christian and patriotic exer- 
tions for the promotion of their country’s 
weal. 

Wherever the heart is impressed with a 
proper sense of obligation to God, it de- 
lights to devise liberal things for the hap- 
piness of man. Our natural selfishness, 
indeed, frequently interposes between our 
convictions of duty and its faithful discharge ; 
and even Christians, who, in their best 
estate on earth, are sanctified only in part, 
have abundant cause of humiliation when 
they faithfully inquire, “ What do ye more 
than others V” How few' regard influence, 


property, talents, and other means of use- 
fulness, as sacred trusts, for the improve- 
ment of which God will exact a minute 
account ! If w'C habitually realized the pro- 
spect of our final reckoning, we should have 
a tar more elevated view of our several 
stewardships; and be mainly solicitous to 
“occupy until our Lord come.” Instead 
of asking, with cold and calculating selfish- 
ness, how few sacrifices of personal ease or 
comfort may be made by us for the sake 
of others, without endangering our hope of 
future happiness ; it would yield the purest 
gratification on this side heaven to be 
fcliow'-workers with God in rectifying the 
evils and enlarging the joys of mankind. 
The “ pomp and circumstance” of worldly 
station would be considered as altogether a 
vulgar thing, in comparison of the power of 
alleviating the distresses of even one sufferer 
in this vale of trial. Of what account are 
your treasures of gold and silver unless they 
be expended on objects which tend to ame- 
liorate and improve the race to which you 
belong ? Will it afford you satisfaction in 
the hour of death, to reflect that God be- 
stowed on you the most ample means of 
augmenting the happiness, bodily, mental, 
and spiritual, of his creatures — but that you 
regarded personal indulgence as man’s chief 
good ? Be assured, that you are not ren- 
dering cither to human or divine authority 
the obligations of a Christian, unless you 
employ every practicable mean of confer- 
ring substantial benefit on your country. If 
you use not the influence committed to you 
in w hatever sphere Providence has appointed 
your lot, for doing good unto all men as ye 
have opportunity ; — diffusing the blessings 
of Christianity, of civilization, and of general 
benevolence ; instruction to “ the ignorant, 
and those that are out of the w'ay relief 
to the indigent ; liberty to the oppressed ; 
and consolation to the mourner; — then, be 
your declarations of respect for civil autho- 
rity as explicit and numerous as possible, it 
is not from such patriots that Britain may 
expect either help amidst her dangers, or 
moral glory as her noblest distinction on the 
pages of her future history. 
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NO FLESH JUSTIFIED BY THE LAW; 

A LKcrUBE, 

the Kev. DAVID GARMENT, A.M., 

Miaixter of Ross-lu^en. 


Now we know, that what things soever the law saith^ it saith to them who are under 
the law ; that every mouth may he stopped^ and all the world may become guilty 
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh he justified in 
his sight ; for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God 
vnthout the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets ; even the 
righteousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe; for there is no difference : for all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of 6W.”— Romans iii. io— 23. 


The Apostle here introduces the law as 
a person addressing all who were under it, 
compelling them to confess their guilt, and 
to cease ol>Jecting against its righteous re- 
quirements, or just the rigorous exaction of 
the threatened penalty. Many who profess 
to explain the Scriptures, endeavour to per- 
suade them.selves and others, that the 
Apostle all along in this Kpistlc, when he 
speaks of the law, only intends the cere- 
monial law; and by this fancy attempt to 
elude the force of tlic Apostle’s doctrine, 
that a man is not justified by the deeds of 
the law. Now, in direct opposition to 
this fancy, the Apostle tells us, that the law 
of w'hich he speaks stops cvcr\' mouth, and 
proclaims all men guilty before God, in con- 
sequence of their disobedience to its re- 
quirements. Now, the ceremonial law could 
not stop every month; it never was bind- 
ing on all, and it is now, and has long since 
been abrogated. It is then perfectly evi- 
dent, that it is the moral law to which the 
Apostle here refers, and under which all 
men by nature are, and which addresses 
itself to all. All men are under obligations 
to obey the law, and all who are disobe- 
dient to its requirements are condemned by 
it. The children of God themselves w'cre 
under the law in their uncon rerted state ; 
and now even the law, as a rule of life, 
speaks to them, and binds them to obe- 
dience ; not, indeed, by threatenings of 
eternal wrath, but from love to Christ, and a 
desire to be conformed to his image. So 
that the law speaks to all here this day ; it 
condemns every sinner out of (’hrist ; it fol- 


lows him wherever lie goes; it judges all 
his actions ; it goes with him into the 
family circle, and takes cognizance of him 
in all the various relations of life ; it fol- 
low'S him into bis closet, and there notes 
what his conduct and language are before 
God. Yea, it goes flirlhcr still ; it looks 
into the heart, and condemns every sinful, 
unscrifitural thought or motion of the mind. 
It presents itself to every Christian here, 
to show^ him his sins and short-comings ; to 
point out to him the path of duty, and calls 
upon and commands him, as a follower of 
Christ, to forsake sin ; and, from principle 
of spiritual life and love, to yield a sincere 
and willing obedience in every duty. In 
this view^ it is, we see, of great importance 
for men to know whether they are still 
under the law as a covenant of works, or 
whether they are delivered from the curse 
threatened against every transgressor. With- 
out this we can neither understand the 
Scriptures nor scriptural preaching : it ap- 
pears to us a mass of confusion, w hilst in 
itself clear, distinct, and precise. It far- 
ther appears from Scripture, that w'hen the 
commandment comes with power, men be- 
come persuaded of their guilt before Go<f, 
and are no longer ready to exclaim, as in 
the dajrs of their ignorance, against the 
justice of that sentence of condemnation 
which the law pronounces — justly pro- 
nounces against them. 

From this it appears evident, as the 
Apostle tells us in the 20th verse, that we 
cannot possibly obtain justification by the 
deeds of the Jaw. The law, instead of jus- 
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tifying the sinner, condemns him ; for it is 
by the law that he is led to sec himself 
guilty, and the impossibility of being justi- 
fied by it ; for he wants that righteousness 
which the law requires, and is found guilty- 
before God of many aixl grievous violations 
of the law ; indeed, w'here there is no law, 
there is no transgression, w'hen men shut 
their eyes on their duty, and refuse to 
attend to the requirements of the law', they 
may be said to have no law but their own 
jiassions, and prejudices, and sinful proiien- 
sities, and therefore they indulge in sin 
without restraint and without fear of future 
consequences. How otherwise could men 
who liave the Bible in their hands, allow 
themselves in the daily commission of sin, 
and violate without restraint all the laws of 
liieir God. It is evident, then, that they 
who act thus arc even more wicked than 
the heathen, and fully as ignorant of God’s 
law ; and that however they may now boast 
themselves in mischief and in ill, that tliey 
fdiall not always be permitted to act thus, 
nor remain always ignorant of God’s law, 
nor of its fearful sanction ; for in that day, 
when the books shall be opened, the book 
of God’s law shall no longer remain shut, 
but to the terror of the ungodly shall be set 
before them in so clear a light, that they 
shall no loiig(T be able to remain ignorant 
of the requirements of God’s most holy 
law. 

Verse 21. The Apostle having proved 
all men unrighteous, and that no such thing 
as a perfect or justifying righteousness was 
to be found among men, and aware at the 
same time that without righteousness there 
could be no salvation, leads us to view' that 
righteousness by which men arc justified. 
This righteousness, to distinguish it from 
human righteousness, he calls the righteous- 
ness of God. It is not only such a righte- 
ousness as God approves and accepts ; but, 
in virtue of the union of the two natures, 
divine and human, in the person of our 
surety, it is properly called the righteous- 
ness of God, as it consists of the perfect 
obedience, active and passive, to the whole 
will of God — of Him who is styled the 
Lord our righteousness — of Him who is 
God in our nature ; of course it bears the 
stamp of divinity, being not only perfect, 
but magnifying the law and making it 
honourable. Now, this righteousness so 
plainly revealed in the Gospel, is not 
opposed to the Jaw and the prophets, though 


manifested without the law — the law haviisg 
XK) hand in its procurement or manifesta* 
tion. Tire law, indeed, shows what right- 
eousness is, but it does not direct tlie sinner 
where this righteousaefis is to be found ; it 
show's him his want of it, and the fearful 
consequences of this want ; but there it 
leaves him to death and despair, till the 
Go6|rel interposes and speaks peace. Yet 
both the law' and the prophets, when this 
righteousness is revealed, bear their testi- 
mony in its favour. They tell us of its 
manifestation, of its autlior, excellency and 
efficac}', and plainly convince us that in the 
Lord alone vve have righteousness and 
strength, verses 22, 23. He repeats the 
appellation he had formerly given to that 
righteousness of which he speaks as a justi- 
fying righteousness, and explains to us how 
it is apprehended and made clioctual in its 
application to us ; and here it is proper we 
distinguish aright, else we may run into 
greater errors than those we try to avoid. 
Some speak as if they supposed that faith 
justified, whereas faith is in us imperfect — it 
is a fruit of the spirit, and posterior in order 
of nature to our justification before God ; in 
a w'ord, neither faith, nor love, nor holiness 
is any part of our justifying righteousness, 
ibr this would only be puftiug down the 
doctriiio of Imman merit wiih the one hand, 
and raising it up with llie other. The law 
condemns us as guilty, and ('re it ceases 
to coiideum must be satisfied, must have a 
perfect rightoousness, and this can only be 
found in Christ. Faith is not that righteous- 
ness ; yea, it neither wrought out nor merits 
it ; it is only the instrument on our part 
whereby we receive Christ, and rest upon 
him as the Lord our righteousness. By 
faitli this righteousness is appreliended, and 
it is fi-oe to all who believe. There is no 
difference before God in regard to one 
sinner, or one sect, or one nation, more than 
another ; they have all sinned and come 
short of the glory of God, and thus are all 
guilty before God, and therefore exposed 
to condemnation ; so that in regard to any 
claim or title to the friendship and favour of 
God there was no dificrcncc, all were 
equally vile and unworthy ; and yet there 
is nothing more common than to see proud 
worms of the du&t making a difference, and 
exalting themselves above their fellow- 
worms, as if they deserved deliverance from 
condemnation, and were more w'orthy of 
the love <ff God than others. But here all 
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sinners are put on a level, and there is no 
difference but what God wakes, when, in the 
exercise of his sovereignty, one is taken and 
another left. This doctrine is, indeed, 
grating to proud and self-righteous men; 
but it is the doctrine of the Bible, and by it 
we must stand or fall at last. But while 
this doctrine is calculated to humble the 
proud and haughty sinner, it is calculated 
to afford special comfort to Christ’s poor 
afflicted ones ; for here they see that while 
all are esteemed guilty, yet it is from among 
these guilty ones, who have nothing to re- 


commend them to the favour of God, that 
these vessels of mercy arc taken. The 
righteousness here spoken of is offered to 
all; it is sufficient for all, and all stand in 
need of it. Whatever difference you or 
others may see with regard to the extent of 
your guilt, and your being a greater sinner 
than others, God sees none ; and he strives 
to convince you of sin, and bring you in 
guilty before God, that you may see your 
need of this righteousness, and not rest satis- 
fied until you have obtained the pardon of 
sin and grace to help in every time of need. 


GLORY TO GOD. 


God ! Everlasting Father! Holy One ! 

Our God, our Father, our Eternal All I 
Source whence'we came, and whither we return ; 

Who made our spirits, who our bodies made, 

Who made the heaven, who made the flowery land, 
Who made all made, who orders, governs all, 

Who walks upon the wind, who holds the wave 
In hollow of thy hand, whom thunders wait, 

Whom tempests sei've, whom flaming fires obey, 

Who guides the circuit of the endless years, 

And sits on high, and makes creation’s top 
Thy footstool, and beholds, below Thee, all— 

All nought, all less than nought, and vanity. 

Like transient dust that hovers on the S(;ale, 

Ten tlionsand worlds are scattered in thy breath. 

Thou sitt’st on high, and measur’st destinies, 

And days, and months, and wdde revolving years ; 

And dost according to thy holy w’ill ; 

And none can stay thy hand, and none withhold 
Thy glory ; for in judgment, Thou, as well 
As mercy, art exulted, day and night. 

Past, present, future, magnify thy name ; 

Thy works all praise Thee, all thy angels praise ; 

Thy saints adore, and on thy altars bum 
The fragrant incense of perpetual love. 

They praise Thee now^, tneir hearts, their voices praise, 
And sw'ell the rapture of the glorious song. 

Harp ! lift thy voice on high ! shout, angels, shout * 
And loudest, ye redeemed ! Glory to God, 

And to the Lamb who bought us with his blood, 

From every kindred, nation, people, tongue; 

And washed, and sanctified, and saved our souls ; 

And gave us robes of linen pure, and crow'ns 
Of li^, and made us kings and priests to God. 

Shout back to ancient Time ! Sing loud, and wave 
Your palms of triumph ! Sing, here is thy sting, 

O Death ! where is thy victory, O Grave ! 

Thanks he to God, eternal thanks, who gave 
Gs victory through .lesus Christ our Lord. 

Harp ! lift thy voice on high ! shout, angels, shout ! 
And loudest, ye redeemed! Glory to God, 

And to the Lamb, all glory and all praise, 

All glory and all praise, at morn and even, 

Tliat come and go eternally, and find 
Us happy still, and Thee for ever blest! 

Glory to God and to the Lamb. Aineo. 

For ever, and for evermore. Amen. 
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This do in remembrance of me .'" — 1 Cor. xi. 24. 


Some of the most deeply affecting hours 
we know are those, in which our feelings are 
wrought upon by our remembrance of the 
events that are past ; when the fled enjoy- 
ments of former days rise up in review be- 
fore our memories, as if but to torture us 
with the recollection that they are gone for 
ever. This is particularly the case when 
recollection, painful and unsought, brings 
before us the remembrance of those we loved 
in former years, but whose forms have been 
long shrouded from our view in the oblivious 
gloom of the grave ; for it is indeed true, 
that, in after days, ay, even when many 
years have passed away, busy meddling me- 
mory, herein, alas! but too faithful to its 
trust, will call them back to our view with 
surprising vividness ; they seem to stand at 
our side as once they did ; they appear even 
to address us ; and the long-unheard tones 
of their well-rcmcmbcred voices seem to 
penetrate our ears, and we hold conference 
with them as in the days of old. But how 
much is this recollection strengthened when 
aided by the sight of something they have 
})rcsented to us, and commanded us to che- 
rish and preserve as a memorial of them. 
It meets the sight ; the eye rests upon it ; 
the present seems to vanish, the past to 
return ; all the scene, as when the memorial 
was presented, is again visible, and we feel 
but too sensibly the loss we experienced in 
our Irieiurs removal. Much of what he 
S3id, much of wliat he did, much of vvhat 
we enjoyed w'ith him, arises on our thoughts; 
and though it is but as a dream that passeth 
VoL. Y— No. 163. 


away, yet, for the moment, the end has been 
attained — our friend is remembered. These 
thoughts have a close connexion with our 
text. To correct the forgetfulness of our 
minds, and from time to time to bring to 
our souls the remembrance of his love to us, 
as displayed in the glorious w'ork of redemp- 
tion which he effected for us, as wtJI as the 
affection with which he still regards us, and 
at the same time to impress on our minds 
the duty of returning that love, our blessed 
Redeemer, ere he left our w^orld, instituted 
the simple, but impressive ordinance we are 
this day met to observe, and by his Apostle, 
speaking in the text, tells us the object de- 
signed by it, when he says, “ This do in 
remembrance of me." 

No one who has at all seriously reflected 
on the subject can for a moment imagine, 
that all designed by the blessed Saviour, in 
the command given his people in the text, 
was merely the recollection that he did for 
a season live in this our lower world. It 
evidently refers to some particular aspects 
in which w'^c are to conteiiiplate him while 
observing the ordinance. Indeed, the Ian. 
guage used by the Saviour, whether recorded 
by the Evangelists or this Apostle, shows 
plainly that it w as to be observed by his 
genuine people in every succeeding age, in 
remembrance of him as a Saviour, to recall 
to their minds a sense of his infinite love to 
them as a Iledecrner, and to be attended to 
by them w'ilh this design, one generation 
after another, till they should all be removed 
to enjoy that higher communion with him 
C 
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which he himself had promised, under the 
metaphor of drinking' new wine witii him in 
the everlasting kingdom of God, Oar ob- 
ject in the present discourse, therefore, is to 
bring before you a few of the remembrances 
of Christ, which you should cherish while 
seated around his table. 

1. Remember your guilt, pollution and 
WTctchedness, which rendered his interfer- 
ence for your deliverance so absolutely 
necessary. It was the fallen state of our 
nature which required a Saviour should be 
provided, and rendered it necessary that 
Saviour should die ; for so inveterate in its 
malignity was the guilt of man, that no sacri- 
fice he himself could make, however anxious 
he might be for it, was of value sufficient to 
atone for even a small part of the heavy 
amount of transgression with which he was 
chargeable at the bar of a pure and holy 
Judge. In this hapless, and apparently 
hopeless condition, the great Redeemer, 
while seated with the Father on the throne 
of his glory, saw and pitied us. This pity 
induced him to undertake the work of our 
recovery ; and as he voluntarily became the 
Father’s servant, proclaimed the glorious 
tidings, saying, ** Lo, I come ; I delight to 
do thy will, O God.” When, therefore, wc 
do this in remembrance of Christ, we cannot 
but rotuember, at the same time, how over- 
whelming was the necessity which required 
his aid. Was there ever a time when you 
were attacked by a deadly disease, at that 
time was a physician called to your aid, and 
when your life was in danger, by the skilful 
manner in which be treated the disease be- 
came the means of your recovery; you 
w'ould think of him, nor when thinking of: 
him could you fail to think of the peril in 
which your lives were placed when his aid 
was so opportunely sought? So when we 
think of the Saviour, and call to remem- 
brance the deliverance which he effected for 
us, can we forget the sins from the punish- 
ment due to which he saved us. No, that 
cannot be; and when they rise in vivid 
remembrance to our minds, they will un- 
questionably beget in our souls one of those 
sacred feelings which are truly characteristic 
of the followers of the Lamb that was slain, 
penitential grief ; for we cannot do other- 
wise than mourn over that evil thing which, 
in our deliverance from it, cost so much 
agony and so much wo to him, who has 
commanded, “ This do in remembrance of 
me.” 

2. Remember the amazing magnitude of 
that love and compassion which induced 1 


him to undertake our cause. Truly the 
motive which induced him, whom we this 
day call to mind to interfere in our behalf, 
must have been of the most benevolent 
character. There was not any thing in us 
which could have claimed the bestowal of 
the favour, nor could we ever pay him any 
remuneration for the arduous work which 
he effected for us. From motives of the 
purest, the most exalted benevolence, he 
undertook our cause and secured our re- 
demption. He has no other reward ; he 
seeks no other reward than the satisfaction 
which flows into his own blessed bosom — 
from a contemplation of the boundless hap- 
piness which has already resulted, and which 
shali yet result to thousands of the human 
race from his gracious exertions in their 
behalf. In that result he secs of the travail 
of his soul and is satisfied. Who, then, is 
there so devoid of feeling as to take into his 
hands the simple emblems of bread and 
wine, as to cat of that bread and drink of 
that cup, and not at the same time remem- 
ber that he is commemorating the greatest 
manifestation of compassion and love that 
ever was displayed to the universe. Sitting 
athis table with these memorials in his hands 
and at his lips, must not the Christian be 
convinced, that in him whom they bring to 
his remembrance he has a friend sincere and 
changeless ; tliat in him, at least, he has 
found one whose affection may be confidently 
relied on — a friend whose anxiety for his 
welfare is as boundless in its extent as the 
efforts he made to secure that welfare were 
great. When, therefore, in compliance with 
his dying commands, we attend on the sacra- 
mental feast, strangely constituted, indeed, 
must our minds be if the ejaculation of our 
souls he not such as these! Whom, O bless- 
ed Redeemer, shall we remember if we for- 
get thee, or what can ever occupy our 
thoughts if we cherish not the remembrance 
of thy love ! O ! thou great Restorer of the 
lost hopes and ruined prospects of mankind, 
let thy infinite compassion and boundless 
love be ever before our eyes, as the great 
source of our soul’s comfort while in the 
present world, and the sure foundation on 
which to rest our hopes of that which is to 
come ; that so remembering thee in this 
manner, our souls may be excited to high 
and adoring feelings of tlie most ardent 
gratitude, and flow out in songs of loftiest 
praise. 

3. Remember the liolincss of the doctrines 
which he taught, and the purifying tendency 
of the precepts which he inculcated. In 
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order to a proper remembrance of Christ, 
wc must call him before our minds, not in 
one aspect only, but in all the fulness of his 
mediatorial character ; and we must unques- 
tionably remember him as our instructor, as 
well as our propitiation. It is, indeed, a 
vile slander that wicked, infidel men, would 
proclaim against the Gospel, against salva- 
tion by the death of Christ ; and which 
hypocrites, by their deceitful conduct, seem 
to confirm, when they represent it as con- 
ducing to and encouraging in sin. No ; the 
errand on which Christ came was not only, 
that fallen man might be saved from con- 
demnation, but made holy. The whole of 
his public life was spent in administering 
instruction of this tendency to those who 
surrounded him ; and it must be obvious to 
every reader, that the whole of his discourses 
are stamped with such a decidedly practical 
character, that if the advices and instruc- 
tions contained in them were but attended 
to by his professed disciples, this world 
w’ould soon become a scene of love Wc, 
it is true, do not, like the first disciples, hear 
him deliver these discourses personally; but 
we have means of grace given us to supply 
the want of his bodily presence, and may, 
by a perusal of our Saviour’s words recorded 
to us in the sacred Scriptures, accompanied 
by the promised influence of his Spirit, ac- 
quire all that know'ledge of them which is 
requisite to enable us beneficially to remem- 
ber them while meditating on him at his 
table. These must form part of our remem- 
brances there, and it will have a powerful 
tendency to render us better and happier 
men. When, therefore, we approach him 
at a coramiiiiion table, remembering the 
doctrines which he taught, we must remem- 
ber at the same time that we are not ap- 
proaching one on whose brow indifference 
to humanity ever sat ; but, on the contrary, 
one who knows our weakness ; who loves 
us with the greatest affection ; who, in the 
pure doctrines and precepts which he has 
given us, is ever designing the advancement 
of our best interests — one who never frowm- 
ed on the genuine penitent, whether kneel- 
ing at his footstool, pcnitentially confessing 
his sin, or seated at his tabic, joyfully com- 
memorating his love, and who never uttered 
one w'ord of condemnation, except (and, I 
pray you, mark the exception ; for it is, in- 
deed, an awful one) only on the hypo- 
crite, the designing, wilful, malicious and 
cold-blooded hypocrite. 

4. Remember the sufferings he under- 
went, and the death he endured for vou. j 


This is unquestionably the principal object 
to be remembered at his table ; and one, for- 
getting which, our attendance there would 
be but solemn mockery ; for these symbols 
presented to your view there are spe- 
cially designed to remind you of the excru- 
ciating nature of the sufferings to which he 
submitted, and the agonizing character of 
the death which he died ; and when in a 
proper spirit we cat of that bread and drink 
of that cup, we are expressly told, that 
thereby we show^ forth the Lord’s death. 
When, therefore, we arc at the Lord’s 
table ; when w^e there see the emblems of 
his broken body and shed blood, surely they 
will forcibly bring to our remembrance all 
the sufferings he bore for us, and they will 
come before us clearly and pointedly as if 
they had been depicted in rays of light. In 
these circumstances, there will rise to our 
remembrance a view of those sufferings 
which he endured for us in his body, when 
he was w'ounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities. We will be re- 
minded of the hunger, the thirst, and all the 
destitution which he experienced. Wc will 
be reminded how he was betrayed by one 
disciple, one who called himself a friend, 
and denied by another who had solemnly 
declared he would die with him rather than 
forsake him. We will be reminded how 
he was apprehended, arraigned, and con- 
demned ; how he was scourged and spit 
upon ; how, as if an outcast from society, 
he was hurried beyond the wmlls of the city 
to 'expire in lingering tortures on the igno- 
minious cross, placed between malefactors. 
There, too, will be brought to our remem- 
brance these still more agonizing sorrows 
which he endured in his soul. We will be 
reminded how that soul was heavy and 
troubled when made an offering for sin ; 
words those of awful import, who can un- 
derstand their full meaning. Wo will be 
reminded how, when conflicting for us with 
the enemies of our souls, his soul became 
exceeding sorrowful, sorrowful even unto 
death ; so that thrice with strong crying and 
tears he prayed to the Father, that if pos- 
sible the cup might pass from him ; and we 
will be reminded of that inconceivable wo 
w'hich he endured when, for the first time, 
he experienced that bitter desertion, which 
made him exclaim, “ My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me ?” There, too, 
will a remembrance of the causes of this 
scene of desertion and distress come before 
us. Yes ! with the remembrance of the 
bitter anguish and agony which the Saviour 
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endured) will come a conviction of the glo- 
rious and heart-checring truth that it was 
for our salvation he thus agonized and died ; 
blessed truth! he loved us and gave himself 
for us ; blessed truth 1 he laid down his life 
that we might have life, and have it more 
abundantly. Oh ! surely these things can- 
not fail to form part of the remembrances, 
which will arise in our minds at the time 
we arc obeying his dying command; and 
surely, while tlie remembrance of them can- 
not fail to excite in our bosoms deep emo- 
tions of grief — because they tell us forcibly 
the awful evil there is in sin, and deep 
emotions of love, because they tell us how 
great was that love which he felt for us — 
they cannot fail at the same time to excite 
in our hearts strong sensations of holy 
hatred against sin, and earnest, ardent desires 
so fully to be delivered from its power, that 
we may never more be guilty of crucifying 
him afresh, or putting him to an open 
shame by indulging in it. 

5. Remember the position which he now 
occupies, and the glorious rewards which 
he has provided for all his faithful followers. 
Though, indeed, no longer sojourning here 
below, he has not in his present exalted 
state forgotten his peojde on earth, or with- 
drawn himself from an attention to wdiat 
concerns their welfare. The heavens have 
now, indeed, received him from our sight, 
and he will not again personally revisit our 
world, till that important day when his 
Almighty voice shall utter the solemn de- 
claration, “ Behold! I make all things new 
yet in that blessed region where he now is, 
the paradise of God, of which Eden w'as 
but a figure, and whore his human nature 
for ever united to the divine sits in all its 
glory on the throne with the Father, he 
is engaged in our behalf ; for even on that 
throne he is still officiating as our great 
High Priest within the vail. There he is 
pleading our cause as our Advocate with 
the Father. Thence, as our exalted Head 
in whom all fulness resides, he is continually 
sending dowm to us the blessings of which 
we stand in need; for ho is one wdio can 
sympathize with us in all our infirmities, 
knowing the aid which our weakness re- 
quires. There, entered as our forerunner, 
he is preparing a place for our reception. 
When the time of our removal hence shall 
arrive, and when he sits in majesty, our 
mighty Sovereign, by his providence, over- 
ruling the designs of our enemies, whether 
to us seen or secret, so causing them all to 
work for our good, and by his grace reigning 


in our hearts for completely subjecting them 
to his will, and assimilating our souls to his 
likeness. At his table, therefore, when 
complying with his dying command, we 
must think of him as enthroned in the realms 
of bliss, as gone home before us to his own 
house of many mansions above, for the ex- 
press purpose of preparing for our reception, 
that in due time w^e may be with him where 
he is for ever. It is his promise that it shall 
be so, affording sufficient evidence that the 
Saviour is never tired of the company of his 
people, how’ever much we at times may feel 
w earied in waiting on him. And, oh ! w hile 
we think of the exalted majesty of this 
blessed One, and at his table remember the 
glorious wwk in which he is now engaged 
for our benefit, it will surely encourage us 
to believe confidently, that as he has gone 
to prepare a place for us, he will also pre- 
pare us for that place, and in due time admit 
us into it. 

Such then, my brethren, are a few' of the 
solemn remembrances which should come 
on our minds when commemorating the Sa- 
viour at his tabic. For the purpose of 
exciting these remembrances on the mind, 
this ordinance was instituted, that in it, 
w hile we eat of the bread, and drink of the 
wine, we might remember Christ; and most 
certainly, with such recollections rising in 
the soul, the table of Christ will be to the 
Christian a place of holy communion with 
his Redeemer — a place of which he will be 
ever ready to say, “ This is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven.” 

Let all those, therefore, who desire in a 
proper manner to remember Christ, come to 
his table. But w ho should come ? Let the 
Psalmist answer the question. Lord, who 
shall abide in thy tabcrnable? who shall 
dwell in thy holy hill ? He that walketh 
uprightly, and w'orketh righteousness, and 
speaketh the truth in his heart; he that 
back-biteth not with his tongue, nor doeth 
evil to his neighbour; nor taketh up a re- 
proach against his neighbour, in whose eyes 
a vile person is contemned ; but he honour- 
eth them that fear God; he that swearctli 
to his hurt, and changeth not. Such is the 
description which the Psalmist gives of the 
character of those w ho shall approach God 
with acceptance on earth and in heaven ; 
and with such a plain description before us, 
can w'e be at any loss to discover who 
should not come to the table of the Lord, 
and who should come ? 

Come not ye who, as yet, have felt no 
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emotions of godly sorrow on account of 
past sin or present infirmity. What have ye, 
self-righteous ones, to do with the memory 
of a dying Saviour? Ye seem to say ye 
need him not; ye trust in yourselves for 
salvation ; how, then, can ye remember him 
in a proper manner ? He calls not you, he 
calls sinners to repentance; and he calls 
only penitent sinners to his table. Ye say 
ye need not a physician ; why, then, pretend 
to come to him who heals souls? Come 
not ye who have no desire to be made 
better than you are, who imagine that you 
arc already all that can be wished. Ye 
hypocrites, men ye may deceive, but the 
Master of the feast will instantly detect the 
want of the wedding garment ; then wo unto 
you, ye will be speechless. The man who has 
a right to be there, will ever be aspiring after 
higher degrees of holiness, and for nearer 
assimilation to the holy likeness of the Sa- 
viour. Come not ye who are destitute of a 
cordial love to your fellow-men. Ye selfish 
ones, whose bosoms never beat with an affec- 
tionate regard to those who are around you. 
The company there is select. It is a band 
of kindred, whose hearts God has touched 
and filled with holy love. Despoil not of 
its beauties the fair flower of holy charity, 
by drawing over it the serpent slime of your 
selfishness. Say not ye love God; it is a 
falsehood. He that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
w hom he hath not seen ? Come not yc 
whose hearts are the foul receptacles of the 
fiend-like passions of env}^ malice, and re- 
venge. The atmosphere around the table 
of the Lord, is too holy for you to breathe 
in it. Your breathing there will not only 
be highly injurious to yourselves, but spread 
around a pestiferous odour highly injurious 
to others. Ye children of the wicked one ! 
ye enemies of all righteousness ! it is no place 
for you. And if ye will go and eat and 


drink there, 3^ou will not only profane the 
holy ordinance, but eat and drmk judgment 
to 3'ourselves. 

But come 3^6, with the broken heart and 
contrite spirit, who are grieving over the 
number and the aggravations of past offences, 
and earnestly seeking forgiveness, and you 
w'ill hear him saying, “ I, even I am he that 
blotteth out thine iniquities, and will remem- 
ber thy sins no more.” Come ye, who are 
mourning over a sense of your present infir- 
mities, and the law in your members which 
is still w^arring against the law in your 
minds, and you will hear him addressing 
you, “ I will help your infirmities, and heal 
your sicknesses.” Come ye, who are sigh- 
ing for greater assimilation to his likeness, 
who are forgetting the things that are be- 
hind, and pressing to those w hich are before, 
and 3'ou w'ill find, that beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, ye shall be changed 
into the same image, from glory to glory, 
as by the Spirit of the Lord. Come yc, 
w'hosc bosoms glow with supreme love to 
God, and sincere and cordial love to your 
fellow-men ; for this is his commandment, 
that he that loveth God loveth his brother 
also ; and you will hear him saying, “ I love 
them that love me; and they that seek me 
shall find me. Ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another.” In a W'ord, 
come, every sincere hearted believer, “ this 
do in remembrance of Christ ; for us often 
as ye eat of that bread, and drink of tliat 
cup, ye do show the Lord’s death.” “ The 
Spirit from on high to such characters saitb. 
Come; the bride, the Church of Christ 
saith. Come;” we, in his name, and by 
his authority say, Come, and assure you 
of a welcome reception. Come, then, 
for all things are ready. Come to his 
table w ith joy and humility I celebrate his 
dying love, and sing his matchless grace. 
Amen. 


THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE SAINTS’ RESURRECTION; 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT WISHAWTOWN, IN JULY, 1832, AT THE DISPENSATION 
OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, 

By the Rev. ROBERT BRODIE, A.M. 


“ And the graves were opened; and mamj bodies of Saints which slept arose, and cawc 
out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared 
unto manyy — Matthew xxvii. 52, 53. 

It is a very remarkable fact w hich the which w'as carrying out to burial, having, on 
Scriptures relate of the posthumous history the sudden appearance of a hostile band of 
of Elisha— that the bodj’^ of a dead man, Midianites, been throwm into that prophet’s 
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sepulchre, no sooner touched his corpse, 
than it revived and stood up. The event, 
which was clearly miraculous, was designed, 
and had the effect of reflecting honour on 
the deceased prophet. Viewing it in con- 
nexion with the circumstances of his life, 
and especially of his raising the son of the 
Shunafnite, it may be said in the literal 
sense of the terms — 

‘ Slill in his ashes lived their wonted fires.’* 

Remarkable, however, as that occurrence 
must be admitted to have been, it presents 
but a faint type of the more astonishing 
event which is recorded in our text. The 
malice of men and devils, of which, from the 
cradle, Jesus had been the object, was per- 
mitted to prevail. He whose life had been 
signalized by so many acts of condescension 
and benevolence, was fixed with malefactors 
to the cross. As he writhes in agony, the 
uittcr taunt is addressed to him : “ He 
saved others, himself be cannot save.” No 
reply proceeds from the sufferer. The pale- 
ness of his countenance becomes yet more 
pale. In meek submission to the will of his 
Father, he bows the head, and gives up the 
ghost. But even in this hour of the power 
of darkness, and at the lowest point of the 
Redeemer’s humiliation, he is not left with- 
out a witness. Nature, in terrific accents, 
proclaims to the motley crowd, which Jeru- 
salem pours forth to witness the triple cru- 
cifixion — that it w’as no common event of 
W’hich they were spectators. A darkness, 
which might be felt, overspreads the land. 
The earth, the solid earth, as if conscious 
of the crimes of which it was the theatre, 
trembled under them. The temjJe is rent 
to its inmost recesses. The graves, formed 
in the caves and hewn out of the rocks by 
which Jerusalem was surrounded, and having 
their entrances secured by the same massy 
materials, are throwm open, and discover 
their dead. And many of these dead in 
mysterious sympathy w ith him who had been 
entombed, but w'ho had burst the sepulchre, 
are restored to life. 

It has been thought strange, that the 
incident is referred to by none of the other 
Evangelists. This furnishes no valid ground 
for questioning its authenticity. Events re- 
corded by one Evangelist are often omitted 
by others ; but this, so far from being an 
argument against their veracity, is an argu- 
ment in their favour ; as it is a proof that 
they did not write in concert, and that they 
are independent witnesses. And though, 
as respects the incident under consideration, ! 


there is no mention of it in the parallel his- 
tories, nor any formal notice of the earth- 
quake, both Mark and Luke relate with 
Matthew, that the vail of the temple was 
rent in twain. Both these Evangelists, 
therefore, while they thus bear an indirect 
testimony to the earthquake which occasion- 
ed the rending of the vail, furnish a similar 
te.stimony to the opening of the graves, which 
was a coincident effect of the earthquake, 
and an efiect which, I may add, is i 
to have been produced by other earthquakes, 
and in particular by that which overthrew’ 
the ancient city of Rhodes. We have here, 
then, on a comparison of the narratives of 
the different Evangelists, one of those unde- 
signed by which the Scriptures 

carry along with them their owm evidence — 
an evidence which effectually excludes the 
supposition of imposture, and which is the 
more valuable, as it is accessible to all. If 
this should be considered a digression, or 
departure from the immediate subject, it is 
not uncalled for in this day of rebuke and 
blasphemy, when, in some continental coun- 
tries, infidelity has gained the ascendency 
formerly possessed by bigotry and supersti- 
tion ; and when, even in our own country, 
the advocates of this chilling system are 
advancing, w’ith a hardihood unexampled, 
to WTCst from us every principle which can 
furnish support amidst life’s difficulties, or 
which can irradiate the darkness of the 
tomb. 

In calling your attention to the circum- 
stances recorded in my text, it forms no part 
of my design to enter into the w ide field of 
conjecture which this subject has opened, 
but strictly to confine myself to the facts 
recorded. Not one but several discourses 
might be occupied by the mere detail and 
illustrations of the questions which have been 
started, and the answ’ers given from the days 
of St. Ignatius dowm to the time of Fleming, 
the author of the Christology, and from his 
time to our own, even were wc to exclude 
the speculations of the Millenarian theology. 
There is one lesson wdiich the conjectures 
connected with this subject will not fail to 
produce on a reflecting mind. They show 
what the Bible w ould have been if it had 
been of mere human authorship. When 
w'e consider the multitude of idle specula- 
tions into which men have run who have 
given the reins to their imaginations, and 
when W’e contrast with this the sober state- 
ments of the sacred volume, the conviction 
w’ill be forced on us, that the penmen wrote 
under the guidance of a difibrent spirit from 
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tlieir own. It obviously was not their inten* 
tion to gratify unprofitable curiosity. In the 
book of Revelation, as in the book of Nature, 
there are many things which are left in ob- 
scurity, and which will remain in obscurity 
while we are in a state where we see only 
“ darkly as through a glass.” In the study 
of the one, however, as in the study of the 
other, the fault will be our own, if we do 
not acquire that “ knowledge which is pro- 
fitable to direct.” Such is the tendency of 
the broad facts w'hich this narrative con- 
tains. 

May this day, like that which it comme- 
morates, be signalized by acts of omnipotent 
grace. May the dead in sin be raised to 
the life of righteousness, and may those who 
are already raised to newness of life, come 
to the exercise of a communion Sabbath, as 
those resuscitated saints entered into the 
holy city, having shaken ofI‘ the dust of the 
grave. 

Let us consider, 

1. The event recorded. “ The bodies 
of those w'ho slept arose.” 

In Scripture, we read of Samuel appearing 
to Saul on the eve of that battle which ter- 
minated his reign and life. That was no 
optical deception. This, no doubt, was 
what was intended by the ])erson who was 
consulted by the monarch, and who w'as one 
of those impostors who obtained credit by 
professing to raise and procure responses 
from the spirits of the dead. But contrary 
to the expectation of the juggler, who was 
evidently alarmed by something unexpected, 
and as a punishment for the crime of the 
monarch, in having recourse to arts which 
the law of God condemned, and which he 
himself had once punished, the real Samuel 
w'as permitted to appear and to warn him of 
his end. But in the appearance which the 
text records, there is not, as in that of 
Samuel, the mere spectre of the departed. 
There was a real corporeal resurrection. In 
the case of our Lord, it w'as the same body 
which was nailed to the cross and laid in 
Joseph’s tomb, which was raised on the 
third day, and in which he appeared during 
the period of his continuance upon earth, 
and w ith w hich he afterwards ascended into 
heaven. And it was the same bodies which, 
months before, or years before, had been 
deposited in their graves, which were now 
raised from the sleep of death. It was a 
heathen philosophy which attempted to cast 
dishonour on the body, which taught men to 
regard it as merely a clog to the soul — as 
the obstacle and the only obstacle wdiich pre- 


vented it from soaring to its native dignity, 
and that, when it was left in the grave, it 
was left for ever. It is a worse than a hea- 
then philosophy that would inculcate an 
utter and brutal indifference to the remains 
of the departed, w'hich requires us to eradi- 
cate those feelings which would attach the 
least importance to the alternative, whether 
our ashes shall continue to slumber in the 
allotted repository of the dead, or shall be- 
come the prey and the pastime of the viola- 
tors of man’s last resting place. It is with 
other feelings that Christianity teaches us to 
regard that subordinate, but still essential, 
part of our nature which is deposited in the 
sepulchre. Christianity attempts not to 
gainsay the testimony of our senses. That 
body which was fearfully and wonderfully 
made is, when it becomes the subject of 
corruption, fearfully and w'onderfully degrad- 
ed ; but not so degraded that it cannot be 
restored. The same power which renovates 
the soul, can and will renovate the body. 
Of this you have a pledge and a pattern in 
these first fruits of the saints’ resurrection. 

II. The time when this event took place. 
“ After his resurrection.” 

Some have supposed that the resurrection 
of these departed saints happened at the 
time when our Lord expired on the cross, 
and when the vail of the temple was rent. 
You have only to look to the language of the 
text to sec that this is a palpable misconcep- 
tion of its meaning. What took place at 
the time of the Lord’s decease w'as simply 
the opening of the graves. Having men- 
tioned this occurrence, the sacred historian 
by anticipation connects it with the resur- 
rection of those bodies, which did not take 
place till Christ had risen. He was the first 
fruits of them that slept. The resurrec- 
tion of his followers w^as the first of, and, 
in point of time, posterior to his. Till He 
rose all was despondency. The graves 
were indeed opened, and as this happened 
on the evening of our Friday, or on that 
which preceded the Jewish Sabbath, when 
the time was too short, and men’s minds 
too muchoccu})ied by the supernatural events 
to attend to it on that night, and as on the 
Sabbath no servile work could be done, 
the graves must have remained open during 
the whole of that day. But they discovered 
no sights but such as were calculated to 
harrow up the feelings — the changed coun- 
tenance and the mouldering frame. This 
spectacle must have been the more impres- 
sive, if you recollect the Jewish mode of 
interment, Their sepulchres, as has been 
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already intimated, wore hewn out of rocks, 
or farmed in caves, in the sides of which 
there were niches in which the bodies were 
deposited, and deposited, as is evident from 
the account both of the resurrection of 
Lazarus and our Lord, unenclosed in coffins. 
3But the ravages and power of death were 
thus displayed only that they might show by 
contrast the omnipotent energy that could 
reanimate the slumbering dust and fashion 
it like to Christ’s glorious body. 

III. The character of those who were 
raised. “ The bodies of saints arose.” 

Among those deposited in these places 
there were many, even of those recently 
deceased, who were, in spirit and in conduct, 
the reverse of what religion required. There 
lay the remains of Herod, whose character 
is written in blood in the annals of Bethle- 
hem. There lay that false disciple, that son 
of perdition, who, for a paltry bribe, bartered 
kis soul and betrayed his Saviour. There, 
too, were many whose names were less con- 
spicuous, but whose ungodliness was not less 
flagrant. Of these, doubtless, there w'ere 
some of the Scribes and Pharisees, the pro- 
fessed enemies of our Lord. Over these 
death retained its dominion. If their graves 
were opened, and their remains exposed, 
this was the utmost. The remarkable event 
we are now considering was the type, not of 
a general, but of a particular resurrection. 
It was saints, or holy persons whose bodies 
were raised. 

This designation, while it marks their gene- 
ral character, determines nothing as to the 
particular individuals. Some have conjec- 
tured that they were some of the more emi- 
nent saints mentioned in the Old Testament. 
But this is contrary to the probabilities of 
the case, as suggested by the terms of the 
sacred narrative. The Jews did not bury 
in their'eities, still loss in their synagogues. 
When the vital spark has fled, there is a 
marked distinction between the departed 
and survivors, in respect of condition, and 
there ought to be a corresponding distinction 
likewise in respect of place. “ Bury my dead 
out of my sight,” is, in the most extensive 
eenae of the terms, the dictate of discretion. 
The Jews acted on this principle, their places 
of interment being invariably without the 
walls of their cities. This fact gives 
a determinate meaning to the language, 
which is here employed. When the per- 
sons whose bodies were raised arc said to 
nave entered into the city, it implies that 
they had been buried in its vicinity. But 
w« hare reason to believe, that the remainji 


of the patriarchs and of the others to whom 
the above conjecture points, were all inter- 
red here, nor do we know, in regard to 
some of them, what was their place of 
sepulchre. If other saints of former ages 
liad been raised, it seems improbable that 
David, who was so eminent a type of the 
Messiah, should not have been one of them. 
But we know from the discourse of Peter, 
on the day of Pentecost, that “ the sepul- 
chre of that patriarch was with them unto 
that day.” It is a still stronger objection 
to the hypothesis we are now considering, 
that the narrative of the Evangelist sup- 
poses that the persons who came out of their 
graves, were not only such as had lived in 
the vicinity of Jerusalem, but that they 
were recently deceased, as they were known 
to those to whom they appeared. It seems 
probable, therefore, that they had not only 
seen our Lord in the flesh, but had believed 
in him. Should it be surmised that the 
evangelical history gives us no reason to 
suppose that the friends of our Lord in 
Jerusalem were so numerous, that many 
could have died during the period of his 
public ministry, even if we take the longest 
terra which has been assigned to it, it is 
sufficient to rc})ly, that it is only from such 
incidental notices as this that any estimate 
on this subject can be formed, and that this 
may be one of the cases which show that, 
from the retiring character of true piety, tlm 
number of its possessors is often underrated. 
But it is not necessary to the establishment 
of the interpretation for which we contend, 
to restrict the resurrection to those who 
died during our Lord’s ministry. Who for- 
bids us to suppose, that Simeon and Anna, 
and those otlicr pious individuals who, at 
the time of the presentation of the infant 
Saviour in the tcmjfle, were waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and who must have 
died within the thurty years preceding, had, 
at the time of the crucifixion, surviving 
relatives and acquaintances, to whose recol- 
lections their persons were still familiar? 
Nor is it less probable, or at variance with the 
text to suppose, that these or some of these 
should have been among the saints w’ho 
were raised from their graves, after our 
Lord’s resurrection. 

IV. The purpose for which they were 
raised. “ They w’ent into the holy city aiul 
appeared unto many.” 

It is Jerusalem that is denominated the 
“ Holy City.” If it had derived its desig- 
nation from the character of its inhabitants, 
a very different epithet must have been 
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applied. The very reverse of holy must have 
been the character of a city among whose 
ecclesiastical governors — men resembling 
Caiaphas, were the predominating spirits ; 
and \Vhich contained a populace, which, in 
circumstances where humanity was the only 
quality required to inspire abhorrence, could 
look with apath}'^ on the sufferings of injured 
innocence — a populace whose infamy it was 
that they did not give expression to feelings 
which the occasion dictated in a voice so 
loud, as would have not only drowmed the 
taunts uttered around the cross," but would 
have reached Caiaphas in his palace, and 
Pilate in his citadel; but which, instead of 
this, left it to a heathen spectator to give 
utterance to the sentiments of unbiassed 
feeling. “ Truly this was a righteous man.” 
But the city derived its designation, not 
from its inhabitants, but from its destination 
as the depository of the oracles of God, and 
the place which he liad appointed for his 
worship. The holy nature of these appoint- 
ments was not affected by the deportment 
of the inhabitants. The purity of God’s 
ordinances cannot be sullied by the w'orth- 
lessness of man. The hands of those who 
betray Christ may be this day with him at 
his table. By your actions you may “ crucify 
the Son of God afresh,” but you do not 
thereby divest the elements disturbed of any 
of their virtue or sanctity. Whatever be 
the character of communicants, these ele- 
ments still remain the august symbols of all 
that is holy and venerable — of truths w hich 
fill heaven with w'onder, and w'hich ought 
to fill the earth with praise. And Jerusalem, 
notwithstanding the character of its inhabi- 
tants, though its priests w’ere a whited 
sepulchre,” and its “temple a den of thieves,” 
was still the place where God “ recorded 
his name” — “ the city of the great King.” 

The language of the sacred narrative 
clearly imports that the entrance of these 
resuscitated saints into Jerusalem, was not for 
the purpose of resuming their former situa- 
tions. It is said that they appeared unto 
many. When our Lord raised the daughter 
of Jairus, the son of the widow, and the 
brother of Martha and Mary, all of whom 
returned to their former occupations, no 
such language as this is employed. But it 
is the language employed to describe the 
intercourse which our Lord held with his 
disciples during the forty days he continued 
on earth after his resurrection. He is said 
to have been seen by them, and to have 
appeared to them. The inference is plain 
—that as our Lord did not again become 


an inhabitant of this world, but remained 
on earth for a limited time, to satisfy his 
disciples that he was truly risen, the appear- 
ance of these saints was foi^a similar pur- 
pose. 

Like their Master, they appeared not to 
all the people. On the greater proportion 
the miracle would have been lofet. Tliey 
had already rejected proofs of his Messiah- 
ship sufficient for their conviction. But 
neither was it only to one or two ; they 
appeared to “ many.” 

Imagine what w ould be the effect, if your 
recently departed friends were to appear to 
you, not in the wasted form in which they 
w’ere consigned to the dust, but in that form 
in which they appeared before they were 
visited by their mortal malady, and clothed 
in the habiliments in which they had Iain, 
and which custom has consecrated to the 
grave ; imagine this, I say, and you w ill form 
some idea of the sensation w hich the ap- 
pearance of these saints must have pro- 
duced on the spectators. It is not said what 
they communicated. Nor arc we warranted 
to conclude that they revealed the secrets 
of their prison house. The design was to 
furnish, in connexion with other circum- 
stances, a visible attestation of Christ’s 
resurrection; a design which their mere 
appearance^ their persons being sufficiently 
identified, w ould of itself accomplish. 

In conclusion, I would call on you, in 
the first place, to think on the blessed pro- 
spects presented by the events which you 
this day commemorate, the death and resur- 
rection of our Lord. 

By his death, he has destroyed death. 
Those whose bodies w’ere raised, and who 
shared in his victory over death, were the 
first fruits of an abundant harvest. Not 
confined to them, the power of Christ’s 
resurrection is one to which all are sub- 
jected. The hour is on the wing, when the 
trump of the archangel shall awake the 
sleeping dust. It is not the saints about 
Jerusalem only, but those of every age and 
country w ho shall come forth and “ enter 
into the holy city.” The facts to which 
you have been here referred, in confirmation 
of this hope, do not go merely to the extent 
of showing the possibility of the event. 
They are a public monument for every age, 
that it has actually happened ; under cir- 
cumstances too, if we attend to the length 
of time which some of the parties raised, 
must have continued under the power of 
death, not dissimilar to that which will take 
place at the general resurrection. A far 
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Btronger proof is thus given than what the 
rich man wanted to be given to his brethren, 
when he requested that one should be sent 
to them fronji, the invisible world. How 
owerfully does this subject appeal to your 
opes and fears I It was a memorable night 
in Egypt, when there was not a house where 
there was not one dead. We recognise in 
the description of the sacred historian, the 
truth of nature : “ There w as a great cry in 
Egypt.” But it was the simultaneous occur- 
rence only that was peculiar ; the event itself 
is familiar to all of us. Where is the dwell- 
ing in which this has not happened, and 
which is not liable to its return ? I address 
myself to those wdiose feelings have in this 
way been already lacerated, and must be 
lacerated again; and who must exemplify 
in their own persons, how soon they know^ 
not, the universality of death’s dominion. 
But is the special and characteristic ten- 
dency of our hopes as Christians, and of 
the facts which w'e this day commemorate, 
to take from the grave its natural horrors. 
If the house of this tabernacle is to be dis- 
solved, a nobler edifice shall rise on its ruins. 
We this day stand at an empty tomb. He 
who died has risen from the dead, and be- 
come the first fruits of those w^ho slept. An 
earthquake shall again burst the sepulchre, 
and those that are in their graves shall live. 
With these prospects, how criminal if we 
shall bring to the services of this day a 
heartless formality. How dishonourable 
will it contrast with the enthusiasm excited 
by the prospect of transitory privileges! 
Let the triumphant feelings with which the 
aged Simeon regarded the infant Saviour, 
be ours, when we this day partake of the 
symbols of his sufferings: “Now lettest 
tnou thy servants depart in peace, for our 
eye& have seen thy salvation.” 

II. Think on the character of those who 
shall share in these privileges. 

Our Lord rose, and entered into heaven 
as the representative of the people; and 
though the unholy as well as the holy shall 
be raised, the former w ill neither have part 
nor lot in the honours of that day. For 
them it had been infinitely better if no 
trumpet’s voice had rent the bands of the 
sepulchre. They shall come forth like the 
criminal from the condemned cell, to undergo 
the sentence which shall fix their place 
among the workers of iniquity. « All en- 
trance into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord, shall be administered abundantly,” to 
the regenerated alone— *to those who, while 
Uving in the world, are separated from Us 


pollutions — to whom the exercises of this 
day arc something more than mere formali- 
ties — w’ho bring to them a spirit in accord- 
ance with their sanctity. Without this you 
may externally have fellow^ship with Christ 
in his sufferings, but you can have no fel- 
lowship w’ith him in his glorious resurrec- 
tion. You w ant the spirit and character of 
his people, and you must be strangers likc- 
wdso to their high destiny. Let this all- 
important truth, while yet it may be available 
for your happiness, sink deep into your 
souls. This day is salvation sounded in 
your ears. This day your covenant with 
sin may be broken, and instead of the awTul 
scenes w hich will open on those who deli- 
berately make their grave w ith the wicked, 
yours may be the brightening prospects of 
that hol}'^ brotherhood w ho have “ hope in 
their death.” 

III. Think on the special manifestations 
which the devout observers of the death and 
resurrection, may enjoy in these exercises. 

If the sight of the risen saints at first 
alarmed the persons to whom they appeared, 
eventually, in connexion with other events, 
it afforded an assurance that Christ was 
risen, that the “ one oblation” was offered 
and accepted, and that “ the w'ay into the 
holiest of all was made manifest.” It is the 
design and tendency of the ordinance, for 
the observance of which w^e are this day, 
more especially, assembled, to convey to 
you similar assurances, and to impart similar 
consolation. That this should not be the 
general effect produced, forms no objection 
to the truth of this representation, and ac- 
cords with the analogy presented by the 
facts we have been considering. All who 
saw the graves opened, did not see those 
who rose. And it may be, that all who 
commemorate the dying love of the Re- 
deemer, shall not feel the elevating pro- 
spects of the Christian. But if this is not 
your experience, it is because sin and secii- 
larity interpose a veil between you and these 
spiritual enjoyments. Divine consolations 
still “enter into” the holy soul. Objects 
calculated in themselves to excite the same 
alarm, which the first appearance of the 
risen saints produced in their friends, will 
be contemplated when viewed in connexion 
with the discoveries of the Gospel, with the 
complacency with which those saints were 
afterw'ards regarded, when the object of 
their appearance w^as fully known. You 
will rejoice, not only in the cross which 
Christ bore, but in that which he imposes 
on his people. Sufferings, and diflSculties, 
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and reproaches endured with Christian spirit, may thus “appear unto many;” and that 
and in the Christian cause, will be seen to the elements distributed, may prove the 
“work out a far more exceeding, and an lively symbols which shall effectually repre- 
eternal weight of glory.” May God grant sent not a crucified merely, but a risen, 
that the reality and excellency of religion, glorified Redeemer. 


NO FLESH JUSTIFIED BY THE LAW; 

A Lecture by the Rev. David Garment, A.M Concluded from page 24- 


In the preceding versos, the Apostle 
had stated the matter of our justification, 
and given a description of the persons that 
arc made partakers of this blessing. He, 
to the exclusion of every thing in us, or to 
be wrought by us, expressly states, “ that 
the righteousness of God to which the law 
and prophets bare witness, was our alone 
justifying righteousness ; and that as all 
had sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, there was no difference ; that one had 
no more claim on the favour of God than 
another, nor any title to justification in the 
sight of God.” They were all guilty, all 
under condemnation, and, of course, without 
any plea before God which they could 
urge in their own favour. This justifying 
righteousness, then, could only be taken 
hold of by faith ; it is unto all, and upon all 
who believe, and none else ; and it is evi- 
dent, that this faith includes in it not only 
belief in Christ as the Lord our righteous- 
ness, but belief in our owm guilt and utter 
helplessness. 

Verse 24. In order more clearly to esta- 
blish the point which he had been all along 
jiroving, and in order to cut down every 
self-righteous spirit in man, he goes to the 
very foundation of this blessing, and shows 
that it is irrespective of all foreseen faith 
and good works in man, it springs entirely 
from the free grace of God, that is, from 
the free everlasting love of God to man, as 
displayed in the business of a sinner’s justi- 
fication before God. This appears in his 
purposing to save sinners, and to recover 
them from their lost estate ; in contriving 
the plan of redemption ; in calling his dear 
Son to engage in the work ; in Christ’s en- 
gaging as a surety ; in the Father’s sending 
him, and in Christ’s coming to do his will ; 
in Christ’s accomplishing the w'ork, and in 
the Father’s acceptance and imputation of 
it ; in the bestowment of faith, and all those 
graces which are necessary for our laying 
hold of, and feeding on Christ, and making 


us meet for enjoying that inheritance which 
Christ has purchased for us, and which none 
without holiness can enjoy. Oh! sinner, 
let me entreat thee to ponder on the free- 
dom and unsearchable riches of this grace 
of God ; and, oh ! lie not down this night 
until you have obtained some sw'cet soul 
knowledge of Christ, and until you have 
seen somew hat of its wondrous extent and 
blessed effects. We can find no hope out 
of Christ ; and the frecncss of his grace is 
surely eminently calculated to solten the 
hardest heart, and to bring the sinner on 
his knees. If they to w hom much is for- 
given love much, surely our love should 
burn with a brighter flame than it now 
does. 

2, The Apostle states the meritorious 
cause of our justification, the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus. This implies that 
we were formerly in a state of captivity to 
sin, Satan, and the law' ; and not only cap- 
tives, but willing captives. Redemption is a 
deliverance from this captivity, and this 
redemption is in Christ Jesus. It was 
purchased by him; ho is the Author and 
Finisher of it ; nor is this any objection to 
the freeness of justification that it w as pur- 
chased by Christ, for it was grace in God 
to give his Son, and grace in Christ to give 
himself a sacrifice to satisfy for our sins, 
for whatever it cost him it was free to us. 
We paid none of the price, we bare none 
of the burden, we overcame no enemies, 
and wrought no deliverance for ourselves ; 
so that it is just as free to us as if it had been 
bestow'ed by God, without the intervention 
of a Mediator. ? 

Verse 25. “ When it is said that Christ 
was sent forth to be a propitiation through 
faitli in his blood, to declare his righteous- 
ness for the remission of sins that are past, 
tlirough the forbearance of God.” When 
reconciliation is spoken of, men are very 
apt to suppose that Christ, by his sacrifice 
and death, has procured for us the love 
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and favour of God ; but the preceding pas- | God’s people established on an immoveable 
sage may teach us, that instead of this the ' foundation, as they have now a sufficient 
sacrifice and death of Christ was a fruit of answer to every charge against them, 
the grace or favour and love of God. That Verse 26 . Though this may not appear 
instead of this, grace devised the plan of very evident to blind, unconverted sinners, 
redemption through Christ as the only way yet nothing is a matter of greater wonder 
consistently with the divine perfections, for to the believer in Jesus, especially when 
removing the obstacles which a broken law first awakened to see the extent and aggra- 
and insulted justice had interposed betwixt vation of his sins. Then how can God be 
the grace of God and the redemption of just in justifying such a sinner as he is ? 
man ; and in this way every obstacle was He sees, then, the vileness of sin, its oppo- 
reijioved, the law was fulfilled, justice satis- sition not merely to the will, but to the very 
bed, sin taken away, the power of Satan being of God. He reads and believes the 
broken, and provision made for the com- sentence pronounced against sin, and that 
plete removal of every obstacle which could the justice and faithfulness of God call for 
at all impede the deliverance of man from the infliction of the punishment denounced 
that state of slavery in w liich he was held against it ; and it is only by obtaining in- 
by his spiritual enemies. It was for the sight into God's covenant, and clearer views 
remission of sins that he was sent fortli, of the plan of salvation, that he is at all 
even past sins, the sins of Old Testament enabled to reconcile the justification of the 
saints, who were with him in heaven long sinner with the perfections of God, or to 
before his incarnation. Yet still justice see his righteousness brightly displayed 
demanded satisfaction, though in virtue of w’hcn he justified those who believe in 
the ]>romise of Christ, to satisfy for their Jesus. The justification of the believer in 
sins, and tlie Father’s ftill reliance on the ful- Jesus is the means of declaring or making 
filmeiit of that promise, they w'crc admitted known the righteousness of God, which 
to the enjoyment of that bliss, and the pos- may include in it not only the manifestation 
session of that inheritance w hich he has pur- of his righteousness in the punishment of 
chased for his peojile. We sec here that the surety, and thus obtain every satisfac- 
it is a part of the divine plan to remit and tioa to offended justice in the suflerings of 
take away sin, as well as to satisfy justice ; | Him who stood in ourlaww’oom, so that we 
and all this is done to manifest not only the ! are delivered from condemnation. Yet sin 
efficacy of the death of Christ, and the was punished, and God's hatred of it, and 
sufficiency of his righteousness, but also to determination to punish it abundantly, mani- 
set forth the righteousness or faithfulness of fested in a way the most clearly convinc- 
God, as gloriously and greatly displayed in ing and decisive ; in this way also the suffi- 
tlic death and satisfaction of Christ, and in ciency and excellency of Christ's rightcous- 
t he way he has taken to bestow redemption ness is abundantly manifested; and God 
on his people. It is perfectly evident, from testifies, that it is a complete and perfect 
the passage before us, that sin must be re- righteousness witli which he is well pleased, 
mitted ere we attain to the enjoyment of when, on account of it, he justifies sinners, 
happiness, and that this can be done in no This doctrine is peculiarly calculated for 
other w^ay than by the sacrifice of Christ, comforting the people of God, as it tends 
Sinners are little aware how' much iho}" arc to remove all those fears and doubts which 
indebted to the forbearance of Goil in de- arc apt to arise in the mind from partial and 
ferring the e.xecutioii of justice. Tiicir sins defective views of the divine character and 
are so grievous and so many, that they call perfections. We see here that there is no 
loudly, like the blood of Abel, to heaven other W'uy in wliich tlic righteousness of 
ior \cugcaucc oil the oflender.?. There God can be so distinctly declared and set 
w ould have hoeu no room left for the appli- forth, as in the justification of sinners. It is 
cation or Chihol's right cousness, had not the in this way only that God is honoured, and 
fyrbearance of God been displayed in not the glory of his grace and justice alike dis- 
iiifiicling the mst punishuAcnt of sin ; so that, played. This is the w ay in w hich they 
in every vhwv \ve take ot the stupendous harmonize and even co-operate ; so that 
phui of redemption, w o sec grace and love there is no w ay in which a sinner can glo- 
shining forth in such u way as consists with, rify God so remarkably as in believing the 
and exalts the justice and faithfulness of divine testimony concerning Christ, and 
God; sin is atoned for and pardoned; God freely relying upon him as the Lord our 
reconciled, justice exalted, and the faith of righteousness and strength. Auicii 
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“ Ye see then how that hy leorks a man is justified^ and not by faith only '' — James ii. 24. 


In the earliest age of the Cliristian 
eiiuTch, the apostle Paul had declared that 
hiith in Jesus Christ was the only ground 
of a sinner’s justification in the sight of God. 
In arriving at this conclusion, he had [jroved 
by a process of clear and logical reasoning 
that all were sinners, and consequently 
unable to perform such services as might 
recommend them to the favour of the Deity. 
If salvation, then, depended upon the per- 
formance of sucli services, it was manifest 
that salvation could never be obtained. 
Having brought his readers to this point, 
he proceeded to lay before them the mys- 
teries of the Gospel — to show them tlie 
efficiency of that atonement which had been 
^made, and to induce them to seek refuge in 
the blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth 
from all sins. “ Being justified freely by 
his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. Where is boasting then ? It 
is excluded. By what law ? of works? nay, 
but by the law of faith. Therefore we con- 
clude, that a man is justified by faith, with- 
out the deeds of the law.” The faith, how- 
ever, w'hic.h is here meant by the Apostle, 
he takes occasion elsewhere to explain. It 
is not a dead faith — that species of it which ; 
produces no fruit — that lifeless inert prin- 
ciple (if such language could be ])hiloso- 
phically employed) which has no influence 
upon the regenerated soul, but “ that faith I 
VoL. V. — No. 164. 


which worketh by love, which purifieth the 
heart, and overcorneth the world.” 

Even with this explanation, however, his 
doctrine was soon destined to be g-rievously 
misunderstood, and wilfully misr(*prescnted. 
Men of licentious passions discovered iii it, 
or rather thought they discovered in it a 
refuge from the consequences of their crimes, 
and embraced it with greediness. They 
pretended that faith alone was sufficient to 
entitle them to heaven ; and that morality 
w'as altogether unnecessary, and even frus- 
trated the grace of God. Many of the 
teachers of religion, deeply imbued with the 
same dangerous opinions, inculcated them 
openly upon the people, and scattered far 
and wide the seeds of this noxious heresy. 
The consequences may be easily conceived. 
A few years had changed the face and cha- 
racter of the Christian church. The most 
criminal passions were gratified ; enormities 
till then unheard of in the community of 
the faithful, were recklessly committed, and 
the mantle with which they cloaked their 
deeds of darkness, was their prostitution of 
this sacred doctrine. It became necessary, 
therefore, on the part of true Christians, to 
undeceive them; to tear asunder the cover- 
ing in w hich they were wrapped ; to stem 
that torrent of depravity which was threaten- 
ing to sweep in its progress every vestige of 
moralitv from the land. The apostle James,, 
D 
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among otheis, applied Iiimsolf assi<liion';ly 
to the accomplishment of this object. With 
this view he adopted a course somewi’at 
different from tiiat of the apf)Stl(i Paul ; for 
while the latter inenleated justification l)y 
faith, the faith that worketli by love, the 
former inculcated more particularly the ne- 
cessity of good works, as the fruits and 
(widem;es of saving faith. The reasons of 
this difference in their mode of enforcing 
the same doctrines can be easily given. 
I’he apostle Paul was anxious to demon- 
strate the absurdity of expecting salvation 
by works — an opinion to which his .Tewish 
:‘Ountrymeu clung with their characteristic | 
tenacit3\ At the sam(^ time, when he do(‘S | 
this, he warns them against the perversion 
of his doctrine, and assures them that true 
faith j)rodnccs, and must prrxluee, the pnnist 
of all obedience. “ Do we then triake. void 
the law through faith ? (iod forbid. Yea, 
we establish the law.” The object, again, 
of the. writer before us, was to corrc'ct the 
perversion of this doctriiu^, to show us the 
impossibility of being saved, while wc con- 
tinued in our sins. Put he docs not con- 
tradict the doctrine of justification by faith : 
on the contrary, he maintains and cordinns 
it. He carries it out to its cliccts. Wher- 
ever faith exists, it will he seen by its fruits; 
wherever these fruits are not, laitii is not. 
In this chapter, he enters at considerable 
length into the subject, and piawes from 
analogy and particular exanijiks, that works, 
as the consecpiencos of faith, arc lu'ccssary 
to the very existence of justification, and 
then draws the inference contained in our 
text, “ Ye see then how that hy works a | 
man is justified, and not by faith only.” j 
From the train of reasoning employed j 
in the context, it is obvious that the Apos- j 
tie recognises faith as the instrument of 
our justification ; but at the same time, in 
accordance with the design which we have 
already stated he had in view, he is led to 
insist more ])articularly on the consequences 
of faith. This will account for his substi- 
tution in some cases of the effect for the 
cause. Thus, when he tells us, that Abra- 
ham was justified hy works, he must he 
understood merely as denoting, that if Abra- 
ham had refused to offer up his son, ho 
would have manifested a want of faith in 
the premises, and a want of obedience to 
the commands of God, and by consequence 
that he was not in a justified state. Works, 
then, he considers as the test of justification 
hy faith, and in this sense, we are to under- 


stand the language in our text. Having 
made these preliminary remarks, we pro- 
ceed to show how a man is justified by 
works ; or what connexion works have witii 
our justification. 

We remark, then, in the first place, that 
without holintiss of heart and life, we can- 
I not be in a justified state, because holiness 
of heart and life, with its remote conse- 
quences here and hereafter, is the very end 
and design of our justification. 

Tliat man is now a corrupted being, is a 
truth so plainly revealed in the Scripture, 
and so clearly demonstrable from reason, 
that it wen? needless for our present pur- 
pose to attempt tiie proof. Let us, with a 
firm determination to judge righteous judg- 
ment, cast our eye over the moral history 
of our sp(?cies, and wo will discover in its 
minutest, as well as most prominent features, 
the marks of its degradation. “ The Lord 
himself looked down from heaven, to see if 
there was any that understood, that did seek 
after God. They arc gone aside; they are 
altogether become filt hy ; there is none that 
doetii good ; no, not one.” The nature of 
this corruy)tiou was, if possible, a much 
greater evil than the universality of its ex- 
tent. It unfitted man for the })ur[)oscs of 
his creation ; it y>erverted his moral powers ; 
it made him in love with misery, while he 
had neither the yaower nor inclination to 
regenerate himself. In such a situation 
man must have continued for ever, but for 
tlie ydan of mercy, and the acoomyalishment 
! of that })lan. The Son of God took u|)on 
him our nature, and by his suflerings and 
death made an atonement for sin. What 
was the object of this atonement? Was it 
merely to cxjnate sin, and give impunity to 
sinners? Was it merely to free us from 
the punishment \vhieh we had incurred, 
and were still incurring, that wc might 
revel withoiit fear of the future, in those 
very vices which brought him to the dust 
of death ? W as it merely, in short, to raise 
up a barrier between us and the vengeance 
of Almighty God, that under its refuge we 
might continue to sill ? No, verily! There 
was a higher, a nobler design — more worthy 
of God, more beneficial to man. He did 
not come to save us in, but from our sins. 
He did not come merely to make an 
atonement for iniquity, but to bring in an 
everlasting righteousness. He did not 
come merely to hide us from the wrath of 
j God, but to introduce us into his favour 
■ and fellowship. He came to purify unto 
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himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. 

I'his, then, was the design of the atone- 
ment, to renovate our degraded nature, to 
j)urge it from corruption, to make us pure 
as Ciod is pure, and lioly as he is holy. But 
ii’this be tlie design of the atonement, then 
it must ho the design also of our justifica- 
tion. By it alone can the blessings of the 
atonement biicomo ours in [lossession. It 
is true, that the atonement was designed to 
promote more than this, and does actually 
promote more. The happiness of man, 
though certainly contemplated in that great 
event, is but a part, and in some respects too, 
an unimportant part of its consequences. By 
it the character of the divim; Being is more 
strikingly illustrated; his justie.e and mercy 
are made to harnioni/ai ; his abliorrence of 
sin is inscribed as it were on the cross of 
(dirist, in colours of blood. It is imjiossibh^ 
for linite minds to calculate the etieets of 
this atoning sacritice, to tell the intlucnce 
which it may have, not only upon this world 
of ours, but on the countless beings that 
jieople the wdde universe of Cod. 'I'lie hill 
of Calvary is the great watch-tower ol’ crea- 
tion — the beacon that there ^heds its light 
over the nature of sin, may (!Xlend that light 
to the remotest regions of space, will l)urn 
through eternity ! But still, in so far as the 
hapjiiuess of man was tlie ohjeet of the 
atouoiiieiit, in so far is it the ohjed of Justi- 
heatiou. We have already proved, that the 
atonement was diisigiied to prodiiee good 
works, and it follows clearly that jusliiica- 
tiou must produce good works also. If this 
be not the case, then the divine Being must 
have lost his end in our justifieation, and in 
the atonement upon which it is founded. If 
he had determined to etfeet this rtjsult, — and 
we have seen that such was his determina- 
tion, — and if he did not foresee that it could 
not be accomplished by these means, tlum 
he is not possessed of j)rescience ; and ii’ho 
did foresee, but could not devise a better 
remedy, then he is not ])ossessed of inlinite 
W’isdom ; and it he could have devised a 
better remedy, but was not able to accom- 
plish it, then he is not }>ossessed of inlinite 
power. But each and all of these supposi- 
tions are manifestly so blasj)hemous and 
absurd, that we are compelled to take shel- 
ter from this monstrous alternative, in the 
belief that justification muat and certainly 
does produce holiness of heart and purity 
of conduct. 

We have said that holiness, with its re- 


mote consequences here and hereafter, Is 
the end of our justification. These couse- 
qmmees are the enjoyment of Cod in fellow- 
ship and communion with him upon earth, 
and especially in anotlnw and a better world. 
If these he tlie eonsequenees of our justifi- 
cation, tlien must juirity of eonduet he a 
consequenee also. It is impossible that 
they who are tlie servants of sin can be the 
servants of God ; and if they are not his 
servants, then they have no fellowship with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
What fidlowsui]) hath light with darkness? 
w hat concord hath Christ willi Belial ? Tlu^ 
temple of vice cannot be erected in that 
heart, where tin* Cod of heavtm dw’ells. 
The intereourse of social life w ill furnish us 
with an instruetive lesson on this very point. 
In lh(‘ eompaiiionsliips of men there can he 
no friejulsliip, where there is no community 
of fei'iing. Kiiidrc'd s])iriLs rc'cjuire but to 
come within llu^ spbert^ of their mutual in- 
flmuiee, to call forth the congenial sympa- 
thies of tlu'ir natui'('; to be knit soul to 
soul ; but discordant elements will iicvor 
coalesce, or ii they do so for a time, the 
uiuujual union will soon ]>urst asunder I’rom 
the lu'terogeiM'ous (jiuditit!S of wl)ich it is 
made uj). 'rhus it is in the union of be- 
li<'vers with their Cod. J’liere is, so far as 
Iniman nature is capable in its present irn- 
perb'el stat(‘, a (Community of feeling with 
txod — a saimuiess of alfeclion — a co-opera- 
tion with him in the moral govornment of 
th(‘ universe'. They are assimilated to his 
images ; tlu'v are made partakers of the 
divine nature; they are like? Him in those 
graces which he bestows upon them here, 
and when at last tlu'ir disembodied spirits 
shall wing their way to the regions of eter- 
nal blessedness, they shall see liini as he is, 
and iq)pear with liim in glory. But they 
must be holy before this blessedness be 
theirs. Wiiijout holiness, no man shall see 
the Lord. Heaven is too j)ure and too 
holy to admit w'ithiri it those who iiidtdg-e 
in the commission of iniquity. There^ no 
corruption, nothing' that (bdih'S, shall enter. 
It is the abode of ))nrity — of those spirits 
who liave kept their first estate; who have 
been uneontaminated with the pollutions of 
iniquity ; and of those other spirits wIjo, 
though inheriting the corruption of out 
talieu nature, have been delivered from it, 
have washed their robes, and made therri 
white in the blood of the Lamb. It is the 
dwelling-place of the most High Cod, and 
ill such a presence no vicious prosjiensity can 
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live. Every man that }iatl» this hope in him 
f)urificth hiiuseir, even as (^lirist is pure. If, 
then, the enjoyjnent of siieli felicity he the 
eiul of our jiistiiication, and if holiness ho 
necessary for its attaintne-nt, tlnni holiness 
must he the einl also of our jnstitication, ami 
must he [iroduced hy it. 

We r<‘rnark, in tin* sc’cond place, witliont 
holim‘ss of heart and lift* \v(^ cannot ])e in a 
Jn, stifled state, fieeaiise the principles iinpliiMl 
in jnstificalicm infallibly jiroduce holiness of 
heart ami life. 

W() im*'an hy this proposition which wc 
hav(; novvannoumMMljthat itis iinpossihh* that 
th<! juslifuMl person can he otlierwisc tlian 
frnitfid in p^ood works. Were he capable 
of inthihiiiitj in vieions ]»racti<‘es — for the 
lu'st of men will lx* ovi'rtaken in a fault — 
ami of iie^deetin'4‘ hjihitnally tho.S(? dnli<‘s 
whicii In^ is hound to [lerforrn, he would he 
doin^jf ‘i\ violema^ to his rej^cnerated nature, 
for which thercs would h<! no possibility of 
aceountinij;-. If, pereliam'O, such an anouialy 
were to happen in th<i moral, then also mii^ht 
wc expect such another in the physical 
world — to }.!fntli(T trrajies of thorns, and 
of thistk's ! lint it is mauiii'stly an (‘veut 
which ought not to liapjien, u'hicfi luvcr r<in 
hajpimn. 

It has been said, indeed, that if we are 
jnstifiml only hy tln^ imputation of (dirist’s 
righteousness, and that if in tliis, faith alom‘ 
without any human merit he the instrument, 
then we are set free from all moral obliga- 
tion, then the flood-gates of licentiousness 
are thrown open, and ukmi are at liberty !(► 
sink the dei'per into sin, that the grace of 
(lod may In* the more signally glorified. 
Such an infamous eoiniueut as this, oii (lie 
doctrim‘S of iVci' grace, is the K'sult of utter 
misaj^)})rehension of (heir iiaUire. lietweeu 
justifieutioii and sauetification, there is a 
close and inseparable connexion ; and lu' 
who lias h(‘en made partaker of the one 
blessing, is eipially a ])urtaker of the other. 

“ Shull we coiUinne in sin, that grace may 
abound ? (iod forbid. How shall we that 
are d(*ad to sin live any Iotig(*r therein r” It , 
is inauil’(*stly impossible; and a very few 
remarks will sulHec to show us liow this is 
the ease. 

Hel’ore a sinner has been justified, the j 
Spirit of Cioil inii>t have been ojierating { 
upon his mind, and must have produced | 
certain convictions which he eonUl not othcr- 
liad. Ho must have seen the 
g^lory of (iod, and the exeolleney of the ^ 
<iivinc law, in a light very ditVereut from ' 


that ill which he had previously viewed 
them. He must have felt that sin was not 
that trivial nutter which liefiad been accus- 
tomed to believe, ami that indulgence* in it 
was far from being that pardonable frailty 
with the conviction of which ho had laiil 
thtt flattering imetion to his soul. Aw akened 
to a true sense of his guilt, and of the danger 
to W'hicli it exj)os(Mi lum, lie must have be- 
come aware that it was an evil thing to sin 
against the Lord. In constMjuenee of all 
tills, conneetiKl with a consciousness of his 
(*wu inability to expiate the wrath of 
(bxi, he is imliiced to flee for refuge to 
tin? hope set before him in the Gospel. 
In doing so, however, contrition for sin is 
reipiisitc*. He must repmithitterly in sack- 
cloth and in ashes. How «*lsc can he em- 
brace tin* offers of mercy y If he lias not 
felt himself to h(.‘ a sinner, lying under tin* 
wrath of (*od, vvliat can induce him to flee 
from that wrath, and ask the forgiv(;noss of 
his sins? If he knew not how offensive it 
is to that Bi'iug, at whose tribunal he must 
soon appear, he would not led tliat restless 
anxiety to he assunMl of his iriK'resL in thf^ 
atomuaent, and his safety at tin* great day. 
All tin.'se s<‘nsations (irr felt. He has been 
arous(*il to a painful sense of liis condition; 
he lias become alive to his danger ; like the 
pnhlican of <)ld, he smites iijiuu his breast, 
and says, “ (iod be mereiful to me, a sin- 
ner.” Thest; gracious couvietious end at 
last in justification. And is it conceivable, 
ah or lie has hei'ii justili(*d, after lie lias asked 
and obtained the lorgiveness of his sins, 
after he has repented of sin and abliorn.'d 
it, after he has tleil for refuge to the blood 
of .lesus (^iirist ; that he should run oil in 
the sarm* course of iiiiipiity as before ; nay, 
that he should start hack and sink deeper 
into that very gulf, out of which he ha<l 
cried so migiiiily for didveranee V Is it 
eoiu'civahle, tiiat the very elreumstauce of 
his being pardom'd should maki* him love 
that whieii lie liad just before regarded with 
the gr(*atest abhorrence ? Ciocl forbid ! he 
has become dead to sin : he can live no 
longer therein. 

The very principles whicli lead the sin- 
ner to become a Christian, lead him also to 
grow in grace. His renovated nature re- 
volts at the coutaminatioii of iniquity. He 
avoids it, as he would tlie avenger of blood. 
He follows after holiness ; he follows on to 
know* the Lord. We are justified by faith, 
and if these are not the consecpiences of our 
justificaliou, then our faith, if indeed we 
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have faith. Is (load and worthlf'ss. It will 
not save ns. We must he jusiifKMl by onr 
works, and not by faith only. This, as the 
Apostle argues in the eontoxt, was the ca.se 
nith Abraham. He Ixdioved God, and it 
was (’ount('d unto him for riL’‘hteousne.s.s ; 
but how was this faith attesU'd V By his 
works, when he did not hesitate at the 
eoininandtnent ol (iod to odor up his son 
for a burnt-otferine:. H(‘ hud lu'cn actually 
jnstifiod many years before ; but his will- 
in'j^ntss to oti’t'r up his son, his only sou, 
bis child of {)rornise and of prayer, was 
tlie elear(’st of all proofs that liis faith wiis 
^anmine and sincere. 

^Ve nmiark, in the third place, that holi- 
ne>,s of h<‘art and lih^ is the only evidence 
which w(i can u’ive of our jnsliHeation to onr 
hdlow-inen and to the (diiireh of ('hri>t. 

By our works, then, must we he jristified 
in tin* siu'lit of men. d'here is luj other 
mark by which th(* followers of desus can 
be distijii'nisb<'<l from the world lyiujyf in 
wickedness. “ By their fruits y(‘ shall know 
them,’’ is a remark which conies from the 
hiirhest aTithority. It clearly (mtitles ns to 
form a jnd;.^nncnt, in part at least, of the 
character !ind state of our brethren, as well 
as of onr own eliaraeter and state. 

If proli's^c'd (’hristians know not that 
they stainl or fall in the estimation of their 
lellow-inen, hy the consistency or incon- 
sistency ol‘ their practices with their avowed 
principles, then th(\y are ij^norant of a fact 
which the voice of history, sacred and pro- 
fane, has attested in every a^c. “ Behold, 
how these Christians love om? another!” 
wa.s the exclamation of the astonished hea- 
tlnm, even in the infancy of the Christian 
relijxion ; and tlie same spirit is still at work, 
altliough it must be re;:^retted that the same 
lionour cannot in many instanc(^s be g-iven 
to the followers of the cross. Let Chri.s- 
tians act a*^ they may, they may rest as- 
sured that tlieir conduct will not escape tin? 
observation of the world ; and if it is not 
in unison with the princi[)lcs of their reli- 
gion, it will r(M*eive (*ven from them the 
condemnation which it descrv(*s, Tln‘ea;4'lc 
eve of the imL^odly follows the Christian 
with unwearied a'^^i<luity ; watches every 
part of his public and jirivatt* deportment, 
observes every action, and is by no means 
slow in discovering any defect. Imme- 
diately upon such a discovery is the outcry 
of fi(mdisn exultation raised ; it is sounded 
far and wide ; and not only the individual 
at fault, but Christianity itself sulfers, reli- 


gion is wounded in the house of her friends. 
Nor can w<* complain innch in this respect 
of the injustice of the world. We profess 
to regulate our conduct hy certain princi- 
ples; and if vv(> do it not, then we violate 
these profe.«sions, and earn censure and 
rebuke. I'lie life of the (Christian should 
lie a practical commentary upon his ereed. 
He should exemjilifv in his own eondnet a 
pattern of those gra(‘es which he inculcates 
u|)on others. lie is gazed at by others. 
His words and actions are, as it wt're, 
weighed and measured, that a ju’oper esti- 
mate of religion may he formed. 

In the .same manner tliat tin* character ot 
every man is deUM’inined hy his actions, is 
that of tin* (’hristian. d'he secr('t pritu'iplos 
within would remain for (‘V(‘r nnobst'rvmJ. 
did they n()t, by coin])eHini>- ns to act in 
consistency with their dictates, discover 
tlu'ir true nature. Nor is there? any gn'at 
difliculty in arriving at a proper conelnsion 
u[)on this very jjoint, provided we have in 
our power the means of observing a man's 
eoiniuet, and the (‘ll’ects whicli it has upon 
lums(‘lf, and the little circle in whie.h In’ 
moves. It is a very mistaken notion to 
suppose, that prineiph’ may he in some 
ease’s an inactive; tiling, and incapable of 
exerting any intliiencc ove'r tin; moral con- 
duct of a man. And it is, if possible, 
still more mistaken notion to siiji- 
pose, that uer may believe firmly in cer- 
tain fixed ])iinei])le’s, and yet so far from 
acting in accordance with these principles, 
act in direct opposition to their dictates. 
Such opiiiiejns are hninded ujiem ignorance’ 
of man’s moral nature, and of the immuta- 
ble laws by which the moral world is regu- 
lated. The truth is, that principle is everv 
thing. It is that alone which impels to 
action — which makes every pou er, and feel- 
ing, and art‘t;c.ti(m within us subservient t<» 
itsedf, uliiedi makes us what we are. It 
these remarks be; just, it will follow*, that, 
from the colour and complexion of a man's 
conduct, w'c can easily inf’er iiis character, 
heeanse we are enabled by this means to 
determine the princijiles to which that con- 
duct owes its existence. A man may, 
indeed tedl ns that such and such princifdes 
arc hi.s; hut if we p(;rceive ejects in his 
life dilfe;rcnt from Avhat we should have? 
exp(?cte<i, then we? are entitled to conclude, 
either that he is eleceiving himself, or, what 
is more probable, that he^ lias bef?n deceiving 
us. He may tell us that he has faith in 
Jesus Christ ; but if wt? see not the prac- 
D 2 
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tical effects of faith in his intorconrso with 
the wor!(l ; if la* is not honest to himself, to 
his neighbour, ami to his (jo.l ; if he violate 
the retiuirements ol tlo; law eontinnallv arel 
without remorse ; if he imlulLre in tho^e 
vices whieli are iiiiseeaily ami unhehlting the 
Christian character, llien wv. an* jnsiilieil in 
a.ssnring him that such a jirineiple hath no 
place in liis hosom. “ U'liat <Ioth it profit, my 
hrcrtlinm, though a man.svo/he hatli fail h, and 
have not. works y (Jan faith save him V’’ 'I'he 
absurdity of this sujipositiori is stiikingly 
shown l)y the Apostle in an analoeoiis casi*. 

If a lirotlu^r or a sister lx* nakeihand desti- 
tute of daily fooil, and one of yon sav nnlo 
tliem, l)(‘p<irt in peace ; be ve warmed ami 
fllleil ; not wil lol andiuii- \e give them not 
those tliiii'jfs u hieli are m*edlid totln* body^; 
wliat (h)lh it piofit ?” 'I’be answer is (*asy. 
Mere (*xpressions oCbrolherlv lovi*, bovvev<*r 
aident and sincen*, are but a inocki ry of 
our destllulion, if lliey are unaecmnpaiji(*d 
wilb llieir jiroper i'tleels, 'Tbi'y are un- 
nieauiiig sounds; Ibr it is impossible that 
we ra/i ti'cl love f-ir onr brother i( wi* allow 
him to pi'rlsh for w.mt, wliile wi* ourselves 
have (Mioiigh and (o spare. liven so fiilli, 
if it hath not woiks, is ilead, Ix iiig alone. 
It is, in fact, an absurdity in natnn* — a prin- 
t’ip!(‘ apart from practice — a eansi' without 
an ell'cct — a body without a soul ! 

It must lie obs(M‘\(*d, farther, that wv are 
bound to give the saim' I'vidence of our 
justification to the ('hurcli of Christ. So 
long *is there is a visible (*hureb upon i‘artb, 
there must be some stamlaul by which to 
try character, an 1 deti'iiniiie to what class 
it belones. Hut it is easy to (hxa'ivi* ns 
with prineijiles. if principles alone, without 
any referem'e to condiiet, lx* madi* that 
standard. In our pn'sent ^tale, indeed, we 
can arrive at no intallihh' ('ertaiiity of eha- 
ractt'i’ ; hut wt* ao* at all e\ cuts jnstilied in 
lirawing a favoiirahli* ('onelusion, if pio- 
fess(*d principles and op<‘n practice ('orre- 
spond, and equally Jnstilied in tlrawing an 
unfvvourahle conclusion if tlu'y do not. 
An unbeli(.*v(‘r may posst'ss sonu* marks of 
a Christian character; but, without these 
marks, no man can be a (diristian. Hy i 
our works, llien, must w c be justified. 

In tile last pi, u’c, holiness of herrt and 
life is the only eviiienee of our justific'ation 
that will be received at tiie jude-numt-seat 
of God. 

AVe have already stated, that faith in 
Jesus ('llirist i.s the only ground of onr 
juslilicatiou ; but, in comicxiun with tliis. 


and indeeil as the evidence of its cxist- 
ciK'e, must goo<l works be taken into the 
account. It is remarkable, that in the 
^aiTcd volume eternal lift? is uniformly pro- 
mised to tho.se only wlio do well. The 
ble.s‘'ing.s of salvation, though purchased 
liy the atonement, and enjoved by faith, 
are alw^ays anix'xed to the performance of 
duty. “ Not every one that sairb unto me, 
la>rd, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
ot Insiven. luit he that iloeth tlie w ill of my 
I’atiier w bo is in beavi’ii.” Ackriow ledging 
the divinitv of tin* Saviour, :iml subseribing 
to the doctrines W'bieli lie tanglit, is in so 
far well ; but it is not enough. We have 
bis own anthoritv for saying that such men 
will nevt'F enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven. A proles, ..ion of faith in .lesus, if un- 
supported hy the works of righteousness 
which it ouLtht to have produced, will avail 
us nofliiiig at the gri'ut day. Instead of 
prociiriiig for ns the favour of the .liidge, it 
will call fortii iiis disjilrasurc, and bring 
down a doubh* vi'uucanc.e on onr heads. 
“ .Many will say unto mi* at that day, Lord, 
Lord, hav(‘ we not prophe.sied in thy name, 
iind in tliy namt,‘ east out devils, and in thy 
naim* doix* many womieifiil works? d'lii'ii 
will I jHofess unto tli(*m, 1 never km'vv you ; 
d(‘part from me, ye that work iniijuity.” 
I'.iith is necessary, but iioliuess is cijnally 
necessary, it is (*('rtain that if we have 
nothing more tiian a corn.'ct l)i‘lief in the 
})rineiples of ri'ligion, to plead in onr behalf 
at ihi* day ol' final ae<*ount and relrihiition, 
then w e also, likt* the jiroliigate and pro- 
fane, mn>l i-all upon tUe liills and mountains 
to cover us from the wrath of the .judge. 
< )iir professions, gifts, and si.*rvices, nay, even 
tlie miracles wc may hav<* wionglit in the 
name of .lesus, w ill be alike in vain — vain 
as to any inflnenee tlit v will have in obtain- 
inu’ lor ns a vi'iiiiet of aequitial, but not vain 
in that lo iuenilous intlneiu'e which they tiiU 
have ova*r our doom. Our guilt w ill be tlic 
more aggravated ; our eternal destiny the 
mon* awfullv severe. 

A beautiful and sublime dt'lineation of the 
jioint which wi* are now ciuleavoiiring to 
C'^tahlish, is to be found in the account 
whicii our Lord liimsclf has given ns of the 
day of judgment. He has tiiere rt*prcsented 
his eliosen people, the !)le‘-s(*d of his Father, 
as standing upon his riu^tit hand, and invited 
to the onjtiynu'ut of that felicity which had 
hceii prej)ured tor them from before the 
foundation of tlu' world. And to show’ that 
they were indeed the persons for w hoiD this 
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felicity was preparnl, lie makes known tlio 
"ood works wiiich tiiev iiatl ])errormed, as 
the fruits and t'videncrs of their savinij: faith. 
“ I was an hniiiieicd, and ye ^ave me meat ; 
1 was thirsty, and ye irave me ilrink : I was 
a slran;/er, and ye took me in : naked, and 
ye clotheij uu‘ : ^iek, and in prison, and ve* 
visited me.” On the left stood those wlio 
liad [>erhtrme<l no siu'h actions, ami uho 
were in eon^ei jiiem'e eonsii(m*d to e\erlasi- 
int' fire, pri'paK.'d for the devil and his 
anj.^els. It is of no importunee to profess 
our belief in the prineijtles of (dinstianity, 
if we walk nv>t ueeotdiiur to its pret'epts. 
“Thou heiiev('st,” says the writer ol‘ tins 
Epistle, in a strain of the ke<'nt‘st ami mo''t 
euttitiir sarea-^m, “ thou hehe\esl tiiat then* 
is one (rod ; thou doi-si well ; ///<" r/ec/7.v 
a/so hclirn' om/ tr< inh/i .^^ 

If such, tin'll, he the real state of tin- 
matter ; if holiness he the vu-ry end and 
dosi^oi of our ju^tllleati()u ; if it be its native- 
and necessary eon>e(|neii('e ; if it he tln- 
oidy evidence wliieh we can ^ive of onr 
justification to our i'eilow-inen, and to tlie 
(diiirch of (.'hri.^L ; and, above- all, if it In* 
the only e^videuice which will he lakeui at tiiej 


judffment-seat of God, then surely we arc 
justihed ill elrawinp^ the same inferenee as 
the; Ape>stle‘, in sayimr with him, in the hm- 
iruage of our te\t, “ Ye; see then liow that 
ivy works a man i^> ju&lifu’d, and not by faith 
only.” 

Does the ^race of Go<l then, does faith 
in .le-sus Ciirist le-ad to licentiousness? 
How faNe and caliimiiions the charge! 
Faith ami works l;o hand in liand. “ (rod 
lialh ehose'ii ii'^ in him he-fore- the founda- 
tion of the* world, tint we sheiidei be; holy, 
and witliont blame- be'liue; him in love.” 
Let no man iinauine-, that, if lie has a cor- 
rce*t eree’d, all is well, Seimethiii^ nmre is 
letjuisite. Our praye rs ami emr ])raise*s, if 
lliey are- nentralize'd by euir condiie't, are an 
ahoininaf iou to tin- Lonl. “ Heboid, to 
oIm’v, is iM'lter tlian saerifiet-, and to 
Imarke-n, than the fid of rams. 'I’o thorn 
who, by jiatienl (‘onlinnaiiee in w ell-iloinp;-, 
se'e-lv for alory, honour anei immortality, 
e-te-rnal life ; Iml unto the-m that eehey not 
the trutfi, hut edn-y unriiihte’oiisiie-ss, indig- 
nation and wrath, t rihnlation and anguish 
Ufiein every soul of man that dexith evil, 
of (he Je-w first, and also ol the; Gentile.” 


Tin: IIIS’I'OIIY AND (TIARACTEU OF IR^N'IdUS PILATE; 

A SERMON 1’KJ:A(J111CI) in sr. elKORC’.lC'S ('HUto n, I*AlSt.t;V, ON THE AFnORNOON OF 
SAr.RATii, inif sta*ri:M!’,i a:, i mij, 

By the Kcv. KOHLRT BURNS, D.D. 


“ When Pilate safe that he ronld prevail nothinru h'd that rather a tumult ivas mnde^ 
he, took /eat''r and (cashed his hands hrfnn’ the muthtuth , saf/itaj, J am innveent of 
the blood 0 / this j'nst jicrson: see t/r to it." — Matthi-.w xxvii. d4. 

Mv* design, in <liseonrsinr>' from the-ie I erf Italy. He was the siiece-ssor of Grains 
w'ords, shall he to illu-lrde; the eliarae‘!er | in the ire)va*rnor>}iij> of Judea, and lie was 
anei eonehiet of Fontiu'^ Pilate; ami in d(»ina j nominated to that imjiortant eharge; by 
se), 1 shall, //V>/, atte-nd to the h'ailiiiL,^ fae-is Til»e*rius (Ja-sar. 

of his history in general, ami parlienlarl v a> I Ttie land of I'ale-stine, liavintr lieen re- 
recoreleei in the s,ie*re‘d narrative ; ami, then, duee*d te) the; sitnatiem of a Roman pro- 
in the second place*, e‘ndt*avour to jioint out ' viiice*, was ne-vert lieJess ge>\criieMl by a king 
those imjKirtant le-^soo'. of moral ami >piri- of its e)\vn, till a few^ yeais after tin; birth of 
tual instruction which his eliaraete'r ami , (‘lirisi, when the- “ Shihdi” ha ving “conic,” 
conduct, liS tiius exliiiiired, may suggest te; j “ tin* -cee-ptre’' eiifJ “depart, from .Jijd(-a 
our minds. *| anei thu', tin* preiphcey of aged Jacob on Ids 

1. Of the place of Filate-N birth. Ids j d«*alhhed was liiewally fulHlied. In place of 
education, ami his earlie r life-, we have nei a native; king, with soinetldmj: like; ind(;pen- 
spccitic information, either troin the; sjcr<*el elcnt peewe-r, the kingdtun was henceforth to 
writers, or from Josephu'^, or fremi any of , he ge>\(.*rne(l by a vieerov, or jiroeurator, 
the heathen histerrians, H«; vvas. no elonht, j sent frenn Rome, who, with his own privy 
a Gentile by birth, and probably a native I council, and tliat of the seventy or Sanhe- 
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drim, waf invested with the full exercise of 
civil jurisdiction in the province, subject to 
the review of the imperial dynasty of Augus- 
tui. It was about the year a. d. 20 or 27, 
that Pontius Pilate was nominated by the 
Emperor Tiberius to the procuratorship of 
Judea. His conduct in this important trust 
soon disclosed the leading features of his 
character. One of the first acts of his govern- 
ment was to provoke needlessly the rage of 
the Jews, by introducing a part of the Ro- 
man army to occupy winter quarters at 
Jerusalem ; and this was done secretly, with 
the view of gradually undermining tlic whole 
system of Jewish law, and changing the 
long venerated usages of the country. In 
addition to this, he introduced the effigies 
of Cmsar which were upon the ensigns or 
standards of the armies, into the very heart 
of the city ; and this was held by the Jews 
to be a flagrant outrage upon that law of 
the decalogue which forbids the making of 
images in connexion with the worship of 
God. The images of the Em[)eror were 
j)articularly ofiensivc to the Jews, because 
to him whom they represented, something 
very nearly a[>proaching to divine homage 
was exacted of the sulyects of the imperial 
sway. The inhabitants of Jerusalem did 
exhibit, on this occasion, a noble example 
of hert)ic steadfastness to the cause of truth 
and of God; and they submitted to the 
most cruel inflictions from the hands of 
PilaU^, rather than tamely yield to what 
they considered an unhallowed usurpation. 

The enmity of the Jews against Pilate 
was farther aggravated by his attempt to 
lay hold of the money which was usually 
levied for the service of the temple, and 
applying it to the purpose of introducing 
water into the city iroiii a distance of two 
hundred furlongs ; a procedure whose sacri- 
legious impiety could not fail to rouse into 
indignation and revenge all the patriotic 
and religious feelings of the chosen people. 
We are further told by Josejihus on this 
occasion, that Pilate was so enmgod at the 
opposition of the Jews to his measures, that 
he ordered the soldiers to attack a large 
number of them when assembled together 
in one district of the city, and to put them 
cruelly to the sword. I'his is the event to 
which our blessed Lord alludes, when he 
sneaks of certain Galileans “whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.” 
Luke xiii* 1, 2. Indeed, Pilate was beyond 
all question characterized by a reckless ob* 
itinacy, an insatiable covetousness, a mean 


servility to power, and a disposition so 
relentlessly cruel, that it led him to give 
vent to his passions by punishing alike the 
innocent and the guilty, and to put his sub- 
jects to death without so much as the sem- 
blance of a trial. Ambition and the desire 
to please the reigning Emperor, were his 
ruling motives of action ; and yet so little 
success did all his politic and ambitious 
schemes meet with, that within the space of 
three years after the death of our Saviour, 
Pilate, for his cruelty and oppression, w'as 
deposed from the governorship of Judea, 
and was banished by the Emperor Caligula 
to Vienne in Gaul, where extreme poverty 
and distress of mind soon influenced him to 
follow the examples of Judas and of Herod 
Antipas, by putting a wretched period to 
his own life. “ The sorrow of the w'orld 
worketli death.” “ The wicked is driven 
away in his wickedness.” » 

Such was the man before whom the sen- 
tence of the Jewish council, condemning the 
blessed Jesus, was brought for confirmation 
or reversal. Pilate readily took up the 
cause, and forthwith entered upon an exami- 
nation of the charge brought against Jesus 
by the council. Having heard the cause, 
and having put several questions to the 
illustrious individual who stood before him 
in the character of a pannel, he solemnly 
declares his conviction of the perfect inno- 
cence of the accused : “ 1 find no fault in 
him at all,” says he ; and rcj)eatedly pressed 
his acquittal upon the violent accusers who 
now' stood around his tribunal. What ho 
could not do by means of a simple decision, 
he attem})t9 to accomplish by a series of 
rather singular expedients. He first attempts 
to prevail on the Jews to allow him to re- 
lease Jesus by an act of mercy common at 
the great festival. When this could not be 
accomplished, he, in the next place, endea- 
vours to free himself of all his difficulties 
and perplexities, by transferring Jesus to 
the jurisdiction of Herod the viceroy of 
Galilee, to whose government he alleged 
that Jesus properly belonged. This expe- 
dient likewise failed ; for Herod, after treat- 
ing the innocent Saviour with every mark 
of indignant cruelty, sent him back to Pilate, 
'whose last expedient to settle the case was 
the most singular of all. ** I find no fault 
in him,” says he, “ I will therefore chastise 
him and let him go a most extraordinary 
practical application of the fact, that Jesus 
was perfectly innocent! By the acknow* 
lodgment of the governor himself, the prU 
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soner was free from blame ; and, therefore, 
he was to be subjected, if not to a cruel 
death, at least to an ignominous infliction of 
stripes. He actually carried his proposal 
into execution, and having delivered Jesus 
to be scourged by the Roman soldiers in 
the cruel manner then customary in the 
treatment of the basest criminals, he brought 
him forth to the people as an object of 
sympathy, in the hope that now their re- 
venge would be in some measure satiated, 
and that they would consent to the sparing 
of his life. “ Behold the man !” says he, 
and makes a vain appeal to the dormant 
feelings of an enraged multitude, whoso 
hearts were hard, and whose tender mercies 
were cruelty. This last expedient having 
failed, Pilate tamely yields to the vehemence 
of the infuriated mob; and, as the words of 
our text inform us, “ When he saw that he 
could prevail nothing, but that rather a 
tumult w'as made, he took water and washed 
his hands before the multitude, saying, I am 
innocent of the blood of this just person : 
see ye to it.” His ingenuity in devising 
expedients was at length exhausted ; and 
the only thing that now remained for him 
was the foolish and ridiculous attempt to 
screen himself from blame, and to throw the 
odium of the infamous deed entirely upon 
the people. 

The reasons why Pilate yielded at last 
to the raging passions of the multitude, 
were chiefly these tw-o : — first, the fear of 
an insurrection in Jerusalem, had not the 
blessed Jesus, though confessedly an inno- 
cent victim, been given up to the rancour 
and malignant cruelty of the scribes, and 
rulers, and people at large ; and, secotidly, 
the apprehension that, had he acquitted 
Jesus, a coinidaint would have been lodged 
against him at the imperial tribunal, and he 
must thus have been deprived of his honours 
and his place. “ If thou let tliis man go, 
thou art not Caesar’s friend. Whosoever 
maketh himself a king, speaketh against 
Cffisar.’ Poor infatuated man ! did he sup- 
pose that a little water sprinkled on the 
hands can w’ash aw’ay the heinous crime of 
violating his own conscience, and tamely 
sacrificing to self-interested views the sub- 
stantial claims of justice and of truth? 
Short-sighted, indeed, were his views of 
the matter; for three years did not elapse 
before the very thing he now dreaded was 
realized, and the cruelty which had rendered 
him infamous to all, brought upon him the 


indignation of that very Caesar whom ho 
now wished to please ; and he wns rewarded 
for all his services to the imperial dynasty 
with deposition from his government, and 
banishment for life. The punishment of a 
man’s crimes often meets him, even in this 
life, much more swiftly than an aw'akened 
and terrified conscience could have at all 
anticipated ; and the revolving pages of the 
volume of providence lay before us many 
affecting illustrations of this truth — “ Be 
sure your sins shall find you out.” 

II. Let us now attend to the practical 
improvement of the sketch now given of the 
history and character of Pontius Pilate. 

Ist. The facts of the case are strikingly 
illustrative and confirmatory of the natural 
supremacy of conscience. 

In all the works of God w'e discover a 
fitness of means for the accomjflishrnent of 
certain ends. The eye, we have no doubt, 
was designed to be the instrument of vision, 
because we see, from the admirable contriv- 
ance which its mechanism discovers in every 
individual, that it is fitted in a singularly 
wise and cflicient manner for the purpose in 
view^ The ear, we doubt not, was intended 
to be the organ of hearing ; and we derive 
our conviction of this from the w’ise adapta- 
tion of the instrument to the purposes of its 
end. So it is in the world of intellect, and 
in the moral kingdom. Each of the mental 
powers, be it [)erception, or consciousness, 
or judgment, or memory, or taste, is capable 
of producing a certain effect in regard to 
the intellectual progress and improvement 
of mankind ; and hence w e draw' the neces- 
sary inference, that the great Creator de- 
signed these faculties to be the instruments 
of mental culture. In like manner, we find, 
that man as a moral being, has a capacity 
by which he discriminates right from wrong, 
in actions and in habits, in a manner some- 
what analogous to that by which he discri- 
minates the qualities of taste in exteraal ob- 
jects ; and we feel ourselves thus warranted 
to draw the inference, that this capacity was 
designed to bo the regulator of man in all 
matters connected with obligation and duty. 
St. Paul recogrii.ses it even in the heathen, 
blinded and impure as they were, when he 
says of them, “that having not the law,” 
they nevertheless “show the works of the 
law' written in their hearts, their conscience 
hearing imtmss, and their thoughts, the 
meanwhile accusing, or else excusing one 
another.” 
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In the case of Pilate before us, wc 
havo a very striking instance of the supre- 
macy of conscience, even in a wicked man. 
Perverted by bad principles, and devoted 
to the purfioses of his own selfish and 
cruel ambition, this man was nevertheless 
unable to set aside the dictates, or to stifie 
the potent voice of conscience within him. 
iu judging of the character and conduct of 
the blessed Jesus, his appeal was still made 
to the grand distinction between right and 
wrong, in character and in action ; and 
willing as he was to do so, he could not, 
with all his sophistry, turn aside the testi- 
mony of truth, nor shut his ears to the ver- 
dict which his own conduct pronounced. 
Conscience, even in the breast of a bad man, 
takes precedence of all other powers, and 
sits enthroned. It is the voice of God 
within the human breast, appealing to the 
essential, eternal, and immutable dis- 
tinction between right and wrong, virtuous 
and vicious in action ; calling on us to recog- 
nise that distinction, and to act rigidly and 
strictly upon it. It is this, indeed, which 
above all other things marks out man’s supe* 
riority over the brute creation, and consti- 
tutes his high prerogative as the responsible 
subject of God’s holy administration. It is 
this that lies at the foundation of all civil 
and judicial authority, pervades the whole 
system of munici[)al and commercial polity, 
prescribes the rules by which magistrates 
are to be regulated in their official actings, 
and by which subjects are to be guided and 
controlled in their relative departments, as 
inemliers of one social community. Had 
this principle been left to perish amid the 
ruins of man’s moral greatness, human 
nature must have ceased to be, and the 
world w'ould have been for ever reduced to 
a chaos of mural disorder. Nothing but 
this can hold society together, or give 
strength, and beauty, and virtue to the 
•ocial tie. llevclation, so far from super- 
seding the principle of conscience, pre-siii)- 
poses it ; appeals to it throughout, and seeks 
just to declare it to that power which ap|)e- 
tite and passion have i in pained, and to the 
undUturlHHi {lossession of those privileges 
which inferior principles have combined to 
infiinge. Indeed, it the supremacy of con- 
fcience is not to be held as an unalienable 
and ultimate principle in our nature, you 
can never prove tliat infidelity is a crime, 
seeing you can never prove that man vio- 
lates any obligation, or transgresses any 


^ primary law, when he, with proud and con- 
temptuous scorn, refuses even to examine 
into the evidence, the authority, and the 
imfmrt of a revelation from God. 

2d. The malignant power of selfish and 
interested passions. 

In the breast of a bad man, conscience, 
it is true, does make its voice to be heard ; 
and we not unfrequently meet with in- 
stances in which even the very basest of 
men are compelled by that principle to do 
homage to what is pure, and dignified, and 
lovely, in characters of distinguished good- 
ness. Herod, the tetrarch of Galilee, is 
one instance of this ; for even he, exas- 
perated as he was, by the pointed reproof 
of* the harbingers of Christ, nevertheless 
“ feared John, knowing that he was a just 
man and an holy.” Pilate, in the case 
before us, presents another example of the 
same thing, for we find him not only con- 
vinced in his own mind of the innocence of 
Jesus, but overawed by the calm majesty of 
the innocent pannel at the bar, and standing 
forth as his public advocate. In all this we 
have a most valuable testimony to the excel- 
lence of the Saviour’s j)ersonal cliaracter, 
and to the truth of his claims as the mes- 
senger of God. Pilate, like Judas the 
traitor, stands forth to our view as a most 
fair and impartial witness in favour of the 
Christian cause ; and even the voice of an 
enemy is lifted up in its defence. But, alas ! 
how aftecting the })ower of selfish passions ! 
and how melancholy the picture of human 
nature as exhibited in Pilate ! Whatever 
may be his convictions of conscience, and 
his sense of the innocence of Jesus ; and 
however strong his desire to procure his 
liberation, all must give way before the 
overwhelming torrent of those |)assions and 
interests which swayed his soul, and gave 
the tone and the character to his habits! It 
is not ignorance of duty, neither is it the 
want of conscience to discrimiiiale, neither 
is it in every instance a deliberate intention 
previously fixed, that leads men aside from 
the plain paths of rectitude. It is the influ- 
ence of selfish and sinful desires — the over- 
powering control of apiietile and passion in 
the mind of an impure being — it is this that 
darkens and perverts the moral fierceptions 
of men, and drives them on, by a kind of 
irresistible impulse, to the perf>etration of 
deeds which their conscience nevertheless 
condemns, and which they have not the 
impknia boldness to vincbcate. It is the 
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“ deceitful ness of sin” which “ hardens” 
the heart ; and it is “ the god of this 
»\orId which blinds the mind of them 
which believe not and it is the Spirit of 
all grace alone who can vindicate the powers 
of man from tliis impious and degrading 
control. 

The evil of unsanctified ambition. 

We say unsanctified ambition, because 
there is an ambition that partakes of a 
holy or sanctified ambition — the ambition, 
if you will permit me the use of such a 
term, for such a connexion of excellence 
in general, and of excellence, particularly 
in that department which we may have 
chosen to ourselves — the ambition to rise 
high in the estimation of our own con- 
sciences, of God, and of all good men — the 
ambition to be really useful in the world as 
the humble but efficient benefactors of the 
temponil and spiritual interests of mankind. 
How affecting the contrast between an am- 
biiion like this, if •ambition it can be called, 
and that which reigned supreme in the 
l)reast of Pontius Pilate. His grand aim 
was to stand well with those to whom he 
owed his elevation to the governorship of 
Judea, and whom he still courted in the 
hope of farther honours. Conscience would 
no doubt tell him that he had been guilty 
of many acts of inaladniinistration, and that i 
in all probability an official report of these, 
laid befoiethe higher powers, might at once 
ljurl him from his ill-acquired eminence, and 
subject him to condign punishment. He 
knew also that the death of Jesus was keen- 
ly desired by the priests, by the Sanhedrim, 
and by the great voice of the grievously 
misled public. And in order to gratify this 
desire, and to please Cicsar, and to show 
that he was zealous of the royal prerogative, 
and alive to every thing which might en- 
danger it in the esteem of the people, he 
meanly sacrifices his conscience to his am- 
bition, and madly barters away his soul for 
that which, notwithstanding, eluded his 
grasp, and left him to all the borrors of 
shipwreck on the enchanted land of hope. 

4th. The necessity and the duty of a strict 
adherence to the plain dictates of truth and 
rectitude in every situation. 

The case of Pilate suggests strongly the 
necessity and duty of a strict adherence to 
rectitude in those who are called to occupy 
public stations, as senators, or as judges, or 
as rulers in the land. Had Pilate been fn* 
fluenced by the love of rectitude, and the 


tnie ambition to render his government 
eqnitous and benign, he would have eagerly 
embraced the opportunity of vindicating 
injured innocence ; of rescuiug it from the 
ruthless grasp of unprincipled fury ; and of 
appealing, in the tone of firm and manly 
remonstrance, to the peerless claims of jus- 
tice and of truth. So far from this, he tampers 
with both ; he enters into a parley with 
their sworn foes ; and, after a very feeble 
resistance, he surrenders at discretion. Ex- 
pediency was the w^atchword ; and crooked 
policy led him to give, in exchange for a 
short-lived popular applause, the peace of 
his own blood-stained conscience, and the 
life of the innocent and holy Jesus ! 

5th. The folly of those schemes which 
men devise as covers for their sins. “ He 
that covereth his sins shall not prosper.” 

Pilate, throughout his whole conduct, 
acts on a system of false morality, and 
manifests clearly, and in the most appalling 
colours, the deceitfulness of sin. He is 
convinced, beyond all doubt, of the inno- 
cence of Jesus ; and, in order to save his 
life, he proposes to subject him, though in- 
nocent, to an ignominious and painful pu- 
nishment. He farther ofters to release 
him, on two conditions equally improper, 
namely, that the innocent Jesus should be 
ranked among guilty criminals, in order 
that he might gain the benefit of the act of 
grace ; and that the consent of the Jew's 
must be gained before the act of mercy 
should be passctl in his ffivour — a thing 
which he must have known it was impossi- 
ble to obtain. When these expedients 
failed, he at length yields to the popular 
clamour, and delivers Jesus to he crucified, 
while, with matchless efi’rontery, he declares 
his innocence of the crime of shedding ** in- 
nocent blood,” and washes his hands in 
token of that innocence I What awful in- 
fatuation ! What Jesuitical chicanery ! 
What an appalling and degrading instance 
of hy]>ocrisy and self-deceit ! It reminds 
us of the conduct ordinarily pursued by the 
judges in the Court of Inquisition in Spain, 
w'hen they deliver over their hapless victims 
to the civil powers, with a solemn and seri- 
ous admonition that they will be pleased to 
treat them with gentleness; while they 
know full well that their giving over the 
victim is just equivalent to the passing of a 
sentence of condemnation ; that the civil 
ma^strate is only the executioner of their 
hellish decrees ; and that the 
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recommeiiided is neither more nor less than 
a committal to the flames ! Pilate attempts 
to draw a distinction between passing a 
and the giving effect to a sentence 
which he had it in bis power to prevent ; 
wot perceiving that it was just as criminal 
to confirm and carry the decision of the 
council, as it would have been to pass the 
same decision by his own direct authority. 
He promulgated the deed, and this fixes 
the stigma upon him with a clearness of 
lineament which all his subterfuges will 
never eftace. 

6th. Lastly ; the history and character of 
Pontius Pilate teaches the wisdom of God, 
in overruling the passions of men to the 
advancement of his own holy and benevo- 
lent designs. “ He maketh the wrath of 
man to praise him.” It was the determinate 
counsel “ of God, that Jesus should die for 
the salvation of a ruined world; that his 
blood should be shed as an oblation to vin- 
dicate divine justice, and to satisfy the de- 
mands of law ; and that his dentk should 
be the life of the world.” In order to the 
accomplishment of this great and gracious 
design of God, instruments every way qua- 
lifted for the purpose of bringing it about 
were put and kept in re(|uisition. The 
Jews, moved with envy and with malice, | 
and still acting most freely according to I 
their own inclinations, delivered up Jesus 


to be crucified ; and Pilate, acting likewise 
with the most perfect freedom, enters into 
their views, and ratifies tlie sentence which 
they had already passed by anticipation. 
Had it so happened that the governor ot 
Judea was a man of firmness of nerve, as 
well as integrity of principle, his refusal to 
ratify the sentence might have interposed a 
very serious obstacle in the way of its exe- 
cution ; while, on the other hand, had 
Pilate yielded all at once to the wishes of 
the people, the world and the church w'ould 
have been deprived of that decisive attesta- 
tion to the innocence of Jesus, and the 
truth of his claims, which the conduct of 
Pilate, as exhibited in the sacred page, has 
unequivocally furnished. We see in all 
this the consummate wisdom of God, in 
accomplishing his own wise and holy pur- 
poses in a way most agreeable to his ow n 
character, and by means of instruments 
either originally fitted or rendered fit by a 
combination of circumstances, for the end 
in view. Men of the most opposite and 
inconsistent qualities are kept together oil 
the stage of the world ancl of time, and, 
after acting their part in the great drama 
of things, are removed to make way for 
their successors. “ O the depth or the 
riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, undhisw'ayspast finding out.” Amen. 
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* Whom we preachy warning every many and teaching every man in all wisdom ; that 

we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus** — Col. i. 28. 


The apostolic commission embraces a 
widely extended field of usefulness. It 
directs that its ministers should “go into all 
the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” It was by this principle that 
St. Paul was guided, in his publication of 
tbe blessed truths of the Gospel. All men, 
without any exception of name or nation, 
were the objects of his solicitude, and the 
subjects of his deepest anxiety. He under* * 
stood the extent ot his commission, and the 
obligation he was under to preach to all, 
whether they would hear, or whether they 
would forbear. It was his duty to plant the 
good seed of the Word in the great field of 
the world ; but it belonged to God alone to 
water that seed with the dew of his holy 
Spirit, and to make it productive of an abun- 
dant crop. The Lord alone knew to whom 
he would make it effectual ; but as St. Paul 
was ignorant of the objects of his choice, he 
therefore preached the Word of Life to all, 
and left the issue, following it however with 
prayer, in the hands of his divine Master. 
He preached to every man within his reach, 
that by all means he might be made the 
happy instrument of saving some, and that 
he might be blessed with the lofty privilege 
of being permitted to rejoice that he had 
not run or laboured in vain. Few, indeed, 
comparatively speaking, of the mighty mass 
to whom he preached, had had their hearts 
opened to receive his testimony. But the 
number was sufiiciently large to afford a 
ground of rejoicing, and served to encourage 
him to declare to every man the glad tidings 
of CTeat joy. As St. Paul saw the benefit 
of tl] lis general and unrestricted application 
of the Word of God, be also was fullv 
VoL. V.— No. 165. 


aware of ^e benefit of making it personally 
applicable to each individual. He, there- 
fore, taught them not only publicly, but 
from house to house. Thus bringjig the 
Word of Life within the reach of ml, he 
delivered his own soul, was free from the 
blood of all men; and had just reason to 
hope that the more general his preaching, 
the greater would be the number of seals to 
the ministry with which he had been put in 
trust. He was also fully aware that the 
greater would be the glory which would 
redound to the beloved Saviour whose 
word he preached, and whose invitations of 
love and mercy w ere thus so widely scattered 
abroad, and made known to every man to 
whom he delivered his testimony. TTIaving 
on the last Sabbath,* in illustration of the 
first part of this text, directed your atten- 
tion to the subjec t of the Apostle’s preachy 
mg^jT^urpose, witK God*8We88Tng, to ihake 

le manner and end of his^reaching the 
subject of this aftenxHw’s discourse. 

The manner in which he acted in the 
execution of this duty, is worthy of parti- 
cular attention. He warned every man of 
his danger, and instructed every man in all 
wisdom. ;; 

The danger to> w'bich man is exposed as 
a sinner, is sufficient to awaken the deepest 
anxiety in the hearts of those that are aware 
of his situation. To the minister of God it 
must be, and always is, a subject of painful 
thought, that so many of those amongst 
whom he ministers are still so plainly in the 
gall of bitterness and bonds of iniquity. 
Realizing, as he does, the awful realities of 

• See Vol. III. p. 307. 
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a future state of retribution, and marking 
the path oCItetrs as they^ove^os step by 
step to theit^own place, lie oauaot bat feel 
fearfully heartnstruck at the apathy which 
covers them as a garment, and the coldnesr 
with which they look upon the things of an 
eternal and unseen world. There are none 
more blind to their real danger than the 
subjects of it; the light shines clearly around 
them, but th^ are in a state of impenetrable 
darkness. Tell such that they are treading 
in the path that leads to hell, and they will 
accuse you of uncharit^leness or oi 1 thu> 
siasm, and reject your advice with derision 
and contempt. As well might a man who 
was about to step ignorantly from the brink 
of a precipice into irremediable destruction, 
accuse the individual who stopped him on 
the way, of uncharitableness and enthu- 
siasm: as well might he rejeot the kind 
advice of his anxious friend, and push on 
without considert^on and reflection, as that 
th^ 4 g|iHKr «lKHdd reject the warning voice 
ofi cnua who is well aware of his danger, 
0*#! he himself is ignorant of it. 

But yet eaperieuoo, no less than the Word 
ef iGod, testifies that this is too often the 
condition of the sinner, and that 
feWiiBOBed^^ave the exoeptions to this gene- 
rad deserip^onv St. Paul knew this to be 
the etate of those whom he addressed, and 
thevefisre I)oldly and laithiblly warned them 
of their imimnent danger. He fully ex- 
plaixied to them the ovU nature of sin, and 
testified that the “ wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men.” He warned them 
that they were all by nature the children of 
wroth, and, therefore, that it became them to 
flee to the aric of God for safety. And who 
can dare to say that there was either enthu- 
aHUHU or unoharitableness in this conduct. 

my brethren, he was a watchman that 
knmdiUiieeponiibility, as well as the value 
of the aooli and, consequently, warned the 
tlHCl)iie mi^t be led to turn from 
hki wtettBedneia and save his life; and that 
he himself might possess the happy assur- 
smee^that he bad oelivered bis own soul. 

Blithe spoke not only to the sinner in a 
voice of waming, but also to the true be- 
l^ver. Who could better express than St. 
Paul, the danger to which the believer is 
exposed, both from inward and outward 
foM ? If sin be beaten from one comer of 
the heart, it will betake itself to another : if 
it appear to hide its evil head at the ap- 
proa^ of danger, it will push it forth again 
when the danger is removed. It entwines its 
•ecret influence around the new-born lieart, 
«ud endciiYOuii at opportunity to 


regain the ground it has lost, and to bring 
ft again into captivity to ihi i^dxlflsrelfing 
power. Against such an enemy^ Is^eces- 
sary that the true believer be strongly 
armed. It b an enemy within the citadel, 
and, therefore, continually at hand to take 
advantage of every unguarded act, and un- 
watchfuT moment. Surely, then, St. Paul 
would have been wanting in his instructions, 
if he had not warned his disciples of their 
danger. He, therefore, exhorted Timothy 
to flee such things as were likely to give 
advantage to this evil, and to follow Sftex 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness. 

There are also the dangers which arise 
from the snares and temptations of an evil 
world — a world lying in sin, whose princi- 
ples, and motives, and actions, are in direct 
opposition to the well-being of the believer, 
and to his enjoyment of spiritual blessings. 
Of the believer, St. Paul says, “ that he has 
not received the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God and that instead 
or following the spirit of the former, that it 
is his duty to follow the dictates of the 
latter, and to live soberly, righteously and 
godly in this present world ; and gives us 
an awful warning of the dang^ that arises 
from this source in the conduct of Demas^ 
who, having loved this present world, forsook 
him and departed nnto Thessalonica. Con- 
formity to the world is, in fact, totally at 
variance with a strict conformity to the rules 
and principles of the religion ofthe meek and 
lowly Jesus. The one is pure, the other is 
impure; the one at enmity with God, the 
other the means by which this enmity is 
removed. It is, consequently, as impossible 
that the believer can agree with both of 
these, as that a piece of iron which is at^ouu 
time in fire, and at another time in water, 
can at all times possess the same degree of 
tenmerature. 

The power which both sin and the world 
still possess over the heart of the believer, 
^ives Satan, the arch enemy of our souls, an 
immense advantage, and strengthens bis 
ability to tempt to eviU He is constantly 
on the watch for om destruction, and is too 
well practised an enemy to lose sight of 
such useful emissaries in his contest wtthni. 
St. Paul was too well aware of his ability 
in this respect, and of hb evil madunations, 
not to guard against them. In Ids instruc- 
tion to the Corinthians, as to the conduct 
which they should pursue towards the pro- 
fessing Christian who had sinned, but now 
had become penitent, he directs that they 
should forgive him, and that he bionself 
j would unite in this aligning ae 
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UU nstfOB lest Satan should get an advan- 
tage, for he says we are not ignorant of his 
derkies. In . his epistle to the Ephesians, vi. 
11, be shows hb dread of this enemy, by 
directing his readers to put on the whole 
armour of God, that they may be able to 
stand against the wiles of Satan ; and then 
adds that beautiful description of the whole 
armour of God, which it is only necessary 
for us to put on and use, and we shall be 
“more than conquerors through him that 
loved us.” 

Besides warning them of their danger, he 
also instructed them in sdl wisdom, in the 
things pertaining to eternal life. There is 
no subject of which we are so completely 
ignorant in our natural and unrenewed con- 
dition, as that of religdon. The false opinions 
and erroneous views which some even of 
professing Chrisdans attach themselves to, 
evidently prove the truth of tliis assertion. 
The world by its wisdom never could have 
arrived at the knowledge of the true God, 
or discover its obligations to serve him, 
much less the manner in whieh this duty is 
to be fulfilled. Men could only know' them- 
eelves to be sinners by the information they 
derived from the law of nature ; ** their con- 
sciences also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts the meanwhile accusing, or eke 
excusing one another." But it oould afibrd 
them no clue to a way of pardon for their 
sins, and admission to the favour of their 
offended Grod. The instruction of the Apos- 
tle removed these difficulties, and opened 
to them a mine of knowledge from which 
they might be enriched with all wisdom, 
be ^oroughly furnished unto all good 
works. He Iwought before them that w is- 
dom w hich cometh down from above, and laid 
open to them the wisdom of God in a mys- 
tery, even the hidden wisdom whieh God 
ordained before the world unto their glory. 
But clearly and brightly as the light of 
revelation now shines among us, it is to the 
true believer alone that the doctrines of sal- 
vation appear wisdom. They are foolish- 
ness to those whose spiritual perception is 
blinded by the god ana prince of this world, 
however dearly they may behold, by the 
oye of the natum man, the system cUvine 
truths which have been revealed. The 
same gracious spirit that revealed these 
trudksnl the first, must now remove the veil 
which ovenhadc^rs our souls, and bestow* 
upon us a spmtual perception, before we can 
practicaUy esteem them as true and hea- 
venly wisdom. 

Having thus illustrated the subject and 
manner of die Apostle’s preaching, it now 
remains for os to coawkler, I 


The end of his preaching. 

The ultimate end which the Apostle Ittd 
in ^ew was, that he might present eveTy 
man perfect in Christ Jesus. He desired no 
greater reward for his labour, than that he 
might present them blameless at the day of 
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. To 
forward this groat and good object, he was 
unwearied in his exertions, and undismayed 
in his career, even though he had to contend 
against the prejudices and ingratitude of 
some, and the enmity and persecuting ^irit 
of others. Difficulties arose as he pressed 
forward, both from friends and foes. He 
yidded not, however, to either, but held on 
in one umform course of action, and man- 
fully contended, under the banner of Christ, 
against all the opposition he experienced. 
Had he not been supported by some better 
principle than mere worldly motives, he 
could not have thus withstood such united 
and severe trials. But the contest in which 
he was engaged, was the contest of God ; 
and the object of his contention <the glo^ of 
the Lord, as well as the best interests of his 
fellow'-creatures. He sought to present the 
objects of his care and solicitude perfect in 
Christ Jesus, that th^ might at the last dfty 
“ receive the end of their fiurth, even the 
salvation of their souk." The p^eetion of 
which he here speaks^ is not that of perfect 
freedom from sin in tMs life, which k never 
arrived at ; but means that completeness in 
Christ Jesus, by which the perfect salvation 
of soul and body shall , be obtained at the 
great and final day of judgment. It is the 
being clothed with the justifying robes of 
Christ’s righteousness, and the being sancti- 
fied by his Holy Spirit. It is the being in 
Christ by a living faith, which removes the 
guilt of sin and destroys its power. It is 
the having our names written in the Boek 
of Life, and our sins blotted out of the book 
of God’s remembranee. It is, in fine, tiiai 
union with Christ spoken of in Scripture, by 
which we are looked upon by God as perfd^ 
and entire, wantingnothing. St. hettjifs 

desire was, that bis people nughtiijttftmtO tl^ 
perfection, so as that there nffn^kenow no 
condemnation to them, and t&i^ 

hereafter enjoy the favour Of^OodiBBd ever- 
lasting life. He preached the doctrine of 
salvation, that they might be perfect in 
knowledge ; he warned Siem of the evil of 
sm, and led them to the only hope of the 
sinner, that they might endeavour perfectly 
to avoid the one, and to embrace the other. 
He taught them to esteem the true wisdom 
that was revealed in Chrk^ and to seek for 
the spirit of wisdom within themselves, that 
they might be peifi^t in faith and hotinns. 
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§0 that when they appeared in the presence 
of God, he might not behold spot or blemish 
upon them. He sought to present them 
perfect in the sight of God in glorv, re- 
deemed from sin, and purified from all ini- 
Onity, objects worthy of the Lord’s highest 
feTOur and richest blessings, meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the ssunts in light. 
So long as he could succeed in directing 
their attention to the cross of the Redeemer, 
and in leading them to an implicit reliance 
upon his m^iation, he knew that they 
were attsdning to that which could alone 
render them {^ecUy acceptable in the sight 
of God, and that he himself was obtaining 
the end of his ministry. He was not igno- 
rant of the deceitfulness of tlie heart of man, 
and therefore anxiously watched over his 
sons in the gospel of Christ, lest they should 
be by any means turned from the course in 
which he directed them to press forward 
towards the prize of their high calling in 
Christ Jesus. And what more glorious 
object could he desire, than that the souls 
rescued by his instrumentality from the 
power of Satan should ^ow up together 
with himself as a holy pnesthood unto the 
Lord ? What could he wish more, than so 
to present himself and the spiritual children 
which God had given him, that he might 
be prepared to sit down with them in the 
mansions which the Lord Jesus had gone 
before to provide for them in his eternal 
kingdom or rest and glory? With what joy 
womd he look upon those who had been 
before the objects of his anxious care and 
attention, as now beyond the reach of all 
anxiety, and sharing with him the full andf 
unveiled happiness of heaven ! With them 
he had weathered the storm, had sharedihe 
hardships of the voyage, had passed over 
the troubled ocean of this life, and with 
them had entered into the haven of pro- 
mised rest. Surely the dangers and hard- 
ships, the trials and sufferings of the voyage, 
would now be more than rewarded by their 
safe and biq^py arrival in that country, 
where the wicked cease from troubling, 
and the weary are at rest*' If St Paul 
at such a time could remember the trials and 
sttffbringt which he endured whilst engaged 
in the work ^ the nunistry, it would be only 
to express his joy and thanksgiving, as he 
did when on eaith, that the Lord counted 
. him worthy to suffer in so good a cause, and 
that he is now permitted to share in that 
promise of God^’* that those that were 
wise should shine as the brightness of the 
firmament, and those that turned many to 
righteousness % the stars for ever and 
ever.** • 


In conclusion, I would apply the subjects 
now discussed. 

/ Pear brethre^what are the feelings pro- 
duced within your minds when the Apostle’s 
manner of preachings is ^plied to you? 
When the truth as it is in Jesus is declared 
plainly and faithfully, do you rejoice in this 
plainness, and apply to yourselves this faith- 
fulness ? Do you make it the decided end 
of your hearing not to cavil at the manner 
in which the truths are declared, but to pro- 
fit by those truths, and follow out in your 
lives and experience the information you 
thereby acquire ? The minister who fol- 
lows the example of St. Paul must warn 
you of your danger. Beware of slighting 
this warning, lest you be found like to those 
who, under the preaching of Noah, went 
on, in opposition to his instruction, in sin 
and indifference, and were compelled to feel 
the truth of his warning in the destruction 
which overtook them. I would beseech 
you, as you value your immortal souls, to 
pause before you refuse the warning I now 
give you. It may be the last time 1 shall 
be privileged to give, or you to hear this 
warning of your danger. Defer not its con- 
sideration to what you call a more conveni- 
ent season ; for the present is the accepted 
time ; now is the day of salvation and 
ou know not what changes a day may 
ring forth. I would encourage you at this 
moment, sinners, as you are, to **come boldly 
to the throne of grace," that you may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need. Be not discouraged under the im- 
pression that you have so long continued 
uninfluenced by the word of warning, but 
ask of Him who has promised it, to take 
away the heart of stone, and to give you a 
heart of flesh; and if you persevere and 
faint not, you shall in due time receive from 
him an encouraging assurance of his love 
and favour. 

And to you,imy dear brethren,)who have 
already been brought under the power of the 
gospel of Christ, the warning also reaches, 
not that you might be discouraged, but that 
you might be kept watchful against your 
enemies, and de|)endent upon that God 
who, as he has b^^ the good work within 
you, must himself continue to carry it on 
unto perfection. Let no success persuade 
you that your enemies are completely 
worsted ; for, be assured, they are as watch- 
ful for your halting, as if you had never 
quenched a dart they had turned against 
you. They are represented as watchful 
enemies, and you are consequently com- 
manded, as the only means of defence, to 
watch and pray, that you enter not into 
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leoptetioa. Let the wnnaag of the A(>os> 
iAdf tbco, be wiUi you continually, tliat you 
may finith your course with joy, and at last 
be- found in Christ perfect entire, want- 
ing nothing. 

Again, consider the end of the Apostle's 
preaching, and ask yourselires. Has that end 
been accomplished in you? He desired to 
present every man pcrfetit in , Christ Jesus. 
If the command were now to come forth 
from the throne of the most High God, 
“ This night thy soul is required of thee,” 
wliat, I would ask, is the condition in w'hich 
it would find you ? Could you lay your 
hands upon your hearts, as you stood before 
the judgment-seat of Heaven, and say, that 
it found you perfect in Christ Jesus, oreven 
that you sought, earnestly sought for that 
perfection in the use of appointed means. 
Thrice blessed is tlie soul that possesses this 
happyconfidenee ; happy, thrice happy shall 
it be when admitted into its eternal rest, and 


5S 

the con^lcte frwitiem of those hieoH- 
ceivable blessir^ which are now seen by 
the eye of faith as ^rou^ a glass darkly. 
But wretched, deplorably wretched, must 
be the feelings of that soul which is hurried 
into the presence of its Maker, under the 
self-condemning impression that it neither 
possesses the perfection of the saints, or 
sought to possess it when time and op- 
portunity permitted, l^rneatly would I 
pray that eadi of you<^hom I now md- 
dres^) might bo found perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing, at the great day of the 
cqg^g^of t he Lord Jesus ChnsU ,wd 
tfcStl wwlglfatbe permitted to ppeBsfrybS' 
t o g o l ho s ■wi t h w iy se if as “ vessels meet for 
the Master's use,'* and prepared to enjoy 
** the crowns of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give at that 
day unto all that love his appearing.” 
May God for Christ's sake grant tms. 
Amen. 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCARNATION; 

A DISCOURSJ^, 

Bvtho Rev. GRAHAM MITCHELL. A.M.. 

Minister of Wbitbum. 


He is hofyt harmless^ und^ledt and separate from He*, vii. 26. 


While the sacred writers inform us tliat 
“Jesus Christ the Righteous” came into 
the world to save sinners, and to take upon 
him our infirmities, they are most careful to 
tell us that he himself was without sin. “ If 
ye know,” says his beloved disciple, that 
He is righteous, ye know that everyone that 
doeth righteousness is bom of Him. Little 
children, let no man deceive you ; he that 
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He 
is righteous. He that committeth sin is of 
the devil; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose, the Son of God 
was manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil.” And to the same 
effect we are also told that He was mani- 
fested to take away our sins, and in Him is 
no sin. Is Christ, then, the minister of sin? 
God forbid, Among the many heretical 
and speculative opinions at present afloat, 
none can be more unscriptural and danger- 
ous than those which have recently been 
broached respecting our Lord's humanity. 
To ascribe to that exalted and pure nature 
the smallest degree of imperfection or sin, 
saps the foundations of revelation, and our 
consequent security and hopes, that “ God 
is just, and yet the justifier of the ungodly 
who come to believe in Jesus.” But the 


view of the subject which we now submit 
for consideration is, that the second Adam 
behoved to be sinless, that he might stand 
unsubdued, and do away the evils of the 
first departure of our race from innocence 
and peace. 

Ever since order and beauty arose out of 
chaos, only two who might properly be 
termed perfect beings, have appeared in our 
world. They were both the Representa- 
tives, though not equally successful, of a 
multitude which no man can number, of 
every nation, and people, and language^ 
and tongue. The first Adam was of the 
earth, earthy. The other the Lord from 
heaven, produced not out of nothii^, or of 
the dust, hut conceived in a lupiefftatural 
and miraculous manner by the d&eet power 
and overshadovi’ing of the Holy Ghost. 
A question now presents Hself to our wiew, 
whether from the nature of each of these spon- 
sors they were placed in a situation equally 
perilous ; or whether we are to understand 
that the one, from his very nature, was 
exposed to greater danger by his trial 
than the other? The solution of this point, 
it must be allowed, involvcp^ consequences 
the most momentous. Undoubtedly the first 
Adam, formed after the divine image ia 
£ 2 
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laiowMp Aiul in righteousneM, was perfect 
la tbe laaiit both as to soul and body. 
He therefore, in most auspicious cir* 
C^nietaiiM, in order that he might remain 
steadfast in his state of probation and inno- 
cence as our Covenant Head. He was also 
at once brought into a condition of full ma- 
turity; whereas it was otherwise with him 
who was the Lord from Heaven, when he 
became a man. rniat in every point he 
might be like us, with the exception of sin, 
he was bom a babCj underwent all the weak- 
nesses peculiar to our infantine years, and 
passed m progression through the very stei» 
that we do from youth to manhood. His 
human understanaing increased with his 
years. As man, his wisdom and knowledge 
could not be infinite or incapable of increase. 
Hence w'e are informed by the evangelist 
Luke, what was foretold by a prophetic 
voice,* that the child “ ^ew and w'axed 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom and 
also that he “ increased in wisdom and sta- 
ture, and in favour with God and man.” | 
Luke ii. 40, 52. 

Now, he behoved to be thus like us in 
advancing to maturity ; yet his whole 
thoughts, sayings, and doings, through all 
the progression to which he submitted, were 
in entire conformity to the divine will and 
commands. It is not, however, for creatures 
so limited in faculties as w’e are, to specu- 
late as to the manner in which the indwell- 
ing Deity Imparted wisdom and holiness to | 
the unblemislied human nature, especially 
since a writer under the influence oi inspir- 
ation tells us, in reference to this truth of 
God manifested in human flesh, that it is a 
great mystery.” Still it is satisfactory for 
us to know, that, from the very first forma- 
tion of his humanity, he was pure, being 
conceived of the Holy Ghost, and born of 
the Virgin Mary; and that it was the 
divine Logos, the Word, that was made 
flesh, whi^ could not possibly have come 
in contact with imperfection and impurity. 
In consequence of this, vastly different has 
been the result in reference to us as united 
to our heavenly Representative and great 
High Priest. By means of the first Adam, 
there is conveyed to all of us, as his pos- 
terity, a corrupt and sinful principle. 
Throii^h the second Adam there is com- 
municated to us, who are his genuine dis- 
ciples, a principle of sanctification and holi- 


ness in the whole man. Is it reaaonabfe to 
suppose that this could have been the case, 
if our divine Redeemer bad not been pos* 
sessed of holiness in his human nature ; but 
had, on the contrary, been cootamiaated 
like those lost creatures, whom he came to 
seek and to save ? By an ambassador from 
the heavenly mansions, it was announced 
that the nature of the new-born King of tho 
Jews was hol^. What, then, though the 
first Adam might have an advant€ige by 
being made at once in the full maturity of 
all 1^ faculties? Chrisfs sinless powers, 
under the immediate and inseparable agency 
of Godhead, were gradually developed ; for 
the union of the two natures in Christ sub- 
sisted together without confusion, being the 
only and well-beloved Son of God, before 
all worlds, and from all eternity. These 
two natures acted in unison, the humanity 
always under the entire will of Deity ; for 
Christ did not his ow'n w'ill, but the will of 
Him that sent him. Such was the harmony 
between them, that Christ said, while on 
earth, that the Son of Man is in heaven. 
And how could this be, but by a personal 
union of the two natures of deity and hu- 
manity? Of course, his body, when he 
spoke the remarkable words just quoted, 
was then on earth, limited to the particular 
spot it occupied. The divine nature belong- 
ing to him alone was in heaven, to which his 
humanitv was mysteriously linked ; for, 
though \i}a human powers were gradually 
unfolded, we have unquestionable authority 
to say, that in Him dwelt all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily ; that he and his Father 
are one ; that the Word was God, which 
men were permitted to behold ; and that 
while no man has seen God atanv time, the 
only begotten of the Father hath declared 
him. From these statements, then, it ap- 
pears, that much of the heresy upon the 
doctrine of our Lord’s humanity arises from 
considering our Holy Redeemer abstractly, 
and in endeavouring to separate in theory 
what cannot be separated in reality, without 
biding from human view the perfectness of 
each grace, and the symmetrv of the whole 
of his adorable character, and rendering our 
spotless Saviour altogether a different per- 
son from him who possessed what no other 
being ever did, two distinct natures in one 
person, without any alloy or any confusion, 
so as to constitute him truly God-man.f 


* Isaiah. 

• I saw him ere the universe began, 

When space was worldless, luminously fiir.l 
With emanations of vast Deity ; 

I saw him when immensity his voice 
Obeyed, and nothing started into worlds. 

Montgomerv’s Poem, entitled 
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Had the Lord our ri^hteousnees been 
man,* of a sinful nature, that he must have 
I^ved for us an unsuccessful Representa- 
tive is but too evident, 'when we reflect that 
the trial of Christ Jesus was of a severer 
nature than that endured by Adam; for 
whilst our first progenitor had merely one 
object placed before his eyes as a trial of 
ol^ience, and yet fell from the holy and 
happy state wherein he was first created, 
the Man of sorrows hud a continued inde- 
scribable conflict of sufferings, from the 
manger to his crowning act of obedience in 
Gethsemane and on the cross. If sin had 
been interwoven in his nature, it would 
have manifested something of its existence ; 
and surely in his interesting history, there 
were not wanting occasions awfully trying, 
when betrayed by a follower, deserted by 
friends, assailed by the pow’ers of wickea- 
ness, and suffering an eclipse by the hidings 
of his Father’s countenance in the hour and 
power of darkness. Had this holy and ori- 
ginal character possessed a nature stained 
w'ith sin, O ! how comes it that the last Adam 
stood while the first irrecoverably fell ? that 
the one brought to us condemnation, the 
otAer release ? the one death, but the other 
life ? It was for no other reason than that 
he who was “ anointed with the Holy Ghost 
and with powers’ was placed by a union of 
two natures in one person in the most ad- 
vantageous position, to stand as the Mes- 
senger of the Covenant to do the divine will 


and finish his work. It was because^he wif 
“holy, harmless, undefiled, and separata 
from sinners that as by ** the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all to condemna- 
tion ; so by the righteousness of one, judg- 
ment might come upon all * to justification.’ ” 
And if to attain this great end He was sanc- 
tified above measure, strengthened and con- 
tinually sustained by an inseparable union 
between the divine and human natures, could 
He, we ask, have possibly failed in one single 
point, in securing the object of his incon- 
ceivably benevolent undertaking ? Surely 
the union of divinity must have impressed 
the highest value on the sacrifice of his peiv 
feet humanity, by which alone we can under- 
stand how it is said that the cliurch has been 
purchased with God*s own blood’^sm ex- 
pression according exactly with announce^ 
ments in the divine record of a similar 
nature, especially where it is said, “ that the 
Word was made flesh and dw'elt among 
men ; that it was God that was manifested 
in the flesh, even God over all, blessed for 
evermore.’* What was there to prevent our 
holy Surety taking upon him human naturef 
without any of the pollution by which human 
nature had become so foully degraded? In<^ 
deed, though we had not been able to con- 
ceive how' he could, the w'arrant we have 
fi'om Scripture for believing it, ought surely 
to be considered enough, since we are aa- 
sured, that Christ “ was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, and declared 


* Nestorius, Archbishop of Constantinople, about the year 428, indulging that pride of cor- 
rupt reason which produces heresy, and lies,” says Bishop Jolly, ** at the root of every sin, because 
he could not comprehend how the divine and human nature could be united so as to make one 
only person in Christ, as neither can any one explain the uniws ei his own soul and body «o as 
to m^e one person in man, maintained, that the two natures make two persons— the one divim^ 
and the other human, and that there was personal, inseparable union between them, the divinity 
only influencing the humanity ; by this opinion overthrowing the saving doctrine of our redemp- 
tion by the blood of God incarnate. In opposition to tids dangerous heresy, which tended to 
subvert the whole mystery of man's redemption, and shake the Arm foundation of our hopes, the 
Sd General Council, assembled at Ephesus in the year 431, declared the doctrine of the Church, 
as contained in Scripture, ta be (as is expressed in that part of the Atbanasian creed, which is 
opposed to Nestorianism), that oui* incarnate Lord, although he be God and man, is not two but 
one Christ, one not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. For as the reasonable 
soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ who suffered for our redemption. And 
as be was God while he hung upon the cross, so be was God while be lay in the vromb of the 
blessed virgin, and was born of her.” — Dr. M^Crie, In his History of the Reformation in Spain, 
merely adverts to the spread of Nestorianism, p. 8, and in p. 82, shows, that by means of the lana- 
tlcs who propagated that and similar tenets, ** the progress of the human mind in knowledge 
and civilization, which had commenced so auspiciously, was arrested and thrown Imck fw ages.” 

f Had the character of Christ been a fiction of the sacred writers, a ermture of their own 
fancy, they would have debased his divinity by attributing to him the passions and culpable 
'nreaknesses of mortals, or they would have e^ted his human nature too high by mijintie 
and overpowering displays of his divinity ; but there is this singularity in his character as 
drawn by the Kvangelists, that while he is elevated above all men by the uniform dignity of 
his behaviour, the wisdom of his discourses, and his miracles, which showed that all nature 
was obedient to his will, he is at the same time exhibited as subject to the sinless infliNnities 
of our nature, and influenced by its innocent passions. Such a cbaract^ commands at once 
our reverence and our love, our homage and our confidence, and is Mti^ to the idea 

of a person who unites to himself two natures so different as the divine human — 

Dick s S*$ay on Inspiration* 

SALAR JUNG LlBRARf 
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io^ he,^ 8m of God wUli pwor according 
to tbe Mfit ii(^iAes8. By reason of 
) and Christ is held forth as a Lamb* * * § 
a^oiit blemish and without spot.’* The 
lamb was ^ required to be free from 
» and for this reason was set apart 
■Ibjur days before it was offered, that it might 
'be fblly examined, and proved 6t for its 
^bttined use, £xod. xii. 3 ; and well did it 
ffiepresent the Lamb slain from the founda- 
tion of the^w'orld, whieh his harbinger de- 
c^bred taketh away the sin of the world. 
Hence his name ** is as the ointment 
fonred ibrth; lor he is as toe refiner's fire, 
toe fullets soap, and the purifier of silver,” 
he is “ toe Righteous Branch,’* “ toe Good 
Shepherd that giveth his life for his sheep,” 
“ God’s Righteous Servant who shall jus- 
tify many,” ** Immaniml God wdth us, toe 
Son of the Highest in whom he is well 
pleased so that whilst sdl that is now' 
visible in the material universe shall finally 
disappear, or be changed into other forms, 
** His salvation shall endure for ever, and 
His righteousness shall not bo abolished.” 
We tee, then, that though the second Adam 
was made man, still he was a sinless man ; 
toat he was toe surety of sinners, and he 
Tequired to be not himself personally a par- 
taker of sin. He only suffered the punish- 
ment due to us for sin. How oRen ^s one 
man, as surety for another, become exposed 
to suffering's, without being personally cri- 
tninal? In such a case, an innocent man, 
we see, does suffer for another, and is treated 
as if he had been principal. So the holy 
Jesus, though he himself neither sinned nor 
was liable to sin, was treated as our surety ; 
for, sacrifice and substitution, f ” he bore 
our SUM in his own body on the tree.” The 
treatment which in consequence he received, 
was the treatment due to a sinner, nay, to 
a countless multitude of sinners, still it w as 


not on his own account, but ours, because 
the sufferings he imderweiit were both 
v^untary end vicarious. Such ^ being the 
case, toe righteousness of Christ was as 
necessary as his atonement. This is farther 
evident, when w e remember that the apostle 
John intimates a close connexion between 
the spotless character of the Holy One of 
God, axkd his adaptation for the work of our 
redemption in these words : — “ Ye know 
that he was manifested to take away our 
sins, and in him is no sin;” and by another 
sacred writer we are assured, that “ he 
offered up himself without spot unto God.” 

But here let us consider for a little how' 
it became requisite for this divine Personage 
to assume the nature of man, and to take 
upon him the likeness of sinful fiesh. As it 
was man who had transgressed, it W'as neces- 
sary that the penalty should be paid by 
man — rnot that the punishment should bie 
endured by a nature different from that 
which had fallen. Accordingly, that our 
iniquities might be all put to his account, 
and expiated by him, he took to himself a 
true body, and a reasonable soul, and died, 
toe just for the unjust. 

Probably, had he interposed on behalf of 
intelligences of a higher order, instead of us 
who had sunk so low in the mire of sin, he 
would have assumed the nature of those 
intelligences. If, for instance, it bad been 
the angels for whom he interposed, he would 
have taken to himself the angelic nature. 
At any rate, this is certain, that the holy 
Saviour became like ns, that he might be 
our Goel, or near kinsman, one to whom the 
right of redemption indisputably belonged.} 
He was made like unto his brethren in all 
things, sin excepted, agreeably to the pro- 
mise given immediately after the fall Irom 
primeval innocence, that the seed of the 
woman should bruise the serpent’s head. 



* It an interesting circumstanoe in the life of MUsionary IMartyn, that while labouring in 
Persia to prepare the way of the Lord, by translating the JNew Testament into that language, 
he h a pp e n ed, one dgy, to read a passage in which Christ is termed the Lamb of God. Some of 
tbe most JUiamedof that country ridiculed the simile, and exulted in what they conaidered the 
aupsrior deaignatkmof AU, who is called the Lion of God, In answer, it was observed to them, 
tooiUon is an unclean beiast, be preys on cai’caases, he is fierce, destructive, and is man’s enemy. 
But the lamb is gentle; you eat its fiesh and wear its skin ; it is meek and harmless. Coiud 
Miy thing, it has been well asked, so strikingly illustrate the religion of Mahomet and of Christ 
in tbeir directly opposite qualities? 

f Vido Davenant De just, habit., p. 3S3. Outram shows that Clnrist was not a sinner, but 
muy It sacrifice for sin Que» mala coi 7 >ori illitis inerant, oa imn ipsa vitia nostra sen peecata 
propria dicta, aed quee passim in s. literis appellari aolent, peocatorum iiostrorum pcenee erant— 
Y<ib.ii. c^. ix. sect. 9. Non ut inde Peocator, sed hosUa pro peccato constitueretur.” 

^ The word which the Apostle uses, Phil. J8, 19, when be charges himself on Onesimii8!s 
nenoimt, is the sameho used In I'eference to the foundation of <mr acceptance with God. A^cyic^ai 
“ to reckon, or account and with a dative case, “ to put to any one’s account.” This 
word Js used ten times in Ilomwis, chap. iv. Vide Tull. Justif. Paul. p. 81. “ Vox Grteca 

snepondene impntationi non paucius quam decies reperitur in nno capite, Horn. iv. ; «a autem est 
v^ familhe qua qnidem ad irnputationem notandum aptiorem mihi 

iateor minimqswccurrere.”— (P. 81.) 

§ Levit. XXV. 48* 
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Christ being thus made of a woman, he be> 
came our kinsman. ** So both he that sanc- 
tifieth, and they who are sancUhed, are all 
of one nature ; for which cause he is not 
ashamed to call them brethren."* Every 
thing of man, all his powers and feelings, 
he took upon him, but without any thing of 
moral denlcment, being, w’hat is the very 
^posiie of sinful, the holy living impress of 
Godhead ; even the express image of His 
person, in whose all-comprehensive eye all 
worlds and systems are as the small dust in 
the balance. Between the person of Christ 
and his blessed work, between the inherent 
splendour and excellency of his character, 
and the exalted dignity of his station, there 
is therefore an intimate and beautiful con- 
nexion. If he had been only man, he would 
not have possessed suflScient merit to ran- 
som one soul from the second death; or, 
had he come in the greatness of created 
might merely, though arrayed with bright 
and immaculate splendour, all would have 
been inadequate, because, even then, he 
w'ould have been but a dependent beirig, 
one of the subjects of the divine govern- 
ment. And how could any such creature 
do more in the way of obedience than what I 
he himself ow’ed to the Ruler of the uni- 
verse, on whom he must depend for all his 
glory, for unquestionably he would be under 
the highest obligations to him on his own 
account, just because of his absolute depend- 
ence on a superior Power ? It must be 
evident, therefore, that, as the full exertion 
of his powers, and a complete obedience, 
were due from himself on his own behalf, 
he could have no merit that might be trans- 
ferred to another. The righteousness of any 
mere creature, then, however exalted in the 
scale of existence, could not have afforded 
a satisfaction or compensation for disobe- 
dience to the perfect and unalterable will of 
Heaven. But even going on the supposi- 
tion that one man might bear the punish- 
ment merited by another, he could only 
^ve body for body, and his temporal suffer- 
ing could only answer to the temporal 
release of the offender, but could do nothing 
for the noblest part of man— the immort^ 
soul. Thus reason and revelation show us, 
that the being who would redeem another 
from misery and ruin by yielding a vicarious 
righteousness, must be one who is not him- 
self under any obligations to obey, or to 
endure the penalty of the law on his ow'n 


behalf. Apply this principle in reference 
to Christ Jesus, who undertook our cause, 
and you will see that he could not be charge- 
able with presumption or disaffection to the 
divine government, by his laying claim to 
the character of independence ana self-exist- 
ence ; for he was “ in the form of God, and 
thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God.** No exactions of a personal kind could 
have been required of Him who, of his own 
free choice, w’as made under the law, and 
who magnihed it and made it honourable — 
that law which is holy, just and good ; and 
so a new law was not necessary, but only 
a new nature or person to fulfil its require- 
ments, as was effectually done by the second 
Adam, the great Sponsor of the covenant 
of grace. It required one, like itself, to 
be altogether perfect, for it is an unalter- 
able standard.# Could this perfect and un- 
changeable law have been fulfilled, if the 
second Adam had not been altogether in- 
dependent, holy, and divine, and thus placed 
in the most favourable circumstances to 
ensure our salvation? But w'e are to re- 
member, that Christ not only required to 
be independent and self-existent, to make 
an atonement at all, but also to be a per- 
son of the highest worth, in consequence 
of the demerit of sin as an offence s^inst 
all the glorious perfections of infinite and 
unblemished purity, whose name is holpp 
and who is altogether glorious in holiness; 
and this being an unchangeable perfection 
of his nature, it w’ould seem that a Re- 
deemer was required, equal in dignity 
and worth to the Mighty Being offended, 
and to the extent of the evil commit- 
ted. But who in heaven or earth could be 
fit for the undertaking but the incarnate 
God, the Man that was Jehovah’s fellow I 
None but one Being so exalted and un- 
spotted could be found adequate to repair 
the breach made by the first transgressor, 
or make up for the sad catastrophe of the 
introduction of moral evil, by sustaining ae 
our surety the countless millions of sins 
committed by the many millions of genera- 
tions, within the long interval between 
banishment from Eden, and the shout of 
the archangel and the trump of God. No 
one can imagine that this atonement waa 
the arbitrary act of a severe or unfeeling 
Judge ; for it was the unavoidable result of 
the holiness and perfection of the divine 
nature ; and so soon as mercy became com- 


♦ ** Accedit haec 

]^ane sil, et legi D<d in'omnibiu respondeat. 'Nam in justlficatlone est Muiit t*S a 

itAm It; ov autem exigit, ut reS vitfjuuu Rom. >11!. 4 . N"" * 

phri legls jus nisi perfecta obedkntia.^^ — Wits. (Econom. fib. iii. cap. viii. imkj. 42. 


ratio, qnod nihil in justificationis negotio valeat, nisi quod perfrctnin 
mibus respondeat. Nam in justificatione est Mults r$S SttSt 
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{>attbl« myikL a tweei-smelling odour 

arose fvgm tlie sacrifice of Christ, before 
that righteous God in whose eye even the 
heavens are not pure, and who chargeth his ^ 
'angels with folly, whilst th^ veil their faces 
with their wings, crying, Holy, holy, is the | 
Lord God Almighty ! Thus the obedient^ , 
of the second Adam was in worth what bis ' 
person is in dignity, while the evil of sin 
has been unspeakably displayed in the very 
method adopted and accomplished for the 
sinner^s acquittal on the part of the just 
God and Saviour, who, as an everlasting 
memorial of what has been done for man, 
shall wear for ever the jrarb of human nature. 
Well, then, may all of us adopt the beauti- 
ful language of the evangelical prophet, and 
say, *‘in the Lord have I righteousness;” 
or, as it is in the original, righteousnesses,**^ 
all that fulness of righteousness which we 
can possibly need. We may now aric, 
Could our Lord, in whom the Father was 
well pleased, possibly have possessed a sin- 
ful nature, since sin is pronounced to be 
** that abominable thing that God hates ?”f 
But, then, you may here put the question, 
Can the Mt^esty in the heavens for^o none 
of his rights ? We think that there can bo 
no doubt that he may: from the circum- 
stance of having a right to punish the sinner, 
he conferred, by pardon, a right to impunity ; 
“ but*” says Howe, “ he cannot forego his 
rights, to the dishonour of his glorious ex- 
cellences, and dignity of his holy govemr 
ment.” He is so ab^lute that he can do 
whatever he pleases ; but so just, that he 
cannot be pleased to do an unrighteous 
tiling. It seems, then, that the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ cannot do 
any thing but w^bat accords with the honour 
and glory of all his perfections ;J and how 
could a sinful and rebellious nature har- 
monize with these? bow, in his flesh, destroy 
the enmitv that existed ? how pay to justice 
a debt which, had finite creatures like us 
been left to pay, never could have come to 
an end ? Matt. v. 26. 

Indeed, tbeoughout the sacred pages, we 
never find holiness in the least iota abated, 


nor cp^ it be without afibrdiog direct en- 
couragement to that whbh is essentially 
subversive of God’s moral gwemment ; and 
had the Almighty required infliction to fall 
on offenders themselves, it could not have 
given such a demonstration of the divine 
purity, and his love of holiness, as when he 
sent forth his undefiled Son, whose meat 
was to do his Father’s will, to be 1^: us a 

S itiation through faith in his blood, to 
ire bis righteousness; so complete a 
manifestation was this of the divine righte- 
ousness, that the title of ** holiness to the 
Jjord,** inscribed on the mitre of the high 
priest, might be said to have been inscribed 
on all the thoughts, obedience, and sacr^ce 
of our great High Priest, who was made 
higher than the heavens. § “ I delight,” said 
he, by his prophet, “to do thv will, O 
God.” “ I was not rebellious, neither turned 
away, but I gave my back to the smiters. 
I bid not my face from shame and spitting.” 
Vain, then, must it appear from all that has 
been said, to evade the question respecting 
Christ’s holiness of nature by substituting 
the w'ord peccable in place of sinful, since it 
appears from the insepiarable union between 
manhood and Godhead, it was alike impos- 
sible that he could either sin or be liable to 
sin ; and had it been otherwise, we would 
have heard something of his mourning, like 
his devoted followers, over indwelling sin 
and corruption. To substitute peccability, 
is a mere evasion, for this word, by our best 
lexicographers, and especially by Dr. John- 
son, is defined to mean a state of being sub- 
ject to sin ; and to m>ply this to our holy, 
harmless, undefiled Emmanuel, is sufficient 
to make the blood run cold in every one in 
whom even the faintest spark of piety exists ; 
for the Father gave not the Holy Spirit by 
measure unto him, that his obedience might 
be meritorious, and his death acceptable. 
“ O righteous Father,” said he, “ the world 
hath not knowm thee, but 1 have known 
thee.” 

We cannot conclude these observations, 
which are designed to establish from Scrip- 
ture, as well as from some ancient authori- 


f Jsr. xUv. 4. << Peccatumeat napini Abonainatlo animie ipslus, Prov. vi. 16. Anime, 
id est, lp«l csseatisR, et es«entiaU4Min«titati ipaius.”— ^Eoonom. Ub. i. c. 5. § 26. 

I “ Quad enim Deus non potest respectu uniu$ Attributi Divini, nespectu nvVius potest : sen 

S ped aliquam proprietatem easentialera fieii non potest, id per o&anem fieri nequit.*' — Diatribe 

ejtoltst. Dlv. p- 

“ Quid non laminae, sed Menti inscriptuna babeat sanctitas Domino, 

. xxxlx* do.” — Grprius iaioc. 

* Higher t^n the heavens.” Blackwall netices this expresBian as so sublime, that he deems 
it superior to Homer’s description of Jupiter upon Mount ida.— -Sacred Classics, vol. i. p. 841, 
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ties, the doctrine of the complete bt^ess 
of our Lord's humani^, wH^ut ad’^^?irtiDg 
briefly to the question df our Lo«d% temip- 
tations-^possessing, as he did, a imture^both 
human and divine. He was templed, in aM 
points, like as we are, with one ezeepdon, 
which ought never to be lost sight of, and 
that was, “ without sin.” But then, with 
such an exception, how could Christ be said 
to be tempted ? It is easy to understand 
how a fallen human being is so peculiarly 
apt to become a prey to temptation, because, 
with the external allurement, there is an 
internal predisposition and inclination to 
render the external circumstance a tempta- 
tion, or to render the sinner susceptible of 
impressions from it. But in the spotless 
Anointed, there was no indwelling corrup- 
tion to give a favourable reception to any 
outward allurement; and this being the 
case, though this pure Being might be vexed 
and assaulted, he could say, what no other 
could since the world’s revolt, “ the prince 
of this world cometh, and hath nothing in 
me** Though we never read of Christ being 
personally sick or diseased. Scripture de- 
clares that Christ “ took upon him our 
infirmities” the natural, bp none of the 
sinful infirmities of humanity; and to adopt 
the words of one of the puritans, ” the Sun 
of Righteousness was like the beams of the 
sun, which shine all over a sinful world, 
without being tainted with its pollution, for 
he was separate from sinners.” Had he 
not taken on him the sinless infirmities of 
humanity, perhaps he could not possibly be 
said to have been tempted. That he could 
be enticed by any sinful object was not 
}K)6sible, because there was no unhallowed 
fire in him, either in his flesh or his human 
soul, in consequence of the inseparable 
union between his manhood and Godhead. 
But as an Apostle says, “ We have not an 
H^h Priest who cannot be touched with 
a feeling of oufr infirmities, but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet w'ithout 
sin.” Here, though it is denied that he had 
sin, it is admitted he took on him the infir- 
mities of our nature — hunger, thirst, weari- 
ness. In all points, then, he was tempted, 
that is, exposed to agonies and sufferings 
like as we are, for in the Epistles, 

signifies exposure to such afflictions as sub- 
ject men to great temptations, and severely 
try their obedience ; and Christ having thus 
“ suffered, being ten^ipdj he is able to 
succour them that are 'paapted.” No out- 
ward allurement, then;: could excite any 
sinful thought or desire; no injurious treat- 
ment produce a revengeful or malicious 
feeling; no pleasure could allure, no pain i 


inriittidate him who knew no sin, that ** w«e 
might receive the righteousness of God in 
him.” Yet, though every attempt to pro- 
duce in him unholy suggestions was alto- 
gether impossible, still possefifting as he did 
the infirmities of our nature, his holy human 
soul must have been agonlxed and tortured 
to an extent ^f which we oaa have no con- 
ception, and just in the degfree that his 
innocent mind abhorred, and could not be 
contaminated by any temptations, “being 
anointed with the Holy Ghost and with 
power” In our own case, we are too apt 
to consider onrselves, when under tempta- 
tions from the wicked one, as altogether 
pa^ive, and in this w^ay men ascribe the ’ 
sins they commit entirely to the pow-er of 
temptation. A sacred writer, however, has ‘ 
convincingly shown us, that so far as w'e aro * 
said to be tempted effisetuaily, W'c are active, 
and give consent to the temptation, “drawn 
away of our own lust and enticed.” James 
i. 14. The adversary, though he tries, has ' 
no advantage but w'hat we willingly give 
him. Now, a temptation may be so called, 
not only as it may refer to the person 
tempted, but as having a reference to him 
thatpresents to us the temptation. Only con- ' 
ceive an individual to possess a natural and 
indexible repu^ance to any particular sinful 
action to wnicn he is vehemently urged by 
another — here it may bo said of the indivi- 
dual who presents the inducement, that he 
tempted the man to do that against which 
his whole nature revolted with feelings of 
the utmost indignation and abhorrence. In 
this case, the man has felt no desire or wish 
to comply with the temptation, but the very 
contrary; still it may be said that he has 
been severely tempted by a trial of temper, 
patience, and forbearance, to their utmost 
limits, by which his feelings have been tor- 
tured and lacerated ; and this trial will of 
course be great, according to the strength 
of natural aversion and disgust w hich the 
individual who has undergone a temptation 
of such a kind feels against the action to 
which he was so ujgently solicited. This 
principle must apply to our Lord in a higher * 
degree, even to an inconceivable extent, 
according to the complete perfection of his 
being ; for though he was tried, and he felt 
the Iri^ by sufierings the most keen and 
exquisite, yet sin never stained a thought, a 
word, or an action of his blameless life ; for 
divinity could never have dwelt for a mo- 
ment in sinful and rebellious flesh an]|iiore 
than the iron and clay could have un^d in 
Nebuchadnezzar's image, or light with dark- 
ness ; for what communion is there between 
these opposite and irreconcilable things, or 
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between Cbrbt and Belial ? It was only 
fn>m his possessing in his frame the infirmi- 
ties of otir nature, that the holy Anointed 
of God could be said to be tempted. In 
illustration of our meaning, we refer to our 
Lord's temptation in the wilderness : — 
“ When he had fasted forty days, he was 
afterwards an hungered^ and the tempter 
taking advantage of this, came to him and 
said. If thou be the Son of God, com- 
mand that these stones be made breads 
Subject as he was, like us, to hunger and 
other infirmities, it was through these he 
could be said to be assailed and tempted, 
because as a human creature it was natural 
in him to feel pain and oppression, and in- 
stinctively to desire to avoid them; and 
had this not been the case, he would not 
have been truly constituted man, as he 
would have possessed none of his emotions 
and susceptibilities. In this respect alone, 
and in no other, was he tempted like as we 
are, for his temptation was without sin. 
And though he had a severe trial and feel- 
ing of what it is to be hungry, and weary, 
and thirsty, and destitute of a place in which 
to lay his head; to be despised, mocked, 
persecuted and forsaken, yet all the agoniz- 
ing feelings arising from such temptations 
were never paramount to that abiding desire 
which existed in him to do his Father's will, 
“for, on account of the joy that was set 
before him, he endured the cross, despising 
its shame, that he might bring in an ever- 
lasting righteousness.” It would seem that 
it is from this natural abhorrence which 
humanity has to pain and anguish, and the 
desire, ii possible, to escape from them, that 
we are to account for the reprehension 
which our Lord gave to an Apostle, who ] 
had thrown a temptation or an offence in ' 
>his way, by suggesting that his sufferings 
and decease for man might be spared. 'To 
Peter he replied, “ Get thee behind me, 
Satan, for thou art an offence unto me ; for 
thou savourest not the things that be of 
God, but the things that be of men.” Pos- 
sessing all the finer feelings w ith the siuless 
hifirmities of humanity, be was, as far as 
the perfection of his nature could admit, in 
all points tried like as we are ; and as sin 


originally formed no part of our nature, it 
was not necessary that the ** holy and just 
One” should be clothed with sinful and 
rebellious flesh. Whence, indeed, could he 
possess sinful flesh? — not by conception, 
being made of a woman, by the power and 
overshadowing of the Holy Spint — not by 
imputation, not being a natur^ descendant 
by ordinary generation of the first Adam, 
or represented, by him— not by his words 
or actions, for he could ask his enemies, 
“ Which of you can accuse me of sin?” 
How, then, shall we ade(|uately admire the 
w'isdom and goodness of our God, in select- 
ing a perfect Sacrifice for our expiation, and 
a perfect Pattern for our example I And 
surely it is overwhelming for us to think, 
that since there is such an alliance between 
sinful allurements and a sinful nature, that 
had Christ as man possessed sinful rebellious 
flesh, the eternal well-being of unnumbered 
millions of beings, rational and immortal, 
would have been finally ruined by one single 
violation in thought, word, or deed ; and so 
our fall in the second Adam would have 
been at least as certain as the first, and been 
more disastrous as being altogether irre- 
coverable. Lekus never think unworthily, 
then, of our Reaeemcr’s person and work ; 
but let us delight to contemplate him as the 
most lovely and venerable being whose 
steps ever trod our world, and whose tran- 
scendent excellencies are without a parallel 
in the universe. The wide creation, among 
the myriads with which it is peopled, can- 
not produce an equal, or one second to him, 
for a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre 
of his kingdom, who came on the high 
errand of our redemption, and to teach and 
enable us to purify ourselves even as “ he is 
pure” The holiness of our Redeemer was 
attested by his judge — by the traitor that sold 
him — ^by the malefactor that was crucified 
with him — by the centurion that yarded him ; 
and it will be assented to by all who are his 
disciples, for he will wash their robes, and 
make them white in the blood of the Lamb, 
while they rejoice in him as the Lord the 
righteous Judge, who shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and admired in all 
them that believe. 
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Amid all the bounties of God’s provi- 
dence. and all the glories, and splendour, 
and beauty that cover our earth, the world 
has ever been a scene of much disorder, 
crime, and misery. It exhibits, amidst all 
its external grandeur and loveliness, the 
manifest traces of the primeval curse. Many 
are the schemes which men, actuated by 
various principles and motives, have formed 
to redeem the world from its degradation ; 
and yet degradation and misery have re- 
turned and settled down upon it ; and not- 
withstanding the philosophy, eloquence, and 
arts of the most polished pagan nations, the 
short description implied in the words of the 
Apostle in the context is applicable to them 
all. ^ Verse 17. “ This I say therefore, and 
testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk 
not as other GentUes walk, in the vanity of 
their mind ; having the understanding dark- 
ened, being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in them, be- 
cause of the blindness of their heart : who, 
being past feeling, have given themselves 
over unto lasciviousness, to work all un- 
cleanness with greediness.” This is a short 
iibridgment of the moral history of every 
])agan nation, of all who have been destitute 
of the truth as it is in Jesus. Over all their 
efforts and speculations is written, “ the 
world by wisdom knew' not God.” 

VoL. V.— No. 166. 


The light of God’s revealed truth has 
made a wonderful transformation on the 
face of the moral world, and shown that the 
foolishness of God, as presumptuous mortals 
have accounted the Gospel, is wiser than 
men. But yet though all experience has 
demonstrated the utter inadequacy of human 
knowledge to reform mankind, and system 
after system, and speculation after specula- 
tion, have amused and exercised the fancy 
and the intellect of their contrivers and ad- 
mirers, and have only added another and an- 
other stone to the monument of human pride 
and weakness ; yet even down to the present 
moment we see this world’s sages and great 
men looking to everything but the truth as it 
is in Jesus, for the renovation and happiness 
of wretched man. And instead of giving 
the just tribute to the triumphs of the Gos 
pel, where good has been actually achieved, 
they steal her laurels from her brow, and 
place them upon the idols of their own 
adoration. In plain words, they ascribe the 
triumphs of the Gospel to the labours of 
man. Even at this day it is melancholy to 
see, amid the splendid assemblages of rank 
and talent that grace our day and adorn our 
age, amid the homage that is paid to science 
and philosophy in their various depaitniiahs, 
the little homage that is paid to the trum of 
God. It b melancholy to see, amid the 
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ifihemes for the advancement of our race, I abysses and recesses of the character 
and the mutual gratulations and praises of { of man and the lofty movements of the divine 
the great and the learned, and the boasts of government, than the greatest sages in the 
human cirtliiaiion and improvement, that darkness ol' unassisted human iiuture, with 
not even a solitary expression escapes in all the ins^uments and aids of tiiit world’s 
prabe of the truth as it is in Jesus, and that invention ; and we pronounce, therefore, 
scarcely a single champion of the cross is without any hesitation, that, without the 
ready in such assemblies to salute and con- truth as it is in Jesus, all their boasted la- 
gratulate another. We would not be so hours, and schemes, and inventions for the 
ridiculous as to detract from the honours of moral renovation of men, for banishing 
Jear/nng and science. We know no human crime and disorder, licentiousness, cruelty 
being more honourable or more wortln' of and oppression, wall prove in the issue as 
the eincerest tribute of human admiration, the house built upon the sand, which, “when 


than the man of lofty intellect and fine ima- 
gination, lending them to the cause of God, 
from whom they are derived, and to ad- 
vance the glory of the Redeemer, for whose 
cause they are given. But when God and 
the Redeemer are not owned and served, 
they scern to us as splendid mansions with- 
out an owner, or occupied by every unclean 
creature — as a splendid temple where no 
God is worshipped, or occupied by impure 
idols. 

There have been times in the history of 
the human race, when Hu; light of knowledge 
was dreaded as an invention of the devil, 
and ignorance was considered as the mother 
of devotion, and priestly tyranny was em- 
ployed to quench the light of science, and 
to bind the human mind in the chains of 
intellectual darkness. There are regions of 
the earth, even of civilized Europe, where 
these times are not yet utterly gone. But, 
blessed be God I in our land they are passed 
away; and even the Church of Rome, that 
punwhed Galileo for bis astronomical dis- 
coveries, and whose priests pronounced 
Greek at the Reformation a heretical hih- 

^ in vented by the evil one, because the 
sdge of it revealed the long hidden 
glories of the Gospel, must now affect, in 
our land at least, to be the patroness of 
knowledge and the friend of free opinion. 

But v^h the gneat majority of those who 
Tide thedestimes of nations and sway the 
opinions of men, all sehentes for the welfare 
of men are patronised, but that which God 
hknself has appointed, and experience has 
declared alone adequate to the task, “ The 
truth as it is in Jesus.” It may be asked 
how we presume to decide so authoritatively 
on men of gigantic minds and splendid at- 
ttdnmentsf Our answer is, “ We have a 
sure word of pri^hecy, to which we do well 
to heed, as unto a light shining in A 
diark With the lamp of divine truth 

in our hands, we can see iWther into t^ 


the rains descend, and the floods coroe, and 
the winds blow, will fall, and great shall be 
the full of them.” The mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it in his word. In all the 
lofty predictions which it holds forth of the 
world's deliverance and emancipation from 
error, delusion, and misery, and crime, the 
schemes of human invention are never re- 
cognised ; and it is emphatically pronounced 
that the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men. The days of universal glory and of ' 
peace, of purity and freedom, shall arise on 
the universal prevalence of the word of the 
living God — of the truth as it is in Jesus: 
when the knowledge of the Lord shall cover 
the earth as the waters cover the sea. “ Let^ 
not then the wise man glory in his wisdom ; 
let not the rich man glory in his ricbea ; let 
not the mighty man glory in his m^ht ; but 
let him that glorieth glory in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth me that I 
am the Lord that exercise Loving-kindness, 
judgment, and righteousness in the earth; 
for in these things do 1 delight, sailh the 
Lord.” 

In our text and context the Apostle as- 
cribes the superior moral condition of the 
believing Ephesians above that of tho vi- 
cious Gentiles, to the manner in which they 
had learned Christ, and to their being taug^ 
by him, as the truth is in Jesus, verses 
17 — 19, 20. “ But ye have not so learned 
Christ ; if BO be that yo have heard him, 
and been taught by him, as the troth is ia 
Jesus : that ye put ofl; concerning the for- 
mer conversation, the old man, which is 
corrupt according , to the deceitful lusts ; 
and be ye renewed in the spirit of your 
mind ; and that ye put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness.** And then follows, in 
;be succeeding parts of the Epistle, a course 
of practical instructions arising out of the 
true, calm, honest, diligent, pure, pious, 
considerate, peaceful, kind, merciful, for- 
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bearing, forgfvnig and lieaveniy spirit or the 
Gosj)el, ali exhibited in the character and 
example of Christ, and formed bv his Holy 
Spirit in ail those who receive him as their 
Saviour, their Lord und Master ; and which 
no other principles have ever been able to 
form in the heart of man. 

In the remaining part of the discourse we 
shall endeavour to answer in part the ques- 
tion, Why or how is the truth as it is in 
Jesus fitted to produce the results wc ex- 
clusively ascribe to itV And, 

I. We remark, that it is suited to the 
character of God. 

Perhaps, before illustrating this remark, 
it may be useful to state very shortly what 
is the truth as it is in Jesus. We observe, 
that it is altogether of a moral and spiritual 
nature; and though by its effects on the 
character of man, on his heart and conduct, 
it has a most wonderful influence on his 
external condition, in leading to order, in- 
dustry, prosperity, and comfort, yet it does 
not extend to physical knowledge, or the 
knowledge of external nature, and its adapta- 
tion to the circumstances of man. Its effects 
may be sard to be independent of external 
circumstances ; it is fitted for men in every 
supposable condition, and it requires only 
to be received to bless them with its bene- 
fits, under whatever clime, on whatever soil, 
or in whatever rank they may be placed. 

The leading peculiarities of the truth as 
it is in Jesus may be compromised under 
the views which it gives of the character of 
God as a just God, and yet a Saviour, and 
of man as a sinner and an heir of wrath, and 
yet the object of divine mercy. Christ is 
called the ** brightness of the Father’s glory, 
and the express image of his person and 
that, we conceive, not merely in reference to 
his equality with the Father in his original 
divinity, hut in the wonderful manner in 
which, in his person, and offices, and work, 
the moral attributes of God are exhibited. 

The ** truth as it is in Jesus,” exhibits 
the supreme Being as a God of absolute 
holiness und unchangeable justice, governing 
the world by a law which is the expression of 
his own character, and requiring, therefore, 
perfect and absolute obedience, on pain of 
God’s everlasting displeasure. Yet in entire 
corisistency with this eharaoter, and the 
maintenance of this holy and unchangeable 
law, exliibiting himself as a God of eternal 
love and grace, and infinite mercy, as a just 
God, and yet a Saviour of sinful and miser- 
ftble mortals, who have broken hk laws and 


rendered themsei veslmble to eternal condeoi- 
uation. This he is able to do through the 
wonderful scheme of redemption, devised 
in his infinite wkdom, broi^ht about by bis 
almighty power, in the person and work of 
his own Son : who is constituted the Head 
and Author of this great work, who took upon 
him human nature in union with the divme, 
became man, became incarnate, was ttitide 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, obeyed the law 
of God in his life, satisfied all its claims in 
his death, in his infinitely meritorious sacri- 
fice, thus making atonement For the sins of 
men, maintaining the divine character, 
government and law', and yet saving lost 
sinners : by his resurrection from the dead, 
proving the acceptance of bis sacrifice, con- 
firming the doctrine of a future world, the 
declarations of a judgment to come : by his 
ascension, and sitting at the right hand of 
God, exalted as a Prince and a Saviour, and 
dispensing his Holy Sjnrit, whom he promised 
to send when he had ascended to hit 
Father, as the sanctifier and comforter of 
mankind ; thus saving them, securing their 
pardon, their happiness, and their simctifi- 
cation and obedience together. By the 
declaration of mercy, the proof of holtiiess 
and justice, the oertakity of a judgment ito 
reward or to punish, and the hopes of hea- 
ven and the fears of hell, to encourage and 
deter, promoting all that b holy, and merci- 
ful, and joyous. Such is on outline of the 
tralh as it 16 in Jesus ; no less suited in the 
character of God» than adapted to the con- 
■<Mtk>n of man. 

1 st. It is suited to the character of Qod, 

God is the origin of all things. He is 
likew be their supreme end. As be created, 
so he condnually uphokU and governs all 
things for his own glory. On his favour 
absolutely depend the welfare und happi- 
ness of his whole creation. Any schemes 
inconsistent with his will, or undertaken in 
disregard of his blessing and authority, and 
without any view to hb glory, cannot be 
expected ultimately to prosj>er. They can 
neither originate in, nor he guided by sound 
lety, by true wb^m, or pure morality, 
'bey neccMarily cany in them the seeds of 
error and sin ; and if God gave them ulti- 
mate success in tl»e ba^^iness of the crea- 
ture, it would be prospering that wbich de- 
spised and dishonoured himself; it would 
be giving to the selfish and proud ereuiure 
the glory doe to the Oeator. iteae^ all 
the schemes that have been form<ik hade- 
of the tn^ of God^dHnPO ^iaot 
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only proved vaioi but pemicioui, God con- 
founding the devices of men, that no flesh 
should glory in his presence; **hath not 
God,** then asks the Aposde, ** chosen 
(be foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise ? and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things 
that are mighty ; and base things of the 
world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not 
to bring to nought things that are ; that no 
flesh should glory in his presence.*' God, 
we may believe, will honour the meanest 
instrument that does him honour, rather 
than that which slights or despises him. 
“ Him that honoureth me I will honour, and 
they that despise me shall be lightly es- 
teemed.’* 

Hence God honours the Gospel, because 
it honours himself ; and though foolishness 
to them that perish, it is the power and 
the wisdom ot God to them that believe. 

It is altogether worthy of God. Above, 
infinitely above all human systems, does the 
revealed will of God, the truth as it is in 
Jesus, honour the Most High. In it God 
is all ^d in all. On the pages of the Bible, 
God is a God of glorious majesty, supreme 
powor, that cannot be resisted or controlled, 
of unsearchable wisdom, that cannot err; 
boundless knowledge from which nothing can 
be concealed ; spotless holiness w ith which 
iniquity cannot dwell; inflexible justice 
which cannot clear the guilty; unchange- 
able truth and fmthfulness that cannot lie or 
deceive; of boundless goodness and bene- 
ficence to supply the wants of every crea- 
ture ; and infinite mercy to foigive and save 
the erring and the lost. Such is the glorious 
character exhibited in beautiful harmony, 
as we have seen in “ the truth as it is in 
Jesus.** Suitable to this character is the 
representation given in the system of his 
government of the w orld, in the punishments 
he awards, and the mercies he bestows ; in 
the happiness of the righteous, and the 
iniseiy of the wicked; in the dispensation 
of mercy to lost sinners; in the plan of 
redeinpUon, the atonement of Christ, and 
the dispensation of the Holy Spirit to apply 
the blessings of Christ’s redemption to the 
souls of men, and to fit them for the holy 
service and presence of God. All this is 
holy, excellent, and divine, and worthy of 
the character of God; and we can, there- 
fm, fee how “the truth as it is in Jesus,** 
ibonid be made above all human contriv- 
ances the only netbod of redeeming, puri- 


fying, and exalting a fallen, lost, and reb^ 
lious race. 

2. We remark, that the results ascribed 
to the truth as it is Jesus,’* are to be ex- 
pected from it above all other contrivances 
for man's moral renovation, when we con- 
sider its adaptation to the nature of man as 
a sinful and accountable creature. 

Suppose we saw a wretched creature, an 
outcast from the comforts and society of 
human beings, oppressed with poverty, la- 
bouring under disease, having little or no 
use of his bodily faculties, and even his 
mental powers weakened and shattered 
through the influence of his maladies, would 
it not be grievously foolish to expect to 
remedy his condition by describing the bless- 
ings of splendid apparel, fine mansions, and 
all the luxuries and elegancies of civiliza- 
tion — saying, be ye warmed, and be ye 
clothed, while ye give him not that which 
is needful in his condition ? If you did this 
with an air of earnestness and sentimental 
benevolence, would it not excite pity for 
your mistake or contempt for your heart- 
lessness ? Would it not argue either supreme 
ignorance of the condition of the wTCtcbed 
creature with whose miseries you w'ere 
trifling, or actually covering with insult? 
Something analogous to this, we conceive, 
are the various plans for the melioration of 
the condition of man, which do not con- 
template him as he is, a fallen, helpless, and 
lost creature, the victim of sin and death, 
and incapable of relieving himself ; and 
hence they have all proved as useless as 
inapplicable. Hence the thousand and 
ever-chanpng specifics for curing the miseries 
of man nave proved utterly ineffectual. 
Hence one man thinks he can cure the woes 
of humanity by some new scheme of human 
government; another, by some new plan of 
social organization ; a third, by some happy 
discovery in philosophy or mechanics; an- 
other by the universal diffusion of human 
knowledge, or the exhibition of some bene- 
volent scheme of morals ; but all the while 
they foiget that WTetched man is the vicrim 
of a dreadful moral disease, which deranges 
and destroys, or misdirects all his powers, 
and which by mere human remedies is alto- 
^ther incurable. In short, like an unskil- 
Ful physician, they have never known the 
patient’s disease; and they either heal the 
hurt slightly, or aggravate its virulence, and 
hasten his destruction. And hence it is, 
that the many plausible and apparently 
benevolent, but visionaiy plans for the wcl- 
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of mn, have eoddd ia worse ^an folly 
andficlusioa — too ofteo in uaiaery and crioie. 

The Gospel exhibits objio a» be is, os coa* 
scieucf^ observation, and experience declare 
him to be, by nature, wretched, and inisef* 
able, and poor, and blind, and naked. The 
description therein given of the moral world 
is, that it is dead in trespasses and sins ; 
that there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one : that there is none that sceketh after God. 
Destruction and misery are in their ways; 
and the way of peace they have not known ; 
they have no fear of God before their eyes; 
they are hateful, and haling one another, 
enemies of God, and children of wrath.’* A 
picture, gloomy though it be, inhaitely move 
consistent with the actual condition of man 
in every age and country, and in all circum- 
stances, than those pictures drawn by the 
hand of philosophers and speculators. The 
ibriner may be severe, but it is like tim prob- 
ing of the faithful and skilful physician who 
has a remedy at hand; and is iuBnitely more 
merciful and wise than to flatter you that 
you are in health while a deadly disease is 
upon you, or to mock you with inapplicable 
remedies. While the disease is plainly de- 
Mribed, an alUsufiicient remedy is presented 
in the truth os it is in Jesus. There we see 
man exhibited as a coademned criminal, hut 
God held forth as a forgiving sovereign; 
there we see him exhibited as the nrisoiier 
of divine justice, but Christ as the deliverer 
and ransom ; there we see him owing the 
debt of everlasting punishment, but Christ 
bearing his punishment and satisfying the 
claims which divine justice has u{)oa him; 
there we see man the victim of spiritual dis- 
ea^, but Christ exhibited as the Bairn in 
GiieacU-the great Physician there; there we 
see man as held in the bonds of spiritual and 
moral death, but the Spirit of Christ quick- 
ening him into life, breathing upon the dry 
bones, and causing them to stand up with all 
the attributes of a living moral man; there 
we see maa destitute of all things, but by 
union with Christ enriched with all neces- 
sary temporal, and with all e|dritual bless- 
ings; there we see man the creature of 
misery, but in Christ is exhibited consola- 
tion in every distress, a balm for every 
M’onnd; there we see him the victim of' 
temporal and eternal death, but in Christ a j 
conqueror over death and the grave, and an 
heir ot eternal life and glory. In short, “in 
the truth as it is in Jesus,” there is provision 
made for the enlightenment of his under- 
standing, the forgiveness of his sins, the 


pttrtfioatioii of hix heart mmd conduct, hi# 
comfort on earth, and hts everlasting bless* 
eduessia heaven. As a boon to depraved 
and ruined man, it as far excels the schemes 
of man as light excelleth darkaess. 

To ail m you, my bfethren, who have 
studied the Word of God, who have taken it 
for the man of your counsel, who have sought 
to learu in Uyourown character and the way 
of salvation, who have gone to the Saviour, 
and experimentally known the truth as it is 
iu Jesus, we appeal If these thiugs are not 
so ; if you have not the witness in your* 
selves of the excellency of the truth as it is 
in Jesus; if you have not experienced its 
eniightoniog, purifying, and consoling ten- 
deucy ; and if ye do not find it a light to 
your feet, and a lamp unto your path, the 
quickener aud supporter of your souls, the 
pearl of great price, your light in darkness, 
and your joy in distress, throwing a flood 
of light on your ow'n character and condi- 
tion, and revealing to your joy and satisfoo- 
i tion what would otherwise be mysterious, 

' perplexing, and ins^utable in the ways of 
God. You who are still ignorant of ** the truth 
as it is in Jesus,” let me entreat to search 
if these things be so. A subject which 
clmms to be so inqiortant, and that on divine 
, authority, and which so many of the excel- 
lent of the earth have received and honoured, 
and which has confessedly produced so great 
effects on the character aud circumstances 
of mankind on earth, and professes to reach 
in its effects into eternity, is surely w'ortby 
of your consideration. If you are learued 
and refined, we profess that you can find in 
this truth all that con occupy the highest 
couceptioii and gratily the purest taste. H 
you are rich and great, we profess that you 
will find iu it that which can make your 
riches a blessii^, and your greatness an 
honour. If you are poor, we profess that 
you will here find durable, even eternal 
riches, treasure in the heavens. Consolation 
in poverty and distress — a never-failing and 
Almighty Friend ; that you w’ill find your- 
selves placed in the sight of God, and as ra- 
tional moral creatures on a level with the most 
exalted of the earth, for there is no respect 
of persons with God, If you are rebellious 
sinners, w e profess that you can find pardon, 
and acceptance, and deliverance from sin. 
Surely, then, it is worth inquiring after “the 
truth as it is in Jesus.” The Gosj»el is the 
especial friend of the poor and tl»e miseiv 
able. It is its glorious and exclusive dix- 
tiucuon that it was jireached to me poor. 
F2 
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Christ tme to jpiroach the Gospel to the 
poor, ond to sa^e the lost, to care for those 
whom the world disregarded. ** The Spirit 
of the T#ord is upon me ; because the Lord 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek : he hatn sent me to bind up 
the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that are bound.” How melancholy, 
then, is it to see through the influence of 
wicked hearts, and the perversions of a 
cruel, and heartless, and aemoralizing infi- 
delity, such vast multitudes of the poor 
despising the Gospel, rejecting their own 
best mercy, accounting those their enemies 
who tell them the truth, and looking for 
happiness and deliverance to the cruel and 
ungodly men who are riveting their chains, 
and robbing them of their highest consola- 
tion. “ These things ought not so to be.” 

Lastly, let me exhort all to value, to hold 
fast, and to promote the “ truth as it is in 
Jesus.” 

There is nothing more lovely than truth. 
All ages have professed to admire it, and 
all men have acknowledged its excellence. 
But while it receives universal homage and 
admiration, there is, perhaps, no universally 
acknowledged good less known, and be- 
loved, and reverenced in practice and 
reality; and error, and falsehood, evasion, 
dissimulation, and deceit, most widely pre- 
vail among men. The Scriptures set an 
immense value upon truth. They combine 
it with mercy; they exhort to biw the 
truth, and sell it not. God is the God of 
truth. Christ is the Truth. The Holy Spirit 
i| called the Spirit of truth. All moral 
truth centres in and flows from him to guilty 
men. We arc saved through the belief of 
the truth, set free by it, sanctified by it. 
The Church is called the pillar and ground 
of truth. In short, the truth as it is in Jesus, 
is the instrument of all divine blessings. 
We ought, therefore, to value it, and hold 


it fast. For, let us remember, that precious 
as it is, the ” truth as it is in Jesus” is not 
agreeable to the natural heart ; it receiveth 
it not. Man is a proud as well as a depraved 
creature. He likes to be of importance 
himself. He loves sin ; and he, therefore, 
likes not that truth which makes him nothing, 
and condemns his sins — which strips him of 
all glory and boastii^, and restrsdns him in 
all sinful liberty. Hence the reluctance of 
men to make the truth the object of their 
regard, and to look to it as the only renovator 
of men. Men love not the truth, because they 
have pleasure in unrighteousness. Men 
may pretend many reasons for their hatred 
of the truth as it is in Jesus. But as has 
been strongly but truly said, in accounting 
for men’s dislike of the Word of God, “it is 
the tremendous power of its light. It is not 
the spots upon the sun’s disk, but it is the 
rising lustre of that glorious luminary as 
he pours his beams upon their deeds of dark- 
ness and of crime, that makes the robber 
and assassin skulk off with terror to his den.” 

As the truth is so valuable, let us labour to 
hold it fast. Let us pray that God’s Spirit 
may implant and cherish it in our hearts. If 
it alone can cure the miseries of our race, let 
us labour to promote it. It is often said, 
“ Great is the truth, and will prevail.” This 
is true in the promise and appointment of 
God. But no maxim, we believe, has ever 
been more abused. Too many think, and 
speak, and act, as if it would prevail whether 
men hear it, or whether they forbear ; whe- 
ther they aid, or whether they oppose it. 
This is a manifest delusion. It will prevail 
only w'hen God disposes the hearts of men 
to receive it, to give it their aid and their 
support. Oftentimes have the opposition and 
persecution of men exterminated both it and 
Its professors. If it prevail, it will be to the 
confusion of its enemies. Let us beware 
that w'e do nothing “ against the truth,” but 
every thing “ for the truth.” 


THE DUTY OF TAKING HOLD OF GOD; 

A SERMON, 

By the Rev. W. MACKENZIE. 

Minister of Comrie. 


jtAere is none that stirreth up himself to take hold of Mee.”— Isaiah Ixiv. 7. 

Prophet gave utterance to the | and the love of many waxed cold, and judg- 
in our context at a time, and in re- I menls were increasing. The whole w orld 
msec to a period when iniquity abounded, • lay asleep in the w icked one, and the testi- 
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mony of the church was almost silenced. 
Thick darkness covered the earth, and the 
lamp of God was going out in the temple. 
The nations were all enemies to God, and 
the Jews were forgetting and forsaking him. 
God was then, as now, hiding his face from 
his church, and consuming them, because of 
their iniquities. And the most gloomy sign 
of all was, that none perceived all this, and 
no one stirred up himself to take hold of God. 
Although poor, and wretched, and miser- 
able and blind, and naked, they were say- 
ing, “ We are rich and increased in goods, 
and have need of nothing.” Although de- 
struction was coming upon them, they were 
crying. Peace, peace. And except Isaiah, 
Hosea, Micab, and a few other godly men, 
had been in the church ; “ except the Lord 
of Hosts had left unto them a very small rem- 
nant, they would have been as Sodom, and 
should have been like unto Gomorrah;” 
have been dead in sins, and ripe for de- 
struction. 

Knowing that “ vain was the help of 
man,” the Prophet set his face to seek the 
Lord, and take hold of him by prayer and 
intercession. Verse 1. “On that thou 
W'ouldest rend the heavens, that thou would- 
est come down !” He knew that God at- 
tended to his own people : “ Thou meetest 
bim that rejoiceth (in thee) and workoth 
righteousness ; those that remember thee in 
thy ways;” and that the “prayer of a right- 
eous man availeth much and this induced 
him to “stir up himself to take hold of God,” 
and to draw dow n his gracious presence to 
his church. But his spirit was grieved and 
distressed at the state of the professed peo- 
ple of God in that generation : “ But we 

are all as an unclean thing, and all our ! 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags ; and we 
all do fade as a leaf ; and our iniquities, like 
the wind, have taken us away. And there 
is^ none that calleth upon thy name, that 
stirreth up himself to take hold of thee.” 

There was tljsm little public acknowledg- 
ment of God ; but this evil w'as aggravated ^ 
and rendered more hopeless to the mind of*! 
the Prophet by the w^ant of any eminent 
instances of individual zeal and devoted- 
ness. The complaint in our text is not, 
that no congregation, no city, no nation, 
stirreth up themselves to seek God, but that ! 
none “ stirreth up himself to take hold of . 
thee.” ^ ‘ 

There being too much reason to utter the 
same complaint in our own times and of our 
own church, let us consider, with earnest | 


desires for the concurring agency of God*s 
spirit, what is implied in ** taking hold of 
God.” 

Far more is implied in this duty than, in 
this day of small things amongst us, speaker 
can explain or hearers understand ; but W'e 
may point out three of the most obvious 
exercises of soul implied in it. 

I. It implies to take hold of God in the 

exercise of saving faith. Expressions almost 
the same occur m this sense in two other 
parts of Isaiah. “ Let him take hold of 
my strength, that he may make peace with 
me; and he shall make peace with me.*’ Is. 
xxvii. 5. ” The sons of the stranger, that 

join themselves to the Lord, to serve him, 
and take hold of my covenant.*’ Is. Ivi. 6. 
To take hold of God, to take hold of his 
strength, to take hold of his covenant, to 
join ourselves to him, all imply the one act 
of a sinner taking bold of Christ, or of God 
in Christ in the exercise of saving faith. 
This is done at the day of effectual calling, 
and conversion, and quickening from spiri- 
tual death, when the strait gate is entered, 
when the withered hand of faith is first 
stretched forth to take hold of the Mcrli 'tnr 
of the covenant of grace with all his fulness 
and in all his offices. The soul having been 
then apprehended by the Holy Spirit, is 
morally enabled to apprehend or take bold 
of Christ, and in him of the Father with all 
his love and grace. 

But this first and essential exercise of 
saving faith is not what is principally re- 
ferred to in our text. The Prophet does 
not complain that there were then no con- 
verted persons. Undoubtedly there were 
some. Seven thousand w ere in the days of 
ElijahTn Israel. But he complmns, that of 
those who had taken hold of God’s cove- 
nant for salvation to their ow'n souls, no oue 
W'as stirring up himself to take hold of God ; 
and he regards this as the worst and mos: 
fearful sign that God had hidden his face 
from the church, and was consuming them 
because of their iniquities. There is, 
then, a 

II. Second and a farther exercise implied 
in taking hold of God, one w hich true be- 
lievers alone can eng^e in, and one in which 
they may be very deficient. This exercise 
is mluded to by the apostle Paul, ih Phil, 
iii. 12, where he says of himself, “ Not as 
though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect ; but I follow aftei*, if that 
I may apprehend that for which. I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus.” The Greek 
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the Bebrew word in our text tran^ted 
taks hold of* Paul had long ago tftkon hold 
of Christ by saving faith, when Chriat had 
laheo hold of bHa by his converting Spirit; 
hut tar from reetwg satisfied with tins, he 
wee following after; he was stirring up him- 
self to take hold of that for which he was 
taken hold of by Christ Jesus. Paul sought 
not only to win Christ, but ;dso to be con- 
ftaroied to him ; not only to be justified, but 
idso to be sanctified. And, therefore, we 
isfer, that the second exercise implied In 
Utkina hold of God, is to apprehend his 
aAoral imagev This is done in the process 
and work ^ sanctification. It was for this 
end that the elect were predestinated, “ that 
they might be conformed to the image ©f 
his Sou for this end were they chosen, 
given to the Son, redeemed by bis precious 
blood, quickened from spiritual death, effec- 
tually called, engrafted into the true vine, 
planted in die Lord’s vineyard, made par- 
takers of the Holy Spirit, justified and 
adopted. All these privileges have been 
conferred upon them, in order that they may 
bring forth the fruits of holiness, and bear 
the holy beauteous and spiritual likeness of 
God. The believer advances in the divine 
image, by contemplating the character of 
God as revealed in his word and works, and 
especially in the person, w’ork, and cross of 
Christ, by mortifying indwelling sin, by 
strengthening the principles of the spiritual 
life, by denying the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, and by cleaving with full purpose of 
heart to the Lord Jesus Christ in all his 
offices and fulness. 

Those who are engaged in this exercise 
are blessings to the world and to the 
church, and are objects of complaccncy’to 
God. 

Scarce any thing beneath the sun is more 
beneficial to the world than humble, dili- 

f ent, Rowing, active, and eminent believers, 
t is they that prevent the world from com- 
idelely resembling hell : remove God’s peo- 
ple from the earth, and what will be left 
save the devil’s servants. Spiritual and holy 
persons are the salt of the earth, preserving 
It from corruption. They are the lights of 
the world, and the witnesses for God ; and 
the more salt of the grace and light of truth 
they possess, the more benefit will the 
world receive from them. 

To the church, also, judicious and ad- 
vanced believers are the greatest blessings. 
These, to use the Prophet’s similitude, are 


as the he-goats before ^ ftsdis,.^gtMBg 
them in the way, showing tbM the green 
pastures, shttnniiig dangers, wkhstandtng 
enemies and deceivers, helping the weaJt, 
opposing the unruly, encouraging the timid, 
and arousing the slothful. Even a true 
church destitute of these is like a school 
w'ltfiout teachers, a nadon without rulers, 
an army without leaders^ 

And unto God himself there seems to be 
nothing in this lower creation more pleasing 
than those mdividuais who have reached a 
high degree of sanctification, and attained 
much of his own moral likeness. He loves 
bis own image in bis Son with an eternal, 
infinite and unchangeable love. He cannot 
but love it, according to its measuie in his 
saints ; for he loveth righteousness. They 
are fair, l^auteous, lovely in his eyes, and 
he delighteth in contemplating them. ** To 
this man will 1 look, even to him that is of 
a broken and contrke spirit.” The Lord 
taketh pleasure in his saints. “ My dove, 
let me see thy countenance, let me bear 
thy voice ; for sweet is thy voice, and thy 
countenance is comely. Thouart beautiful 
as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun.** He in a manner 
takes deiiglit in displaying hts saints to 
the admiration of his angeh : Hast thou 
considered my servant Job, a perfect and 
an upright man, one that feareth God, and 
escheweth evil?” These holy, spiritual, 
humble persons are God’s friends oo earth ; 
** and they shall be mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts, in that day when 1 make up my 
jewels.” Mai. iii. 17. For the sake of these, 
bis friends, God spares wicked nations 
among whom they dwell, even as he w'oidd 
have spared Sodom had there been ten 
righteous persons found therein, and as he 
spared Jerusalem and Judah long for the 
sake of David bis servant. For their sakes 
he bestows manifold blessings ; as on Egypt 
for the sake of Joseph ; on the house of 
Obed-edoin for the sake of the ark ; on the 
■widow of Zarephath for the sake of Elijah ; 
and on Babylon for the sake of Daniel. 
In consistency with these, his usual deaL 
iflgs, he said to Jeremiah, “ Run ye to and 
fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see 
now, and know, and seek in the broad 
places thereof, if ye can find a man, if tliere 
be any that executeth judgment, that seek- 
eth the truth ; and 1 will pardon it.’* Jer, 
V. 1. How unspeakable a loss, then, to 
any church or nation, that there is iu it no 
one that is stirring up himself to take hold 
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of tlie divine image in progresave and emi- 
nent sanctification ! 

III. The third great exercise implied in 
taking hold of God is prayer — wrestling, 
importunate, pleading prayer. It is not 
every kind even of acceptable prayer that 
deserves the name of taking hold of Gocl. 
The Prophet speaks in the verse of our text 
of a ** calling upon his name” as if this were 
a lower exercise of prayer than taking hold 
of him. There is a taking of the kingdom 
of heaven by violence, and a striving to 
enter into the strait gate. And five ways may 
be mentioned in which a soul, through plead- 
ing prayer, taketh hold of God : 

1. By taking hold of or pleading his per- 
fections. 

This is of singular efficacy in obtaining his 
blessing and averting his judgments. A 
gracious soul thus takes hold of God, as did 
Jacob when he wrestled with the angel of 
Jehovah, and as a prince, had power with 
God and prevailed. It pleads, and, as it 
were, takes hold of his holiness, and pre- 
vails with him, to manifest and glorify his 
perfection ; pleads his grace, and prevails 
with him to be gracious j takes hold of his 
fsdthfulness, and obtains fulfilment of his 
promises ; takes hold of his strength, and 
prevails with him to do great and powerful 
works. It is a soul like this, having power 
as a prince with God, that has influence to 
draw down the Spirit on a church or land, 
and to avert spiritual and temporal judg- 
ments. To such the Lord says, “ Concern- 
ing the work of my hands command ye me.” 
Is. xlv. 11. These like Moses do stand in 
the breach to turn away the wrath of God. 
“ Therefore he said that he would destroy 
them, had not Moses his chosen stood in 
the breach, to turn away his wrath, lest be 
should destroy.” Ps. cvi. 23, And, there- 
fore, for want of such men, Isaiah in our 
text makes the same complaint as the Lord 
himself, in Ezekiel xxii. 30. “ And I sought 
for a man among them that should make up 
the hedge, and stand in the gap before me 
for the land, that I should not destroy it ; 
but I found none. Therefore have I poured 
cut mine indignation upon them.” 

God can do nothing contrary to his per- 
fections. All his actings are the immediate 
result of them. But it pleaseth him that 
his saints should plead his perfections, and, 
as it were, take hold of them in holy, hum- 
ble, fervent importunity. Some of his great- 
est deeds and manifestations of his perfec- 
tkmi upon earth have been performed in 


answer to the prayers and according to the 
pleadings of his praying people. Was ho 
ready to spare Sodom? It was in con- 
foiroity with the pleadings of Abraham, who 
took hold of his perfections, justice and 
righteousness. “ This be far from thee, 
Lord, to destroy the righteous with the 
wicked ; and that the righteous should be 
as the wicked, this be far from thee. Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right 
Gen. xviii. 25. Why did he spare Israel 
in the desert, after their idolatry and their 
rebellion upon the report of the spies ? Be- 
cause, as it is said, Moses would not suffer 
him to destroy them ; he took such hold of his 
perfections. Exod. xxxii. 9 — 14. Num. xiv. 
1 1 — ^20. Why did he restore Jerusalem after 
the seventy years* captivity ? In answerto the 
prayers of Daniel and the angel of the Lord, 
(Dan. ix. Zech. i. 12,) pleading the right- 
eousness, faithfulness and mercy of God. 
When did the Comforter first descend upon 
the Church ? When they were assembled 
for prayer. And wherefore was he sent the 
second time? In answer to the pleadings 
of the Apostles, that “ God would behold 
the threatenings of his enemies, and grant 
signs and wonders, to be done in the name 
of his holy child Jesus.” Those who in 
this manner have grace to take hold of God, 
are the pillars of a church, and the strength 
of a kingdom. 

2. The second way of taking hold of God 
in prayer is, to plead his relations to his 
Church and people, as Father, Creator, 
Preserver and Redeemer. 

It was this that the son who left his 
home, wasted his inheritance^ and reduced 
himself to misery, appealed to as his last 
and only hope. He had no merit, had for- 
feited all his filial rights, had become un- 
worthy of his Father*8 love. Yet still he 
was his Father. “ I will arise and go to my 
Father, and I will say unto him. Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and before 
thee ; and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son.” The paternal relation which was 
the last anchor of this sin-wrecked repro- 
bate, affords to the Church in her darkest, 
saddest, most backsliding and forsaken state, 
a mean of taking hold of God. After plead- 
ing and wrestling with his perfections, Isa. 
Ixiii. 15, with his heavenly Majesty, ” Look 
down from heaven ;** with his holiness and 
glory, “ and behold from the habitation of 
thy holiness and of thy glory ;** with his zeal 
and omnipotence, “ where is thy zeal and 
thy strength;** with his compassion and 
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inerey*"<iieso«ndiiig^of tby bowels and of thy 
metd^s towards me? are they restrained?" 
After lakmg this hold of the perfections of 
God» the Charch waxes more fervent and im- 
f>Oitaitate as the sense of misery and helpless- 
ness increaseth, and stirreth up herself to 
take yet a firmer grasp of the Lord, an<l to 
urge him by a yet more tender and prevail* 
ing argument. Verse 16. “ Doubtless thou 
art our Father, though Abraham be ignorant 
of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, 
O Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer; 
thy name is from everlasting.” And after 
mournfully describing her sad condition 
through sin and misery, arid earnestly en- 
treating extraordinary interpositions ofgrace 
in her behalf, and lamenting, as in our text, 
that none are duly impressed with their 
need of these, she again returns to the same 
plea. ** But now, O Lord, thou art our 
Father: we are the clay, and thou the 
potter; and we are all the work of thy hand. 
Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither 
remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we 
beseech thee, we are all thy people.” The 
weakest and sickliest infant in the hotise- 
bold of faith can use this argument wUh 
prevallitig effect. What parent can bt»ar 
umnoved the cry of his own offspring? 
** Can a woman forget her sucking child, that 
she should not have compassiofi on the son 
of her womb? yea, they may fof^t, yet 
wHl not 1 foi^et thee.” This argument 
(ouches a tender chord in the heart of the 
children of God. Do ye thus requite the 
Lord, O foolish people and unwise ? Is he 
not thy Father that hath bought thee ? The 
Lord hath nourished and brought up chil- 
dren, and they have rebelled against him.” 
^ no other way can a firmer hold be taken 
<» the heart of the Lord. ** Is Ephraim ray 
dear son ? is he a pleasant child ? for since I 
spoke against him, I do earnestly remember 
him still ; therefore my bowels are troubled 
for bim ; I will surely have mercy upon 
him, sailh the Lord.” And it is when the 
heart of the Lord and the hearts of his 
people are knh together by the awakening 
of paternal and filial love, that ” they shall 
come with weeping, and with sup])licatk>t)s 
shall I lead them: I will cause them to 
walk by the rivers of w ater in a straight way, 
wherein they shall not stumble ; ibr I am 
a Father unto Israel, and Ephraim is my 
first-born,” 

3. A third way of taking hold of God in 
prayer is, to plead h» prooHses, declarations 
and engagemeBts. 


A saving hold of the covoRant of gracs 
secures personal deliveraneo from hell. 
Eminent attainments in sanctification adorn 
the Gospel, lM*autify and draw down bene- 
fits on the Church, and do exceedingly 
increase the temporal and eternal blessed- 
ness of tl>eir possessors. The holy and 
unsearchable perfections of God may be 
most glorified in doing what they are pleaded 
against. And the paternal love of the 
Father may bring believers, his children, 
and the church, his family, thrmufh times 
and scenes of deepest afiliction, gp-ioving his 
own heart, w'ouiiding them severely, and 
occasion ii>g cries, and tears, and prayers, 
and pleadings of bitterest intenseness and 
a«^oi»y, as w hen it w as uttered, “ Fatlier, if 
it be possible, h’t this cup pass from me ! 
My Gpd, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” 

But the promises of God afford not only 
a finn hold upon him for great blessings to 
the pleader and the church, hut they also 
direct and encourage believers to take hold 
of special and definite blessings, and not to 
let the Lord go until he grant them. It 
w'as thus that Jacob wrestled w'ith God and 
prevailed. He hatl not only a perfection 
to plead, as Abraham took bold of God's 
justice in behalf of Sodom ; nor bad he only 
the relationship between God and bim as 
Eliezer pleaded in the city of Nabor, but 
he had also u special and definite promise, 
which it w'ould be inconsistent with God’s 
veracity and faithfulness not to fulfil to the 
very letter, a promise recorded in Genesis 
itxviii. 15. ** And, behold, I am with thee, 
and will keep thee in all places whither thou 
goest, and will bring thee again into this 
land ; for I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that w hich 1 have spoken to thee of.” 
And pleaded in xxxti. 1 1, 12. “ Deliver me, 

1 pray thcc, from the hand of my brotlier, 
from the hand of Esau : for I fear him, lest 
he will come and smite me, and the mother 
with the children. And thon saidst, 1 will 
surely do thee good, and make thy seed us 
the sand of the sea, which cannot he rwmi- 
bered for multitude.” It was thus Jacob 
pleaded, and wrestled, and be prevailed. 
For Esau, deprived of lurthright and bless- 
ing, a corapHnion of the ungodly, and cap- 
tain of 400 men, ran to meet him, and 
embraced him, and fed on his neck and 
kissed him; and they we|)t. What hath 
fiot the Lord prombefi to do for his Church ? 
What wonders, what apparent tmimwuhiHties 
will he not effect for those who by Ikilb up- 
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and bj wreetlingf and prayer plead 
18 pramises, and piit his faith^ness to the 
test ! There are absolute promises m the 
Gospel made to sinners as such. Stout- 
hearted, without money, miserable and 
self-destroyed, the vilest of the vile may 
plead these w ith good hope of lieiog heard. 
There are promises to children of God, 
suited to every possible state and frame 
they may be in. The Father only waits to 
bo put in mind of them. The infinite ful- 
ness of Gospel grace is kept ready to be 
dispensed to every soul that bringeth a pro- 
missory note in the hand of faith, raised up 
in pleading prayer; the poorest believer, in 
virtue of the infinite sufficiency of his cau- 
tioner and surety, has unbounded credit in 
the treasury of heaven ; the promises are 
the keys that open every door in the 
Church’s storehouse. But except they be 
pleaded, can w'e expect them to be per- 
formed ? “ Put me in remembrance, saith 

the Lord ; let us plead together ; declare 
thou that thou maycst be justified.” ** For 
all these things” promised, u c. a new' heart, 
the effusion of the Spirit, the complete 
establishment and glory of the Church, “ I 
the Lord have spoken it, and 1 will do it. 
Thus saith the Lord God, I will yet be 
inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for 
them,” The promises are given by the Fa- 
ther to the Son for the behoof of his Church. 
They aie purchased by the precious blood 
of Christ ; they are confirmed by the oath 
of God ; they shall be fulfilled in every jot 
and tittle ; they shall be abundantly fulfilled 
in the gracious experience of every believer 
who is by the Sfurit stirred up to trust and 
to plead them ; the faithfulness of God to 
his promises is the shield and buckler of his 
saints. And when a day of evil coineth, 
defenceless is the soul, the congregation, 
the nation in whose behalf none stirreth up 
himself to plead the promises, and for whom 
no shield of faith, or buckler of divine faith- 
fulness is lifted up to slay the enemy and 
the avenger. 

4. A fourth way of taking hold of God 
in prayer is, to plead his past dealings. 

Thou hast done so in times past, and to 
others ; and to us, therefore, do so now. 
Thou hast begun a good work in my soul ; 
carry it on. Thou hast delivered thy Church 
and people of old ; do it now. Thou hast 
shamed and confounded thine enemies, when 
their pride and their might were at the 
highest ; shame and confound them now. 
Thou bast planted a vine in our land \ look 


down from heaven ; revive and quicken tide 
thy vine. We may fail in the right inter- 
pretation of an unfulfilled promise, and, 
herefore, plead it amiss, and expect what 
ihall not be given ; but the past dealings of 
God are easily understood, and afford a 
pledge that he will do the same in all similar 
:ircuinstances. The Church doth in this 
manner take hold of God in Isaiah li. 9. 

“ Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm 
of the Lord : awake, as in the ancient days, 
in the generations of old. Art thou not it 
that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the 
dragon ?” And from w hat the Lord hath 
done of old, the Church is assured that he 
w'ill complete his work, and perfect grace 
in glory. Verse 11. “Therefore the re- 
deemed of the Lord shall return, and come 
with singing unto Zion ; and everlasting joy 
shall be upon their head : they shall obtain 
gladness and joy ; and sorrow and mourning 
hall flee away.” 

When Nehemiab stirred up himself to 
take hold of God, and to bring him to hw 
church and people, he not only pleaded a 
promise, but also aj^ealed to his past deal- 
ings. “ Remember, I beseech thee, the 
w'ord that tlmu commandedst thy servant 
Moses, saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter 
you abroad among the nations : but if ye 
turn unto me, and keep my commandments, 
and do them, though there were of you cast 
out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, 
yet will I gather them from thence, and will 
bring them unto the place that lhave chosen 
to set my name there.” And having thus 
taken hold of a promise, he then pleaded the 
covenant relation, and the past dealings of 
God. “ Now' these are thy servants and 
thy people, w hom thou hast redeemed by thy 
great power, and by thy strong hand.” 
Neh. i. 8 — 10. And the solemn prayer 
in the ix. chap, of Neheraiah at the fast 
and humiliation, is almost wholly occupied 
in pleading with the Lord from his past 
dealings and mercies. 

There are many w'ays of taking hold of 
God, which the saints in Scripture employed 
with acceptance and success, and which 
most exercised souls do, perhaps, in some 
measure understand, but which, alas I in 
this day of small things in the visible church 
are little understood, and less employed. 

We must hasten to conclude, by adverting 
to a 

5th w'ay of taking hold of God, which is 
the way that the spirit of conviction brings 
a sinner to, after driving him from the last 
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refuge of lies ; and which the Church has It was thus that the Syropbenician woman 
reooiurse to when the Lord seemeth to have whose faith is commended to all generations, 
forgottma to be gradious, and to cover him* took hold of the Lord. It was this state of 
se^wfth a cloud, that his prayer pass not soul in her that made Jesus marvel, saying, 
through ; — acquiescing in the sovereignty^ ** O woman, g^eat is thy faith ; be it unto 
amf hohing to the unsearchable mercies of thee even as thou wilt.” Matt. xv. 22. 
Gorf. When all endeavours fail either to “ Truth, Lord ; but the dogs eat of the 
bring the Lord to our will, or to know what crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” 
his will is ; when a view of the unbelief even Thou wilt bestow all the blessings of the 
of our belief, of the guilt of our righteousness, everlasting coven^t upon thy chosen chil- 
and of our inability to take hold of God, dren ; and it is infinitely right that thou 
fills the soul with amazement and confusion ; shouldsl do so. We have no right to them ; 
when we are at extremity, and our “ power but are there not, as it were, some crumbs, 
quite gone, and none shut up or left,” it is some blessings of thy free grace and un- 
then wie duty of God’s people to “ be still, searchable mercy, which thou raayest be- 
and know that he is God,” to acquiesce in stow upon such dogs as we are in thy pre- 
hb will whatever it be, saying, with David, sence. 

It is the Lord, let him ao to me,” and to From what has been said, it appears how 
all, “what to him seemeth good ; let him lofty an exercise of soul it is to take hold 
do what he will with his own.” And with of God. How marvellous the thought. 
Job, “ Shall we receive good at the hand a worm of the dust to influence the thoughts 
of the Lord, and shall we not receive evil ?” and operations of the Almighty God I Well 
“ Nadced came I out of my mother’s w omb, might Abraham, when occupied in this 
and naked shall I return thither ; the Lord work, fall upon his face, and say, “ Behold 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the 
blessed be the name of the Lord.” A soul Lord, which am but dust and ashes. Oh I 
thus humbled, and thus lying under and let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak.” 
taking hold of the feet of God’s sovereignty, It is a w'ork too mighty for the feeble powers 
bereft of every plea and stay, and looking of man. No creature ever did or could 
only to free anci unsearchable mercy, is in accomplish it, except so far as strengthened 
the way of receiving every blessing. “ For by the Spirit, except the Lord took him up 
the Lord shall judge his people, and repent in his everlasting arms and enabled him to 
himself for his servants, w hen he seeth that put his hands on himself, and plead with him 
their power is gone, and that there is none . as a man pleadeth with his friend, or a cmld 
•hut up or left.” ' ' 1 with his father. 

(To be continued,) 
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“ And^ being ih an agony, he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground"' — Luke xxii. 44. 


Every step that we proceed in the his- 
tory of our blessed Saviour ^it becomes 
more interesting:: Whe» we read of his 
beinff bnm in a stable and laid in a manger, 
we mel disposed to pity the poverty of his 
parents which forced them to be contented 
with such mean accommodation. When, 
however, we perceive learned men, directed 
by heaven, coming from afar, presenting to 
him the richest offerings ana paying him 
the humblest homage, our conceptions of 
him are elevated ; and we conclude, that 
this is no common child, and that no com- 
mon destinies await Him, We are con- 
firmed in the opinion, when at twelve years 
of age he is introduced to our notice rea- 
soning with the wise and the learned, and 
discovering a vigour of intellect and an 
extent of information far superior to those 
who were much farther aavanced in life. 
We would willingly follow hipl into retirfe- 
ment and contemplate the vkt^ of his mkd 
as they gradually expanded. The sacred 
historian, however, has not conducted us 
into this scene, and we must be satisfed with 
believing diat eveiy diing amiable and ex- 
cellent in and in conduct w as beaiiti- 
foUy displayed in his character. The next 
investing situation in which we behold the 
Sill of God, is when he was baptod of 
John in Jordan, and w^ben a voice from the 
hdost excellent glory t^dfied of his Messiah- 
ship and the divinity of his mission. From 
diis peiiod we date the commencement of 
VoL V. — No, 167 


his public labours. Wherever he is, or 
however employed, we find him answering 
the description given of him by an ancient 
prophet : “ A man of sorrows, and acquaint^ 
ith grief.” In the passage now before* 
h is introduced to our notice as having 
arrived sufferings. 

After havm^^pttm^ne passover, and insti- 
tuted^ ^ ordinance w hich was to be ob- 
served, as a memorial of his death in all 
succeeding generations, attended by a few 
of 'his disciples, he. retired to the garden 
of Gethsemane, and, there ** being in an 
agony, he prayed more earnestly.” These 
words direct our attention, in the first place, 
to that agony which our Saviour endured ; 
and, in the second place, to the exercise in 
which he engaged whilst enduring it. In 
the sequel of this discourse, 1 shaU confine 
myself to the first of these. Let us then 
attend to that agony which our Lord is 
here represented as enduring. And, con- 
ceni^ it, I remark, 

IsL That it was di^uSy skvere. 

In the suffering of our Saviour we are 
furnished with a display of the noblest mag* 
panimity that ever adorned the page of his- 
to^. The patience with which he submit- 
ted to want, the meekness with which Ae 
bore insuk,and the calm dignity with which 
he endured corporeal pain, shed a lustre 
ariHm4 his character, and proclaim nim to 
be domdedW ^superior to the bravest of 
mortals, when bun^ and thirsty, when 
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i^ulted Iiy tlie jiopulace, when erowned 
with titottts* when bleeding under the 
seouriter when bettring hU cross — the forti- 
tude whh^h he displayed was such as would 
have Induced us to believe that no eircum- 
itance whatever could have bent the energy 
nf his soul, or wrung from him the language 
of complaint. When, therefore, we view 
liis conduct in the garden, we can account 
for it only by the excruciating anguish which 
he was doomed to feel. 

The circuinstances mentioned by the 
sacred historian, in reference to this event, 
while they finely mark the progress of our 
Saviour's, agony, likewise depict in the live- 
liest colouring its awful severity. He took 
with him, we are informed," some of his dis- 
ciples, and they witnessed the dreadful 
scene. The presence of friends, whose 
good we consult anti whose respect we 
cultivate, has a powerful tendency to repress 
those ebuUitiona Which a paroxysm of pain 
naturally produces. In the company of 
others w'o struggle with feelings which 
would overpower us were we alone ; in the 
company of otiiers we bear torture and pain 
in silence, which, were there no eye upon 
ns, would be interrupted with groans and 
with cries. But the presence of bis dish 
ciples had no itiduenoe on their Lord. In 
their sight he fell prostrate on the ground, 
and, in the bittev anguish of his grief* be 
implored the interposition of his It 

must have been no common degree of suffer- 
ing that caused tlieir Master thus< to^aet in 
the presence of disciples who bad been 
taugnt to revere bkn, and to contemplate his 
eoimuct in the hour of suibring as the 
noblest model on wbiek thehra ooisld be 

The agony of our Lord* thou^ severe 
at its commencemefiti inereased|dreadfh{M 
is its progress. “ He began/’ says one ot 
tW saeref histmpiaas* “ tabe amaxi^ and to 
be heavy ;** he kneeled and prayed ; ho r©- 
tumedand roused^M* drowsy disciples ; and, 
after exhorting them to he appears 

to have been lamo powerfully agitated. 
The storm rose in viomneo, an^ beat upon 
Jto i^awful (fury. Bnrkig tl^ second stage 
of bis agony, a mesien^er from heav^ ap- 
Pj^red to strengthen him. Trouble is often 
' midgai ed by sympathy. This has a^po wet- 
fai ten<iency to biuush^a seuse of pain from 
t&e imnd* and vthis. tendency- is increased^iti 
to the asiistaaoe and eonsokttosu 
a who kindly- ^mapathixe , vdthm 
of ‘ Had 


I disciples stepped foiwaid and dndeavonvbd 
[ to comfort their Lord, it might have tend^ 
to assuasre the bitterness of hisuiigpish ; but 
a more powerful agent is employed for the 
purpose: one of those pure intelUgehces 
who minister before the throne of God is 
sent to impart comfort and strength to the 
agonized Jesus. And, doubtless, his ap- 
pearance was not in vain. But even the 
presence of an angel could not avert the 
descending storm ; and whatever comfort he 
might communicate to the sufferer, yet the 
agony still increased itr violence and seve- 
rity ; for, even after the appearance of the 
angel, his “ sweat was ^ as it were great 
drops of blood falling to the ground/' 

- Anguish of mind is always more severe 
than the pain which is produced by mere 
bodily suffering. The most exquisite tor- 
ture has been endured without a groan. 
Whilst every limb and joint have been put 
to the rack, men of magnanimity have borne 
these throes with patience and in silence, 
braving the cruelty of their tormentors and 
nobly triumphing over all the tortures which 
they could employ ; but had these very 
men been doomed to feel mental anguish in 
some of its higher degrees, they would bawe 
been convulsed— -they w'ould have groaned 
and expired. It was an extraordinary agony 
of mind which our Saviour now endurcid^ 
and It produced extraordinary effects : “ Hie 
sweat was as it were greatdrops. of; blood 
fallin|^ to the ground.” ( It is impoaaiblej^l 
describe the severity of that agony wbmb j 
was attended with such terrible symptoauu i 
In tiie cool of the evening, io^the opon ait; ^ 
kneeling on< the ^ound, hia body ww | 
covered with a Uoody perspiration, \vhkh . 
oozed from all its pores. | His aufferingfWM^ 
at its height. The predtotion .woe aeceiae^ 
plished : “ He was poured i out like waterr. 
all his bones were out' of jesht '; bis) boost 
like wax ; it was melted/m the niidsibof 
his bowels.” The awful grandeur, of tile 
scene wa» not sufficient to keep the dbeiplss 
awake ; but it wat^ vlew^ed with wonder by 
angels* and the result of it was contem ' 
by them with anxiety. The pioMO 
meditates upon it with no common t 
of iutesest ; aiwl whilst the Sen of God is 
thus agitatcMi atiidt agoAvaed^ i^ ' nw 
iacmiroe^ whattf was- the eanro ^ snak 
ordiwy; 

This lends me 

That ibisagtny was produeed 
WHilh * A 

to some unknosiii l 
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earn tb^se parte of Hunran conduct M*bwfa 
wMety differ' from * the gUufiral feeiior of life, 
and ^rhieh cannot be recounted for on the 
conwnon principles of wtion. When we 
perceWe an individual either in prosperity 
or ltd versity mauitaining a uni form equani- 
mity, and only in one or two instances un- 
'• commonly elevated or uncommonly de- 
pressed, the conclosion which we imme- 
idiately form is, that there is some cause in 
! operation either entirely new, or else to 
i sach a degree as it never previously affected 
the mind. When we take a full view of the 
conduct of our Saviour during his afflicted 
life, we cannot fail to admire the virtues 
which he displayed. His firmness of mind, 

' his patience and resignation, his gentleness 
and mildness under the sufferings he was 
called to endure, form a lovely moral pic- 
tare on which angels may delight to gaze. 
In the life of the Saviour, however, there 
are two instances which occur where the 
agitation Of his mind rose to such a height, 
a^d produced such effects as were totally 
incompatible with liis usual calmness and 
equanimity. One of these is recorded in 
the passage now before us : “ And, being in 
an^gony, he prayed more earnestly : and 
his . sweat was its it were great ’<irops of 
blood falling down to the ground.** The 
mind dwells on this scene with intense in- 
terest; and whilst we perceive that Jesus, 
whose mind Remained firm in many a for- 
mer triei, convulsed with suffering, mid filled 
with taror uttd amazement, we are anxious 
to investigate the cause of sud^ terrible 

When we consult the inspired volume, 
the only source whence we must derive our 
information on this interesting subject, we 
are ibM of a cause every way adequate to 
produce this agony which Jesus endured. 
This is the wraui of God., It was predicted 
hy ancient prophdte, that the “ Lord was 
jpicased to ‘bruise hte Son, and to put him 
to griep* Proceeding on this hist; ^ in- 
spired Apostfe informs os, tliat Christ was 
**Tnado a cu*%C for os.** This eutec w*as 
visible in his birth. It fellowed iriin close 
through every scene of his humiliation ; it 
was dreadfully displayed m that agony 
w^ich we are now considering. It is nere 
thatt wC are fiimkhed with a practietd tower 
to the inquiries of the Prophet : *** Who is 
tSfis that cometh feom Edom, with dyed gar- 
arentsfe^ Bozrah ? this that is gloripus in 


apparel, and thy ^garments like him \tb«t 
treadeth^in the wine*fat? 

It is in Vain that the enemies of the truth 
endeavour to uccoiintfor t^ agony on any 
other principle. Do they inform us that it 
was produced by the agency of iu&Mal^ 
spirits ? In that ^htwr of darkness we are 
willing to allow, that ‘the . pov ers of hell 
combined their forces and assaulted the 
Son of God with air their strength and in 
all tlieir fury; but we cannot alloH' that 
their rage alOne could produce such a vio- 
lent contiilsion of body, such a frightful 
agony of mind. They had previously tried 
their strength, but they were foiled by the 
object of their hate. On the ahmld of faith 
he received their fiery darts, asid in the 
keenest of the contest he displayed a calm- 
ness and a digni ty which stamped his cha- 
racter with infinite superiority, T he con- 
test, it may be said, was more severe than 
at any former period. We willingly grant 
it ; but we would ask, is it possible that he 
who shmved suefit superiority over these 
enefnies st one time should be made to 
quail a.t another under any power which 
they could bring against him ? Is it urged 
that the prospect of torture and of death, 
whioh was immediately before him, appalled 
his heart, filled him with terror, and- agon- 
ized his whole frame ? O ye pretended 
admirers of the heroism of him who came, 
as ye say, to enlighten man, and^ to set the 
world an exam pletof fortitude under suffeir 
ing! ‘^wby will ye divest him even of this 
quality, and degrade him beneath men who 
barve been the boast of Grecian and of 
Roman story; for, in comparison of thesq 
on your principles, he is corapletely ecHped, 
anci that Jesus whom ye profess to admire; 
shrinks feom ilis^ whicfh many have nobly 
braved? ' 

The circumstances of the case evidently 
prove that there was some dreadful cause 
aperating dn all its force. In the garden Of 
‘Gethsemawie, Jesus was far removed feom" 
evei^ visitde caaue of sofftriiw. He had 
pevrously fbrrified his own mrod aavd 
minds of his disciples, by the emteen^hdion . 
of the^suhlitnes t truths. Me' hod J«tet heea 
engaged in piay€r Wdjhri» %iw:0^ soothed 
the sorrows of tbo ^ Every 

ckcumstantre wotdd luii^ us to oonclude 
that hb mind ^ wo^d hepKete than toidly 
cahni ‘ The quet^bn^hen recurs, Wh v wM 
he agoife^ m Ouch ciroumstaticesias these? 

iio convul- 
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; sive throe agitated his frame, when crownec 
: scoui^ed and bafeted, 

the cross on which he was 
aopfi to suffer, Why, then, are such effects 
profimd in this scene of retirement? Con- 
laSt^jr necessitates us to ascribe these to 
-a sense of the divine wrath wherewith he 
ffUed. When we have proceeded thus 
however, in ascribing the agony of 
Jesus to the wrath of God, our inquiries do 
not stop. We do not account for the cir- 
cumstances in which we find him placed. 
A question here forcibly occurs to the mind. 
How comes it that the wrath of God was 
thus poured out on his only begotten Son ? 

This leads us forward to tha 
Ramarfci 

that the imputed^gullt of 
an elect world was its procuring cause. 

When we examine the pomises and the 
predictions concerning the Son of God, 
there is one prominent idea which invariably 
presents itself to our minds — that whilst he 
was doomed to be a sufferer, the guilt for 
which he suffered was not his own. Upon 
the supposition of this fact, or rather to give 
it that prominence which it deserves, the 
whole of that ancient scenic representation 
of the Gospel proceeds. And whilst inno- 
cent victims bled as the supposed substi- 
tutes of sinful man, prophets appointed by 
God pointed to the coming Messiah, and 
descriWd Urn as one who ** was despised and 
Tfgected of men, a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with ^ef but as one on whom 
God had laid the iniquities of us all, w'ho 
was to be bruised for our iniquities and 
wounded for our transgressions, who was to 
be cfa^tised for our peace, and by whose 
stripes we were to be healed. The same 
truths were taught by inspired man under 
the New Testament disj^nsation. They 
lead us to view Christ as suffering the just 
for the upjust, and describe him as our 
Passover sacrificed for us— they all proceed 
m the substitution of Christ in our room, 

^ If this truth be allo wed it leads us a step 
forwd; for the idea of substitution nece^ 
sarily Implies the imputation of the guUt of 
the original offender to the person substi- 
tuted. It has, indeed, been objected to this 
dpctrine, that it is neither proper nor just 
that one person should be substituted in 
the room another. That no man has a 
)i^ht to give his life for another ; and that 
1^: legiriator can possibly accept of the life ; 

dtte as an expiation for & crimes of 


another, we most readily admit. We can- 
not, however, in this instance reason from 
analogy. The Most High can exercise a 
right which belongs not to man. The 
theory of the Scriptures on this subject, 
when viewed in all its parts, is most beauti- 
ful and consistent. We are informed that 
he Substitute is every way the equal of the 
divine Legislator; and what, therefore, it is 
just in God to give, it is just in God to 
accept. 

Every view which wfe take of this subject 
confirms the statements which we have now 
made, and leads us to consider the guilt 
and the sins of men as the procuring cause 
if that agony which Jesus endured. Even 
ly those who deny this truth, the innocence 
)f the Redeemer will not be called in ques- 
tion. They will, and they must allow, that 
he was holy, harmless, and separate from sin- 
ners. How, then, do they account for his 
iufferings ? They could not possibly bo for 
is own sins. M^y, then, does he wander 
n outcast as it were from his own native 
heaven? why does reproach lift up hef 
■^oice against him? why does poverty lay 
ler cold hand upon him ? why are the vials 
if divine wrath poured on his devoted head ? 
iVe cannoj, no, w'e cannot account for these 
hings on any other principle than by ad- 
nitting that he stood forth tne Substitute of 
man, bare their sins, and endured the foil 
execution of the sentence against them. 
On any other principle we do not hesitate 
.0 assert, that the agony of Christ presents 
i phenomenon in the moral world which 
annihilatds the justic^f God, and which 
lolds him up as a~4yrant whose power is 
fxerted for tne destruction of virtue, and to 
whose ear the groans extracted from suffer- 
ing uinocence is the softest, the sweetest 
music. 

Let us contemplate, ; 

4thly. The grand design of this ag<^y. ;) 

We reason concerning the greatness ; 0 f 
any design from the prapiMratimis which are 
made, and the means employed 

for its accomplishment. look at 

the predictions w'hich were the 

promises which w^ere given by the Most 
High ; when we peroeive a rdiglousdispeh- 
lation established; when we arc called to 
dew every event which occurred for many a 
revolvit^ age ; w^hen we contemplate all as 
^erigi^ to prepare the way for bringing 
i^«toheobject,weformthe conclusion, that 
it must be cff no. 





viiftw Soa al (M 

aad 4/% to'^Mipiiali iy« 
iaiaicat iMdla^pcrrtMae M esti*. 

nifaioii. Ti^ ocmcikiskm vliiok vra Ibna 
frm t^esa o^timst|U>co» k eorrect. The 
agaaiF of Jesiiis wai Weaded to aecotaplkh 
a dtiijTi Bkoro gF^ad, didieolt, aad coble in 
itsolC and nsore g^scious to God in its con- 
eeawices, tban evoa tha foraiatioD of the 
umverae. Thk dou|^ was the renofatkm 
of the iBOffd woM. 

The Scriptures of trudh represent man as 
mexally depraved, and they aceoimt for the 
feet on the jprinei^e of hjs having vkdated 
the law of uod, and ineurred the curse by 
which it waa aanctioiied. In this situation 
he BU|^ht have been left to {^rish, and no 
refiecnoo whatever could possibly be cast on 
the dlvtae character. As the righteous judge, 
God might have executed the sentence ; as 
the merciful Father he determined to pardon 
and to save : “ For God so loved the world, 
that he sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that whosoever believeth on him 
might not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
The obedi^ce of his Son unto the death 
was the means by which bis gracious deigns 
were to be accomplished. In proof of this 
we have iJready advanced two very impor- 
tant steps; fer if we have shown that the 
divine wrath was the cause of the agony of 
Christ, and that this wrath was poured out 
upon him because of the sins of his people 
which were laid to his charge* the conclu- 
uon is obvious, that the sentence being 
executed on the surety, the violated law of 
God has no further claim against the origi- 
nal offender. 

But Wus this agony of Christ, combbed 
withhis other sufferings and his death, a suffi- 
cient recompense to divine justice for the 
dishoaoM which it had suffered by ^ ? It 
wa% ^hou eatest thereof 

thoii;j|1i^8urely die,” was the threatening 
of God. This threatening was executed on 
Ae Sa^oQT; and, being enable of beanng 
it, on him all |he fury of divine justice was 
spent. We follow the Son of God from 
tne garden to the cross. We see him bow 
his bead* and hei^ him exefeim, **lt is 
iimshed T The scene is closed; a new one 
opens to our view ; God is reconciled to 
man; "mercy and truth meet together; 
righteps^^ dnd peace kiss each other.** 
Bvpry j^pf the ntoverse icpechoes the glad 
notes ^ibbr aong of praise# “ Gloiy to God 


k ti» l%hei[t ; peabe on eartk and gpo4» 
will towards 

The snidest wrlueh We have now been 
eottitdeHflg Ihniiehes ns with much nsefel 
hiiWrtieition. 

ll exhtbi to to ns dto love ol God. ^XoTe\ 
has eH been the theme of the poet’s &cn^, I 
The desoriplkim which they have given of ] 
its iiBtore are heautifed, aed ka effeets^lki^ i 
have paiBted in language the most I 

and glowing. In the present depraved stole i 
of man, k>vc pure and nsalb^ed, dweii . 
not in hk breast. Though this be the caae^ ] 
yet there are examples of its effects on 
record which cannot fail to impress the 
min^it^an idea of its power ay p arky, j 
ButjwBit isTle puresroTihe m^t* mdest 
love that ever glowed In human bremt when 
compared with that k>ve which God has 
displaved for the fallen family of man ? ^ 
spared not lus own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all. Every part of the humbled 
suffering life of Jesus, fnroeUums the great- 
ness of the love of God. As the coIouts 
of the rainbow, however, are reflected the 
most brightly and lovely from the bosom of 
the blackest clotid, so tne love eff God to 
man beams forth most beautifully amidst 
the darkest scenery of the humiliation of 
hk Son, It k in Gethsemane and on 
Calvary that the sentiment of the beloved 
disciple is emblazoned in characters fair ajud 
eternal : " Herein, indeed, k love, not that 
we loved God, but that God loved us, and 
gave his Son to be a propitiation for our 
sins.** 

The subject which we have been con- 
sidering, illustrates the grace and conde- 
scension of the Saviour. Condescension is 
that species of benevolence which enhances 
every other by waving aU superior advan- 
tages. The man in whose bosom it resides 
k loved by his friends* aud esteemed by all. 
Condescension k gre;d in proportion to the 
elevated station \^ich we o^inall^ occu- 
pied, and the' degradarioB to Which we 
submit. In thk hght let us look at the 
condescension of the Son of God. He hadi 
a "glory with the ‘Father” before the woihi 
b^an,” infinitely more splendid than any 
creature, however noble hts todure* or ele- 
vated his rank- How, In these eircninstaiiv 
ces, had the ^ of G^ atoumed to nature 
of angek, it would hey been atosto eon- 
desewioa ; bat he toh upon himtolf the 
natme of maeu And bcto had Ito 
in the bighy iarPOuisWl 

tot 



78 


THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


minister to ease, enjoyment, and happiness, 
it might have been some alleviation ; out he 
took upon himself the form of a servant. 
Contemplate him while in our world, going 
about doing good, worn with toil, pressed 
with hunger, parched with thirst, without a 
home to wtelter him, or even a spot whereon 
to ky his head. Were you gouig to view 
a painting, you would choose that position 
from which its lights and shades, and the 
whole of its keeping appeared to best 
advantage. Would you view the conde- 
scension of the Saviour in all its interest 
and loveliness, job !j look at him when he is 
in an agony in the. garden, and when he 
gives up the ghost on the cross, for it is 
here that we discover the “grace of him 
who though he was rich, yet tor our sakes 
became poor, that we through his poverty 
might bo made rich.” 

In fine, the subject which we have been 
considering displays the evil nature of sin. 
The nature of any cause is known by the 
effects of which it is productive. When we 
contemplate the effects which sin has pro- 
duced, we must come to the conclusion, 
that it is the greatest evil which is to be 
found in the universe. It was sin w'hich 
was the cause of angels being expelled from 
the bliss and the brightness of heaven, and 


of their being consigned to the blackness of 
the regions of darkness and despair ; it was 
sin which was the cause of man’s banish- 
ment from paradise, I where “peace and 
purity commingled charms,*! and of his being 
loaded with a curse the most withering ; sin 
brought a deluge of waters on our earth 
which swept from its surface a whole gene- 
ration of human beings. In contemplating 
the ruined happiness of angels and of men, 
or in casting our eye over the wreck of a 
deluged w'orld, w'e remember the fearful 
nature of their crimes, and we acknowledge 
the justice of their doom ; but the Son of 
God was “holy, harmless, undefiled, the 
brightness of his Father’s gl >ry, the ex- 
press image of his person ;** and yet when 
the guilt of man was imputed to him he 
was ma(^e a curse, and* it pleased the Lord 
to bruise and to put him to grief. In the 
sufferings of the Saviour we have a display 
of the evil nature of sin, more hideous and 
fearful far than we could contemplate, w'ere 
the veil which covers the world to come 
removed, and were we permitted to perceive 
the wretchedness of those who quail | and 
writhe under the unmitigated eurse of omni- 
potence. May the Lord, the Spirit im- 
press these truths deeply upon our minds. 
Amen. 


THE DANGER OF COMING TO THE MARRIAGE-FEAST WITHOUT 
A WEDDING GARMENT; 

A SERMON, 

By the Rev, ANDREW GILMOUR, 

Greenock. 

“ And he was speechless -** — Matthew xxii, 12. 


In, the parable before us, the Saviour 
compares the free offers of the Gospel, and 
all its invaluable blessings, with a wedding- 
dinner, in all its royal abundance and rich 
variety, to which a king had invited his 
friends. But they refused to come. He 
overlooked {heir indifference, and forgave 
their insulting refusal. “ And he sent forth 
other servants, saying. Tell them who are 
bidden. Behold, I have prepared my din- 
ner : my oxen and my failings are killed,- 
and all things are ready ; come unto the 
marriap. But they made light of it, and 
went their w^ays, one to his farm, another to 
his merchandise ; and the rest took his ser- 
vants, and entreated them spitefully, and 
:id^w them.**^ In his anger, therefore, he 
view these wicked and unworthy men, coro- 
missic^d hk servants to go into the high- 


w^ays, and to bid every one whom they 
should find to the marriage-feast. These 
servants did as they were commanded ; for 
“ they gathered together as many as they 
coula find : and the wedding was furnished 
with guests. And when the king came in 
to see the guests, he saw there a man who 
had not on a wedding-garment : and he "said 
unto him. Friend, how earnest thou in hitler, 
not having a wedding-garmenf? And he 
was speechless.” 

In eastern countries it w'as, and still is 
the custom to wear long white robes at pub- 
lic festivals. And it was the highest insult 
that could be offered to the master of the 
feast to appear in any other. Even in our 
own country, when the king holds a levee, 
visitors are presented in full court dresses, 
prepared for the occasion. And to those 
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wbo are not so attired, the favour of pre- 
sentation would be denied by the lords in 
waiting. Throughout the kingdoms of the 
east, from whose manners the Saviour here 
borrows the figures of his allegory, such in- 
sulting disrespect to the master of the enter- 
tainment incurred not only resentment, but 
even the severest punishment. To this we 
find allusion made in the prophecies of 
Zephaniah, i. 7. “ Hold* thy peace,” savs 

he, “ at the presence of the Lord God : mr 
the day of the Lord is at hand ; for the Lord 
hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his 
guests. And it shall come to pass in the 
day of the Lord’s sacrifice, that I will punish 
the princes and the king’s children, and all 
such as are clothed with strange apparel.” 
This guest, therefore, “ held his peace,” 
when interrogated by the king, for he could 
not plead that he was ignorant of his coun- 
try’s usages. Neither could he urge, that, 
being called to the feast from the highways, 
he had no opportunity of borrowing a wed- 
ding-garment, or money to purchase one ; 
for it is likewise the custom for kings, and 
nobles, and great men in the east not only 
to make the feast, but also to provide w^ed- 
ding-garments for every guest that is in- 
vited. He might, therefore, have had one, 
by applying to the ruler of the feast, which 
was nis imperative duty ; and he ought not 
to have intruded himself among the guests 
without one. And of all this he seemed 
perfectly conscious, which made his con- 
duct the less excusable ; for, when he was 
asked why he had not put on the wedding- 
garment that w^as prepared for him, as w^ll 
as for the other guests, “ be was speech- 
less.” 

This beautiful parable represents in the 
most striking and simple language the offers 
of the Gospel that were made to the Jews. 
They were first invited to the feast. But 
preferring the emoluments of the world, and 
the ceremonial services of the Mosaic law, 
to the^ nches of Messiah’s kingdom, and 
the spiritual worship of the New Testament 
dispensation, they « made light” of the in- 
vitation, and refused- to come. They re- 
jected the gospel plan of man’s recovery, 
spurned at the doctrines of grace, killed the 
servants of God, stoned his prophets, and 
crucified his Son ! The commission is, 
therefore, extended to the Gentile world, 
and his ministers are commanded to preach 
the Gospel to every creature. They are 
commanded to invite all to come to the 
S iviour, that his w'edding may be furnished 
with guests. The Gentiles are here repre- i 


sented as accepting of the invitation, em* 
bracing the offers of mercy, and closing with 
a crucified Saviour upon hrs 5wn terms. To 
this there is, indeed, one exception in the 
parable. One is represented as accepting 
of the invitation, but as coming in his own 
righteousness, instead of accepting of the 
robe which Christ has prepared. He rejects 
“ the righteousness of God which is by faith 
of Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all them 
that believe.” Instead of putting on the 
spotless robe of Christ’s righteousness, and 
trusting in that for justification, and pardon, 
and sanctification, he appears at the mar- 
riage of the Lamb in the filthy rags of his 
own self-righteousness. And when ques- 
tioned by the king why jjie had r^ected the 
atonement, trusted in the deeds of the law, 
by which no flesh living can be justified; 
trampled upon the blood of Christ, and in- 
truded himself among the guests without 
the wedding-garment, which was prepared; 
his arrogance could sustain him no longer, 
he felt self-condemned, and “ he was speech- 
less.” 

God in his providence has often invited 
you by his servants to come to this feast. 
This day the invitation is renewed. We bid 
you to the marriage, and urge you to com- 
ply. But, remember, avoid thoi^fatal error 
of this speechless guest in the parable. You 
must not only come to Christ, but you must 
do so in the appointed manner. The blessings 
which the Gospel offers can alone prepare 
us for the marriage-feast. The wedding 
garment must be put on, which includes 
justification by faith in the righteousness 
of Christ, and sanctification by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. For tbis wedding-garment 
refers as much to holiness of heart as it does 
to justification. It is as true, that “ without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord,” as that 
without pardon no one shall enter heaven. 
‘The old man, with his deeds,” must be 
“ put oflP and “ the new man” must be 
“ put on,” which is “ created according to 
God in knowledge, in righteousness, and in 
true holiness.” The nghteousness of Christ 
alone can give us a title to Heaven, and the 
purifying grace of the Holy Spirit can alone 
prepare us for its happiness. And all who 
are found wanting in this respect shall be 
excluded from heaven. As this man was 
speechless, so will you, if you neglect to 
obtain the blessings that are so frankly and 
so freely ofiered to you in the Gospel. L 
you neglect the present day of your merci- 
ful visitation; if you live carelessly, merely 
because the world does so ; if you are 
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ashamed €^bcsiig re%ious ; If you ase mote 
afhidd df the jeers of the Tulgar, the laugh 
of ^ the mockery of the profaDe, 

tbaa you atu of the fierce wrath of ofTeoded 
heaven ; wg can only s&yyou may be so, 
and you may go on, preferring your own 
ludgmeets to the instructions of the Bible, 
and paying more regard to your fellow-raen 
than to God. But, remember, if you die 
widaout having any interest in the justifying 
and sanctifying righteousness of Christ, God 
wil put the same question to you that he 
put to the man in the parable, ** Friend, how 
tamest thou in hither, not having a wedding- 
garment?’* and however ably you may jus- 
ify your present indifference about religion, 
^our excuseitt will then utterly fail you, as 
•eftiges of lies ; you wul feel self-condemned, 
md you will remain speechless, because, 

1. You cannot say that the gospel plan 
)f man’s recovery is unw'orthy of your belief 
md acceptance, as rational and immortal 
3elngs. « 

We are aware, that, at the present day, 
here are many who consider religion as a 
?unningly-devised fable-— a fit instrument of 
ecclesiastical domination and of arbitrary 
political power, but as unworthy of the 
lerious attention of a philosophical mind, 
[n some instances, they condescend to allow j 
haJb its advocates are well-meaning and | 
larmlcss, though weak-minded men. But, 
n geiueral, they consider them as either 
rery ignorant or very designing, and that 
heur religion is nothing more than the as- 
lunaption of a grave exterior invented to 
iOVGT the more glaring defects of the mind.* 
Eaglc^yed in detecting their errors, they 
ire eloquent and efiecti ve in exposing them. 
Their persons and habits furnish materials for 
he bitter jest ; their religious scruples are 
ulneGtsof raillery ; and their conduct excites 
>oUi . merriment and wit. In short, they 
igree with our own wicked Charles, in say- 
ng, that religion is quite unfit for a gen- 
leman. 

When we meet with such men upon their 
•wn ground, and foil tUbm with their own 
reapons:, which ts by no means a very diflBi- 
uU task, they retreat behind entrenchments 
rhich they had not the skill to erect, and 
rhich they want capacity to retain. They 
Btire upon the ranks of iufidehty, defy the 
rmies of the living God, and demand a 
in^le-handed contest with the Goliaths of 
heir cause. Shielded by men who justly 
ccupy a commanding attitude in the great 


repuUic of letters, no aj^gument can ahakc 
the stubbornness of their cold and pnuoso^ 
phic pride ; no truth can affect the lifeless 
indifference of their absolute ignorance ; no 
entreaties can awaken them from their stupor 
of fatal self-complacency. But there is 
nothing so easy as to remain in ignorance of 
those evidences of Christianity which satisfy 
all who examiBe them, and under that igno- 
rance to scorn them. This is as easy as to 
quench the light of natural virtue by a course 
of profligacy, and to acquire a contempt of 
all goodness by familiarity with vice.’*' And 
it is a lamentable truth, that those men who 
are most honoured in the temple of infi- 
delity, have been the most profligate in the 
orgies of debauchery. In examining the 
evidences of our common faith, their minds 
were warped by prejudice, and pre-occu- 
pied by false theories, before their judg- 
ments had come to a determination. They 
were either inflated with conceit, and so 
wanted proper humility of spirit ; or were 
immoral, and consequently exerted every 
faculty to invent excuses. They were fully 
disposed to embrace, in contradiction to 
reason and evidence, every error that flat- 
tered their appetites and passions. Many 
of them were absolute buffoons, who sported 
with every thing sacred, and turned even 
the belief of a Deity into a jest ; or, they 
were lively and volatile, but superficial men, 
who had great literary information, and a 
desultory knowledge of the sciences, but 
with little solidity of understanding, and less 
acquaintance with nature. They were utter 
strangers to the genius of Christianity, en- 
tertained a rooted aversion to its ordinances, 
dwelt altogether upon its abuses, and re- 
jected it ijFom the aistortlons of its charac- 
ter and the vices of its advocates,*^ 

But if we are to judge of the goodness of 
a cause from the number of its illustrious 
adv^ocates, where shall we meet with learn- 
ing so profound, with genius so resplendent, 
and witn names so illustrious, as the innu- 
merabk defenders of our faith ? The liter- 
ature of Greece and of Rome, the reason- 
ings of the Lyceum, the eloquence of the 
academic grove, the philosophy of the 
schools, and all the boasted researches of 
modern infidelity, are but as the drop of the 
bucket, or the small dust in the balance. 
And were this the proper place and tioie, 
we should feel the highest satisfaction kl 
altering into the argument, which wouktso 
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triumphantly justify our adherence to the 
religion of Jesus, rather than to the mum- 
meries of an infidel philosophy. Nor are 
there wanting around us heads to think, and 
hearts to feel, the force of this argument, 
and appreciate its worth ; who could relish 
the institution of such a comparison, and 
sympathize with us in the proud triumphs 
ttat we feel, as we glory in the rock on 
wnich our living temple is built, and exult 
in the impregnable bulwarks of our Zion. 
But though w'e cannot with propriety enter 
upon this^extended field, we must be per- 
mitted to say, that the infidel was never 
more unfortunate than when he challenged 
us to meet with him on such grounds. Our 
religion seeks no concealment ; it dreads no 
assaults ; it fears no comparison. Indeed, 
if it w ill not stand the test of sober reason 
and of argument, it will not long have place 
in the w'orld among enlightened men. And 
those who shrink from such tests, and de- 
claim against such a scrutiny, only show 
their want of confidence in the cause w hich 
they profess to espouse.* The Brahmin 
with his Shaster, the I man with his Koran, 
and the Catholic with his priest, may have 
solid reasons for protecting ignorance and 
avoiding discussion ; but Christianity courts 
the light, and has nothing to apprehend 
from the most subtle, learned, and ingenious 
of its adversaries. It has gained fresh lustre 
from their discoveries ; and those sciences 
which, in their infancy, were supposed to 
threaten its very existence, have, in their 
advanced state, proved magazines to supply 
new’ proofs of its truth, and armouries to 
furnish new weapons for its defence.f 
If human testimony, then, is allowed to 
be any criterion of iaith, and certainly it 
ought in justice to be as admissible in favour 
of religion as in opposition to it, where shall 
we meet with names so illustrious as Pascal, 
Leibnitz, and Euler, the most profound 
mathematicians of any age ? Where shall 
we find men, in the ranks of infidelity, whom 
we could oppose to Haller, or Milton, or 
Blackstone, or Bacon, or Locke ? Is there 
a single mind, enlisted under the dark 
banners of unbelief ; or can their united 
intelligence, from the deistical Herbert to 
the heretical Rousseau, from the talented 
Shafiesbury to the subtle Hobbes, from the 
titled Bolingbroke to the philosophical 
Hume, from the sneering Gibbon to the 
atheistical Voltaire^ can one, or can all 

♦ Stuart’s Hebrews. 
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these men, supported by tne various tribes 
of modern sophists, who babble in society, 
or who swell the page of literary fame, can 
they cope, for a single moment, w ith the 
gigantic powers of a Newton? Possessing 
the finest capacities that ever distinguished 
the human mind, he entertained the pro- 
foundest regard for religion, and zealously 
devoted himself to its interests. Like 
David’s w’orthies, his arm is irresistible in 
battle, he breaks through opposing armies, 
and he brings us water from the well of 
Bethlehem ! The same splendid mind that 
abandoned the beaten paths of error, and 
destroyed prejudices in science, w’as equally 
capable of detecting fraud in religion, and 
of exposing defects in the evidences of re- 
velation. And yet this man was a Chris- 
tian ; he devoted much of his time to the 
study of the Bible ; and he confessed, the 
more he read the more decided w'as his per- 
suasion of its truth, and the greater was his 
admiration of its excellence. And this 
belief w’as founded on the most accurate 
researches into its history, the authenticity 
of its records, the completion of its prophe-* 
cies, the character of its evidences, ana the 
arguments of its adversaries.* 

All this should have its due weight with 
ou ; and although we cannot ask you to 
elieve in Christianity from this alone, yet 
it should have considerable influence on your 
minds, in deciding on that evidence which 
you cannot personally examine. And while 
the talented and the well-informed are able 
to read and to judge for themselves, it is 
our duty to state the results of our investi- 
gations to those who have neither leisure 
nor opportunity to engage in such extended 
researches. It must, then, be peculiarly 
gratifying to find, that there is a far greater 
preponderance of testimony, a far more 
splendid array of names in favour of our 
common faith, than in favour of those who 
swell the ranks of infidelity. This circum- 
stance should have its own importance with 
you, which is considerable. And when we 
turn our minds to that evidence, on which 
these illustrious and distinguished men came 
to such a conclusion, the testimony seems 
to us irresistible. It is complete in its na- 
ture, superabundant iri its quantity, perfect 
in its kind, and irresistible in its force ; al- 
though it no more presses itself upon the 
notice of the irreligious, than the magnifi- 
cence of the midnight sky constrains th% 
vulgar mass of mankind to adore the power 
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and inaji»sty of the Cron tor. The heavens 
deoUire the trlory of God, and the Hrinamont 
ghowotli forth fiis handy-work ; yet few read 
the grreat lessons of theoloLry that are in- 
scribed upon the skies. Tl«e evidences of 
Christianity, arnJ the brig^hter glories of the 
divine character, are spread over the page 
of revelation, and fewer still are found to 
erarnine and etnbrace the offers that are 
there.* But this will not excuse us on the 
judgment-day. Our relations to God are 
clearly stated in the Scriptures ; the gospel 
plan of man’s recovery i* unfolded with an 
accuracy that proclaims its truth ; God is 
exhibited as mst, and yet the justifior of the 
ungodly and the offers of pardon, and 
peace, and acceptance, are made upon such 
terms, and in such a rnarmer, as to render 
every one of tis inoxcusabio. And if the 
simplest individual present examine the 
Scriptures for himself, in a proper frame of 
mind, and witli a becoming spirit, he will 
trace the finger of Omniscience there; he 
vrill discover the truth, and he will read the 
mercy of God. But if yoti w ilfully remain 
ignorant of the Gospel ; if you spurn its 
claims upon your faith ; ify(»u reject its doc- 
trines; and ifyourefuse the obedience which 
it demands, you will only expose yourselves 
to the curse which it tfireatens ; and w'hen 
the King shall enter the guest chamber; 
when he sees you without an interest in his 
purchased salvation, and when he puts the 
heart-searching question, “ Friend, how 
earnest thou in hither, without having on a 
wedding-garment?” you will feel, that never 
having seriously and devoutly examined the 
ovidowces of Christianity, you dare not pro- 
nounce thorn defective. Conscious, more- 
over, that you have ventured to live in op- 
pORition to its doctrines, as far as you knew 
theih, arnl that you have dared to act in 
hostility to its spirit, equally retrardless of 
Us high rewards, and of its terrible denun- 
ctAtioiis, your present complacency will for- 
sake you, your infidel courage will fail, and 
you will remain speechless. 

II. You will be speechless, because you 
cannot plead ignorance of the plan of saJ- 
vation. 

In the Scriptures of truth, there are many 
things hard to he understood. The exhibi- 
tion that is given ns of God, the divine 
mysteries of the Trinity, the person of 
Christ, the vital union of the believer with 
Christ as his Head, the doctrines of elec- 
^on and of reprobation, and many other 
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mystenes noth of the wisdom and of the 
counsel of God, though by no meana 
opposed to our reason, are yet removed far 
above the capacities and the comprehension 
of our finite minds. The sceptic discards 
all such mysteries, simply because lie can- 
not understand them ; and the imprudent 
theologian, with an equal want of tnodesty, 
though with more reverence for the Scrip- 
taros, (mdeavours to ex[)lain what God has 
concealed, simply Irecanse he thinks nothing 
should he received which cannot be urnler- 
stood. But it is a singular fact, a fact w hich 
must have struck your own minds, that the 
statements of the Scriptures are plain and 
easily understood, just in proportion as they 
are important, and necessary to the welfare 
of man. We cannot understand the being 
or the essence of God, but his existence is 
plainly declared. Our knowledge of the 
former could serve no intelligible purpose, 
but our acquaintance with the latter is 
essential ; for “ he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, as well as that he 
is the rew'arder of thorn that diligently seek 
him.” The introduction of moral evil into 
our world is a problem w'hich vve can never 
solve ; but nothing is more intelligible than 
that “all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God,” We can never enter 
into the counsels of peace, or unfold the 
time and the manner of the Saviour’s cove- 
nant engagements with God ; but no truth 
can be more easily understood tlian that 
“ God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that W'hosoever believ- 
cth in him might not perish, bilt have ever- 
lasting life.” The new birth, and our vital 
union with the Saviour, is a mystery which 
we cannot describe ; but no statement is 
more easily understood, or more practically 
levelled to the very meanest capacity, than 
the Apostle’s declarution ; “ Faith without 
works is dead.” We all understand the 
test of character which the Saviour himself 
proposed : “ If ye love me, ye will keep my 
commandments.” 

And can you plead ignoj^nce of these 
plain and practical statements of the Bible? 
We can hardly suppose that there is a single 
iuriividual here w'ho is in such a state of 
unlettered ignorance as to be unable to read 
the Word of God. But even granting that 
this should be tnie, you cannot, you dare 
not plead your ignorance as an excuse. 
How many years has the Gospel been 
preached to you from this place ? How 
often have you listened to the servants of 
i God, who proclaimed, in their Master’s 
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name, the glad tidings of salvation? No 
doubt much would be said that you might 
not be able fully to understand. Much 
might be lost through your unlettered igno- 
rance; still more from inattention; and, 
most of all, from absolute carelessness. It ! 
may be quite true, that the Word of God ; 
made no iinpressio.i on your hearts, awuk- | 
ened no serious thoughtfulness in your j 
minds, and produced no love to the Saviot»r 
in your breasts. All this may be perfectly 
true ; but it is equally true that you have 
been told, in every sermon uhich you have 
heard, and in every prayer to which you 
have listened, that you were sinners, and 
that, as such, you wjere exj)oscd to tlie 
miseries-tof this life — to death itself, and to 
the pains of hell for ever. And you have 
been told, with equal plainness, that Christ 
died to save sinners ; and that you may be 
,ved by believing on his name. There is j 
no ignorance that cannot understand tliese 
statements ; there is no sound mind, even 
of the weakest capacity, that cannot com- 
prehend them. Your ruined state, both by 
nature and practice, and the gospel plan of 
man’s recovery through faith in the right- 
eousness of Christ, have been explained in 
your hearing, with a frequency and with a 
plturinees that would have been much more 
than sufficient to clear your views upon 
worldly matters, and to satisfy your minds 
concerning your right of succession to a tem- 
poral inheritancei however intricate and in- i 
volved. These statements are this day j 
repeated and pressed upon your serious 
attention. We are all, from the highest to 
the lowest, from the richest to the poorest, 
from the most learned to the most ignorant 
person here-— we are all sinners before God, 
exposed to the curse of the law, unable to 
obey its commands, and obnoxious to the 
wrath of God. But Jesus Christ engaged 
to be our surety. In the fulness of time, 
he came into our world, and fulHlIed all his 
engagements in this matter. He suffered 
the penalty of the law which we had in- ! 
curred ; he obeyed its precepts, and he now | 
offers himself as the “ end of the law for j 
righteousness,” toall who believe. We would ^ 
then say to yon, in his name, “ Believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shall be 
sayed.” The offers of mercy that we make 
to you are as generous as they are free, and 
they are as plain as they are sincere. And 
if there is any difficulty in iinderstanding 
the proposals of the Saviour, it originates iii 
the heart, and not in the head. It is not 
because you cannot understand the offer, 1 
but because you will not come to him, that I 


you may have life. Were any one of you 
in debt, and were you, on account of your 
iiiai)i!ity to pay it, depiived of your liberty, 
and cast into [)rison ; and were some gene- 
rous individual offering to {)ay your debt, 
and set you at liberty, liow soon would you 
understand Ifis proposals, embrace bis offers, 
and claim your purchased freedom ! Were 
your health and your life threatened by the 
ravages of some dangerous disease, and w'ere 
the services of the medical practitioner 
urged upon your acceptance, how eagerly 
would you consent to his proposals, and 
avail yourselves of his kindness ! Were you 
perishing for lack of bread, and were you 
told that there w'as corn in Egypt, how 
willingly would 3"0u go down and boy ! 
And how is it that the understanding, even 
ofiibsolute and unlettered ignorance, is so 
acute, the judgment so elear, and the con- 
duct so prompt, in every thing of a worldly 
character, and, at the same time, so impene- 
trably ignorant, so inveterately stiij)id, and 
so absolutely obtuse, iu every thing that 
relates to the soul ? The language that k 
used ill both cases is literally the same, and 
therefore equally intelligible. But the prcJt 
blem is of easy solution. Tlie horrors of a 
dungeon, the miseries of disease, and the 
agoines of famine, peal like thunder in the 
car, and speak in alone tiiat refuses denial; 
while the moral malady of the soul is never 
felt, its complainings are never heard, and 
its remedies are all rejected, because con^ 
sidered unnecessary. But this indifference 
to salvation does not arise from ignorance 
[ of its terms, or its plan, or its benefits. It 
; is because you do not feel, and not because 
you have never been told, that you are 
j “ poor, and miserable, and wretched, and 
blind, and naked.” And it is for the very 
same reason that you do not make applica- 
tion for that “ gold that is tried in the fire, 
that you may be rich, and for that white 
raiment that you may be clothed.” The 
great princi[)le on which you come to the 
house of God is mere liahit, instead of the 
exalted motive of spiritual desire. And the 
very frequency with w hich you have listened 
to the mere sound of the Gospel makes you 
careless about its sense, and iiiditterent to 
the meaning w hich its terms Convey. 

We have endeavoured to be faithful to 
God, and dutiful to you, in what we have 
now' said. But we cannot close ourrenaarks 
on this particular, without reminding you 
once more of the kindness of God, in exhi- 
biting the trutlts of revelation, with a plain- 
ness and perspicuity that bear considerable 
proportion to their im])ortancc. The deeper 
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mysteries of the Scriptures, and the fainter 
outlines of divine truth, which are greedily 
seized by the infidel, and the literary 
wrangler, are not so essential to salvation 
as those which arc undisputed. The great 
principles of the Gospel, and the leading 
features of the new^ovenant, are written as 
with a sunbeam throughout the Bible ; and 
they are unfolded in terms of such unri- 
valled simplicity, as to defy misapprehen- 
sion. Abuse not his goodness, by lending 
your ear to the sound of the gospel invita- 
tion, while you habitually shut your hearts 
against its offers. Brave not the danger of 
listening to its language, while at the same 
time you remain unaffected by the senti- 
ments which its terms express’. Be assured, 
that by nature, as well as practice, you are 
lost ; and that without an interest in Jesus, 
you never can be saved. Plead not your 
Ignorance of the necessity of trusting en- 
tirely in Christ for salvation, when it is so 
expressly declared, “ By the deeds of the 
law' no flesh shall be justified and when 
we now' toll you, that “ sinners shall not 
stand before him in the judgment.” Do not 
4ell us that you w'ere ignorant of the neces- 
sity of that holy life, which is the native 
consequence of faith in his blood ; for we 
unequivocally declare, that “ Without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord.” If 
you do not liv^ a life of holiness in this 
world, you never shall enjoy a life of hap- 
piness in the next. This is declared to us 
m the Word of God, with a plainness that 
the most ignorant must understand it, the 
most careless must see it, and the most irre- 
ligious must feel it ; and his word is like 
himself, unchangeable. If, therefore, God 
has declared, “ the wicked shall be cast into 
hell if ho has told us, “ he that believeth 
not shall be damned and if has threaten- 
ed, that ** neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers' 
of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom 
of God w e may be as fully persuaded that 

he will execute these terrible threatenings, 
as we must feel convinced that he has made 
them. The matter is too palpable to admit 
of either shuffling or evasion. And if Satan 
himself, with his accustomed effrontery, 
should try to calm your fears, by whispering 
his original falsity. “ you shall not surely 
die,” remember he was a liar from the be- 
giuiiing. Whatever he may say, and what- 


j ever your own hearts may believe, ‘*the 
f wages of sin are death and “ w'natsocver 
a man soweth, that also shall he reap.'* 
“ Heaven and earth shall pass away ; but 
one jot or tittle shall in nowise pass from 
the Scriptures, till all be fulfilled.” 

Nor do we see any thing in this but un- 
mingled goodness. Were God to overlook 
the claims of his holiness ; w ere he to pass 
from the demands of his justice ; were his 
threatenings against sin to be suspended ; 
were the bolted thunders of his WTath to be 
hushed ; and were sinners indiscriminately 
admitted to heaven, they could not, they 
would not be happy there. The miser 
would be wretched . without his gold, the 
vain man without his titles, the icentious 
without his illicit wanderings, and the drunk- 
ard without his cups. Having been accus- 
tomed in this w orld to the company of the 
profligate and the irreligious, such a man 
could feel no happiness in the society of 
saints and of angels. The golden harps of 
heaven, the songs of angels, and the praises 
of the blessed around the throne, would 
continue to him there what they are to him 
here, an intolerable burden, a w'eariness, 
and an irksome task. The river of pleasures 
that makes glad the city of God would flow 
with neither happiness nor comfort to him ; 
its w aters w'ould neither quench his thirst 
nor refresh his soul. The tree of life, with 
its “ twelve manner of fruits,” would be 
loathed by him as “light bread and 1 i4k 
soul would long for the flesh-pots of Egypt. 
Unacquainted w’ith the language of that 
happy land, ignorant of its manners, a 
stranger to its inhabitants, unprepared for 
its climate, and a daring rebel against its 
King, he would feel solitary amid the my- 
riads of heaven, desolate though enthroned, 
and miserable though standing within the 
radiant blaze of that bright circle who con- 
' template the perfections, share in the tri- 
umphs, and rejoice in the splendours of an 
arisen God ! But no intrusion like this can 
take place. Holiness guards the gates of 
heaven, and demands perfect purity in all 
w ho enter there. “ For there shall in no- 
wise enter into it any thing that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie ; but they which are written 
in the Lamb’s book of life. Blessed, 
therefore, are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right to the tree 
of life, and may enter in through tiie gates 
into the city.” 
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Sermon by the Rev. Andrew Gilmouu, Greenock. 
Sermon by the Rev. W. Mackenzie, Comrie. 


THE DANGER OF COMING TO THE MARRIAGE-FEAST WITHOUT 
A WEDDING GARMENT; 

Sermon hy the Rev. Andrew Gilmour. — Concluded. 


In the Scriptures of truth, nothing is 
more remarkable than the plainness and 
simplicity of their statements. Even if it 
were granted, says an eloquent living 
author,* that, in their mode of revealing 
certain articles of faith, or in their allusions 
to subjects of polity and ceremony, such a 
degree of obscurity attaches to them, as 
calls for industry and learning in the inter- 
preter ; it is not less true that, in whatever 
relates either to the great principles whence 
virtue should emanate, or to the detail of the 
virtues and the vices — to the application of 
general rules to particular relations, the 
inspired writers leave nothing to be desired, 
or even imagined, in the way of perspicuity, 
defiiiitiveness, iteration, or diversified ex- 
pression and exemplification. Considered 
merely as a book of morality, the Bible is 
inconiplirably a more complete, intelligible, 
and popular manual than any other com- 
position. In this respect, though the teacher 
may find room for the enforcement of rules, 
he is scarcely at all called upon to exercise 
his skill as expositor. The Bible, in the 
plain matters of duty, of temper, and of 
social behaviour, comes home at once to the 
understanding of the rudest part of man- 
kind ; and is very nearly the very same book 
to the peasant as to the doctor of divinity. 
And yet this is the book of which infidelity 
would rob us, under the plea that it is from 
Us very nature unfit for God to bestow, or 


man to receive. They have drunk deeply in 
the streams of classical literature, they have 
drained to its very dregs the murky cup of 
heathen morality, and tliey have wallowed 
in the still more polluted fountain of the 
human heart ; and, thus qualified, they can 
sit in judgment on the hallowed waters of 
Zion, and pass a sentence of condemnation 
on the claims of Siloa’s sacred stream. And 
yet with all their unparalleled arrogance, 
they rarely attempt any thing more than to 
carp at the mysterious parts of the Sacred 
Volume. These they endeavour to isolate 
as much as possible from all its sublimer and 
less questionable portions; they pass over 
in silence the great mass of its contents 
and fix, with malicious subtilty, upon a few 
hard sayings which they endeavour to w resi 
from their connexion, and pervert to foreigr 
purposes; and which, by being placed to- 
gether, repeated with disingenuous exag 
gerations, and in their condensed form, sur- 
rounded by the distorted accompaniments 
of hostile matter, present a far more for- 
midable appearance than really belongs U 
them, or than they are felt to possess wher 
tliey are met witii in the fair and hones 
perusal of the Sacred Volume itself. The; 
display none of the wisdom, and less of th< 
candour of that amiable man,* who said 
concerning the writings of a heathen philo 
8opher,f “ That so much of them as could b 
understood, must be pronounced excellen 


^ Saturday Night, 
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and admirable ; and that that portion might 
be believed to be so which could not be 
understood/* The malignity of their hearts 
prevents them from being benefited by such 
an example of modesty and fairness. They 
disdain no artifice, however mean, and they 
withhold no ridicule, however unjust, to 
excite the lowest and the basest passions of 
human nature against revelation. An awful 
spirit of blindness has fallen upon them, and 
their virulence of temper is neither suited 
to the gravity of such a momentous ques- 
tion, nor calculated to lead to a satisfactory 
termination.* 

But there is another class of individuals 
whose lives are equally unafiected by the 
restraints of the Gospel, and whose hearts 
arc as strongly fortified against the influ- 
ence of the truth. Nor are we to seek for 
those men in the ranks of infidelity, or in 
the haunts of dissipation, and in the abodes 
of crime. No ; bneir very lives ate spent 
within the sound of the Gospel, the habitual 
regularity of their presence in the house of 
God seems necessary to the services of the 
sanctuary, and they appear almost as living 
fixtures in the temple below. Such men 
arc skilled in theology, and critically accu- 
rate in all the niceties of controversial 
divinity. With business-like attention they 
watch the proceedings of the Sabbath. 
Curious and calmly at ease, they can listen 
to the scheme of redemption, stated, illus- 
trated, and enforced ; they can examine 
with numerical accuracy the proofs of human 
depravity, the necessary exercise of justice 
ill punishing sin and sinners, and every false 
and wicked way; the covenant of grace, 
the character, offices, and work of the Re- 
deemer, tlie free oflers of pardon, and the 
promise of everlasting life. When they 
retire from the services of the sanctuary, 
whose excellence is estimated just in pro- 
portion as they have fallen short of, or 
exceeded the accustomed hour, they praise 
the splendours of eloquence, or they lash tlie 
dull monotonies of the pulpit; they name 
the several services of the day with arith- 
metical severity, speak of classical arrange- 
ment, and of the due proportion of one part 
to another ; and with cool frigidity of senti- 
ment, they -will pass sentence on the whole 
as an excellent and an able exhibition; or, 
what is far more likely, as a lame and a worth- 
less of human skill— i^as something tliat 

may be tolerated, but as quite vinworthy of 


their high approbation. And all this is done 
with such a comfortable self-complacency, 
that superficial observers of human charac- 
ter, and even they themselves mistake it for 
superior intelligence, and for the fruits of 
a more intimate acquaintance wdth gospel 
truth. You may listen, but it will be in 
vain, to hear such men say, as they leave 
the house of God, “ Ah, we were told this 
day that we were sinners, and as such ex- 
posed to present misery, and to everlasting 
ruin I But, blessed be God ! we were like- 
wise told of a Saviour; we were directed 
to that blood wliich can wash away the 
stain of every sin, and which is equally open 
to us all ; wc W'cre offered pardon, and 
peace, and acceptance with God, through 
him who is as willing to save as ho is able 
to redeem; w’c were entreated to repent of 
our sins, and to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that wc might be saved ; and we 
were commanded to bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance, the native and the necessary 
consequence of believing on his name, 

‘ How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace ; that bringeth good tidings 
of good, that pnblisheth salvation ; that saitb 
unto Zion, Thy God rcigneth.’” Isaiah 
Ivii. 7 . 

And how sliall w'e speak to such men ? 
how' shall we turn their attention from the 
theory of the Gospel to its practice? from 
the notions of their heads to the feelings of 
their hearts? from their speculative acquaint- 
ance with the truth, to its practical influence 
in their walk and conversation? How shall 
W'e bring into solution those mental incrus- 
tiUions which prevent our language from 
carrying to the bosom those sentiments 
w'hich we express? Shall w'e enter, with 
them, tlie field of argument, and be learned 
and acute in our refutatious? The man 
who would proceed in any such manner is 
simple as a child ; or has himself inhaled a 
debilitating influence from a poisoned atmo- 
sphere. On the ground of theory and specu- 
lation, the victims of such errors will be 
found to have lost irrecoverably all sense of 
the distinctive influence of truth and fake- 
heod, though they can yet discriminate be- 
twixt both the one and the other. Their 
minds do not fioat on the ocean of intelli- 
gence and common sense, and they spread 
J30 oanvasB to their salutary breeze. They 
steer not bjn that .atar— the star of. Bethle- 
hem, which shines brightest in the hemi- 
sphere of troth; they are drifted without 
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chart, or helm, or compass, into the tempes- 
tuous element of irreligion ; they are lost to 
all practical purposes ; and they are stran- 
gers to those havens where alone are to be 
found abundant rest, and peace, and joy. 
But, though the case is quite hopeless, as 
far as human agency is concerned, it is not 
so with God. It is our duty to use the 
means, and it is the Spirit’s vvork to render 
them etfectiml. Earnestly and affectionately, 
therefore, would we still direct your atten- 
tion to your present state and your future 
prospects, to the means of grace, and to the 
iiopes of future glory, to the kind offers of, 
the Gospel, and the fearful consequences of 
rejecting them. And “ see that ye refuse 
not iiim that speaketh : for if they escaped 
not who refused him that spake on earth, 
much more shall not we escape, if we turn 
away from him that speaketh from heaven.” 
Heb. xii. 25. 

In directing your attention to those words, 
we have already said, that, if you live and 
die without an interest in Christ, you wdll 
be inexcusable, because you cannot say that 
the proposed remedy is unworthy of your 
belief and acceptance, as rational and im- 
mortal beings. Neither can you plead as an 
excuse your ignorance of the Gospel plan 
of man’s recovery. We now go on to say, 
that, if you live like the men of the world, 
and if you die in the same impenitent state, 
you cannot plead as an excuse for this irre- 
ligious life. 

III. Your ignorance of its danger. 

When God created our first parents, he 
made them perfectly holy, and perfectly 
happy. They were endued with a perfect 
capacity of knowing, and loving, and serving 
God ; possessing perfect ability to fulfil all 
the duties of their high station, though free 
to fall. The law under which they received 
their existence, demanded perfect obedience 
to all its requisitions, and held out as the 
rew’ard, the promise of everlasting life, with 
the highest rational and immortal enjoy- 
ments. But, while it promised life with all 
its happiness, as the rcw'ard of obedience, 
it also threatened to inflict the most signal 
vengeance on guilty offenders. For, “ when 
the Lord God had taken man, he put him 
into the garden of Eden, to dress it and 
keep it. And the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying, Of every tree of the gar- 
den thou mayest frwly eat ; but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it : for, in the day that thou 
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die ;” or, 


as it might be more correctly rendered, 
“ djdng, thou shalt die.” Its uncompromis- 
ing declaration w'as, “ The soul that sinneth 
it shall die ; the wages of sin is death for, 
“ cursed is every one that continueth not 
in all things that are written in the Book 
of the Law to do them.” Left to the free- 
dom of their ow n will, our federal represen- 
tatives violated the laws forfeited its immu- 
nities, and incurred its penalties. As the 
descendants of Adam, w e are justly exposed 
to the legal consequences of his fall, and as 
the natural offspring of our guilty progenitor, 
w '0 are exposed to the curse and condemna- 
tion of God, which are “ revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighte- 
ousness of men.” But a w'ay of escape has 
been devised, and executed, and unfolded 
in the Gospel. Christ Jesus offered him- 
self in the covenant of grace, as the substi- 
tute, and surety, and representative of man. 
“ In the fulness of tirnej” he assumed our 
nature into personal union with bis divinity, 
entered our world in his mediatorial charac- 
ter, and accomplished all his covenant en- 
gagements in the behalf of the chosen people 
of God. In their name he fulfilled the law 
which they were no longer either able or 
willing to obey ; as their legal representa- 
tive, he suffered the terrible penalty which 
they had incurred ; and as their head of 
vital influence, he has taken possession 
of heaven, and of all the blessings which 
the law could confer. These blessings are 
now offered to us in his name. And they 
are offered to us in such language, that all 
can understand the proposal ; while the 
terms or the conditions on which they are 
pressed upon our acceptance, are such as 
to render every one of us inexcusable. We 
are still required to obey the law as a rule 
of duty, without depending upon its aw^ards 
for happiness here, or acquittal at the bar 
of God. We are commanded to accept of 
Christ as our surety, to embrace bis offers 
as the end of the law for righteousness, and 
to rely with confidence on the promises of 
God for pardon, and peace, and sanctifica- 
tion, through the blood of Christ. The 
happy effects of acquiescence with this are 
easily disceniible, even in this world. The 
truth of the Gospel is proved to us by its 
irresistible influence over the heart and the 
conduct of those men who* at one time, 
rejected its doctrines, and spumed its re- 
straints. While the lovelier features of its 
character are commended to our warmest 
regard, by the holy example, the happy life. 
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and the triumphant death of those men, 
whose characters are formed in the mould of 
the Gospel, and whose conduct is regulated 
by the principles of Jesus. “ Mark thou 
the perfect man, and behold the upright, for 
the end of that man is, indeed, jicace.” To 
accept of the offers of the Gospel, and to 
embrace the Saviour as he is exhibited to 
ns there, is just to avoid all the penalties of 
the law, and to secure a right to all its 
|jromised blessings. It communicates that 
])cace of mind which passeth all understand- 
ing, retrieves for us the forfeited favour of 
God, and restores to us the joys of his 
benign salvation. Deprive the man of the 
world of his corn, his wine, and his oil, and 
you take aw'ay all his enjoyments ; but this 
is not so with him who embraces the gospel 
plan of man’s recovery. Even wdicn the 
lielicvcr in Jesus is in poverty, in rags, and 
in want, he can cheerfully take up the pro- 
phet’s song, “ Although the fig-tree shall 
not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vines ; the labour of the olives shall fail, 
and the field shall yield no meat ; the flock 
shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls; yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation.” When he is deprived of 
friends and relations who were “dear to 
him as light and life,” the silent tear, and 
the ill-suppressed sigh, may indicate the blced- 
ing heart, and the bosom reft of all its earth- 
born joy, yet his hopes rise higher than the 
grave, his desires are not quenched in the 
tomb, and his language is the utterance of 
faith : “ Naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb ; naked shall I return thither. The 
l>ord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.” When 
disease has laid him low', “ w hen pain and 
anguish wring the brow,” and when no 
“ ministering angel” sneaks comfort, or 
affords relief, we hear him inquiring, like 
Job, ” What ! shall w'e receive good at the 
hand of the Lord, and shall we not receive 
evil ?” He nobly declares, wdth that vene- 
rable patriarch, “ When I am tried, then 
shall 1 come forth as the most pure gold 
and, appropriating the grace that was pro- 
mised to Paul, as an answ'er to his prayer 
for deliverance from bodily suffering, he 
likewise adopts the language of that un- 
rivalled man, “ Most gladly, therefore, w’ill 
1 rather glorjr in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. There- 
fore 1 take pleasure in infirmities, in re- 
proaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 


distresses for Christ’s sake ; for, when I am 
weak, then am I strong.” And, when the 
grim king of terrors makes his personal 
approach, to complete the wreck which dis- 
ease has begun ; when he enters the good 
man’s chamber ; wdienhe weaves into inaction 
the 

** Great masters of the healing art— 

These mighty mock defrauders of the tomb j” 

when he blanches every cheek by the visible 
emblems of his presence ; and when he 
hushes all around, save the deep throbbings 
of the surcharged heart, into the cold silence 
of breathless solicitude, by his suspended 
commission, the dying saint smiles at the 
directed arrow', disregards its point, and in 
triumph takes up the Apostle’s song, “ O 
death ! where is thy sting ? O grave ! w here 
is thy victory ? The sting of death is sin, 
and the strength of sin is the law ; but 
thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” And what 
is it that gives the believer such an infinite 
superiority over poverty and personal suffer- 
ing, and all the desolating ravages of disease ? 
What is it that makes him calm, collected, 
and firm, when entering “ the valley of the 
shadow of death ?” And how' is it that he 
is equally unmoved whether he steps from 
earth to heaven — from a palace or a cottage 
- — from a throne or a prison — from the ten- 
der embraces of family affection and domes- 
tic regard, or the cold attentions of hired 
mercenaries ? What is it that preserves 
liim in his firm resolve, with a cheek un* 
blanched, and with an eye unquailed, as he 
dauntlessly looks upon the gateway of 
death to the w'orld unseen ; even when that 
leads by the prison or the gloomier dungeon, 
the fiery stake or the ignominious scaffold ? 
It is not because religion blunts the finer 
feelings of the heart, benumbs the tender 
sensibilities of the soul, or renders us insen- 
sible to the sufferings of humanity and 
the charities of our nature ; it is just be- 
cause the Gospel is true, and because 
its promises are realized even here. It 
averts not suffering and the stroke of 
death, but it secures an interest in that 
covenant which promises life and immor- 
tality to every believer in Jesus ; it destroys 
not the natural consequences of sin, as an 
indw'elling principle, and as a stimulating 
element of moral character, but it directs to 
the blood of Christ w'hich w'ashes from the 
guilt and the pollution of sin ; it imparts no 
new faculties to the soul, but it brings us to 
the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, 
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by which our nahircs are* changed, our dis- 
poBiUons renewed, and our whole character 
assimilated to the image of God. This is 
the native consequence of believing the 
Gospel, and of embracing its offers. And 
thus we have a class of evidence to prove 
its truth, and to justify our dependence on 
its statements, infinitely more irresistible 
than the most rigid demonstration. 

But the character and the conduct of 
those who reject the Gospel plan of man's 
recovery, who never investigate its evi- 
dence, who feel no anxiety to obtain its 
blessings, and who practically despise its 
thrcatenings, furnish us with a mass of testi- 
mony corroborative of the same statement. 
Indeed, we shall scarcely discover a class 
of evidence that more irresistibly proves 
the truth of the Gospel. The man who 
lives without religion, is a stranger to real 
happiness. His enjoyments are altogether 
of an animal nature ; he acts as if he were 
nothing elevated above the brutes of the 
field ; and his intelligence is never exercised 
but to create some refinement in his sensual 
gratifications. And when these fountains 
arc dried up, from age, or sickness, or in- 
capacity, or a want of some necessary 
material, then he drags out the most miser- 
able existence, in fretfulness, remorse, and 
irritated discontentment. Affliction to such a 
man has no balm ; disease has no remedy ; 
and in death he is a stranger to hope. He 
has nothing to oppose to the reverses of 
this world. When wealth forsakes him, 
when friends are faithless, when foes pursue, 
he has nothing to ward the blow, to disarm 
affliction, or repel its dart. And, when his 
mortal career is run ; when he eyes the 
dark symbols of the angel of death ; when 
he looks into the gloomy mansions of the 
dead ; when he casts his eye forward to 
eternity, all is dim uncertainty, or hopeless 
despair. A review of his life gives him no 
satisfaction ; his former associates can give 
him no comfort ; and his conscious irreligion 
can afford him no hope. He lived without 
Go(L so he dies without hope, and his final 
portion is assigned to him in outer darkness, 
where there is nothing bnt weeping, and 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth. There the 
worm dieth not, and there the fire is not 
quenched. 

And is it possible for any thing to prove 
more irresistibly the truth of the Gospel ? 
It tells us plainly, that if we believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be happy here 
and hereafter. Ail who have put the truth 


of this statement to the test of actual experi- 
ment, have found it to be strictly and 
literally true. There is not a single instance, 
from the commeneement of time till the 
present moment, of any one being unhappy 
w'ho embraced the religion of Jesus. The 
universal testimony of every dying believer 
has been, that they have been happy, just 
in proportion as they have been holy, and 
devoted to God. And if we always find 
that to be religious is to be happy in this 
world, according to the promise of the Gos- 
pel, we have the utmost reason to believe 
that w'C shall be happy hereafter ; for this 
is another part of the same promise. And 
if one part always proves to be true, surely 
the other will be equally so. 

But the wicked man experiences the 
truth of gospel revelation as fully as the 
righteous. It tells him that to indulge in 
sin, is only to plunge into sorrow w’hilc 
here, and “ to treasure up to ourselves 
wTath against the day of wrath, and revela- 
tion of the righteous judgment of God." 
The first part of this declaration, every 
wicked and irreligious man feels to be true ; 
and they may rest assured, that the second 
part of this statement shall likewise be veri- 
fied to their fearful experience. For, as 
assuredly as the irreligious man is unhappy 
here, so assuredly shall he be miserable 
hereafter. The Word of God declares this 
to be so ; experience corroborates the de- 
claration ; and w^e believe that “ one jot or 
tittle shall not pass from tlie Scriptures, till 
all be fulfilled." 

And can you say that you are ignorant 
of these things ? Does not the Bible declare 
this? does not the history of our species 
illustrate the important fact ? do not your 
own hearts speak the very same language ? 
and do not your consciences tell you that it 
is true ? Dare you then plead that you are 
ignorant of the present danger, and the 
future conseqnences of an irreligious life? 
Can you, dare you say, that we are not 
sufficiently explicit in laying before you the 
scheme of salvation, the happiness and the 
peace of mind of embracing its offers, w ith 
the fearful results of rejecting them ? You 
must first blot the transactions of this day 
from your memory ; your religious privileges 
from infancy must be forgotten ; and the 
place that gave you birth must be swept 
from the map of the world. But if this may 
not be; if you cannot plead that you are 
levelled with the brutes that perish ; if tho 
statements of the Bible are inscribed on the 
H2 
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heart ; if you cannot erase from memory 
the truths that are written there ; if you 
dare not deny the warnings, entreaties, and 
expostulations which have been addressed 
to you this day ; and if you would not re- 
nounce the land of your fathers, neither can 

? rou plead ignorance of the dangers of irre- 
igion. And if all this rise up as swift 
witnesses to condemn you before a human 
tribunal, how terrible must be your speech- 
less agony before a heart-searching and a 
rein-trying God I 

Why then, my friends, will you perish, 
when a refuge is before you, and you are 
invited to flee to it? Why will you die, 
w hen Christ is as willing as he is able to save 
you ; and w’hen God desiretli not the death 
of a sinner, but rather that he would turn 
and live ? At this very moment he is ready 
to receive every repentant and returning 
sinner ; to pardon all your offences, how'- 
cver numerous and aggravated ; to sanctify 
you by the influences of his Spirit ; and to 
make you meet for the enjoyments of hea- 
ven. The statement of Scripture concern- 
ing the cflicacy of Christ’s death, and the 
unconditional calls of the Gospel, are a 
suffleient w'arrant for every one to apply for 
the benefits of the Saviour’s mediation ; for 
none are excluded, but they w'ho exclude 
themselves. The Gospel invites all, without 
distinction, to come to Christ, to submit to 
Ids government, and to partake of the bless- 
ings of redemption. Its language is, “ Ho, 
every one that tbirsteth, come yc to the 
waters ; and he that hath no money ; come 
ye buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and w’ithout price.” 
The offers of pardon and acceptance with 
God, are made in the plainest and most 
explicit terms. With all the tenderness of 
a parent, he expostulates with you on the 
absolute necessity of a Saviour, the infinite 
ability of Christ to redeem, the free offers 
of his spotless righteousness, the happiness 
of all wdio embrace them, and the aggravated 
condemnation of those who reject them. 
“ In the last day, that great day of the feast, 
Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink. 
The Spirit and the bride s^, Come, And 
let him that hcareth say, Come. And let 
him that is athirst come. And w’hosoever 
, let him take the w’ater of life freely.” 
IV. You cannot plead as an excuse for 
YOur wickedness, the necessity of an ine- 
l%iou8 life from the decrees or God. 

There arc many ^ men who are acute, 


j clear-sighted, and rational on every subject 
but religion. They can point out the neccs- 
I sary connexion that there is betwixt cause 
ana effect, in all the departments of physical 
science ; but whenever religion comes to be 
the subject of examination, reason is violated, 
and the claims of common sense are rejected. 
They engage in agriculture or in commerce ; 
they direct their energies to business or to 
the higher walks of professional life, without 
for a moment referring to the secret pur- 
poses of God. They educate their children 
in the very same principles, telling them 
that the hand of the diligent maketh rich, 
whereas idleness clothes a man w’ith poverty 
and rags. And they devote their sons to 
the life of a mechanic or an agriculturist ; 
to the study of commerce or of law, of 
physic or of divinity, as circumstances may 
permit, or as conveniency may allow. And 
in doing all this, they feel that they are free 
moral agents, and under no physical restraint 
or compulsion. Nor do they ever even allude 
to the decrees of God, although they frankly 
admit that these apply to time as well as to 
eternity; to the lite that now is, as well as 
to that which is to come. Accordingly, the 
mechanic devotes his attention and his 
efforts to years of servitude and exertion. 
His success is equal to his exertion, and his 
rew'ards are proportioned to both. The 
agriculturist tears up his fallow^-ground, and 
sows ia seed-time the precious grain. In 
due time he reaps the very same kind of 
grain that he sow ed ; and the abundance of 
his harvest is, in all ordinary cases, propor- 
tioned to his labour. The man of science, 
too, devotes his days to study, and his hours 
to unwearied exertion ; w'hile, in the flicker- 
ings of the midnight lamp, he plys his un- 
subdued energies in the intellectual toil. 
And his successful exertions are crowned 
with the most splendid rewards. In all these 
cases, and in every other thing that relates 
to active life, they admit that without the 
means the end never can be accomplished. 
And if exertions are made, and yet the de- 
sired object remains unaccomplished, they 
never impute the failure to the decrees or 
the secret purposes of God, but to a 
want of skill, or prudence, or manage- 
ment in the agent; to the unsuitableness 
of the means employed; or to some other 
cause which could not be controlled. 
And yet, notwithstanding all this, whenever 
these very men are urged to become religious,, 
and to attend to the means of grace, which 
are appointed to make them $ 0 , ihej sacri- 
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fice all their common sense, their prudence, 
and their reason, by interposing as an insu- 
perable barrier, the doctrines of election 
and of reprobation. In religion they wish 
to make the secret purposes of God the 
rule of their duty, and as these are not and 
cannot be known, they remain in a state of 
inaction. While in every thing else they 
exercise their reason, and use the appointed 
means for the accomplishment of their pur- 
poses. 

It is not our intention to digress into a 
full discussion of this subject, upon the pre- 
sent occasion. We can only say, that God 
leaves man inexcusable in religion, as in 
every thing else. In no instance does he 
interfere with the perfect freedom of the 
will, and in no matter, whether civil or 
religious, does he employ restraint or compul- 
sion. In the ordinary affairs of life, you 
are all at liberty to adopt whatever pro- 
fession you please, without the slightest 
reference to the decrees of God. You 
spend your time in idleness and sloth, or in 
diligence and industry, as principle and 
inclination may dispose you. You enjoy 
the evening walk with u friend, or you pro- 
secute, in retirement, the more ambitious 
triumphs of intellectual exertion. You come 
to the house of God on the Sabbath day, or 
you misspend your hours at home. You 
listen to the proclamations of the Gospel 
while here, or you allow your thoughts to 
be engrossed by other subjects. But what- 
ever you do, you must feel that you are 
perfectly and absolutely at liberty, and that 
in nothing you are acting from necessity, 
just like a clock or a w'atch, which moves 
merely as it is moved. If you do what is 
evil you suffer the consequences, and you 
bear all the blame. And if you do that 
which is right, you enjoy the advantages, 
and are entitled to praise. Why is the 
murderer exposed to the last fearful oj)cra- 
tions of the law ? It would be no less cruel 
than unjust, to i ;!.e away his life for a crime 
w hich he is forced to commit. But he is a 
free moral agent, and as such he is perfectly 
at liberty to choose what is good, and reject 
what is evil. Nor is it possible to maintain 
principles more directly opposed to the 
spirit of the Gospel, or to the dictates of 
reason, than to urge that man is not free, 
most perfectly free. Why was Achan put 
to death as a troubler in Israel, but because 
he disregarded the command of God, and 
took pan of the spoil which was accursed 
©f the Lord? Tnis he acknowledges before 


Joshua, the princes, and the assembled 
elders. “ Indeed,” says he, “I have sinned 
against the Lord God of Israel. When I 
saw among the spoils a goodly Babvlonish 
garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, 
and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels w eight, 
then I coveted them, and took th.' u.” He 
blames none but himself. Au.l Joshua 
recognises the very same thing, when he 
answ’ers, “ Why hast thou troubled us ? the 
Lord shall trouble thee this day. And all 
Israel stoned him with stones.” He was a 
free moral agent, and as such accountable 
for his conduct, and responsible for hia 
actions. He did that w'hich vs'as evil ; he 
bore the blame ; and he suffered the penalty. 
Indeed, the whole of revelation is written 
upon this very principle. Punishments are 
threatened to deter from what is evil, and 
rew’ards are promised to allure us to w'hat is 
good. But we never think of threatening 
with destruction a clock or a watch if it 
goes wrong, or becomes irregular in its 
motions. Neither do w’e ever think of pro- 
mising rewards as a mark of approbation. 
All these are applicable to man, and to man 
alone. And the reason is, he is perfectly 
left to the freedom of his own will wheii be 
sins, or when he abstains from what is evil. 
Accordingly, when Moses w'as about to be 
taken from the Israelites, he addresses them 
in the following eloquent and impressive 
manner, Dcut. xxx. 15 — 20 : — “ Sec, I have 
set before thee this day life and good, 
and death and evil; in that I command thee 
this day to love the Lord thy God, to walk 
in his w’ays, and to keep his commandments, 
and his statutes, and his judgments, that 
thou mayest live and multiply: and the 
Lord thy God shall bless thee in the land 
w'hither thou goest to possess it. But if 
thine heart turn aw'ay, so that thou wilt not 
hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship 
other gods, and serve them ; I denounce 
unto you this day, that yc shall surely perish, 
and that ye shall not prolong your days 
upon the land whither thou passest over 
Jordan to go to possess it. I call heaven 
and earth to record this day against you, that 
I have set before you life and death, bless- 
ing and cursing : therefore choose life, that 
both thou and thy seed may live ; that thou 
mayest love the Lord thy God, and that 
thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou 
mavest cleave unto him ; (for he is ihj life, 
and the length of thy days ;) that thou may- 
est dwell in the land which the Lord sware 
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and 
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to Jacob, to glvo them.” Deny, for a single 
moment, the free agency of man, and the 
passage before us has neither force nor 
meaning; but admit the principle, and it is 
not only intelligible, but full of the most 
eloquent and impassioned tenderness. Simi- 
lar is the conduct and the admonition of 
Josliua, when he, too, was about to enter 
an unseen world. He collected the tribes 
of Israel to Shechem, and having called for 
their elders, and judges, and officers, he 
said. Josh. xxiv. 15, “And if it seem evil 
unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this 
day whom you Mill serve ; whether the gods 
which your fathers served, that were on the 
other side of the flood, or the gods of the 
Araorites, in whose land ye dwell ; but as 
for me and my house, w^e will serve the 
Lord.’* This is an unequivocal declaration 
of man’s perfect freedom, not only in choos- 
ing w'hat is good, but in acting up to this 
choice. Nor did the doctrine seem novel 
to the Israelites, difficult to be understood, 
or impossible to be acted upon. Tliey made 
not a single remark with regard to the de- 
crees of God, as affecting either their faith 
or their practice. They received the com- 
mand, as every man of common sense would 
understand it, and they replied in the same 
plain, intelligible, and unsophisticated man- 
ner. Verse 16 — 18, “And the people 
answ'ered and said, God forbid that w'c 
should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 
for the Lord our God, be it is that brought 
us up and our fathers out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage, and 
which did those great signs in our sight, and 
preserved us in all the w^ay wherein vve 
went, and among all the people through 
whom we passed ; and the Lord drave out 
from before us all the people, even the 
Amorites which dwelt in the land ; therefore 
will w'e also serve the Lord, for he is our 
God.” Deny the perfect freedom of the 
W'ill in choosing or in rejecting good and 
evil, or question man’s ability to act up 
to his choice, and you destroy the propriety 
and the meaning of Joshua’s charge, and of 
the people’s answer; you render man as 
irresponsible for his actions as a piece of 
inanimate matter; and you degrade the 
laws of God and of man to a moral absur- 
dity. Upon this horrible principle the 
murderer is as guiltless as his bloody knife ; 
and the assassin is as innocent as the dagger 
which he drives home to the heart of his 
victim. It is not thus that the Bible ex- 
plains the matter ; nor did Moses or Joshua 


understand it so ; neither did Ho W'ho w'as 
greater than all his servants, give counte- 
nance to such a fatal error. His life, as well 
as every thing that he said or did, recognises 
the free agency of man. And in his expos- 
tulations we find him declaring, “Ye will 
not come to me that ye may have life.” 
But upon no occasion do we find either the 
Saviour, or his disciples acting under his 
direction, making the secret purposes of 
God the rule of duty, or the doctrines of 
election and of reprobation any barrier to 
our personal salvation. And it is only upon 
this great principle that we preach to you 
the Gospel, entreat you to be reconciled to 
God, and urge you to flee to the Saviour. 
Beware, then, of those theological refine- 
ments ; renounce those ingenious niceties ; 
and shake off the dangerous influence of 
those metaphysical quibbles, that throw a 
veil of mystery over the plainest statements 
of the Bible, and with a show of wisdom and 
of philosophy, falsely so-called, not only 
trick you out of your common sense, but 
cheat you out of your immortal souls. We 
w^ould lay it clown as a rule to suspect every 
dogma that is opposed to reason and to 
common sense, and w hich requires human 
ingenuity to enforce it. There is nothing 
in the Bible that is opposed to either, though 
there is much that is above our compre- 
hension. And, be assured, that the doc- 
trines of grace, and the gospel scheme of 
redemption are all so plainly and intelli- 
gibly stated in the Scriptures, that the 
very weakest mind can easily understand 
them. 

But our want of time forces us to close 
our remarks. In doing so, we must, iu 
justice to ourselves, as well as to you, de- 
clare, that we maintain not only the perfect 
freedom of the w ill, but the doctrine of the 
positive decrees of God from all eternity ; 
that man must himself work out his salva- 
tion with fear and trembling, and yet we 
advocate absolute and unconditional elec- 
tion ; that man is commanded to do every 
thing himself, to secure his personal re- 
demption ; that he alw'ays finds his strength 
from on high proportioned to his day; that 
it is altogether his owm personal fault if he 
is unsuccessful ; and, yet that it is God 
alone who is in him, both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure. In one sense, 
man can do every thing ; in this sense he is 
commanded to do it, and^ threatened wdth 
the most fearful consequences if he refuse. 
And in another sense he can do nothing. 
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But however pleasing, as well as easy, it is 
to unfold these several doctrines, in all their 
scriptural accuracy, harmony and consist- 
ency, we must at present refrain. 

Let no one, then, excuse his irreligious 
life, by pleading the decrees of God. These 
have no more influence over the mind in 
religion than they have in all the ordinary 
affairs of life. “ Let no man say when he 
is tempted, I am tempted of God ; for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempt- 
eth he any man. But every man is tempted 
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed.” The conscience of every con- 
tlemned sinner will admit the justice of his 
sentence at the last day ; and it will consti- 
tute a principal ingredient in that eternal 
misery, “ where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched,” that he alone is 
to blame. It will be a terrible aggravation 
to his pain to reflect that mercy was oflered, 
and he rejected it ; that salvation was urged 
upon his accoj)tance, and he refused it; that 
lie was warned of Ids danger, and he de- 
spised it ; that he enjoyed the most invalu- 
able privileges, but did not improve them ; 


and that a wedding-garment was offered i\i 
him, but he refused to wear it. For no mar. 
will then be able to plead that he sought di- 
vine assistance w'ithout obtaining it. The man 
without the wedding-garment had no desire 
for it, as he could have had it by applying 
to the ruler of the feast ; and, on this ac- 
count, he was bound hand and foot, and 
cast into utter darkness, where there is 
nothing but weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth. If you desire to be 
saved from hell, to be united with Christ, 
and to be ushered to glory at last, you will 
use the appointed means, without the slight- 
est reference to the secret purposes of God. 
And if you attend to the means, God has 
pledged his veracity to render them effec- 
tual. You will in due time reap if you faint 
not. You will experience the truth of Ids 
promises while in this world ; and at death 
you shall be ushered into “ au inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you, who 
are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the 
last time.” 


THE DUTY OF STIRRING UP OURSELVES TO TAKE HOLD OF GOD ; 
A Sermon preached by the Rev. W. Mackenzie — [Concluded from. page 73.) 


The prophet does not complain so much 
that no one took hold of God, as that no 
one was stirring up himself to the exercise 
of that privilege and duty. 

From this it is evident, that though we 
cannot of ourselves take hold of God effec- 
tually, yet we are to endeavour so to do. 
Means are to be used ; and, in the use of 
these means, we are to try to stretch the 
withered hand of faith, to move the bound 
tongue of prayer, to open the blind eyes — 
take hold of the Rock that is higher than 
ourselves. 

It is also evident, that personal and pri- 
vate means are to be used. It is not com- 
plained that no congregation, no city, no 
nation, stir up themselves, but that none stir- 
rcth up himself to take hold of thee. 

And it is also evident, that extraordinary 
means are to be used. A great and general 
neglect of the ordinary means of grace is 
complained of, w hen it is said, “ there is 
none that calleth upon thee but this was 
much occasioned by a still greater evil, that 
few or none were striving after eminent holi- 
ness and nearness to God, by stining ud 


themselves by extraordinary efforts to take 
hold on him. It is to be abvays remem- 
bered, however, that there can be no use of 
extraordinary means that is not accompanied 
by a diligent and regular attendance upon 
all the ordinary means whereby Christ doth 
communicate the blessings of salvation. 

These observations being premised re- 
specting the exercise of stirring oneself up 
to take hold of God, we may mention four 
leading particulars implied in it. 

I. It implies an earnest endeavour to 
obtain deep and solemn, and humbling im- 
pressions of divine things on the soul. 

The majority of men have intolerably 
mean thoughts of God. They content them- 
selves with a few' superficial ideas of bis 
character, which produce no determinate 
impression on their minds ; and hence they 
treat him in a W'ay they would not dare 
a moment to think of treating an earthly 
superior. In the exercises of worship, they 
offer him the tom and the blind, and the lame 
for sacrifice ; and some even of those whose 
souls may be ultimately saved, are too habi- 
tually guilty in this respect. But tlm truly 
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godly man seeks to have such viovi-s of the 
majesty and holiness, and terror and grace 
of Ood as fill his soul with deep and grow- 
ing reverence, awe, and love. Such were 
the views of God which Abraham, Jacoby 
Moses, Isaiah, Job, Ezra, Paul, Peter, and 
all the saints, laboured more and more to 
realize. And these views of God gave them 
awful impressions of the nature and evil of 
sin, of their own innate depravity, of their 
dependence on sovereign grace, of the mar- 
vellous loving God in redemption, of the 
misery of an unconverted state, of the tor- 
ments of hell and the glories of heaven. 
Such impressions of divine things made 
them see the frivolity of the common pur- 
suits of mankind ; made thcmfecl, and speak, 
and act as inhabitants of a different world, 
as an angel would do were he for a season 
to sojourn amongst us. “ M}’' flesh trembleth 
because of thee ; and I am afraid of thy 
judgments.” “ Horror took hold on me, 
because of the wicked which keep not thy 
law.” “ Knowing the terror of the Lord, 
we persuade men.” Such were those strong 
and solemn impressions of God and men, 
and eternity, on the souls of the saints, which 
made them act and endure as seeing Him 
who is invisible and such are the frames 
of soul which every one who aspireth after 
eminent godliness will certainly labour after 
and exercise himself unto. 

2. Stirring up to take hold of God im- 
plies the setting apart of extraordinary times 
for prayer and seeking after God. Calling 
means ordinary, and habitual, and common 
exercises. Stirring up oneself to take 
hold on God means extraordinary and labo- 
rious exercises of prayer. Jacob thus stirred 
up himself when he wrestled all night with 
the angel ; when ho wept and made suppli- 
cation. Gen. xxxii. 24 — 30. Hosea xii. 
3 — 5. So did Joshua when he rent his 
clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the Lord until even-tide. 
Josh. vii. 6 — 9. So did the eleven tribes 
when they w ent up and came into the house 
of God, and wept and sat there before the 
Lord, and fasted that day until even, and 
offered burnt-olFerings and peace- offerings 
before the Lord. Judges xx. 26. So did all 
the saints on all extraordinary and often on 
ordinary occasions. So did the head of the 
saints when he occupied whole nights in 
prayer to God. 

Extraordinary times set apart for the ex- 
press purpose of seeking the Lord, of grow- 
ing in his image, and of arresting his judg- 


ments, and of bringing do WTi effusions of his 
spirit, arc exercises well known to the 
Church, and perhaps to every true mem- 
ber of Christ in all ages, especially in the 
night of spiritual desertion or of threatened 
and outpoured judgments ; “ With my soul 
have I desired thee in the night ; yea, with 
my spirit within mo will I seek thee early : 
for when thy judgments arc upon the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn right- 
eousness.” Is. xxvi. 9. Such exercises at 
such times are appointed by the Lord to 
his people : “ Come, my people, enter thou 
into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about 
thco : hide thyself as it were for a little 
moment, until the indignation he overpast.” 
Is. xxvi. 20. And such is evidently the 
exercise of the Church described in Song, 
iii. 1. “ By night on my bed I sought him 
whom my soul loved : I sought him, but I 
found him not. I will rise now, and go 
about the streets, atid in the broad ways I 
will seek him whom my soul loveth : I 
sought him, but I found him not.” It is 
by such exercises as this that “ the king is 
held in the galleries,” (Song vii. 5) ; that he 
is constrained” to come and abide with his 
Church and people; as Jesus, when he made 
as though he w'ould have gone farther, was 
constrained by his disciples to tarry with 
them. Luke xxiv. 28, 29. When the Church 
w'as thus engaged, the Spirit filled the place 
where they were met as a rushing mighty 
wind. Acts i. 14. ii. 1,2. By efforts like 
these, the Church burst the iron fetters and 
brazen gates where Peter w’as imprisoned. 
Acts xii. 5. By efforts like these, Moses 
and Aaron, and Hur, gave the victory to 
Israel over Amalek. Exod. xvii. 8 — 12. By 
efforts like these, Isaiah and Hezekiah over- 
came the hosts of Sennacherib, Is. xxxvii. 2 ; 
and at thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both 
the chariot and horse were cast into a dead 
sleep. “ Ye receive not, because ye ask 
not ; ye ask and receive not, because ye 
ask amiss, that ye may consume it on your 
lusts.” James iv. 2 — 3. 

But w'hen the Lord’s people do in a 
solemn and determined manner set them- 
selves to seek him, that thej’- may glorify 
him, and not in a trifling manner, for base and 
selfish ends, then it is that the Lord answers 
them in an extraordinary manner, and opens 
the windows of heaven ; then it is that real 
and manifest progress is made in the divine 
life; then it is that the Lord takes special 
complacency in his people, as he did on 
Paul ; then it is that he visiteth his heritage 
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with rcfrcs]nn;y showers of grace. “ Behold, 
lie prayeth and addresses his church in 
these endearing terms : “ Thou art beautiful, 
O my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, 
terrible as an army with banners. Turn 
away thine eyes from me, for they have 
overcome me.” Song vi. 4'. “I have heard 
thy prayer ; I have seen thy tears.” “ As 
a prince thou hast had power with God, 
and hast prevailed.” “ Let me alone.” 

What power Ezra, and Nehemiah, and 
Daniel, obtained with God, by setting apart 
set times for extraordinary prayer, and con- 
fession, and pleading witii him, and how 
much benefit to themselves and otliers; and 
if extraordinary prayer be thus so important 
a mean of stirring up ourselves to take hold 
on God, there is a 

od. Duty implied in this exercise, which 
greatly promotes and assists the exercise of 
prayer — fasting. Tiiere is no virtue or 
holiness in mere fasting ; it is a “ bodily 
exercise which profiteth nothing and it 
has been abused to superstitious ]>ur- 
posrs, and it has been carried to an in- 
jurious excess by imprudent persons. But 
it is an ordinance of God, to be used secretly' 
and publicly. As a secret ordinance it may 
aid much, in curbing and subduing the de- 
sires of the flesh ; and both as a secret and 
public ordinance, it wonderfully aids ami 
enlarges the soul in prayer and spiritual 
exercises. Perhaps wo may say, that he 
who never joined fasting wdth extraordinary 
prayer, never knew what great enlargement 
of heart and nearness to God means. Spiri- 
tual fasting is spiritual feasting. David 
“ chastened his soul with fasting,” and his 
“ knees were weak with fasting.” Paul was 
“in fastings oft.” Pasting is a constant 
scriptural accompaniment of all extraordi- 
nary exercises of confession and humiliation, 
both in secret and public. When queen 
Esther adventured her life for the deliver- 
ance of the Church from impending destruc- 
tion, she said, “ Go and gather together all 
the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast 
ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three 
days, night nor day ; I also and my maidens 
w'ill fast likewise ; and so will I go in unto 
the king, which is not according to the law ; 
and if 1 perish, I perish.” Esther iv. 16. 
“When Daniel set his face unto the Lord 
God to seek by prayer and supplication, with 
fasting, and sackcloth and ashes, Ahe angel 
Gabriel was instantly sent to him as one 
greatly belayed, and revealed unto Itim the 
prophecy about Messiah the Prince.** Dan. 
i*. 3, 20—22. “ And whenbe fasted full three 


weeks, the Lord himself appeared, and said, 
fear not, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved ; 
for from the first day that thou didst set 
thine heart to understand, and to chasten thy- 
self before thy God, thy words were heard, 
and I am come for thy w'ords.” Dan. x. 2, 
3, 11, 1*2. These testimonies to the accept- 
ance of this exercise with the Lord, must 
be borne out in the experience of every 
soul exercised to godliness. They can set to 
their seals that the promise holds true, 
“that they who fast in secret, the Lord re- 
wardeth openly.” Matt. vi. 18. The nearest 
communion they ever had on earth, was 
during or soon after these exercises. And 
remarkable w*as the experience of Brainard, 
that apostolic saint in this respect. After 
every such stirring up of himself, the Spirit 
was manifestly poured out on his own soul, 
and those of his people ; and the conse- 
quence of Ids earnest strugglings after God 
was, that the moral wilderness where ho 
laboured became one of the sweetest, most 
fertile spots on the whole earth ; it was 
indeed a Bethel. “ Light brake forlh there 
as the morning, health sprung forthispeedily ; 
and the Lord guided him continually, and 
satisfied his soul in drought, and made fat 
his bones, and he was like a watered garden, 
and like a spring of water whose waters fail 
not.” Is. Iviii. 11. 

The fourth and last thing w'C shall men- 
tion, as included in stirring up oneself to 
lay hold of God, is holy watching. It is 
through the Spirit that we take hold on 
God ; and the Spirit is grieved and quenched 
by urnvatchfulness. Circumspect and tender 
walking is necessary to the health, and vigour, 
and fruitfulness of the spiritual life. Take 
in the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the 
vines, for our vines have tender grapes.” 
Watching against besetting sins, and temp- 
tations, and delays, and unto a vigorous, 
prayerful pursuit of holiness and perfor- 
mance of duty, and endurance of trial, is the 
frame of soul that fitteth for habitual taking 
hold of and walking with God. This pre- 
pares for all dispensations, whether of mercy 
or of judgment. And, therefore, it is said, 
just before the pouring out of the last vial 
of wrath, “ Blessed is he that watcheth and 
keepeth his garments. And blessed is that 
servant whom his Lord, when he cometh, 
shall find watching.” And it is in this grace, 
alas! that all are so deficient; while the 
Bridegroom itarsied, they all slumbered and 
slept. • ‘ ' 

Who, then, are they that stir up them- 
selves to take hold of God ? It is not ho 



t)6 


THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


who runs hither and thither after noveltj* in 
the public ordinances, but he who, on his 
knees in secret, is finding out new sins, and 
deeper deceitfulness in his heart every day. 
It is not the heady professor and proud 
criticiser of his teachers', but the silent, 
niourniiig, contrite, and broken-hearted, the 
sclf-coiulcinning accuser of his own best 
performances. It is not the virulent railer 
at public sins, but he who carefully keeps 
himself from his own iniquity, yet sighs and 
cries for his own and the sins of the neigh- 
bourhood, the church, and the land. Neither 
is it the slothful professor who lies upon his 
face, but he who, in the vigorous use of 
every appointed means, stirs up the life that 
is in lum, so that his profiting doth appear 
unto all. Neither is he wiio mourns for 
personal afflictions, but he v\ho is grieved 
for the affliction of Joseph, and sorrows for 
the dishonour done to God’s declarative 
glory, the contempt of the gospel of Christ, 
uitd the ruin of the souls of men. 

How rare arc such characters amongst 
ns. Few, few, if there be even a single 
soul amongst us that in any eniiiient manner 
takes hold of God. And hence, there is no 
iiecided witness-bearing for God amongst 
us ; and hence a contentedness in formality 
and false carnal security, having no eminenty 
scarcely any godly persons to measure our- 
selves by, we sec not the height, and depth, 
and breadth of our own carelessness, car* 
iiallty, and irreligion ; and hence we are 
saying, Peace, peace, when there is no 
[»eaco ; and lienee there is no friend of God 
amongst us to intercede for our deliverance 
from s[)ivitual and temporal plagues, no 
Aaron with his censer, no David who, with 
his burnt-offering and his intercession, to 
stay the angel of pestilence; and hence 
many do not know what they really need, 
but are making idols of outward amend- 
ments, and go not to stir themselves and 
(fliers np to seek entire change of heart, 
and assimilation to the image of God, as the 
only successful method of arresting the de- 
solating ravage of the moral jilagues and 
abominations around us. 

Wherein does the great strength of a 
church or nation consist? Not in the out- 
ward forms, privileges, and multitudes of 
the one, nor in the wcakh, population, laws 
or armies of the other, but in having those 
among them who take hold of God. When 
Hezekiah and Isaiah took hold of God, 
Sennacherib and his hosts could not even 


approach Jerusalem. For thou art the 
glory of their strength : in thy favour shall 
our horn be exalted. For the Lord is our 
defence ; and the holy One of Israel is our 
King.” And hence we may see from whence 
the true reformation of a church or nation 
proceedeth. Except it come from God it 
is a delusion of the devil ; and if it come 
from God it proceedeth through the instru- 
mentality of those w hom he stirreth up to 
take hold of him. Such was the reforma- 
tion effected by Jacob after being with God, 
he made his family put away their idols, 
and serve the Lord only ; such that effected 
by Moses in the church and state of Israel, 
after he w as forty days in the mount ; such 
the reformation cftected by Samuel, after 
fasting and prayer at Mizpeh ; such the 
reformation, civil and ecclesiastical, ejected 
by Jehoshaphet, Hezekiah, and Josiah, those 
godly and zealous men ; such by Ezra an<l 
Nehcmiah, they first stirred up themselves 
by prayer and fasting to take hold on God, 
and then brought their nation and church 
into a reformed state. And to pass over 
John Baptist, and Paul, and other New Tes- 
tament reformers, how did Luther, and 
Calvin, and Zuinglius, and Cranmer, and 
Wishart, and Knox, Melville and Hender- 
son, and all the old reformers begin their 
reforming career ? by reforming themselves, 
by stirring up themselves to take hold on 
God, and then bringing the laws and institu- 
tions of the Church and State into conformity 
with the unchangeable laws of God. I jnay 
that I may be mistaken ; but when I sc(^ 
great changes set on foot, w hile at the same 
time, few or none of the agents or subjects 
of these changes do stir up themselves to 
take hold on God, or can endure the men- 
tion of God in connexion with their proceed- 
ings, 1 use the privilege and do the duty of my 
office, when I declare, that I cannot entertain 
a well-grounded hope that what has not begun 
with God, will end otherwise than in con- 
fusion, and trouble, and disappointment. 

And, lastly, we learn the guilt of not 
stirring up ourselves to take hold on God. 
If so great and incalculable evil results from 
this neglect ; and if it betheduty of every one, 
w hether saint or sinner, whether in public 
or in private station, thus to stir up himself, 
then all the evils, private and public, civil 
and ecclesiastical, that result from the gene- 
ral neglect of this solemn duty, do lie at the 
door of every individual that dees not stir 
up himself to take hold of God. 


GLASGOW;— Ei)W A IlD KHULL, rillKTXR TO THE 
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^ tk# Witte iKKircdine 

hakd, and wrote on 
the i(vatl of tke^lace opposite to the king, 
'ilette, Mette,^T^ Upbai»iii<— dJod hath 
^ai\yered ihy kin^-dom wad finished it; 
ihM art wei^^ in the balance and art 
'ibttad wanting ; thy kingdom is divided and 
given to the medes and Persians. In that 
night was Belshazzar, the king of the Chal- 
deans, slain, and Babylon suddenly and 
most unexpectedly fell under the power of 
Darius the Median, aaid by the success 
in war of Cyrus the Persian, Dan. v. 
Kespettiing this Cyrus, who shortly succeed- 
cd to the supreme power, a prophecy bad 
been given 200 years before, in which his 
Tery name was mentioned, Isaiah, xHv. 28. 
xlv. 1, 2, 4. ** Thus saith the Lord of 

Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall per- 
form all my pleasure : even saying to Jeru- 
salem, Thou shalt be built; and to the 
temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. Thus 
saitn the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have holden, to aubduo 
nations before him ; and I will loose the 
loins of kings, to open before him the two- 
leaved gates j and tlie gates shall not be 
shut : I will go before thee, and make the 
croaked places straight; I will break in 
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder 
the bars of iron ; and I will give thee the 
treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of 
secret places, that thou mayest know that 
I, the Lord, which call thee by thy name, 
am tlie God of Israel, For Jacob my ser- 
vant*s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have 
even called thee by thy name : I have sur- 
named thee, though tuou hast not known 
mo.” In accordance with this prophecy, 
and with another in Jeremiah, limiting the 
duration of the captivity to 70 years, in the 
very first year of his reign, Cyrus the Great 
proclaimed that he was charged by God to 
build him a house in Jerusalem ; and he sent 
Zenib^bel, Jeshua, and, under them, as 
many other Jews as pleased, with authority 
and instructions to rebuild the temple. He 
idso autliorized a voluntary contribution 
throughout hw dominions tor their assist- 
ance, and gave them up all the vessels of 
tthe, temple, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
forth out of Jerusalem, and had put 
in tbtj house^of his gods. The first chapter 
of EzA details at length how Cyrus fulfilled 
In teg^ to the tenopTe the will of God intL 
mam 10 lonlf b^re by the prophet i Imt 
i^ti^baptef ooiilmn a 

ISotail of aH lil$ tettikctlons to the of 


Ood, for we torn from he 

gave a g^ant of cedar trbes 
the building of the tem^* gave 

snoD€^« alKi, mito dm ihaimttii olid to^^e 
earpe^Fs, aiid laea^ and knd oil» 

unto them of Zldon, and to them of Tyye, 
to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the 
aea of Joppa* according to the grant that 
they had of Cyrus king of Persia;’* and 
from chap, vi, 4, we learn that he went so 
far as to include in his decree specifications 
far the building of the temple, and a com- 
mand that the expenses should be given out 
of the king’s house. It is difficult to say 
what more could have been done towards 
the erection of the temple/ than w'as done 
by the civil government of Persia in, the 
first year of the reign of Cyrus the Great. 

By the royal countenance and gifts, and 
by the fireewill ofibrings of the people, the 
foundation of the temple was laid, and for a 
time the building of the temple proceeded, 
Ezra chap. in. ; but the 4tli chapter tells us 
how the prospects of the Church w'cre unex- 
pectedly beclouded. The aid of the civil 
government was diminished, and for a time 
withdrawn. For the enemies of Judah and 
Benjamin having first requested leave to 
join them in building, and being refused, 
“ they w’eakened tlie hands of the people 
of Judah, and troubled them in building, 
and lured counsellors against them to frus- 
trate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus 
king of Persia, even until the reign of 
Darius.” They by these base means hin- 
dered the building of the temple for ten 
years, during the reigns of Cyrus and Aha- 
suerus (or Cambyses), until, in the reign of 
Artaxerxes (Smerdis the Ma^pan), an usur- 
per, they obtained a letter from him to stop 
it altogether, which they tookgood care to 
lose no time in doing, “ 'Then sent the 
king an answ'er unto Kehura jLhe chancellor, 
and to Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest 
of their companions that dwell in Samaiia, 
and unto the rest beyond the river. Peace, 
and at such a time. The letter which ye 
sent unto us hath been phdniy read before 
me. And I commanded, ana search hath 
been made, and it that 4hk city of 

old time hath made, hwMir^^ 
kings, and that rebelhoe aeditiou have 
been ttadi4 iherem. ' Ihere have been 
mi^^ khftg* Jerusjdem* which 

have r^od aver i all eokatiies beyohd the 
^ omd was 

Givh eommtmd^ 

these and that 
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tlib eity W not builded, anotber 

ittaodsieoi sbaU be given T^e 

heed now that ye not to do this : why 
should danage grow to the hart of w 
king? Now, when the co]f)y of kkig 
4rtaxerxeft’ letter was read before Rehuna, 
end Shimehat the scribe, and their com- 
panionsr they went up in haste to Jerusalem 
unto the Jews, and made them to cease by 
force and power,** Ezra iv. 17—23. This 
was a dark dispensation, but it soon passed ; 
that king was slain, and Darius (Hystaspes) 
his successor, in the second year of his 
reign, allowed the building to proceed, and 
that apparently the more readUv because 
bis predecessor, the usurper, had been an 
enemy to the Church. 

The prophets Zechariah and Haggai, 
by the spirit of God, stirred up Zerub* 
babel, and Jeshua, and the people, to 
build before Darius* new decree came out, 
Ezra.r. 1, 2. It was extremely desir- 
able to get the co-operation of the go- 
vernment, but it was their own duty to do 
what they themselves could to build the 
house of God. God countenanced their 

S rayers and efforts by turning the heart of 
)ariu8 to make a new decree still more fa- 
vourable to the Church than the decree of 
Cyrus, In it Darius, affer referring to the 
previous act of Cyrus, proceeded to forbid 
the enemies to hinder the building of the 
temple. “ Now, therefore, Tatnai, governor 
beyond tbe river, Sbetbar-boznai, and your 
companions tbe Aphaisachites, which are 
beyond the river, be yo far from thence : 
Let the work of this house of God alone ; 
let the governor of the Jews and the elders 
of the ^ws build this house of God in bis 
place,’* Ezra vi, 6, 7. He then enacted the 
• remarkable provision for the expenses of 
Uie erection, and tlie endowment of the 
temple worship— tliat the expenses of the 
buUding should be paid to the elders of 
the Jews out of that part of the king's 
tribute which was levied from the Samari- 
tans, and tliat the means of offering up tbe 
dmly sacrifices should be regularly given by 
the Samaritan governors to the prie^ at 
Jerusalem. “ Moreover, I make a decree 
what y4 shall do to the elders of these Jews 
for the building this house of God : that 
of the king*s goods, even of the tribute be- 
yond the i}v<^, forthwith expenses be given 
unto these men* that they bo not Mndered. 
And that whiifo they we need of, both 

young b«dfocla»ai4m lamhst Im the 

i)Urnt**nflB8jfinga CcmcL ofheavem wheat. 


salt, wine, and od, according to the appoint* 
ment of the priests which are at Jerussdem, 
Irt it be given them day by day without 
^1,*^ Em vL fo The declared end of' this 
extraordh^ry hbeiality fo the temple was, 
that in it they may offer sacrifice of sweet 
savour to tile God of heaven, and pray 
for the life of the king and of his sons.*’ 
The decree proceeds to enact pains and 
penalties for the civil offences or cnmCB of 
nindering by force the building of the tem- 
ple, or refusing to pay tbe taxes levi^ by 
authority of the empire for its support. 
“ Also I have made a decree, that whoso- 
ever shall alter this word, let timber be 
pulled down from his house, and being set 
up, let him be hanged thereon ; and let his 
house be made a dunghill for this,** Ezra vi. 
1 1 . And the decree concludes, by solemnly 
asserting the high prerogative of the house 
of God, and appealing to himself to execute 
his own judgments upon all its enemies. 
** And the God that bath caused his name 
to dwell there destroy all kings and people, 
that shall put to their hand to alter and to 
destroy this bouse of God which is at Jeru- 
salein. I Darius have made a decree : let 
it be done with speed,'* Ezra vi. 12. 

Affer a long reign, this Darius died, and 
was succeeded by his son Xerxes, who 
showed similar favour to the Church. The 
grandson of Darius, and son of Xerxes, is 
he who is called Artaxerxes by Ezra (vii.), 
and Abasucrus in the book of Esther, and 
he is the t/iird Persian king whom God 
made an eminent instrument of good to the 
Church. In his reign Satan laid a plot not 
merely to withdraw the aid of the Stale 
from the Church, but even to root up every 
vestige of the Church from the face of the 
earth. Haman, a descendant of Amalek, 
that early and worst enemy of the Church, 
became the king’s chief favourite and prime 
minister, and cunningly contrived to get a 
decree passed under the great seal, com- 
manding the whole civil and military force 
of the empire to lead the people, on a set 
day, to the utter destruction ot all the Jews. 
.The doom of the Church seemed sealed 
and final. The laws of the Modes and 
Persians could not be ^tered. Tbe Church 
was completely in the power of the Persian 
empire, and ttiat empire was under an un- 
changeable decree utterly to destroy every 
Jew that breathed. But God appewed for 
hii Cbwrch sd the darkest hour, aud deli- 
by whom ? In answer to 
th^v i^ymmd mtmp, he a pcot 
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Esther, whdm he 
had im iiis proirl^iice raised to be the Queen 
of Pi^r^ to defeat the designs of Haman; 
Olid in her tihele Mordecai being thereupon 
snodd prime minister in his stead, the 
Chnreh was not merely preserved, but 
utrengthened, honoured, enlaiged, and re- 
formed. 

* It was this Artaxerxes, husband of 
Esther, that sent first Ezra, and some years 
afterwards Nehemiah, unto Jerusalem. In 
the chapter of our text we see what the 
State of Persia, by the advice of Esther and 
Ezra, did for the National Church of Judea 
for the established worship of God : vii. 6, 
“ This Ezra went up from Babylon ; and he 
was a ready scribe in the law of Moses, 
which the Lord God of Israel had given : 
and the king granted him all his request, 
according to the hand of the Lord his God 
upon him.” Verses 11, 12, l.S, and 14, 
“ Now this is the copy of the letter that the 
king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the priest, 
the scribe, even a scribe of the words of the 
commandments of the Lord, and of his 
statutes to Israel. Artaxerxes, king of 
kings, unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of the 
law of the God of heaven, perfect peace, and 
at such a time. 1 make a decree, that all 
tliey of the people of Israel, and of his 
priests and Levites, in my realm, which are 
minded of their own free will to go up to 
Jerusalem, go with thee. Forasmuch as 
thou art sent of the king, and of his seven 
connselloTS, to inquire concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem, according to the law of thy 
God which is in thino hand.’* .Besides send- 
ing a royal commission of inquiry, Arta- 
xerxes gave large Voluntary contributions 
to the church; v, 15, And to carry the 
silver and gold, which the king and his 
counsellors have freely otfered unto the God 
of Israel, whose habitation is in Jerusalem.” 
And we read, that not only did the king 
and his counsellors freely offer silver and 
gold unto the God of Israel, whose habita- 
tion is in Jerusalem, but there was per- 
mission given to take up a Voluntary col- 
lection ill all the province of Babylon, to be 
expended on the worship of God according to 
the discretion of Ezra and his brethren ; that 
is, there were Voluntary contributions from 
the rulers and people given to the Church, 
to be itud out as the authorities in the 
CSinnsh might deem best. But Artaxerxes 
did more than exermse in his own p6ZBon» 
imd encourage in others Voluntary Uberalil|’ 
towturds the Chun^h, he offered whatever 


money more might be needed nut -of the 
king s treasure house ; and, in order no 
inconvenience might be snstained through 
the distance between the treasuiy and 
Judea, and the consequent delay in ^ trans- 
mitting money, he commanded his treasurers 
beyond the river, in the close neighbour- 
hood of Judea, and from the taxes collected 
from the Samaritans and others, to give 
more as should be needed unto an hundred 
talents of silver, i. e. L.34,000, 100 baths of 
wine, 100 baths of oil, and salt without pre- 
scribing how much. Thus we see, that 
individuals from their own funds, and the 
nation from the taxes, gave for the temple; 
the king himself, the seven members of his 
privy council, (giving us the idea of a Church 
or Missionary Association in the cabinet,) the 
inhabitants of the province of Babylon, the 
Jewbh people and the priests gave Volun- 
tarily as individuals ; and, in addition to 
this, there was a general and unlimited 
order given by the king upon the national 
treasury, and a particular order upon the 
treasurers of the taxes paid by the Samari- 
tans and other neighbouring tribes, for 
L.84,000, 100 baths of wine, J 00 baths of 
oil, and salt as much as might be asked. 
And, besides this private and public allot- 
ment of money, there was a still more im- 
portant service done by the Persian govern- 
ment for the Church, perfect liberty being 
given to the Church to do whatever God 
required, the government not presuming to 
dictate any thing to the Churen in point of 
faith, worship, or discipline, but leaving all 
to be regulated by the w’ord of God. Verse 
23, Whatsoever is commanded by the 
God of heaven, let it be diligently done for 
the house of the God of heaven : for why 
should there be WTath against the realm of 
the king and his sons ?” The ministers of 
the true religion were exempted from civil 
taxation, verse 24 : ** Also we certify you, 
that touching any of the priests and Levites, 
singers, porters, Nethinims, or ministers of 
this house of God, it shall not be lawful to 
impose toll, tribute, or custom, upon them.” 
Commission also was given to Ezra to pu- 
rify the magistracy of Jud^ and the other 
provinces beyond the river, and to appoint 
magistrates with scripting qualifications, 
religious men, verse 26; “ And thou Ezra, 
after the wisdom of ^y Ood that is in thine 
hand, . 'Set magistrates and judges, which 
may lmlgo people that are beyond 

the nil such bs know the laws 
God ; and teach ye them that know them 
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not” And, in addition to all this, the Per- 
sian f ovemme^t adopted the kw of Ood as 
of eqnal authi^ty with the law of the kie^, 
end appokted jud^pment to be exeeated 
speedily upon whomsoever wonld not do 
the law df God and the law of the king, 
vmse 26> Thk was, of all the laws that tlie 
State of Persia had yet enacted in favour of 
the Churcht the most full imd complete. 
AH that the civil authority could do for the 
temple, was done by this decree. And when, 
some years afterwards, the king’s letters to 
Nehemiah commanded the governors be- 
yond the river to aid him, as governor of 
Judea, in rebuilding the walk of Jerusalem, 
there seems little more that could have 
been rightly asked fipom the Persian State 
that was not given for the national esta- 
blishment and support of the Church God 
in Judea. Immediately after recording this 
great civil charter of the Church, Ezra 
writes the words of our text, “ Blessed be 
the Lord God of our fathers, which hath 
pnt such a thing as this in the king’s heart, 
to beautify the house of the Lord which is 
in Jerusalem ; and hath extended mercy 
unto mo before the king and his counsellors, 
and before all the king’s mighty princes ; 
and I was strengthened, as the hand of the 
Lord my God was upon me.” 

Having seen the providential dealings of 
God, and the transactions of the Persian 
government, which occasioned the thanks- 
giving ill our text, and which explain its 
meaning, let us now consider what infer- 
ences we may justly draw from it. 

1st. The decree of Artaxerxes was right 
in the judgment of God, as well as in the 
judgment of the Church. 

It might be deemed a needless waste of 
time and trouble to prove this, were it not 
that, within a few years back, a great out- 
cry has been raised against all positive 
countenance and support of the Church of 
God by the money or laws of nations and 
their civil governments. What stronger 
proof could be asked that it was right for 
the government of the Persian empire to 
give money and to make laws in favour 
Sle Church, than that Ezra, in our text, 
gives thanks to Gkd for this decree, and 
ascribes the procuring of it to the immediate 
hand of God ? This Eiera was one of the 
most emkent persons in the whole ancient 
Church— was specially raised up for the 
work of refbrmiiig and re-establishing the 
worship of eft Jerusalem — ^parformed 
fhf the al Its letum from Babylon, 


w’hat Moses did for tho Church at its com- 
ing out of Egypt— -and* with the help of 
Nehemiah, put the whole Church into that 
visible order which k had until Christ 
came. He arranged, the canon, and put 
almost the last additions to the Old Testa- 
ment scriptures* He, of all men, was most 
competent to form g correct judgment 
whether it was right in the government of 
Persia to give so much money and counte- 
nance to the Church, and whether this aid 
of the temporal power was for tho real gfood 
of the Church ; and lie, after recording the 
decree, breaks out into the expression of 
joy and thankfulness in our text, Blessed 
be tlie Lord God of our fathers, which hath 
put such a thing as this in the king’s 
heart, to beautify the house of the Lord 
which is in Jerusalem!” And what Ezra 
here gives thanks for drew forth a similar 
ascription of praise and thanksgiving from 
the whole Church in Judea on a former 
occasion ; for they held a great public 
thanksgiving on account of the decree of 
Darius, chap. vi. 22 : “ And the children of 
Israel which were come again out of capti- 
vity kept the feast of unleavened bread 
seven days with joy; for the Lord had 
made them joyful, and turned the heart of 
the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen 
their hands in the work of the house of 
God, the God of Israel.” And the words 
of our texlfare not the words of Ezra alone, 
nor contain merely his fallible opinion : 
that holy man spake as he was moved by 
the Holy Ghost. It is God himself that 
here expresses his high approbation of the 
decree of the Persian king ; and who will 
dare to say that the king did wrong, or that 
the Lord approved what was wrong, or 
what was unjust, or wdiat was an infringe- 
ment of true liberty of conscience? He 
that will contend with God, let him answer 
it. It was God that put it into the king’s 
heart ; it was God that put it into this 
heathen king’s heart, to lay out a portion 
of the private and public treasure, w'hich 
would otherwise have been spent on what 
would perish in the using, upon beautifying 
the house, and promoting the worship, and 
establisliing the visible kingdom of God. 
It was God that put it into the king’s heart 
to employ so faithful a servant of God as 
Ezra — to authorize hiitt; to purify the ma- 
^stracy of th^ land, so that all magistraies 
ha Judea would be at least ouiwardljr reE- 
_ ni# men^— tn permit him to^piadfy tlw 
isdniitty and Church accevding to riw 
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law of Moses, to appoint that all in 

Judea not ao the law of God 

^ punished even by temporal pun- 
ishtp^hisy God put all this in (he king’s 
hcpit, ahd God approved it after the king 
had dbfWB it ; and therefore it was all right 
and gbdly, for the good of men arid the 
glory of God. 

Not only was this decree right, but so 
important was it in the sight of God, that, 
like Cyrus’s proclamation, it was the subject 
of prophecy. Isaiah foretold Cyrus ; and 
to tlanicl was pre-intimation given of this 
decree of Artaxetxes. About 100 years 
before this decree, and two years before 
Cyrus overcame Babylon, Daniel, under- 
standing that the 70 years of captivity were 
nearly completed, made his Remarkable fast 
and confession, recorded in his 9lh chap- 
ter } and, in answer to his prayers, Gabriel 
was sent to inform him that 70 weeks w'ere 
appointed until the coming of Messiah; 
and when we compute these 70 weeks of 
years, we find that they began, not from the 
decree of Cyrus, but from this better decree 
of Artaxerxes, which almost put the whole 
treasury and power of the Persian empire 
at the service of the Church. According 
to the best chronologists, the decree of our 
chapter is ** the commandment*’ spoken of 
in that most remarkable of prophecies, in 
Daniel ix, 24, 25 : “ Seventy weeks are - 
determined upon thy people, and upon thy 
holy city, to finish the transgression, and to 
wake an end of sins, and to make reconci- 
liation for iniquity, and to bring in everlast- 
ing righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the most hol 3 ^ 
Know, therefore, and understand, that from 
the going forth of the commandment to re- 
store and to build Jerusalem unto the Mes- 
siali the Prince shall be seven weeks, and 
threescore and two weeks ; the street shall 
be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublous times.*’ But if this decree of 
Artaxerxes was right, it follows as a corol- 
lary Jrom this, and a 

2(1 inference from our text, that it is of 
great importance to obtain the countenance 
and aid of the civil power in favour of the 
visible church in all ages. It is true, God 
can preserve and increase bis Church with- 
out the aid, and in spite of the opposition, 
of kings and rulers. The Church multiplied 
fimldst the exterminating persecution in 
%ypt \ and it was not lost during the 70 
clptirity in Babylon; and for 000 
ytSM ^iHer Ghrii^ the Church was generally 


J persecuted by the civil powers, and yet 
I multiplied exceedingly. But still, opposi- 
tion by the civil powers, and, mtrt inore,« 
persecution, is in Itself an evil ; and the^ 
nursing care of the kings of the earth is a 
great blessing to the Church. Moses wari 
sent to deliver the Church from Pharoah% 
persecution, and bring it unto aland flow- 
ing with milk and honey, w'here it would 
dwell under the shadow of a protecting and 
mding civil government ; Cyrus was raised 
up to deliver the Church from Babylon, and 
give it his royal countenance and assistance ; 
and when the first Christian Emperor w*as 
raised up, the whole Church rejoiced, and 
thanked God ; and many think that he is 
foretold under the emblem of the rider on 
the white horse, in the first seal of the book 
of Revelations. What destroyed the Church 
in the ten tribes, but the civil power sup- 
porting idolatry, and discountenancing the 
Church V What maintained the Church in 
Judah, but, under God, the good kings Asa, 
Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah ? The 
rulers of Israel w'ere against, those of Judah 
were generally on the side of the Church. 

“ Ephraim compasseth me about with lies, 
and the house of Israel with deceit ; but 
Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faitljtfiil 
with the saints,” Hosea xi. 12. If prophets 
could have maintained a Church, that of the 
ten tribes would not have fallen, for there 
were no two such prophets in succession in 
Judah as Elijah and Elisha were in Israel v 
but wicked rulers, discountenancing true 
and countenancing false religion, ruined 
Church and State. “ Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel to sin.” And if 
God had not turned the heart of the Per- 
sian kings to favour the Church, and, as it 
were, to nurse it in the silver bosom of the 
great image of the civil power, we see no 
way of preserving it then from being lost 
and swallowed up among the nations. 
And, to come to modern times, in those 
nations of Europe where the civil power 
favoured the Reformation from Popery, it 
has remained until this day, as in Scotland, 
England, Holland, Sweden, Denmark, and 
parts of Switzerland ; but where the civil 
governments opposed it, Poperjr and Infi- 
delity reign triumphant unto this hour, as 
in Spain, Ital^ and France, in aR w hich 
places as pureFrotestant congregations were 
once planted ias in any land ; but, for want 
of civil pgrotection and nursing, they 
perished. « 

iUet none of yon, therefore, my frierids*^^ 
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give heed to the foolish, false, and ruinous 
j^eoidatos of those who wouid have the 
Church renounce all aid from the Slate ; 
experience and the Bible are equally against 
them. The NoncoBformists or Presbyte- 
rians of England were once double the 
number of those in Scotland ; SOOd minis- 
ters in one day were cast out by tliat bloody 
and peijured tyrant, Charies II. The State 
has nardly given them countenance since, 
and now they have dwindled away to a 
wretched handful, and the mbst of their 
congregations have become deniers of the 
Godhead of Jesus Christ ; while the 1000 
congregations of Presbyterians in Scotland, 
after a more terrible persecution than al- 
most any church ever suffered, having been 
countenanced by the State for 150 years, 
are to this day orthodox in doctrine ; a 
revival has commenced among them by the 
Spirit of God, which promises to bless the 
whole land. And while the great majority 
of the descendants of those who seceded 
from them have abandoned their sworn 
confession of faith, and are going farther 
and farther from the principles of their 
fatheis, the Established Church is repent- 
ing and remembering whence she has fallen, 
and beginning in earnest to do her first 
works. 

3d. If civil aid and countenance be so 
important to the Church, it is the duty of 
all that love the prosperity of Jerusalem to 
seek and endeavour to obtain it. Ezra did 
so, vii. 6, ** And the king granted him all 
his request according to the hand of the 
Lord his God upon him.” And in like man- 
ner, Nehemiah, after he had mourned cer- 
tain days for the desolations of Jerusalem, 
and lasted and prayed before the God of 
heaven, and offered up many confessions 
and requests, concluded his intercessory 
prayer by entreating God to grant him 
favour in the sight of the Persian king. 
“ Prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this 
day, and grant him mercy in the sight of 
this man.” It is very true that there has 
been much in the history of the Church 
of Scotland to discourage her friends from 
seeking the aid of the State. Our kings 
have too seldom been nursing fathers 
of our Church. For many years the dvil 
ower of Scotland was too much in the 
ands of those who cared little for the 
Church. The middle classes had little or 
no influence In the election of their repre- 
sentatives in Parliament. . Eyery thin^ wa« 
BMinaged by the higher classes, bf whom a 


groat majority arc attached to the supersti- 
tious and imperfectly reformed Churcb oi; 
England, ana many cared not for religion 
except as a mean of keeping the people in 
^ietness. So little did they care for the 
Church, that at the union with England, 
they procured a* law forbidding the erec- 
tion of a new parish, unless two-thirds o? 
the valued rent consented to it ; that is, the 
landholders prevented any more, even of 
her owTx money, being given to enlarge the 
Church* as the population increased ; and 
there was scarce a new parish church erect- 
ed for a hundred years. And together with 
this, they prevailed, by means of patronage, 
to put in a corrupt ministry, who pleased 
and fawned upon the greats whilst they 
neglected their congregations, and the doc- 
trines and discipline of the Church becamq 
thus miserably corrupted. From all this 
have grown the evils we now see — a largo 
population almost heathens in our principal 
towns, great bodies of Dissenters and ra- 
pists, and the churches not near able to con- 
tain all the people, although in some places 
it is said that they are not filled, and an in- 
creasing enmity against the national Church, 
and threatening to take away all her endow- 
ments and leave her a beggar dependent 
upon the charity of her remaining friends. 
The refusal to increase the number of 
churches, patronage, and the corrupt minis- 
try introduced by patronage, have occa- 
sioned chiefly the present evils of Scotland 
and her Church. But now that patronage 
is checked, and may, by the voice of the 
people be removed — now that there is a 
great begun improvement in the ministry— 
now that efforts are making to increase the 
Church, as well as to reform it ; and now 
that the middle classes of Scotland, who 
have always been the steadfast and tried 
friends of the Church, have a real and effec- 
tive voice in the management of the nation, 
through their representatives in Parliament, 
it is their bounden duty to take care of the 
Church of their fathers, not to starve it as 
did the heritors and nobles in their time of 
power ; to call upon Parliament to increase 
and endow new parishes where needed, and 
to use what means God has put in vour 
hands for the extension, defence, and re- 
formation of the Church* Be well assured 
that it is only a people that love and pray, 
and strive for the peace of Jerusalem, that 
shall prosper temporally or spiritually. 
The curse of God will rest upon Scotlai^ 
if his chnich therein, once so glorious and 
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pure, be allowed to Ue waste aud to be de- 
stroy^ change in tbe civil 

pf this kingdom, has put it into 
jobber of the middle classes either to 
to destroy the national Church; 
nobles would not build it, and their 
is now curtailed ; if the people do 
iiot, what is to be looked for but the most 
desolating judgments to come upon us by 
the destruction of all institutions of civil 
order and religion, and every man turned 
against his brother. Without church reform 
civil reform will but hasten the out-pouring 
of the judgrnents which national and indivi- 
dual sins have so long and so fully merited. 

4thly. We ought not to be discouraged 
from seeking the adequate support of the 
state, by the apparent improbability of ob- 
taining it. ** Who art thou, O great moun- 
tain said the prophet Zecliariah, in refer- 
ence to the opposition of the usurping Per- 
sian king, stirred up by ilic enemies of the 
church, “before Zerubbabel thou shalt 
become a plain,” Zech. iv. 6, 7. If it be 
the duty of kings to be nursing Withers of 
the Church, and to serve the King of kings, 
and to provide that all their subjects have 
the means of knowing and worsliippiuj 
God, and that “ to the [loor the Gospel be 
preached,” and that none perish for luck of 
the means of knowledge, then it is the j 
sacred and bounden duty of all Christians j 
not only to pray for this, but to strive and 
use their influence to bring it about ; and 
one principal way of moving government 
now, is by the petitions of the people. 
Therefore it is a duty to petition for the aid 
of the government to the Church, and | 
whoso refuses this duty docs not perform j 
the part of a friend to the Church, and ne- ^ 
gleets a duty to God. Be not concerned 1 
about the immediate oifect of petitioning ; ^ 
leave consequences to God ; do your duty, | 
and God will take care of his own cause ; 
Only do your duty. I 

5th]y. The friends of religion and the 
Church ought not to be unduly concerned ; 
which party is up or which is dosvn. Too i 
engrossing concern about party is a chief , 
sin of the day. Know' that 'God moves all 
parties to fulfil his predeterminate purposes, 
und turns their hearts as the rivers of waters 
whithersoever he pleases, “ The counsel 
of the Lord standeth for ever, and the 
thoughts of his heart to all generations,” 
jftk.nd know, that unless he turn their hearts 
ipnlght, all parties will ecuially empoae the 
and church of God. 


what surprising revolutions and turns of 
affairs toqk place in Feiaia, and how God 
caused them all, in answer to the prayers of 
his people, to work together the beneht 
of his Church. It is . for the Church that 
the earth itself is kept up : and much more 
is it for the sake of his Church that God 
raises up a Cyrus, a Darius, an Artaxera&es, 
and places such men as Daniel, Mordeeai, 
and even Haman, in kings* courts. Do not 
trust much in man, or in parties of men. 
“ Curse<l be the man tliat trusteth in man, 
and rnuketh flesh his arm, and whose heart 
dcpartetli from the Lord. For he shall be 
like the heuth in the desert, and shall not 
see when good cemeth.’* When tlie friends 
of tlie Church are uppermost, give thanks^ 
like Ezra, to God, who putteth it into the 
heart of the king to beautify his house. 
When the enemies are uppermost, do as 
David did, when he encouraged himself in 
the Lord his God. 

Cthly. The friends' of the Church ought 
not to bo much moved either by the flat- 
teries or the threats of the enemies. In the 
days of Cyrus — Bishlain, Methredath, aud 
Tabcel ; in the days of Darius — Tatnai, and 
Slielhar-boznai ; in the days of Artaxerxes — 
Sanballatj.and Tobiah — all banded together 
against the Church. While the Jews were 
indolent, and did not build the temple, the 
enemies let them alone ; but whenever there 
was a serious progress in building and re- 
forming, immediately the enemies put every 
iron in the fire to stop them. Sometimes 
they tried flatteries, and feigned friendship 
and regard for religion ; “ Let us build with 
you : for we seek your God, as ye do ; and 
we do sacrifice to him since the days of 
Esar-haddon king of Assur, w'hich brought 
us up hither.” Ezra iv. 2. Sometimes they 
tried falsehoods and calumnies, telling the 
Persian king that the Jews were a diSoyal 
rebellious people that w’ould pay no taxes. 
Ezra iv. 13. Sometimes they spoke with 
great calmness and moderation, as did Tatnai 
and Shethar-boznai. Ezra v. 3 — 17, Some- 
times they ridiculed the efforts of the 
Church with the most bitter scorn and 
irony: “ What do these feeble Jews? wifi, 
they fortify themselves ? will they sacrifice ? 
wUlthey make an end ia ariay ? will they 
revive the stones out of the heaps of 
rubbish which are burnt ? .Now Tobiah the 
Anunonite was hy hips ; and he s^, Eyen 
riiat whlc^ riiey bufld, if a fox go up, W 
shsdl .even break down their stone walk” 
And itt other 
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conspired to arm and fight against Jmsa- 1 
lem, and to hinder the boilding. Keh. it. 8. 
Ani in short, every possible device of 
snares, and treachery, and falsehood, and 
bribery, and intimidation, was tried, ail 
without effect. Neh. vi. Sometimes they 
used open force. Ezra iv. 23* But although 
they occasionally prevailed for a while to 
humble the Jews, and make them see their 
only sleadfast friend to be God, yet when 
the Jews turned to him in prayer, and fast- 
ing, and confession, and repentance, and re- 
formation, they uniformly nad a revival and 
deliverance, and all their enemies were con- 
founded. And then, as now, there was a 
mixing up of the most different classes, ani- 
mated by a common hatred and envy to the 
Church. There were Haman and bribed 
counsellors at court; and there were Ara- 
bians, Ammonites, Horonites, Samaritans, 
in the provinces, and of all the Samaritans 
were the bitterest. Their predecessors had 
seceded from the Church at Jerusalem, and 
now’ they had completely degenerated ; pro- 
fessing themselves the people of God, they 
joined with the w'orst enemies of the Church 
for its destruction. And then, as well as 
nbw', insignificant sections of trifling sects 
and tribes tried to fill the ears of govern- 
ment by the most sounding descriptions of 
their own greatness and importance. In 
the petitions against the building and en- 
dowment of the Church, who would have 
discovered that the petitioners were nothing 
more than the petty fractions of mean tribes 
in an obscure corner of a distant province. 
And amidst the sounding names and desig- 
nations of the numerous bands of petition- 
ers who would have discovered that the 
petition itself was got up by one or tw'o in- 
dividuals : “ Rehum the chancellor, and 
Shimshai the scribe, wTote a letter against 
Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king in this 
sort: Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, 
and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of 
their companions ; the Dinaites, the Aphar- 
sathchites, the Tarpelites, the Apharsites, 
the Archevites, the Babylonians, the Susan- 
chites, the Dehavites, and the Elamites, and 
the rest of the nations whom the great and 
noble Asnapper brought over, and set in the 
cities of Samaria, and the rest that are on 
this side the river.” But do what they 
could, the enemies w^ere disappointed and 
shamed, so long as the Jews were penitent 
and humbled, and looked up for help* to 
God, and sot^ht to rebuild tlie temple and 
Jerusalem, and put the Church into order. 


And God turned the heart of the king of 
Assyria to cohunand the very taxes tSten 
by hun from the Samaritans to be paid by 
them day by day for the maintenance of the 
public worship ,at JCrusa^m ; and for 4;hi3 
the Spirit of God gives thanks in Ezr^ 
vi. 22. So will the enemies of the Protes- 
tant national church in our land bo put to 
shame in God’s good time, however they 
may for a time prosper because of our sins. 

fthly. The Church needs, and is entitled 
to the private liberality of individuals, as 
w’ell as to the public support of nations. 
Let us not think that the whole burden of 
maintaining the public worship of God 
should be borne by the nation, and none 
borne by individuals — by ourselves. Large 
and liberal as were the government grants 
by Darius, Cyrus, and Artaxerxes, yet the 
voluntary liberality of the private Jews was 
called into exercise. So it w'as in the time 
of Moses and of the kings, and so it must 
be as it has been in the times of the Gospel. 
The Church requires both national and 
private liberality. Private Christians, as 
well as Christian nations, are to bring their 
wealth into the new Jerusalem. There was 
no nation or government that befriended 
Christ himself when on earth. It was not, in- 
deed, possible that there could ; for had “ the 
princes of this world known him, they would ' 
not have crucified the Lord of glory.” Con- ’ 
sequently he w’as obliged to depend chiefly 
on the liberality of private individuals for 
the maintenance of himself and his infant 
church. But Christ himself accepted of 
support from the property of Chuza, the 
steward of king Herod, what seems as near 
as was possible to accepting support from 
kings. 

8thly. The church of God ought not to 
be treated either by individuals or nations 
in an avaricious, 'mean and niggardly man- 
ner. Artaxerxes had not to build the tem- 
ple — that W’as done already — but he beauti- 
fied it ; he laid out money on it, as some 
would say very unnecessarily and extrava- 
gantly. But Ezra thanks God for putting 
such a thing as this into the king’s heart to 
beautify the house of God. Do we beau- 
tify our owm houses ? do we paint and ceil 
them, and make them something more 
respectable than bare barns? do nations 
build'pal^es for their kings, and magnificent 
public buildings for their courts, and do they 
think this to be for the honour of the nation 
and of the khag? And shall we pay no 
mark of respect to the King of kings? Shall 
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iji« IW bett^ than a barn ? Shall 

p^bay apent ia beautifyingr 
^ “ t i^^eSlessly thrown away? And 
the Church of Scotland disregpards 
;bilbif^neiit8, shall she therefore be deprived 
;6f iiihsolute necessaries? Shall we build 
%ot one room more than is barely su^ 
dent in the earthly palace of Christ, while 
the meanest country cottage boasts of a 
spare room for extraordinary occasions, 
and the poorest farmer or. burgher would 
be ashamed if his house was so scrimp as 
to hold not one individual more than his 
own family? Who is so miserly as to wish 
to have no spare seat in his house for his 
iViends, and not one more than will accom- 
modate just so many of his family as must 
sit down at the same time ? And who is 
so miserly to the Church as not to allow a 
^are seat for those who cannot attend on 
every Sabbath-day, and not one seat for 
friends and neighbours on extraordinary and 
sacramental occasions ? The poor captives 
from Babylon consulted not their own 
poverty in rebuilding the temple; they 
thtought of the glory of God, and laid the 
foundation of a worthy temple. Cyrus the 
Great nobly helped thorn out of the riches 
of Persia. They thought not of their few- 
ness at the time, but built the walls of Jeru- 
salem of a worthy size, becoming the dignity 
of the chief city of Judea ; and they then 
brought inhabitants to fill the half empty 
city. Neh, vu. 4. “ Now the city was large 
and great, but the people were few therein.” 
Neb. xi. 1, 2. “ And the rulers of the 
people dwelt at Jerusalem ; the rest of the 
people also cast lots, to bring one of ten to 
dwell in Jerusalem the holy city, and nine 
parts to dwell in other cities. And the 
people blessed all the men that willingly 
offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem.” 
How does the Word of God, and the con- 
duct of his people of old, rebuke the mean- 
ness shown towards his Church in our land, 
and the niggardly fear, lest there be in the 
house of God any room more than there 
are already people pressing in to occupy 
completely. The noble spirit generously 
shown in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
was followed in the time of Malachi* by as 
complete a display of miserliness as can be 
made among ourselves, and w’e see w'hat 
rebuke it called forth. Mai, i. 7, 8. “ Ye 
' offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and 
we say. Wherein have we polluted thee? 
la 4Ht ye say, The table of the Lord li; 
OOtttetOptible. And if ye offer the bUnd for 


sacrifice, is it 004 evil ? it aew nato 
thy governor; will hO be |deased witfe thee, 
or accept thy person? sidth the Lord of 
hosts.” 

Pthly. As it is the duty of idl to serve 
and glorify God, so no one Is exempted 
from the duty of supporting hk true ChtMPCh* 
The heathen kings and heathen people of 
Persia gave of their money to the Church ; 
and they did no more titan it was their duty 
to do. The government gave of the public 
money taken by taxes from heathen to sup- 
port the temple; and thanks is given to 
God for this. And Darius commanded the 
Samaritan governors, instead of sending the 
taxes to the public treasury, to give them at 
once to the Jews for the support of the pub- 
lic national worship of God; and for this 
the Holy Spirit renders thanks. Had not 
the Samaritans as good a right to plead con- 
science against paying the taxes to the tem- 
ple, as any now can have against paying 
taxes to a government that supports what 
most of them allow to be the true worship 
of the only living and true God? 

lOthly. We ought not to refuse to add 
to the number of ministers and buildings in 
the Church, until the Church is perfectly 
reformed. The population of Scotland hi 
more than doubled; and its wealth has 
increased at least fourfold since the present 
number of ministers and churches was first 
established. Is it not a fearful evil that so 
many hundred thousands of people should 
thus, in Scotland, have had no public pro- 
vision made for their good, and that so many 
thousands of the poor should be perishing 
for lack of knowledge ? But some say, and 
I confess I am almost one of them who do 
say, let us first remove the chief corruptions 
of the Church, the chief causes of its decay, 
and then set about rebuilding it. First 
remove the patient’s disease, and then use 
means to strengthen him. But suppose we 
w'ere to act upon this principle, when could 
we say that the Church is so far reformed 
that it is now time to enlarge her. There 
is no such thing as a perfect church or a 
perfect Christian upon earth. There will 
probably be some tnings that need reform 
while the Church is upon earth; shall we 
say that, until every minister pleaches the 
Gospel without error, and every church 
member be fituitless, and every sitting in 
every parish churdb in Scotland be filled^ 
no new church oi^pht. to be built, however 
macb it m particular 
needed; this is the same as io ^ the 
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rdnntii ts never ln^ be 1| is, 

Mteed* most denreble lo lukve tiiai »i31 nf . 
Sa^» ptitrona^rew utterly tool W- 
roimdiiig the Church, aad also most desk- ; 
able to remove scandalous and me^ient 
and to cast out aeaudaloos aiul 
igooraut members $ but aZl these refor^ are 
going on and will require time ; and, in the 
meantime, are millions to bo allowed to go 
to hell in ignorance, and sin, and misery ? 
Let the reformation, and the defence, and 
the building of the Church all go on to- 
gether. Nehemiali’s workmen builded with 
one hand, and with the other held a sword 
to defend themselves from their enemies. 
And after having built the temple and the 
walls, and driven away the enemies, Nehe- 
miah then set the people to confess publicly 
their sins; to renew their national covenant ; 
to purge the communion roll of unworthy 
members; to purify the priesthood, and 
drive out unworthy ministers, and to pro- 
mote the sanctification of tlie Sabbath. 
Neh- vii.— xiii. This Bible order is the order 
now following in the church of Scotland. 
May the Lord prosper it and bring us to 
deep repentance, for great indeed is the 
guilt that lies upon us and our fathers. 

lithly. The aid of government to the 
extension of the Church, is the rich giving 
for the good of the poor. 

The rich treasure house of Persia would 
not feel the subtractions given to the tem- 
le at Jerusalem ; one battle would waste 
more. And to the poor returned cap- 
tives of Jndah what an assistance and bless- 
ing government grants were! What the 
government would not feel, it would utterly 
have ruined the poor returned captives to 
have expended from their own resources. 
We plead for a small sum from the abun- 
dance of the nation, to give religious instruc- 
tion to the poor. We, parish ministers, ask 
not one shilling to ourselves, it is for you; 
it is for the poor labourers, and weavers, 
and mechanics, especially of the large towns ; 
it is for your dhildren’s education — for their 
and your souls that we plead ; and we wish 
to take lit tie or nothing firom the wages of 
the poor, we wish to get from the abu^ance 
of the rich, many pf whom voltmUirily will 
no# part with a farthing for the souls 
- ^ ’bodi« of their poorer brethren. We 
^ of the poor against the rich, 

and the ]^rt of the rich against themselves. 
^ And It .has been asserted, not without good 
l^othilki ih^ hs^fpenny a-year upon 
Mifiduai ^ the empire, would be the 
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^ aatkm % gtaiitk^ the petirioos for w 
C^hurch Scotland. 

It^thly. us ikot think that we shall 
grow poor if we give much to God. How 
y0 the heathen kii^ ^ Persia me up in 
judgment against the |nrolessed Profc^ 
kings of Scotland, and condemn them, fof 
they gave to the temple at Jerusaleai, and 
behold a greater than the temple of Jeru- 
salem is here? The Christian iehurch as 
much excelleth the Jewish, as the li^ht of 
the moon excels that of the stars. Did the 
Persian kings lose by what they gave to 
the temple? A visible success seems to 
have attended those kings that gave, most to 
the temple, and those who opposed tiic 
Church were visibly disgraced, and weak- 
ened, and defeated. Have the heritors of 
Scotland been enriched by their spoiling 
and keeping her own from the Churen ? It 
has been said, with much plausibility, that 
as a body they are the poorest and most 
drowned in debt of the whole community. 

They that honour me, I will honour.** 
Who ever gave to God and did not receive 
a full repayment with principal and inter- 
est? Since this nation began to give nothmg 
for the enlargement of the Church, and to 
suffer it to become corrupt, the nation has 
gradually sunk deeper and deeper into debt, 
while the people of the nation are increas- 
ing in wealth. That branch of the royal 
family, the Stuarts, which set itself against 
the Church of Scotland, and shed the blood 
of the saints like water, has been cast from 
the throne, and became beggars, and died 
all of them in a strange land. S'o dangerous 
it is to meddle with the house of God. 
Haman felt this to his cost. At the begin- 
ning of the reign of Darius, after the ene- 
mies had prevailed for a while to stop the 
building of the temple under the former 
reign, the people of Jerusalem were saying, 
the time is not come, the time that the 
Lord’s house should be built. “ Then cSime 
the word of the Lord by Haggai the po- 
phet, saying. Is it time fop yoi^ O ye, to 
dwell in your ceiled houses, and ibis house 
lie waste? Now, therefore, tj^us smth the 
Lord of hosts, Consider .your, VfaysV Ye 
have sown imich, aikl bring little ; ye eat, 
but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye 
nre net 4rink; ye clothe you,t but 

there k nene warm; and he thaf eskneth 
wagos> oairaaeth wages to put it into a bag 
Wi& wes. Thus ssdth the Lord of hosts, 
Cortidev yimr weys* Go up to , the moun- 
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Sermon by the Rev. Archibald Nisbet, Glasgow'. 
Sermon by the Rev. Thomas Swan, Birmingham. 


PREPARATION FOR HOLY AND HAPPY DYING; 

A SERMON, 

By the Rev. ARCHIBALD NISBET. 


“ There is but a step between me and deaths — 1 Sam. xx. 3. 


Diligent preparation for his latter end 
is not only the bounden duty, but the para- 
mount interest of every man. The motives 
accordingly which are best calculated to 
promote this highly important purpose, are 
no less various in number than they are 
urgent in their nature. To the most super- 
ficial reflection these will be evident. The 
amazing changes which that event must 
make upon the condition of every indivi- 
dual, along with the numberless conse- 
quences which, as yet unseen, are to follow^ 
in its train, present in the most striking 
aspect the necessity of circumspection in 
this awfully solemn affair ; and, with a voice 
no less intelligible than it is impressive, 
entreat from every one a serious attention 
to the things of their everlasting peace. 
There is another ground, however, upon 
which the realities of a coming eternity pos- 
sess a high claim upon the regard of dying 
man. We mean the fragility of his present 
existence. For, surely, w hen it is considered 
how' soon he shall be separated from time, 
and time be separated from him, how' short 
is the disb^ce between this world and that 
which is beyond it, and how narrow is the 
veil that aivides the visible from the in- 
visible state, notliing can be more foolish 
than a godless neglect of the future, or more 
VoL. V. — No. 170. 


infatuated than an inordinate attachment to 
the present. Upon this topic, accordingly, 
Scripture frequently expatiates at great 
length, and at the same time in language of 
the most beautiful nature. There, the perish- 
ing life of man is compared at one time to 
the fair flower that blooms gay in the morn- 
ing, but withers again at noon ; at another 
time, to the airy vapour of the atmosphere, 
which appears for a moment, but then 
speedily vanishes away. At one time, the 
same existence is compared to the wind of 
heaven, which now' careers along the firma- 
ment, but in a little is gone for ever ; at 
another time, to the evanescent shadow wliicli 
is once seen, but in the tw inkling of an eye 
is seen no more. The same idea is strik- 
ingly exhibited in the words of the text. It 
is true, indeed, that the circumstances in 
which they were sj)okcn were somewhat 
singular and extraordinary. Harassed by 
the malignity, and persecuted by the ani- 
mosity of the blood-thirsty Saul, David was 
at the time exposed to no small danger ; 
and, considering the manifold advantages 
which his enemy possessed over him, might 
look upon himself as daily encompassed 
with the utmost peril. But though this 
be the case, the language is by no means 
inappropriate to the condition of every man. 
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So inevitable is death, so short is life, so 
ttncertairi is the period when the one may 
approach and the other terminate, that, when 
reflecting upon the present and anticipating 
the future, each man may say, in the so- 
lemn and momentous language of the text, 
“ There is but a step between moand death.” 
In discoursing from these w'ords, it shall be 
our endeavour, humbly depending upon 
divine aid, in the first place to demonstrate, 
by a few considerations, the important truth 
contained in the text. In the second place, 
advert to the duty which that truth urges 
upon every man ; and, in the third place, 
conclude by noticing a few of the motives 
which may be considered as calculated to 
induce attention to the duty. 

According to this method, we are then, in 
the first place, to demonstrate, by a few con- 
siderations, the important truth contained in 
the text. Upon this part of the subject we 
would observe, first, that every man may 
apply the language of the text to his ow n 
condition, when it is considered that death 
is the inevitable destiny of all our race. 
This humiliating event none can cscaj)e. 
From the very condition in which man has 
placed himself, his body is doomed to dis- 
solution, and thus, despite of every contin- 
gency, must at last undergo the fatal sen- 
tence. Nor does it matter what rank he 
occupy among his fellow'-men. To the sw ay 
of this desolating tyrant the mightiest eiii- 
]>eror who ever sat on earthly throne, no less 
than the lowliest beggar who ever craved 
the boon of charity, is entirely subjected ; 
aad thus it is, that from the palace of the 
prince, no less than from the cottage of the 
poor, may everwand-aaon be heard the cry 
of exhausted and departing nature. More- 
over, in its descent upon man, this evil is 
regulated by no particular law. Death 
meets him everywhere, and is procured by 
every instrument. It may come by violence 
or secret influence. It may come by the 
aspect of a star or the smoke of a mist, by 
the emission of a cloud or the meeting of a 
vapour, by the stumbling of a chariot or 
the fall of a stone. In, short, it may come 
by severity or by degrees, by God’s mercy 
or Go anger, by every thing in provi- 
dence ^aad every thing in mannera, by every 
thing in nature and every thing in chance. 
Such>^axe tbe dreumstanr^s m wideb we are 
placed. The chains which confine us to 
this condition ve stnemff as ilastiny, and 
laumtiabla at the etainaLlaws of God. !rhe 
oi^guial raditioB oft omr m v^y ^ 


fcreiit. Created in tlie image of his Maker, 
man w^as invested with tlie fair beauties of 
immortality, and destined to live for ever ; 
but, transgressing the commandment, he 
exposed himself to the displeasure of his 
Maker, and thus, as the certain conse- 
quence of sin, entailed upon himself, nay, 
upon all his posterity, suficring and death. 
Creation mourned the melancholy fall, and 
a cloud of darkness rested upon the na- 
tions. From that moment, accordingly, in 
the long vista of succeeding ages might be 
seen unnumbered diseases ready to draw" 
forth the rending sigh and the heavy groan. 
From that moment might be seen millions 
of w’eary mourners moving in sad proces- 
sion, and w'ceping as they went. From 
that moment might be seen the dreary 
chambers of the cbarnel-honsc ; and, though 
decked in monumental glory, the sad me- 
morials of our fall. From that moment 
might be seen murder in crimson covering 
stalking along, slaughter marching in widely 
desolating step, and, on the theatre of human 
passion, a thousand garments dyed in blood, 
a thousand voices sunk in silence, a thousand 
arms laid low, and death in bitter triumph 
reigning over all. Thus, independently of 
every circumstance, death is the inevitable 
destiny of our race ; and all experience 
proves that from this warfare there is no 
discharge. It is true, indeed, that to this 
general law there has been found exception ; 
and the records of divine revelation contain 
instances of tw'o individuals who, being 
translated at once to heaven, tasted not the 
bitterness of death. To the exclusion of 
these two cases, how'ever, which are handed 
down as an especial testimony to tlie truth 
of an eternal life beyond tlie powder of (Jeatli, 
every thing around us saystliat man must die. 
He may escape the lingering agonies which 
generally accompany dissolution, and at one 
fell sweep pass from time unto eternity. He 
may enjoy many years of healthful vigour, 
and see fall around him the companions of 
his youthful days. But whatever be the 
case, at last cometh the night of death ; and 
then w rapped in the sombre pall of the tomb, 
he, like his fathers before him,, lies down to 
sleep in the silenee of the dust : so that 
upon a slight re^rlerw of tuich a( consideration, 
every manimay well declare, “ There is but 
a stop Wweeii rae and 

iultject we 

wenld ureaMk, fthaft «Tety i»aa .mayi,iip] 
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death is the inevitable destinyof all our race, 
but also when it is considered that even'at 
best human life is of a most limited duration. 
Were man so constituted that he mig:ht 
expect to spend in this world a lengthen- 
ed number of years, to sojourn upon the 
footstool of our earth for a term of many 
seasons, and rejoice over the bounties of 
j>rovidence for what might be termed a mul- 
titude of days, some excuse might be found 
for his violent attachment to the present, 
and his unhallowed neglect of the future. 
J>ut w'bat, alas ! is the real state of the case? 
So short is the life of man, that he is no- 
thing more than a pilgrim in a strange land. 
And here we speak not of those who, at the 
command of God, have dropped into an 
early tomb, and in the spring-day of life 
have taken a long farewell of beloved rela- 
tives. We speak not of the tender infant 
snatched away in the bloom of days, and 
ver whose remembrance many a tear has 
fallen from the eye of bereaved affection. 
AVe speak not of the ardent 3^outh, whose 
early prospects have been all blasted by the 
wliirlwind of death, and whose long-che- 
rished anticipations lie entombed with him 
in the dust. Nor do we speak of those who 
have been cut oft’ in the vigour of life, and 
left behind them many an unsatisfied hope. 
But we allude even to those who have been 
blessed wdth w'hat is generally termed a long 
life, and who, after bearing the heat of the 
day, have been brought to wdiat may be 
ealled the evening of human existence. 
What, it may be asked, is (he period of 
their life ? They can look back, indeed, 
and from the summit upon which they stand 
can behold many a variety of scene. But 
they can also look forw'ard ; and, as they see 
the ceaseless roll of eternal ages that lies 
before them, will be constrained to ackno^v- 
ledge, so striking is the contrast, that their 
days are but vanity. Nay, brethren, w'ere 
the life of man extended to a thousand years, 
the same truth would still hold. Time, 
whatever be its duration, is reall}^ short. 
Eternity only is long; and thus it is that the 
very rising and setting of yonder sun, the 
very succession of spring to winter, of win- 
ter to autumn, of autumn to summer, and of 
summer to spring, might have told the most 
aged antediluvians that life was but a sha- 
dow. What shall w^e say, then, of the short 
period now allotted to man? Alas! it is 
nought, and may w'ell be compared to what 
is frail and fleeting. Have you seen the 
falling of a star ? Have you seen the flight 


of an eagle ? Have 3"ou seen the verdant 
face of spring ? Have you seen the fresh 
dew of the morning ? Have you seen the 
wind that chafes the flood ? So is man t 

The winds blow out, the bubble dies. 

And spring entombed in autumn lies ; 

The dew dries up, the star is shot. 

The flight is past, and man forgot. 

But, farther, upon this part of the subject 
we would observe, that every man raayapply 
the language of the text to his own con- 
dition, when it is considered not only that 
death is the inevitable destiny of all our race, 
not only that even at best human life is of a 
most limited duration, but also w’hen it is 
considered that time is in every circumstance 
of a most uncertain tenure. N othing* indeed, 
j can more strikingly confirm the w'ords be- 
fore us than this momentous fact ; for, 
though all men know" that they will die, nay, 
though all men know"^that they will die soon, 
yet, respecting either the moment or the 
manner of their death, they are entirely 
ignorant : and w hether they shall be carried 
away in the morning, noonday, or evening ; 
whether they shall be summoned from the 
stage of time in sudden surprise, lingering 
sickness, or protracted agony, they absed utely 
know nothing. On this gyound, the period 
of man’s life may be considered as short 
indeed. And is this true only with regard 
to such as, from the circumstances in w'hicli 
they are placed, are peculiarly exposed to 
danger? Is this true only with regard to 
him who, travelling in the inhospitable 
desert, may fall a victim to ravenous beasts 
of prey ; with regard to him who, goingdow’n 
to sea in ships, must brave a while the deso- 
lating tempest ; with regard to him who, 
standing on the field of bloody contest, can 
eye around him the unnumbered engines of 
death? No ; it is true of all men. An ap- 
pointed time is guaranteed to none, and thus 
dissolution may descend as speedily upon 
him who sleeps in security as upon him who 
is cradled aloft in the couch of danger. No 
truth, bow’ever connected with this impor- 
tant topic, is so readily forgotten, ano so 
unworthily supplanted by the cares of a 
world that perishes. The mind of man 
devises nriany a scheme, and the heart oi 
man cherishes many a fond prospect. In 
the midst of all this, however, the voice of 
heaven's flat is heard, and thenthese schemes 
arc all blasted, and these prospects laid low 
in the dast. Around us we behold many a 
testimony to thfis truth. Walk into the 
dwellings of the dead, and behold the green 
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fod that covers yonder grave. There re- 
poses in lonely silence a striking monument 
of what we are now saying. Like his com- 
panions left behind him, that impetuous 
youth had pictured out with fancy’s pencil 
many a coming scene, rejoiced in hopeful 
anticipation, and w aited for the approach of 
future felicity. In a moment death began 
to prey upon his vitals, and, before a few 
moons had waned, made him a tenant of 
the corrupting tomb. Behold that grave 
nigh unto it. He who slumbers there was 
the delight of his friends, the ornament of 
society, the stay of his family. Light beamed 
in his eye, and vigour rested in his arm. In 
a moment, by an unseen hand, desolation 
came upon him, and left friends to lament, 
society to mourn, and a family to weep. 
Nor can the eye pass over that other grave 
nigh unto these. There lie the remains of 
one who was beautiful and lovely, amiable 
and affectionate. In her a husband delighted, 
children rejoiced, and many were happy. 
With one fell stroke the destroyer came, 
and laid in the dust the subject of unnum- 
bered tears and heavy sorrows. Such is 
the lot of vain man. And who knows but 
the same destiny may be at hand to many 
who are now addressed ; and that little 
though they think it, there are even at this 
moment sown within their frames the seeds 
of a disease that w ill in a little blast all their 
hopes, and crush to nought their fondest 
anticipations. Yes, that cord which binds 
together matter and spirit is inexpressibly 
slender, and may in a moment be snapped 
asunder ; that bowl whence life draws her 
nourishing draughts is inexpressibly brittle, 
and in a moment mliy be dashed to pieces ; 
that wheel which turns round the whole 
animal economy is inexpressibly minute, 
and in a moment may be crushed to very 
dust. Upon a review of this consideration, 
every man may say, “ There is but a step 
between me and death.” What ground of 
humility to man, and what an urgent call 
upon him to bury all his glory in the earth ; 
what a ground of solemn reflection to every 
individual, and what a call upon him to im- 
prove the present I “Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation.” That 
time will depart never to return; that day 
will set never to rise. “Oh I that men 
were wise, that they understood these things, 
that they w’ould consider their latter end, 
and apply their hearts unto wisdom — which 
naturally leads us to what we proposed in 
the second place, namely, to advert to the 


duty which the truth in the text urged upon 
every individual. 

Upon this part of the subject, we 
would observe ; first, that the announce- 
ment of such a solemn consideration should 
induce every man to seek immediate re- 
conciliation with his Maker. By nature, 
all men are in a state of enmity with 
God, and on account of sin exposed to 
his grievous displeasure. At their en- 
trance into the world, they bear the 
marks of divine condemnation upon them ; 
and, so long as they continue therein uncon- 
verted to God, they are only adding to 
their original guilt and pollution. This 
truth, however unwelcome to the carnal 
mind, is w’ritten as with a sunbeam upon 
every page of divine revelation ; and, 
therefore, to enter into any formal proof of 
it, were a task altogether unnecessary. 
Now, to die in such a state, were awful be- 
yond expression. For most certain it is 
if men not only live in this world uncon- 
verted to God, but enter into that which is 
eternal with the inscription of divine wrath 
upon their foreheads, there will open 
upon them a scene of misery, unending as 
it shall be agonizing. To conceal this were 
most unfaithful, nay, were most cruel ; and 
therefore, terrible though it may appear, we 
hesitate not to announce the dreadful fact. 
Against the impenitently wicked, God has 
uttered, for the vindication of his justice, the 
most awful denunciations ; and, as he is not 
a man that he should lie, or the son of man 
that he should repent, they can expect 
nothing else. In these circumstances, then, 
the endeavour of every man should be to have 
this barrier removed, and to look upon pro- 
crastination in the matter to be above all 
things most foolish and most infatuated. For 
as death is certain, and the period of it un- 
certain, the summons for eternity may come 
w'hen not expected, and thus the slumbering 
conscience awake not till recovery is unat- 
tainable. And the neglect of men in this 
important concern is the more inexcusable, 
upon a review of the precious opportunities 
which they possess. To them are now 
offered in the Gospel a pardoning mercy, a 
sanctifying grace, an eternal life; and for 
the purpose dfaccompUslung their salvation, 
the Almighty in gracious wisdom hath ap- 
pointed every necessary mean. On the 
ground of gratitude, then, no less than that 
of interest and duty, men are urgently called 
upon to return unto God. Yes, God is 
waiting for them ; Christ is waiting for 
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them ; the Holy Spirit is waiting for them ; 
and, therefore, their neglect of this duty is 
•not only an insult to the Almighty, but a 
contempt at the same time of his abundant 
and saving grace. Since, then, an eternal 
world is at hand, since deliverence from the 
consequences of sin may be obtained, not a 
moment is to be lost. On the contrary, let 
the united influences of these truths bring 
men unto God, and thus delivering them 
from that wrath which they deserve, make 
them meet for the solemn eternity which is 
before them. 

Again, upon I his part of the subject we 
would observe, that the announcement of 
such a solemn consideration should not only 
induce men to seek immediate reconciliation 
with their Maker, but at the same time 
should increase in the great work of the 
soul’s salvation — the spiritual diligence of 
those who have been enabled to seek that 
reconciliation. To the enjoyment of eternal 
life after death, something more is neces- 
sary than the simple pardon of sin. This, 
indeed, is the first step, and before the soul 
can be prepared for death, deliverance from 
condemnation is absolutely necessary. After 
this, however, much remains to be done. 
The eternal well-being of the soul is a work 
of momentous magnitude, and will most 
assuredly require the attention of the long- 
est life. Let us think for a moment what 
it is. Not only must we be justified by faith, 
but also sanctified by divine grace ; not 
only must we be delivered from the guilt, 
but also redeemed from the power of sin ; 
and thus having a mcetness, as well as a 
title for the inheritance of the saints in light, 
be fully prepared to stand in the presence 
of Him who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity. Is this a work to l>e done at once ? 
Surely not. Without speaking of that divine 
grace from on high which is the spring of all 
spiritual life, there are required frequent medi- 
tation, fervent prayer, diligent hearing, seri- 
ous reading. This must be evident to every 
one. For, surely, if we do not often reflect 
upon our spiritual character, how cm we 
know our condition God-ward? if we do 
not continue earnest in prayer, how can we 
obtain the blessing of the Most High? If 
we do not attend to the asdduous hearing, 
as well as reading of the divine Word, how 
can we make any progress towards that 
perfection which is heaven itself? It is 
impossible ; and thus many who conceived 
themselves lo be on the path of well-being 
have, in the neglect of these, been at last 


miserably disappointed. Oh! then, it U 
hi^h time for every one, instead of relaxing, 
to increase his diligence in this great work 
of spiritual self-examination. The day will 
depart, and be succeeded by the setting of 
night. The season of grace will flee away, 
and be followed by an evening, the shadows 
of which can never be dispelled. Shall w'e 
then continue ever listless? We labour for 
the meat that perisheth, and spend in toil 
unnumbered hours for that which must soon 
depart, and are so foolish as to neglect 
what concerns a dread eternity. Let this 
bo the case with none of us. Then, as we 
know not how' soon these privileges may be 
out of our reach, let us be diligent in busi- 
ness ; let us be fervent in spirit ; let us add 
to our faith every Christian grace; let us be 
constantly engaged in the service of God, 
and animated by the hope set before us ; 
let us run with patience our appointed race. 
In this w'ay, and in this w'ay alone, our life 
will be useful ; our death will be happy ; 
our eternity will be joyful. 

Still farther upon this part of the subject 
we would remark, that the announcement 
of such a solemn consideration should not 
only induce men to seek immediate recon- 
ciliation with their Maker, should not only 
increase in the great work of the soul’s sal- 
vation the diligence of those who have al- 
ready obtained that reconciliation, but should 
also make every one stand in the attitude of 
constant and watchful preparation for eter- 
nity. Considering the many changes which 
death must make upon the condition of 
every individual, it is certainly the most 
important event which can take place dur- 
ing the w^hole course of his existence, and 
consequently requires a suitable frame of 
mind to meet it. In this respect, however, 
all are chargeable with a most unpardonable 
insensibility. We do not wonder so much 
to behold this in men whose hearts are de- 
voted to the world, and w^ho have no care 
of any thing beyond it. But w e do w onder 
to see the spirit so strikingly prevalent 
among those w ho, from their profession, 
should not only be desiring, but devoutly 
anticipating a coming eternity. Neverthe- 
less we apprehend this to be the character 
maintained by the generality of professing 
Christians, we may not accuse such of 
inattention to the ordinary duties of life ; 
we may not accuse such of indifference even 
; to the observance of religion ; but we would 
^k them if they, according to the divine 
. injunction, have their “ loins giit about, and 
2 K 
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their lamps burning?” — in other words, are 
they living in the exercise of eve^ Christian 
grace, increasing their faith, cherishing their 
hope, and nurturing their love, and thus 
waiting for the coming of their Lord? We 
say such are not. Look at many in the 
house of God, and where is the hearing 
and diligent ear? Look at them in the 
sphere of public society, and where is the 
tender conscience, the upright walk ? Look 
at them in the privacy of domestic retire- 
ment, and where is the humble deportment, 
the holy conversation, the heavenly charm 
of attractive example? Look at them in 
the solitary chamber, and where is the con- 
trite confession, the ardent supplication, the 
spiritual longing after intimate commun- 
ion with the blessed God? Alas! these 
are seldom to be found! — poor prepara- 
tion for a coming eternity! We hope better 
things of many whom we now address, and 
would now urge upon them more regular 
examination of their spiritual state, more 
fervent diligence in the service of their 
Maker, more ardent aspirations after him 
in glory. For, oh ! how foolish is a con- 
trary conduct. You are dying creatures, 
and should, therefore, allow no dawn to 
arise, and no day to set, without serious 
reflection upon this important event. You 
are in a little to enter eternity, and should, 
therefore, make it the object of your heart 
to be meet for such a change. You are 
soon to be for ever happy or for ever miser- 
able, and should, theremre, in meditating 
upon the affecting truth contained in the 
text — should ever be ready to pray with the 
Psalmist, Lord, make me to know mine 
end and the measure of my days, that I 
may know how frail I am.” 

And this leads us in the last place to 
conclude this discourse, by noticing a few 
of the motives calculated to induce atten- 
tion to the duty demanded. In the first 
place, then, speedy attention ought to be 
given to the momentous topic of the souls 
salvation, as life alone is the season of duty. 
“Now is the accepted time,” is a truth no less 
clearly taught by reason, than it is by the 
urgent entreaties of divine revelation. The 
man who does not sow in spring can never 
reap his fruit in autumn. In like manner, 
it is incontestibly evident that he who does 
not seek the favour of God here, can never 
expect to enjoy that favour hereafter. This 
is a matter of deepest importance. Are 
we now possessed of health ; are we now fa- 
Toured with the bounties of providence ; 


arc we now blessed with the privileges of 
the everlasting Gospel, then are we under 
the deepest obligation to improve them. 
Nay, more than this. In the observance 
of what is now stated our highest interests 
are involved. Let the night of death ap- 
proach, and every opportunity of a spiritual 
nature has for ever departed. After that 
no sound of invitation will ever be heard ; 
after that no offer of pardon will ever be 
given. A sentence passes and is never 
recalled ; and, therefore, if that period fleet 
away unimproved, there can be no recon- 
ciliation, and no return unto God, but a 
fearful looking for of wrath and fiery indig- 
nation. Let precious time be improved 
and all will be well. But, again, speedy 
attention ought to be given to the momen- 
tous topic of the soul’s salvation, as this will 
be highly calculated to make the hour of 
death comfortable. In whatever light it 
may be viewed, death is a step awfully 
momentous. We accordingly find the gene- 
rality of men upon its approach perplexed 
in a degree somewhat striking, and even 
labouring under no small degree of alarm. 
Few, indeed, attain that full assurance which 
can dispel every fear. On the contrary, 
there is too frequently even in the best of 
men, if not an absence of that comfort w hich 
they require, at least nothing more than a 
humble trust in his mercy through a Media- 
tor, while with the greater part of dying 
men there is a trepidation, a dismay by no 
means becoming their faith. Now w’hat is 
the reason of this? It arises from that 
indolenee in spiritual things, that listlessness 
in the work oi salvation which characterizes 
too many. Oh ! w'ere men living as they 
ought to do, death w^ould be invested with 
comparatively little terror. Let us, then, 
be found walking more closely with God, 
waiting more intently upon his Spirit, and 
desiring more earnestly the blessings of his 
grace; and then, when he does approach, the 
destroying tyrant will be divested of many 
of those terrors with which he is generally 
accompanied. Nay, on the contrary, beyond 
that dark valley which is so dreary to many, 
we shall behold a land of unclouded light ; 
and across those awful waves which are so 
overwhelming to thousands, we shall behold 
a country beaming in the glory of eternal 
bliss, and thus be able, instead of feeling 
at his approach agitation and alarm, to 
welcome death as our best and expected 
friend. 

Once more we w’ould observe, that speedy 
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attention ought to be given to the moment- 
ous topic of the soul’s salvation, as in no 
other way can we anticipate a happy eter- 
nity. After death there are only two states. 
At that solemn event the righteous go into 
life eternal ; the wdcked descend to ever- 
lasting misery. This is a truth solemn be- 
yond conception. But it is no less certain 
when you die you will go either to heaven 
or to hell. You will either be admitted to 
the society of blessed spirits, or joined to 
the company of devils. The great question 
then resolves into this : Whether will you 
lie down in everlasting burning, or dwell 


with devouring fire; or whether will you 
ascend to the mansions of the blessed, and 
enjoy an eternity of happiness ? The answer 
to such a question it is not difficult to know. 
But be assured, 0 man, whosoever thou 
art, that thou shall never escape tiie former, 
and never enter upon the latter, without a 
practical application of the truths now stated. 
Pray the Holy Spirit of all grace that thoii 
mayest attain such a consummation, and 
that by the working of that Spirit in thy 
soul thou mayest at the last day be found 
united to Him who is the resurrection and 
life. Amen. 


THE MANNER IN WHICH WE OUGHT TO VIEW OUR 
AFFLICTIONS; 
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** Our light affliction^ which is hut for a moment, worketh for us a fur more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory'* — 2 Coe. iv, 17. 


In the preceding part of this chapter, the 
holy Apostle presents before us an enume- 
ration of those great afilictions w'hich he and 
his fellow-labourers endured, in consequence 
of their attachment to Christ, and their em- 
ployment as his ambassadors, as the messen- 
gers of mercy, to a guilty world. They 
were, indeed, highly honoured in being 
called to such an office; but it w'as not all 
honour. Much peril and tribulation w’ere 
connected with it. The Apostle mentions 
their trials ; but, at the same time, he tells 
us of those supports which were administered 
to them amid all their sufferings. We arc 
troubled on ov ry side, yet not distressed; 
we are perpK .wjd, but not in despair; per- 
secuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, but 
not destroyed — always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our body.” In the verses preceding the 
text, he tells us, “ that all things were for the 
sake of believers, that the abundant grace 
might, through the thanksgiving of many, 
redound to the glory of God — for which 
cause,” he says, “ we faint not ; but though 


our outward man perish, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day.” He was 
animated to all his labours, not only by the 
important consideration of the glory of God, 
but also by the end that w'as in view. 
Though he had much outw^ard suffering, yet 
he had great inward consolation ; though 
his outward man faded, yet his inward man 
flourished, being renewed day by day ; and 
encouraged by his present enjoyments, and 
animated by his future prospects, he ex- 
claimed, “ Our light affliction, w'hich is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal w'cight of glory V* 

I. Let us consider the manner in which 
the Apostle teaches Christians to view their 
afflictions : “ Our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment.” This is the view the 
Apostle presents before you, whatever your 
affliction may be. It may be profitable that 
you should contemplate it in this light. You 
are not always disposed to do it ; you are 
apt to magnify your troubles rather than to 
diminish them — to view them as great, 
rather than to consider them as little. In 
the human mind there is a strong aversion 
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to trouble of any kind. It is not grateful 
to the spirit of man. He revolts from it ; 
he cannot endure it. Mo is bom to it; but 
without idinne grace, never can become 
reconciled to it. It is indeed true, that 
trouble, or afl^tion, in itself, is not agree- 
able. This is admitted, oven by the Apos- 
tle himself, in hb epistle to the Hebrews, 
“ Now no affliction for the pment seemoth 
to be joyous, but grievous.” In itself it is 
no cause of joy ; it yields no delight ; it is 
hard to be endured ; it is painful to tl»e 
flesh, and irritating to the spirit, hi is very 
disagreeable, and very oppressive. But 
yet, in this place, tljo Apostle presents it 
Ihjfore us in a different light — he places it 
in a very attractive point of view. Ho 
dissipates all its gloom, and irradiates it with 
glory. He makes it out to be a very trivial 
and a very insignificant thing. You think 
it heavy, even when you view it abstractly 
— but especially so, whatever it may be, 
when it comes upon you. It seems to 
you dark enough before it come, and you 
tremble at the prospect; but when it 
comes, you foci as if you could not sustain 
it, as if it wore heavier than you can bear, 
as if you should entirely sink under it ; you 
think yon are in deep waters, and that you 
shall be overwhelmed ; you think your 
burden is greater than you can bear ; you 
feel that you arc in darkness, and you see 
no light. But the Apostle will not admit 
that it is 80. He says that it is light — a 
thing of no weight whatever — which ought 
to have no influence in crushing the spirit 
of the Christian. And, besides, you think 
the time of your affliction long, how- 
ever short it may be. Though it may not 
l>e on you many years, or montlis, or even 
days, you imagine it long, and anxiously 
desire its removal ; and you never think it 
too short ; at least, you are not apt to do so. 
But the Apostle wishes you to view it us 
very short — even as momentary; he calls it 
the “momentary lightness of our affliction.” 

Now, the Question is, whether this be the 
right view. It might aliuost be presumed 
it is, when we reflect that it is the view 
which an Apostle gives — one who was not 
apt to be deceived, one who could not be ' 
deceived, and one certainly who would not ' 
deceive others ; one who, on the contrary, 
]>resented this view of the subject for the 
purpose of consolation, that he might com- 
fort the hearts of Christians, and raise them 
above their afflictions. But it will be found 


that this view of affliction is reasonable, and 
is founded in truth ; that it is true in ilself, 
apart from the implied assertion of the 
Apostle, Paul is hero speaking compara- 
tively. He is contrasting the affliction of 
time with the glory of eternity. As for his 
own affliction as a Christian, and especially 
as an Apostle, and that of Ids fellow-labour- 
ers, he knew that in itself it was both heavy, 
grievous to be borne, and long-continued ; 
for great, indeed, were the sorrows of the 
Apostles, and they remained with them as 
long as life itself. They had no expectation 
of exemption until death. But the mind of 
Paul was full of the future. His eye was 
full of an exceeding weight of glory wdiich 
language could not express ; in comparison 
to that his affliction was light — even levity 
itself — not w'orthy of being mentioned; and 
by faith he saw the eternity of that glory, 
and then it seemed short indeed, contracted 
into a point that was invisible. And is not 
this a just and proper view of affliction ? 
Does it not commend itself to your reason? 
Many of you who arc Christians arc scarcely 
afflicted at all. Every heart knoweth its 
own bitterness ; but some of you have had 
very little affliction. When the cloud hath 
come over you, it hath very soon dispersed. 
You have had no storm — only a few' drops, 
and the clear shining after the rain. This 
is the case with many Christians, especially 
in these ]icaceful times. They pass through 
the world with very little affliction; they 
appear to be W'afted to heaven in great com- 
fort and felicity. But, even if it were not 
so, if all Christians were doomed, like the 
Apostles and primitive believers, to suffer 
affliction of the severest nature during the 
whole of their lives, still the assertion im- 
plied in the Apostle’s words is true, when 
the future is taken into account. You must 
acknowledge that it is so. When you turn 
the eye of your faith to the exceeding w'eight 
of glory, and when you reflect that it is 
eternal, you must coincide w ith the Apos- 
tle, when he says, “ Our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment.” It is true that, 
before 3^011 can do this, you must rise above 
your native level. You cannot feel sympathy 
with the Apostle, in this exalted view of 
affliction, if you continue where you are, 
if you grovel, if you remain on the low 
ground of this world, where you are in- 
volved in clouds and thick darkness. It is 
impossible. You must arise. You must 
ascend the mountain of elevated contempla- 
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tion. You must aspire to attain the height 
of the subject. You must be under the in- 
fluence of a vigorous faith — not looking at 
the things which are seen, but at those 
which are unseen. Your mind must be 
more filled with the future than it is with 
the present. You must endeavour, in some 
measure, to comprehend the glory to be re- 
vealed; to take in, as much as a spiritual 
mind on earth can, the vast extent of it ; 
and to apprehend its eternity; otherwise, 
you cannot even understand the meaning 
of the Apostle. You must soar aloft j and, 
bursting the bounds of time and space, you 
must rise even to the throne of God, where, 
contemplating the glory that awaits Chris- 
tians, and the eternal nature of it, you will 
be able to say with the Apostle, “ Our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment.’* 

II. Consider the influence of affliction in 
preparing Christians for future glory. 
This is stated in the text : “ Our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, work- 
ethfor us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory or, as it might be, “ prepar- 
cth us for,” &c. And this is not only a 
delightful, but a most important view of 
affliction, which ought to render it accept- 
able to the believer, and lead him to wel- 
come it with greater cordiality than he 
generally docs. The tendency of affliction 
is to prepare him for inconceivable and 
eternal glory. Hence affliction is part of 
the discipline of the covenant of grace ; and 
it worketh the peaceable fruit of righteous- 
ness in all who are properly exercised under 
it. In the furnace of affliction the dross 
and the tin are taken aw'ay, and Christians 
are gradually refined until they become 
perfectly pure. Surely this idea is calcu- 
lated to reconcile them to those afflictions 
that are painful to endure, and that they 
can scarcely think light or short. 

But how^ do afflictions prepare Christians 
for glory ? They w’ork in them a meetness 
or suitableness for it. Naturally they are un- 
prepared, and corruption is strong within 
them. The d^raved nature strives for 
the mastery. The love of sin is strong 
in the soul, and sometimes threatens to 
carry all before it. But afflictions are sent, 
and these w eaken the power of corruption. 
The mind of the Christian may be undu y , 
set upon w orldly objects, which are of va- 
rious kinds. These are removed. The 
Supreme Disposer takes away beloved 
relations who are idolized, or riches which 


have been the object of trust, or plea- 
sures which have taken away the heart, 
or honours which have been supremely 
sought after. These are removed, and then 
the Christian is brought to God, as his only 
refuge, wdiere alone he can find rest. He 
seelw his enjoyment in God, and raises 
his mind to heaven. He becomes more in- 
different to the w'orld, more set upon spirit- 
ual attainments, more anxious for an increase 
of faith, of hope, of love, of knowdedge, and 
of holiness. His affections are elevated, set 
on things above, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God. He is more heavenly- 
minded. He is more deeply impressed w ith 
the vanity and unsatisfactory nature of all 
earthly things. He is convinced that the 
world cannot be a portion for his immortal 
sj)irit ; and that perfect trust in the Re- 
deemer is that after which he should con- 
tinually aspire. In this w'ay affliction pre- 
pares him for a “ far more exceeding and 
eternal w'eight of glory. 

Thus do afflictions work for glory to 
Christians, inasmuch as they are means in 
the hand of the Spirit, in preparing Chris- 
tians for heaven, in rendering them par- 
takers of God’s holiness, in conforming 
them to Christ, and in enhancing their 
spiritual enjoyments ; for, in the deepest 
affliction, they have often been the hap- 
piest ; in the darkest night they have often 
been blessed with sw eetest songs. 

But there is another sense in which ihitj 
passage may be understood. In proportion 
to the extent of the affliction of Christians^ 
especially for their attachment to the Re- 
deemer, will be i\\G\v future glory. Doubt- 
less this was the view of the Apostle. He 
and his fellow-labourers suffered much for 
Christ. But when they looked forward to 
the recompense of the reward, ail their 
labours seemed light, all their sufferings 
momentary. And so they were, contrasted 
w'ith that which was before them. — All that 
you can do or suffer for Christ, in itself, is 
without merit ; but yet it will be rewarded. 
It will not be done or endured in vain. A 
rew ard of grace is attached to it, which, on 
account of the infinite merit of Christ, w ill 
be conferred. This is sufficient to cheer 
your hearts, especially amid those reproaches 
you may be called to endure for your at- 
tachment to Christ. Let this prospect 
encourage and elevate your hearts : “If 
e be reproached for the name of Christ, 
appy are ye.** At the present time, your 
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afflictions of this nature arc hardly to be 
named ; and will you be cast down on ac- 
count of them ? Fear ye not the r^roach 
of men, neither be ye afraid of their revil- 
higs.** Your enemies know not that all their 
enmity and all their reproaches are adding 
to the lustre of your future crown. Now, 
you may go mourning all the day, your 
heart being exceedingly depressed, and you 
arrayed in sackcloth ; but think of your 
future splendour and joy; anticipate that 
for which all your sorrows of every kind 
are preparing you^a “ far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glo^3^” 

III. And now we are naturally led to the 
contemplation of this glory itself. But how 
shall we be able to rise to the height of the 
subject? It is evident, from the language 
employed by the Apostle in the original, 
that he labours for suitable expressions to 
convey his thoughts. Though an Apostle, 
and under the immediate inspiration of the 
Spirit, such were his views and his concep- 
tions of the future heavenly glory, that, in 
the whole compass of the languages he 
knew, he could not find words adequately 
to express his thoughts. Associating the 
Hebrew and the Greek together, as he 
docs in this place, he manifests that they 
were incompetent to the full communica- 
tion of his ideas. Our translation, impres- 
sive and magnificent though it be, does not 
at all convey the sense of the original. It 
has been justly observed, that this sentence 
is one of the most emphatical in all Paul’s 
writings, and that he here expresses himself 
more like an orator than an apostle ; that 
the original phrase is infinitely eraphati- 
cal, aud cannot be expressed by any trans- 
lation : “ It signifies, that all hyperboles fall 
short of describing that weighty eternal 
glory, so solid and lasting, that you may 
pass from one hyperbole to another ; and 
yet when you have gained the last, you are 
infinitely below it.”* It reminds one of 
Paul, wdien he had returned from the third 
heavens. He saw glories which, he says, 
it was not lawful for him to utter — glories 
which wore not adapted to human vision, 
and which human language had not been 
invented to convey the idea of. So here, 
in contemplating, under tire influence of the 
Spirit of inspiration, the future glories that 
were in reserve for him, and all Christians 


♦ Doddrige, lu loc. 


who followed their Lord through evil and 
good report, he felt unable fully to impart 
what he conceived ; or, rather, the subject 
transcended his conceptions; it baffled all 
his efforts of thought, and left him to say, 
that if hyperbole were added to hyperbole, 
even in that case it would remain concealed. 

And how delightful is the thought that, 
as Christians, we are expectants of a glory 
of which w^e can form no adequate idea ; 
that the glory of heaven transcends all we 
can conceive or express ; that though we 
collect together, in one grand conception, 
all that in the entire universe is great, beau- 
tiful, or fair, even then we shall fall far short 
of the heavenly reality ; even then we shall 
only speak and think as children, w'hose 
ideas and expressions do not come up to the 
reality of things. Who can describe the 
greatness of tilings eternal ? We can only 
judge from what we see; and it must be 
confessed, that in the visible universe much 
is to be beheld that impresses us w’ith the 
greatness and the power of God. Even on 
our ow'n little globe, many striking forms of 
nobleness and beauty meet us at every turn. 
The earth is full of riches, of beauty, of 
sublimity; scenes of glory and w'onder 
ever^^vvhere present themselves ; in green 
and fruitful vales, adorned with flowers and 
trees, intersected by beautiful rivers and 
streams ; in hills of every variety of ele- 
gance of form, covered with peaceful flocks ; 
in lofty mountains which elevate their heads 
to the sky, some of them covered with 
eternal snow, which, under the shining of 
the sun, present to the distant observer an 
aspect of surpassing glory. Then there is 
the great and wddc sea, in w hich are innu- 
merable kinds of fishes of exquisite beauty, 
and which itself presents continually to those 
w'ho dw’ell upon its everchanging scenes of 
fascination and w'onder; besides all those 
glorious objects w’hich are concealed in its 
unvisited depths, which eye hath never be- 
held. 

** Full rnan.v a gom of purest ray serene. 

The (lark unfathomed caves of ocean bear.** i' 

Then let us rise to the sky, which the 
Almighty hath adorned with millions of 
w'orlds, and which, when the light of the 
sun departs, become visible to the naked 
eye ; so that, in one sense, w^e may be said 
to behold more in the absence of the sun 
than in his presence. When the morning 
dawns, we rejoice in the returning light ; 
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\ve exult to behold anew the varied glories 
of this lower world ; but even the sun him- 
self conceals from our ^iew tlie surpassing 
wonders of the heavens. But all the glory 
of the material world must fall infinitely 
short in representing that which awaits real 
Christians. The glory of the visible creation 
is indeed great ; and from what we see, may 
we not anticipate to dwell for ever in a 
region transceiidently sublime? You have 
often beheld scenes on the earth and in the 
sky, which have greatly impressed you, 
which have affected you with the most de- 
lightful emotions, even with delight ap- 
proaching to ecstasy. You have been filled 
with admiration at those displays of the 
j)erfections of the Deity which you have 
seen ; and, in the narratives of intelligent 
travellers, yon have been struck with sur- 
prise at what they have seen, and at the 
relations they give of various and new ob- 
jects. Your minds have been more im- 
pressed with the wonders of creation. But 
what are all these in comparison to the 
brightness of this glory ? The greatest and 
most beautiful objects shrink away in the 
comparison. Tliey fade from the view. 
As, in the light of the sun, the stars are all 
concealed, so in the glory of eternal things 
all that is beautiful, and splendid, and 
sublime on the earth, disappears. Imagine 
(,‘very star in the firmament, from horizon 
to liorizon, a sun, and all these combined 
into one, and that one multij)lied into mil- 
lions — what a blaze of light would emanate 
from these immense bodies ! and imagine 
that the eye of man were so constituted that 
he could rejoice in all that light, would not 
liis emotions be infinitely delightful ? But 
all that glory, great as it would be, is dark- 
ness in comparison to this ; it will be a 
“ far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.” 

But wc must beware of losing ourselves 
in generalities, which is so easy to do on 
this ^eat subject. We are not destitute of 
definite ideas on which to fix our minds. 
Though it transcend all conception and 
expression, yet we may present intelligent 
descriptions, which will give distinctness to 
our thoughts, and thus enhance the ration- 
ality of our expectations. There is no need 
that we should indulge in enthusiastic vaga- 
ries, when the word of truth hath imparted 
so much that is useful and edifying, cal- 
culated to animate our hopes, and qideken 
ns in our endeavours in the way to heaven. 


This is an exceeding weight of glory ; it 
will, in its very nature, be substantinl^ 
weighty^ solid. Now, this is a quality you 
well understand, and on which you can fix 
your hopes. In this it forms a striking 
contrast to the objects of the world, even 
the weightiest and most important of them. 
In comparison to this, even affliction, w hich 
men consider very lieavy, is light — ^so light 
as not to be worth naming ; nor should it 
be allowed unduly to press down the spirit 
of any heir of this glory. But men con- 
sider wealth weighty. It is, however, all 
a mistake. Nothing can be more delu- 
sive. “ Wherefore do ye set your eyes upon 
that which is noO for riches make to 
themselves wings ; they fly away as an 
eagle tow’ards heaven.” All the riches 
of this world, or of ten thousand w'orlds, 
are not to be compared to this. They 
arc, in comparison, less than nothing 
and vanity. Oh! that all the misers on 
earth w'ould think of this! and that, instead 
of accumulating so eagerly their perishing 
gold, which they cannot take with them to 
the grave, w hich would do them no good if 
it were made into a sepulchre for them, and 
which certainly will not procure happiness 
for them in the next world — they would 
strive to attain this “far more exceeding 
weight of glory.” There is no substance 
in any thing else, nothing to lay hold upon, 

I nothing that will fill or satisfy the soul. All 
else will soon fail. The mountains will 
melt, the firmest thrones will shake, the sun 
himself will fall, and the heavens depart 
like a scroll ; but then will this remain : 
“That I may cause those that love me,” 
saith God, “ to inherit substance.” 

This is such a weight of glory that 
Christians could not sustain it, if they w’ere 
not prepared and strengthened by Omnipo- 
tence to do it. Otherwise they could not 
bear up under it. Even in the world men 
are not always able to sustain their circum- 
stances. Some sink under the load of afflic- 
tion. Some are not able to bear honour, 
or w calth, or prosperity, in any kind. “ The 
prosperity of fools destroys them.” It is 
too much for them. They are not able to 
bear it. It requires a certain form of cha- 
racter to act well in certain circumstances. 
Now, this applies exactly in the present 
case. To bear up under Ithis weight of 
it is necessary that the soul of the 
Christian ahooid be absolutely perfect — 
completely delivered from sin ; and, at the 



12a THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


last day ^when there will be a vast accession 
to the glory, a body fashioned like unto 
Christ’s gif xiotts body will be necessary : 
thus the soul and body of the Christian will 
not only be adapted to each other, but they 
w ill also be adapted to the glory which is to 
be bestowed upon them. And God can do 
this. At the present time you could not 
bear this glory. Even a little of it, a few 
rays of it, would dazzle and confound you. 
Some have almost died under the ecstasy 
of religious enjoyment. They have expe- 
neiiced as much as they could endure. But 
you will be fitted, after a little more 
affliction, for all this glory. It will not 
press you down ; it will never exhaust you ; 
under it all you will soar. 

And what will it be ? It will be all the 
fulness of the Deit}^ — all the glory of God 
in Christ. You will then know w'hat it is 
to have God for your portion and inheri- 
tance, which you do not think of so often 
as you ought to do on earth ; all the glory 
of his wonderful perfections will then be 
yours. According to that infinite fulness, 
which will yield you an eternal supply, you 
w'ill be blessed with a large measure of 
divine love; you will then be perfect in 
love — in love to God and his holy ones, in 
whom then you will discern no spot of im- 
perfection ; you will be perfect in holiness, 


entirely free from that which God hates, 
and which hath often made you sigh and 
weep ; you will be like Christ, ayrayed in 
white robes, and you will shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of your Father ; you 
will be blessed wdth all knowledge; nothing 
that is valuable will be concealed from you ; 
all mysteries, in nature, providence, and 
grace, will shine out clearly in your view *, 
immense dignity will be conferred upon you ; 
in the presence of the greatest spirits you 
will be honoured by God himself, and will 
be exalted to sit on the throne of Christ ; 
and your happiness will be complete; your 
joy will be full ; you will experience the ful- 
ness of joy. All this will be given you in the 
presence of God, according to his glory and 
the measure of your capacity. Conceive 
w'hat it will be! and, add to all, it will be 
eternal; unlike the glories of the world, 
which are evanescent as the dew's of the 
morning, or the flowers of the field — this is 
eternal — will be enjoyed while God lives 
and endless ages roll. Now, with this pro- 
spect, will not Christians w^elcomc all their 
affliction ? Yea, will they not delight in it, 
since it prepares them for so immense a 
glory ? Will they not say with the Apostle, 
“ Our light affliction, w hich is but for a mo- 
ment, w orkelh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal w'eight of glory ?” 
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“ Stewards of the mysteries of God** — 1 Cor. iv. 1. 


It appears from the preceding part of this 
Epistle, that schisms and animosities pre- 
vailed to a very alarming extent among the 
members of the Corinthian church. During 
the period of his absence from them, Paul 
was apprized that they were divided into 
parties, each distinguishing themselves by 
the name of him under whose ministry they 
had been converted or edified. One said, 
I am of Paul ; another, 1 of Apollos ; a third, 
I of Cephas; and a fourth, I of Chrbt. 
Grieved at this account, and anxious to cor- 
rect their dangerous error, he addressed to 
them this epistle, in which he warmly re- 
monstrates with them on the absurdity and 
evil of their conduct. In the first chapter 
of the epistle, after alluding to his knowledge 
of the party-spirit, and the contentions 
which had arisen among them, he asks them, 
“ Is Christ divided ? was Paul crucified for 
you ? or were ye baptized in the name of 
Paul?” — questions these, the simple pro- 
posal of which, implying as they do a strong 
negation, was a reproof to the Corinthians 
for attaching themselves to and exulting in 
their connexion with particular ministers 
of Jesus Christ. In the latter part of that 
chapter, the Apostle shows with admirable 
clearness and force that, in the method of 
redemption, as furnishing an illustrious dis- 
play of the divine wisdom and power, all 
boasting in men is entirely excluded, and a 
foundation laid for glorying only in the 
Lord. At its conclusion he says, “ But of 
VoL. y.—No, 171. 


him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption : that, 
according as it is written. He tnat glorieth, 
let him glory in the Lord.” 

In the third chapter of this epistle, in 
language of rebuke and instruction, Paul 
again adverts to the prevailing dissensions 
in the Corinthian church, through that fac- 
tious party-spirit which its members unhap- 
pily possessed and displayed. He reasons 
with them on the carnality which their tem- 
per of exalting one minister to the dispar- 
aging of another evinced, and what was 
worse to the dishonouring of Christ, to 
w hom these stood equally in the relation, 
and acted equally in the capacity of ser- 
vants. Such a disposition awakened pre- 
judices in their minds, and gave rise to 
debates and divisions among them, by which 
they were assimilated to persons w'ho were 
entirely under the government of natural 
feelings and worldly principles. Accord- 
ingly, in the 3d and 4th verses of the chap- 
ter referred to, the Apostle says, “Ye are 
yet carnal : for whereas there is among you 
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye 
not carnal, and walk as men ? For w hile 
one saith, I am of Paul ; and another, I am 
of Apollos ; are ye not carnal ?” Desirous 
to cure them of this evil of improper par- 
tiality to ministers and glorying in men, 
solicitous that neither he nor any of those 
associated with him in the work of the 
L 
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ministry should receive auglit of the honour 
which was due only to God, he asks them, 
“ Who tbea is Panh who is 
whom ye asre so fbiid orexaltlsg, ftid for 
the precedence to one or other of whom, in 
the zeal of partisanship, ye are so disposed 
to contend ; what and who are they but 
ministers or servants of Christ by whom ye 
believed, even as the Lord gave to every 
man ? I have planted, Apollos watered ; 
but God gave the increase.” As if the 
Apostle had said, I was the first that preach • 
ed the Gospel at Cortnlh ; on leaving it 
Apollos succeeded me in this employment ; 
and if our labours were successful in accom- 
plishing in any measure the end intended, 
the glory is due to God only, whose accom- 
panying power and enridiing blessing ren- 
dered them thus effectual. So then argues 
the Apostle, Seither is he that planteth any 
thing, neither he that wateretn, but God 
that giveth the increase. Now he that 
planteth and he that w'atereth are one, one 
not only with respect to the doctrines which 
they preach, in regard to the design and 
end of their ministrations, but one as to 
their own entire inability to give efficacy to 
their preaching, and their total dependence 
on God for the profitableness of all their 
labours. Thus, by dedaring the utter 
sufficiency of the preachers of the Gospel 
for rendering the word delivered by them 
effectual to salvatioB, and by ascribing to 
God as the efficient causey all die traits of 
their miiustrations did the Apostle endea* 
vour to subdue the party^spirit, and to allay 
the unseemly differences which had distnrbed 
the peace and kappiness of the Corinthian 
church ; while, in. the folk) wing part of that 
chapter, wdth the design of exmting Jesus 
in ttie estimation of the Cbclnthhms, and of 
exciting them to glory onlr m Him, he 
exhibits him as the only founaation on which 
the Church, in all its doctrines and duties, 
imnistrationa and hopes, privileges and 
blessings, mcekahreiy rests. other 

foundation,” says he m the 1 1th verse, ** can 
no man lay them that is kid, which is Jeans 
Christ.” In thee 21it v»ae he draws tlna 
inference from his reasoning and illustra- 
tions in the fomier part of the cl^ter: 
‘‘ Therefore let no man glory in nuen ; for,” 
in addition to what he has already said 
enforcing this caution, he states, ** all things 
are yours ; whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas.” These ministers of the Gospel 
are yours, not your masters and lords, but 
your teachers and servants, as appointed 
by Christ for promoting youc good by their 


gifts and graces, example and ministrations. 
Other privileges belonging to them are 
panntKniediwkki die putting 

iamendio theii^divisbn8,^nd .uniting; them 
in love. The world is yours, so far as it is 
conducive to your good; life is yours, as 
the period of your preparation for heaven ; 
death is yours, as the gate through which 
you pass to the regions of bliss ; things 
present are yours, for the furtherance of 
your sanctification; things to come are 
yours, to constitute your everlasting glory. 
Lest any thing else belonging to beHevers 
should have been omitted ia this inventory 
of their possessions, the assertion is repeat- 
ed, “ All are yours while, as their secu- 
rity for enjoying the whole, and as fur- 
nishing another reason for not glorying in 
men, but for glorying only in the Lord, it 
is added, “ Ye are Christ’s ; and Christ is 
God’s.” 

Closely connected with what the Apostle 
has said in the preceding part of the epistle, 
is the verse at the commencement of the 
fourth chapter that contains our text, the 
words of which are an injunction not to 
think too highly, nor what is equally repre- 
hensible to cherisli too low an opinion of 
any of the preachers of the Gospel. A 
party in the church .at Corinth said they 
were of Christ. They preteaded to be so 
much under his immediate influence and 
instructioB, that, in their own esthnaiioii, 
they had no need of otlier teachers, not 
even the Apostle excepted. They de- 
spised tlie means and instruments of his 
appointment and employment in the church. 
“ What,’’ said they, “ is Paul, or Apollos, 
or Cephas to us? We are of Christ ; be 
alone is our instvuctor, and we wUl submit 
to no other.” For the reproof and instruc- 
tion of such in the Corinthian churdi, as 
thus undeTyalued and despised all the minis- 
ters of Christ, as w'ell as for the reproof 
and instruction of the other parties in it, 
who were efisposed to exalt the servants 
above tbehr Lord, the Apostle in this pas- 
sage satysf ** Let a man so account of us su» 
of the miniBfeefg of Christ ;” or, let us bo 
regarded as acting under and for Christ in 
the church, he adds, ‘^aad stewards of the 
mysteries erf God.” 

It is to this latter designation given to 
the nunisters of the Gospel that, in depend- 
ence ou ffivine aid, I mean to direct your 
attention ; and, in confining our meditations 
to it, will endeavour to show the aptness 
and propriety of its application to them in 
apa illustration of the Mowing particulars; 
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I. Stewards fill an honourable, but 
mbordinate <0ee* 

A Btewardii you are aware, is a person 
who is set over a certain household, lor tlie 
parpose of superintending and regulating its 
affairs. “ Who then,” said Jesus, “ is that 
faithful and wise steward whom his Lord 
shall make ruler over his household ?’* The 
office of stewards, therefore, is honourable, 
as it has rule or government connected with 
it, in executing which, those clothed w'ith 
this office are the representatives generally 
of persons of affluence and rank. In like 
manner ministers of the Gospel fill an 
honourable office, the most honourable of 
any in the church — the most honourable of 
any in the world. They are rulers in the 
house of God, and in executing their offi- 
cial duties they are the representatives of 
Him who is King of kings, and Lord of 
lords. In preaching the Gospel to men, 
they appear before them in the character 
of God’s ambassadors, as authorized and 
sent by him to negotiate with sinners re- 
apeCting matters of the highest magnitude 
and importance, as affecting their present 
and their everlasting well-being. ‘‘ Now 
then,*' is the message which they bring, 
** we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us, we pray you 
in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 
Sustaining, then, the character of rulers in 
God’s bouse, and representatives of the 
Majesty of Heaven, the office with which 
ministers of the Gospel are clothed must 
be an honourable one ; and when it is con- 
sistently ffiled, claims and deserves respect 
from ail. The apostle Paul, who, it must 
be admitted, was eminently adorned with 
humility, as not in the least incompatible 
with it, magnified liis office as a minister of 
Christ, and enjoined that it should be re- 
spected and esteemed in the persons of 
others. “ Receive him therefore in the 
Lord with all gladness,” said he, referring 
to Epaphroditus, his companion in labour, 
*• and hold such in reputation.” And we 
beseech you, brethren, to know them 
which labour among you, and are over 
you in the Lord, and admonish you, and 
esteem them very highly in love for their 
works* sake. “ Let the elders that rule 
well be counted worthy of double honour, 
espec^Uy they who labour in word and 
doctrine.^ 

But, in coynnexion with its being an 
honourable, we mentioned that the office of 
stewards is one <jf subordination. It is no 
less a subordinate, than it is an honourable 


office. It is, indeed, the highest office in 
the house over which a steward is appointed ; 
bat still it is held under him who is the 
lord of the steward, who clothed him with 
the office, and who furnishes him with the 
requisites for its dischaige. At best he is 
no more than a servant. In correspondence 
with this, ministers of the Gospel, though 
filling the most dignified office in the church, 
are in every respect subordinate, and but 
servants in it to Jesus Christ. He is the 
sole King and Head of Zion. To Him 
alone the Church is indebted for her exist- 
ence, her constitution, her laws, ordinances 
and privileges, and to Him she therefore 
owes, both as a debt of obedience and gra- 
titude, her undivided worship and homage. 
When popes and earthly monarchs claim, 
as they have done, the headship of the 
Church, they are guilty of invading the 
rights and usurping the prerogatives of 
Jesus ; and in yielding to these at anytime 
what they arrogantly and blasphemously 
demand, she is chargeable w'ith the aggra- 
vated evils of treachery and idolatry. Sove- 
reignty in the holy hill of Zion is that glory 
which Christ will not give to another, which 
he will not suffer others witli impunity to 
claim, which he will not tolerate his visible 
church in acts of will-worship to concede 
to any. To Him as the only King and 
Head of the Church, in common with others 
within its pale, all the ministers of the 
Gospel are in rightful subjection. From 
Him they received the appointment to 
their office ; for, “ when be ascended up on 
high, ho gave some, apostles ; some^ pro- 
phets ; some, evangelists ; and some, pas- 
tors and teachers, for the work of the 
ministry, and for the edifying of the body 
of Christ.” From him are derived all those 
qualifications which are necessary for the 
effectual discharge of their office. Besides, 
.all their concerns are at his absolute dis-> 
posal. By, the secret arrangements of his 
providence, he appoints the bounds of their 
habitation ; he allots them their respective 
fields of labour. Slid he also assigns them 
the measure of their success. In short, al 1 
their support and enconragement in the 
work of the muuatrv proceed from him ; for 
while he prescribed to them, as their Lord, 
what they wefe to do ki these words, “ Go 
je, therefore, and teach all aations, baptiz- 
ing them In the. name of the Father, aim of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded,” he added, and the assor- 
ance of which they have found a source of 
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consolation and joy, amid many difficulties, 
and under much distress : ** And, lo, 1 am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.*’ Walking in the midst of the seven 
golden candlesticks, or in the midst of the 
church, Jesus holds the stars, or the minis- 
ters of the Gospel, in his right hand. In 
other words, he directs, strengthens, and 
animates them in the discharge of their 
numerous and arduous duties. It is thus 
manifest that they are all subordinated to 
King Jesus in the Church ; and while the 
certain^ of this should teach them to be- 
ware oAording it over God’s heritage, and 
of seeking to have dominion over the faith 
of any, it ought to awaken in them internal 
desires to be instrumental in convincing and 
converting sinners, and in increasing the 
faith and Joy of the people of God. In all 
their ministrations, ever bearing and anxious 
to display the becoming and beautiful motto, 
“ We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord, and ourselves your servants for 
Jesus* sake.” 

1 1 . Stewards have a trust committed to 
them* 

The office of a steward is to take chaige 
of the estate of his lord, it being intrusted 
by him to his management and care. Agree- 
ably to this, ministers of the Gospel have a 
trust committed to them — a trust of all 
others the most sacred and important. 
Time, talents, opportunities, and spneres of 
usefulness, are, if I may be allowed the 
expression, a portion of the goods commit- 
tea to their chaige, by Jesus the sovereign 
proprietor of all, to be used for the purposes 
of his glory and the good of his Church. 
But the trust delivered to them that is 
mentioned in the text, you will notice, is 
the mysteries of. God ; in other words, the 
doctrines of the Gospel, or the whole of 
divine truth contained in the Scriptures.* 
This is what the Apostle elsewhere calls 
the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, 
which, he says, was committed to his trust. 

* In hb Comnoentjury, tbejudlcious OuyM makes the 
following remarkf on thU expiwwion, ** the myiteriei 
of God.” By the myitinriet of God,** eayi he, ** iome 
understand the word and Moraniente. But thon^ the 
Ifrt, M$ well as the trst, of these are to be dispensed by 
the ministers of Christ, and Baptism and the Lord's Sup. 
per were oft«» styled mysteries by the anoients, yet 1 
don't that the Scripture erei uses the word in the 
lart of these senses i and the Apostle has said of him- 
chapter L 17, that the principal work fbr which 
Christ sent him was not to ' 

Gospel, and this is what he immediately retos to 
For tbu best agreti with the forcing context, and irith 
bis own use oftbe word in other places, where, by mys. 
teries, he oomm<mly means the doctrines of Christ in 
m view or other, and often with respect to the eaUing 
oftbet^tilw.** 


This is the treasure which is deposited in 
earthen vessels, or in the ministers of Chri^, 
that the excellency of the power may be 
seen to be of God, and hot of man. The 
Gospel, which is a development of the plan 
and a revelation of the blessings of redemp- 
tion, is frequently in Scripture denominated 
a mystery. In Mark iv. 11, Rom. xvi. 25, 
1 Cor. ii. 7, Colos. i. 26, and in other pas- 
sages of Scripture, the term mystery is 
very obviously to be understood as expres- 
sive of the Gospel. Among the ancient 
heathen there were ^eater and lesser mys- 
teries, which the initiated were under the 
most sacred obligations not to divulge. As 
it is somewhere stated, an image stood be- 
fore their temples with the finger placed 
upon the mouth — an intimation to the wor- 
shippers that they were not to disclose what 
was transacted within, which prohibition is 
not to be regretted, as many of those trans- 
actions, it is certain, were of a character the 
most licentious and abominable. There 
were the mystery of iniquity, in contradis- 
tinction to which the Gospel is the mystery 
of godliness. 

For various reasons the Gospel is de- 
signed a mystery. It receives this appella- 
tion, I apprehend, because its gracious doc- 
trines would have remained eternally hid 
in the mind of God, had it not pleased him 
to have made a revelation of them to man. 
After a two thousand years’ trial of what 
reason and the light of nature could dis- 
cover, it is affirmed, “ the world by iivisdom 
knew not God and if, after the lapse of 
that long period of time, it had made no 
proper discoveries of the character of God, 
lar less had it made any approaches to the 
finding out of the only method of a sinner’s 
pardon and ^ceptance with him. Farther, 
the Gospel is designed a mystery ^ because 
it was but obscurely and, comparatively 
peaking, partially revealed under the Old 
Testament economy. Its doctrines of sal- 
vation were exhibit^ through the medium 
of tyjpes and. ceremonies, prophecies and 
promises, and seen only externally in this 
glass, were consequently at best but imper- 
fectly understood. Accorffingly, the apostle 
Paul speaks of the Gospel as the mystery 
which was hid from ages and from genera- 
tions. A more full and intelligible revela- 
tion of it was reserved for th^ better dis- 
peinsation under which it is our privilege to 
five. What was only in shadow under the 
Old Testament, is disclosed under the New 
in substance. What holy men of old were 
so anxious, and at such pains» to imderstand 
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in the hktoffy Ohiist, rtiiid in the 
ef hk ApoimeSk Kre ha^e piakrly repealed. 
4« Of aalvation,” saya the v«j!io«tle 

-Peter, the propheta bate inquired, and 
learched diligpendy, who prophesied of the 
;gTace that abould come unto you t aeerching 
what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of 
Christ, which was in them, did signify, 
when it testified beforehand the sufferings 
of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto 
themselves, but unto m, they dM minister 
the things which are now reported unto you 
by them that have preached the Gospel 
unto you, with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven ; which tilings the angels de- 
sire to look mto.” By the mission of his 
:Son into the vVorld in the fulness of the 
time, and the subsequent outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, God designed, as Paul mforois 
us, “ to make all men see w hat is the fel- 
lowship of the mystery which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God, who created all riiings by Jesus Christ; 
to the intent that now, unto the principali- 
ties and powers in heavenly places, might 
be made known by the Church the mani- 
fold wisdom of God.” In short, the Gospel 
IB styled a mystery t because it can only be 
properly understood through the teaching of 
-the Spirit of God. No man, be he w’hathe 
may, let him be ever soileamed in the wis- 
dom of this world, is able by his owm un- 
assisted pow^ers of intellect to comprehend 
aright any part of the revealed rmystery of 
godliness in the Scriptures. ** The natural 
-man tecciveth not rile things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are foolishness unto mm ; 
neither can he know them, because they 
are? spiritually disoemed,” “ Howbeit,” aays 
the aame Apostle: from whom* we have nOw 
quoted, **we spoak wisdom among them 
that ace perfect, yet mot the Wisdom of this 
world, nor of the princes of riurworid, that 
come to nought. But we speak the wisdom 
of God in a mystery, even the hidden wis- 
dom whiuh < God oroatned before the ’ world 
onto, our glory, which none of the princes 
of this worid knew ; for had they known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. But as it Is written. Eye 'hath not 
’seen, «ior ear heard, neither hath entered 
iiito^the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepatedTor :tbem that loive him. But 
•God hath reveried them lunto us by his 
Spirit : for the 'Spirit seafcheth all things, 
fi&t deep thi%8 of God.” 


a variety of roysteri^ and aocordingly fu 
rile text the word is used in the pfuidl 
•, the mysteries of God.” There 
are difi^eiit kinds of them. There are 
mysteries which, though disclosed in Scrip- 
ture as to their existence and reality, are 
not level to, but far above the comprehen- 
eion of a finite mind. Such is the doctrine 
of the Trinity, or of three in one, and one 
in three ; and such also is the doctrine of 
die incarnation of the Son of God, of of 
rile union of two entirely distinct natures 
subsisting in one person. Again, there are 
mysteries which, having been revealed by 
God in his word, may in some measure be 
understood and explained. Such are the 
doctrines of the fall and consequent rUin of 
man ; the substitution of, and satisfaction 
rendered by the Lord Jesus Christ ; justifi- 
cation by grace through faith in the im- 
puted righteousness of the Redeemer ; the 
necessity and Sufficiency of divine influence 
to a life of growing holiness ; the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, and eternal life in a future 
world. In a wwd, there are mysteries in 
the Gospel w^hich, though not at present 
comprehended by the believer, will be fully 
disclosed to him in that atate of blissful 
being to which in this world he is advanc- 
ing. Referring to one of these, the mystery 
concerning himself and the Church, or what 
is termed the mystioal union, our Lord says, 
“ At that day,” at the time when his people 
were to be with him in glory, “ ye shall 
know that I am in my Father, and you in 
me, and I in you.” “ Now we see through 
a glass darkly, but then face to face ; now 
we know in part,. but then shall we know' 
even as -also we are known.” 

Of these mysteries ministers ♦are the 
stewardt^— to them they are committed as a 
s«Cped;«attd important drust. The commis- 
sion given to them is, “ Go and preach the 
Gospel and with their fulfilment of this 
divine etwmnaiid is inseparably connects 
the ©veriasting happiness and the everlasting 
misery of the soute of tlieir hearers, which 
alsoTorm^an importantand interesting part of 
their tvi^t. In -makiag known the mysteries 
of the Gospel, they aie unto God a sweet 
savour of Chris V in tthem that are saved, 
and in -them riiatJ perish* To the one they 
are the savour ^f deiAh uftto^death, 'imd to 
the other the savour of life unto life.” 

ITI. iSfewards arergguired to 

says the Apostle in the 2d 
verse xjf thts^ ebaptor, “It is required in 
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ttewtrds that a man be found faithful.** 
They are not his own, but his lord*s goods 
that a steward has in his custody, and there- 
fore he must be particularly careful not to 
embezzle or squander any portion of them, 
but to lay out the whole to the best advan- 
tage for the good of his employer. In 
agreement with this, it is required from 
ministers who are stewards of the mysteries 
of God that they be found faithful to the 
trust confided in them by their heavenly 
Master. The fidelity that is reqiured and 
expected has a respect to the proper em- 
ployment of their time, the diligent cultiva- 
tion of their gifts, and the unreserved con- 
secration of all their energies to the glory 
of God in the advancement of his kin^om 
in the world. But our attention is particu- 
larly called to minUterial fidelity, as it 
relates to the mysteries of God— the great 
and glorious doctrines of the Gospel, of 
which ministers are in the text declared to 
be stewards. 

It must be obvious, that fidelity requires 
from ministers of the Gospel that they be 
well acquainted with those mysteries which 
it discloses. No such thing as faithfulness 
to the trust committed to him could be 
displayed by a worldly steward, were he 
ignorant of what mistrust was, had he no 
correct knowledge of the estate placed under 
his superintendence, or of the goods that 
were consigned to his management and care. 
In like manner, it is impossible that those 
stewards of the mysteries of God can be 
faithful to their trust who are unacquainted 
with it — who do not give all diligence in 
perusing the Scriptures, to become scribes 
well instructed in the mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven. If the Word of God, 
especially the preaching of it, be the grand 
appointed mean of conviction, conversion, 
and establishment in the faith ; if it be the 
treasuiy out of which are to be brought 
things new and old ; if it be the storehouse 
out of which food is to’ be fetched for the 
Wyants of famishing souls ; if, in short, it be 
the armoury out of which are to be collect- 
ed those spiritual weapons with which men 
need to be furnished in the Christian war- 
fare — how, we would ask, can those stew- 
ards of divine mysteries ^ otherwise than 
unfaithful to their trust, who are at no pains 
to be familiar with, and of course are un- 
skilful in the oracles of the living God? 
With the Bible, which throughout is their 
letter of recommendation to men, and the 
message which they are to carry to them. 


the ministers of Christ should be daily con- 
versant While the command, ^arch 
the Scriptures,*’ b g^ven to all, attention to 
it is especially required from those w'hose 
office is to enlighten others, by expounding 
and illustrating what the Word of Goa 
contains. As the light of the w'orld, then, 
in them the word of Christ should dwell 
eminently and richly in all wisdom. ** Give 
attendance,** said Paul to his son Timothy, 
** to reading*’ — and there can be no doubt 
as to hb referring prindpally to the read- 
ing of the Scriptures— meditate upon 
those things ; give thyself wholly to them, 
that thy profiting may appear to all.** 

It b the duty of a worldly steward, and 
fidelity to his trust requires hb attention to 
it, to provide food for, and impartially and 
seasonably to distribute it among the mem- 
bers of the house over which he is set. 
“ Who then,” said Jesus, “ is that wise and 
faithful steward whom his lord shall make 
ruler over his household, to give them their 
portion of meat in due season ?** In cor- 
respondence with this, it is the duty of those 
who are stewards of the mysteries of God, 
and fidelity to their trust demands it of 
them, to be attentive to the spiritual wants 
of those among whom they labour, and to 
make careful provision of what b requisite 
for the supplyment of these. This they 
are bound to do, in endeavouring to know 
the spiritual state of their people ; in dili- 
gently and prayerfully perusing the Word 
of God; in using suen helps for under- 
standing the Scriptures as may be within 
their reach; and, also, in conscientiously 
devoting a portion of their time to the col- 
lection and proper arrangement of the 
thoughts that may be presented in the form 
of pulpit instructions. In reference to this 
last particular, an admirable sermon-writer 
remarks : ** He that makes no preparation 
beforehand what he shall say to his people, 
tempts God to come out of his ordinary 
way to his assistance ; as he that trusts 
wholly to his own preparation makes a god 
of his gifts.” But ministers of the Gospel 
are not only to provide ; their duty is also 
as stewards to distribute spiritual food 
among the members of God’s household. 
They are commanded to feed the flock of 
God which is among them— to feed the 
Church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. The only food for 
immortal soub, I would take the liberty of 
remarking, is ffivine truth. This, and thb 
alone is adapted to their necessities, and 
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designed for tbeir nourishment. After a 
life of much experience and success in the 
ministiy, the yenerable Isaac Watts thus 
address^ a young man who was entering 
into it: “ Had you all the refined science 
of Socrates or rlato, all the skill in morals 
that ever was attained by Zeno, Seneca, or 
Epictetus ; were vou furnished with all the 
flowing oratory of Cicero, or the thunder of 
Demosthenes; were all the excellences 
united in one man, and were you the person 
so richly endowed, and could you employ 
them all in every sermon you preach, yet 
you could have no reasonable hope to con- 
vert and save one soul were you to lay aside 
the glorious Gospel of Christ, and leave it 
out of your discourses.** An acquaintance 
with human literature is, indeed, a valuable 
acquirement. It may be rendered subser- 
vient to, and useful for the purposes of 
religion ; and with this view it may be 
studied with great advantage by the minis- 
ters of the Gospel. But while they give to 
it a share of their attention, they must ever 
be careful to draw all their instructions, not 
from the opinions of fallible men however 
learned, but only from the unerring declara- 
tions of Jehovah in the Scriptures. They 
must never substitute aiw thing of their own, 
or of others, for w’hat God has i;»Titten, or 
debase and pollute his pure word, by mingl- 
ing with it idle speculations and unprofita- 
ble novelties. “ What is the chaff to the 
wheal? saith the Lord ;’* or what are the 
fancies of men compared with the w'ord of 
the God of truth ? The former like chaff 
is light, and easily carried away ; the latter 
like wheat is solid and durable. “ In vain,’* 
said our Lord, respecting the hypocritical 
Pharisees, “they do worship me, teach- 
ing for doctrines the commandments of 
men.” “ To the law and to the testimony 
if they speak not according to this word, it 
is because there is no light in them.’* 
Fidelity requires from the stewards of 
the mysteries t)f God an impartial distri- 
bution of the Word of Life. Every one 
belonging to the household, or to the vUfi^ 
Church of God, without any exception, is 
to have his portion of meat given him. 
Saints and sinners are alike to have the 
Word of Truth rightly ^vided among them. 
The former need to be comforted and 
assisted; the latter to be cautioned and 
directed by it. To be pure from the blood 
of all men, the whole counsel of God must 
be declared to them in its suitableness to 
their diversified character and circumstances. 


In the bold and uncompromising publica* 
tioD of it, warning every man, and teaching 
every man, that they may present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus. But the Word 
of Life is not only to be impartially dis- 
pensed — none neglected or overlooked in 
the distribution of it, it is also to be season • 
abfy administered. All in the visible chwch 
are to have their portion of meat given 
them in due season. Among the hearers 
of the Gospel, a great variety of character 
and condition are to be found. Thereby 
the steward of God must be carefully studied, 
and exhibited in the light of Scripture which 
throughout is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, and for instruction 
in righteousness. The ignorant and care- 
less, the presumptuous and profane, the 
formalist and hypocrite, the self-righteous 
and lukewarm, are alike seasonably addressed 
by him, when he faithfully exposes their 
guilt, fearlessly proclaims their doom, and 
earnestly and affectionately points them to 
their only remedy. But to others besides 
these, he is required to speak a word in 
season. The people of God stand often in 
urgent need of this. They are sometimes 
w^andering, and need to be reclaimed ; they 
are sometimes under temptation, and need 
to be fortified ; they are sometimes timorous, 
and need to be encouraged ; they are some- 
times in darkness, and need to be enlight- 
ened; they are sometimes in heaviness 
through manifold trials, and need to be sup- 
ported and comforted. In any of these 
conditions a word seasonably spoken to 
believers is like apples of gold in pictures of 
silver, and when accompanied with divine 
power, enables them to go on their way re- 
joicing. The minbters of the Gospel, then, 
should be anxious to learn of the divine 
Teacher, and to be imitators of him who 
said, “ The Lord God hath given me the 
tongue of the learned, that 1 should know 
how to speak a word in season to him that 
is weary.” 

Farther, it is the duty of a worldly steward 
vigilantly to watch, and anxiously to protect 
from spoliation the property which his Lord 
has committed to bis trust. He is not 
entitled to the character of a faithful steward 
if he is careless, or unconcerned in this 
respect. In like manner it is the duty of 
the stewards of divine mysteries to watch 
over them, and to guard them against the 
attacks of their enemies. In every age the 
truths of God have been opposed and vilified 
by many. The avowed Infidel, the Arian, 
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and tbe SocUtUn, liavo had the effrontery 
and inip&ety to commence, and persevere 
ili| an unhallowed attack on the cardinal 
doeirines of' the Gospel, and others have 
finm time to time arisen to call in question, 
and to impug^n different truths of revelation 
which happened not to coincide with their 
own likings and views. This being the 
case, it is the duty of the ministers of Christ 
to oppose them, in contending earnestly for 
the faith once delivered unto the aatnts. 
Set as they are, like Paul, for the defence of 
the Gospel, it must he highly ciiminal^it 
isihfidelity to their Lord— ^to remain indiflPer- 
entto, and unaffected with, the injuries done 
by enemies to Glirist and his blessed word. 
Impressed with this eonsidtafation ; when 
the whole or any part of the mysteries of 
God are ridiculed, and condemned; when 
the enemy, error, comes in like a flood, 
they should up to tile help of the Lord, and 
show themselves valiantfor the truth upon the 
earth. Standing fast in one spirit, with one 
mind, striving together for the faith of the 
Gospel, in nothing terrified by their adver- 
saries, assured that great is the truth, and that 
in spite of all opposition it shall prevail. 

The steward of the mysteries of God 
ivho is faitlifiil to his trust, in accordance 
with what is required of him, I have only 
to remark, farther, on this part of the sub- 
ject, is decidedly a~man of God. He 
declares to others what he has seen witli 
his eyes, what he has looked open, 
and* what his bands have handled of the 
Word 'of Life. From the abundance of the 
heart ibis mouth speaketh. He has felt the 
power of religion in his own soul ; he has 
taeted'that the Lord is gracious, and is, 
therefore, eminently qualified for making 
known to his fellow-men the unsearchable 
lichcs of Christ. Howr can those in the 
ministry, who are entirely destitute of such 
a character and of such experience, he faith- 
ful in the execution Of the trust that has 
been committed to them ? Is it at all to 
be expected that they will cordially recom- 
mend freligion to others who are themselves 
destitute of it, or feel a solicitude for the 
salvation of others who are altogether un- 
concerned about the salvation of their own 
souls ? A.Bsuredly not. The faithful steward 
of themysteries of God, th^, jwe repeat it, is 
a renewed person. He w'alks with God in a 
life of dependence and prayer. The closet 
oratory, where he communes with his 
uly Father, cultivates a growing ac- 
quaimonce with that Saviour whom he 


reaObes to men, and imploses; afifsbtandc In 
is wmrk, and a blessing to rest npon hU 
kboufs. in fine, he is “ mvexam^fle to 
believer inward, in convetvatioB, in diarity, 
in spirit, in faith, and purity.*' As the 
Steward ofGod,” he strives to be blameless ; 
not self-willed, not soon angry, not given 
to wine/ no striker, not given to filthy lucre. 
But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good 
men, sober, jiifet, holy, temperate.*' 

IV. Stewards are accountable for the 
trust that has been cemanitted to them. 

“ There was a certain rich man,** said our 
Xiord in one of his parables, who had a 
steward; and the same was aoooSed unto 
him that he wasted his goods. And he 
called him, and said unto him, How is it 
that I hear this of thee P Give an account 
of thy stewardship ; for thou mayest be no 
longer steward.*’ This was a prodigal ser- 
vant who was thus Called to an account ; 
but responsibility lies equally on those in 
this office, who are honest and upright in 
all their transactions. Both just and Unjust 
stewards in managing their trust, may look 
foTW'ard with certainty to a day of reckon- 
ing with their Lord, which will sooner or 
later arrive. In agreement whh this, minis- 
ters of the Gospel, wkbout any exception, 
are accountable for tbe solemn trust which 
has been committed to them. “Obey 
them,” says an Apostle, ‘^tbat have the 
rule over you, and submit yourselves, for 
they watch for your Souls, as they that 
must give account.*’ Theyare accountable 
to God from whom they receive their trust. 
Ifeath is the solemn hour when they are 
required to surrender their stewardship, and 
to give an account of it to him. But beyond 
this there is an appointed neriod when, in 
their whole person, they will be summoned 
to appear, to answ’er for Ihe ' manner in 
which they laid out, and improved that 
which was committed to their keeping. 
That b the judgment-day — tbe day when 
the great white throne shall be set, the 
books shall bo opened, and the whole intelli- 
gent universe shall be gathered In one vast 
assembly. Ministers, with thceie who were 
under their charge, shall then stand before 
the jiidgment-«eat of ChVist, and shall alike 
with tbem be the «lbj«ots of judicial inves- 
tigation, and of solemn responsibility. 

An accoont will then be demanded from 
them oft their time, how it was spent by 
them-^of dielr gifts, how ffioy improved 
them—df the Gospel, how they preached 
It— ‘and of prerious souls os to tbe^concem 
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manifested, and the efforts made by them 
for their salvation. And, oh! dismal will 
that day be — ^terrible beyond all conception 
must be that scrutiny to the stewaras of 
God *8 mysteries who have been unfaithful 
to their trust ; who squandered their time ; 
who concealed or prostituted their talents; 
who declared not honestly and faithfully the 
ounsel of God ; whose hearts glowea not 
with compassion and love to the souls that 
were committed to their charge. The con- 
sciences of such will then accuse them of, 
and condemn them for, unfaithfulness to 
their Lord — those to w'hose spiritual neces- 
sities they were not careful to administer, 
and to whose perdition they may have been 
accessary, will then rise up in judgment 
against them, while their Lord himself whom 
they basely defrauded of his right, will 
proclaim their everlasting shame and dis- 
grace in awarding them the punishment of 
their a^ravated dishonesty and wicked- 
ness. Take ye, will he then say, the un- 
profitable servants and bind them hand and 
foot, and cast them into outer darkness, 
where there is weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth. But, on the other hand, 
that of all others to the faithful stewards of 
the mysteries of God will be the most bliss- 
ful day that ever dawned. It is the day 
which they often anticipated in this world, 
and the prospect of which, with its solemni- 
ties and consemiences, excited them to 
diligence in discharging the duties of the 
trust which had been committed to them by 
their Lord. And having received grace to 
be faithful unto death, in occupying that 
with which they were intrusted, till their 
Lord came, they are on this day of solemn 
reckoning and retribution, enabled to give 
in their account with joy, and not with 
^ef. That, therefore, is their coronation 
day; for the chief Shepherd having appeared, 
they receive according to his gracious pro- 
mise the crown of life, the crown of glory 
that fadeth not away. Their Lord will 
Aen testify his approval of each c(f them 
in this language : ** Well done, good and 
faithful servant, thou hast been fiuthful over 
a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things : enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.” ** Who, then, is that faithful and 
wise steward whom his Lord shall make 
ruler over hb household, to give them their 
portion of meat in due season ? Blessed b 
that servant whom his Lord, when he 
cometh, shall find so doing : of a truth, I 
say unto you, that he w^ make him ruler 
over all that be hath,” ] 


In concluding this discourse, it is not my 
intention, reverend fathers and brethren, to 
detain you with any lengthened formal 
address. It is manifest from what has been 
said, and you know it as well as I do, that 
the duties connected with the ofiBce with 
which you are vested are arduous, and that 
the responsibility lying upon you is great. 
Convinced of this, you may be disposed to 
say. Who is sufficient for these things? 
who is able faithfully to discharge the duties 
of the ministerial trust ? None, it is certain, 
in their own strength, or through any re- 
sources of their own, can ever properly 
accomplbh the work of the Christian minis- 
try. Not that we are sufficient of our- 
selves to think any thing as of ourselves.” 
Sensible of this you must look to another, 
you must place your reliance on a power 
nothing less than divine, if you would be 
found faithful stewards of the mysteries of 
God. Your sufficiency b only of him, and 
it is matter of gratitude and encouragement 
to know that as his grace is essentially 
needed by, so it is no less plainly promised 
to, those whom he commissions as his am- 
bassadors to men. He never sendeth any 
a warfare any time at his own charges ; but 
to each of the ministers of the Gospel, sayS; 
“ Lo, I am with you alway.” “ My grace is 
sufficient for thee ; for my strength b made 
perfect in weakness.” Be it your concern 
and employment, then, to travel between 
your own emptiness and his fulness — in 
believing and importunate prayer to solicit 
hb promised grace to help you in every 
time of need. The throne of grace is ever 
accessible, the ear of Jehovah is ever open 
to your cry. “ Whatsoever,” said Jesus, 
ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive. Ask, and it shall be given you ; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you,” Daily supplicate, 
then, his wisdom to teach, his counsel to 
direct, hb love to constrain, and his Spirit 
to assbt you ; then may you expect to have 
grace communicated to you from on high. 
For enabling you to be mithful unto death, 
in relation to the trust that b committed to 
you. Thus will you be steadfiist, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in tbe Lord. ** I com- 
mend you, beloved fathers and brethren, to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which b 
able to build you up, and 40 give you an 
inheritance among ail them which are sanc- 
tified.” 

To the Christian people present, permit 
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me, before cloiing this discoune, to address 
a few words of exhortation. After wimt 
you have heard, my friends, of the duties 
and the responsibility of the ministers of the 
Gospel, you will certainly see the necessity, 
and may I indulge the hope, practise more 
than ever the duty of affectionately remem- 
bering them to God in all your approaches 
to him at the throne of grace. An Apostle 
thus pled for an interest in the prayers of 
those to whom he administered the Word 
of Life. Praying always for me, that 
utterance may be given unto me, that I may 
open my mouth boldly, to make known the 
mystery of the Gospel.” If one so eminently 
gifted as Paul was, needed an interest in 
tile prayers of Christians, assuredly we who 
are less eminently /endowed stand in more 
ujgent request of the prayer of the people 
of God. Aware of this, and of the efficacy 
of importunate prayer whh God, it is both 
your duty and interest to pray for us, that 
God would open unto us a door of utterance 
to speak the mystery of Christ ; to pray for 
us, that the word of the Lord spoken by 
us may have free course, and be glorified. 
The more frequently and fervently you 
plead with Ood on oar behalf, that we may 
have grace given us to be faithful, that we 
may reomve from him of his own wherewith 
we may serve him, and that our labours 
may be blessed, the greater veason have 
you to expect Uwt your jouls will prosper 
under our mudstratioos. It is an old but 
true adage, “.A praying people makes a 
preaching minister.” 

Parthar, I would remind you, that in 
common with the ministers of Christ, you 
stand in the relation of stewards to God, 
what have you that you have not received 
from him, and which you are not bound to 
use for his glory ? Ministers are stewards 
of his mysteries ; in a certain sense you also 
bear this character, the Gospel being com- 
mitted to you as an important and, solemn 
trust. It is their duty to preach it ftilth- 
fuUy, it is yours to wait upon the dispensa- 
tion of it regulaiiy. Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together,** is the 
aolemn command of the God o£ ordinances, 
and yet in contempt of it, how many pro- 
fessing Christians are but parfral attendors 
in the house of God, are wilfully and with- 
out a SttfiBciwit reason absent when the 
word is exp^ded and iUusU'ated by those 
on whcMie miniakiations they are bound con- 
tiueniioualy and etatedly to wmt. This evil 


of irregularity in attendance on the pwacb 
ing of the Gospel, to alarmingly pievaleiit 
in the present day, is weakening the hands 
and grieving the hearts of Gbd’t faithful 
ministers, whilst those chargeable with it 
are certainly incurring tho divine displeasure, 
and are exposing themselves to a dreadfhl 
retribution. will not permit this ordi- 
nance of his institution for the good of men 
to be despised and neglected with Impunity. 
Be it your concern, my friends, to prize the 
trust of the Gospel that has been given to 
you — to manifest this by your waiting on 
God in its dispensation with that punctuality 
which an ordinance of such vast worth, and 
which the high authority of the God of 
heaven so peremptorily requires. Fidelity, 
in relation to your trust, demands^ this, while 
it is also requisite that you diligently im- 
prove what you hear, in meditating on it, 
in pleading that you may profit by it, and 
in endeavouring in dependence on promised 
grace to reduce it into daily practice. In 
fine, remember that as his stewards, you 
also are accountable to God for the trust of 
the Gospel whioh has been committed to you. 
At death you must surreiider your steward' 
ship ; and on the day of the general judg 
ment, you must personally appear before 
the tribunal of Christ to give an account of 
the improvement, or the misimproveaient 
which you have made Of your trust. Maeli 
having been given to you, mudi of you 
idiall then be required. Then it will be 
known whether you have now received and 
embraced an offiered Saviour, or whether 
you have neglected and despised bis great 
salvation. If the latter, you will he dis- 
covered and proclaimed to have beeuunfoith' 
fui stewards, and yours will be the dreadful 
doom of <all suyoh. It will then be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, for Sodom 
and Gomorrah, than for you. If the former, 
which may God in bis infisdte mency grant, 
yours will be the gracious reward of faithful 
stewards— '‘a reward of happiness that is 
iimoDoeivable and unending. ye 

blessed of my Father, iahmt the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation ^the 
world.” “ Now, the God of peace that 
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that great Shepherd of the she^, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
make you perfect in every good worie to do 
hie will, working in you that which b well- 
plearing in hie sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory for ever andexer. Amen.” 
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FALSE PROFESSORS OF RELIGION UNMASKED; 

EXTRACT FROM A SERMON PREACHED IN BROUGHTON PLACE CHAPEL, ON SABBATH, 

2d SEPTEMBER, 1S32, 

By the Rev. JOHN BROWN, D.D. 


Let no man deceive himself"* — 1 Cob. in. 18. 


Curiosity, or the love of knowledge, is 
one of the most powerful principles of human 
nature. Its influence can be traced to men 
of every age, and nation, and condition* 
Under its- influence we fkd men undertak- 
ing long joumevs> suffering many privations, 
and surrounded by innumerable dangers for 
the purpose of pursuing their laborious 
researches. Under its influence the traveller 
relinquishes all the comforts of homo and of 
civilized life to wander in untrodden reg^ns. 
The student denies himself the numerous 
pleasures of life, and sacrifices even his health 
to meditate upon the actions and opinions 
of former ages. The philosopher gives 
himself up to the study of the laws of the 
material universe, and to analyze the subtilty 
of the human mind. To the curious mind 
every thing strange and mysterious has pe- 
culiar charms, and it is under the influence 
of this principle so many spend their whole 
lives in telling and bearing some new thing. 
The power of this principle is immeasurable ; 
it grows on what it feeds, and the man 
^ most anxious to know more is he who 
knows most. The eye is never satisfied 
with seeing, nor the ear with hearing. 
“ Know thyself,” was the maxim of a vener- 
able sagB, and the words seem to have come 
down from heaven, for they are impressed 
\rith the stamp of heaven’s approbation ; 
1 shall, therefore, turn your attention to the 
substance of the injunciton in our text — 
Let no mao deceive himself.” And my 
object is first to unfold the dangerous int- 
poshiofis which men practise on themselves. 
The decidedly irreligious deceive them- 
selves by a false conception of the safety of 
their state; by supposing that God takes 
no account of the actions of men ; that reti- 
gion is im|»'acticalfle ; that there is no harm 
in yidding to the desires implanted in our 
natinre ; that God is too merciful to punish 
sin; th^ repentance is not very difficult, and 
that there will be abundance of time to attend 
to religion at some future period. How many 
trv to say to themselves, “ Peace, peace, 
while there is no peace,” and without alarm 
consi^ themselves to the mansions of eter- 
nal misery. The false professor frequently 


deceives himself into a belief of the safety of 
his soul while living in sin, because saints of 
a very high order have been guilty of some 
heinous sins. We are very far cither from 
denying or concealing that great saints have 
fallen into great sins : Noah was guilty of 
the sin of drunkenness, David of the sins of 
adultery and murder, and Peter of false 
swearing ; but w'e are persuaded that He who 
brings good out of evil, intended to serve 
some good end, by permitting such things to 
take place, and by giving them a record in 
his blessed word, intended to show us the 
extremes of man’s depravity, and to show 
us the importance of a continual dependence 
on God; to awaken us to a sense of our 
backsliding, aud to keep us from sinking 
into utter despair. There is nothing more 
dangerous than to suppose, that because some 
good men have been guilty of great sins we 
also should be guilty of them. These good 
men, although they fell into these great sins, 
did not live in them. But there are men 
who turn the grace of God iiOo lascivious- 
ness, who look upon Noah as a boon com- 
panion, and wlio take comfort and pleasure 
in reading portions of the Word of God, 
which make others redden with a blush of 
shame when they think that so good men 
should have been guilty of such crimes. 
These men resemble such saints only in thteir 
faiflts, but not in their deep repentance : 

Thinkest thou who doest and sayest such 
things, that thou wilt escape the just judg- 
ment of God.” 

Li the next place, the false professor de- 
ceives Iwmself into a belief of the safety of 
his state, because he reasons with himself 
thus ; I had once de^ impressions of the 
importance of religion, and therefore 1 shall 
never lose God’s favour. I have, perhaps, 
been acting a little inconsistently, still 1 hold 
fast my convictions of the truth of rel^ion. 

I have never called in questioin the doctrine 
of the perseverance of the saints,” &c. In- 
stead of being humbled in the sight of God, 
and seeking pardon of their sins, they con- 
tinue in them, because grace does abound. 
This is no mere fancy sketch, my brethren : 

I remember being once very much struck in 
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reading an anecdote of Oliver Cromwell, 
who, while on his death-bed, and awakened 
to a sense of his estrangement from God, 
asked his spiritual attendant if he believed a 
man who weus once in grace could ever fall 
out of it ? and the answer he received was, 
that it was impossible. His spiritual coun- 
sellor thus acted very improperly in allow- 
ing him to rest his hope upon that belief ; I 
hope he did not rest his hope there, but laid 
hold of a hope far more secure. Such a way 
of thinking, my brethren, is by no means 
uncommon. A man looks buck to a period 
when his thoughts were very different from 
what they are now'; when things unseen 
and eternal made a deep impression on his 
mind, and he thinks with himself, ** I was 
religious then, there is no condemnation to 
them who are in Christ Jesus, and all must 
be well with me for ever.” But, brethren, 
a man ma^ be deeply impressed with a 
sense of religion, and yet not be converted, 
Relmon consists in a radical change of mind 
and heart. We all recollect the impressive 
statement relative to the stony ground : 
“ But he that received the seed into stony 
places, the same is he that heareth the 
word, and anon with joy receiveth it. Yet 
hath he not root in himself, but endureth 
for a while,” &c. We ought never to foiget 
that there are many who have exhibited 
very fair appearances, and yet were not 
really religious. That a man has at one 
time been under the influence of religious 
impressions, and ai'ter all falls into sin, and 
lives in sin, making the matter so much the 
more alarming, I shall turn your attention 
to some passages of Scripture upon this 
point. The first is in the Old Testament, 
the 1 8th chapter of Ezekiel, and 24th verse : 

But when the righteous turneth away 
from his righteousness and committeth ini- 
quity, and doeth according to all the abo- 
minations that the wicked man doeth, shall 
be live? AH his righteousness that he hath 
done shall not be mentioned ; in his tres- 
pass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin 
that he hath sinned shall he die.” The next 
passage is in the New' Testament. Hebrews 
(ith chapter, and 4th, 5th, and 6th verses ; 
“For it is impossible for those who w'ere 
once enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly g^t, and were made partakers of 
the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good 
word of God, and the powers of the world 
to come, if they shall fall away, to renew' 
them again unto repentance, seeing thev 


crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh 
and put him to an open shame.” Sec also 
the 2d chapter of 2 Peter, and 20th and 
2l8t verses ; “ For if after they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and 
overcome, the latter end is w orse w ith them 
than the beginning. For it had been better 
for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they have know'n 
it, to turn from the holy commandment de- 
livered unto them.” Let no man, therefore, 
deceive himself. Be not deceived, God is 
not mocked, whatsoever a man soweth that 
•^shall he also reap. For he that soweth to 
the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption ; 
but he that soweth to the spirit shall of the 
spirit reap life everlasting. Let those who 
may have been deceiving themselves in this 
manner attend to the word of truth as re- 
corded in the Gospel ; let them examine the 
refuge of lies in winch they are placing their 
confldcnce, and feel ashamed of the base 
ingratitude of continuing in sin, while grace 
does abound. 

I have only farther to remark, that the 
false professor deceives himself, because he 
still has much pleasure in religious exercises; 
generally speaking, a man who indulges in 
sin, and is a slave to any corrupt propensity, 
ceases to have pleasure in the exercises of 
religion. It is however true, though strange, 
that there is a possibility of a person having 
something like pleasure in religious exer- 
cises, although unconverted. He may bo 
affected even to tears while engaged in 
them ; he may feel them not a task but a 
pleasure, and yet be really far from Christ. 
Oh! my brethren, how' uiitraceable are some 
of the w indings of the human heart. The 
false professor takes the same pleasure in 
religious exercises as in perusing a fictitious 
narrative ; he attends the Church for the 
same purpose that he attends the theatre. 
That is the whole of his religion. We 
know' they were an unbelieving generation 
who came out of Egypt with Moses, and 
yet w hat account have we of them ? They 
sought God ; they remembered God their 
Rock ; the Most High God, their Redeemer, 
and yet their hearts were far from him. 
There is a striking picture of the false pro- 
fessor given in the 58th chapter of the pro- 
phecies of Isaiah, and another equally strik- 
ing in the 33d chapter of Ezekiel, beginning 
at the 30th verse to the end of the chapter. 


GI.ASCOW ; — rr vrARD KIIULT, PRINTER TO THE UN.VERSITV. 
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PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THE THESSALONIANS WHEN ABSENT; 

A FAREWELL SERMON TO HIS CONGREGATION .AT PAISLEV, 

By the Rev. JAMES BEGG, M.A., 

Minuter of the Parish of Llbbertou. 


And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another^ and 
toward all men^ even as we do toward you : to the end he may stahlish your hearts 
unblameahle in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all his saints ,** — 1 Thess. iii. 12, 13. 


We learn from the Book of the Acts of 
the Apostles that when Paul preached at 
Thessalonica, to which he sent this epistle, 
many of the Jews there believed in Christ, 
notwithstanding the violent opposition of 
their countrymen, and *‘of the devout 
Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief 
women not a few.” In the spiritual pro- 
sperity of these the Apostle continued to 
feel the deepest interest; for though he 
passed from city to city, from church to 
church, proclaiming the everlasting Gospel, 
and “ setting in order,” in all the earth, “ the 
things which were wanting,” he never forgot 
those he had left behind. He was a man 
of large and ardent soul ; his thoughts and 
sympathies were not confined to the Chris- 
tians of any one city, but embraced the 
world — men of every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people. The same feature 
of character was exhibited by him even be- 
fore his conversion. The apostle Paul never 
did any thing by halves. He was open, 
worm, impetuous. He was a persecutor as 
well as a Christian — of the iront rank a 
devoted servant to the chief priests and 
scribes as long as he believed their divine 
authority. Jerusalem was then too narrow 
a field for his zeal. To Damascus he wont 
VoL. V.--No. 172. 


also breathing out threaten ings and slaughter 
against all who opposed what he believed 
to be the perpetual institutions of God ; 
and after his conversion he was the same 
ardent and devoted man. The world was 
the field before him. He felt an interest in 
all its cities, all its chief places of concourse ; 
wherever souls were to be saved thither he 
wished to go. He felt himself a debtor to 
Jew and Greek, Barbarian and Scythian, 
bond and free. And though, like his divine 
Master, who said, “ I must preach the Gos- 
pel in other cities also, for therefore am I 
sent,” he passed from land to land ; from 
the river to the ends of the earth, he forgot 
none of the churches he had left behind. 
His sympathies only increased and expand- 
ed with the multiplicity of objects towmds 
which they were directed ; all his feelings 
were extensive as the globe. Whether at 
Jerusalem, or Corinth, or Ephesus, or Athens, 
or Thessalonica ; w hether by envy and con- 
tention, or in meekness and love ; if Christ 
was preached, if idolatry fell, and sin was 
ashamed ; if holiness flourished, and a great 
harvest of souls was gathered to God ; 
“therein he did rejoice, yea, and would 
rejoice.” 

A striking proof of the truth of this you 
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fiiid in the passage from \ihich our text is 
taken. Wc have said already that towards 
the church which he had planted at Thes- 
salonica, 4,hc eyes of the Apostle wem con- 
tinually turned with eager intercit. He 
assures the members of that church, in this 
chapter, that it was this deep interest which 
induced him to send Timothy from Athens, 
that he might establish them, and comfort 
them concerning their faith j” and tliat when 
he returned and “ brought good tidings of 
their faith and charity,*’ the information was 
more than a recompense for all his afiliction 
und toil. The news of their spiritual pro- 
sperity inspired him nith new life even in 
a dbtant region, and with a strong desire to 
see them all again face to face ; and till 
such a consummation could be realized, be 
’Jtters on their behalf the fervont and beau- 
tiful prayer, which forms the subject of our 
discourse, to that eternal Jehovah who was 
equally near to both. “ The Lord make 
you to increase and abound in love one to- 
ward another, and toward all men, even as 
we do tow'ard you : to the end he may sta- 
hlish your hearts unblameable in holiness 
before God, even our Father, at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.” 

There are three subjects which require 
to be considered in discoursing from these 
words. 

I. The Apostle’s example ought to in- 
duce all Christians and Christian ministers 
to feel an interest in the spiritual prosperity 
of all the disciples of Christ in the world, 
and not in that merely of the Christians in ; 
their own city. The prayer altogether w as 
uttered by the Apostle in behalf of the J 
Thessalonians when he w'as at Athens. He ' 
had no interest in the Christians of Thi s- ‘ 
salonica, except the interest which Christ I- ' 
anity inspired, and which he felt towards all 
the churches, and the same ought to be 
experienced by all Christians. Therefore 
this is the first lesson from the text. 

II. The interest which Christians feel in 
each other, especially w'hen distant, ought 
to be expressed by prayer to God, since he ! 
and he alone is able to confer all sjnritual j 
blessings at all times and in all circum- 
stances. “ The Lord make you to increase 
and abound in love : to the end he may 
stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness 
before God, even our Father.” 

III. Ihere are two especial blessings of 1 
which the Apostle desired the Thessalon- 
ians to become possessors. 

I. Love toward one another and all men. 


2. A complete triumph over all diflScul- 
ties, and perfect holiness and glory, ** at the 
coming of the Lord Jesusk Christ with all 
his saints.** 

1. The eximaple of the Apoitle ought to 
induce all Christians and chrbtian ministers 
to feel an interest in the spiritual prosperity 
of all the Christians in the world, and not 
merely in that of those in their own city. 

There was no doubt a peculiarity in the 
relation which existed between the apostle 
Paul and the Thessalonians. He had first 
carried the tidings of the eternal Gospel to 
their city, and by his preaching they had 
been converted to God. He was their 
spiritual Father, the founder and builder of 
iieir church. Therefore he must have 
looked to them, and they to him, with feel- 
ings of love in degree not to be produced 
by any other combination of causes. To 
sucli feelings we find the Apostle often 
referring throughout his many epistles. But 
still w'e must never suppose that this ought 
to destroy the effect of the example upon 
us, or that the fact that this deep interest 
W'as exhibited by an Apostle ought to con- 
fine the lesson to Christian ministers, and 
diminish or destroy its effect in regard to 
those who have undertaken no such holy 
calling. Such an idea is, wc believe, very 
natural and prevalent. But we must not 
suffer our minds to rest on such incidental 
circumstances. What induced the apostle 
Paul to forsake bis ^honie and kindred, and 
go forth to convert the world at first, and 
continue undaunted to prosecute his high 
design in the midst of a thousand diflBcul- 
ties ? This is the question : Why did he 
visit the city of Thessalonica at all ? Why 
did he continue there in the midst of so 
much persecution, and send first one mes- 
senger, one and a second epistle, and so 
many prayers to heaven on behalf of tlie 
I Christians there ? Why did he do all this, 
whilst so many millions of men then alive 
were utterly unconcerned about the eternal 
' destiny of each other? Could it spring 
from aught else than that powerful feeling 
of love to man which ought to be universal, 
which shall be universal in the second para- 
dise, but for the w'ant of which “ the earth 
has groaned and travailed in pain even until 
now.” 

It is of vast importance clearly to under- 
stand this subject ; for men are so thorough 
ly leavened and pervaded by selfishness, tha' 
tf ey can scarcely understand or believe in 
the existence of such a thing a.® disinterest- 
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edncsa. 'Diis is the deadly vcoem which 
has been infused by sin throug^hotft a vast 
section of the moral family of God, and 
must be entirely expelled before peace and 
holiness can reign. Men must be inspired 
with the feelings which reign in the breasts 
of ai^els ; the will of God must be done - 
here, as in heaven, before the glory of the 
latter day can dawn. And if we would only 
consider what has induced these bright 
spirits to take any interest at all in the in- 
habitants of our world ; to continue that 
interest from age to age, since they shouted 
for joy at the completion of this creation, 
to continue it even after wo had sinned 
for now nearly six thousand years in all 
lands and amidst all circumstances, and 
though men have been despising them all 
the while, and the glorious Being in whose 
presence they continually worship; if we 
consider that they have still rejoiced over 
every sinner that lias repented, and led and 
Comforted every saint, and carried with 
triumph every departing soul, as they did 
the soul of Lazarus, to glory ; in a word, 
they arc engaged as eagerly in promot- 
ing the restoration and eternal glory of 
fallen man, as if their own eternal glory de- 
|>ended on the issue. And yet they have 
in it all no selfish interest ; for, without 
doubt, heaven would have remained as 
bright and full of happiness to them ; the 
smile of Jehovah, which diffuses joy through 
all that land of the blest, would have been 
still as gracious to these unfallen sons of the 
morning ; eternity would have been as en- 
during ; sorrow and care as far away from 
their abodes of endless delight, though none 
of the posterity of Adam had ever crossed 
the threshold of heaven. And we ought to 
go higher still to discover the true nature 
and origin of the Apostle’s feelings. What 
induces the eternal Jehovah, who has from 
date. css ages possessed all glory and happi- 
ness, to create so many worlds and so many 
intelligent beings capable of enjoying feli- 
city? The universe is his vast dwelling- 
place ; all creatures are his mighty family, 
to no part of that universe is his goodness 
confined ; for though it shines most glori- 
ously in tbatinaer temple where angels are, 
and where he ^ enthroned amidst light in- 
accessible, yet it breaks forth, and like his 
nature fills all the earth, and makes all 
creation to rejoice. If we endeavour to 
trace the feeling in which all this originates, 
we wdll not be able to trace in it the slight- 
est approadh to selfishness, if God makes 


angels blessed, it cannot be because ihej 
can increase his glory in return, for tc 
infinity there can be no additions. If he 
makes his sun to rise and his rain to fal 
upon men, it is not upon his devoted ser- 
vants, but upon unnumbered thousands o: 
Ins open enemies. If he sent his Son tc 
die, it was wben the inhabitants of the earth 
were in open rebellion against him. If he 
sent his prophets of old to preach, it was to 
men who stoned and despitefully used them. 
He sent his Apostles into all cities, though 
every w'here bonds and imprisonments 
awaited them. His whole procedure in 
heaven, in earth, to angels and men, in all 
lands and ages, in providence and grace, 
whilst we live and when we die, is marked 
by the same disinterested kindness. And 
it is the very perfection of intelligent crea- 
tures to imitate this feature in the divine 
character. This is what is meant by our 
being followers of God. This constitutes, 
in a great measure, the glory of angels, the 
holiness of prophets and apostles, the high 
and peculiar excellence of saints. 

Apply all this to the case of the apostle 
Paul now' before us. He had no personal 
objects to secure by visiting Thessalonica 
at first as a herald of the Gospel, or by con- 
tinuing to feel and express a deep interest 
in its inhabitants afterwards. He “ coveted 
no man’s gold, or silver, or apparel ; for by 
the labour of his own hands he ministered 
to his necessities.” And his owm eternal 
salvation would have remained secure, Al- 
though the Gospel never had been pro- 
claimed within that city. He knew in whom 
he had believed, and was persuaded before 
he ever preached in Thessalonica, “ and 
that he was able to keep that which he had 
committed to him against that day.’* But 
a new principle had taken possession of his 
breast, which all the philosophy on earth 
never could have inspired ; for men had 
never dreamt, till light flashed from heaven, 
that they ought to love each other without 
hope of recompense — ^the poor as w’ell as 
the rich, the heathen as well as the house- 
hold of faith, the distant as well as the near, 
the sinners as well as the holy ; but divine 
love now animated him, and in bis journej’- 
ings from city to city be exhibited those 
holy principles w'hich reign in the breasts 
of all the unfallen and redeemed creatures 
of God, which reign in the bosom of 
God himself. And what we wish to tm- 
press upon your minds is, that these feel- 
ings ought to animate every man who 
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names the name of Christ in all ages, in all 
lands. Christian ministers ought no doubt 
to be leaders of the rest, and ought to 
exhibit conspicuously these graces of the 
Christian character ; but all should breathe 
the same feelings, and be animated by the 
same desires, and then will they manifest 
a zeal and devotedness in the cause of God 
and of man’s salvation, which no gold can 
purchase, which all the treasures of Arabia 
never can otherwise secure. It was not 
because Paul was an Apostle, but because 
ho was a Christian that he uttered these 
words ; not because it was his duty that he 
prayed for the Thessalonians, but his de- 
liglrt, the burning wish of his inmost soul. 

Christianity reverses the whole current 
of human desire and affection. It dethrones 
selfishness ; it annihilates envy and malice ; 
it fills the soul with love, and a desire to 
diffuse felicity; it makes man what God 
designed him to be ; for ditfusion is the 
great law of the universe, and reigns wher- 
ever it is not interrupted by sin. If we 
examine all nature, we will find that no- 
thing exists for its own sake alone. The trees 
which grew in paradise w’cre good for food, 
and pleasant to the sight. They bore their 
fruit for tlie sake of others. And from 
the glorious sun above, which has been 
placed in the firmament of heayen, not for 
its own sake, but that it may give light, and 
heat, and joy to all the creation of God, as 
it has done untired for six thousand years, 
dow’n through all the ranks of created things, 
to the most minute blade of grass upon 
which the food treads, and which sustains 
in being its myriads of imperceptible crea- 
tures, diffusion is still the law of the inani- 
mate universe of God. It is the law of 
angels, for they are ministering spirits to 
God and to the heirs of salvation. Till 
he fell, it was the law of Lucifer, and the 
spirits that sinned with him. Till they fell, 
it was the law of our first parents in Eden. 
Since then the spirits of darkness and the 
race of Adam have stood out as great ex- 
ceptions to the universal rule, labouring 
contrary to nature, each to turn all the 
streams of delight into his own bosom — an 
attempt which has only ended in wretched- 
ness; for they have been still “like the 
troubled sea which cannot rest.” God has 
been labouring under two economies to cure 
the evil in regard to man; the spirits 
of darkness he hath passed by unheeded. 
In all Christians he succeeds, and he will 
continne his divine efforts till the mountains 


and hills shall break forth into singing, and 
all the trees of the field clap their hands 
over a ransomed world. 

The considerations by which men arc 
prevented from contributmg to each other’s 
temj^ral enjoyment have no meaning when 
^piied to the diffusion of spiritual blessings. 
Even in things temporal “ there is that 
scattereth, and yet increaseth ; there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, and yet it 
tendeth to poverty.” And when we think 
that, with God, of spiritual blessings there 
is enough and to spare for the wants of 
unnumbered millions of the race of Adam* 
many mansions, many crowns, many palms, 
plenteous redemption, fulness of joy, rivers 
of pleasure, inexhaustible fountains of de- 
light, that men are the stewards of all this 
felicity — for the treasure is put in earthen 
vessels — and have received the most ample 
commission to distribute it all freely amongst 
their brethren of every nation, kindred, 
tongue, and people ; nay, to go out into 
the highways and hedges, and compel 
men to come in, that the house of God 
may be full ; when we think of all this, 
we may well wonder that men should 
manifest no diligence in inducing each other 
to partake of such large and free benevo- 
lence. It was not so with Paul. He 
w’ished all to be saved. The sun w’as an 
emblem of that Saviour of whom he was an 
herald — that sun which shines equally on 
the cottage of the peasant and the pa- 
lace of the king, on the inhabitants of 
barbarous and civilized nations, which has 
given heat, and light, and joy to unnum- 
bered myriads for ages, and still is as 
glorious as ever, pursuing his mighty path 
through the heavens untired, as he will 
continue to do till, in the still unclouded 
noontide of his glory, he is arrested in mid- 
heaven, by the peal of the archangel’s 
trumpet. The earth, in like manner, on 
w hich we tread, has seen many generations ; 
many spring tides have blessed it; many 
glorious harvests have been reaped from 
its surface, since first it rose out of the 
mighty void ; and yet, instead of exhaust- 
ing its mighty stores, its fertility is increas- 
ing with the lapse of rime. These are but 
faint emblems of God their creator, and of 
the exhaustless treasures of his salvation, aiid 
if we could clearly see this, we would clearly 
understand why the apostle Paul directed 
his Christian regards to so many thousand 
objects. He knew that there was enough 
for all, for the men of Athens, and Corinthj 
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and Thcssalonica, and a thousand regions. ! 
If we understood this, it would break in ■ 
upon the littleness of our contracted hearts, j 
and make our thoughts and feelings take a | 
wider range, a range at least, as wide as the 
globe. We seldom think of the Christians 
beyond our own neighbourhood, our own 
town, our own congregation, our own island. 
All our ideas are bound up here, and we 
wonder that men or angels should look 
farther. But what are the Christians here 
assembled, in comparison of the Christians 
in the other cities, and chief places of con- 
course, even in this land ; what the Chris- 
tians in all these, and in the many hills and 
valleys that stretch fur in all directions on 
tills land towards the sea, in comparison of 
those in Europe ; what the Christians in 
Europe, in comparison of the whole human 
race stretched out in the sight of heaven, and 
scattered over many islands and continents 
form pole to pole ! We must enlarge our 
Christian sympathies, and expand our Chris- 
tian percejitions, if we would be taught the 
first important lesson to be learned from 
this passage of Scripture. But, 

11. The Apostle expressed the deep in- 
terest which he felt in the Christians at 
Thcssalonica, after he had left thorn by 
earnest prayer to God on their behalf. 

During his residence at Thcssalonica, the 
Apostle had many other ways by which to 
express his Christian regards. He taught 
the Christians publicly, and from house to 
house, and with much effort, and many 
prayers and tears, he laboured to increase 
their number and promote their holiness. 
And who can tell how great the advantage 
must have been, of having for their teacher 
such a master in Israel ; so stored with all 
human and sacred learning, so full of hea- 
venly skill and tender sympathy, and burn- 
ing zeal, a!id powerful arresting eloquence. 
Such an Apostle could not fail to be strongly 
beloved. Hence he tells us that the mem- 
bers of one church would have taken out 
their owm eyes if he could thereby be bene- 
fited. Ana the elders of Ephesus all w ept 
sore, and fell upon Paul’s neck and kissed 
him, sorrowing most of all for the words 
lliat he spake, that they should see his face 
no more i 

But though all these advantages w^ere 
lost for ever to the church of Thessalonica, 
his interest in their spiritual prosperity con- 
rinued undiminished ; and he had still a 
method by which to express it more pow er- 
ftd than all the rest. All eloquence was 


vain w ithout the power of God ; with that 
power the feeblest means w ould be effectual. 
And he knew, that far as they were from 
him, God was equally near to both, since 
he pervades all space — fills all temples—. 
hears all prayers in all languages-— supports 
in existence, and crowns with success, all 
means of grace ; and in answer to prayer, 
protects, comforts, sanctifies, raises to im- 
mortal glory all his children, throughout 
the wide regions of the earth. 

There is in the prayer of the Apostle a* 
recognition of the doctrine of the Trinity, 
Without keeping this in view, some may 
imagine that the language of the Apostle 
contains unnecessary repetitions. “ The 
Lord,” to whom he first refers, is undoubt- 
edly the holy Spirit, whose express office it 
is to shed abroad and increase love in the 
hearts of men. He alone, of the sacred 
Three which bear record in heaven, per- 
forms this mighty work under the economy 
of redemption, and shall at length present 
all Christians in heaven without spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing and therefore 
for His influences on their own behalf, and 
on behalf of others, ought all men to pray, 
as did the Apostle in the words before us. 
But “ God the Father,” as here referred to, 
is still upon the throne, even as Pharaoh 
was still upon the throne of Egypt, when 
Joseph ruled the land. He is the avenger 
of the broken law% and to him the whole 
redeemed children of Christ, numerous as 
the drops of dew in the morning, shall at 
length be presented with exceeding joy. 
“ Our Lord Jesus Christ, is the anointed 
Judge, as well as the merciful Saviour, who 
shall come in the clouds at length in his own 
glory, and in his Father’s glory, with all 
his saints and angels. To each of these the 
Apostle makes distinct reference in the 
passage before us, distinguishing clearly 
their several offices, and therefore here w'aa 
no approach to vain repetition. Even as 
the high priest of old spoke no vain words 
when thrice, as from three persons, he blessed 
the children of Israel, saying, ‘‘the Lord 
bless thee, and keep thee : the Lord make, 
his face to shine upon thee, and he gracious^ 
unto thee : the Lord lift up his countenance 
upon thee, and give thee peace even as it 
was no vain thing for all the apostles to pro- 
nounce benedictions in the names of each 
of the sacred Trinity ; even as it is no vain 
thing to baptize all nations in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; — so it 
was no vain thing for the Apostle in hi* 
M2 
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prayer, to refer to the several offices of the 
Three which bear record in heaven. It was 
fitted to impress upon the minds of the 
Thessalonians, and upon ours, this gjeat 
fundamental truth of Scripture, since it is 
thus interwoven everywhere, with the whole 
texture of revelation. 

The Apostle, above all things, recognises 
the absolute necessity of divine influence to 
give effect to all his labours, and permanence 
and triumph to their Christianity. Without 
this, he knew that their love would wax 
cold, and their righteousness, like the morn- 
ing cloud and early dew, vanish away. 
Whilst, if God’s spirit would descend like 
rain upon the mown grass, and like showers 
which water the earth, not merely would 
the seed which he had sown take deeper 
root, reviving as the corn, growing as the 
vine, but it w’ould shake its seeds abroad, 
and the wilderness of heathenism around 
•w’ould become a fruitful field; the fruitful 
field would be accounted for a forest to the 
Lord : it would be for a name and an ever- 
lasting sign which would not be cut off. 

There is no truth more frec^ucntly asserted 
in scripture, than that all spiritual prosperity 
proceeds from the agency of the Spirit of 
God ; all spiritual decay from the with- 
drawal of the influences of that spirit, leaving 
men to their own evil passions, and the 
pow’cr of Satan. On the one hand, if Noah’s 
preaching was unavailing, it was because 
God’s Spirit had ceased to strive. If 
Pharaoh would not let the Jews depart, 
it was because ** God hardened his heart.” 
If the Jews w'ould not believe in the wil- 
derness, it w'as because “God had not 
given them eyes to see, nor ears to hear, 
nor a heart to understand, until that day.” 
If the Jews did not see the glory of Christ, 
and the truths which he proclaimed, it 
was because “ God had hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, revealing them 
unto babes ; and tne spirit was not then 
given, for the Son of Man was not then 
glorified. If the apostle’s Gospel was ever 
hid, it was hid unto the lost, whom the god 
of this world hac blinded, lest the light of 
the glorious Gospel of the grace of God 
should shine unto them.” If the whole 
race of Jews, down to this hour, though they 
weep as strangers in all the earth, and sigh 
for tne time when their Messiah shall come ; 
if even with the word of God in their hands, 
they cannot see that the Shiloh must have 
come, and that it is vain for them to look 
Ibr another, it is because there is a veil of 


darkness upon their eyes, when they read 
Moses unto this day. On the other hand, 
if Samuel was holy, it was because God had 
sanctified him from the womb. If Isaiah 
preached with power, it was because the 
arm of the Lord was revealed ; if Lydia 
believed, it was because the Lord opened her 
heart ; if thousands were converted on the 
day of Pentecost, it was because the spirit 
filled all the place where they w^ere met, 
fulfilling the promise of God by Joel, “ I 
will pour out of my Spirit, upon all flesh 
if Christian churches revive, it is because 
a time of refreshing has come from the pre- 
sence of the Lord ; if the glory of the latter 
day shall come, it is because God will re- 
move all obstacles, bringing dow'n moun- 
tains, raising up valleys, making crooked 
places straight, and rough places smooth ; 
making nations to be bom at once, and all 
flesh at once to see the salvation of God. 

The whole progress of a sinner towards 
everlasting glory, is spoken of in Scripture 
as depending entirely on the grace and 
power of God. Preaching the Gospel is 
undoubtedly essential, and the labours of 
Paul, or some other Christian minister 
could, by no means have been dispensed 
with at Thessalonica. “For how could 
they have believed in him of w'hom they 
had not heard, or how could they have 
heard without a preacher,” But still, if 
any believed, that “ faith was not of them- 
selves, it was the gift of God.” If any were 
justified, it was “freely by the grace of God 
through the redemption which was in Christ.” 
If any w ere renewed in the spirit of their 
minds, it was not by works of righteousness 
which they did, or the efforts of any Apos- 
tles, but “according to God’s mercy he 
saved them, by the washing of regeneration, 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.” If 
any of them loved God, it was because that 
love had been shed abroad in their hearts, 
by the Holy Spirit given to them. If any 
of them overcame death, it w as because God 
gave them the victory. If any took posses- 
sion of eternal life, that was the gift of God. 
The Apostle well knew and thoroughly 
believed all this; that the beginning, the 
stability, the progress, the eternal pcN 
fection of the Christian character of the 
Thcssalonian converts, depended entirely 
upon God ; and therefore he uttered this 
fervent prayer. He knew that the lips and 
the heart with which they uttered praise 
were derived from him ; that they could not 
•ee unless be opened their eyes ; nor feci 
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and act wth energy unless he inspired it. 
He knew that he might cry as in the valley 
of dry bones; that a thousand prophets 
might cry in vain, if God departed, “ O 
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord !” 
The very life that had begun to animate 
them, would go out ; they would all again 
become silent as the grave ; till the Spirit 
of God came from the four winds and breath- 
ed upon them, and then a rustling would be 
heard, bone would unite to bone, flesh and 
skin would cover the whole ; they would 
stand up in completeness and beauty, a 
moving, breathing, glorious array, to praise 
the living God ! 

All the figures employed in Scripture to 
represent the office of a Christian minister, are 
coupled with statements strongly proclaim- 
ing the inefficiency of mere human effort. 
They are watchmen on the w’alls of Zion, 
looking abroad over the earth and sky, de- 
scrying the danger, and warning the flock ; 
but “ unless the Lord keep the city, the 
watchman waketh in vain.’* They are 
builders erecting a glorious spiritual house 
to God, framed of living stones, the foun- 
dation of W'hich was laid of old in Zion ; 
above were built the patriarchs, then the 
prophets, then the Apostles and first Chris- 
tians ; and the building has been gradually 
rising and becoming more glorious from age 
to age, till at length the topstone of it shall 
be brought out amidst shoutings of “ Grace, 
grace unto it but unless the Lord build 
the house, they labour in vain who build it. 
They are spiritual merchants; they invite 
men to purchase the pearl of great price, 
to buy wine and milk without money and 
without price ; they cast their bread upon 
the waters, in hopes of finding it after many 
days ; — but as the merchant can only wait 
with patience the result of all his toils; 
cannot command the market he desires, or 
control the winds and rule in the raging of 
the sea ; but can only set forth his merchan- 
dise and wait the result, trim his vessel 
and set his sails, and look anxiously to hea- 
ven for a favourable breeze to waft it to a 
foreign shore, and follow it with prayer, 
that the result may be good; so the Chris- 
tian minister can set forth the treasures of 
eternal salvation in their most inviting as- 
pect, and employ all the means which God 
iias prescribed, and still he can go no far- 
ther, but look to heaven and pray that a 
return of a thousand fold may crown his 
toils. They are soldiers fighting in the 
van against spirits of sin and darkness, em- 


bodied and disembodied; but in the very 
hour of conflict, pow’er, unless imparted from 
on high, may cease to nerve the warrior’s 
arm. Or at best, all their arrows are shot at 
a venture, and must be conveyed by some 
secret power to the heart of the foe ; or in 
some sudden panic, which no philosophy can 
explain, one may chase a thousand, and 
put ten thousand to flight; for God alone 
musters the hosts to battle, and can com- 
mand the victory, making those whom he 
favours more than conquerors. They are 
shtpherds; but the flock w ill be scattered 
in the cloudy and dark day, unless he 
who is above all, gathers the lambs in bis 
arms, and carries them in his bosom ; lead- 
ing them by green pastures and still 
waters for his own name’s sake. They are 
husbandmen cultivating a stubborn and bar- 
ren soil. The husbandman breaks up the 
ground, and casts in his seed ; but more he 
cannot do. He cannot command the sun 
to shine, the rain to descend in gentle 
showers, or stay again, w'hen the earth is 
overcharged, the clouds of heaven. And 
in defiance of all hU care, some will fall by 
the wayside, and the fowls of the air will 
come and gather it up ; and some will fall 
on stony places ana spring up, but be 
scorched and die with the first out-breaking 
of the meridian sun. Some will fall amongst 
thorns, and the thorns will grow up and 
choke it ; and none will grow unless God cause 
his sun to shine, and his rain to fall, and the 
secret influence to be exerted, by w hich the 
earth shall bring forth an abundant harvest. 
All this figurative language, I say, still re- 
solves itself into a strong assertion of the 
truth upon which the Apostle proceeded in 
the text, viz., that God alone could sanctify 
and make perfect the Thessalonians, not 
his efforts or eloquence. Men may trust 
in the power of fellow -mortals to bend the 
stubborn spirit of man, and may imagine 
most foolishly that only the preaching of a 
few favourite ministers can at all profit them : 
or, like the savages of old, they may look to 
the sta^ or to the various methods which 
human ingenuity has devised ; but there is 
no virtue in all these. In the minerals of 
earth, in all her thousand hills, in all the herbs 
of her wide spread gardens there is none ; and 
et as much in these, as in the mere sound of 
uman eloquence, which passes away like 
a tale that hath been told. The lovely song 
has charmed the sinner’s ear, but all the 
w hile he has sealed up every avenue to his 
heart, which remains cold and hard like tba 
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nether millstone, steeled agninst the voice 
of the charmer, cliarm iie never so wisely. 
But Omnipotence can make way through 
all opposition— hind and east out every 
spirit of evil — fill and animate with holy 
love all the feelings of the soul, and carry 
all Christians through armies of difficulties 
to the regions of eternal joy. “ But for all 
this will he be inquired of by the house of 
Israel, to do it for them.” Therefore the 
Apostle uttered this fervent prayer, and it is 
our duty to imitate his example. For the 
churches of other lands — for our Christian 
friends wherever they be ; hi the wilderness, 
on the stormy sea, in the crowded city full 
of many temptations, in youth full of pas- 
sion, in old age full of peevishness, and 
many gathering alarms ; our cry should as- 
cend and enter the ears of the God of Sa- 
baoth, that God may make them to increase 
and abound in love, and stablish their hearts 
uiiblumeably, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

III. Tills is the third subject which de- 
mands consideration, viz., the two-fold 
prayer of the Apostle ; first, That the Tlics- 
saloriiaas might abound in love to each 
other, and all men, as he did towards them. 
Second, That they might be stablisbed in 
holiness, and presented blameless at the 
coming of Jesus Christ. 

It has been the great object of God, under 
both economies, to inspire the hearts of 
men with love towards each other. Under 
the Old Testament dispensation, the .Tews 
were intended to be a kind and holy brother- 
hood, an emldcm of what the whole human 
race should have been. In the wilderness 
they were equally fed with manna, and made 
to drink water from the rock, and then there 
was no poor man amidst all the ranks of 
Israel. And when they w’cre ushered at 
length into that goodly Canaan, which had 
been swept of its inhabitants, that they 
might take possession, God commanded 
them still to leave the corners of their fields 
mireaped, and their grapes unglcaned, and 
every seventh year the silver trumpets an- 
nounced the return of jubilee, and every 
yoke w'as broken, every slave set free, and 
the whole produce of that large and fertile 
country w'as left free to all. By many such 
commandments did God teach lessons of 
brotherly kindness to the Jews. And when 
Christ Jesus appeared as the great Prophet 
of the Church, — the desire of nations, for 
whoae law the isles were to w'ait, — the great 
lesson w'hich he taught his disciples, was. 


that they should lore one another, as the 
means by which they might secure the hap- 
piness of earth, w’hich always had secured 
the happiness of heaven. This is the mean- 
ing of the apostle John’s paradox : “ I write 
no new' commandment unto you, but an old 
commandment which ye had from the be- 
ginning. The old coramandment is the 
word w'hich ye have heard from the begin- 
ning. Again, a new commandment I write 
unto you, which thing is true in him and 
in you ; because the darkness is past, and 
the true light now shineth.” It was an 
old commandment ; for it was the Jaw of 
paradise, of heaven, of Moses, of all the 
servants of God, and had stood from ever- 
lasting ages, being based on unchangeable 
rectitude. But it was a new command- 
ment ; for it was recovered, as it were, from 
amidst the ruins of human nature, amidst 
which it had been buried, and was destined 
rtwem to be written on every Christian tem- 
ple, on every cliristian heart ; it w'as now' 
also enforced by new' and wonderful argu- 
ments, by an amazing example — the exam- 
ple of the eternal Son of God himself. 

Love toward each other and all men had 
been given by Christ as the grand visible 
mark of his disciples. The Pharisees w'erc 
know'n by the breadth of their phylacteries, 
the length of their prayers ; the priests, by 
their sacred vestments ; but hereby were 
all men to know Christ’s disciples by their 
love one toward another. Therefore the 
Apostle earnestly desired the Thessalonians 
to grow’ in the possession and exhibition of 
this heavenly grace, as necessary to their 
own happiness, to the success and extension 
of their Church, to their meetness for the 
eternal joys of the sanctuary above, and 
mingling w ith the blessed company of angels 
when they died. 

(After making some remarks on the Apos- 
tle’s love to the Thessalonians, as extending 
to sinners as w'ell as to saints ; on the na- 
ture, efficacy, extent, increase, and eternal 
endurance of love, as the very crowning 
and perfection of the Christian character, 
the discourse proceeded to the second part 
of the Apostle’s prayer.) 

The day of Christ’s appearance is the 
object towards which Christian ministers 
and people are required continually to look. 
If they have talents to occupy, it is “ till 
Christ come if sacraments to observe, it is 
** till Christ come if duties to discharge 
with vigour, whilst it is day, it is “ beeauso 
when Christ comes they shall receive tho 
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reward of deeds done 5n this body, accord- 
ing to what they have done, whether good or 
bad/* The day of Christ’s coining, is the day 
of expectation to the sons of God, of terror 
to his eneniies : for then this economy shall 
be completed, this earth burnt up ; these 
heavens removed, the destinies of all irre- 
vocably fixed. And victory, complete eter- 
nal victory in the day when Christ cometh 
with all his saints, should alone satisfy the 
disciples of Christ. All pretensions to re- 
ligion, short of this, will only end in more 
thorough shame. Better never to have 
known the way of truth, than after ye have 
known it, to turn from the holy command- 
ment delivered unto you. Better to die in 
Egypt than, after having come out and 
jiassod the Bed Sea, and seen the wonders 
of God in the wilderness, to be left there, 
still far from Canaan, monuments of the 
eternal indignation of God. Better to per- 
ish in Sodom than, after having clean escap- 
ed, to stand a pillar of salt in the desert, an 
illustration of danger to all succeeding ages. 
Better not to reach the gate of heaven, than 
to perish at the threshold. And, O, it is an 
alai’ming truth to all Christian ministers, that 
thousands begin in the spirit and end in the 
llesh 1 The leaves of the fig-tree are fair, 
but when you go seeking fruit, none can be 
found; it is nigh unto cursing, its end is to 
be burned. And, therefore, the very first 
and most important thing for us all to know, 
is the actual position which we occupy, our 
actual danger, the number and power of our 
spiritual enemies. Humility will usher into 
glory ; God fills the hungry, scatters the 
proud, blesses the poor in spirit. Rich men 
must ^not, therefore, glory in their riches, 
mighty men in their might, wise men 
in their wisdom ; as if by the application 
of these in securing human means, they 
could perfect their eternal salvation. Such 
feelings will lead them quite astray, and 
form the very vantage ground from which 
Satan will attack successfully. We must 
trust only in the midst of all our efforts, to 
the eternal God, through Jesus Christ, who 
can give us all things richly to enjoy ; and 
walk humbly and circumspectly, esteeming 
others more than ourselves, choosing a low 
room at this Christian feast ; and then when 
the Master comes to see the guests he will 
say Friend sit up higher,” ye shall have 
honour before the saints. Descend to the 
ground and ye shall rise above the clouds. 
Paul w'as brought dowm to the dust, and 
thoroughly abashed, and then he could con- 


tend with principalities, and bear without 
alarm witness to the name of Christ before 
kings. And so it will always be. The man 
who is most perfectly diffident of his ow n 
strength and attainments, will rise to tiic 
highest glory in heaven, where all cast their 
crowns at the feet of him who sits on the 
throne, and to no higher excellence can any 
Christian attain, than to rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, having no confidence in the flesh. 

The reason of all this is plain. The whole 
progress of religion within us is in op- 
position to the tendencies of our nature, and 
therefore in its aid we must never trust. It 
is rather an enemy to be watched and re- 
sisted. Nature is dead in sin ; Christianity 
is dead to sin. Nature is to every truly 
good w'ork reprobate ; Christianity is to 
every good w ork zealous. Nature tcachen 
us to love ourselves ; Christianity teaches to 
deny ourselves. Nature teaches us to seek 
exclusively our ow’n profit ; Christianity 
to seek the profit of others. Nature regards 
preaching as folly ; Christianity as the 
power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth. Nature regards faith, and 
hope, and Jove, all the graces of the Spirit 
as unnecessary mysteries ; Christianity re- 
gards them as her very essence, her life, 
her beauty, her perfection, without which 
she is dead, being alone. In a w ord the 
whole progress of Christians to eternal 
glory, is secured by divine power, guiding 
and directing the whole current of human 
wish and feeling ; and, therefore, to that 
power our eyes should continually be 
turned, and it should be humbly — rever- 
ently recognised. 

And yet w e must never stand still, that 
w'e may idly speculate. We should actively 
and constantly exert ourselves in subduing 
every evil feeling, and in training ourselves 
for the immortal joys of heaven, as if all the 
power rested with ourselves. It is this union 
which constitutes prosperous Christianity. 
If we overcome all our enemies here below, 
there will be a long eternity above, which 
may be employed in meditation as to the 
more minute causes by which that victory 
was obtained. But meantime, flesh and 
blood, principalities and powers, are up 
in arms against us. We must arise and 
contend, never ceasing till every enemy 
has left the field, else we shall not obtain 
the prize. We have lost paradise ; but we 
must struggle now, else we shall be driven 
to a lower depth. The contention [now is 
for all that wc have — for peace of mind— 
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for eternity— for all* If the battle is gained, 
the gain is infinite, unspeakable, everlast- 
ing ; and as heaven spreads before us, with 
its endless, changeless joys, it may well 
^hice up our spirits to the encounter. If it 
IS lost, all is lost— hopelessly lost for ever. 

This great struggle has been going for- 
ward, in the case of every individual 
Christian, since the world began ; and vic- 
tory, or litter hopeless defeat, are the only 
two results in which it can terminate. To 
stir you up to vigour, and equip you for 
this mighty conflict, all Sabbatlis have been 
set apart, and all means of grace instituted ; 
•and when Satan w’OuM persuade you that on 
such days nothing should be done — that they 
are days of relaxation and thoughtlessness 
merely after a week of toil ; and that praying, 
and reading, and meditating, waiting at 
wisdom’s gvites — watching at the porches of 
her doors, are quite unnecessary, you should 
remember that these are the most important 
exercises in which you can engage. These 
arc all employed by the great Captain of 
your Salvation, as means to secure your 
eternal victory. They are wells in the 
desert, from which with joy ye may draw 
water — beuvcidy armouries, out of w’hich 
ye may be supplied with immortal w’eapons, 
wherewith to quench all the fiery darts of 
Satan. Therefore, if yo would bo presented 
perfect in holiness, W'atch at wisdom s gates, 
wait at the porches of her doors. Forsake 
not the assembling of yourselves together. 

“ If, ray son, thou criest after knowledge, and 
liftest up thy voice for understanding ; if thou 
searehest for her as silver, as for hid trea- 
sures to obtain which men penetrate into 
the depths of the earth, piercing the rocks 
which intervene, eagerly following every 
vein of precious ore, then shall thou obtain 
a saving, sanctifying, glorifying knowledge 
of God. 

Our Saviour once proclaimed under the 
canopy of heaven, and in the hearing of a 
godless generation. He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear ; and from the midst of 
the golden candlesticks, seven times did he 
repeat the same proclamation. It may be 
amdied to all Christians, and to all the gifts 
<n God. He that hath eyes to see, let him I 
behold the thousand imperfections which ' 
still cleave to his character — that hath a 
memory to remernber, and an understanding 
to consider, let him remember and consider 
liow much still remains to be done ; let 
him remember the years of the right hand 
of the Most High, the duration of eternal 


glory— he that h%th hands, let nirn work 
with all his might ; for there is no work, or 
device, or knowledge in the grave. Time 
waits for no man. The #an no longer stands 
still in the firmament, and the day is already 
far spent. The shadow' on the dial w'ill not 
go backward, that we may recover any lost 
opportunity. No day, no Sabbath past, can 
ever be again recalled ; we shall see it again 
no more, though we seek it carefully with 
tears. 

The time of Christ’s coming draweth 
nigh : he shall rend the heavens, and ap- 
pear ; every eye shall see him, every soul in 
this assembly shall hear his voice ; for his 
voice shall pronounce the doom of all. Be 
ye fluthful unto death. He will give'you a 
crown of life. Even now', the w hole court 
of heaven waits for your complete salvation ; 
saints long for your coming ; angels blush 
when you fall, and fill all heaven with melody 
when you triumph. Christ himself stantls 
amidst them all, on the high battlements 
1 of heaven, ready to receive his triumph- 
I ant sons. When the soldier of many bat- 
! ties, who has gone forth from his native 
! l..ind, and by driving w'ith confusion all 
1 enemies from the gate, has won high rc- 
, nown, returns again to the city of his fathers, 

I w'hcro all his kinsmen dwell ; the damsels 
sing hymns of triumph, and weave garlands 
of victory, and strew with flowers the war- 
rior’s path, and fill the air with clouds of 
sweet perfume — songs are written, and 
monuments are raised, to liand dow'ii to all 
ages the memory of the achievement. And 
even so when any Christian disciple, who 
hath been sent out into this region of war, 
and hath come off victorious, escaping every 
danger, spoiling every foe, trampling under 
foot the very last enemy, in the sight of 
heaven, earth, men, and angels ; all heaven’s 
inhabitants are out to meet him at his corn- 
ing; the long white robes of glory, and 
palms of eternal victory, are brought forth 
from the treasurehouse of God ; a new pillar 
is set up in the temple of God, which shall 
stand as a monument of the victory through- 
out ceaseles ages. 

O then be strong, and very courageous, 
ye followers of the Lamb. Ye do not con- 
tend alone; ye have many companions. 
Thousands of thousands have never bowed 
the knee to Baal. Cast your eyes abroad ; 
see bow many are around you — how' many 
at your side. All feel an interest in ynur 
toils, all shall share your triumph. See 
how many have arrived beyond the reach 
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af wo ; their toils are^past^beir victory k 
gained — they' never return any moio to the 
field of danger. One short struggle, and 
all is over for ever. See how many angels 
are near you with their chanots of fire, and 
horses of fire, to guard you in life^to de- 
fend you in death — to carry you triumph- 
antly to the realms above. “ Are they not 
all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
to them who shall be heirs of salvation?” 
A whole universe calls upon you to be up and 
doing. Time flying — eternity approaching 
— judgment preparing — God entreating — 
Christ longing to introduce you into eter- 
nal joy — a thousand inducements present 
themselves on every hand. Hold fast that 
which ye have ; let no man take your 
crown, and your hopes shall brighten, even 
whilst the sun grows dim with years ; and 
upon the ruins of a world, and amidst the 
gathering majesty for a judgment day, ye 
shall say, This is our God, we have 
waited for him, and he will save us ; we will 
be glad, and rejoice in his salvation. 

(In conclusion, Mr. Begg referred to the 
fact, that he would no more for ever preach 
any sermons to that congregation, as its 
minister; and to the solemnity of that con- 
sideration, both to him and them, since now 
the day of judgment was nearer than when 
they ijrst met, he vindicated, at some length, 
the propriety of the course he had pursued 
in leaving them'; and he defied them all to 
say, that he had not devoted, when amongst 


them, though be was sensible of many im- 
perfections, all his substance, as well as tiinc^ 
to the advancement of their best interests, in 
connexion with the church of which he was a 
minister ; be trusted that, wherever he went, 
he would continue to do the same. In preach- 
ing, he had laboured to expound the Scrij>- 
tures in Scripture language and by Scrip- 
tural illustrations ; that had ever been his 
highest object, as he thought it ought to be 
the object of all Christian ministers. In the 
duties of his parish, he had laboured to 
increase pastors and teachers, and elders, 
and libraries ; and he trusted his successor 
would do the same, till the parish was 
divided into at least five, and thoroughly 
pervaded with Christian agency. He knew 
that many things had been neglected, and 
he trusted that God would forgive all the 
sins into which he had &llen. He returned 
thanks to all who had treated him kindly, 
amidst his labours, and many such theije 
were; and if any had laboured to disc’n\^r 
faults, he trusted that in his successor tlu y 
would find a far more devoted and ardent 
minister. “Finally,*’ said he, “brethren,^ 
farewell. The Lord bless you, and keep 
you ; the Lord lift up the lignt of his coun- 
tenance upon you, and be gracious unto 
you. The Lord shine upon you with the 
liglit of his countenance, and give you ever- 
lasting peace.”) During this concluding 
address, the congregation which was much 
crowded, seemed deeply affected. 


'THE ANGEL AND THE SPIRIT.” 


Criticism scarcely comes within the 
scope of the limits of the Scottish Pulpit; 
we have, however, been so much delighted 
by the perusal of the brochure, whose title 
w e have given above, that we cannot refrain 
from introducing it to the notice of our 
readers. It is one of the most exquisitely 
beautiful poems that we have ever fallen in 
with. The author of it must be a man of 
true genius, and need not have been asham- 
ed to have added his name to the title page. 

Angel, I come from Heaven’s immortal 
sanctuary 

To visit thee, freed spirit, whom I oft 
Have hovered o’er in dreams, while yet thou 
wert 

Imprisoned in thy tenement of clay. 

Come, chosen ope, companion of the blest, 

And wing thy way to yonder happy gate 
Tliat opens to receive thee ; follow me, 


Ethereal being, through the elements ! 

Eeloved of thy Maker ! follow me 
To regions brighter than the noontide sun. 
More beautiful than Paradise, when Eve 
Bloomed in the garden as its fairest ilower; — 
Harmonious more than when the nightingale, 
Which ever chanted there, called forth at even 
His choir of singers, and poured out a strain 
Of music, all but heavenly; — more divine 
With odour than the rose of Lebanon, 

Or than the lily, shedding its perfume 
On Carmel’s wreath-girt side— -what time tl.e 
morn 

Awakens from the flowers ambrosial balm. 
More fair than all dominions of the Earth, 

Or all the palaces of sceptred kings. 

Bright spirit ! to this mansion, follow me. 

Spirit, Awakened from the poppied tdeep 
of death, 

W’hich sealed mine eyelids, and threw over n e 
The veil of blank forgetfulness, 1 now 
From the dark sepulchre have just arisen, 
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!t> fMi «xfttMiee and iminorta] 

1 fMSt a* If X dirali in the creation 

Of 4 myetorioiu dream— all feems enchant* 

And to my fancy 1 am but a dreamer,— 
Where Ic the Earth 1 once inhabited, 

Xu mountains, VAles» and streams, and popu- 
lous cities, 

I) ! gentle guardian angel, where are they? 


Angd* Think not of them, for they are of 
the past — 

The perishable; and the grare its gates 
Hath placed *twUt thee and them. Let them 
away 

Prom memory vanish, like a summer cloud. 
Thy home shall be In Heaven, that happy land, 
Whose meanest subject is more glorious far 
Thau all the titled monarchs of the Earth ; 
Whose weakest can control the elements, 

And ride as on the whirlwind as a steed ; 
vt^;ho'ie must imuerfect is too full of purity 
Por man to set nis dazzled eyes upon. 

In snow-white robes, around the throne of 
« God, 

All sorrow banished from their sinless hearts, 
Hie emerald vales of heaven, and shining hills, 
They dll with echo of their Maker’s name. 
Love, Faith, Hope, Charity, each has its place 
In this most blessed land, and shall reward 
All such as have, like thee, looked up to them, 
And been, as thou wert, when they dwelt on 
Earth. 


SpiHU Yet difficult It is to draw the thoughts, 
Erst bounded by the transitory views 
And passing things of earth, at once away 
Entirely from them. Whatsoe’er was known 
Was hoped for, or was doated on, abode 
There— and beyond it, only in the eye 
Of Faith, was pictured out the blessed scenes 
Which now, with new-born ecstasy and awe, 

X gaze on, marvelling. Therefore ’tis that 1, 
Vvith momentary longing would revert 


To what hath been within the reulmf of Time, 
Ere entering on Eternity* 

Angd. One glimpse 

— And jiot for such do I upbraid thee now 

Ofmortal life w'asjeumeyed—ltotbne glimpse— 
Nor with the haze which rises im from earth 
Bedim the crystal atmosphere or Heaven. 

Gaze downward through yon gates of chryso- 
lite, 

Fire-circled, and the distance dissipates,— 

All intervening darkness melt away, — 

The shade of muons, and stars, and devious 
orbs; 

And Space has no remoteness. Through that 
vista 

Gaze downwards, and in yonder line of blue 
Behold the stream, upon whose flowery banks 
Thine years of childhood glided like its wa- 
ters,— 

Setiit thou it not ? 

Spirit, My cottage home I see, 
*Mid the bright beauty of its garden flowers, — 
The circling trees beneath whose summer 
boughs 

It was so sw eet to saunter, when the sea 
Sang to the fanning west-wind, or the star 
Of evening glorified the gorgeous west; 

The lake across w hose mirror oft the pinnace 
Passed like a passing dream,— I see it all. 

O ! still-loved scenes of my nativity. 

Hall and farewell ! Yet for a moment longer 1 
Permit a thought to things more dear than 
those. 

My kindred let me see ; my widowed w ife, 

And orphaned little one ; and let me send 
A blessing on earth’s w eary sojourners. 

At some future opportunity, when space 
permits, we may probably resume our ex- 
tracts from this ’splendid productio 


GLASGOW :-W, 11 Ma'HUN, FUBLISHEK, fc6, TttONGATE* 
2b whom all Commuvicaiions thould he addressed* 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PUBLIC WORSHIP; 
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We will go into his tabernacles ; we will worship at his footstool." — Ps. cxxxii. 7. 


To the priests under the Old Testament 
dispensation, God said, by his servant 
Moses, “ Gather the people together, men, 
and women, and children, and thy stranger 
that is within thy gates, that they may hear, 
and that they may learn, and fear the Lord 
your God, and observe to do all the words 
of this law ; and that their children which 
have not known any thing may hear, and 
learn to fear the Lord your God, as long as 
ye live in the land, whither ye go over 
Jordan to possess it.” To Christians, under 
the New Testament dispensation, the same 
God, by means of an Apostle, has given the 
injunction, not to forsake “ the assembling of 
themselves together, as the manner of some 
is.” Such is the command of the Almighty, 
and it becomes us, in obedience to this com- 
mand, to resolve with the pious Psalmist, to 
“ go into God’s tabernacles,” and to ‘‘ worship 
at his footstool.” To induce us to form 
this resolution, and to keep it, nothing far- 
ther should be necessary, than to have the 
Word of God laid before us, commanding 
or authorizing us thus to act. At the same 
time, it must not be disguised, that there are 
many who consider themselves as Chris- 
tians, who live regardless of the important 
duty of the sanctuary. To them, the Sab- 
bath of the Lord is a weariness, the service 
VoL. V,— No. 173. 


of his house an irksome toil. They forsake 
“the assembling of themselves together;” 
they will not “come and appear before God,” 
Would to Heaven that such could bo brought 
to see the error of their conduct, and to 
form the resolution expressed in the text. 
With the view of correcting their mistaken 
view's, and of inducing them to do so, w'e 
have chosen, looking up to God for his 
ble.ssing, to discourse for a little on the im- 
portance of public worship : and w’C trust 
that this subject, should the attempt to reach 
the consciences of the careless be vain, may 
not prove altogether useless to the regular 
and well-disposed part of our audience, but 
may be a mean of encouraging them to per- 
severe in their laudable conduct. 

We w'ould simply state, on entering upon 
the subject of this discourse, that the pur- 
poses for which we assemble in the courts 
of the Lord, are, to praise and adore his 
perfections, to acknowledge his goodness, 
to confess our sins, to pray for pardon and 
assistance, and to receive instruction in the 
great truths of our holy religion. Now, 
when w'C speak of the importance of public 
w'orship, W'e speak of the importance of all 
these purposes. To show the importance 
of it, tlien, it might be sufficient to remem- 
. ber it is a commanded duty. For every 
N 
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command of Heaven, even the least, is im- 
portant, and there is danger in neglecting 
it, as this neglect exposes us to the just 
indignation of a righteous God, and the 
awful effects of his displeasure. But, in 
order to «1(K)w Ihe importanoe of attendance 
on the public worship of God, we propose 
at present to dwell for a Utile, on its reason- 
ableness, and the advantages attending it. 

I. Our first object is, to endeavour to 
point out the reasonableness of attendance 
on the public worship of God. That God 
ought to be worshipped, must be acknow- 
ledged by every one who believes in his 
existence and perfections. He, vi ho is “ God 
over all, and blessed for over,” ought cer- 
tainly to be adored as such. He, who is 
‘‘kind unto all,” and whose “ tender mer- 
cies are over all his works,” ought to have 
a tribute of gratitude ascribed to him. He, 
against whom W'e have sinned, should wit- 
ness the humble confessions of his children. 
He, on whom we depend for every blessing, 
both temporal and spiritual, for our daily 
bread, for mercy to pardon, and grace to 
help in time of need, should be inquired at 
for all these things. He, wIjosc character 
is a great deep, but of whom it is of conse- 
ouence for us to have knowledge, should be 
tne subject of our study, and the means of 
acquainting ourselves with his character, 
should never bo neglected or overlooked. 
He, whom it becomes us to serve, but of 
our duty to whom, we arc comparatively 
ignorant, ought to witness his creatures 
assiduous in inquiring after their duty, and 
in learning his will. Now, we ask, how are 
all these things to be done ? Some may, 
perhaps, imagine they may be done by pri-; 
vate as well as by public worship, as it is the 
homage of the heart which God delights in. 
It is true that God is a spirit, and they that 
worship him, should worship him in spirit 
and in truth, it is true, that private wor- 
ship should be regularly observed ; and it is 
true, that without the homage of the heart, 
no external . ceremony can be of any avail. 
But still, it is surely reasonable, that our 
feelings should be expressed in words, and 
that these words should not be uttered in 
secret alone. Has God gifted us w’ith the 

f ower of speech, and should not this faculty 
e emplopd in the worship of the giver? 
Has he blessed us wHh sociail eapamtiee, 
and should we not return his bindness by 
meeting in these capacities, for the purpose} J 
of promotiug his glory ? Is 4t net regarded, 
as greater honour to eijen an earthly bene^ 


factor, and a stronger proof of our attach- 
ment to him, to speak his praise to others, 
than simply to confine this feeling to our 
own bosoms ? Would there not be some 
thing blameable in the conduct of that man, 
►who never acknowledged to others the 
.favours of a. friend, when fit opportunities 
occurred ? In like manner do w’c testify 
our love and gratitude to God, by public 
expressions of worship to him, while we 
incur blame by neglecting the opportunities 
that offer for this purpose. Nor ought it to 
be overlooked, that the honour of God 
should be promoted, by every mean in our 
power, and surely none will deny that his 
glory is more likely to be advanced by pub- 
lic than by private worship ; that his name 
is more likely to be heard of in the world, 
and his fame to be spread throughout the 
earth. Besides, there are certain blessings 
we receive of a public nature, and which, 
therefore, require a public acknowledgment. 
There are certain crimes of a public nature, 
and which, therefore, ought to receive a 
public confession. There arc certain wants 
which we need supplied, of a public descrip- 
tion, and the supply of which ought, there- 
fore, to be petitioned for, in our public capa- 
city. While, then, family blessings should 
be acknowledged in the family circle, we 
ought to meet in our public and social capa- 
city, to confess our common crimes, to 
acknowledge our common mercies, to im- 
plore the supply of our common wants. 
We might mention also, the dignity of the 
employment, as an additional consideration, 
which allows its reasonableness. As the 
mind is more noble than the body, so the 
exercises of the former are of a more exalted 
nature than those of the latter ; as angels 
are more exalted beings than men, so the 
nearer our employments approach to theirs, 
the more dignified must they be considered. 
Now, surely, it must be the part of a- rational 
creature, to prefer the more dignified em- 
ployment to that which is of -a grovelling 
nature. It is the part of a reasonable being 
to prefer the more spiritual exercises, the 
services of angels, to those merely corporeal, 
to those Af mortality. You will easily per- 
ceive the application of these remarks, to tl>e 
services of the sanctuary. In the sanctuary, 
they who worship God aright, worship hkn 
in spirit and in truth. There, our exercises 
arerjiot unsimilart to^ those of the first-born 
sons - of Heaven, #ho are reiiresented as 
standing before the eternal throne, veihng 
their faces with their wings, and saying. 
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‘‘ Holy, holy, hol 3 % is the Lord God Al- 
raighty, who was, and wlio is, and who is 
tof^omeJ* And now, were we to add any 
thing to this branch of the subject, we 
would refer you to the example of mankind 
in -all ages and in all nations, from the re- 
motest' antiquity, down to the age in which 
we live*; from the rudest of the American 
tribes; to the most civilized of European 
nations. We admit that men have often 
erred'in their opinions of the nature of God, 
and' the mode of his worship. Still, how* 
ever,’ the existence of their temples and 
their altars, shows the principle to be deeply 
rooted in the heart of man, and the feeling' 
to be coeval with his nature. So much, 
then, for the reasonableness of this dut}r. 

1 1. Let us now direct your attention, for 
a IHttd, to the advantages resulting from' 
attendance on the house of God. 

We begin with observing, that God re- 
gards "with delight his humble worshippers. 
This consideration, indeed, applies to the 
worshippers of God in general, whether 
their service be of a more public or more 
private nature : but it seems particularly 
applicable to those who engage in hhpulflie 
worship. The sanctuary under the Old 
Testament^ dispensation, is pointed out to 
us as the place of God'S more immediate 
presence. In it we are told was his dwell- 
ing place, and there did he manifest his 
glory. He is said to have loved “ the gates 
of Zion more than all the dn^ellings of 
Jhcob,” and his train is said to have “filled 
the temple.^’ From such expressions we 
may conclude, he was pleased with the con- 
duct of those who assembled in his taber- 
nacles to worship in his presence ; and the 
same God has promised to his people, under 
the New Tfestament dispensation, that 
“ wherever tnm or three meet together in 
his name,” ho will be “ in the midst of them 
tb bless them, and to do them good.” Now, 
if the enjoyment of the friendship of God 
be of any avail, it must be good to wait 
upon God in his ordinances. If to possess 
the friendship of God, to have him regard- 
ing us “with a pleasant countenance,” be 
of any benefit to our souls, let us not forget 
to assemble ourselves in the house of our 
God. 

Again, this duty is full of the most rational 
delight to the soul of man. We are aware, 
brethren, there are many who count the , 
Sabbath of the L(^ a weariness, and re- i 
joice when it comes to a dose ; there are ; 
many who regard the service t>f God’s house j 


an irksome toil; and* feel happy as. ib draws 
to a termination. But these are not the 
true worshippers of the Almighty, but per- 
sons whose hearts are wandering on the 
mountains of vanity, while their* bodies are 
in the house of prayer. The* true servants 
of God call- the Sabbath ‘ a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, and lionourablei'* Their 
chief happiness upon earth, is to engage in his 
service, and to worship in* his house. How 
often do we find the pious Psalmist express- 
ing his delight in the house of his G^^ and 
when deprived of its worship, eagerly desir- 
ing it, and panting after it, like the hart 
after the water brooks, “ Lord, I have 
loved the habitation of thy house; and the 
place where thinehtwrourdwdleth.” “ Inthe 
congregations will I bless the Lord.” “ I went 
to the' house of God with the voice of joy 
and praise, with a multitude that kept holy 
day.” “ Blessed is the man whom Ihouchoos- 
est and causest to approach unto thee, that 
he may dwell in' thy courts; we shall bc 
satisfied with the goodness of thy house, 
even of thy holy temple.” “ One thinghhve 
I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after, 
that I may dwell in the house' of the Lord; 
all the days of my life, to behold' the beauty 
of the Lord, and to inquire in hie temple;*^ 
“ Blessed are they that dwdi in thy house; 
they will be still praising thee.” Nbr need 
we wonder at the delight which is experi- 
enced by the true worshippers, in the temple 
of Jehovah, if we consider for a moment; 
how they are employed. Their delight 
may arise, from the simple consideration, 
that they are engaged in the noblest exer- 
cise under heaven ; and that when so en- 
gaged, they are enjoying the favour and 
friendship of the Most High. The service 
itself, also, must elevate the soul, and fill it 
with the most pleafing emotions. What 
can be more delighthif than to engage in 
the praises of him whom we revere and love? 
what exercise more pleasant, than to pour 
out our hearts to that Almighty Parent who 
loves us, and delights in doing us good? 
what more engaging, than to speak and to 
hear of the perfections of Deity, of the con- 
descending love of the Saviour, of tbebless- 
edness of the celestial paradise, of' the 
glories of futurity, and or the road whidi 
conducts to eternal felicity ? 

Bat, besides all, there is to be expected a 
feeling of ssidsfaction and delight, arising 
from the immediate presence of God with 
his people, worship. This is especially 
the case; in to mere solemn duty of to 
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sanctuary, when his people are engaged in 
showinpf forth the death of their Lord. 
Then, is their Saviour made known to them 
in the breaking of bread, while their elevated 
affections bum within them. But this effect 
may be expected to be partially, at least, 
produced by the ordinary services of the 
temple, when these are engaged in, from 
pious and conscientious motives. “ The 
goings” of the Almighty are said to be “seen 
jn the sanctuary;” and, we may rest assured, 
he w’ill fulfil the promise of his presence, 
when two or three meet together in his 
name. But who can estimate the import 
of this promise, but those who are regular 
in their attention to this duty, and who are 
blessed with the presence of God’s Holy 
Spirit. 

Farther, we mention the improvement of 
our own conduct in general, as another ad- 
vantage arising from proper attention to this 
duty. Public w'orship is not only an im- 
portant duty in itself, but it has a tendency 
to excite us to the more faithful discharge 
of duty in general, to improve the various 
graces of the Christian life. Nothing can 
be more obvious, than that those w'ho are 
addicted to open crime, were they to come 
to the house of God, w^ould at least have 
less leisure for their indulgence in iniquity; 
for, besides, that a portion of their time 
would thus be occupied, we can scarcely 
imagine that they would at once retire from 
the house of God to the practice of open 
iniquity : and who know's what impressions 
might be made on their hearts, by all that 
they might there see and hear ? Impres- 
sions thus repeated, day after day, might at 
last prove efficacious. The Lord might 
open their hearts to attend to the things 
belonging to their peace. The view of the 
faithful worshippers of God, mip^ht fill their 
hearts with awe ; the reasoning “ about 
righteousness, temperance and judgment to 
come,” might cause them to tremble; the 
Saviour might meet tliem by his grace ; and 
although they came with little better inten- 
tion than “ to scoff,” they might be con- 
strained “ to remain to pray.” 

But while this effect may sometimes be 
produced, we w'ould speak particularly of 
the benefits to be derived from this duty, 
by those who engage in it, from a desire 
of improvement. Instruction, you know% 
is one of the ends of our assembling our- 
selves together. The great mass of man- 
kind are so much engaged in worldly affairs, 
that little time is left for improvement in 


religion. Individuals are set apart for the 
purpose of instructing mankind m its duties. 
Their time and attention are more parti- 
cularly directed to this subject, ana the 
result of their labours it is their part to com- 
municate from the pulpit. The character 
of Deity, and the nature of duty, become 
thus better known to mankind, than if each 
individual were left to acquire information 
from his owm private researches ; and, it is 
to be expected, that in proportion to our 
advancements in knowledge, will be our 
attainments in righteousness. Some may, 
perhaps, regard this as a reason for the 
ignorant to attend the ordinances of God, 
but. think that it cannot operate upon those 
who are already wiser than their teachers, 
and stand not in need of any lessons from 
them. But allowing their wisdom, ought 
they not, by their example, to countenance 
a useful institution, and thus promote the 
benefit of others, and that even should they 
themselves be beyond the reach of instruc- 
tion ? 

But, brethren, it is not by the acquire- 
ment of something new alone, that our 
graces are to be improved. We have need 
of being reminded, of what we have already 
learned, our duties have to be recalled to 
our attention, and the motives to their per- 
formance again and again enforced, before 
we set about their practice. It is not always 
the minister of the greatest talent, or the 
greatest eloouence, who proves most useful 
in the church of Christ. A word in season, 
from one of inferior ability and acquirement, 
a discourse from one of the plainest and 
most homely diction, has sometimes reached 
the heart of the sinner or the mourner in 
Zion, communicating conviction to the one, 
and consolation to the other; while both 
have been repeatedly addressed to no pur- 
pose, by the most splendid in talent or 
captivating in eloquence ; thus proving, that 
the arrow shot at a venture proceeded from 
the quiver of the Almighty, and that while 
the treasure was in earthen vessels, the 
excellency of the power thereof was from 
on high. Let not, then, the superiority of 
your knowledge ever lead you to despise 
the house of God, because its devotions are 
conducted by one inferior in wisdom to 
yourselves. 

Nor is this all we would advance on 
this branch of the subject. The regular 
attendance on the house of God, has 
in itself a natural tendency to improve 
us in the graces of ChrisUanity. Instruc- 
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tien is but one of the ends, and' not the 
most important, for which we assemble 
together^ We celebrate the praises of God, 
we engage in communion with our Maker, 
confiessing our sins, acknowledging- his ! 
mercies, and supplicating his favour. Now* ’ 
surely, we cannot praise the Lord, without 
some meditation on his character; we can- 
not confess our sins without resolving to 
forsake them ; we cannot* acknowledge his 
mercies without ^atitude for his goodness; j 
cannot supplicate his favour, without a | 
sincere regard to all his commandments. 
But this is not all that we mean. If, in 
these exercises, we hold communion with 
our Maker, with the God whom w'c love, 
growing resemblance to him in heart and in 
life may be expected. For this is the natural 
efibet of it, whether in private or in public. 

“ Beholding, as in a glass, the glory of God, 
we are changed into the same image, from 
glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
In private, however, our devotional feelir^s 
are apt to cool, our graces to grow languid. 
In public* the view of others engaged in the 
same service with ourselves, revives our 
feelings, and chases away the languor of 
our graces^ The ardent devotion of one is 
communicated to all the rest. The holy 
dame of devotion being once enkindled, 
spreads from heart to heart, till the whole 
circle of the friends of Jesus, are animated 
with the same spirit. Nor is it only our 
devotional frame, and love to God, which 
are thus improved. The view of so many 
of our fellow-creatures engaged in the holy 
service, naturally tends to cheri.sh our love 
to one another. We there appear as bre- 
thren, children of the same Father, redeemed 
by the same blood, led by the same Spiri*;, 
servants of the same Master, partakers of 
the same faith, heirs of the same glory, and 
destined hereafter to sit at the same table 
Surely, then, such considerations cannot but 
excite our affection for one another. Can 
we behold our brethren sitting around us, 
and fail to love them as of the same family? 
Can we view them as travelling to the same 
home, and bear« the idea of falling out by 
the way ? Can we view them as destined 
to live for ever in the same blessed man- 
sions, sit at the same table, and partake of 
the same repast, and yet indulge in any 
thing like malice, or hatred, or ill-will 
towards itbera ? It may be still farther re* 
maiited, that even the personal graces here 
receive countenance and support. How 
much. is. the house of God calculated to; 


purify 'OUT thoughts P TbeeseveUet in whldi 
we engage being’ all ‘of a spiritual nature’ 
every id^ of imparity is banished fVom our 
mindsi 

How well calculated] too; is »the house of 
God, for begetting in the bosoms of men 
proper sentiments' with regard* to them- 
selves ? It humbles the> pride of the great, 
it fills with contentment the poor. It levels 
for a time the difference, which the distinct 
tion of ranks makes in society. “ The rich 
and the poor meet together; the Lord is 
the Maker of them all.” Man meets with 
man as his brother. What, then, can better 
tend to produce humility in the great, than 
to perceive in the poorest of his fellow- 
w'orshippors, a child of the same parent with 
himself, enjoying on the Lorci^s day the 
same ease, and the same relaxation from 
bodily fatigue — favoured with the same pri* 
vileges on earth, and indulging the same 
hopes of a happy immortality? What can 
be better calculated to cheri^ contentment 
in the bosom of the poorest, than to see his 
more w'ealthy neighbour on a level with 
himself, and himself poor as he is, on the 
same scale of being with the greatest, as 
welcome to the house of God, and equally 
blessed with the Gospel of peace; 

The last advantageous, circumstance in 
the pjiblic worship of God, winch we shall 
notice, is its being a mean of our prepara- 
tion for heaven. That wo must* be prepared 
for the enjoyments of heavenj if we would 
enter it, is a truth which we trust none will 
call ill question. Now, while' every duty 
has a tendency to prepare us for that blessed 
place, the worship of God seems peculianly 
adapted for this purpose, being a similar 
employment with that of the celestial inhabi- 
tants, w ho are represented as ceaslng neither 
day nor night to celebrate the praises of 
their Maker. In the book of Revelation, 
vii. 1 1 , we are furnished with an example 
of the manner of their eraploymemt. They 
are represented as a great multitude before 
the throne, and as engaged in a social and 
public capacity. “ After this I beheld, and, 
lo, a great multitude, wlrich no* man could 
number^ of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood befeie the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clotlied with w'hite 
robes, and palms in their hands ; and cried 
with a loud voicse, saying. Salvation to our 
God who sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb.” Such is the employment, of 
the redeemed who have oonm out of great 
itribulat&on; and have washed thehr r^Ks, 
N2 
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and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb ; and it is added, ** therefore are they 
before the throne of God, and serve bim 
day and night in his temple.*' The angels, 
too, are represented as similarly engaged. 
** All the angels stood round about the 
throne, and about the elders and the four 
beasts, and fell before the throne on their 
faces, and worshipped God, saying, Amen : 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.” What, then, can better prepare 
us for the services of the celestial paradise, 
than similar services on earth ? what can be 
a better emblem of the temple above, than 
the temple below ? what a fitter preparation 
for the general assembly of the church of 
the first-born in heaven, than the assembly 
of the redeemed on earth ? Let us, there- 
fore, now begin the heavenly employment, 
let us commence those services which are 
to engage our attention in the ages of eter- 
nity. “ O come, let us w^orship and bow 
down, let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker, for this is none other than the house 
of God, this is none other than the very 
gale of heaven.” 

Such are some of those advantages attend- 
ing the proper discharge of the duty of 
public worship, and our need of attending 
to it, for the purpose of receiving these 
advantages, might be shown from the risk 
we run of contamination, from our inter- 
course with the world. In the world w'e 
meet with many who discourage us in our 
Christian course. By their scovvlings at 
religion, and their ridiculing of its professors, 
they are apt to lead astray the young con- 
vert to Christianity, and endanger the faith 
of the more advanced. Were we to meet 
only witli such persons, what discourage- 
ments would be throwm in our way ? But, 
again, when we assemble in the house of 
God, we there meet with the friends of 
Ciiristianity ; the damp which the world 
threw on our profession is removed, the 
celestial lamp w’hich had been nearly ex- 
tinguished, is lighted up by the flame from 
the torches of our neighbours, and we who 
had begun to pause in our course, are en- 
abled again to go on our way rejoicing. 
“ Let us enter,” therefore, “ God’s gates 
W'ith praise, and his courts with the voice of 
thanksgiving,*' 

We trust enough has been said to con- 
vince you both of the reasonableness and 
advantages of the public worship of God, 


and if you be convinced of these, you will 
not hesitate to allow its importance. 

Now, brethren, if attendance on the pub- 
lic worship of God be an important duty, 
no less important must be the duty, of pro- 
viding for its regular maintenance in our 
land. For, as the Apostle asks, “ how' can 
they believe, if they have not heard ? and 
how can they hear without a preacher?” So 
may we ask, how can they join in the public 
worship of God, without a temple to which 
to resort for its performance ? Hence does 
it become the duty of every legislature to 
see that provision be made for the wwship 
of the only living and true God, that none 
may have cause to neglect it. This principle 
was sanctioned by the Most High under the 
ancient dispensation. Even heathen rulers 
are commended for their countenance and 
support to the true religion : and the most 
prosperous period of the Church is pre- 
dicted as a period, when “ kings shall be- 
come her nursing fathers, and queens her 
nursing mothers.” Brethren, we of this 
highly-favoured land, have reason to bless 
God for the establishment among us of our 
holy faith, and to express our tliankfulness 
by every mean in our power. It is under 
God, to the laws of our country, that we 
owe the existence of our establishment, and 
the provision made for the regular dispen- 
sation of word and of sacrament among us. 
And how many are the blessings we owe 
to the establishment of our holy faith ? 
Were it not for this, how many corners in 
our land, now under the influence of the 
truth, would at this moment have been un- 
enlightened by its knowledge ? 

But while we rejoice in the establish- 
ment of our lioly faith, and bless God on 
account of it, what reason have we, at 
the same time, to lament that that esta- 
blishment has not been allowed to keep 
pace M'ith the increase of our population V 
that at this moment, although the country 
has more than doubled her population since 
the Protestant establishment in Scotland, 
that establishment remains, in point of the 
number of her churches, nearly the same, as 
she was at her commencement. What in- 
crease has been made to church accommo- 
dation in Scotland, has been made by Dis- 
senters, or by the friends of the Church, 
through the means of voluntary contribution. 
Much, it is true, has been done in this way, 
and it certainly is our duty to acknowledge, 
with gratitude, the contributions thus made, 
in order to supply the spiritual wants of 
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Scotland. Still, however, much remains 
to be done, and will always remain, unless 
the principle of our reformers be carried 
into operation — of providing a church and a 
school for every thousand of our population 
in the remoter districts of our country, and 
for every two thousand in her densely peo- 
pled cities. For we can never suppose, 
that the inhabitants of the poorer districts 
can provide themselves with the means of 
religious instruction even were they willing. 
Nor would it be desirable that the religious 
instructor should feel himself dependent on 
his people for support. In this case, he 
who ought neither to cringe to the great, 
nor court the applause of the multitude, 
would be under the temptation of framing 
his instructions, so as to suit the taste of his 
audience, rather than enlighten their under- 
standings and improve their hearts. The 
more independent of his people that you 
make a minister, the greater reliance can 
you place on his disinterestedness and sin- 
cerity in the discharge of his duty. 

But holding, as we do, the principle of 
an establishment, ought we to make no 
effort of our own to supply the great and 
increasing wants of our overgrown popula- 
tion ? or ought we to content ourselves with 
simply applying to the Legislature, and wait 
its tardy operation ? Far from it, brethren. 
If we be at all sensible of the value of reli- 
gious instruction, we shall not hesitate to 
use every lawful mean in our power to pro- 
cure this blessing to all around us ; and if 
there be a want of it in our country, 
and Heaven has given us ability to contri- 
bute to its supply, we shall not hesitate to 
employ it. 

It is on this principle that you of this 
neighbourhood have been called upon, to 
aid in the erection of this place of wor- 
ship, which, we trust, will prove the mean 
of instruction to thousands of our popula- 
tion. You hiive done well in coming for- 
ward as you have done ; and we trust that 
you will all, but especially the poor among 
you, reap the beneht of your exertions. 

Still, you must not think you have 
done all that is necessary. Church ac- 
commodation, in order to be effectual, 
ought ever to be accompanied with regular 
pastoral superintendence ; and we trust, 
therefore, that you will now give such en- 
couragement to this infant erection, as that 
you may be speedily provided with a local 
minister, one w'hose time will be devoted to 
this district alone, and who will give him- 


self to his people, not only in the more 
public, but also in the more private but 
no less useful duties, of the pastoral office. 
It was with this view, that the founders of 
our church, limited the population of our 
parishes, to the numbers already nu ntioned ; 
for, where a larger population ihan he is 
able to superintend is given in charge to an 
individual, the duty is not done to them as 
it ought, and the heart of the labourer sinks 
within him ; so that the little w hich he might 
do is often neglected, or his labours, scat- 
tered over so great a surface, are not so 
thoroughly done as they ought to be ; nor 
do their effects appear as they would, were 
these labours confined to a manageable 
parish. 

But, besides that the parish be a manage- 
able one, there is another essential requisite, 
in order to secure the full services of a minis- 
ter ; and that is, that such security be given 
and such provision made for his support, as 
may raise him above the fear of w ant, and 
allow him to give his undivided attention to 
the spiritual duties of his office. And we 
confess it is desirable, that it be such as 
may in a great measure take aw'ay from hiii/ 
the temptation of a removal from his present 
sphere of usefulness. Nor can we help 
thinking, that minister bids fairer for happi- 
ness, as well as usefulness, who looks on the 
parish in w hich he is ordained as his resting 
place, giving himself entirely up to his peo- 
ple, as those among whom he desires to 
live and die, pleased even with the thought 
that his dust shall mingle with that of those 
among whom he laboured on earth, and 
with whom he trusts to rejoice in heaven. 
Nor is his zeal to be measured, nor are his 
labours to be appreciated, by the extent of 
surface over which he may travel, or the 
number of assemblies, in which his voice 
may be heard. In a country such as ours, 
where Christianity is the religion of the 
land, his labours, we may rest assured, will 
be most advantageous, even to the cause of 
the Gospel in general, when chiefly confined 
to the sphere, in w^hich providence has been 
pleased to place him, just as the parent may 
expect to be more useful, who confines his 
exertions to the children whom God has 
given him, than he who scatters his labours 
over the families of others, to the neglect of 
his own. He may expect to make a deeper 
and a more lasting impression. And while 
many a pastor may be apt to feel his heart 
sickening within him, at the view of those 
thousands of never dying souls within Ins 
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pariifh, wlioae inttniotioii he finds it impose 
sible, bjr tttl bis exertions, to overtake, there 
is none who has not a sphere of nsefolness 
amply snfiieient in that corner of the vhie* 
yard committed to his care. There, while 
nc plies his every exertion, by public and 
private’ labours, by being: “ instant in season 
and out of season,” may he hope, with the 
blessing' of Heaven, to laboup not* in vain. 
Let’ him bear in mind, that it is the sheep 
of his own fold he ought constantly to tend ; 
it is for the lambs of his own flock he ought 
to provide convenient food. For although 
the great Shepherd may have other sheep, 
it ie'in regard to the floek committed to his 
charge that he says to him, “feed my sheep,” 
and “ feed my lambs.” It is, therefore, by 
fidelity to them he is to expect, in the most | 
effectual manner, to promote the spread of \ 
the Gospel ; and although his footsteps 
should never- be traced, nor the sound of his ^ 
voice be heard, beyond the glens and the 
mountains where his lot ha« been cast, yet 
there maybe build a temple/ there may he 
rear an altar, and there may he present a 
sacrifice, the thick cloud of whose incense, 
shall ascend in sweet memorial, before the 
eterwali throne. There, in short, may he j 
kindle a -flame of piety, whose intensity and 
brightness will gradually increase, and whose 
boundatres w-ill gradually extend, till it bid 
defitmco 'to all the attempts of the floods of 
surrounding iniquity to quench it. 

But while such seems to us to be the | 
proper duty of the parish minister, it ought ; 
to l>c borne in mind, that there is a duty also I 
of tho parishioners, and that duty w e con- j 
cervo to be, to wait on his ministry. We 
admire the parochial system of our fathers, 
^vlio enjoined on the people to attend each 
hie own- parish chnrch, as it must be admit- 
ted by all, that it increases the intorest in 
one another of both minister and people; 
when, in the private duties* of the pastoral 
offlhe, the minister meeta with the-samo peo* 
pie to whom he dispenses the word of life, 
in - his public ministrations. And how should j 
werejoiee,' were the time to come, when the 
divisioii of overgrown parishes shall take 
place; whon a manageable district shall be; 
assigned to each minister ; when churches | 
sh^ correspond with the population of the| 
bonadu; and when each individnal shall be | 
seett'repairing to his own church to receive 
the word of life from oiwi- minister? 
Such was the plan of the foimders of ourj 
eatablmbment, and such ought ta be still 
kept in view’, in every arrangement w'hieH 


has for its* object, the restoration ofthat exfei* 
Wishment-, ta its original effleie»cy, This 
we can scarcely expect to see carriedl into 
operation, in those cities and ’ towns of our 
native land, where a different system has 
been introduced/' and where each repairs to 
him/ whose ministrations suit his taste, rather 
than to him, whom God has set over him in 
holy things* But, in the - country, we find 
much of the parochial system still in opera- 
tion/ and there too, do we find much of that: 
reciprocal attachment between pastor and 
people, which the looser connexions of the 
town tend to prevent. 

We have ventured to throw out these 
remarks, brethren, in the hope that if ever 
this district of our overgrown parish, should 
be formed into a separate erection, as much 
as possible of the original parochial system 
may be introduced. That a division of the 
parish, of which this district forms a part, 
oiiglit to take place, the simple fact, that it 
contains a population at the present day 
equal to tliat of the whole county, in the 
year 1754, is a sufficient proof That even 
after the accommodation furnished both by 
dissenters and by the establishment, in ad- 
dition to tho parish church, wo still require 
more places of worship, and more pastoral 
superintendence, is also evident from the 
fact, that there remaiuB a population of 9000 
individuals, for whom no provision has been 
made; That the partioular site of this new 
erection has been judiciously selected, will 
appear if you consider, that it is, about three 
miles distant from the parish church ; that 
the surrounding locality contains a popula* 
tion of 2000 nearer zV than any other place 
of w'orship, and that of this population, two- 
thirds professedly belong to the establish- 
ment. 

From these, as well as other considera- 
tions, we are persuaded that you may 
j search, and search again, before you find 
a locality in all respects so suitable for such 
an erection. Granting this, therefore, we 
trust you will give it every encouragement 
in your pow'or. Brethren, we would at this 
time call upon you to lend us, by your pecu- 
niary aid, a helping hand. It is for the 
poor among us that we solicit your assist^ 
ance. It is to supply not their temporal, but 
their spiritual wants ; and bear in mind, that 
they are not- only of the same human hind 
with yourselves, but are your neighbours by 
local situation ; and/ surely, if you- see- it 
your duty to aid in sending the Gospel to 
OEtherquartereofthe globe, while yoameglect 
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those in your own neighbourhood, you know 
little of the spirit of that religion which led 
the Apostle to say, “ If any man provide 
not for his own, and especially for those of 
his own house, he Hath denied the feuth, and 
is worse than an infidel.’* 

While these remarks apply particularly 
to those in the more immediate locality, 
those also who are present from a neign- 
bouring town may bear in mind, that their 
city will, at the same time, receive benefit 
by this erection, as if it accommodate a 
portion of the population who now repair to 
its churches, a greater number of sittings 
will be left in them, for its more immediate 
inhabitants. But, brethren, even although 
you should not derive personal benefit from 
this erection, still would we call on you, as 
Christians, to give it your support. As 
lovers of the Lord Jesus, it becomes you to 
seek the good of those for whom he shed 
his blood ; and, therefore, w'e trust you will 
respond to this call, which is made on your 
Christian charity ; and while you go into 
God’s tabernacles yourselves, and worship 
at his footstool, be desirous at the same time 
to prove instrumental in bringing others along 
with you, to join in the same holy devotion. 

But, besides all this, reasoning even on 
worldly principles, we might urge you to 
give your aid to the multiplication of places 
of worship, and an increase of spiritual super- 
intendence; for we have no hesitation in 
affirming, that the introduction and increase 
of poors’ rates in Scotland, has been in a 
great measure owing, not so much to the 
increase of our population, as to our esta- 
blishment not keeping pace with that popu- 
lation. In manageable parishes, especially 
where the parish church is the resort of the 
people, ancf the collections are not diverted 
from their legitimate purpose, to this day, no 
assessment for the poor is needed ; nay, in 
some, the collections do more than supply 
the immediate w’ants of the poor. Nor, had 
our ecclesiastical arrangements met the 
demands of our increasing population, would 
it have been different in many other places, 
of our native land ; and while w'e have 
reason to think, the poor would have thus 
been amply provided for, the assessments for 
prisons and police establishments, would 
nave been comparatively small ; while you 
would have seen rising up around you, an 
intelligent and a virtuous people, who would 
have respected your Sabbaths, reverenced 
your laws, and defended your property ; and 
such an improvement in the habits of our 


people, were it ye. effected, would far out- 
weigh those pounds and shillings by which 
it is brought about. 

But not to enlarge on this topic, wc 
would rather encourage you to Christian 
liberality, in providing for the spiritual wants 
of your neighbours, by reminding you of the 
noble and godlike cause in which you en- 
gage. It is the cause of heaven, of that 
Saviour who “ though rich became poor, 
that through his poverty you might be rich.” 
You are fellow-workers with him, whose 
love to you, and to those for whom your 
charity is solicited, induced him even to 
“ endure the cross,’* It is the cause of one 
who considers every thing done to his peo- 
ple as done to himself, and who in due time 
will bless you with an ample reward. It is 
that honourable work, in which he delights, 
and w'ho, while you co-operate w ith him, will 
not fail in making you sharers in his joy. 
It is a work, whose effects are not confined 
to the present scene of your existence, but 
which will follow you, to the regions of im- 
mortality. Not only will the preseiit gene- 
ration rise up and call you blessed, on 
account of that salvation, whose knowledge 
they have learned in this house of prayer, 
but even those, who in future ages may 
derive benefit from the temple, to the erec- 
tion of w hich you have this day contributed, 
may, in the w’orld to come, hail you as the 
mean, through whose instrumentality the 
light of the glorious Gospel, poured its 
radiance on their benighted souls, and 
pointed out to them the path w hich conducts 
to immortality. 

We are unwilling to conclude, without 
expressing our hope that there are many 
now present connected with this locality, 
who value the courts of the Lord, and re- 
joice when it is said to them, “ Let us go 
up to the house of our God.’* What reason 
have you, then, to be grateful for the erec- 
tion of this house in which you may worshij> 
the God of your fatliers. It is true, it is not 
the place, but the manner in which God’s 
worship is performed, which renders it ac- 
ceptable to him. StiU, however, the rear- 
ing of a place of worship, comfortable even 
to age and infirmity, is a benefit for which 
it becomes you to be grateful ; and like the 
Jews, who solicit our Lord in behalf of the 
centurion, who ** loved their nation, and 
built them a synagogue,” you ought not to 
forget, but be ready to acknowledge the 
kindness of your benefactors ; and if we are 
to regard their kindness towards you, as a 
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proof of their attachment to our hoty faiith, 
nothing on your part, will delight them more, 
than to see the house they have built, made 
tho* place of your weekly resort. 

Above all, let your gratitude ascend to 
Hinr who is the giver of every good and of 
every perfect gift. And while you express 
your thankfulness for this place of worship, 
implore, at the same time; of the Great 
Head of the Church, to send you in duie 
timc^ a pastor who may feed you with food 
convenient for' you, 

Aad now to^conoladei may God’s pre*^ 


senco ever be with youy^ who shall meet 
in this house to direct you by his grace. 
May he bless your public meetings and reli- 
gious festivals, and niay they be a mean, 
through his influence, of preparing youfor the 
Sabbath of rest and the sanctuary above, to 
which may ho in due time bring you all, 
that you who celebrate together his praises 
upon earth, may unite your voices in swell- 
ing that celesti^ note, which, in the temple 
above, ascends unto Hina that sifcteth upon 
the throiae, and untOithe Laiob, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


ON BAELY PIETY ; 

ASBRMONj 

% the Rev^R. WILSON, A.M., 


“ Remtf/nber Mw thy Crentor in the days of thy youtln " — Eocjc.. xii. 1 


Weo« any of you, Christian brethren, 
intending to emigrate to a»Gountry of which 
you had! little knowledge, and where you 
exfyected to spend the reorainder of your 
da5«. you would certainly consider your* 
selves fortunate in ; meeting with any one 
who wn» fully qualified to give you a parti- 
cOkir account of it. Believing your future 
prospects to be deeply affected by his com- 
mumoations, you would listen to him with 
the profoundest attention, and, according to 
his information, make such preparations as 
appeared necessary for rendering you com- 
fortable and prosperous in your mew habita- 
tion* Into a world of which, a® yet, you 
have little acquaintance, many of you are 
about to enter ; and to such nothing can be 
ofgfreater importance than the useful intel- 
ligence and salutary advice of one who liaa 
Grained a complete knowledge of it by 
experience; Never was there a man who 
knew the world better than Solomon ; for 
God gave unto him “wisdom and uuder- 
stdndmg exceeding much, and largeness of 
hearty as the sand that is -on the sea shore/' 
And, along with liia wisdom and under- 
standing* he possessed the brightest genius, 
^ greatest riches, and an ardent desire ^ 
filing out wherein consists the clvief hap-' 
mess of man. Earth, as if eagerf o obtain' 
his approbation, gathered umo him her 


choicest treasures; and were true' feBcity 
to be found among men, it might naturally 
have' been expected in the habitation of 
Solomoti, The queen of Sheba, indeed, 
speaks ae if it had been found there. 
“ Happy,’* said she, “ are thy men ; happy 
are these thy servants, who stand continu- 
ally before thee and hear thy wisdom.’* She 
was, however, mistaken ; for, after having 
run the whole course of earthly enjoyment, 
leaving no pleasure untasted, he returns 
with this melancholy account of all sub- 
lunary things ; “ All is vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit, and there is no profit under 
the sun.’* 

Let it, however, be observed, that it is 
respecting the things of time only that the 
roj^al preacher comes to such a mournful 
conclusion. While, like his father David, 
he had seen an end of all perfection, like 
him also, he saw that the commandment of 
the Lord was exceeding broad. It is for 
this reason that he so earnestly exhorts 
mankind to begiw early to fear the Lord 
and keep his commandments. To love the 
Lord, to fear the Lord, and to wait on the 
Lord,are scriptural phrases, used to express 
the whole of religious duty. In the text, 
however, the term remember is used with 
great propriety, seeing the exhortation is 
addressed to the young, who are very apt, 
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amidst tbe( gay and fascinatingjallure- 
ments which thb world exposes to the in- 
'cxperienced eye, to forget their Creator, 
whom to worship and enjoy is the chief end 
for which mankind were created, and are 
still upheld in existence. 

In directing your attention to this impor- 
tant exliortation, I shall endeavour to show, 
in tho first place, W'hat is meant by remem- 
bering our Creator ; in the second place, 
the propriety of remembering him early ; 
and, in the third place, I. shall offer a few 
remarks calculated to incite the young to 
the immediate performance of this momen- 
tous duty. 

I. We proceed, then, in the first place, 
to show what is meant by remembering our 
Creator. There is more implied in the 
text than merely tliat we ought not to for- 
get that we havo a Creator. It is implied 
that we ought to endeavour to know him, 
to think and speak of him in a manner 
suited to his exalted character, and to do 
so habitually. To remember our Creator 
aright, then, is, 

Ist. To know him. It is not, however, 
supposed that a perfect knowledge of God 
is necessary before \vc can keep him in re- 
membrance. “ For who, by searching, can 
find , out God ? who can find out the Al- 
mighty unto perfection?” Such a know’- 
ledge of our Creator as will enable us to 
w^orahip and glorify him in a proper manner 
may, ^nevertheless, be obtained. What 
though he holdeth back the face of his 
throne, and spreadeth his clouds upon it ? 
“ The invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, 
€ven his eternal power and godhead.” “The 
iieavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament showeth forth his handy-work. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto 
night showeth knowledge.” Thus the large 
volume of creation lies open before us, and 
on every page is the character of the Deity 
clearly inscribed. It is indeed true, that 
owing to the orginal depravity of human 
nature, the eye of reason is so blinded, that 
it cannot behold the true character of God 
as it is recorded there ; yet that is no reason 
why w’e should despair of obtaining the 
knowledge required, since he who spread 
before us the w onderful volume of nature, 
has ako spread before us the more won- 
derful volume of revelation, in which his 
divine perfections are perspicuously de- 
lineated. Search, therefore, the Scriptures 
diligently, and there you will behold re- 


flected, as in a gloss, the glory of the Lord. 
Proceed not, how'over, depending solely on 
your ow'n strength. In successfully search- 
ing the Scriptures, the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit is indispensably necessary. As- 
siduously, then, implore his aid, that you 
may be led to the knowledge of the only true 
God, and so be enabled to render him ado- 
ration due to his glorious and fearful name; 
for, ere long, “ the Lord Jesus shall be re- 
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God “ but the people that 
know their God shall be strong.” 

2dly. To think and speak of him in a 
manner suited to his exalted character. 
Dwelling in light inaccessible, Jehovah 
never w as, nor can be, seen by mortal eye. 
In order to think of him, so as to fill our 
minds with sacred adoration, it is, therefore, 
necessary that we contemplate his glor)^ 
through the medium of his holy Word, and 
the wonderful w^orks which he has so pro- 
fusely scattered around . 

The eternal duration of God is a subject 
in which our most vigorous thoughts are 
lost in amazement ! Quick as the winged 
lightning, they reach the utmost supposed 
verge of time ; but should they attempt the 
ocean of eternity, soon, like the dove which 
Noah sent fortli from the ark, they are 
compelled to return, and seek rest in the 
place whence they took their flight. 

From Jehovah’s eternity of being, an 
idea of too much magnitude for the grasp 
of created intellect, let us turn our thoughts 
to the contemplation of Him as the Creator 
and Preserver of all things ; and here, hav- 
ing objects innumerable to attract the at- 
tention, the mind w'ill he filled with devout 
adoration, and wander with delight. 

Once this universe did not exist. Bat 
God said, “ Let it be,” and so it was. Even 
this planet which we inhabit is fitted to fill 
the contemplative mind with astonishment. 
Whether we consider the small streamlet 
that gently gurgles down the side of the 
mountain, the mighty river that rolls rapidly 
along the plain, or the hoary ocean proudly 
heaving its vast billow's from shore to shore : 
whether w'c consider the lofty cedars of 
Lebanon, or the lowly hyssop that springs 
from the w'all, the vast leviathan that gam- 
bols in the deep, or the smallest insect that 
flutters in the beam of day ; we are led to 
exclaim, with the Psalmist, “ O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast 
thou made them all ; the earth is full of thy 
riches,” 
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From earth let us turn our eyes upwards/ 
aud contemplate the heavens which God, 
by his Spirit, hath garnished. How glori- 
ous an object is the sun rolling on in undi- 
imnished splendour his diurnal course 
through the sky ; and, when he sinks in the 
western wave, how ma^ificent is the star- 
wove curtain which the Parent of nature 
spreads over the stillness of the ni^htl 
Vast, however, as the visible creation is, it 

but a small speck in comparison to that 
which lies beyond our view. Could we 
transport ourselves through the boundless 
fields of space, we would see system rising 
beyond system, until we found, by experi- 
ence. that the works of creation are as 
unsearchable as their Creator! and be forced 
to say, with Job, “ Lo ! these are part of 
Ids ways ; but how little a portion is heard 
of him y but the full thunder of his power 
s^io can understand ?” 

Not only in the work of creation is the 
power and glory of God manifested ; they 
shine conspicuously forth in his continually 
upholding and governing all things w'hich 
he at first created. His hand at once opens 
the blossom of the lowliest flower, and 
spreads the branches of the loftiest oak ; 
shakes the slender reed, and heaves the 
ponderous billow^s of the ocean ; directs the 
feeble insect in its flight, and guides the 
piighty planets in their courses! In heaven, 
in earth, and in hell, he rules with unbound- 
ed sway. “ The Lord hath prepared his 
throne in the heavens ; and his kingdom 
rulcth over all.” 

But w hat advantage would it be to us to 
contemplate God as the Creator and Go- 
vernor of the universe ! Could we not 
think of him under the more endearing 
character of “ God our Redeemer ?” In 
the contemplation of Jehovah in this cha- 
racter, let us therefore delight lo dwell. 
The wicked, the fallen angels, can equally 
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with us say, We know that our Creator 
liveth/’ but none, save the believer in 
Jesus, can say, with sincerity, “ I know that 
my Redeemer liveth.” 

While we think of God with wonder and 
astonishment, it is necessary that we speak 
of him with the profoundest reverence. 
Many there are who profess to admire the 
worlu of nature, who have no respect for 
their Author's glorious name. But let us 
always remember, that however mankind 
may excuse themselves for this impious 
conduct, yet the “ Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 

3dly. To remember our Creator aright, 
is to think of him habitually. There are 
many of whom it may be justly said, that 
God is not in all their thoughts ; who con- 
duct themselves as if they were of no higher 
order than the beasts of the field ; w ho eat 
and drink without ever thinking of the 
benevolent hand that feeds them ; who 
sleep and w^ake without acknowledging the 
divine protection ; nay, who assemble even 
in the house of prayer without seriously 
thinking of the Being whom they have met 
to worship. “ They draw near to God with 
their lips, but their hearts are far from him.” 
Others think of him at stated seasons, in the 
hour of danger, when sickness overtakes 
them, when they assemble around the fa- 
mily altar, or in the house of prayer ; but, 
when mingling with the world, they allow' 
the remembrance of their Creator com- 
pletely to escape from their minds. Such 
do not comply w ith the exhortation in the 
text. They only do so, who, like David, 
make the law of the Lord their continual 
delight, and meditate thereon night and day. 
Such set the Lord always before them ; and 
whether they eat or drink, or whatsoever 
they do, their constant care is to do all to 
the glory of God. 

{To be continued) 
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ON EARLY PIETY ; 

A Sermon preached by the Rev. R. Wilson.— Conc/wcferf. 


II. Having thus shown that to remem- 
ber our Creator is to know him, to think 
and speak of him in a manner suited to his 
eaalted character, and to do so habitually, 
I come now, as was proposed, in the second 
place, to show the propriety of remember- 
ing him early. This will appear, if we 
consider, 

Ist. That early piety renders a religious 
course of life more natural and pleasant. 
The power of habit, in forming the charac- 
ter of man, is too well known to require 
illustration. By the influence of habit, 
things naturally disagreeable are rendered 
not only tolerable, but even pleasant. How 
delightful, then, must it make the practice 
of piety, which requires only to be known 
to be beloved! They who have been taught 
early to fear God and sanctify the Sabbath- 
day, feel, in the service of their Maker, a 
holy and sublime delight, which to the men 
of the world is altogether unknown. Ac- 
customed to the yoke of Christ, they find 
it easy. Acquainted with wisdom, they 
find, by experience, her w ays to be ways 
of pleasantness, and all her paths to be 
peace. 

2dly. To remember our Creator early, 
preserves us from many dangers to which 
mankind are liable in the flower of youth. 
“ The fear of the Lord,” sai^th Solomon, 
“ is a fountain of life, to depart from the 
snares of death.” And the snares which 
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are spread for the precious soul are in this 
world many and dangerous. Pleasure is 
eagerly pursued by the young. This the 
adversary of our souls knows, and all his 
snares are baited wdth pleasure. The lips 
of her that hunteth for the precious soul 
drop as an honey-comb, and her mouth is 
smoother than oil. The song of the drunk- 
ard is, “ Let us fill ourselves with costly 
wine, and crown ourselves with rosebuds 
before they be withered.” When the pas- 
sions are strong, the spirits buoyant, and 
the experience small, how easily to the 
allurements of the destroyer does the un- 
suspecting youth become a prey! But, 
while thus the simple perish for lack of 
knowledge, th^ who early fear the Lord 
shall escape, r In vain does the world dis- | 
play its enticing pleasures t(f the eye which 
delights in contemplating the beauty of 
holiness ! Temples of public festivity and 
amusement seem sacred to the carnal eye; 
but to the eye of the redeemed thev appear 
as the slaughter-houses of souls! as the 
entrances to the bottomless pit ! The wise 
avoid them, pass not by them, turn from j 
them and pass away. 

Sdly. To remember the Lord early con- 
soles us under the miseries of life, and sup- 
ports us at the hour of death. To how 
many diseases, both of body and mind, are 
mankind liable while journeying through 
this vale of tears ! How often do unfore- 
0 
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THE TRUTH OF OUR LORDS RESURRECTIOIfj 

A SERMON, 

By the Rev. JAMES MACKINLAY, D.D., 

Miniiter of the Lalgh Church, KilmamocK. 


** Thomas answered and said, My Lord and my God'* — Jo^ xx. 26 . 


The character of Thomas, from what is 
recorded of him in the Gospel, seems to 
have been of a mixed kind, exhibiting many 
excellent qualities, combined, however, with 
some lamentable defects. He seems to have 
been a man of ardent feelings, imprudent 
forwardness, undaunted fortitude, and un- 
reasonable incredulity. When our Saviour 
announced to his disciples, at a distance 
from Bethany, that their friend Lazarus was 
dead, but that he purposed to go to him, 
Thomas, aware of the danger that would 
attend such a visit, boldly replied, ‘‘ Let us 
also go that we may die with him.” When, 
a little before his death, our Saviour was 
comforting his disciples with the assurance 
that in his father’s house there were many 
mansions ; that he was going to prepare a 
place for them, and would come again and 
receive them to himself, Thomas said 
unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou 
goest ; and how can we know the way ? 
Jesus said unto him, ** I am the way, the 
truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto 
the Father but ly me.” When the ten dis- 
ciples, after our Lord’s resurrection, assured 
him that they had seen the Lord, and that 
he had showed them his hands and his side, 
Thomas, who was absent upon this occasion, 
declared, that unless he had the same sen- 
sible evidence of the fact he would not be- 
lieve. This was an unreasonable demand, 
for the testimony of his ten brethren might 
have satisfied him as to the fact. In this 
state of mind he seems to have continued 
till next Lord’s day, when Jesus appeared 
unto him and the rest of the disciples ; and 
on receiving the evidence which he required, 
he exclaimed, in the words of the text, 
“ My Lord and my God.” 

It is our purpose in this discourse, 

I. To show you the import of the ex- 
clamation of the Apostle, and then to con- 
clude with some praedcal deductions from 
what m^ be advanced. 

Ist. Then, this exclamation implies a full 
and decided conviction of the truth of our 


Lord’s resurrection from the dead. The 
resurrection of Christ is a fact which lies at 
the foundation of the Christian system ; and 
if this fact is established by sufficient evi- 
dence, the truth of Christianity must be 
admitted by every candid and inquiring 
mind. Christianity, indeed, is a religion 
founded on fact, and its principal doctrines 
are nothing but the natural and necessary 
deductions resulting from these facts. It is 
this circumstance that brings the evidence 
of our holy religion within a very narrow 
compass, and renders it plain and palpable 
to the meanest capacity. As we do not 
learn the existence of God from abstract 
reasoning, but from the existence of a visi- 
ble creation, from which we infer the exist- 
ence of the great Creator, so from the fact 
of our Saviour’s resurrection from the dead, 
we infer the truth and divinity of his reli- 
gion, The resurrection of Christ being a 
matter of fact, cannot be proved by demon- 
stration, for it does not admit of this species 
of evidence. It can only be established, lik e 
other facts, by credible testimony ; and 
when we inquire with candour into this 
testimony, we find it sufficient and satis- 
factory. The evidence which is given of 
its truth in the Gospel, as stated with the 
most artless simplicity, and at the same 
time with so much particularity sxA minute- 
ness of detail, as to be completely at vari^ 
ance with any thing like artifice or deceit 
The witnesses were quite competent to 
judge of the fact, and in every respect were 
^credible and unexceptionable witnesses. It 
18 true, they were not men of profound 
learning, or employed in philosophical in- 
vestigations ; but they were men of sound 
sense and fair character, and therefore were 
as well qualified to bear witness to a matter 
of fact or to what they saw or heard, as the 
most learned sage or profound philosopher. 
Moreover, being persons who were inti- 
mately acquainted with our Saviour, and 
had attended him during the whole of his 
public ministry, they were best qualified to 
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bear itncss to his identity after bis resur- 
rection. Besides, instead of being biass^ 
by prejudice, or confidently expecting his 
resurrection, they entertained doubts con- 
cerning it, and were slow of heart to believe 
it. Though the prophets had predicted the 
resurrection of the Messiah, and Christ 
himself had repeatedly assured his disciples 
that he would not only be crucified, but 
would rise again an the third day ; yet they 
seeoied either to have misunderstood, or not 
to have remembered bis declaration, and 
therefore were unwilling to believe the truth 
of his resurrection. Accordingly we find, 
that when some of the females who had 
gone early to the sepulchre with spices to 
embalm our Saviour’s body, returned in 
haste to announce to the disciples the 
joyful tidings of his having appeared unto 
them, they would not believe them. On 
the same day when he appeared to two 
of his disciples going to Emmaus, and 
when they returned to Jerusalem to com- 
municate this intelligence to the rest of the 
disciples, they would not believe them. 
Nay, wo find when the disciples were 
assembled on the evening of the same day 
at Jerusalem, and Jesus appeared in the 
midst of them, saying, ** Peace be unto you,” 
instead of believing the truth of his resur- 
rection, they were terrified, supposing they 
had seen a spirit. But he said unto them, 
“ Why are ye troubled, and why do thoughts 
arise in your hearts? Behold my hands 
and my feet, that it is 1 myself ; handle me 
and see, for a spirit bath not fiesh nor bones 
as ye see me have and when he had thus 
epc^n to them, he showed them his hands, 
and Ids feet, and his side. While they yet 
believed not for joy and wondered, he in- 
<|uired if they had any meat, and they gave 
him a piece of a broiled fish and an boney- 
ccwnb, and he took them and did eat before 
them, and said unto them, These are the 
words which I spoke unto you while I was 
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled 
which were written in the law and in the 
prophets, and in the Psalms concerning 
me ; for thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and 
to rise again from the dead the third day. 
As the Apostles were to be witnesses of 
the truth of our Lord’s resurrection, for this 
was a piineipal part of their official duty, so 
it was highly proper that they should be 
completely satisfied of the truth of' this im- 
porkaaftt fact, in order that they might give 
their decided and unequivocsil testimony, 
saying, ** That which we have seen, and 


beard, and bandied of the w'ovd of life de- 
clare wo unto you.” The number of the 
witnesses w^as not only sufficient, but they 
had ample opportunities of judging of the 
truth of the fact they were to testify. It 
was not one or two woo saw him, but even 
five hundred brethren at once. They be- 
held him separately and collectively ; they 
looked upon him, conversed with him, and 
eat and draid^ with him ; for he showed 
himself alive to them after his passion by 
many infallible proofs, being seen of tbem 
forty days, and speaking of the things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God. Besides, 
the disciples not only declared the truth of 
our Lord’s resurrection at the time it hap- 
pened, but they persisted to the last in at- 
testing the truth of it, and some of them 
sealed their testimony with their blood. 
Now, although some may have died mar- 
tyrs to a matter of opinion, yet the disciples 
of Christ were the only persons who sacri- 
ficed themselves in the attestation of a fact 
to which they were not inclined by educa- 
tion or worldly interests, and which the 
malice of the Jews would have induced 
them to disprove, if it Imd been in their 
power. Thus it appears that we have the 
most satisfactory evidence of the truth of 
our Lord’s resurrection from the dead. 
Though Thomas once doubted the truth of 
the fact, yet being now fully convinced of 
its reality, he expresses hb conviction in 
the exclamation of the teat, “ My Lord and 
my God.” 

In like manner every Christian who be- 
lieves this truth upon the teatimony of Scrip- 
ture, and has a conviction of its truth from 
his own experience, for he knows Christ in 
the power of his resurrection, or the power 
whi^ he exerts in consequence of liis re- 
surrection, in sending the Holy Spirit into 
hb heart to quicken him to walk in newness 
of Kfe, (being risen with Christ, and setting 
hb afifoetions on things that are above,) he 
will adopt the language of the Apostle con- 
cerning his rben Redeemer, and say of 
him, “ My Lord and my God.” 

2<lly. This exclamation implies a con- 
viction of ow Saviour’s essential dignity 
and supreme divinity. Accordingly, Thomas 
addresses him as his Lord aiwl hb God. 
lliis is language vriiich he could not em- 
ploy in addressing the roost exalted crea- 
ture without beri^ ^^Ity of impious blas- 
phemy. All the disciples had the most 
satisfactory evidence of our Lori’s divinity. 
On several occations he detected their 
2 0 
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fecret thoughts and the private reasonings 
in which they were engaged. They heard 
him with a word command the raging winds 
and the roaring waves into a calm, and they 
also heard him call the dead from the grave, 
after having remained in it four days, and 
the dead instantly obeyed his voice. These 
proofs of his divinity seem to have con- 
vinced them that he was a divine person, 
possessed of the incommunicable attributes 
of omniscience and omnipotence. Accord- 
ingly we find, that when our Lord asked his 
disciples, saying, “ Whom say ye that I 
am Peter, in name of the rest, replied, 
Thou art the Christ, the son of the living 
God upon which our Lord declared, 
“ Blessed art thou, Simon Barjonas ; for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father who is in heaven.” If 
our Saviour, however, had been a mere 
man, as some maintain, this revelation could 
not have been necessary to obtain this know^- 
ledge, for the fact of his humanity must 
have been evident to their bodily senses. 
When the Apostle, therefore, declared that 
he was the Son of the living God, he must 
be understood to mean that he was more 
than a man, or even than a prophet, and 
that he was possessed of true and proper 
divinity. When Christ is designated in 
Scripture the Son of God, the son of the 
blessed, the only begotten and well-beloved 
Son of God, and his own son, or the son of j 
himself, these terms obviously mark his true 
divinity ; for Christ is the Son of God in a 
sense peculiar to himself. When Christ 
called God his Father, and declared that 
he and the Father were one, the Jews took 
up stones to cast at him, saying, they were 
about to stone him not for any good work 
he had done, but for blasphemy ; because, 
that being a man, he made himself God. 
We find also when our Saviour was ad- 
jured by the High Priest to tell him who 
he was, and when witnessing a good con- 
fession, ho declared that he was the Son of 
God, the High Priest said he hath spoken 
blasphemy : “ What need have we of wit- 
nesses? behold, ye have heard his blas- 
phemy. What think ye ? They answered 
and said. He is guilty of death.” The 
blasphemy, therefore, with which he was 
charged by the High Priest, and to which 
the Jews consented, was his calling him- 
self the Son of God. But blasphemy, we 
know, consists either in denying the divine 
perfections, or in impiously arrogating them 
to ourselves. Now, with blasphemy of the 


first kind the Jews did not chaise our Lord ; 
for he neither denied nor derided any of 
the divine attributes. It was, therefore, 
with blasphemy of the second kind that they 
accused him, or with claiming those divine 
titles and honours to himself which be- 
longed only to God. Though the Jews, 
however, declared that he was a blasphemer, 
and was worthy of death, yet, being subject 
to the Roman government, they could not 
put any man to death without the sanction 
of the governor. Accordingly we find them 
exhibiting this charge against him at the 
bar of the governor, saying, “We have a law, 
and by this law he ought to die, because he 
made himself the Son of God.” It is quite 
futile to allege, that the term Son of God 
means no more than that he was the Fa- 
ther’s servant ; for, in the language of the 
New Testament, the terms son and servant 
are not terms of equality, but opposition. 
Angels are all ministering spirits, and 
Moses, the man of God, was faithful as a 
servant, but Christ as a son over his own 
house. Jesus, therefore, was a son before 
he was a servant ; and the Apostle observes, 
that although he were a son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suffered. 
If Christ were a mere creature of the high- 
est order, by the law of creation he must 
be a servant ; but Christ is the Son of God 
in a sense peculiar to himself ; and, there- 
fore, when Peter declared, in name of all 
the rest, that Christ was the Son of the 
living God, he announced their conviction 
of his being a divine person. But the dis- 
ciples* belief in this truth might be shaken 
when our Saviour w^as crucified and laid in 
the tomb ; for then, like the sun, he set for 
a little in a dark cloud, but in the morning 
of the resurrection he arose in glory, and 
thus demonstrated the truth of his divinity. 
Hence wc read (Romans i. 3,) that “ Christ 
w'as made of the seed of David, according 
to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the Spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” 
In this passage the two natures of Christ 
are contrasted ; for the phrase, according to 
the flesh, evidently refers to his humanity, 
and in this view he was of the seed of 
David j but with respect to his superior 
nature, or the Spirit of holiness, he was 
declared by his resurrection to be a divine 
person, or the Son of the living God. His 
resurrection did not constitute himself the 
Son of God ; it only proved him to be, what 
he declared himself to be previous to hw 
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resurrection, the Son of God. The op 
sition between the decision of the Sanhe- 
drim and the declaration of our Saviour, 
seemed to be undetermined till the morning 
of the resurrection; but, by raising him 
from the dead, God attested the truth of 
our Lord’s assertion, and proved him to be 
the Son and sent of God. The resurrec- 
tion of Christ not only removes the re- 
proach cast upon him by his enemies, but 
proves him to be possessed of true divinity. 
Though his disciples might have doubted 
of this prior to his resurrection, yet they 
were no sooner satisfied of the truth of this 
fact, than the belief in his divinity was fully 
established; and this belief is obviously 
implied in the exclamation of Thomas, My 
Lord and my God.” Now, if Thomas and 
the rest of the disciples were convinced of 
our Lord’s divinity by his resurrection from 
the dead, ought not the truth of the same 
fact to convince all real Christians of the 
truth of the same important doctrine ? Must 
they not believe that the Word existed in 
the beginning with God, and was God, and 
that our Saviour is Emmanuel, God with 
us, or God manifest in the flesh ; the bright- 
ness of the Father’s glory, and the express 
image of his person ? When the Father 
addresses the Son, he calls him God ; for 
unto the Son he saith, “ Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever.” He is styled 
in the New Testament the “ true God, and 
God over all, and blessed for evermore.” 
He is possessed of all the perfections pecu- 
liar to the deity, performs the works which 
none but the Almighty can perform, for he 
created and sustains the universe ; he re- 
ceived that worship upon earth, which is 
ascribed to him in heaven, and which it would" 
bo idolatry to pay to any created intelli- 
gence ; for we are to worship the Lord our 
God, and him only arc we to serve. All 
true Christians, therefore, being convinced 
of our Lord’s supreme divinity, honour the 
Son even \'.a'y honour the Father; and, 
adopting the language of our text, call him 
their Lord and their God. 

3dly. This exclamation implies an hum- 
ble hope of personal interest in Christ as 
our Lord and God. It is the glory of the 
Gospel that it sets before all who near it a 
suitable and all-sufficient Saviour for their 
acceptance. This Saviour is held forth to 
them without any meritorious qualification 
to entitle them to accept of him as their 
Lord. The call and invitation of the Gos- 
pel are addressed indiscriminately to all. 


Its voice is, “ Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters ; and he that hath 
no money, come buy and eat, without 
money and without price.” ” Look unto 
me and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth; for I am God, and there is none 
else.” “ The Spirit and the bride say, 
Come. And whosoever will, let him come 
and take of the water of life freely.” As 
the manna fell around the camp of Israel 
in the wilderness for the sustenance of the 
people, and it was the duty of every indi- 
vidual to go out and gather it, or as the 
water from the rock followed them for their 
refreshment, and it was their duty to drink 
of it, so Christ, the bread and water of life, 
is freely set before us in the Gospel ; and 
every one who receives and eats of this 
bread and drinks of this water has personal 
interest in them, and shall live tor ever. 
Christ is exhibited to us in the Gospel as 
the figure of the serpent was to ancient 
Israel on the pole ; and every one has not 
only a right to look to him, but by looking 
to him shall be saved by him. Christ is 
God’s unspeakable gift to all who hear the 
Gospel ; and while this free exhibition of 
the Saviour gives a right to every individual 
to receive him, and renders it his indispen- 
sable duty to accept of him, nor can he 
reject him in unbelief, without despising the 
Saviour and neglecting the great salvation 
of the Gospel. As the law is addressed to 
every one to whom it is published, so the 
Gospel speaks to every one to whom it is 
proclaimed ; and as we shall not be con- 
vinced by the law that we are sinners, till 
we apply it to ourselves as individuals who 
have transgressed it, so we shall neither be 
saved nor comforted by the Gospel till we 
make a personal application of it to our- 
selves — receive the atonement, and rely 
upon Christ as our only and all-sufficient 
Saviour. By receiving Christ in this man- 
ner as God’s unspeakable gift, we have per- 
sonal interest in him, and he becomes our 
Saviour ; “ for to as many as receive him 
he gives power or privilege to become the 
sons of God to tnem who believe on his 
name. The acceptance of a gift, it is ob- 
vious, makes it ours, and gives us personal 
interest in what we receive ; and, therefore, 
when we cordially embrace the Saviour as 
set before us in the Gospel, we may, with- 
out any presumption, claim interest in him, 
and call him our Lord and our God. 
Thomas, therefore, being conscious of his 
faith in the risen Redeemer, claims interest 
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ill him ; tmd all who brieve the testimony 
of God concerning Jeaus Christ, who trust 
in the promise and repose in the Saviour 
for s^vadon, may also claim interest in him 
as their Lord, fent although some degree 
hope of personal interest in Christ and 
the salvation of the Gospel, must in the 
ire of things result from a firm faith in 
Saviour, yet as this faith is npt in the 
same degree of strength in every believer, 
$0 we may deceive ouriielves by imagining 
we believe in Christ when we are destitute 
of this principle. This hope, therefore, 
mast be strengthened and conhrmed by our 
faith prqdt^ciog its appropriate effects in 
fmrifytng our hearts, overcoming the world, 
and eKcitipg ua to the practice of godliness 
and good works. Hence it is that profess- 
ing Christians are eiyoinod by the Apostle 
to examine themselves whether or not they 
are in the faith, to give all diligence to the 
full assurance of hope unto the end, and not 
to be slothful, but followers of those who 
through fdUh and patience are inheriting 
the promises, U is thus they obtain the 
nsoftt satisfactory evidence that their faith 
is genuine ; that they have personal interest 
in Christ, and may claim connexion in him 
as their Lord. Accordingly we find Old 
mid I^ew Testament believers, whose works 
proved their faith to be sincere, claiming 
interest in God as their God, The Psalna- 
ist often calls God his God and King. 
The spouse declares, My beloved is mine, 
and I am his,’* Aud Isaiah says, “ 1 will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, and my soul shall 
be joyful in my God.” Mary, in her beau- 
tiful son^'’, said* “ My soul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my si)irit hath rejoiced in God my 
Savipiw;” and Paul declares, “ that he knew 
in whom he had believed, aud was persuaded 
that Christ w'aa able to keep w hat he had 
committed unto him agednst that day ; and 
that ho comUed all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
his Lord, that he might be found in him;’* 
and here Thomas calls him hb Lord and 
God., While . Jehovah acknowledges that 
he ia the God of his people, tliey hope in. ^ 
[ under this relation tkeir God, and re- 
•pice in him in the absence of all created 
comforts, saying, (Habb. iii. 17.) “Although 
the fig-trcc sbajl not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the olive 
shall fiaij, and the fields shall yield no meat ; 
the flock shall bo cut off from the fold, and 
there shall be no herd in the stalls ; yet I 
Will r^olce in the Lprdy I will joy in tbo 


God of my salvation.** While faith is weak 
hope cannot be strong ; but when this prin- 
ciple is in vigorous exercise, hope of per- 
sonal interest in Christ must be the necessary 
result. 

But, 4thly. This exclamation implies holy 
joy, and humble triumph in the Redeemer. 
While Thomas waa ignorant of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, or would not believe this 
joyful truth, like the other disciples, he 
would mourn and weep. But now, when 
Christ afforded him the evidence of his^ 
resurrection which he demanded, now when 
I he had seen, handled, and beard him, and 
I was fully convinced of the reality of his 
' resurrection, his grief was not only removed, 
but gives place to joy and triumph ; and 
these feeliqgs are expressed in the exclama- 
tion before us, “ My Lord and my God!” 
The other disciples, we are informed, were 
glad when they saw the Lord after his re- 
surrection. And Thomas having now seen 
him, must have shaxed in their gladness, 
and which must have been enhanced by the 
depth and duration of his previous sorrow. 
The declaration of Christ unto his disciples 
prior to his death, would now be partially 
fulfilled : “ Now ye are sorrowful, but I 
will see you again ; and your hearts shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man shall take 
from you.** True faith in the Redeemer, 
or in the e^cacy of his, death and reality of 
his resurrection, is always ac(;oinpanied with 
holy joy, which must be proportioned to the 
strength of our belief. The life of a believer, 
therefore, is not a life of sorrow and sad- 
ness, of melancholy aud misery, for although 
he must constantly mourn over his sins, yet 
he will always rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
I thus be will realize the description which 
the Apostle gives of Christian experience, 
though sorrowful, yet always rejoicing. The 
1 Christian who cordially believes the great 
truths of the Gospel, connected with the 
resurrection of Christ, experiences a joy 
; and gladness of which the ungodly have no 
coBceptiom This joy is at once the Chris- 
tian’s duty and privilege; it is his duty, 
because he is enjoined 2 d ways to rejoice in 
the Lord ; and it is his privilege, because 
the God of hope fills him wHh all joy and 
tee in believing. The Christian rejoices 
the person and propitiation of Jesus 
Christ in his official character, in the rela- 
tions in which he st 2 mds to his people, in 
his resurrection as an evidence of the accept- 
ance of his sacrifice and as a proof and pledge 
of their own future blessed resurrection. 
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He rejoices in his love and wisdom, his 
fulness and grace, and in the power and 
authority with which he is invested as his 
Lord and leader. He rejoices in being 
delivered from dl his enemies, from sin, 
Satan, and a present world ; and he rejoices 
not only in maintaining communion with 
him in his ordinances upon earth, but in the 
animating prospect of his second glorious 
advent to perfect bis redemption, and to 
bestow upon him a crown of glory which 
shall never fade away. This joy, which every 
Christian in a greater or less degree must feel, 
is far superior to the noisy mirth of worldly 
or wicked men ; and it sometimes rises to 
ecstasy and transport, being a joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory — a joy which language 
cannot express, being an earnest of that 
fulness of joy which is at God’s right hand 
for evermore. This joy is rational, for it is 
not only suited to our rational natures, but 
a joy for which we can assign a suflBcient 
reason. It is a joy which invigorates the 
Christian's mind, and fits him for per- 
forming duties which otherwise would be 
impracticable, and sustaining trials which 
would be insupportable, for the joy of the 
Lord is the believer’s strength. It is a joy 
which is pure and unmixed, being free from 
every polluting ingredient; and it is a joy as 
permanent it ispure, for Christians always 
triumph in Christ Jesus. Amidst all the 
changes of this transitory world, this joy 
never entirely leaves the Christian; for, as 
the sun always shines during the day, though 
clouds may sometimes obscure his bright- 
ness, so though clouds of ignorance and 
unbelief may at times darken the Christian’s 
prospect, or diminish his joy, yet these are 
soon dispelled, and the Sun of Righteous- 
ness arises upon him with renovated splen- 
dour, illuminating his path of duty, and 
discovering to him the regions of a serene 
sky. Though the Christian’s joy may not 
be always lively, yet it always lives ; like the 
water from the rock, it follows him through 
the wilderness of this world, and shall ter- 
minate in eternal triumph in the celestial 
world ; for the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return and come to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads ; they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 

5thly. This exclamation implies admira- 
tion of our Lord’s condescension, and shame 
on account of his former incredulity. Our 
Saviour, while in this world, manifested the 


greatest kindness to his disciples, and he 
especially showed great conclescension to 
Thomas on his re&in^ to believe a fact 
upon the testimony of his brethren. As his 
unbelief was highly unreasonable, our Lord 
might have allowed him to remain under its 
influence, but he condescended to afford 
him the evidence which he required : “ Reach 
hither thy finger,” said he, “and behold 
my hands; and reach thither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my side, and be not faithless, 
but believing.” Thomas being now satisfied 
with what he saw and heard of our Saviour’s 
identity, and of the truth of his resurrection, 
exclaimed, in an ecstasy of holy admiration, 
“ My Lord and my God I I admire thy 
kindness in bearing with my infirmities, and 
I am ashamed and humbled at the recollec- 
tion of my previous unbelief.” If Christ 
has not only condescended, Christians, to 
give you historical evidence of the truth of 
his resurrection, but has also, by his Word 
and Spirit, manifested himself to you in a 
manner that he does not unto the world, 
and caused jrou to feel the power of his 
resurrection in raising you to newness and 
holiness of life ; we are confident you shall 
be filled with holy admiration of his conde- 
scending kindness, ashamed of your former 
unbelief and that you will express these 
feelings in the language of Thomas, “ our 
Lord and our God.” But if at any time 
you wish to live by sense, and not by faith, 
remember that your fidth must not rest upon 
sense or feeling, but upon the testimony of 
Christ in his Word. Though you have not 
seen Christ with your bodily eyes, yet 
believing in him, you will love him, and 
rejoice in him with a joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. 

6thly. This exclamation implies a deep 
sense of obligation to our risen Redeemer, 
subjection to his authority, and devotedness 
to his service. Accordingly, Thomas ad- 
dresses him as his Lord and God. Every 
Christian receives Christ in the whole extent 
of his mediatorial character, and while he 
listens to him as his instructor, and relies 
upon him as his atoning and interceding 
High Priest, he submits to him as his So* 
vereign, and obeys him as hb Lord. R& 
nouncing every other master who formerly 
had dominion over him, says, “ Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do, for I vrish to know 
ihy will, that I may constantly obey it.” 
My obligations to mv redeeming Lord are 
so great, that al^ough I may acknowledge 
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them, I am unable completely to dischar^ 
them. It is possible, indeed, to believe that 
Christ has bought tis by bis blood, and that 
we are his redeemed property, without feel- 
ing love unto him; and it is impossible to 
love him and not obey hw comraandmenlt : 
for this is the love of God tliat W'e keep his 
commandments, and his commands are not 
grievous to them that love him. The doc- 
trine of redemption through Jesus Christ, as 
taught in Scripture, and believed by true 
Christians, is so &ir from weakening moral 
obligation, that it tends greatly to strengthen 
and contirm it ; for to the obligations arising 
from creating goodness and providential 
care, it superadSi the powerful obligations 
resulting from rodeemiug grace. It teaches 
us that beirig bought with a price, even the 
precious hlood of Christ, we are indispen- 
sably bound to glorify him in our bodies 
and spirits, which are the Lord’s. Those, 
therefore, who deny redemption by the 
blood of Christ, and maintain that he came 
into this world solely with a view to teach 
u« the knowledge of divine truth, and to set 
a perfect pattern for our imitation, must 
admit that we are under the same obliga- 
tioiks to the Saviour as to the ancient pro- 
phets; for they also were sent to instruct us 
in the knowledge of truth and duty, and 
being holy men of God set us an example 
for our imitation ; and hence, we are in- 
formed in Scripture to take the prophets 
for an example of palicuec and submission 
to ihe will of God. But If we believe that 
ChrUthas done more for us than any pro- 
phet or apostle ever did or could do ; if we 
believe that he gave himself a ransom for 
us, and has redeemed us by his blood; then 
it is obvious, wc must be under the most 
powerful obligations to love and serve him. 
Has iic died for us, and shall we not live 
urtto him ? Is our life the purchase of his 
death, arid shall not these lives be spent in 
his service ? Has he saved us from wrath 
to come, and shall we not devote ourselves 
to his honour and glory in the world? Now 
Thomas expresses his sense of obltgation in 
the eicclamation be^e us, and it is a sense 
of obligation which every true Christian 
must feel and acknowledge, Christ has 
redeetned us from the curse of the law, not 
to release us from obligation to obey it sut a 
rule of life, but he hus detiversd us from it 
aa a law threatonsng death upon every invnS' 
g^esiiion, that we may obey it as a rule of 
f^teousness In th# hand of <m Mlsdiator; 


for Christians are not without law unto God, 
but under the law to Christ. The truth is, 
that until we are reconciled unto God 
through faith in the blood of atonement, we 
must continue enemies to God, and as such 
must be incapable of loving and serving 
him. But when we are brought nigh unto 
God through the death of his Son ; when 
his love is shed atbroad in our hearts, and 
his law written upon them, we are prepared 
to acknowledge our obligations to redeera- 
ing grace, and disposed, nay, constrained 
by the love of Christ no longer to live unto 
ourselves, but unto Him who died for us 
and rose again. Do we then make void the 
law through grace? God forbid; yea, we 
establish the law. The law is magnified 
and made honourable by the perfect obe- 
dience and atoning death of Christ in the 
room of his people, and they are brought 
under new and additional obligations to 
obey it as a rule of righteousness to the 
glory of God, the honour of the Redeemer, 
to their own peace and comfort, and the 
edification of others around them. 

But, lastly, this exclamation implies an 
honest and open profession of faith in Christ, 
and attachment to him as his redeeming 
Lord. While Thomas doubted the truth 
of our Lord’s Tesurrection. and w'ould not 
believe it upon the testimony of his bre- 
thren, he made no profession of faith in 
Christ, and, in doing so, he acted consistently 
with his views and feelings. But having 
obtained the satisfaction he desired, and 
being convinced of the truth of our Saviour’s 
resurrection, he makes a public avowal of 
his faith in him and love to him as his Lord. 
He wes neither ashamed nor afraid to make 
this profession ; he regarded it as his duty 
and honour, and as what he owed to his 
Saviour, to his fellow-disciples, and to the 
world at large. It is also incumbent upon 
every Christian who believes in Christ and 
the great truths of the Gospel, to make a 
similar deciaration, and to confess him be- 
fore men. The time has been when such 
an open profession would expose Christians 
to reproach and persecution ; but in the 
present period, ana m the pllace of our resi- 
dence, nothing of this kind is to be appre- 
hended. On the contrary, a profession of 
feith in Christ, and the truths of his reli- 
gion, is still held respectable by all whose 
esteem is derimble ; and yet there are many 
who csdl thetuselves Christians, or wish to 
ht rejprdcti as such by others, Who, from 
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timidity or some oilier csmtes, refrain from 
making a public arowal of their faith in 
Christ and attachment to him, by eomme- 
morating his death at the table of tlie Lord, 
Every true Christian, however, who believes 
in Christ, and loves him with supreme affec- 
tion, will be ready upon every proper occa- 
sion, to come forward and declare his belief 
ill him and dependence upon him. He will 
not be neutral in the cause of Christianity, 
especially when he recollects the declaration 
of Christ, that whosoever shall be ashamed 
of him and his words in this sinful generar- 
tion, of him also will he be ashamed when 
he comes in his own glory, in the glory of 
liis Father, and with all the holy angels. 
If his enemies arc so bold as openly to 
avow their infidelity and hostility to the 
Gospel, shall the friends of Jer^us be so fear- 
ful as not to profess their fiuth in him, and 
their attachment to the truths and the iusti- 
tutions of his religion ? With the heart we 
must believe unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth make confession unto salvation. 
We do not recommend a hollow and hypo- 
critical profession of faith in Christ, or a 
formal attendance upon religious ordi- 
nances, to save appearances and maintain 
a decent character in the world. We only 
affirm, that all who embrace the Gospel from 
conviction, who believe in the atoning death 
of Christ, and trust in him for salvation, 
should make a public profession of this faith, 
and avouch the Lord to be their God. Re- 
ligion is no doubt a personal thing; but 
when this principle exists in the heart, it 
must appear in the conduct, and lead us to 
obey all the commandments of Christ, and 
especially his last and dying command, 
•* Do ye this in remembrance of me.” We 
find in the Gospel that some of the chief 
rulers believed on Christ, but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess him, lest 
they should be put out of the synagogue ; 
for they loved the praise of men more than 
the praise of God, Now, was this written 
for our imitation or our admonition ? For 
our warning undoubtedly it wms recorded, 
that w’e might guard against that timidity 
and love of honour which seduced iSicm 
from the plain path of duty. Let us ^ot, 
therefore, follow' their example, or prefer the 
honour that cometh from man to the honour 
that cometh from God ; but let us hold fast 
the confession of our faith w ithout waver- 
ing, for he is faithful who hath promised. 
This open profession of our faith and avowed 


attachment to our risen and exalted Re 
deomer, must be pleasing unto him, honour- 
able to ourselves, and edifying unto others. 
By thus confessing him before men, w e may 
humbly hope, that according to his own 
assurance, he w ill also confess us before his 
Father, and welcome us into the mansions 
of lieaveidy glory, saying, “ Come ye blessed 
of my Father, iuherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.” 

In conclusion, from what has been ad- 
vanced, you may perceive that tbe-doctrines 
of the Gospel, when crrdially eiAbraced, 
must have a powerful and purifying influ- 
ence upon our temper and conduct. ^ If wo 
doubt or deny any of those essential princi- 
ples, it must mar our comfort, retard our 
spiritual progress, and endanger our eternal 
happiness. None of (he doctrines of Chris- 
tianity ai‘o speculative jioints, taught merely 
to exercise our intellectual faculties, but 
they are holy doc'rines, doctrines according 
to godlinesB, and when known and believed, 
never fail to sanctify the heart and regulate 
the conduct. Our Christian duties are 
founded upon gospel doctrines, and natur- 
ally grow out of them ; and, therefore, un- 
less these doctrines arc know n and embraced, 
our duties as Christians cannot be properly 
performed, because w e cannot feel the mo- 
tives w hich ought to excite us to their per- 
formance. Thus if wc reject the doctrines 
of our Lord’s divinity and atonement ; if 
we maintain that he is a mere man, and died 
only to set us an exarapU* of patience and 
submission to the will of God, the whole 
doctrine of the cross w ill become powerless 
and inefficient. But if w e cordially believe 
that he is a divine person, that he died for 
our offences, and rose again for our justifi- 
cation, the astonishing love which our Sa- 
viour has thus manifested towards us must 
constrain us no longer to live unto ourselves, 
but unto Him who died for us and rose 
again. 

From what has been stated, in illustrating 
this subject, you may be led to inquire as 
individuals into your views, sentiments, and 
feelings, in reference to Jesus Christ, and i 
you can in truth adopt the language of 
Thomas, and say unto him, “ My Lord and 
my God.” Are you fully convinced of the 
truth of our Lord’s resurrection, and have 
you felt the power of his resurrection rais- 
ing you to newness and holiness of lifer 
Being risen with him, are you setting your 
affections oa things that are above, not on 
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Aingi on the earth? Are you fully satis- 
fied as to the truth of our Lord’s essential 
dignity and supreme divinity, and do you 
believe on the testimony of God, that he is 
his only begotten and well-beloved Son in 
whom he is well pleased ? Have you re- 
ceived him by faitn as set before you in the 
Gospel, and have you an humble hope of 
personal interest in him, and can you call 
nim your Lord and your God ? Do you 
rejoice in him as your Saviour and your 
Sovereign, and triumph in him as the God 
of your salvation? Do you glory in his 
cross and crown, and regard him as your all 
and in all ? Do you feel a deep sense of 
obligation to him, and considering your- 
selves as his purchased property, do you 
glorify him in your bodies and spirits which 
are his ? Are you not ashamed of him and 
of his words before a wicked and ungodly 
world, but ready upon every proper occa- 
sion, to profess your faith in him and his 
doctrines, to wait upon his ordinances, and 
maintain the honour of his law ? If this is 
your real character, you have ground to 
conclude that you are possessed of the spirit 
which animated the Apostle when he ut- 
tered the exclamation of our text, that you^ 
are the genuine disciples of Christ, and in- 
terested in the privileges which belong to 


his people. See also from this subject, the 
unreasonableness of those who, with Thomas, 
demand sensible evidence of the truth of our 
Lord’s resurrection, and will not receive it 
as . a fact, though supj^rted by sufficient 
credible testimony. They believe other 
facts upon the testimony of those who wit- 
nessed them; but they refuse to believe 
ihiz fact upon the testimony of hundreds 
who witnessed it, and many of whom sealed 
their testimony with their blood. Though 
our Lord condescended to give unto his 
doubting Apostle the sensible evidence of 
his resurrection which he required, yet he 
reprehends him for his incredulity, and de- 
clared, (verse 19) “ Thomas, because thou 
haist seen me, thou hast believed : blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed.” The truth of our Lord’s resur- 
rection does not admit of demonstrative 
evidence, but the proof whioh is afforded us 
is quite sufficient to satisfy every candid 
inquirer ; and, therefore, he will not indulge 
any sceptic in his unreasonable demands, 
but having given us satisfactory evidence 
of the truth, if we do not receive it, and 
believe in Christ as the true Messiah, who 
was declared to be the Son of God by his 
resurrection from the dead, we shall die in 
our sins. 
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‘ And David said, Solomon my son is young and thnder, and the house that is to he 
baildcdfor the Lord must he exceeding magnijical, of fame and of glory throughout 
all countries'' — I Chbon, xxii. 5. 


David had been a man of war from his 
youth, and it did not please the Most High 
God that he should be permitted to rear the 
temple at Jerusalem. His son Solomon, as 
the name imports, w as a man of peace, and 
in r ' 

fabric reared and beautified. To David, 
nevertheless, belonged the important work 
of preparing the stones for the building, and 
of making all the necessary arrangements 
for the great and holy enterprise. On his 
son devolved the more direct business of the 
building; and to him, as being “ young and 
tender,’' his venerable father commits the 
honoured charge. It was one of his most 
precious legacies ; and the name of Solo- 
mon is celebrated in the annals of every 
age and of every land, as the builder of the 
“ Lord’s house w hich w^as at Jerusalem.” 

The infirmities of age do not excuse from 
public services ; and yet they may be an 
apology for not engaging in those depart- 
ments of duty which require peculiar alert- 
ness and activity. Aged members of the 
Church, the“ Bar^illai8”and the“ Mnasons,” 
of venerable discipleship, may well be ex- 
cused from descending into the arena of 
combat ; w hile they may help the cause by 
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their experience, their examples, and their 
prayers. It is a favourable sign when these 
aged ministers and members can look round 
on the fields of Zion, and see them occupied 
by a goodly band of warm-hearted and pious 
young persons, ready to rally round the 
cause of God, and to consecrate their talents 
at his altars. The standard which their 
feeble arms can no longer bear, they may 
resign with cheerful confidence, when they 
are assured that it shall be taken up and 
waved aloft by the vigorous grasp of their 
devoted sons. 

I, That the present is a crisis in the his- 
tory of our Church, must be admitted by 
every calm observer of the times. When 
attempts are perse veringly made to sap her 
foundations as a national institute ; when 
the duty of kings and of the pow ers of this 
world to serve the God of heaven is openly 
denied ; when a complete disruption be- 
twixt the Church and the State is pertina- 
ciously aimed at; and when men of all 
religions and of none are congregating to- 
gether in one cause, is there not here some- 
thing new, extraordinary, and ominous— 
something, in short, that marks an era of 
eventful magnitude ? In other days w^e had 
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to struggle with the demon of persecution, 
and the 6delity of professors was put to a 
iiery trial. But in those days the line of 
demarcation was clearly drawn betwixt 
the conscientious adherents of evangelical 
truth and its open foes. Now it is grievous 
to think that so many of the avowed friends 
of the Redeemer’s cause, amongst what are 
♦called evangelical dissenters, have separated 
from the friends of the same cause within 
the pale of the Church establishment, and 
joined the ranks of those with whom they 
have nothing in common save a reckless 
hatred to national religion. I am aware, 
that ever since the period of the Reforma- 
tion, there have been individuals, and per- 
haps religious bodies also, who have opposed 
on principle the idea of a national religious 
institute. But it is a fact of no small mo- 
ment, that even they did not contend for a 
t otal separation of the duties of men in their 
personal and in their official characters. It 
iielongs to the present day to witness such 
a separation contended for, as essential to 
the existence and progress of genuine reli- 
gion. The non-conformingancestors of the 
j)rGsent English dissenters would have most 
thankfully sat down under the broad shade 
of the establishment, had her terms of com- 
munion been a little more liberal ; and the 
fathers of the secession in Scotland never 
dreamt of contending against the Scottish 
establishment as such. Perhaps we are not 
to be surprised, that men who have been 
long excluded from her benefits should at 
length conic to look with jealousy and with 
hatred on the system which thus interposes 
a barrier in their way. Perhafis, too, the 
su])posed reserve of the establishment and its 
friends may have had some influence in 
widening the separation. When we take 
into view also the political movements of 
Europe during the last fifty years, and the 
struggle for political privileges which w^as so 
long kept up in our own land, and has at 
length terminated in the attainment of those 
privileges, we need not wonder, however 
we may grieve, at the present aspect of 
tilings. I'he elements of a great movement 
had been long in the process of fermenta- 
tion. Careful observers of the times had 
marked and anticipated a coming storm. 

Unquestionably it is the irreligious aspect 
ot the anti-establishment movement that 
tbrms the most revolting feature in the pre- 
sent crisis. The advocate of establishments 
qipeals to principles of high and heavenly 
original ; he is met by npjk'uls to some of 


the very worst passions of our nature. The 
objections to establishments lie on the sur- 
face, and they carry a certain air of plausi- 
bility along with them. The arguments in 
their favour are mainly derived from senti- 
ments with which corrupt human nature 
will not accord. “ Religion is a matter of 
conscience, and conscience must be free. 
Let every man choose his religious creed, 
and profess it as he sees meet. Why should 
my conscience be burdened for another 
man’s creed *? All religions have something 
to say for themselves ; and how are the 
kings and great ones of the earth to find out 
what is the truth? Nations as such have 
nothing to do save with man’s physical 
wants. Let them attend to these, and leave 
the cause of God to defend itself.” ‘ Such are 
the reasonings of anti-establishment men ; 
and we say of them all that they are essen- 
tially infidel and irreligious. In reply to 
them, we make an appeal to the divinity of 
the Scriptures — the identity of the true reli- 
gion under both dispensations — the sove- 
reignty of God over the kingdoms of men — 
the headship of Christ over all — the moral 
character and responsibility of nations — and 
tlic prophetic descriptions of the millennial 
age. In the statement and application of 
these principles we find a most triumphant 
refutation of the anti-establishment scheme. 
But these are principles with which corrupt 
human nature has little in common ; and 
Iience it is, that in an age like the present, 
the number who will cordially enter into 
them is necessarily small. Political specula- 
tions and theories have eaten out the vitals of 
piety, and many who are nominally church- 
men desert their professed principles at the 
bidding of the god of this world. The 
enemies of the Church know this full well, 
and they have sagacity to take advantage 
of it. The policy of the scheme is beyond 
question ; its cliristianity is quite a different 
matter. 

The present aspect of things would not 
be so portentous could we think that infi- 
delity and fiopcry were advancing, solely 
because anti-establishment men had paid 
court to them. This, however, is by no 
means the case. Lamentable, indeed, is it 
to think that professors of godliness should 
in any circumstances make common cause 
with its insidious and determined foes ; anf 
yet a melancholy delusion of this kind we 
might expect by its grossness to destroy it- 
self. The painful truth we cannot disguise ; 
that, independently of the present contro- 
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versy, infidel and anti-christian principles 
have been making, and are even now making 
tearful ravages on all that is valuable in the 
civil and religious interests of this country. 
Blasphemous publications of all kinds and 
at all prices are circulated among the people 
with restless avidity. The periodical press 
is, with a few bright exceptions, the vehi- 
cle of sceptical or latitudinarian principles. 
Tiie literature of the country is polluted at 
the fountain-head. Popery has allied itself 
with infidelity, and radicalism has fostered 
both. All this sad array of hostile forces 
is independent of the present controversy, 
but it exerts upon it a very important influ- 
ence. Whatever endangers the stability of 
religion itself, must by the same process 
endanger the existence of those churches 
which are the accredited representatives of 
religion, and the agents in its promulgation. 
They are no true friends of an establish- 
ment who look on it as a political device to 
keep the people in awe. The true design 
of an establishment is to diffuse the know- 
ledge of religious truth most effectually 
through the laud, and to provide as exten- 
sively as possible the means of social wor- 
ship ; and, just in proportion as it secures 
these great ends, will it carry along with it 
the best wishes of the good, and the execra- 
tions of the bad. Applying such a test as 
this to the Church of Scotland, we bring 
out a creditable result. Unprejudiced men 
who love the truth, and desire its advance- 
ment, would contemj)late the overthrow of 
that church as a great national catastrophe. 
Infidels who “ hate the light, and love dark- 
ness,” desiderate its overthrow as the re- 
moval of a great stumbling-block in their 
way, A nation honouring Christ! a public 
standard for God and his glory lifted up 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
land ! infidels cannot endure it. Individual 
testimonies they may succeed in putting to 
silence ; but the national voice speaking 
clear and strong in favour of evangelical 
truth, is a witness whose verdict they can- 
not evade. 

Our views of the present crisis are not 
complete or correct, so long as we do not 
take under our notice the conduct of the 
defenders of the Church, as well as that of 
its opposers. Never was there a time when 
the friends of the Church summoned such 
an array of talent, of learning, of zeal, and 
of perseverance, into the field of combat. 
“ This is the doing of the Lord and it 
affords a fair ground of inference that he 


does not intend to cast away that Church, 
around which he has thrown such bulwarks. 
If I entertain any fears at all, they arise 
out of two considerations, the grounds and 
reasons of which may God in great mercy 
speedily remove ! The one is, that the 
reformation of the Church has notyetoccu- 
jued that prominent place in public view 
which has been assigned, and justly, to her 
defence and her enlargement. The second 
is, that 1 do not yet see any clearly defined 
symptoms of what may be termed, “a re- 
vival of the work of 'the Lord.” Much 
external machinery is set, or is setting 
in motion ; but where are our acts of deep 
humiliation ? our earnest wrestlings wiib 
God ? our pointed testimonies against sin ? 
our growing strictness in lamily duties ? our 
impartiality and purity of discipline ? oiir 
burning zeal for the public interests of the 
Church all over the world ? I notice the!:(? 
things not to damp, hut to quicken zeal. A 
right estimate of the crisis of events embraces 
friends as well as foes. It marks the shadc.s 
as well as the brighter lines. It “ tries the 
spirits.” And he is an Utopian visionary 
who sees on the one side nothing but Arca- 
dian fields, on which there beams a perpe- 
tual sunshine; and on the other nothing save 
images of terror, and the haunts of desola- 
tion and of death. 

II. The present crisis calls for peculiar 
duties from all the members and friends of the 
Church; but my present business is witli 
young men. And 1 rejoice in thinking that 
they have happily anticipated me in the ])rae- 
tical application of the primary duty which 
the present aspect of things points out. They 
have resolved to take a serious and devo- 
tional view of the whole theme, aiid to look 
upon it through another medium than that 
of cold and cheerless speculation. The 
“ Sabbath Association,” whose members I 
now address^j is not a society for dei^ate or 
for controversy ; it has for its object the 
culture of the affections, the exercises of the 
heart. Controversy is, indeed, in present 
circumstances, unavoidable ; and in every 
age truth has had to fight its way against 
ojiponents. We speak not one word, there- 
fore, against controversy when proper! v 
conducted, and when directed to the defenct; 
ot truth. But we contend for piety as the 
guide, the directory, the controlling and 
presiding principle in all debates which have 
religion for their subject, and the glory of 
God for their end. No good symptom is 
it in a society professedly Christian, when its 
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members descend to the arena in another 
spirit than that of the great master whom 
they wish to serve. No good feature would 
it be in your Association were its members 
leagued to defend the Church as a human 
institution merely, and were their meetings 
and their exercises designed only to exhibit 
specimens of courage in attack, and pugna- 
citv in defence. No ; young men are the 
rising hopes of the Church, and on them 
depends the character of the coming age. 
Their affections, naturally warm, must be 
engaged on the things of the Spirit. Their 
hearts, naturally impi‘es§ihle, must be touched 
as with “ a live coal from the altar.” Their 
powers, sharpened it may be for contest, 
must be tempered by the holy influences of 
grace. A devotional spirit must spread its 
hallowed influence around them ; and they 
must recommend the cause by godliness 
in temper as well as in principle. “ Let us 
take heed,” says one of the fathers of the 
Church, lest, in defending the doctrine of 
the Trinity, we offend the Trinity them- 
selves.” You are associated together, my 
young friends, for purposes of prayer and 
Christian activity. The object is praise- 
worthy ; rnajy it be prosecuted in a corre- 
sponding spirit ! Happy will that church 
be whose young members, numerous as the 
dew of the morning, thus “ bind their sacri- 
fices with cords to the horns of Jehovah’s 
altar.” 

A second duty is, to study with diligence 
the points at issue. Ignorance on such a 
subject is not creditable, and more especially 
when the means of information arc so amply 
supplied. In volumes and in tracts, in 
magazines and in periodicals of all kinds, 
in [)ublic lectures and in society meetings, 
information the most extensive and valuable 
has been furnished; and young men may 
improve their understandings, and widen 
the circle of their ideas, by availing them- 
selves of the treasures thus supplied. The 
members of voluntary churches are inde- 
fatigable in their efforts to give and to re- 
ceive information that may tell against the 
Church, And why should the members of 
that church which is thus assailed be indo- 
lent and supine ? Whence is it that apathy 
has seized on them as its victims ? Our 
Church had enjoyed a lengthened repose, 
and her sons had slumbered secure beneath 
the broad shade of national faith. Theyfelt 
no alarm, and no man had an interest in 
disturbing their repose. The scene has 
changed. A crisis has arrived, a keen con- 


test has arisen, and the question in debate 
is. Shall the Church of our fathers be pre- 
served in her immunities and in her rights? 
or shall she be thrown aside as a rotten 
branch ? A question of no mean magnitude, 
and every one is interested in its right solu- 
tion. I know' not a more hopeful sign of a 
church than when her young members bring 
their minds with moral courage to the sub- 
ject, and by diligent reading and inquiry fit 
themselves for becoming not “ expert de- 
baters,” but calm and well-informed defend- 
ers of the bulwarks of Zion. 

In prosecuting such inquiries, you will 
find it of vast use to keep in mind the main 
question. We are not at issue with vo- 
luntaries on voluntaryism itself. Every 
church must in its primary element be vo- 
luntary, just as every government and every 
society hitherto known among men must be 
voluntary. The question is not. Shall men 
be at liberty to patronise religion ? It ra- 
ther is, Shall men in official stations, and 
wiiose patronage is on that very account all 
the more valuable, be deprived of that 
liberty ? The question is not. Shall men 
individually, and in their private walks, 
countenance the cause of God? It rather 
is. Shall men, when associated together in 
communities and states, be released from all 
such obligation ? The point at issue then 
is simply this — the national recognition of 
God, or the national rejection of him ! 
Voluntaryism jdeads, that all religions are 
alike in the eye of magistracy, and that he 
is the best legislator and ruler wffio can look 
upon them all with the most perfect indiffer- 
ence ! Voluntaryism says, kingdoms as 
such have nothing to do wdth God. God 
himself comes forth from his inaccessible 
glory^ and proclaims, “ The nation and king- 
dom that will not serve me shall perish!” 
Keep steadily in your eye the direct ten- 
dency of the reasonings of the Voluntaries 
to release nations as such from all connex- 
ion with Him who gave them their being, 
and by wdiom alone “ kings reign.” Let 
all the religious establishments of Europe 
be levelled in the dust, and what will be the 
position of the kingdoms of Europe ? Chris- 
tianity will be blotted from their statute 
books, and infidelity and atheism will be 
dominant. 

A third duty which I would recommend 
is, to make yourselves well acquainted with 
the history and the doctrines of the Church 
of Scotland. If ignorance on the establish- 
ment controversy is not creditable, igno- 
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hince on the history and doctrines of the 
Church itself is more discreditable still. 
Her members have no cause to be ashamed 
either of the one or of the other. If you 
look back upon her history, you behold her 
emerg’ing from amid the darkness of popery 
into the clear sunshine of evangelical truth ; 
maintaining a noble contest with the arts of 
court intrigue and a w^orldly hierarchy ; bid- 
ding away from her a corrupt scheme of 
ecclesiastical polity, and taking her stand 
on the broad vantage ground of scriptural 
truth ; entering the furnace of persecution 
with calm dignity, and “ walking in it” 
under the guidance of her glorious Head ; 
triumphing over popery and arbitrary pow'er 
at the era of the glorious Revolution, and 
establishing herself anew in the hearts and 
affections of the great majority of the na- 
tion. You behold her glory obscured first 
by courtly devices, and soon thereafter by 
the reimposition of that yoke w hich neither 
we nor our fathers have been able to bear. 
You mark the rise and progress and results of 
secessions from her pale ; and the melan- 
choly blight which for more than half a cen- 
tury settled upon her fairest fields. You 
see her again rousing herself to action, 
awakening to the claims of pure doctrine 
and evangelical freedom ; infusing a greater 
energy into her pastoral ministrations, and 
widening her domains on the right hand 
and on the left. If you look to her doctrine 
as embodied in her standards, you find it to be 
the same which has been incorporated into 
all the confessions of Protestant Europe. 
It embraces the scheme of grace in all its 
vast extent and relative connexions ; the 
lost state of man, in consequence of the 
fall ; the recovery of man by the interposi- 
tion, incarnation, sufferings and death of the 
second person of the ever blessed Trinity ; 
justification and free acceptance through the 
blood and righteousness of the Redeemer, 
and by the instrumentality of faith ; sancti- 
fication through the gracious influence of 
the Holy Spirit ; and the necessity of holi- 
ness not as the ground of hope, but as the 
means of preparation for the heavenly bliss. 
These great cardinal principles are held 
forth prominently in the Confession of 
Faith and Catechisms of our Church ; and 
it is matter of joy, that in adherence to these, 
as articles of belief, the great body of Dis- 
senters from the Church do cordially con- 
cur with us. Is it your desire, then, young 
men, to follow out most successfully the 
purposes of your union ? Then remember 


your owm public declarations on this subject 
as incorporated in your “ regulations,” and 
be not satisfied with their verbal recognition 
as scriptural principles. Study them w'ell — 
in their evidences, as exhibited in the 
Scriptures; in their connexion with the 
one great system in which they all com- 
bine; in their practical bearings on the 
hearts and consciences of human beings ; 
and in their historical development in the 
civil and religious annals of our land. I 
have little confidence in that attachment to 
the Church of Scotland w hich is founded in 
any thing short of a real love to her doc- 
trine, her discipline, her government ; and 
those show little of that love who do not 
ponder her history, and trace the dealings 
of God with her children. Let your mem- 
bers be familiar with the lives of Knox and 
Melville, and with the histories of Stevenson, 
and Calderw'ood, and Wodrow\ Above all, 
study the doctrines of our Church, in con- 
nexion with their “ proofs” from the oracles 
of God. “ Hold fast the form of sound 
words and, in an age of novelty in opinion, 
“ ask for the old paths.” Avoid the love 
of speculation on religious doctrine. Take 
practical views of the truth ; and never for- 
got that the doctrines of grace, as incor- 
porated in our Confession, are doctrines 
according to godliness.” 

h faurtli duty I w'ould inculcate on young 
men in the present crisis of the Church is, 
holy and humble activity. By activity, I 
mean the putting forth your energies in the 
way most likely to bo useful to promote the 
great end of every church, whether esta- 
blishpd or voluntary — the glory of God and 
the spiritual good of men. That activity is 
“ holy,” when it is prompted and controlled 
by holy motives, and by a righteous and 
truly Christian spirit. It is “ humble,” when 
it guards against all unnecessary and osten- 
tatious display, and seeks just to do good 
and nothing more. There are various modes 
in which this holy and humble activity of 
young men may be displayed. It may 
diffuse information on religion in gene- 
ral, and on the Church in particular, by 
means of books, and magazines, and tracts. 
It may conduct, or assist in conducting 
Sabbath schools for the religious instruction 
of the young. It may visit the fatherless 
and the wddows in their affliction,” and be 
the almoner of Christian bounty, and the 
affectionate soother of imbecile and indigent 
age. It may seek out the haunts of ne- 
glected children, and, by means of infant 
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and juvenile schools, bring them within the 
range of useful and Christian instruction. 
It may even form district associations for 
the erection of churches. It may distribute 
the lively oracles of the living God among 
the families of the destitute. In a word, 
there is an ingenuity in devising useful 
plans, and a promptness in executing them, 
whicli well become the rising hopes of our 
Church. Let that ingenuity be directed 
by the wisdom and experience of those w ho 
may be older than yourselves ; and let that 
promptness in execution be tempered with 
t!io caution and prudence which Chris- 
tian discretion will ever command. Eye 
the glory of God in all your aims. Ask 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit of God in 
all your proceedings ; and be true to your- 
!selvt?s in the principles you have thus laid 
down in your primary manifesto : “ No 
man who reads the history of this age by 
the light of the lamp of the sanctuary can 
fail to observe, that irreligion and unright- 
eousness, by poisoning the streams of truth, 
and inducing a growing disregard for things 
spiritual and divine, are paving the way for 
deserved and threatened judgments ; and, 
therefore, it becomes the duty of every 
Christian patriot not only to exemplify his 
personal decision of character and holiness 
of principle, but also in imitation of the 
saints of other days, and in accordance w'itli 
the Spirit of sacred command, to arouse his 
fellow-disciples from spiritual apathy, and 
engage with tiicm in supplicating the avert- 
ing of wrath, and in imploring the outpour- 
ings of the Spirit of grace. Conscious that 
it is the effectual operation of that Spirit 
alone that can prostrate tlie pride of Satan’s 
dominion, and make this world effulgent 
with the beauties of vital godliness ; and 
conscious that that regenerating inlluence 
shall be granted in answer to united, fer- 
vent, persevering prayer, our great aim is, 
to take up the language of Isaiah, to cry 
aloud and spare not : “ Aw'ake, awake, put 
on strength, O arm of the Lord ; aw'ake as 
in the ancient days, in the generations of 
old.” 

1 w'ould notice, in the fifth and last place, 
the infinite importance of consistency of 
character. On the steadiness of your walk 
})efore the world and before the Church, the 
success of your efforts will mainly depend. 
One of your primary regulations is, to 
watch over one another, and not to “ suffer 
sin” on any that may be called a brother. 
This is as it should bo ; but remember that 


there may very possibly exist a spirit of 
censorship, while there is little of the spirit 
of self-jealousy. They who profess to be 
the guardians of each other w^ould require 
to be peculiarly guarded in their own tem- 
pers and habits. In the houses of your 
parents, let nothing interfere to prevent the 
due discharge of domestic duties. Let 
father and mother be the objects of affec- 
tionate and dutiful regard. Let- brothers 
and sisters dw^ell together in unity. Never 
let it be said, that the calls of tlie Church 
from w'ithout are allowed to interfere with 
the calls of the family from within. In your 
social meetings for conference and for prayer 
in the mornings of Sabbath, let not their 
avocations trench upon the time sacred to 
the worship of the family and of the sanc- 
tuary ; and, in your week evening meetings, 
let your twelfth regulation be rigidly ad- 
hered to, that they “ must ever be dismissed 
by ten o’clock.” “ Let not your good be 
evil spoken of.” “ Young men we w'ould 
exhort to be sober-minded.” Let no talents, 
howmver splendid ; let no information, how- 
ever extensive and accurate ; let no zeal for 
the Church, however flaming ; let no powers 
of argument or of eloquence, however im- 
posing, be hold as substitutes for solid piety 
and strict temperance. Be very regular 
and devout in your attendance on the ordi- 
nances of the sanctuary ; and be ever ready 
to strengthen the hands of your ministers 
by every effort in your power. To you, as 
the rising hopes of the Church, we look 
with fond anticipation as the probable suc- 
cessors of more aged w'orkmen who must 
speedily leave this earthly scene, and rest 
from their labours. Disappoint not our 
hopes. Be vigilant in resisting the wiles of 
an evil world. Let no ungodly companion- 
ship mislead you from the right path. In 
the prospect of settling in the w'orld, and of 
becoming masters of houses that you can 
call your own, resolve that wherever 
may have a tent, God shall have an altar. 
Let a becoming modesty, a humble diffi- 
dence, ever characterize you. The credit 
not of “ your own company” alone, but of 
the Church and of the Gospel, does in some 
sort hang suspended on you. Would to 
God I could address all the youthful auxili- 
aries of our cause in the language of the 
venerable disciple whom Jesus loved : “ I 
have written unto you, young men, because 
ye are strong, and the word of God abideth 
in you, and ye have overcome the wicked 
one.” 
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In conclusion, I would remark, that an 
enlarged, and liberal, and truly catholic 
spirit well becomes the youthful champions 
of our Zion, Decision of principle, as mem- 
bers of the Established Church, does not 
prevent the culture of a kindly and Christian 
spirit towards those who are of different 
sentiments from you on the subject of esta- 
blishments. The violent antipathy which 
so many have shown to our Church does, 
indeed, warrant our doing our duty just in 
our own way ; but it does not warrant the 
sanguinary denunciations of party malignity. 
We can afford to be generous. We can 
respect the rights of conscience in others, 
while we vindicate our own. We are not 
warranted to unchristianize every one who 
does not think with us ; nor are we entitled 


to unchurch every society over which the 
banner of national favour does not wave. 
Far from you be that proud and overbear- 
ing churchmanship, which has no tears to 
shed over a dying world, and no sympathies 
in common with the great missionary enter- 
prise. The house that is to be builded 
for the Lord must be exceeding magnifical, 
of fame and of glory throughout all coun- 
tries;’* and her builders must be men of 
enlarged and truly catholic views. Enter- 
taining these views, they will exult in the 
opening glories of the millennial age ; while, 
looking round on the varied sections of the 
Christian world, they will give utterance to 
the benevolent prayer, “ Grace be with all 
them that love our Lord Jesus in sincerity. 
Amen !” 


THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT; 

A SERMON, 

By the Rev. NATHANIEL MORREN, A.M., 

Minister of the North Parish, Greenock. 


“ Paul reasoned with them out of the Scriptures .^* — Acts xvii. 2. 
{Concluded from No. page 1184.) 


In a former discourse from this passage, 
we remarked, that it involves the assertion 
of the fundamental principle of Protestant- 
ism — the right of private judgment as to the 
meaning of the Word of God. And, in vin- 
dicating that principle at length, we showed 
that the opposite scheme followed by the 
adherents of Rome, namehp that of taking 
their views of Scripture from the Church is, 

I. Impracticable, because it is impossible, 
independently of the study of Scripture, to 
ascertain what the sentiments of the true 
Church are. 

II. Unnecessary, on account of the pro- 
vision which God has made in the acknow- 
ledged clearness of his written revelation, and 
the promised influences of his Holy Spirit to 


every humble, prayerful inquirer. In re- 
ference to the latter point, it may by some 
be alleged, that the operation of the Spirit 
of God upon the human soul is an inter- 
ference with the free exercise of reasoj), 
similar to that of which we complain iji the 
Church of Rome. But a moment’s reflec- 
tion may convince us that the two cases are 
not parallel. The influence of the Holy 
Spirit, though it operates mysteriously and 
iu ways unknown to us, does not in the 
least coerce the powers of tlie soul ; it 
merely enlightens, strengthei^s, directs them, 
so as to secure our rational and cordial con- 
viction. But the pretended authority of the 
Church of Rome does coerce reason as if 
by brute force, and would compel the mind 


• Since the appearance of the first part of this sermon, the substance of the whole ar^mer 
as been given by the author in the Appendix to his lately published work, entitled, *^J3iblict 
Theology, &c. ; being an attempt to exhibit, in continuous and systematic connexion, the critici 
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to receive what she calls the true meaning 
of Scripture ; not by encouraging us to ex- 
amine for ourselves, that we may come to 
the same conclusion by the same, or a simi- 
lar train of reasoning, but by commanding 
MS to believe, simply because she says it 
is so. 

III. The scheme of taking our sense of 
Scripture from any church, even the true 
Church, as it is impracticable and unneces- 
sary, so it is unscriptural. It is altogether 
without sanction from the Word of God. 
This will have partly appeared from what 
has been already said, but it deserves sepa- 
rate and serious consideration. The Romish 
Church, if she has any well-grounded claim 
to dictate authoritatively the meaning of 
Scripture, must be able to substantiate that 
claim out of Scripture itself ; and, accord- 
ingly, to Scripture she endeavours to appeal. 
But observe the inconsistency of which she 
is guilty in so doing ! The leading funda- 
mental principle with which she sets out is, 
that no private individual has either the right 
or the ability to interpret Scrij)ture. And 
yet when a Protestant demands her autho- 
rity for this usurpation of private right, 
she sends him to Scripture for it ; ay, and 
must allow him to exercise his own private 
judgment as to those passages of Scripture 
upon which she founds her claim. Is it not 
manifest, that in so acting, (and yet she can- 
not act otherwise,) she just gives up the 
point at issue, and tacitly admits, that, with 
regard to a large class of passages, some of 
them the most difficult to be found in the 
Bible, it is to private judgment and that 
alone that the interpretation must be left? 
Roman Catholics must of necessity admit 
the exercise of reason in all the complicated 
questions connected with the foundation of 
their system ; but as soon as you shall have 
got a certain length in the inquiry, your 
own judgment must be laid aside as no 
longer of any use ; as soon, for example, as 
you shall have had the sagacity to discover 
(what certainly does not appear at first 
sight) that, by the rock on which Christ’s 
Church is built, is meant the Pope of Rome ; 
or that a council of ignorant immoral bishops 
in the dark ages were infallible interpreters 
of Scripture : from that moment an extin- 
guisher is put upon your mental percep- 
tions ; the rational man disappears, and 
reason, ^pjudgment, conscience, are swal- 
lowed up and lost in the ocean of Romish 
infallibility. 

In truth, these opponents of the right of 


private judgment betray a palpable incon- 
sistency, in condescending to argue with us 
at all ; for, by so doing, they virtually give up 
the very point for which we contend ; more 
especially when they reason with us out of 
the Scriptures as to the meaning of those 
passages which they adduce, in order to 
disprove our right to reason out of the 
Scriptures at all. If I am allowed to inter- 
pret those parts of Scripture independently 
of any human authority, and if I can arrive 
at a true sense of the texts concerning in- 
fallibility without an infallible guide, wh}^ 
may I not as easily ascertain the sense of 
other texts as plain as these, without such 
an interpreter ? For, most assuredly, 
if the authority of the Romish Church be 
found in Scripture itself, it is not tiiere set 
forth in such legible characters as would 
make it obvious to common minds. Let us 
examine a few' of the passages that are 
commonly brought forward in proof of this 
power : — “ The church of the living God, 
the pillar and ground of truth.” “ The 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

My Spirit that is upon thee, and ray 
w'ords which I have put in thy mouth shall 
not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from hence- 
forth and for ever.” “ Lo, I am wdth you 
always, even to the consummation of all 
things.” “ The Holy Ghost shall abide 
with you for ever,” &c. Now', with regard 
to these and all such like passages, what do 
they really prove ? They certainly do show 
that God will always have a church upon 
the earth; that the persons w'ho shall 
constitute his true invisible church shall be 
taught by the Holy Ghost; that, in all 
essential doctrines of the common salvation, 
they shall be led into all truth ; but beyond 
this they prove nothing ; and he must be an 
ingenious sophist who can show that they 
refer to the clergy alone, and not the lay- 
members of the Church ; or that they give 
to the members of the true Church the 
right to dictate to their brethren who shall 
come after them regarding their faith, and 
to say, “ You shall not become Christians 
in the way in which we became Christians, 
namely, by inquiring and judging for your- 
selves, with the aid of God’s Spirit ; but 
ou shall thus believe, merely because we 
ave thus believed before you.” But it 
may, perhaps, be urged, is it not said in 
Scripture, “ Obey those who have the rule 
over you?” that is, according to the Romish 
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gloss, “ your pastors and prelates.*’ “ He 
that heareth you heareth me.” If this 
proves any thing to the purpose, it proves 
too much ; for it would go to show that a 
single bishop or priest has the infallibility of 
an apostle ; whereas the Chuch of Rome, 
in this country at least, denies the personal 
infallibility even of its visible head. And it 
will require other passages of Scripture (and 
here the Romanist completely fails) to 
prove, that though the individuals are falli- 
ble when taken separately, they are, never- 
theless, infallible as a whole. And it would, 
moreover, be necessary to point out how 
the Christian people are to get at this sup- 
posed infallibility, so as to make it available 
ibr their daily interpretation of Scripture. 
The universal body of pastors throughout 
the Church have never met, and it is almost 
impossible they ever can meet. Nay, all 
the bishops in Christendom have never met 
together ; and a representative infallibility 
of the dispersed Church is a mere fiction. 
But it is manifest, that some of the passages 
above quoted must be held to refer exclu- 
sively to the Apostles, wdio, as to theii' in- 
spiration, had no successors, either in indi- 
viduals or in bodies of men, the substance 
of their divine instructions having been 
lianded down to us in their writings ; while 
other passages quoted are seen to apply 
either to the respect due to the pastoral 
office, or to the exercise of church disci- 
pline. It is the latter that is obviously al- 
luded to in a well-known and oft-cited pas- 
sage, (which has no reference whatever to 
matters of faith, but relates solely to differ- 
ences between Christian brethren) : “ Tell 
thy complaint against thy brother to the 
church, and if he refuse to hear the church, 
let him be to thee as a heathen man or a 
publican” — i. c., let him be expelled from 
Christian communion. But it is evident, 
that the power here given to the office- 
bearers of the Church, to exclude incorrigi- 
ble offenders (without w'hich no society can 
exist), is a very different thing from a power 
to decide and dictate on matters of belief. 
Besides, the language clearly implies, that 
the tribunal, to which recourse is to be had 
under injury, is an accessible tribunal ; but 
the Church universal, where, according to 
the Catholic, infallibility is lodged, is not 
accessible ; — no man can tell his complaint 
to the Church universal, and consequently 
to it the passage in question cannot possibly 
apply. The same reasoning will be found 
to hold good, with respect to a passage fre- 


quently adduced on this subject, from tha 
Book of Deuteronomy, respecting the power 
vested in the priests and Levites, to give 
judgment in disputed cases. That was 
merely a court of appeal for the better ad- 
ministration of justice betw^een man and 
man ; it had nothing to do with principles 
of religious belief ; for, as to these, the only 
rule to every Jew was, “ to the law and to 
the testimony.” The Sanhedrim at no pe- 
riod laid claim to infallibility ; or, if it be 
said that they nevertheless possessed it, be 
it never forgotten, that it was their juag- 
ment that led to the crucifixion of the Lord 
of glory. 

But it has been asked. Is not a judge as 
necessary in determining religious contro- 
versies, as in civil and criminal affairs ? Let 
us follow out the illustration which this ques- 
j tion suggests. The acts of our legislature 
I are published without note or comment, in 
1 the vernacular language of the country, and 
whoever is able to procure them, either in 
whole or in part, is at liberty to possess 
them. There are no officers in our country 
w hose functions correspond with the assumed 
prerogatives of the Roman Catholic clergy, 

I as the authorized depositaries and infallible 
interpreters of the laws, in the first instance. 
Neither lawyers nor magistrates are recog- 
nised as sustaining that character. Every 
man is allowed to read the acts of Parlia- 
I ment, to judge of their meaning for him- 
I self, in the exercise of his own understand- 
' ing (using the aid of others if he chooses,) 

I and to act according to his views of their 
I import, being at the same time accountablt^ 

I to the ruling power for whatever conduct 
j he may pursue in consequence of the ex- 
I planation he attaches to them. Should he 
I err in theory and practice he is brought to 
trial ; when convicted, he pleads his con- 
struction of the law as warranting his deeds. 
The case is then, but not till then, referred 
to the judge, w'ho, acting in the name and on 
behalf of the sovereign, pronounces the inter- 
pretation erroneous, and the criminal must 
I abide the result of his mistake and consequent 
I misconduct. So it is in the moral govern- 
! ment of God. He has promulgated his law 
• in writing, and he wills that all his subjects 
I should possess it, and read it, in their own 
I tongue, promising his good Spirit as their 
guide. He has appointed ministers of reli- 
gion as helps to the understanding of this 
law' ; but as they are not infallible, taxen indi- 
I vidually, or collectively — as we are all per- 
: sonally responsible for our creed and con- 
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duct to Him that made us, it is at our peril 
that we refuse to take the statute-book of 
heaven into our own hands and examine it 
for ourselves. If, however, in the use of 
this right, and neglecting the directions and 
cautions the Bible itj^elf has given for its 
proper exercise, a person grossly misinter- 
prets tlie revealed will of God, and acts 
contrary to its discoveries, he must answer 
lor it at the tribunal of the only infallible 
Judge. The disciple of heresy and immo- 
rality may then refer to his interpretation of 
Scripture in vindication of his offence, and 
may plead the opinion of his priest, or his 
minister, as having sanctioned that interpre- 
tation ; but God will pronounce him guilty 
of reckless and culpable ignorance ; and he 
shall be condemned as a “ man of corrupt 
mind,” one who had “ perverted the right 
ways of the Lord,” “ a reprobate concerning 
the faith.” 

But we observe farther, that the practice 
of receiving blindly and implicitly our reli- 
gious opinions from others, is unscripturolt 
inasmuch as it not only obtains no counte- 
nance from Scripture, but is directly opposed 
to it. 

1st. Such a practice stands in express 
contradiction to the many distinct exhorta- 
tions given to the laity to “ search the Scrip- 
tures.” For what conceivable pur[)ose are 
they to search, if it be not that they may 
find ? Why command them to peruse a 
volume which is admitted to be the grand 
rule of faith, if they are not allowed to exer- 
cise their own judgment as to its meaning ? 
Does not such a 6chen>e necessarily make 
the Bible to every Homan Catholic a dead 
letter? Suppose one were to hand you a 
communication, the contents of which are 
to you most important, but were in giving 
it to say, “ You are at liberty to read this, 
but you are not free to under stand 'iX. in any 
sense different from that in w’hich it has 
been understood by many other persons 
who lived ages ago.” I ask, could you 
read such a document with comfort, with 
profit, with intelligence? Would you not 
be continually saying to yourself, “ I think 
I do understand this ; but what signifies it 
whether I understand it or not, seeing my 
understanding of it will go for nothing, un- 
less it be the same as that of the many who 
lived ages since, and to whose interpretation 
1 can now have no certain access T Is it 
not manifest, that the Catholic layman, in 
reading Scripture, can obtain no real in- 
struction, either for faith or practice, but 


when he is sure that his interpretation is 
that of Holy Mother Church ? Must he 
not suspend his judgment as to the sense, 
lest haply it might be at variance with that 
given by the Church ? And suppose that 
he repairs to the priest, and asks him what 
explanation or comment the Church has 
given of any particular portion of Scripture, 
the priest, if he is honest, must tell him that 
the Church of Rome, as a churchy has 
never issued an authoritative commentary 
upon a single book, nor even a single chap- 
ter of the Bible. And thus the inquirer 
finds, that the permission given him to read 
the Bible is a Cruel mockery. He is first 
told that he must understand the Bible, as 
the Church understands it ; and w'hen he 
seeks for the Church’s interpretation of the 
Bible, he finds there is no such thing in 
existence. 

!2dly. To yield up the right of private 
judgment is farther condemned in Scripture, 
by the positive and explicit injunctions 
given to assert and exercise it. “ Prove all 
things that is, bring them to the test ; which 
presupposes that the test is one known and 
accessible to all. “ Try the spirits (or 
teachers) whether they be of God.” “ I 
speak unto men of understanding; judge ye 
what I say.” “Not that we domineer, or 
lord it over you as to your faith ; for by 
faith (as the result of enlightened convic- 
tion) ye stand.” “ Be ready to give to 
every man that asketli, a reason of the hope 
that is in you.” All these passages express 
or imply the right of private judgment ; 
and w'e maintain, that it w as by nothing but 
the legitimate exercise of this right that the 
primitive believers became Christians. Had 
the Romanist scheme been the true one, we 
should doubtless have read in the Acts of 
the Apostles, that as soon as a church was 
formed at Jerusalem, the only argument 
that w'as afterwards employed in addressing 
Jews or Gentiles was this : “ The Church 
of Jerusalem, the mother and mistress of all 
churches, takes certain view's of the Word 
of God ; and as she is infallible, you must 
implicitly follow her interpretation.”" But 
do w'e once hear of any such argument 
having been used ? No ! Such a claim 
on the part of the first Christians, to impose 
their faith on those who should enter the 
Church after them, w'as never dreamt of by 
these humble followers of the Lord. Even 
the practice of the inspired Apostles was 
not so much to enforce authoritative dog- 
mas, to which they demanded implicit faith, 
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as (wherever it was practicable) to reason 
with men, with Gentiles, upon the works of 
nature and the facts of revelation, and with 
their own countrymen, the Jews, out of 
their ancient Scriptures. Now, when we 
read the Gospel, we hear Christ; when we 
read the epistles, we hear his Apostles ; and 
there is no conceivable reason why we 
should not by this means become Chris- 
tians, in the same way as they who listened 
to their oral instructions, and who, like the 
Bereans, received their words with under- 
standing and with all readiness of mind, 
while they searched the Scriptures daily to 
sec whether these things were so. It is a 
pitiful subterfuge to say that this referred 
only to the Old Testament Scripture. Is 
it so, then, that a Jew' enjoys higher privi- 
leges than a Christian? that his religion is 
more rational and intellectual, permitting 
the free exercise of private thought ? Is it 
so that he is expected to search his own 
Scriptures before he can believe ours ; but 
that as soon as he is convinced of the divine 
authority of the New Testament, he is re- 
strained from finding in it the principles of 
his new faith, and must blindly and sub- 
missively receive them from some other 
(quarter ? 

IV. The scheme in question is zs irra- 
tional as it is unscriptural ; it interferes 
with the exercise of reason, violates the 
rights of conscience, renders genuine faith 
an impossibility, and goes to destroy all 
sense of personal accountability. Where is 
the exercise of reason upon such a scheme ? 
The faculty of reason, though greatly per- 
verted through sin, is nevertheless a noble 
endowment from the bountiful Creator, and 
a gift that has certainly been imparted in 
order to be exercised. As the natural 
rights of all men are equal, all have the pre- 
rogative of exercising this faculty of reason 
to the same extent. If all possess an equal 
right to liberty of body, not less have all the 
unalienable privilege of liberty of thought. 
Indeed, it is well for the honour of human 
nature, for the intellectual and moral im- 
provement of the species, that the human 
mind is so formed, that if it be once enlight- 
ened into the knowledge of its own prero- 
gatives and powers, it can, and will refuse to 
let its motions be controlled by any extrane- 
ous influence. The body may be put under 
restraint during the whole term of its earth- 
ly existence ; and, by the force of terror, 
men may destroy liberty of speech and 
liberty of action. But the immortal spirit 


scorns such durance. No created power, 
no kingly or priestly dominion can invade 
the impenetrable recesses of the human 
heart. There is in the spirit of man that 
goeth upw'ard an elastic spring, which bursts 
asunder the chains that would enslave it, 
and enables it to soar aloft into the regions 
of intelligence and feeling. And is it not 
the duty of all to take care that this noble 
faculty be not by them on the one hand 
abused, or on the other hand degraded and 
enslaved under any pretence whatever, but 
that it be employed for the purposes for 
which the gracious Giver has designed and 
bestowed it ? How, without using our own 
reason in reading any production, can w e 
attain to a clear perception of the meaning, 
or have a satisfactory belief in w'hat it con- 
tains? The man who is a slave in his 
reason, in the very centre of his being, will 
have all his faculties in bondage, all his 
mental powers unnerved, and will be, with- 
out knowing it, a slave in his whole con- 
duct ; while he who is free in the inmost 
sanctuary of his soul, looks freely and 
boldly around him, and becomes dis[)Osed 
for every thing great and good. 

But the exercise of reason, in connexion 
w'ith religion, is especially necessary, be- 
cause there is involved an individual, moral 
responsibility to be found in no other con- 
cern of life. On other topics I may safely 
adopt without inquiry and without convic- 
tion the opinions of others ; but to God, 
and to God only, am I accountable for my 
religious opinions, and no pow'er on earth 
has a right to interfere between God and 
my conscience. Subject the conscience of 
a man to any but his Maker ; deprive him 
of liberty of thought in understanding the 
divine will, or of lil)erty of action in follow- 
ing out his conviction of its meaning, and 
you take from him a portion, if not the 
whole, of that free agency which is essen- 
tial to final accountability. If he is not left 
free to form from Scripture his own reli- 
gious principles, then can he no longer be 
considered a responsible moral agent. 

We deny not that this right has been 
abused, and must ever be liable to abuse, 
w'hen intrusted to a sinful creature like man. 
But no occasional disorders that may arise 
from its perversion can ever justify the un- 
righteous attempt to suppress it. What 
blessing of heaven has not been abused by 
man ? but a very tyro in reasoning know s 
that the abuse of a thing is no valid ai*gu- 
I ment against its legitimate use. Because 
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your eyes may sometimes have deceived 
you, must they be put out? because the 
assertion of civil liberty has often led to 
dreadful excesses, will you sell yourself as 
a slave? because the grace of God is turned 
by many into licentiousness, will you reject 
that grace altogether? because you have 
once come to a wrong decision, will you 
resolve henceforth never to think for your- 
self? or should not the circumstance rather 
render yoii for the future more careful in 
forming your judgment ? Can the Roman 
Catholic maintain that his system is pro- 
ductive of no serious evils ? If we would 
view it in its true light, let us look at the 
effects w'hich it has produced in countries 
the most thoroughly Catholic — in Spain, or 
Portugal, or Italy, the centre of their 
boasted unity. There, where the system is 
in full and undisguised operation, and not 
counteracted by the vicinity and example 
of Protestants, the minds of the common 
people are in a state of the most abject 
bondage. The favourite sentiment of the 
Church is, that ignorance is the mother of 
devotion ; and the well-known policy of 
priestcraft is to keep the minds of the laity 
as much as possible empty, in order that 
they may be fitter receptaeles for whatever 
superstition may have to instil. Is there 
not in Catholic countries generally a prac- 
tical disregard to the authority of the Bible? 
And is it not literally to the great multi- 
tude a sealed hook ; while there is substi- 
tuted for it that monstrous undefined thing 
(a remnant of the barbarism of the dark 
ages) called implicit faith, which consists 
in believing every thing, and knowing no- 
thing — not so much as the terms of the 
proposition believed. Is it not a lamentable 
fact, that all this tells fearfully upon the 
morals of the people, who, furnished with 
this succedaneum, lose very much the feel- 


ing of accountable creatures, and shift off 
their responsibility on their spiritual guides, 
to whose keeping they deliver up soul and 
conscience. And is it not evident, that, by 
thus opposing revelation to reason, the 
Church of Rome virtually destroys the 
authority, and impairs the influence of 
both r For, to use the w'ords of an English 
philosopher, she is engaged in the attempt 
of persuading men to put out their eyes, 
that they may the better receive the remote 
light of an invisible star through her tele- 
scope. 

Now, if these things are so ; if the plan 
of blindly receiving the sense of Scripture 
from the Church is impracticable, and even 
were it practicable, is unnecessary, if it 
stands opposed to the plainest testimonies 
of Scripture, and to the obvious dictates of 
right reason, it will follow that the only 
legitimate method of interpreting the Bible, 
is by the exercise of the private judgment. 
And here it is pre-eminently true that, in 
order to the proper enjoyment of the right, 
it must be regarded as an imperative dutp. 
Our object has not been to attack, in the 
spirit of partisanship, those from whom in 
this point w'e differ ; but to stir up the 
minds of Protestants to the exercise of that 
privilege which was in former days the dis- 
tinguishing badge of their profession — the 
diligent and prayerful examination of the 
Word of God. If any who bear the Pro- 
testant name are neglecting the study of the 
Sacred Volume, or with indolent supineness 
are content to receive blindly their creed 
from others, then the name of Protestant, 
of which they boast, is in their case an 
empty sound ; and the conscientious but 
misguided Catholic, the conscientious but 
darkened heathen, will surely rise up in 
judgment to condemn them in the day of 
Christ, 
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Thou knowest not what a day shall bring forth — Paov. xxvii. I. 


'f' know not, my friends, how ft could 
more appropriately commence address 
to y ou this day than in the current language 
of the season. ^IWith all the solicitude and 
anxiety of a pastor^with aU the affection and 
of a sincere fnend,'5^ ish you a happy 
new year. My aged friends,! wish you a happy 
new year. I cannot, I dare not, wish you 
the restoration of youth and strength, but I 
wish you the blessings of sanctified age, 
I wish you may experience the promise per- 
formed, that God is bearing and carrying 
you, as in the days of old ; and when you 
put off the frail worn-out clay tabernacle, 
i wish you an abundant entrance into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savi- 
our, Jesus Christ. Mr young friends, I 
wish you a happy new year, and many new 
years, many happy years, if it be consistent 
with the will of Gocl, and conducive to your 
good, (after this enfeebled body of mine 
shall be at rest in the gravej) 1 wash you 
the hallow'ed remembrance of your Creator 
in the days of your youth. I wish you an 
abundant increase of grace and knowledge. 
I wish you the supporting influence of 
divine consolation under any trials which 
may befall you, and the sanctifying influ- 
ences of the Spirit on the enjoyments with 
VoL. V.-No. 176. 


which you may be favoured. I wish you 
increasing usefulness in the station in which 
God has placed you on earth, and growing 
meetness for, in due time, entering on a 
nobler sphere of employment and enjoyment 
in heaven. To all of you, of whatever age 
you may be, who have already known and 
felt the pow'er of religion in your soul, and 
we trust many of you are in that state,(oh ! 
that w^e might say to all of you,')I wish a 
happy new year. May it be to you a year of 
abundant blessings, a year of a thousand, 
yea, of ten thousand comforts and consola- 
tions! and to you, if any such are present, 
who are yet unacquainted with the one thing 
needful, even to you I wish a happy new' 
year. May it be to you a year of convic- 
tion, conversion, repentance, and faith ; then 
it will be indeed a happy new' year, and you 
will have ample cause to look back upon 
the solemnities of its first sabbath with gra- 
titude and joy. 

But I must cease from expressing any 
more wishes when I think of my text, which 
so forcibly reminds us of our complete igno- 
rance of the future ; ignorance so great 
that we cannot tell what even a day may 
bring forth. This is a truth which is uni- 
acknowle(%ed ; but as to the prac- 
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tical influence which it ought to have on the | 
conduct, seems to be almost as universally , 
forgotten ; yet it is our >visdom to have it | 
constantly in remembrance ; and for this 
reason the W&rd of God frequently brings 
it before us. Amid our congratulataons, 
then, it becomes us to pause, lest, forgetting 
the uncertainty of all things here below, we 
confound two things directly opposed to 
each other; namely, providing for to-mor- 
row, which is duty essentially necessary, 
since without it the whole affairs of the 
world would soon be in a state of stagna- 
tion ; and presuming on to-morrow, which 
is equally foolish, sinful, and dangerous, and 
against which we are specially cautioned in 
the words preceding the text, where the 
wise man says, “ Boast not of to-morrow,” 
and then gives the reason, “ thou knowest 
not what a day shall bring forth.” This, 
then, is the subject on which wo arc to 
address you on this first sabbath of the year. 
And, O ! may the Spirit of God so overrule 
it for our good, that wo may be effectually 
deterred from neglecting our present advan- 
tages in the vain hope of another day fur- 
nishing an opportunity of retrieving our 
loss. In the sequel I shall endeavour, in 
dependence on Divine aid, 

I. To illustrate the sentiment contained 
in the text, man’s total ignorance of the 
future. 

II. Point out a few of the important 
lessons a due consideration of the doctrine 
should teach us. 

I. I shall endeavour to illustrate the sen- 
timent contained in the text, man’s total 
ignorance of the future. — “ We know not 
what a day shall bring forth.” No man will 
attempt to contravert this assertion. No in- 
dividual will risk his character by asserting 
that ho can tell what shall be the -changes 
of the coming day ; the subject, therefore, 
requires not proof, but illustration ; and for 
that purpose we claim your attention to the 
foibwing particulars : 

1. We are ignorant of the future as to 
our circumstances. What your state now 
is in this respect, you all know. TJ^e bl 

^ 'f God been unpn you, 3^001 
has'i&&£dasfid, yoto^ddMorts have been mul- 
tiplied ; or, at least, though you may not 
have the luxuries, you enjoy the necessaries 
and conveniences of life ; around you are 
many friends, rejoicing in your w'elfarc, and 
sweetening, by their company, their feUow'- 
ship and their good offices, the cup of bles- 
sings you possess. But are you sure that 


your circumstances shall continue so ? Are 
you sure no sharp blast shall sweep over 
you, and by its desolating effects destroy, 
or, by its noxious influence, embitter all — 
ere the year you harve begun jwith such joy 
han revolvod. Nay, perhaps before many of 
its months have passed, there may be a 
change, a lamentable change ! For any 
thing you at this moment can tell, these 
bri ght prospects which God has now given 
you, and which,^ tiiis^eason, furnish you 
and yours with Sfc^jSiianSfenjoyments, may 
die away. It may please God that riches 
make to themselves wings and vanish, oj 
your means of subsistence may be taken 
from you, and you who now frequently, oi 
occasionally, as God enables you, minister 
to the wants of others; who do it with joy, 
and are thankful that you arc able to do so, 
may need the aid you now' give, may be- 
come dependent on others, and then have the 
pain to find some who now move in a sphere 
litf inferior to your owm, and thankfully 
receive your offered kindness^ in the day 
of y'our adversity, forgetting their obliga- 
tion, and knowing you no longer. You 
may be left poor, and, as to this world, 
wretched ; and those vmyimm who now pro- 
fess so great friendship to you, like insects 
who love only the flow'cr in its bloom, may 
become cold and indifferent to you, may 
pass you by unnoticed ;(may perhaps be 
secretly seeking your hurl — nay, perhaps 
may have become your bitter foes, not for 
any sin or fault of yours, but from the mean 
motives of paltry self-interest, or from still 
worse motives, arising from the malevolence 
of their hearts. But w'e cannot go on with 
this — the thought is sickening ; the scene, 
drawn at full length, would be agouizi 

1 will not suppose all tEe 
distressing changes that may take place m 
jiour cireumstances ere the year be closed ; 
but enough has been said to show, that in 
this respect' we cannot tell what a dav may 
bring forth. 

2. We cannot tell wnat a day may bring 
forth, as to the state of our bodies and our 
minds. At the moment we are addressing 
you, your bodies are in some comfortable 
mseasure of health, your limbs are active, 
your senses perform their functions ; and, as 
your bodies are healthy, so likewise are 
your minds, you can now reason, deter - 
mine, reflect, hope; but the future — ah! 
w ho oan tell w'hat a change, what a melaa- 
choly change, may soon be in these respects. 
It may be, ere many days elapse, these 
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bodies may be stretched in pain 

upon a sick bed,C W enervated and ema- 
ciated, painfully a^cted by every change in 
the atmosphere of your apartment, lie re- 
clined on a couch, unable to move, except 
as friends and attendants’ aid ; these now 
active limbs of yours, paralyzedand withered, 
ere many days may hang apparently use- 
less appendages from your bodies, incapable 
of discharging one of those functions for 
which they were? intended, or, severed from 
them as rotten branches from the tree, may 
have been consigned to corruption, sad 
mementos of the coming cUsKolution of that 
‘body^of which they formed apart ; ere many 
day^hose eyes, which now usefully make 
kno^ to you the %are and colours of 
external objects, may be covered over with 
the film of obscurity, may be closed in dark- 
ness, no longer enaWing you to see the 
much-loved features of kindred and friends, 
dooming you to travel your remaining days 
through this world’s fair scenes in deepest 
gloom ; ere many daj's elapse, these care, 
which now appreciate the melody of sounds, 
and which enable you to hear the word of 
Xjodi the message of mercy to guilty man, 
and to rejoice at the voice dear to your 
souls, may be closed in dulness, and be to 
you as though you had never enjoyed their 
aid, except by the remembrance of pleasures 
for ever gone; and these minds, with all 
their n obl e powers and htculties, may, ere 
many days, become a wreck — wreck how 
deeply humiliat'mgl judgment and reason 
fled, and only the outward to distinguish 
you from the beasts that perish ! CPut I can- 
?<not proceed in the enumeration oftheebanges 
I that may be. The picture is too ftill of 
j horror ; even as ideas crowd on ray own 
\Spiad they become intensely harassing, pub 
surely enough has been here said to impress 
on our miads tlte solemn truth — “ We 
know not what a day may bring forth.” 

fl. We are ignorant of the future as to 
nur fisimilies amd connexions. Alas! what 
changes are continually taking place in this 
respect. As I now picture to myself the 
drcumstances, how firm appears the chain 
of your domestic ef^actions. It has many, 
very many links, and they appear too firmly 
riveted to be ©asfly disunited. CX think I 
behold you as you appeared coming to the 
bouse of Grod this day. There was the 
husband and the wife; how tender the tf.e 
that binds them to one another! She with 
afiection was leaning on his arm, and 
her very^koloMeemed to tell how muoh hsr 


happiness depended on his love ; there, too, 
were some of their little ones, hand in hand, 
walking by their side, and, while filial love 
warms the bosoms of the children to their 
parents, there seemed to be a sw’eet smile ol 
gladness on the countenance of the parents, 
as they cast their eyes now on one another, 
and now on their offspring — happy little 
group! Again, I looked in thought, and 
there camo the brother and sister ; they 
love caoh other ; a sense of her sex’s weak- 
ness gives to her a feeling of reliance on his 
strength, and he feels happy in giving his 
aid ; they are blessed, they left a happy 
home for the sanctuary of their choice, and 
when its services are over tliey will return 
again to a happy home ; aim there, too, 
were the bosewn friends, in groups, accord- 
ing to age and inclination, taking sv^t 
counsel to go to the house of God in com- 
pany ; love beams on their countenances, and 
they part for their respective seats, in the 
pleairing hope of again meeting for fellow- 
ship as sweet while they return. ) 

And shall such happiness o^timie, shall 
no change pass over it? Ah how vain 
would it be to indulge in such a hope amid 
the thousand daily recurring events, that 
tell as how change isweepeth over all. { We \ 
attempt to look into the fiitere. There is a J 
dimness resting on every object, yet some- ‘ 
thing may be descried ; there are coffins, i 
there they are, of varioiia'sizes, and on them ? 
is inscribed the ominous figures, 1835, but 
the letters of the names are hid in gloom ; 
there are graves there, they are of various 
dimensions, they are opened at various times, 
but there is a mist on the scene, and we 
cannot tell of whose sepulchres they form a 
portion. Thus far it is allowed to draw 
conclusions respecting what is to come from 
what is past, but no further ; and still W'e 
cannot tell what a day shall bring forth. 
Reverting to the scene of happiness we pic- 
tured, let us take our illustration theme. 
That pair, so affectionate, so fondly united, 
may, when a few more days are past, exjpe- 
rience the pangs of separation ; instead of 
the living loving partner, there will be but 
the new closed grave. He, the sad sur- 
vivor, as he watches aiid^xweeps, will call on 
bis loved one; but in the^ deep sleep of the 
grave, insensible to the voice of affecUen, 
she lies silent «nd oedd. These children 
we saw around, these hopeful youths, grow- 
ing up, krteiygent, active, obedicBt— ‘the 
comfort of their parents, the joy of their 
friends, what shall we wy of therm ? That 
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' beloved son, tbe father’s hope for declining 
: years ; that fair daughter, the mother’s 
I pride ; that darling little one on whose sweet 
countenance they so often gaze with all the 
delight of parental love, then, one or all of 
them, when a few more days are gone, may 
be clad in the winding sheet, placed in the 
: coffin, and lowered into the grave ; they 
sleep there, in the loveliness of their beauty 
j they died, and many and sad are the sor- 
rowing hearts that mourn their loss. Youth- 
ful companions, ere a few days more are 
past, that sweet chain of friendship may be 
broken. Death, like the lightning’s dash, 
may strike some of its links, and they will 
dissolve ; and you, the lonely survivors, will 
stand and weep sadly over the early grave 
of the friend who was so dear ; so fading and 
so uncertain are the fond hopes of friendship 
or of love ! One day we see a rose bloom 
in beauty on its stem of green, shedding 
f around its perfume, and seeming the pride 
' of the garden — ^the next, we look, but the 
) rose is no more ; its brilliant hues have dis- 
appeared ; fled are its life and its bloom ; its 
leaves lie scattered and mingling with the 
dust of the earth whi^h nourished it ; just 
so are the fond hopes we cherish, they pass 
away with their kindred pleasures, and leave 
us to the saddening sense of our loneliness. 
So true is the declaration of Solomon, “ We 
'4tnow not what a day shall bring forth.” 

4. We are totally ignorant of futurity,] 
as to the continuance of our lives. Life 
has its charms, even when attended with 
many of the ills which pain, poverty, and 
disappointment connect with it ; we still 
fondly cling to it, and it requires a mind 
deeply imbued with the hope of immor- 
tality to make the wish for departure lasting 
and sincere. Life has its connexions. 
There are many living with us in whom we 
are deeply interested, whose dependence is 
upon us for protection and guidance, and it 
is not without many a pang, of the deepest 
bitterness, that we can bring our minds to 
be resigned to depart and leave them behind, 
to all the evils our imaginations may sup- 
pose, as likely to befall them in their unpro- 
tected state. We know that the present ! 
life is given us but for a period ; w^e know 
lhat we must lay it down, we know that it | 
may be short, yet we fondly cling to the 
hope of its continuance, and look forward 
to many years to come.— -How deceptions 
such hopes are, dmly occurrences are conti- 
nually reminding us. Now, indeed, it appears 
probable that many summers shall pass, and ' 


many winters come and go, ere we be called 
to sleep the long sleep of the grave. But 
may it not be otherwise ? Now, indeed, we 
are in health, our nerves are braced in 
vigour, our pulses beat in calm steadiness 
■and regularity, and all seems to promise 
that we shall live here for many, very many 
days ; but ere a few days more are gone the 
change of death may have past upon us, ere a 
few more months we gone our graves may be_ 
growing green ;fandwhile the wild Bowers 
spread over them, their beauteous forms, all 
that remain of us below, be corruption and 
rottenness. Ay, there may be, there are, 

I may say in safety, there are individuals 
sitting here to-day, to whom their friends 
have already paid the compliments of the 
season, who are surrounded with all the 
comforts of life ; who, ere the first quarter of 
the year is gone, may be pining away with 
sickness,' which shall take the colour from 
their cheeks and the vigour from their 
bodies, shall lay them low, first on a sick- 
bed and then on a death-bed, and then in 
their graves; and their widows and their 
children, even their little ones, shall come 
to worship in this church, still clad in the 
habiliments of mourning, on the first Sab* 
bath of 1836, and have to say, as perhaps 
the voice of another addresses them, Ah * 
well do we remember what the preacher 
sidd this day last year ; for it will then, in- 
deed, come with power to their remem^ 
brance. But while this will, in all proba- 
bility, be the case with some of us, O mark 
our uncertainty of the future — we know not 
whose lot it will be. Young woman, with 
healthy cheek and smiling eye, thou mayest 
be the first victim of the year I Young man, 
with all thy boasted strength and vigour, it 
may be thee ; or it may be thee who hast so 
lately sought for thyself a companion and a 
helpmate, and taken her home to thy dwell- 
ing to cheer thee ; or it may be thee with 
the grey locks and furrowed countenance, 
who earnest hither bending o’er thy staflT. 
Such is our ignorance of the future with 
respect to the continuance of life ; for, what 
is our life ? It is even a vapour that ap- 
peareth for a little, and then vanisheth away. 
Let us think of the many thousands of our 
race who, though but lately they seemed as 
likely to live as ourselves, are gone into 
eternity — many of them gone too before 
they had prepared to give in their account 
to God ; ana we shall both see the truth of 
the statement contained in the text, and be 
excited to cry, with the Psalmist, ** Lord, 
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io ieacb «s to niuftber oar days, tlat we 
i may kistantly apply oar heartt unto wis- 
dom.** I proeeed, ..tlioreioFe, 83 was pro- 

II. To point out some of thehlassons of j 
pmoti(Uibl instiuctioii, whieh a oonsideffation i 
ofitheidoetrine oonctaioed in the teat should ; 
> teach us. Man moralizea OYer the flow'er 
that ^blooms and dies ; man moralizes over 
the 'HieleoT that x»ists its beauteous tints 
along' the sky and disappears ; man moital- 
izes over the stream as it glides onv^^d till 
lost in the ocean j but here is a* more im- 
ctant subject. Let us seek lessons of 
avenly wisdom from our ignorance of the 
future. 

1. Learn the importance of a life of faith 
and dependence on God. In the volume 
of eternal* truth it is w'riUen, the “just shall 
live by faith.’* They must, therefore, in 
the very nature of things, walk by faith and 
not by sight; and our lancerkainty of what 
shall befall us in the after part of our liyes 
is admirably calculated to impress on our 
.minds the propriety of living a life of faith 
and dependence on the promises of God. 
It is this, and this alone, which will enable 
us to recognise the divine presence at all 
times, and to rest contented in the convic- 
tion, that infinite wisdom and unbounded 
goodness are operating in all the evmts 
which can befall us, though those events 
may be as much beyond our control as they 
are hid from our view. Like the ancient 
Israelites, we are engaged in a wilderness 
pilgrimage. Like them, the time of our 
movement and the time of onr rest is fixed 
by God ; like them, the time of our con- 
flicts and the time of our victories are ap- 
pointed by him ; but these times and occur- 
rences, as future, are hid from our view'. 
What need, then, is there for a believing 
view of his mercy and goodness, such a 
view as will lead us to a believing depend- 
ence on him ? Man was never designed to 
bo independent, and the consideration of 
•our ignorance and dependence should im- 
press on our minds a conviction of the wis- 
dom of casting all our care upon him for 
time and otemity, for body and soul ; for 
though we do not know what shall befall us 
tCMmorrwv, he does ; though w'e know here 
but to prepare for coming storms, he can 
prepare ns for .'them ; though we are little 
able to contend with onr spiritual adver- 
«aries, who may be even now meditating a 
violent attack^ upon as, and that at the very 
point where they know us to be most vul- 


oerable, yet, cultivating a spirit of bdyrdie- 
ipendence on God, we «h*llgain tbe vh^jiMy'. 
we shall be safe. Yes, Cimstians, jcMusha^ 
be safe. “ Blessed’ is the man who trususth 
in< the Lord, whose Iteip the Lord is ; a 
thousand may fall at his side, and ten ' thou- 
sand at his right hand ; . bnt^e plague shall 
not come nigh to him; nor shall he be 
afraid of evil -lid iiig^ W'hose heart ^is. fixed, 
trusting in the Lord.” 

2. Learn to cultivate a spirit of holy’ 
•resignation to the drvine will. This w’orld 
is not the land of certainty,. but tbe land of 
uncertainty. True it is, indeed, a land of 
certainty exists, but it is on. the other side 
of the river of death. Here every thing is 
changeable, e\’cry thing is fluctuating. Your 
possessionSjC^ough desiguated with your 
own name^you cannot call in perpetuity 
your own ; cither you may soon be taken 
aw’ay from them, or they be wrested from 
you. Yes, 'tis a world of uncertainty, a 
title this inscribed not only on the cottages 
ofthepoor, but on the palaces of princes 
and themausionsof the rich — an inscription 
which ts written not merely on the pale, 
foded cheek of the diseased, but ©n thecoun- 
tetrance fltished with health and youthful 
beauty. 

In this changeable' scene, this land full of 
nneertainty, it has pleased your God you 
sbouM dwell fora season, and ©f this uncer- 
tainty experience ycwir full share ; but still 
with all this there is a possibility of enjoy- 
ing comparative happiness — remembering 
God’s gracious character, Temembering 
God’s infinite love as displayed in the gift 
of his own Son to be your Saviour, and re- 
membering the infinitude of his wisdom, 
resign yourselTes to his holy and blessed 
will. Remrjmbering what God is, and w hat 
he hath promised amidst all the uncertainty 
of the future, w'e may calmly say with David, 
“ Here I am ; let him do with me as seem- 
eth good in his sight.” It may be many 
afflictions are in store for us. Many of the 
days of the year we have now begun may 
be days of pain and grief* and its nighta 
nigrhts of sleeplessness and sorrow j but let 
us resign ourselves to 'Him who can and 
w’ill make our light ufflictaons, which are but 
for a moment* work • for «s a far more ex- 
ceeding, even an ctc!^ weight of gloiy. 
A thousand unseen ihs may be before us, 
but it is not for us to be over anxious about 
t(pmorrow, ^«ng thatsafficient for the day 
is ■ the evil » thereof. Let us leave all that 
cenocims'iis in his hands for ourjourney 
Q2 
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througli the great wilderness ; for we may press on our minds the importanee of the 
safely leave the direction of all to our hca- advice given by the apostle Paul ; ** The 
venly guide, and trust to him to lead us in time is short : it remaineth, therefore, that 
ther^tway. Oh I difficult lesson to learn, both they that have wives be as though 
hard lesson to practise ; help us, Father in they had none, and they that weep as 
heaven, to say, and to say it from the heart though they wept not, and they that rejoice 
under all that comes upon us, “ Thy will as though they rejoiced not, and they that 
be done." buy as though they possessed not, ana they 

3. Learn to cultivate a spirit of cautious that use this world as not abusing it : for 
moderation as to the things of the present the fashion of this world passeth away.' 
life. You know the fleeting nature of these Think, then, on the uncertainty that at- 
things; you have seen that they are uncer- teches to all things here; think of your 
tain. Men in general, and especially men ignorance of what shall be on the morrow, 
who have no influential feeling of religion, and it will, by the blessing of God, prove 
are easily elated with prosperity. O^et them a mean of preserving you from being over- 
i>ut receive an accession to their fortune, or elated by prosperity, or over much depressed 
an addition to their property, and oh I how by adversity. 

mighty men they imagine tnemselves; their 4 . Learn to cultivate a spirit of humility, 
pride, formerly bad enough, becomes now Pride was not made for man ; nothing sits 
equally disgusting an3) intolerable ; it lurks worse on him. He has nothing to make 
in every furrow of fteir haughty counte- him haughty, but every thing to make him 
nances, and displays itself in every look of' humble. Yet self-conceit, high ideas of 
their proud eyes ; they walk mincingly along themselves, low opinions of all others, how 
as if their few paltry pounds had raised them ' common among men. One would think 
above the react of wo and the level of their { the very reading of the text would lay them 
fellow-men ; and when a change comes^ ow. I know not what may befall me to- 
how equally depressed are they ; they are morrow. There may come upon me some 
swallowed up or grief. No wonder it is so, temptation quite suited to my natural tern- 
poor contemptible earthworms ! their gods per, before which I may fall ; some evil 
are taken away ; and what have they more? may come upon me by which I may be 
They can no longer expect the servile adu- overwhelmed. Yes, it is true man may 
lation of the mean despicable creatures that possess knowledge by which he can calcu- 
once ran with obsequious readiness at their late the courses of the stars. He may tell, 
bidding, and who, while they in reality and tell with the greatest possible nicety, 
despised them in their hearts for their mean the very moment at which an eclipse of the 
upstart pride, seemed to worship them as sun or the moon shall take place, and be- 
^ery deities on earth. cause of such knowledge he is ready to 

But the man who is properly impressed vaunt; but is there ground for pride ? Go 
with a sense of the uncertainty which hangs but a step farther, and the mind of a New- 
over the future, whose mind is possessed ton is as dark as that of a child. The wisest, 
with the general idea, that in the world he the most expert calculator cannot tell when’ 
must expect to meet with trouble, but at the he and all his glory shall be eclipsed ; he 
same lime is sensible of his entire ignorance cannot tell w’hat trials may come upon him 
of what shall be the particular instances, as to-morrow ; he cannot tell what afflictions 
well as the precise periods, at which they may, ere the end of the week, dim and over- 
shall befall him, has within him a feeling cloud his now fair prospects ; he cannot tell 
which will serve to allay the risings of to how many, very many dangers he may 
pride, and chasten exuberant joy in the be exposed in the course of the year. What 
season of prosperity, as also to moderate a humbling lesson does this uncertainty 
the workings of despondency and the op- teach to vain man who would be wise, 
pression of sorrow in the day of dark adver- though born like the wild ass’s colt 1 What 
sity. He knows here he cannot safely trust a humiliating lesson does it teach those 
to a continuance of any thing that is earth- haughty ones who imagine they are the 
ly. He knows that there is nothing sure men, and wisdom shall die with them I and 
below the skies, and, therefore, he is not how forcibly does it impress upon all of 
overwhelmed with any amazement. Let a us the propriety of cultivating lowliness 
consideration, then, of our totad ignorance of snirit, and putting on humbleness of 
ctf what a day may bring forth deeply im- mind I 
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5. Learn to cultivate a spirit of prayer. 
Surely this is a lesson which, in a very for- 
cible manner, the subject we have been 
considering calls us to learn, and it is a duty 
which it shows to be our interest habitually 
to perform. When we rise in the morning, 
our bodies renewed by rest, and our minds 
invigorated by the relaxation they enjoyed 
during the season of repose, the prospect 
before us may be highly flattering. But as 
a fair morning gives no certainty the day 
shall be stormless ; so our state in the morn- 
ing affords no certainty that evening, whr”^ 
it comes with its dark shadows over us, shall 
find us in circumstances as pleasing. This 
is a truth testified by the experience of ages. 
In the morning we know not what tempta- 
tions or difficulties, what losses or disap- 
pointments, may attend us through the day. 
A single d^ may deprive us of all our 
comforts and of all our friends. Surely, 
then, if we are ignorant of what shall befall 
us, if we know not what God has determined 
shall take place during the day, it is our 
wisdom, as well as our duty, to commit our- 
selves to his care in the exercise of heartfelt 
prayer. He only can preserve us in safety. 
Dangers are all around us ; difficulties may 
meet us in every path. We know them 
not, but God knows them ; and then if God 
who knows them be our friend, all shall be 
well. If he smile upon us, we are safe. 
All the fiends in the pit of wo, all the un- 
godly, all the malicious men upon the earth, 
though they should all meet and join to vent 
their malice against the weakest saint of the 
Lord God of hosts, that weak saint, holding 
holy communion with God in prayer, and 
reclining on his omnipotence, may sternly 
defy them. For this, as well as for other 
reasons, our blessed Lord, in the days of 
his earthly sojourning, spake a parable, that 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint. 
Oh I then, let our ignorance of the future 
lead us to the habitual exercise of this im- 
portant, this holy duty; and as we know 
not what a day may bring forth ; as we know 
not the things which shall befall us ; as we 
Know' not what shall be on the morrow, it 
h, and must be, good for us to be always 
bringing our cause before God in the exer- 
cise of fervent, effectual prayer, seeking 
strength to aid us in every time of need. 
Ignorant of what shall take place, go depend 
on the promised aid of God ; go pray to 
him, and you shall not be deceived in your 
hopes ; you shall not be disappointed in 


your expectations. God is a refuge to hit 
people at all times — a very present help in 
the time of trouble. 

To conclude, let a consideration of what 
has been said stir us all up to give instant 
and deep attention to things which concern 
eternity. The importance of these things 
every one knows and acknowledges ; there 
is no need, therefore, to spend time in en- 
deavouring to prove it. The CTeat matter 
is to get it impressed on ^our hearts. All 
acknowledge, that, in order to future hap- 
piness, they must have an interest in the 
I great Redeemer, and be by his grace pre- 
I pared for admittance into that region of 
purity where he now is. All acknowledge^ 
that means of grace are furnished them with 
a view' to this preparation, and that it is 
their duty to be making constant and dili- 
gent use of them. But with all this know- 
ledge, and with all these confessions, how 
many are still delaying to give attention to 
those things which concern their eternal 
peace. But should not an uncertainty of 
the future, should not a consideration of the 
solemn truth that w'e cannot tell what a day 
may bring forth, check this thoughtlessness, 
and stir us up to holy endeavours after tlie 
one thing needful? Delay not then, I b oe o eob , 
giving instant attention to these things under 
the foolish, the ruinous idea that you shall 
have a more convenient season to do so. 
Look not forw'ard with these hopes to old 
age. You may never arrive at it ; and even 
should you be allowed to arrive at it, you 
will find old age to be a very unfit and in- 
convenient season for such arduous work 
as salvation work. Remember, ** now is the 
accepted time, and now is the day of salva- 
tion but this may not be said to you to- 
mo^o^w. 

close, 1)e Yh graves, I trust in heaven. 
How’^^leasing w’ould it be if, as one after 
another we entered there, we were privi- 
leged to carry to our fathoFa-^rMi our * 
t hr ew, who are gone before us, the blessed^ 
tidings that we left all the members of that 
church, with which we and they were con- 
nected while on earth, going forward zea- 
lously and perseveringly in the heavenly 
road, and preparing for joming us in glory. 
Fulfil ye, then, our joy, and whatsoever 
your hands find, to do it with your might ; 
tor there is neither work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whi- 
ther W'e go, and ** we know not what a day 
may bring forth.” Amen* . 
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, now are we die^Bom of Godr and it doth not yet eqypmt what we shall be ; 
hut we kjtaw^ihat tvken^he tJyill appear , we shall be like him : for we shall nee hvn 
as he John iii. 2 . ^ 


The <Oo»P^1 produces on the character, 
happiness; and prospects of those who cor- 
dially embrace it, a great and salutary 
change. Foes become friends ; rebels sub- 
jects ; and slaves of Satan sons of God. 
This benign influence of the Gospel, when 
duly received, was strikingly exemplified in 
the history of those persons to whom John 
addressed the words of my text. There was 
a time when they stood in a relation to God 
far different from that of sons. Long had 
they lived in a state of hostility to him. 
Not a few of them had passed through the 
suoaessive stjages of youth and manhood ; 
and some had readied the period of old age 
ere ‘they were inspired with the hope of 
seeing Christ as he is; nnd of being made 
like him^ m honour and happiness. Far, 
however, as they had wandered from God ; 
many and aggravated as had been their 
transgros^ns against him ; riow that they 
liad embraced! the Gospel as the only way 
t>f:ealvation and rule of life, they could claim 
God as their Father. The world failed to 
discover that the change which they had 
undergone was attended with a happier, as 
w’oll as a holier frame of mind. But whe- 
ther perceived by others or not, they now 
experienced a joy whicji the w'orld could 
neither impart nor impstir, and far less de- 
stroy, even a foretaste of eternal blessed- 
ness. Though despised, and of no account 
mthis worldls esteem, they could say, “ Now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
;Bj»pear what we shall be, but we know' that 
i when he shall appear, we shall be like him, 
vfor^ we shall see him as he is.” 

My Christian brethren, what we now are, 
land Wdiat we expect to become, are the to- 
pics on w hich my text leads me to address 
you. I therefore solicit your attention, in 
the first place, to what We now are^som 
of God* 


First, How did we become sons of God ? 
Man, as originally created by God, w’as his 
son ; not so much because he was the work < 
mansiiip of his hand, as the image of him- 
self. But by disobedience he forfeited for 
himself artd his posterity his resemblance to 
God ; so that by nature we are all outcasts 
from God’s holy and happy family; no 
longer to be recognised and honoured, pro- 
tected, and blessed as his children. We 
became the children of the w icked one, and 
not more like him in baseness than in 
WTctchcdness and misery. In this state of 
exile and wo vve should have remained for 
ever, but for the eternal and gracious pur- 
pose of our God, who “ predestinated us to 
the adoption of children, by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of 
his will, to the praise of the glory of bis 
grace.” We w’ere restored to the forfeited 
honour of the sons of God, by “ being be- 
gotten again by the Father; and born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.” We became 
the sons of God, not by natural generation, 
nor in virtue of any inherent power, or ten- 
dency, nor in consequence of any endeavour 
on the part of others, but by the agency of 
his Spirit. For the sake of Christ, he ^ed 
on us abundantly his Spirit’s influence, and, 
in a moral sense, created us anew ; opening 
our hearts to receive the truth, and soften- 
ing them to feel its powers, he dispelled 
darkness from our understandings, disorder 
from our affections, and rebellions from our 
wills. He took away our hard and stony 
hearts, and gave ms hearts of flesh. All who 
belong to the family of God w ere in this 
way made his sons. As there is no way of 
becoming sons of men, but by being born 
of human parents, so is there no way of 
being iBAde sons of God, but by being bom 
of him by the Spirit of grace. 
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Secondly. we know whether we are 
gone of God ? «fohn speaks not in the lan- 
guage of doubt ; with the utmost confidence 
he says, “ Now are we the sons of God.** 
If Job could say, “ I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth, and though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God if David could say, 
“ Thou shalt guide me by thy counsel, and 
afterwards receive me to glory;” if Paul 
could say, “ I have fought a good fight ; I 
have finished" my course ; I have kept the 
faith, henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord the 
righteous Judge shall give me at that da}^ ; 
and not to me only, but unto all them also 
who love his appearing if John could thus 
confidently express himself, “We are the 
sons of God” — we also may know' whether 
we are so related to him. We may know 
it by the faith we exercise, if it leads us to 
entire dependence on Christ, and to the 
utmost diligence in duty. We may know 
it by the repentance we have experienced, 
if it has been heartfelt and sincere, arising 
from a true sense of sin, and resulting in its 
entire renunciations. We may know it by 
the feelings we cherish tow'ard our brethren 
in Christ, if, without respect to denomina- 
tion or party, we love them sincerely, for 
the sake of Him whose children they are, 
and whose image they bear. We may 
know' it by the state of our affections to- 
ward God, if they are set on “ those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on 
the right hand of God.” 

Thirdly. What is it to be sons of God ? 
Every one whose mind is duly affected with 
a sense of his own insignificance and worth- 
lessness, and of the independence, majesty, 
and blessedness of God, will be astonished 
at the condescension and grace displayed 
in sinners of mankind being made sons of 
God. How noble is this title which belongs 
to us as Christians! Compared with the 
glory of our descent, not once to be named 
is the honour of being born of the most 
illustrious monarch that ever swayed a 
iceptre. (Yes, my brethren, )to be the sons 
of God far transcends the distinction of 
being the progeny of the most exalted and 
renowned of kings. The sons of monarchs 
are, indeed, all princes ; one only, however, I 
inherits the throne ; but the sons of God 
are all kings, destined to sit upon thrones, 
and to wear crowns, the glory of which 
shall never be tarnished. The honours of 
sovereigns and princes shall pass ^ay, and 


when men shall appear in the presence of 
“ Him that accepteth not the persons of 
princes, nor regardeth the rich more than 
the poor,” kings shall stand on the same 
level with the meanest of mankind. But 
the honours of the sons of God shall survive 
all human distinctions ; and shall be fully 
manifested, until every earthly honour shall 
have sunk into oblivion. ^ 

Nor is it a mere name/my brethren, Uhat 
is bestowed on us in our being called sons 
of God. Not only are we so distinguished 
by name, bat so made in reality ; and ac- 
tually introduced to all the privileges of 
God’s cliildren. Notwithstanding the dis- 
play of his majesty and glory, with which 
we are encompassed, we feel assured he 
takes notice ot us, and regards us with a 
fathers love. Though assailed by evils 
which we cannot avert orremedj^w'e enjoy 
composure of mind, being persuaded that 
he will either protect us from, or sustain us 
under them. Once we were slaves of Satan 
and of corruption, but now are we intro 
duced into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God. Once w e were far from God 
and strangers to him, but now' have we free 
access at all times into his presence ; and 
“truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and w ith his Son, Jesus Christ.” Living in 
the confident expectation of a rich and last- 
ing inheritance, during our ministry, we 
receive the education and maintenance suited 
to our heavenly origin. We have the bread 
and water of life for our support, angels for 
our attendants, the Spirit for our teacher, 
and the Son of the Highest for our advo- 
cate and friend I 

It is not of future, but of present privi- 
leges that I now speak, “ Now,” says the 
Apostle, “ are we the sons of God.” We, 
indeed, may be of no account among men, 
known to few, and honoured by none ; but 
if we be the children of God, by faith in 
Christ Jesus, then we are high in the esteem 
of angels and of God, and our names are 
recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Our 
earthly parentage may be obscure and 
mean ; but by a mysterious process, and an 
act of unparalleled grace, w'e have been 
constituted members of a family, each of 
which is heir to a throne. We may be 
poor in this world, but we are heirs of an 
“ inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away.** Our abode in 
earth may be as void of comfort as of 
elegance ; but “ a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the 
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hcaTcns/* shall soon be our residence. See- 
ing wc are distinguished by a title thus 
noble, and exalted to privileges thus great, 
VTQ may well adopt the exclamation of John : 
" Behold what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God.” 

In the second place, ivliat we expect to 
become^ is the point to which I now direct 
your attention. It doth not yet appear 
w'hat we shall be, but know that when 
he shall appear, w’e shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is.” 

I remark, first, the confidence with which 
we may expect future happiness ; “ We 
know we shall be like him'* Wc do not, 
indeed, possess the same kind and degree 
of evidence which John enjoyed of the rea- 
lity of heavenly blessedness. He saw the 
new Jerusalem in all its glory. He beheld 
the great white throne, and him that sat on 
it, encompassed by a thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of glorified saints. 
He witnessed the robes of spotless wliite in 
which they are arrayed, and heard the 
melodious songs in which they celebrate 
their Redeemer’s praise. But though we 
are not favoured with such evidence as he 
enjoyed, we have all that is necessarry to 
sustain our hope, in the reality of that bless- 
edness which God has in reserve for his 
children. The number and minuteness of 
these predictions, which have received an 
exact and circumstantial accoFmplishment in 
the history of Jesus and of the Church ; the 
remarkable coincidence subsisting between 
the announcements of prophecy and the 
present state of the Jews ; the sublime na- 
ture of the doctrines of the Gospel ; the 
holy tendency of its principles; the pure 
morality of its precepts ; the circumstances 
in which it was first promulgated, and the 
success which has attended its ministrations, 
convince us of the truth of that record, 
which reveals to us life and immortality. 
Inspired with the confidence of John and of 
Paul, we can adopt the language of both, 
and say, “ We know we shall be like him : 
we shall see him as he is.” We know that 
if our earthly house of this tabernaele were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an ; 
house not made with hands, eternal in the i 
heavens. “ The Sfpirit of God beareth - 
witness with our spirits, that’ we are the 
children of God ; and if dnklren, then 
heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ.” I 

Ixemark, aecondly, the peculiar iiatmre* 


of the happiness of heaven, “ We shall be 
like him.” The descriptions with which 
we are favoured of heaven and its happi- 
ness, are negative, rather than positive. 
They tell us of the evils not to be suffered, 
ratlier than of the blessings to be enjoyed. 
“ They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more ; nor shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb, who is in 
the midst of the throne, shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of 
water, and God shall vripe away all tears 
from their eyes ; and there *hall be no 
more death, neither sorrow nor crying; 
neither shall there be any more pain ; there 
shall be no night there ; and there shall be 
no more curse ; and they need no candle, nei- 
therhght of the sun ; for the Lord God giveth 
them light, and they shall reign for ever and 
ever.” But the description given in my 
text is more specific and satisfactory : “ We 
shall be like him.” It must satisfy the most 
enlarged desires of the immortal soul to be 
assimilated to him who is King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Gut bodies, like his, shall 
be gloriously fashioned ; for, renovated and 
rendered immortal, they shall be qualified 
for the exalted and increasing employments 
of the *cele8tial state. Our minds, like his, 
shall be gloriously constituted, for, vigorous 
and pure, they shall be fitted for the noble 
pursuits and sublime contemplations of the 
heavens. Our character, like his, shall be 
glorious, for, freed from all*taint of impurity, 
we shall be arrayed in the robe of his right- 
eousness. Our stations, like his, shall he 
glorious, for we shall be near to that throne 
on which he sits at the right hand of his 
•Father. Our happiness, like his, shall be 
glorious, for we shall possess all we can 
desire or be able to enjoy. Who is not 
tready to say with the Psalmist, “ I shall be 
satisfied when I aw ake with thy likeness ?” 

I remark, thirdly, the means by which 
this assimilation to Christ shall be produced, 
“ We shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is.” To see Christ as he is, shall con- 
stitute an essential and knptwtant part of 
the felicity of heaven. “'The pure in heart 
shall see God.” But the apostle regards 
seeing Christ as he is as the gmnd produc- 
ing cause of’ that assinwlatioii to him, in 
which shall consist the chief peculiarity of 
future bfiss. Iti our present state, behold- 
ing, as in a gkiBS; the glory of the Lord; we 
are changed into the same* image, ilom 
gloij* to glory, M by the Spirit of the Lord. 
If, tbetafore, a' view' of God, as he isrevealtd 
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in his word, transforms us into his i 
how much more e&actous in assimilating 
us to Christ must it be^to behold him ashe^ 
is actually displayed in the heavens. As the 
earth owes all that diversity of light and 
shade with which it is adorned, and all that 
variety of flower and luxuriance of fruit with 
which it is beautified and enriched to tho 
agency of the sun ; so shall the redeemed in 
heaven derive all their beauty, and all tlieir 
blessedness, from the presence of him who 
sits upon the throne. As the face of Moses, 
tvhen he came from the presence of the 
Lord, shone with exceeding brightness, so 
shall the glorified person of the Redeemer 
transform, into a state of corresponding 
splendour, those who encircle his throne. 

remark, fourthly, the time when tlie 
felicity of the sons of God shall be consum- 
mated, “ When he shall appear.” 

Some have maintained that the souls of 
men shall exist in a state of unconsciousness 
from death till the resurrection. But if the 
souls of believers do uot, at their death, 
immediately pass into glory, would He who 
is the God, not of the dead but of the living, 
have said, “ I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?” 
Would Lazarus have been represented as 
seen in Abrahams bosom? Would our 
Lord have said to the thief on the cross, 
“ To-day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise ?” Would Stephen have prayed, “ Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit?” Would Paul 
have said, “ I am in a strait betwixt tw’o, 
having a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ, which is far better?” We are con- 
fident and willing rather to be absent from 
the body and to be present with the Lord. 
Such sayings of the faithful and true wit- 
ness, and of inspired men, are incompatible 
with the notions to which I have alluded. 
The spirits of the just made perfect, alive, 
and active in the heavens, are now inherit- 
ing the promises. Their bliss, however, 
though inconceivably great, is not so full 
and perfect as it is destined to become. 
Not till the second advent of Christ shall 
they be fully like him in honour and happi- 
ness, “ The Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the arch-angel, and with the trump of God.” 
At his mandate the living shall be changed 
and the dead raised. Every eye shall see 
him, arraigned not at Pilate’s bar, but seated 
upon that tribunal before W'hich Pilate him- 
self must stand, arrayed, not in the robe of 
mockery, but in garments of real majesty ; 


wearing, not the crown of thorns, but % 
wreath of unfading glory ; holding in hi® 
.hand, not the reed of derision, but the 
sceptre that sways the universe. “ Before 
him shall be gathered all nations.” And 
from that throne, on which he sits, shall he 
thus address his believing people, “ Come, 
ye blessed of ray Father, inherit the king- ■ 
dom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the w'orld.” Then shall he introduce 
them wdthin the walls of the heavenly Jeru- 
saletu, and present them before the throne 
of his Father, where are fulness of joys, and 
pleasures, for evermore. Then shall be the 
complete manifestations of the sons of God, 
the time whai their bliss shall be consum- 
mated. 

I remark, lastly, the inConeeivable great- 
ness of this future happiness, “ It doth not 
yet appear what wo shall be.” We know 
not what our bodies shall be ; for, as far a? 
the brilliant crystal surpasses the earthy 
matter in which it is imbedded, so far shall 
our glorified bodies transcend those w'e now 
possess. We know not what our minds shall 
be, for much as we now differ from what we 
were in infancy, more shall w'O then surpass 
what W’e now are. We know not what our 
characters shall be; for, more than he who 
is converted to God, differs from this sinner, 
shall this saint in heaven excel the saint oa 
earth. We know not what our happiness 
shall be ; for, “ eye hath not seen, nor hath', 
car heard, neither have entered into th^ 
heart of man to conceive the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him.” 
Great as is the happiness experienced by us 
on earth, in holding fellowship with God, 
and in the exercise of holy affections ; sub- 
lime and splendid as arc the descriptions 
given in the Bible, of this felicity of heaven, 
“ it doth not yet appear what we shall be.” 
The bliss to be enjoyed by the sons of God, 
through eternity, is so vast, and differs so 
much from any happiness experienced on 
earth, that inspiration itself cannot make 
appear “ what we shall be.” Although, like 
Paul, we were caught up into the third 
heaven, the splendours of the throne, the 
glory of him that sits on it, and the brilliant 
array of them that throng around it, would 
so overpower our senses as to unfit us for 
perceiving w’hat w’e shall be. But w e need 
not regret that “ it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be; for there is reason to think 
that the full blaze of that glory, which shall 
vet burst upon our enraptured view, would 
I he too much for our feeble faculties to r ‘ 
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tain, and would unfit us for the necessary interested benevolence ; ** though rich| for 
employments of the world. It is his mercy, your sakes he became poor, that ye, thrt^h 
therefore, and his love, that “ it doth not his poverty, might be rich.” 
yet appear what we shall be.” But I dare not presume that all present 

My Christian brethren, now that ye are are sons of God. In every such assembly 
the sons of God, I would exhort you to act there are children of the wicked one, as well 
in accordance with your noble origin and as “ the children of God, by faith in Christ 
exalted prospects. A son honoureth his Jesus.” If you believe not, without doubt, 
father, cultivate ye reverence for the sacred all that God has revealed, and obey not, 
majesty of God. A son receives his father’s without reserve, all that he hats enjoined ; 
/nstructions, submit ye w^ith child-like doci- if you have not sorrowed for sin and re- 
lity to the authority of God’s word. Aeon nounced it; and if you walk not in love to 
obeys his father’s will, be ye subject to the man, and in fellowship with God, then you 
law of your Creator. A son relies on his are the children of Satan. If you continue 
father’s protection, depend ye on the care thus related to your worst enemy, you know 
and kindness of God. A son submits to his not what shall be your ultimate degradation 
father’s cofirection, be ye resigned to the and misery. Your bodies shall be rendered 
dispensations of providence. A son is inter- immortal, and your minds shall be enlarged, 
ested in the honour of his father’s house, but that they may be susceptible of the 
maintain ye the dignity of your heavenly greater suffering, and capable of sustaining 
Father s family, by means of the sanctity of endless wo. But this melancholy issue oi 
your own character. your sins may be averted. The day of 

And, ray brethren, as you expect to be grace still lasts. The door of mercy is yet 
like Christ hereafter, I would exhort you to open. The proffer of pardon is again made, 
cultivate a resemblance to him here. Like God waits to be gracious. But the seasons 
him, do ye respect^the authority of heaven ; of probation are passing away. Another 
he always did what pleased his Father, year, and your doom may be sealed. To- 
Like him, cultivate ye habits of devotion ; morrow you may stand before the tribuna 
he spent w'hole nights in prayer. Like him, of your Judge. To-night, your trial may 
keep yourselves pure; he did no sin. Like be required of you. Seek the Lord while 
him, cherish humility of mind ; though in the he may be found, call ye upon him while ho 
form of God, and thinking it no robbery to is near. To-day, while you hear his voice, 
be equal with God, he took upon him the harden not your hearts. Hear, and your 
form of a servant, and humbled himself to souls shall live. Amen, 
death. Like him, breathe ye a spirit of dis- 
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Deliver us from evil .*" — Matthew vi. 13. 


Expositors attach various meanings to 
this petition in our Lord’s prayer. Chrysos- 
tom understands it of the devil, the « 
the evil one, who tempts us to do evil, and 
who seduces us from the path of duty. The 
words of our text, when thus explained, may 
be considered as cxegetical of the first part 
of this petition, “ Lead us not into tempta- 
tion.” But we are disposed to adopt the 
meaning which is most generally attached 
to it, and to understand it as praying for 
deliverance from every kind of sin, and 
from every species of evil. Thus explained, 
you will at once see the application which 
we make of it to the prevalent sin of intem- 
perance ; and you will understand our views 
upon this subject, when we cordially pray 
with regard to it, “ Deliver us from evil.” 
Many of you will cordially say, “ Amen’* 
to our prayer, while others will challenge 
its application to the usages of our country. 
We would urge those who are friendly to our 
cause to be mild, and gentle, and temperate, 
in advocating its interests ; and we would 
beg of those who have hitherto disapproved 
of our plans, to give the subject a patient 
and a candid hearing. We ask this in jus- 
tice to ourselves, to the cause which w’e have 
espoused, and to your own characters as 
intelligent and accountable beings. We ask 
it also for the sake of a young and rising 
generation, to whom the eves of the Church 
You V No. 177. 


are directed w ith the deepest interest, as the 
defenders of her bulwarks, the ornament of 
society, and the hope of a succeeding age. 
And we ask it in the name of that Saviour 
whose commission we bear. We speak as 
unto wise men : judge ye what we say. 

In addressing you on this subject, a subject 
which justly occupies the attention of the 
most enlightened philanthropy, wc are aware 
of the difficulty of doing justice to the cause. 
But as we consider neutrality, in all matters 
of Christian morals, to be no less criminal 
than opposition, we willingly sacriBce every 
personal consideration to a sense of impera- 
tive duty. 

The cause in which we are embarked is 
not one of individual interest. It is no per- 
sonal quarrel, in which private friendship 
enlists its advocates and collects its strengtn 
to overcome some secret or avow'ed opposi- 
tion. It is no dogma of sectarian coi^tro- 
versy, in which the blind zeal of the parties 
is a miserable atonement for their want of 
judgment and of Christian charity. Nor is 
it a question of civil polity, framed in oppo- 
sition to the “ powers that be,” and whose 
decision will go far to affect the political 
interests of our country. No ; it is a ques- 
tion of even deeper interest than this, much 
as the principles of constitutional reform 
have agitated our countrymen. It is a mea- 
sure which is based upon the eternal prin- 
R 
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ciples of truth, and which involves the inte- 
rests of nature and of man — the privileges 
of our country, and the happiness of our 
race 1 It is a cause whose primary object 
it is to emancipate the inhaijitants of the 
British isles in gerrepa^, anil df thill- ireigh- 
bourhood in particular, fiP'Ora a far" more 
dreadful slavery than that of Egyptian 
bondage, and from a far more terrible fa- 
mine than that of bread and of water. It is 
a measure whoso object it is remove the 
scales of intellectual and moral darkness 
from the mind ; to burst those chains which 
immorality has forged, and which an incon- 
siderate and criminal compliance wiih the 
habits of society has fettered down to the 
claims of imperative custom ; to elevate 
man above the brutes that perish ; and to 
render his present character and conduct wor^ 
thy of his glorious destinies in a better w'oild. 

But though these are our professed arrd 
our real designs, yet there are many great, 
and good, and honourable meil who deny 
us their co-operation, arid refuse to assist 
us. They say, that they wish us success in 
our efforts to stem the torrent, and to arrest 
the tide of wretchedness, of profligacy, and 
of crime, which pours through the flood- 
gates of intern peranco, and' yet they decline 
to givo US their personal support] They 
say, that they wish us success in our ai^ 
duous and difficult enterprise, in rousing the 
infatuated drunkard from bis moral slumber, 
on the very verge of destruction, and yet 
their cry is not mingled with ours, in warn- 
ing him of his terrible dainger I They say, 
that they wish us success In a cause wliose 
operations Will preserve the lovely, the 
tender* and the yOuiig, from that moral 
contamination which dies not with the body', 
which enters the very soul, which chills the 
warm blood of ingenuous youth, withers the 
bloom^ of manhood’s prinie, and blasts the 
last' hop^ of sinking ycarsi and - yet they 
shrink rtttm ihe' banners w'e unfurl I They 
say, that they wishus sucoess in our efforts 
to arrest' the drunkard in his wild and wicked 
career; to convert the tattered misery of his 
family into neataeUs and comfort ; and to 
change the dbode of irreguiarity and clriine 
into order and deoeiteyi and yet they leave 
us to etf uggle idonO I They say, that they 
wish us> success in our endearouss to coun- 
teract the desolating ravages of intemper- 
ance, and yet -they refuse us the 'weight and 
the inflOhnee of their name! They say^ 
that they with nU men to be sober, and tem- 
pomta, and moral, and yM they cannot see 
ItUielr duty to emhaffk^wUh ut in t^-nohle 
mxmel 


To some, it may appear a very hazardous 
experiment to attempt to reconcile these 
iCjqjressions of sympathy and of good w'ilJ 
with so much cold neutrality. Nor shall wo 
at present undertake the solution of such a 
m^ab fsrol^lfern.* And, altiiengh thc-i^ms- 
"tofle test of ebaritybw hiCh the 

mail who says to a needy brother, “ Re ye 
clothed, and be ye warmed,” and yet minis- 
ters not to bis uecessiiies, starts up fresh 
into oiir remembrance, yet we would not, 
we cannot, we dare not impugn the motives 
of these men, however boldly we may ques- 
tion the eoiiclusioris to which they have 
come. But, while w^e refrain from sitting 
in judgment on the motives of those who 
differ so widely from us, concerning the best 
means for breaking down the strongholds 
of intemperance, and for repelling its deso- 
lating career among all that is delicate and 
lovely in our land, we cannot permit t!uj 
finger of suspicion to be pointed at our- 
selves. We claim the very same privilege 
that wo freely grant to those who refuse us 
their co-of eratioii ; vve challenge the same 
freedom of thought ; and we exercise the 
same unfettered liberty of action. Nor do 
w e stop here. As the principles which w e 
'avow' directly check the present habiWatul 
customs of society ; as they not only dctAi' 
from the lips of the drunkard that clip Which' 
but “increases his madness and confirm^ Iflis' 
despair, but stamp -with disapprobation thW’ 
indulgences of the virtuous and the sobidft ; 
as they not only sweep the orgies of de- 
bauchery from the haunts of dissipation and' 
the abodes of crime; but also baui^ih every' 
thing like our acClistotned artificial Cbrlvfc 
viality from the dwellings of the rig" 
we state them -plainly, and we court 
nation. The objects which 'wO have iit 
view, the system of means which We brlh^g 
into operation for the accomplishment Of 
these objects, and the principles on whleh- 
we claim not only the toleranOe, but alsd thi6' 
positive and the active co-opefatiOri of every 
rational and of every Christian man, arfe 
folded with a plainness that defies rnlsap^ 
prehension, although they may nbt 
mand the approbation of all. - if WO ate in 
error On any one of these' poltifS, and no- 
thing else can warrant a raliorial being, far 
less a ChrigtiaB, in withholding his support, 
the' error shoflld be detected, and the piiblid 
should be made aware of our smooth cottt- 
plexloned deceit. But if we are not in errOt ; 
if the object which we have in vieW is goOd^ 
and if the means w hich we employ ate kiWi 
ful, and efficient, and practicable, thOA Wd 
have a right to dertta^, b 
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e, Qot only the tolerance, but also the 
’t and the cordial, exertioiis of every 
•of the cross. If we are not in error, 
ilh^n we have a ri^Jit to enrol amonjy our 
friends every follower of tbe divine Saviour, i 
,to chalie»»^fe us our own every watehinau on | 
bufw'arlws, u^nl to claiiu the personal 
.^xerjLio4i3 ,of every captain, of tl»e hosts of 
tJie God, of Israel. 

What, then, is.tho^^bject which wc have 
in view ? 

To reclaim the drunkard. 

This is one of our direct objects. And 
is tliere a .single individual licre, who reads 
und vyho believes his Eible to he the W’ord 
of God, who would ; withstand us in our 
labour t)f love ? Can any one of you read 
the Apostle’s command to the Christians 
that were at Home, “ Let us w alk honestly 
as iu tlie day; not in rjoling and in druuk- 
eimess,” (Horn xiii. 18,) and yet say that 
Qur object is bad ? Qan you read the so> 
Icmn warnings of the wise man, “ Be not 
among wine-bibbers, for the drunkard and 
the glutton shall come to poverty,” (Ptov, 
Kxiii. 20.) and yet think that we jure over- 
stepping our commission V Is there a good 
ipaii here, who reverences the Saviour’s 
aidhority, and yet condemns us for adopting 
his a^ectionate address to his chosen friends, | 
“ Take heed to yourselves, lest at any tiino j 
your hearts be overcharged with surlelting 
and, drunkenness y” Luke xxi. 34. Is there 
a brother present who reads the Spirit’s 
commund tp.the Corinthian church, “ Now 
I have written to you not tp keep company, 
if ariy man that. is culled a brother be a tpr- 
i^ieatpr, or a drunkard ; with such a Que 
no, not to cat,” (1 Cor. v. 11,) and yet who 
blatues us fpr restoring such a one to his 
fe-iends, his family, ajid tlie church? Is there 
a single parent here who would prevent us 
frpin telling his prodigal son, “ Be not de- 
ceived : neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor drunkards, shall, inherit the kingdom, of 
God ? 1 Cor. yi. 0. Is there a mother in 
existence, whose heart is bound up in her | 
lost boy, wliose affectiQns yearn over his j 
W^iyvvard wanderings, who reads and who i 
believes the declarations of God, “ Now the 
, works of thodesh are manilest, which are 
ihese ; adultery, murders, drunkenness, 
re veil jugs, and such like ; of the which 1 
tell you before, as I have also told you in 
tjiue past, that they who do such things 
slialljiot, inherit the kingdom of Godf”bGal. 
y. IP,} and yet could that mother blame , us 
for reclaiming the son of her love ? Can 
any one of you read the terrible doom of 
ihp drunkard, and yet.jsay that our object is 


bad ? the contBajfy» . is it not worthy- of 
tho enlightened age ia which we live ; is it 
not worthy pf the opuntry that gave us 
birth ; and is it not worthy of our own 
characters, as men, as Chrjstians, and as 
ministciia, of the Gospel of Christ ? Con- 
_ this, sur-aly* there can be but one 
Opinion. The Christian and the moralist, 
the man of tlie world and the secluded rc- 
clusc, the. metaphysician and tlm divine-^all 
.uursJt join issue here. Even the drunkard 
himself must admit that our object is i*nex- 
ceptionably good. 

j But, w hiJe the reclai ming of the drunkard 
j is with us a subject of the deepest interest, 
there is yet anotlmr which commands our 
warmest sympathies, to which our attention 
is principally directed, and concerning which 
our hpjms are highest — -we wish to preserve 
the young and the rising generation from 
becomiug drunkards. Nor is it possible to 
condemn our object here. Those argu- 
ments which justify our efforts to. save a bro- 
ther from a, drunkard's grave, and from a 
dr^jinkard’s. destiny, will warrant us in rais- 
ing the blaming beacon over those dangerous 
rocks w here the inexperienced and the young 
a tptnl wreck of every thing that is 
Ic in character, that gives a grace to 
life, and thatjinparkB a relish to human e^dst' 
ence. Nor have w e in This department to 
struggle against the (dree of inveterate 
habit. 3u^ as it is much easier to truin.the 
gentle osier to our will, than to straighten 
the knotty oak, whose bend grew in the 
twig, so U is a much more hopeful enter- 
prise to preserve the young from the con- 
taminating inftuence of intemperance, than 
to break down tbe confirmed habits of him 
who is practised in crimp, and hardened in 
the heroism of the intoxicating bowl ; for 
“ sooner shall the Ethiopian change his 
skin, ;and the leopard his spot3, than those 
who urc accustomed. to do evil shall learn to 
dp w ell.” While Uie same inspired volume 
deolures for opr ertcouragement, that “ il'we 
train up a. child iu the way in which ho 
should go, w hen he is old he w'ill not depart 
from it.” Can any one} of you then say, 
dare any one of you, affirm, that our object 
is.bad, when, in the combined character of 
a father, a friettd, and a spiritual guide, we 
w ouhl warp the young, of; the mature and of 
the necessary consequences of intemper- 
anpq, and, extend the hand, of pity to save a 
brother -from a drunkards doom? Qonconi- 
,ing the object, therefore, which we ffiavo in 
view, there is not, there cannot be any 
diversity of opinion. And for tliia part of 
our subject wc ara fully ' 
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ing the cordial support of every man who 
considers the Word of God to be the rule 
of our duty, the only infallible standard of 
faith and of practice. 

How, then, are we to accomplish these 
objects that are so highly desirable ? By 
what means shall we reclaim the drunkard, 
and preserve the sober from the desolating 
ravages of intemperance ? Is the plan that 
wo propose as unexceptionable as the object 
which we have in view ? Is it efficient, is 
it lawful, and is it practicable ? Of all this 
tliere is not a shadow of doubt in our own 
minds ; for the simple remedy that we pro- 
pose is. 

Absolute abstinence from all intoxicating 
/Kpiors. 

It is quite unnecessary for us to enter 
into any definition of intoxicating liquors. 
We are by no means called upon to state 
the component parts of each, from the sim- 
ple wines of Judea, to the more adulterated 
vintages of modern Europe ; from the nox- 
ious preparations of our sister kingdom, vul- 
garly but emphatically denominated “ blue 
ruin,” to the still more pungent cups of our 
higher latitudes, in order to fix their respec- 
tive characters. The skill of the chemist is 
not necessary here; for, without knowing 
any thing about the different proportions of 
alcohol, which different liquors contain, 
ivery man of common sense can promptly 
distinguish betwixt what intoxicates and 
what does not. Every man, possessing the 
most ordinary claims to the exercise of 
reason, cun easily understand this radical 
distinction. Whatever destroys the nicely 
balanced faculties of the mind; by what- 
ever name it may be called ; whatever 
tends to confound all moral distinctions; 
whatever precipitates the judgment ; what- 
ever gives the character of rashness to the 
conduct ; whatever bewilders the mind, dims 
the eye, and falters the tongue ; whatever 
gives artificial excitement to the animal 
economy, stimulating the system, and in- 
flaming the blood ; whatever has the slight- 
est tendency to this, must be denominated 
intoxicating, and ranked in that class of 
liquors which w’e proscribe. 

Nor do we expose ourselves to the charge 
of ingratitude to God for the bounties of his 
providence, by banishing from our table 
these intoxicating liquors. No man, when 
seated at table, ever thinks of partaking in- 
discriminately of all that affluence has com- 
manded, and that luxury has with lavish 
hand supplied. But the circumstance of 
bis making a selection in what he cats and 
drinks, can never be construed into any 


thing like a feeling of ingratitude for those 
delicacies which his taste may refuse ; and 
if mere animal taste may w'ith the utmost 
propriety make a selection of the bounties of 
providence, when seated around the festive 
board, on what principles of reason and of 
common sense, not to say politeness, shall 
we deny the same freedom of choice to the 
Christian w^ho refrains from different, but 
not less noble motives? Is it polite, or 
manly, or rational, to bring the ungenerous 
charge of ingratitude to God against one 
man, for rejecting some things on the prin- 
ciples of the purest Christian benevolence to 
his fellow-men ; and, at the same time, to 
stamp with approbation the conduct of ano- 
ther man who, it may be, rejects the very 
same things, on the principles of respect to 
his personal health, the customs of polished 
life, or the dictates of correct taste ? Let 
no such inconsistency, as unjust as it is 
ungenerous, find a place in our bosom. But 
while we show our respect for the ordinary 
claims of society, let us manifest a still 
deeper reverence for the principles of en- 
lightened Christian benevolence. 

Concerning all that we have said, we con- 
sider it quite impossible for any one to ad- 
vance the very shadow of an objection. Nor 
can it be urged, that the plan which we pro- 
pose would prove inefficient. It is only 
necessary for us to say, that our plan is, 
absolute abstinence from all intoxicating 
liquors, in order to silence every objector 
on this ground. It is physically impossible 
that the drunkard shoiiid continue such, or 
that the sober should ever be led astray, if 
this rule is observed. This truth is so palpable, 
self-evident, and irresistible, that it would 
be an insult to your understandings to sup- 
port it by an argument, or to recount its 
evidence in detail. 

But it is quite possible for our object to 
be good, and for our plan to be efficient., 
and yet to be unlawful. As the end will 
never sanctify the means, our remedy must 
be lawful, as well as efficient ; for in no 
single instance are we warranted in accom- 
plishing even the greatest good, by means that 
are, in the slightest degree, morally wrong 
It is right for us to secure a competent por- 
tion of the good things of this life, by dili- 
gence and industry ; for this is obtaining a 
good end by unexceptionable means. But 
we dare not attempt the very same object 
by dishonesty, robbery, or murder. In like 
manner we are not at liberty to reclaim the 
drunkard, or to preserve the young, from a 
career that is as destructive to the soul as 
to the body, but by means that are^rfectly 



.THE SGOTTfSH PULPIT. 


i?i97 


IjiwBjI. : And 4Jpon no. other jprioei pie jcan 
m^ iclalin thesuppoit of onr felilouvr.hnstians 
It ia particular* uni of ourapeoies universally. 
cBut even here- we seek for no ooncealment, 
^’e fear no uivestigatioav we tire ad no as- 
' isault. We feel a peHect consciousness of 
.♦satisfaction in the lawfulfwjss of our plan. It 
is far.retaoved,. evofttabove: the possibility of 
. su3()ioion. 

For tho timth of this we directly appeal 
to the Scriptures, the only infUllible stand- 
ard of faith and of jn'actice. But through- 
out the Sacred Volume there is not a single 
precei)t that condemns, directly or by im- 
. plication, the most |)erfect abstinence from 
all Intoxicating liquors. On the contrary ^ 
the use of rgi rung drink is every where con- 
demned, under penalties of tlnj; most awful 
oliaracter. To tliis prohibition there are 
onl}" two exceptions, I he first occurs in 
Deut. xiv. *26, vvliere the ceremonial law 
permitted the pious Hebrews to use strong 
drink once every year, on a day of public 
thanksgiving. Hut the ciroumstances of this 
. *p»nnis3ion, connected as it was with reli- 
gious duties, require only to bo stated, to 
show its perfect consistency with the spirit 
: of our measures. 'I'lie second exception to 
^this scriptural coiidemnatioii of the usoi of 
.iatoxica<.hig liquors. occurs in Prov. xxxi. 0,; 
whore the wise inan says, “ Give strong | 
drink to him that is ready to. perish, and! 

to those that be of a heavy heart." 
But this command is as cotisisteiit with the 
i»spirit of our principles, as it is intutiisou with 
the • dictates of uei^soa and i the 'ciuims of 
; common setise. iindecd, in a medical point 
of view, wet conritler stimulating liquors, 
'when jKoperly administered, to be not only 

• useful, but highly necessary— when the phy- 
sical energies are sinking jKjrlmps under a 
sttrgical operation, or when the system is 

to the eouihined influence of -cold 
of wetness of any kind. In such cir- 
cumstanees as tiiese, iwe w'ould. exactly tbU 
Jb-w the wise man’s tlirections,' and Give 

♦ strong drink to him that is ready to perish, 
and wine to those, tluit, he of a heavy heart.” . 

» But so far is this from giving any couiite- I 
nance to the use of strong drink, that it is a 
direct and a positive law to the contrary. 
TJievery fad of this shigle exception being 
pointed out by the Spirit of God, is a de- 
cided . evidence that its ordinary use w'as 
eondeaimed. 

And although the simple wines of Judea, 
which might resemble the least iutoxicating 
. of the coutinenLal vintages, were permitted 
to be inode.rately.'Osed by the Israelites, on 
> «ec9unt of their, local ©irciwnstances, yet 


♦ absiokiteobslimnenct^irom inwolired 

imeither tndBuorah^oilh 'norki opporition to 
Kthe dtvdnedaw. dAnd tbe reason is perfectly 
obvious : there was; <no dogislati ve enact- 
ment ©pon the..sa^*ect. They were left 
perfectly > «t ftheir libcnrfcy to drink temper- 
ately, or to refrain. Ttei moderate use of 
such liquors, the refore^ was; perfectly lawful, 
and absolute abstinence^ ^om them was 
equally BO. 

BuU in some cases, absolute absthteace 
from even these simple' wines was com- 
manded by God; which scouts for ever the 
idea of this being unla\vful or morally wTong. 
The priests of the Lord were required “ to 
drink neither wine nor strong drink,” when 
they were toperformany of services of the 

taberivacle. And this was to be “ a statute 
for ever throughout their generations.” Lev. 
X. 9. Accordingly, Paul says, that Chris- 
tian ministers and' deacons must not ' be 
“ given towinc.” 1 Tim. iii. 3, 8. And, from 
his admonition to Timothy, to use a little 
wine medieiniilly, wc are fnlly warranted to 
conclude, that he lived up to the letter, as 
w'ell a* the^ spirit of this law. Nazarites, 
too, were at all . times commanded to abstain 
! from the use of wine. Num. vi, 3. “ Nor is 
j it’ forcings to drink 'wine, O Lemuel, or for 
I princes to drink strong drink; lest they 
drink, and ibrget. the; law, und pervert the 
judgment of any of tUe afllicicd.” Proverbs 
xxxi, 4. 

If . ihe plan of absolute abstmence from 
the use of all itiioxicating liquors,; there&>re, 
is ‘Unlawful, it is ' neither the letter nor the 
spirit of the Bible that makes it* so. Nor 
are wofuware of any civil enactment having 
the slightest .daims i <upoR our respect that 
o>ppose3; our operations. Even in the circles 
of polished life; and in the very highest 
walks, of society,, the royal law of liberty 
('Esther i. 8.) is foully recognised. All arc 
: left to their -ow n discretion- in the choice of 
their liquors, >and in their. use. They may 
select, they may use indiscriminately^ or 
they may abstain altogether. The laws 
neither of God nor of man have taken away 
this natural privilege, nor will tlie habits o? 
good society impugn its exercise. By what 
law, then* and upon what principles can our 
proposition be condemned ? If -there is any 
such law, we are totally ignonrant of its exist- 
entje ; if there are such imnciples, Uiey are 
not in the Word of God ; and if there are 
such maxims in society, we have never recog- 
nised their operation. But there is no law, 
either human or divine ^ there is no priiiiciplo 
in moral aoieiice ^ there is no nule of ^ 
duct c in social life ; • thci» ar« ' no * « 
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worthy, of a moment's consideration, that 
can legitimately arrest our progress, or cir- 
cumscribe our benevolent design. Our 
object is unquestional^ good ; the proposed 
remedy is perfectly efficient ; while its law- 
fulness is obvious to a moral demonstration. 

Concerning the practicability of our plan, 
there can be no doubt. All that is required 
here is so perfectly negative, that every 
age, and sex, and condition, and class, meet 
upon the very same footing. They are 
equally called to refrain ; and, for this, the 
peasant is as much fitted as the prince, the 
servant as his lord, the humble poor as the 
lettered sage . To comply with our principles, 
and to carry our plans into operation, will 
deprive us of no real pleasure. Cicero tells 
us, that Epicurus himself, who considered 
animal pleasure to be the only true happi- 
ness, was the most temperate man of his 
age ; and that he spent more oil in his lamp 
than wine in his bottle. Nor will com- 
pliance with our rules risk our health. An- 
cient, as well as modern, physicians declare, 
that intemperance is the universal parent of 
disease. It will neither damp our natural 
courage, nor suppress the native impulses 
of the generous mind, nor quench the ar- 
dour of the patriot's breast. The Spartans 
were the most generous of men — daring to 
a fault, and devoted to a proverb ; and yet 
they hated intemperance. They trained 
their children on tne principles of the most 
rigid abstinence, and exposed their slaves 
to them when intoxicated, to excite their 
abhorrence of this brutal vice. To be tem- 
perate, imposes no tax, to which the poor 
man's circumstances are not commensurate. 
It creates no invidious distinctions in social 
life or in society. It draws neither upon 
our time, nor our talents, nor our purse, 
and it interferes with no one’s occupation. 
All, from the highest to the lowest, from the 
richest to the poorest, from the most talented 
to the rudest part of mankind — all meet here 
on an equal footing — all appear to equal 
advantage ; and all can, with equal dfex- 
terity, ease, and conveniency, discharge the 
duties of membership. 

What objection, then, can be rsused 
l^inst the principles of temperance socie- 
ties ? The object which we propose, is to re- 
llaim the drunkard, and to preserve the sober. 
And who that believes his Bible dare' say 
that this is even questionable ? The remedy 
that we propose, is absolute abstinence. | 
And who can lay claim to common sense, 
and yet dispute its efficiency ? The plan 
that has been suggested, when tested by 
the divine law, the principles of natural jus- 


tice, and the approved example of goon 
society, is demonstratively lawful. And to 
deny its practicability would be to dispute 
the free agency of man ; not to say the his- 
tory of temperance societies, from the first 
efforts and the feebler struggles of their in- 
fancy, to the gathered energies and the 
bolder darings of their mowing manhood. 

What, then, is the character of that man 
who cares only for himself, and who can 
refuse to do so much good to his fellow-men, 
by means that are at once efficient, lawful, 
and practicable ? He is, in every sense of 
the expression, worse than a useless member 
of society. The world in which he lives, 
for whose welfare and happiness he cares 
nothing, is not benefited by him. He is a 
mere excrescence in the social body, answer- 
ing no valuable p^urpose voluntarily, at least, 
by his being. The man who seeks not the 
happiness of others, stands alone, separated 
from all the myriads of God’s creatures. 

But we have an imperishable clmm 
upon the countenance and the support of 
every man who professes to be a Christian. 
In the Bible, which we all profess to be- 
lieve and to obey, we learn that love is the 
sum and the substance of religion ; or, in 
the words of Christ, “ the fulfilling of the 
law.” Towards God it must be supreme, 
and towards all our fellow-men sincere. 
This is the commencement of religion ; and 
when purified from every degree of selfish- 
ness, it is its perfection. It b the law of 
love that binds all holy creatures to one 
another, and which will for ever bind the 
whole to God. But this love, wherever it 
exists, will lead us irresbtibly to do good 
to all, provided the means are practicable, 
efficient, and lawful. This principle is in- 
culcated in the letter and in the spirit of the 
sacred oracles ; for the very essence of all 
practical religion cries out, in the still small 
voice of the Gospel, ” Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself." But does that man 
fulfil this law who refuses to save a brother 
from a drunkard’s grave and from a drunk- 
ard’s destiny? We need not wait to give 
a formal answer to our question. The mat- 
ter is far too palpable to admit of either a 
shuffling, an evasive, or an artful reply. 

And what b the excuse by which such 
men justify themselves? Why will they 
not abstain from the use of all intoxicating 
liquors, when it is perfectly lawful and easy 
to do so ; when the adoption of thb measure 
would be of such incmculable advantage^ 
and when morality and religion, when the 
Gospel of Jesus begs in pity for the sacri^ 
fice ? It b jittt because they think thai 
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‘it docs them jjood,” and adds “to their 
comfort.** This is the amount of their jus- 
tification, and on this they plead for a fa- 
vourable verdict ! And can the Christian 
say 80, for whom the Saviour suffered, and 
bled, and died ? Can the Christian say so, 
and yet remember the Saviour’s declaration, 

Hereby shall men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye love one another?” Can 
the Christian say so, and yet understand 
the test of character which the Saviour pre- 
scribes, “ If ye love me, ye will keep my 
commandments ?’* Can the Christian say, 
without a blush, that he will not sacrifice 
“ all the good and all the comfort” that the 
use of spirits confers, if it may be the pro- 
bable means of saving a single immortal 
soul from present misery and from everlast- 
ing ruin ? “ O tell it not in Gath ; publish 

it not in Askelon, lest the daughter of the 
uncircumcised should rejoice.” 

But, leaving for a moment the high van- 
tage ground to which the Gospel exalts our 
claims ; laying aside the Bible, whoso prin- 
ciples no good man will resist ; and waving 
all reference to the Saviour’s authority, to 
which every Christian should bow, we have 
a right, upon the principles of expediency 
alone, to demand the assistance and the co- 
operation of every man whose heart is not 
hardened like the nether-millstone, insensi- 
ble to the sufferings of humanity, and in- 
different to all the charities of life. Cast, 
for a single moment, all the good, the com- 
fort, and the convivial enjoyment that have ^ 
ever resulted from the temperate use of in- j 
toxicating liquors, into the scales, against ] 
which are balanced its wretchedness, its j 
misery, and its utter ruin, and what is the 
amount of its good but the sighs and the 
tears of beggared millions ? — what is the sum 
of its comfort but the haggard triumphs of 
misery over personal happiness and domes- 
tic enjoyment ? — and what are all its con- 
vivial pleasures but the frantic delirium of 
the hopeless and the perished soul ? Grant- 
ing, for the sake of the argument, that in- 
toxicating liquors are all that their most 
devoted admirers say of them, is that man’s 
heart in its right place who would not cheer- 
fully sacrifice the whole for the sake of a 
fellow-creature ? Admitting all, and ten 
thousand times more than has ever yet been 
wTitten, said, or sung in praise of intoxi- 
cating liquors, can this be placed for a mo- 
ment in competition with the happiness of 
a father, or a brother, or a “ bosom friend, 
dearer than all?’* Is there a parent here, ' 
who feels all the rising tenderness and all | 
the elevated emotion of a father’s breast, as 


with exulting complacency he ga^s on ttie 
daughter of bis love, expanding into all the 
cJ'.aste and retiring modesty of womanhood, 
and could that parent sacrifice all his glori 
ous host of feelings in that daughter’s ruin 
for such a paltry recompense ? Is there a 
mother before me, whoso enduring tender- 
ness for the son of her love transcends all 
the other affections of the heart, whose spirit 
dwells w’ith proud satisfaction on the grow- 
ing virtues of his manhood, and whose bosom 
glow's with the bright and the generous 
promise of his riper years, who could, with- 
out the bitterest emotion, see her towering 
hopes laid prostrate in the finished profli- 
gacy of her son ? Could that mother con- 
sent to this for all the happiness that w'ine 
could confer, and for all tne pleasure that 
spirits could bestow'? Or could any one 
deliberately engage in such a brutal barter ? 
And where is the ruthless hand, and the 
still more ruthless heart, that could balauce 
the sober folly of the temperate drinker 
with the blasted glory of a brother’s crime, 
with the wild distraction of a ruined sister’s 
shame, with the bitter anguish of a mother’*? 
desolate bosom, or with the deeper sorrows 
of a father’s sterner w'O? Will not the 
youth, and the beauty, and the innocence, 
and the bright loveliness of woman, con- 
verted into the repulsive loathsomeness of 
female degradation, and the unblushing 
effrontery of a hardened, shameless brow'-— 
will not such a painful spectacle as this 
move the coldest heart to pity, and dash for 
ever from the lips the cup of temperate in- 
dulgence ? Look, too, at the rising man- 
hood of youth, and the lofty bearing of his 
conscious integrity, and the kindling emo- 
I tions of his generous mind, and the noble 
career of his advancing probity and honour, 
and see them changed into blasted reputa- 
tion, abandoned recklessness of conduct, 
aud contemptible meanness of feeling ; and 
say, if all this can daily pass in review be- 
fore your eyes, and yet prevent you not 
from mingling the intoxicating bowl ? Can 
you give the slightest countenance to those 
practices which have made our children 
fatherless, our women widow's, and our pa- 
rents childless? Can you welcome that to 
your table which has taken from so many 
the necessaries of life ; driven them home- 
less, pennyless, and fidendless, from their 
kindred, and made them vagabonds and 
fugitives on the face of the earth ? Can you 
indulge in its dangerous comforts, and in all 
the self-complacency of its oblivious excite- 
ment, lay your head on the pillow of ur.- 
broken re»)ose, regardless of the countless 
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; kaB‘b«Hfg4it‘ta 8leepJ€fif tothe ^th 

^sofrdw ; from the' shivewngf'wsiKJtch' whom Can he tnake it a&^niesliaiij’ whether or not 

‘'stwves, to the faHen aister whom it feeds he should make teveiii far? greater aacrHicca 
‘ ‘wwmwood, mingled with gall ; from than those whichiout plans propose for the 
^the merciless 'homicide whom it prisons in purpose of doing so ^ipnch" good ? Or can 
the dark and grated dimgeon, to the fet- he soberly balaiicejthe healthy delirium of 
♦ered wurderer for whom it prepares the *his temperate ? indulgences with the high 
-’ignoinimous scaffold, an unhonoured grave, and the dignified satisfaction of sacrificing 
and an ingferious name? And is this tho such artificial comforts for the sake of a 
dreadful price at which* we are to purchase -sister^s happiness, that “ sober certainty of 
all the alleged advantages of intoxicating waking »biiss?’'* 

"Ikpiors ; from the inspiration of that royal But we have done. 

'tjuaffing which »8hook high Oiym[)us with its Tho object which w e havein view.is un- 
•rcVielry, to tho wild ravings of that mad in- questionably good ; the remedy which w c 
"temperance W'hich confounds all distinc- propose is lawful, efficient, and practicable ; 
tionsin its dronketr independence j from the= the sacrifice of personal comfort; which our 
'Tabled glories of the ancient Bacobaiial, to [dans involve is demanded upon the -princi- 
the still more fabled “ comforts” of the pics of the purest Christian benevolence; 
modern temperate drinker ? Look also at and expediency begs in pity for the long 
the tattered and the famished child of the resisted concession. There: arc thousands 
drunkard ; ’ visit his comfortless dwelling, of other arguments ioffavour of our subject, 
scan the appearance of that once lovely to w'hicli we Tiavot. never alluded ; mnd the 
"and delicate form, whose graceful presence only difficulty that we have felt in address- 
CKcitcd thefinest feelings of a parent’s breast, ing you, has arisen from the necessity of 
'tmd threw on all around a spell of nKuc leaving unnoticedi such on abundance of rich 
refinement and of deeper interest far ; and and overwhelming evidence. Even mow we 
say still if you will not abandon the prac- are compelled to practice * self-denial still 
ticC? Her womanly pride strives in vain fUrtherv and to close our address when the 
to conceal what the utter mockery of her discussion is scarcely begun, 
dress ‘betrays ; the faded 'form, the dejected Pause not, then, ye aged fathers that are 
air, the emaciated countenance, and the aroundms in oni bracing our cause, lest the 
look of conscious degradation that glistens i>rodigality; of your children should bring 
through the traitor tcan reveal those raoul- your grey hairs with sorrow to the grave; 
dering’ tropliies by which misery onarks its hesHate not, ye warm-hearted and bigh- 
'trhimphs over youth, and healih, and hap- minded youth that are before us, in rallying 
piwess ; while she clasps her infant offspring round our standard, lest ye fall before llie 
to her breast, to conceal, in its tender em- desolating progress of mtemperance ; delay 
■ braces, the hectic glow of mingled shame not ye who constitute the tenderest part of 
and disease I No complaint is hoard, for our audience, delay not in giving impulse to 
the author of her sorrow is the husband of a struggle which involves all that is dear to 
*'her youth; and no reproach escapes her your hefarts, and which, by your personal 
lips, for the source of her suffering is the influence, may yet save from destruction a 
father of her boy ! ^ But the very silence of father, or a brother, or a “bosom friend, 
her sorrow 'proclaims 'the lost endearments dearer than all I” Let all with generous 
of her home, and the tengueless wrecks of ardour engage in' 1;he glorious contest — a 
domestic happiness are eloqnoiit of her wo. contest which bears the'oharacter of genuine 
And are the pitiful comforts, for which the magnificence*^a contest which has for its 
sober self-complacent man so heartlessly object the happiness of man and the glory 
pleads, the slightest compensation for so of God — ^ contest W’hose triumphs are the 
much personal and looniest ic desolation? pleasures of drome and the endearments of 
Where is the mauithat could hesitate 'be- the social circle-^a contest which is identi- 
twixt the unequal wlternative of indulging | fied with the achievements of the cross, and 
in those cold-hearted comforts w hich w'hose trophies will mingle with tho splendid 
petoate so much human misery, or of relin- realities of* an eternal world ] 
quishing such paltry gratifications for such 
glorious advantages ? Can any man, upon 

the principles of expediency alone, p'AUse ^ MiUon'i < omu*. 
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I go mourning all the day long "' — Psalm xxxviii. 6. 


Men and brethren, king David of Israel 
appears to have been a man warmly pos- 
sessed of the most acute and tender sensi- 
bility in feeling— a man whose whole heart and 
soul was ever keenly and tenderly alive to 
the kindness of his friends, as well as capa- 
ble of being deeply wounded by their con- 
temptuous neglect or unkindness. The 
psalm from which our text has been select- 
ed, is characterized as being a psalm de- 
signed to bring to his remembrance things 
that were past; and from the complexion 
of the impression thereby produced upon 
his mind, we clearly learn that the things 
they brought to his remembrance must have 
been very bitter and painful— highly dis- 
honourable to God, as well as hurtful to 
himself or others. It was, indeed, nothing 
else than the pungent remembrance of his 
past transgressions which thus made him to 
walk so disconsolately, and so much grieved 
and downcast in spirit, even “ mourning all 
the day long.” 

It is deeply to be lamented that we, the 
mortal and frail children of men, are so 
thoroughly and perversely depraved in both 
head and heart, as thus wickedly and un- 
gratefully to sin against that great God who 
is confessedly our best friend and most 
bountiful benefactor ; but having once 
sinned, (and, alas! which of us has not 
repeatedly and most perversely sinned 
against this God ?) the next most hopeless 
and death-devoted mark, is to perceive such 
guilty creatures, so deeply debased in judg- 
ment, and so polluted ly impure in affection, 
walking erectly and proudly as if no evil nor 
crime could be laid to our charge. Such 
conduct is remarkably descriptive of the 
character of Satan and the fallen angels, 
who are spoken of as having been for ever 
driven out from heaven. It is not less 
vividly descriptive also of the present cha- 
racter of many of the dark-hearted follow- 
ers of Satan now^ on earth. But, with all 
the right-hearted and humble followers of 
the Holy Lamb of God, the case is widely 


I different ; for, loving the Lord their God 
I with all their heart, and soul, and strength, 

, and mind, and ever delighting not a little 
I in the promoting of the honour of his name, 
I and the cause of his gospel truth, they ever 
painfully feel deeply grieved, under every 
■ fresh discovery in themselves, of any thing 
hateful in the sight, or grieving to, the Holy 
I Spirit of God. 

I Now, when such a repentant and grieved 
or sin-sick sinner first becomes fully awak- 
ened to a true perception of his miserably 
I rebellious, and eternal death-devoted coii- 
dition and prospects, and when fearful aud 
I trembling in heart, he first begins seriously 
to look around him for relief or help, what 
docs he behold ? If he look upw'ards to 
heaven, he clearly perceives an holy and 
sin-avenging God, who has long and kindly 
befriended him much, but against whom he 
has most wickedly and ungratefully been 
rising up every day in impious rebellion, now 
terribly girding on the fury of his irresistible 
strength fearfully to execute merited ven- 
geance upon his helpless head. If, under 
this alarming impression, he look down- 
wards to hell, what does he behold ? He 
vividly perceives the lake which, in the 
Gospel, is spoken of as ever burning with 
fire and brimstone, just yawning beneath, 
open and ready to receive him alive. If, 
under this terrific impression he anxiously 
look around him upon the world for help, 
what does he behold? He most vividly 
perceives it all in flames — its immoral pro- 
pensities and passions all furiously excited, 
and glow ing to scorch him as with the brand 
of destruction. If, shuddering in horror- 
struck amazement at such an outward re- 
view', he timidly, but anxiously look inw'ard 
upon his own conscience and heart, what 
does he behold ? He instantly and pain- 
fully discerns the worm that dielh not, just 
fatdly laying hold upon his heart, and anx- 
iously trying in every possible manner of 
way so to fasten its morbid tooth in his soul, 
that it may therein for ever abide, most 
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ila«tmctvvely ai^d m^erably tormontwig’ him. 
And if, like the wounded Israelites, who 
had been bitten by the fiery flyin^f serpents, 
he, while bitterly smarting under his pains 
and prospects, anxiously lilt up his eye uuta 
Christ, elevated upon the cross, what does 
he then behold ? There, indeed, he clearly 
perceives a balm which is admirably fitted 
tor mollifying and healing all his wounds ; 
and a soft voice, sweetly issuing therefrom, 
is not indistinctly he^rd, kindly invititig him, 
and all such miserable sinners now on earth, 
instantly to be washed and anointed with 
the blood and the balm which is now flow- 
ittg.from the cross, that so divine peace and 
lov^ may now and ever he sweetly enjoyed 
by them ; but, still when he painfully remem- 
bers how long all these gracious overtures, 
issuing 60 kindly and patiently from the lips 
of Christ, have been slightingly and most 
ungratefully trampled under foot by him, jas 
if they had been an unholy thing, though 
upt utterly despainng, but ever fondly hop- 
ing, bow can he, under such impressions, 
but “go mourning all the day long?” — 
inojurning not as those who have no hope, 
b<A^ aS; those who have most perversely been 
60 unworthy of the hope thus in- 

Acd, in conformity with the authoritative 
^lid, friendly instructions of our ecclesiastical 
'6, we all being ftow assembled to- 
cxpressly for the pw^rppsc of pre- 
senting ourselves before the Lord in the 
pCPMeiit uspeot of humiUutiou and grief, be- 
enttse^of our personal and uajbioaul sins, it 
now hPConi^s flay painful duty, in leading 
yjPUr devotions as plaijdy and palpably as 
possible, to unfold some of the many alarm- 
ing symptoms of those numerous evils which 
^^m to be so- rapidly gathering all around 
us, and from which, rapidly lowering like a 
dprk cloud, luridly full of every discordant 
pasision aigi mucoi-QMsly unholy feeling, 
there is daily issuing a dev^puring flpod of 
spiritual desolation which, unless quickly 
staved up by the gppd h^nd of our Gpd, 
wU), ere long, fearFuby cover the whole land 
in which we dvv, ell with a withering mildew 
or blight, sweeping into both present and 
future wretchedness couptless millions of 
Ojur rfl.ee yet unborn, as well as 
UQW live. 

And, in looking tliis subject .stcaight in 
4he face, the fearfully ominous features of 
both personfll and national character whiph 
insjhmtly crowd upoir our vie w are so uuine^ 
^d all so painiully alarming to fl 
BihJe-instructed and, Gpd-fcflring heart, that 


we scarcely w^U know .Whjeh now to select 
as the more convincing points >of illustration 
or of evidence, that, like the holy and fjcni- 
tent Psalmist, we all ought mdividually, 
most deeply, to go mourning all the day 
long.’* Oh! may God, the Holy Spirit, 
guide our present meditations ! 

In trying to discharge the mournful duty’’ 
unto which, with no small solicitude and ap- 
prehension, I am this day called, it seems 
not improper to begin at what is evidently 
the root and main-spring of all our present 
and fiiturc oviU ; and, in the nflmc of Him 
whose I am, and whom I ifluph love to 
serve, to urge that God is fliigry with us. 

Ist. Because, that highly tavourod as a 
nation though W'e have long been, yet there 
is but little, or almost no personal piety to 
be found among us iudividoally ; Realise, 
that waxing fat like Jeshurun, we all liave 
not less, ungratefully than rebcUiously; kicked 
against the Lord, who hath kindly flourished 
and brought us up as cliildren. 

Fond am I, under every conditiofl of pos- 
sible good, kindly to hope the best j and ill 
would it become me iindiscerningly to con- 
tend, that such individual and personal piety 
is all entirely banished from our land ; for, 
in even the darkest and worst times of the 
Old Testament Church, even when the holy 
prophets and servants of God hud almost 
entirely, despaired of her longer existence, 
1 find that the Lord never left, himsell* with- 
out a witneis, nor without a chosen num- 
ber of faithful worshippers ; and, in, carefully 
revolving which subject, I find that, if it 
were not for the sake of such pious and 
fiiitliful worshippers of God, destruction 
would often be instantly raiiied dow n upon 
the heads of those w'ho will have ;none of his 
favour ; and seeing that, as a nation and 
church, we are not yet utterly destroyed, I 
would fondly.regard this last as an evidence, 
tiiat still thc.Lord hath among us some who 
regularly and faithfully bow the knee before 
him daily. Yet the fearful truth cannot be 
blinked; nay. Jest the Lord strike mc» it 
must bo broadly stated, i that but few in 
number are tfipy vvho. tbufjive in the daily 
exercise of personal pfety and devotion to- 
wards. God, 

The personal) piety to wtards God, of which 
1 now speak, is not less modest than it is 
loving and,pnt;c. Lt nflfcurfllly shrinks Irom 
the icfllgar observation or rude gas&e o 
man, but it much delights submissively to 
meet the eye of God in secret. Ltig utterly 
impb^^Hble that I, beipg a fallible apdi mor- 
q^ature bke yoprselves, cflfl 
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of yoti are now living in tfee delightful but 
modest eXefcise of such daily piety towikrds 
God — bowift^ the knee daily^ ' and -fervently 
making supjiRcatron daily, when no ear nor 
eye but that of God is upon yoti j bntyour 
consciences can surely tdb yea, and the 
Lord himself can tell which of you is, or is 
not, daily living in such habits of personal 

piety. 

But are there among jrou such as rise 
early in (he morning, aOd ihstkntly hurry 
away to your own lawful employments with* 
out first piously bowing the knee in secret 
unto God ? Or are there among you such 
as have this day come up hither w-ithout 
first secretly bowing the knee to implore 
the divine blessing upon yourselves and 
others. Such of you are just the very per- 
sons by w’hom the w'hole action or Church 
of God is much troubled, even as the whole 
camp of Israel was troubled with the sin of 
Achatrt inasmuch as by such of you the 
Lord is daily beirjg provoked to rain down 
judgnlenta upon the land in which we live ; 
and of such it is painfully believed thit the 
numbers are small neither in raultitude nor 
in sinfulness. But, 

2d. The Lord is verily angry with us as 
a nation and church, because that domiestic 
or family religion is almost entirely banished 
out of our habitations. Once it A^’as widely 
different in this respect with the inhabitants 
of Scotland. Orlee the feeling ran so strong I 
in favour of family religion, that a graceless i 
family, living without the daily worship of j 
God was regarded as utterly worthless, and 
uudesetving of confidence. Once the time 
was when the labours neither of the seed 
time nor of the harvest were felt to be re- 
tarded by the space of time spent morning 
and evening in the devotional worship of God, 
And some such families w'€ fondly trust that 
there still are in our land; but, oh I how 
small their number, and how faint their 
piety I how lifeless and cold their love I and 
how frequently is the slighting scOrnfulneSs 
of the multitude impiously directed against 
them 1 Under which impressions, oh ! how 
can we but “ go mourning” even “ all the 
day long” before God? 

It k a mournful fact, that there are in our 
oeloved land not a few fandlies from whose 
assembled circle the sweet sound or voiee 
of family prayer or praise has never yet 
been known to ascend up to God on high* 
And concerning siieh fkmilieS, niultitudes of 
whom I well know to be in this plkee, it k 
painful to think, and painful to speak. Not 
only are they a dkhonour to God, enemies 


to Christ; and a curse to themselves, but 
they are ako the fruitful source cf much 
misery to the W'hole nation or church ia 
whose vicinity or in whose bosom they may 
be now dw'elliag ; for both the tares and the 
w^heat grow up promiscuously together. 
And when such multitudes of professing 
Christian families are daily pulling doWri 
j cursed, and but few anxiously pulling ddirh 
blessings upon the heads of themselves ahti 
' others, oh ! how supremely merciful has not 
j our God been, else we all should long efh 
this day have been entirely destroyed ; 
under the contemplation of which cause of 
our continued exposure to the anger of Gdd, 
well may we “ go mourning all th© day 
long.” But, 

3d. In seriously reviewing the preseiVt 
position of the profeSsingly religious world, 

; well may we exclaim, How can God bo 
j but angry with us as a nation and people 
j deeply laden with iniquity and sin, w’bctt 
it is rememberedj that not only are multi- 
tudes of the people thus become entirely 
dead, both as individuals and families, UtitO’ 

I the love and practice of piety, but thdt 
j niultitudes oven of the ministers T 
who ought surely to be mild ktid living pat- 
terns of the Gospel w hich they profess <6’ 
preach, are in alrUost every corner of ih© 
land found to bo most malignantly revilih^ 
and hating* one another 1 Oh! hoW 
the fatal degeneracy, when eveU such 
pretend to pray for the pardon of sin’aref 
to be found wantonly vilifying such as 
feel desirous of deeply humbling thdtn- 
selves before the Lord *, and not only‘ So^ 
but even openly using all the meanl- in 
I their power to oppose or to prevent 
quietly and modestly assembling togmlmf, 
in the name of the Lord, for such a weriL 
of affliction and humiliation. 

Oh I how mournfully strong must bd tfe© 
power of Satan’s kingdom over such, whdfr 
thehr hearts thus impurely bum with sui^' 
anger and WTath to behold 
smit servants of the great God of 
tion thus reverently kneeling before ] 
deeply penitential conlritioii and prayerfhf 
submission ! If truly possessed of but eVeh* 
one single spark of good Christian 
or lore, would they not rather mncl 
to behold us all thus assembled together 
devotionally to worship upon our bended 
knees before the Almighty, heartily con- 
fessing our sins, deeply mourning over them 
all the day kmg; and earnestly crying for 
deliverance and pardon ? But so far from 
1 being thus affected by such a prospect, it 
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u'ould ai^ar that, like the savage perse- 
cutors of old, by whom our beloved land 
\yas once overrun, they would rather delight 
furiously to drive us from the throne of 
grace, and from the house of prayer, still to 
sin more and more ; and can it but be no- 
ticed that, in this mournful work, the minis- 
ters of religion are the ringleaders of the 
people ? And which view of society, as 
being simply diseased and poisoned, even 
at what ought to be the very fountain-head 
of purity and peaceful love in Christ, can- 
not but painfully affect the heart of every 
discerning Christian person. Ah! does it 
not vividly disclose glaring symptoms of 
coming vengeance and wrath from heaven ? 
And, under the contemplation of which, w'cll 
may we “go mourning” before God even 
“ all the day long.” But, 

4th. God is angry with us as a nation 
and church, also because of the utter ne- 
glect which is so openly manifested almost 
every where by parents in not more anxiously 
promoting the religious and moral instruc- 
tion of their children ; for, in passing through 
our land, especially near the scattered vil- 
lages of our country, on a Sabbath evening, 
tiic children may be seen growing up, and 
running about, utterly regardless of God, 
and desecrating his Sabbaths just as if this 
our beloved native land had now unhappily 
been converted into a special nursery for 
annually replenishing the kingdom of Satan 
with fresh crops of polluted souls! And 
even although the means of religious in- 
struction be partly provided for such chil- 
dren gratuitously by Sabbath teachers, yet 
their parents, in multitudes of such casc.^, 
will not be troubled to apply them ! So 
that polluted and bad though, as a nation 
or church, w'e may now be, it must be clear 
as demonstration itself, that, under such an 
influence and train of events, we shall ere 
long become much w'orse ; for vice and sin, 
like every other kind of vermin, is well 
known rapidly to propagate itself ; and the 
accumulated pollutions of such a rising 
generation of such depraved and thorough- 
taught transgressors, we shudder to contem- 
plate even in imagination. Oh ! may the 
Lord, who is so much neglected, have com- 
passion even upon such. But, once more, 
5th. God is angry with us also, because 


that, as a church established for the spiritual 
and moral instruction of the people, we are 
now much degenerated and i&llen from the 
high and holy position in which, as such, 
we onco stood. 

The Established Church of Scotland, 
considered as a religious institution, which 
is at once highly economical and efficient 
for accomplishing the purpose designed, has 
for long been the very admiration of all 
enlightened Christendom. Our forefathers, 
under the protection of heaven, warmly 
wrung it, with their life blood, from the 
reluctant hands of a profligate court and 
parliament ; and, with its parish church and 
school, for nearly every thousand popula- 
tion, it soon raised the religious and moral 
character of our nation far above that of 
almost every other people known in the 
world ; so that, go w here they might, the 
sons of our beloved native land were gene- 
rally soon found to rise to the head of their 
profession. In process of time, however, 
the numbers of people in our beloved land 
soon increased so as far to exceed the esta- 
blished means of religious and moral instruc- 
tion that w ere thus provided ; and, besides, 
as evils are said seldom to come single- 
handed, in process of time also numerous 
corruptions grew up within the Church 
itself, and by which the evils arising from 
an over-crowded population were greatly 
multiplied ; and although these corruptions 
are now begun to be in some measure re- 
moved, yet, like the Israelites when return- 
ing from their long Babylonish captivity, 
we are exposed to so many deadly toes by 
the way, that like them we do well to pro- 
claim a solemn fast for humiliation and 
prayerful committing of ourselves unto God. 
And timidly smarting under the pains aris- 
ing from the numerous evils that lie still 
lurking within our own breast, as well as 
under the unhallowed strokes of our nume- 
rous enemies from without, it becomes us, 
with much contrition, to draw near unto 
God, “ mourning before him all the day 
long.” “ Going and weeping, it becomes 
us now to go seriously to seek the Lord our 
God : yea, even to ask the way to Zion, 
with our faces thitherward, saying, Como 
and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a per- 
petual covenant that shall not be forgotten.” 
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Mioirter of the Paritb of 


** But JemSt turning unto them, said, Daughters of Jerusalem, meep not for me, but 
we^ for yourselves, and for your children** — Luke xxiii, 28. 


The Evangelist has brought his narra- 
tive up to the time, at which our Lord was 
led forth as a lamb to the slaughter. In the 
preceding part of it we have presented to 
Tis the traitor, who had sold bis Master for 
u vile price, conducting the band of armed 
sohiters forth, in the silence of the night, to 
the secret place to which he knew Aat 
Christ retired for quiet and undisturbed 
devotion. The tauntings and insults, to 
which he was exposed in the High Friest^s 
house, even at the hands of those who were 
Bet, to administer righteous judgment unto 
all, are simply detailed. Next in the pic- 
ture we have the delivering of him over to 
the handji o^the Rom^ governor, with the 
false and most invidious apeusaUon, that he 
was a mover of sedit^n, ai^ stirred up the 
^ ' against Cmsar, theh king. Sent to 
Merod by Pilate, whotvoluid havepro- 

a^aced no judgment jin the case, the meek 
patient suffWer decked with' the 
with fei^d 

Ihdinage, in redity^^ with contumenons 
tr^tment, :!&ey nmek^ and set him . at 
nought, Siotight ba^ to Pilate agmn, the 
judge dedate^ to^^^ h^^ vehement accu^em, 
havi^h;j^ have 


found no fault in this man touching those 
things whereof ye accuse him ; I willthcre^ 
fore chastise him, and release him,*’ Yersea 
14—10, But this only awakened the more 
the rage, with which his malicious enemies 
sought h^ death. And, after clamorously 
crying for mercy rather to a murderer, they 
indicated their wish regarding Christ by the 
homd shout, “ Crucify him ! crucify him 
A third time the governor, whose, feelinga 
revolted at the iiyustice to w hich they urged 
him, whilst his infirmity of purpose pre- 
vented him from offering decisive opposi- 
tion to riieir unrighteous wishes, a third 
time he expostulated with them, and sought, 
to procure their consent to his setting ot 
Christ free. But when the solicitation to 
which he, judge and ruler, condesc^a^, 
when he should have spoken In the tenq of 
righteous authority, ^led, and jh^ stiil 
“ were , instant with loud yohms, 
riiat he migW be against hia 

own detfeed of What was just, 

lded, and **^TO it should 

as tlmy lequirfid,^ He released the mur- 
derer, he delivered to their 

will.f : 2^25, Now within their 
pow^ ^ of execut*^ wau: 
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% and mrigh^ 

oi^l^liliiied Ibr his blowJ. They led him 
itaipiiltoly lowards Calvary, Whilst no 
to the spot where he was to be Imed 

^ ^Oia 8»e eart^ he wai ea comp asead by 
^mttendattts beside ]»» peMedsHors and 
There fbtowed him a great] 
company of people, end of women, who 
also bewailed and lamented him.” Verse 27. 
He turned to them— -the victim of such ma- 
lice and unholf wrath, of false accusations, 
and of avowed unrighteousoiesB m^dgment. 
Yet) strange, no indignation flashed in his 
eye } no bitterness, no imprecations of ven- 
geance were found in his Ups, Amidst 
the grent company who bewailed and la^ 
aaented him, it might have required but one 
word of ^peal to their strong sympathy on 
his bahsdf^but one indignant displi^ ot the 
injustice done him, to have turned their 
awakened feeUngs against bis oppressors, 
and to have engaged them in an attempt, at 
least, for his rescue. But, lo, even then 
the self-denying Savioor, wbose life had 
been one unvarying manifestation of con- 
cern foroth^s, w'hilst for himself he seemed 
hardly concerned at all, lost sight of his own 
condition, of the injustice by which he was 
sacriheed, and of the agony and shame 
which were awaiting him. His heart, even 
then, was not insensible to the misery of 
others, nay, w*as full of compassion for them ; 

Boulters of Jerusalem,” were his words, 
** weep not for me, but weep for yourselves 
and your children.” 

in such a dbplay of our Lord’s feelings 
and character, we have a most comforting 
assurance afforded us ofthe sympathy which 
dwells in the . breast of our great High 
Priest. If even in the deepest distress, which, 
as we know, commonly stuns the feelings 
altogether, and renders the Bufferco’ insensi- 
ble to the evils others, he was not merely 
idive to the miseries of those around him, 
but felt for them with a oqmpassion as per- 
fect as if no affliction attended or threatened 
himself, M how fUlI must his ^mapatby ^ 
with his people now I Hot even those cir- 
cumstances which seal tip human sympathies, 
or Which rather render men alfco^ther in- 
captilde of appreciating the trials of others, 
and therefore of feeling for them, could in 
bb eittthly pil^mage diminish the keenness 
of Ms seimwty to the evils and dangers of 
men. And now that no such obstacle exists 

xerist and yi^eck the flpee flovring forth of 
111 pity for menV distiemes, and of his 
fMir In Ms pe^^s triMv how cahnfy and 


confidently may th^ carry thMr griefil Jo 
Hiiii, whose ear wM be open to their cry; 
mid, like the beloved Ap^le, pillow their 
on his bosom, assured that “ in Ml 
rimir afffletiems he is afflicted,” 

Tim^mWwd to wli^h wur Loiii addressed 
words -of the teat, doubtless coatained 
in it men of different characters. Both of 
the great classes, into which men may always 
be divided, believers and unbelievers, had 
their representatives there. There were 
true and Aevoted servants of Christ, though 
their real feeUngs towards him might be 
suppressed in that hour of peril. And there 
were others, who, whatever movements of 
regard or pity they might feel towards him, 
were yet in reality not his disciples, not 
having been persuaded to give him the sub- 
mission which he claimed. Let us attend 
to the words of our Lord, as conceiving 
them addressed first to the one class and. 
then to the other. 

I. Let us consider them as addressed to 
that part of the multitude who had believed 
in his divine mission, and submitted to his 
authority. Though our Lord’s ministry 
amongst the children of men seems not to 
have been . attended with that amount of 
success which we might have been ready to 
anticipate, nay, was so much resisted and 
rejected, that be complained, “ Ye will not 
come unto me, that ye might have life,” 
“ I have stretched out my hands all day long 
to a disobedient and gainsaying people,” yet 
it was not fruitless. Some were won to the 
knowledge and belief of the truth. The 
works which testified that in Him there 
dwelt a power more than human, and which 
attracted the wondering eyes of the most 
careless, led some to receive and to honour 
Wm as sent from God. The words which 
made the officers sent to seize him declare, 
“ Never man spake like this man,” came 
home to some with all the authority jmd 
influence which the words of God should 
have. Impressed by these, and won by his 
example, w'hich exhibited a purity and holi- 
ness such as mere human nature never dis- 
played in this earthly scene, disciples wme 
found acknowledging that God was wirii 
him ; that he was a teacher seat from God ; 
nay, confessing in more explicit testimony, 

Thou ait the ChMat, the Son of theliv% 
God : to whom ehall wo go ? Thou hast 
the words M eternal life.” Not unnat^^ral 
it asMiredly wfts for these disciples to momm ; 
and the ^stronger their love to Jesus ws^ 
the inote nmat the M^nities and 
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were h^e4 qq him tore aHieM 
Ifeem. Yet ihetr soriw did not Ipom 
dim proper eouiee»^ Hie tniest 4isex|de8 
partcmk of the comieoa misapprehensions of 
their countrymen ahoat the nature of Met- 
eitdt's kin^doiiu It was an earthly king* 
dom, a dominiofi established and maintained 
^ outward power, for which they looked. 
The image of a victorious monarchy haunt- 
ed them to the very last of Christ’s abiding 
on earth. In his closing interview with his 
Apostles but a few minutes “ before he was 
taken up, and a cloud received him out of 
their sight,” they showed the old deidre and 
expectation still cleaving fast to tbera, when 
they said, y Lord, wilt thou at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel ?” And whilst 
thmr feelings, as men, were pained by bis 
evil treatment, and their love afflicted in 
the sufferings of their Master, they wept 
also that these expectations should be de- 
feated, and these hopes destroyed in their 
Lord’s submitting to ignominy, and being 
led forth to death, instead of claiming all 
honour and homage as his own, and en- 
forcing his claim, by the mighty power of 
which they knew him to be possessed, and 
which they, as his servants, would have 
been so ready to second. Thus they should 
not have wept for him ; and over him per- 
sonally they should not have wept, ” 1 have 
a baptism to be baptized with, and how am 
I straitened till it be accomplished,” said 
our Lord, looking forward with calmness 
and desire to that baptism with blood, in 
the endurance of which his earthly task 
should be done, and all its toils and sorrow^s 
ended. And had his disciples truly entered 
into their Lord’s feelings, as they ought to 
have done, they would in like manner have 
looked forward to that event wdiich now 
filled their hearts with sorrow. They would, 
as^he told them on another occasion, “have 
rejoiced, because he was going to the 
Father.” True, there were sufferings before 
him, bitter, aggravated suiferings. But they 
should be short ; and in them should be 
brought to a dose his course of humiliation, 
and trial, and scorn, and again should be 
dinrell in ineffable glory and delight with the 
Father, from whose loving embrace he had 
mm forth. 

And had ^ey understood, as they might, 
fto the sufferings to which Christ was now 
^d forth w<^ the very means by which he 
stodd bdii^ to the great purposes of 
hie mis8io% should secure the glory of bis 
and the redemption of men. and 


mndeiv for ever sure te the guUty the hleafr^ 
iiigs of a heavenly inheiitemce, they woulft 
have looked forwiii^ to his decease with the 
hope that even m it he wiui about to 
the obiect of his longbig desire* and to 
orown his labours wi$ amred triumph. 
“ Weep,” said our Loid* thmfone# "not for 
me. 

Yet sorrow was their proper mood of feel’- 
ing, “ Weep for yourselves, and yonr chil- 
dren.” And why, my friends, sh^d they, 
have wept for themselves and their ehffdren^ 
in looking upon the sufferings of their Lord^ 

L We reply* because their sins occasioned 
Christ’s sufferir^a. In the eye of man the 
life of Christ was altogether blameless ; so 
that after all the accusations which malicious 
ingenuity and hostile rage could devise, 
the judge, was compelled to declare openly, 
“ I find no fault in this man.” And, in tho 
sight of God, that life, which man could not 
convict of crime, appeared perfectly spot- 
less ; for “ this is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased,” was the testimony which 
he received from the most excellent glory. 
But whilst Clirist “ did no sin, neither was 
guile found in bis mouth,” we are not left 
ignorant how sufferings and death, of which 
sin is the only source, were appointed to 
him as his portion. It was our sin imputed 
to him which brought him to experience 
those bitter fruits, which are the proper and 
necessary consequence of sin. “ The Lord 
laid on him tlie iniquity of us alL” The 
law pronounced, concerning every trans- 
gressor, “ Cursed is every one who con- 
linueth not in all things written in the book 
of the law to do them.” But that this fear- 
ful curse might not descend on all like a 
withering thunderbolt, Christ interposed. 
“ Christ hath redeemed us,” says Paul con- 
cerning himself and his fellow-believers, 
“ from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us; as it b written, Cursed ia 
every one that hangeth on a tree.” When 
his believii^ followers, then, attended Christ 
from the judgment-hall, and looked forward 
with dbmay and sorrow to the bitter suffer- 
ings of the excruciating death to which he 
was doomed, was not thb the considefarion, 
tb^ should have most overwhelmed their, 
spirits, that it was thmr smSrand the sins of 
those who should be tto dwidreii of their 
faith, that broug^ Christ to that hour of 
ago4iy and sha^ ? Bbd they understond 
aright the mysterions aimmgements of 
grace ia comiesfoii with ChrM’e deathf had 
they kaeim diat, oondem&ed u]»%hteotiB^ 



THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


hy men* with by God as con- 

demii^ tm aocouxit of their sins ; had thej 
pos^yad that they, more truly than his 
^hiilant and Infuriated persecutors, were 
cause of his death, how much deeper 
yyoS^d their sorrow have been w'hen they 
wept for themselves and for their children? 
liooking: on him whom they had pierced, 
rather than the soldiers who nailed him to 
the cross, they would have mourned for him, 
as one mourneth for a first-bom, and been 
in bitterness as one that is in bitterness for 
an only child, 

Suen sorrow each believer should feel. 
When we look on the last scenes of Jesus 
of Nazareth, they present such a picture of 
cruel oppression, persecuting helpless inno- 
cence, as could not fail to awaken a mea- 
sure of sentimental sorrow, were he one 
wholly unconnected with us. But when, 
iny believing friends, we look at those 
scenes as appointed to Christ, because he 
was the substitute of the guilty ; when we 
think that it was our sins which brought him 
to the dust of death, that each sin of ours 
came in upon his soul, and added to that 
intolerable weight of anguish which made 
him say, ** Mine iniquities,” the iniquities 
laid on him, ** have taken hold upon me, so 
that I am not able to look up : they are 
more than the hairs of my head, therefore 
iny heart faileth me,” will not our sorrow 
be far deeper and more intense, a sorrow 
that will bow us down in most lowly con- 
trition at the foot of Christ’s cross ? It were 
well for us oftener to weep thus for our- 
selves. 

2. They should have wept for them- 
selves and their children, because they should 
no more hear Christ’s instructions. His in- 
structions his true followers had found to be 
most precious. Not only had these instruc- 
tions set in a just light the commandments 
of God, which the traditions and false doc- 
trines of men had obscured and corrupted ; 
not only had they delivered his disciples 
from many errors,^ under the bondage of 
which the rest of' their countrymen still 
groaned, but they were “ the words of eter- 
nal life.” They spake of no trifling mat- 
ters. They spake not of matters which, 
however important, reach not beyond the 
grave. The words of Christ disclosed eter- 
nal life, showed the path by which it is to 
be reached, and gave his follow'ers a firm 
assurance of obtaimng it Eternal life, that 
l^i^test of aQ blearings, that noblest of all 
ISfleritanoes, consaaunate in its happiness 


and jrlo^, thirsted for by man, yet forfeited 
by his sin, Christ’s words brought near, and 
made sure to all that receive them. In no 
other did these words dwell The scribes 
had them not. The baptist sent men to 
Christ to hear them ; and no other, as those 
knew to whom Christ's words were spirit 
and life, could guide their feet into the way 
of peace and life. And now* then, that 
they were about to lose that instructor, the 
worth and power of whose words they knew 
and rejoiced in, there was a substantial 
cause of sorrow afforded them ; and when 
they thought that his words of life and sal- 
vation should no more fall on their ear ; that 
he should no more speak to them those 
blessed counsels which were changing them 
into new men, and preparing them for the 
joys of everlasting life ; that he should no 
more walk forth amongst them, and enter 
their families, and say with his winning 
kindness, “ Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven,” and pour into 
their youthful ears the words of salvation, 
and lay his hands on them, and bless them, 
w’ell might they weep for themselves and 
for their children. 

With the loss of Christ’s instructions 
would come also the thought of the little 
profit which they had made of all his teach- 
ing. Tliey would remember how slow of 
heart they had been to believe what he an- 
nounced ; how unwillingly they had given 
up the false ideas in which they had been 
previously trained ; how very backward 
they had been to comprehend the more 
noble and spiritual doctrine which he taught, 
and to perceive its infinite superiority to the 
vain traditions and absurd comments of their 
former teachers ; how little they yet under- 
stood of his instructions j how many things 
they understood not at all ; and how care- 
less withal they had been of the abundant 
opportunities they had had of learning the 
way of life more perfectly. And combining 
their little profiting with the loss of that 
instructor, into whose ** lips grace was 
poured,” and whose counsels breathed of it 
continually, it was but right that they should 
weep for themselves. 

There is not one of us, my believing 
friends, who has not, in this respect also, 
cause to weep for himself. We never, in- 
deed, were instructed by Christ’s own lips ; 
and we know the niovision which he made 
fer the training and instructing of his people, 
by sending his Spirit to guide them into all 



Sttt w^ch oCmliw ^ 

la k) 0 ^^ at «^ < 

iimmting for mm, sUoalii^ mieef ftxr l^ 
0mi h^vMhnm to feahi ^ la^tmctbiia 
wHoh tiokt ovent so csn|j|iat3ca^f confeya ? 
W&ere there preaented to us with such 
^simctuess, md with so irre^stible evl- 
dbace» as in the crt^s of Christ, God’s 
tored of sin, and unchanging determination 
to punish it, its ruinousness, utter and fear- 
fid, to every one who aindes in it, and its 
ididbl and malignant natore ? And whence 
then do there come pleadings and pemua- 
elons so fbrcible as those with which the 
cross would induce us to forsake mn? 
Where are furnished to us proofs so strong 
as the cross furnishes, of the compassion of 
God, and his marvellous love to a guilty 
world ? Where motives so strong to trust 
in Mm, to follow after holiness, and to de- 
vote ourselves in soul and body to the ser- 
vice of the Lord and his Christ ? And yet 
how dull have we shown ourselves in learn- 
ing these lessons, how little ac(juainted with 
their practical energy 1 Oh I whilst we mourn 
in contemplating the death of Christ, let us 
weep over the hardness of our own hearts, 
on wMch all the impressive demonstrations 
of the cross of Christ have so little influ- 
ence, and which remain, alas I so stubbornly 
attached to the world and sin, so dead to 
htdiness, and so little conformed to the 
nund and example of our Lord. 

11. Another class, beades true oelievers, 
mingled in the crowd, which attended Christ 
towards Calvary. Let us consider the ap- 
plication of our text to them. It is plain, 
that many, who were in reality unbelievers, 
joined in the lamentations which were 
poured forth around Jesus. For when the 
disciples were assembled together after his 
ascension, we read, that ** the number of the 
names was one hundred and twenty,” a very 
d^rent band, assuredly, from the ** great 
canany who bewailed lamented him.” 
And there is little wonder that many shoMd 
bewail him, who were not real disciples of 
}i^ who doubted, or who had never con- 
Ms claims to he bmiouted as the 
Holy One of God. His works, which w^ 
00t i^te characterized by the power wMch 
aOCOmpdfdied them, than by tbe benefleenoe 

iag^ ^em over to ^ »ipply of men’s need, 

the reiitovoi of sffliedont, to the 


iMt lives ; his W^lds» ivhieh inreathed M 

' the ^ pe^cCHi ear^; and goodwH!' # 

by the" heavenly Itost tlmse ki« 

tercet^ many, dlieve|?titoedtAe iegpadand 
esteem Of manji mo understood not Ms 
real eharacter, who pmhaps wOdd^^ 
rejected with strong dfelifce Ms hi^^ 
8^-denying doctrine, a 1 id^ who ^ete* 
fbre received Mm not arlj^t lo Oho 
minds of such persons, feeungs of 
and pity would be awakened by the ite# 
spectacle which they now witnessed. And 
when, in contrast with his uniform Mndnesa 
and profitableness to men, they looked on 
the treatment which he reodv'^ in requital 
at their hands, the manifest iidustico of his 
condemnation, as avowed even by the judge 
who condemned Mm, the spite and mali^ 
nity which so plainly animated his accusers 
and persecutors, and the miserable death' 
whicn he, who had oft rescued others from 
death, was about to undergo, they could 
hardly but w^eep. But they w^ept/or A«m. 
It was the natural feelings, whicn prompt ua 
to take part in any mrcumstances with the 
distressed, and wMch are pained, when in** 
nocence, or, at least, benevolence is op» 
pressed, that caused their tears to pour 
down. Right and worthy were these emo- 
tions, so far as they went ; but they had^ 
deeper cause for sorrow than any thing, 
they thought of when they wept. They 
should have wept for themselves and for 
their children. Here, too, I may specify 
two reasons, which should have made them 
weep for themselves and for their children. 

1. Because away from them were about 
to be taken the word of salvation, the ud- 
monitioBs and warnings of the Lord. 
Amongst that chosen peo|de, on whom, 
divine favour so peculiarly rested, God had 
raised up a succession of prq}hets apd ser« 
vants, whom he honoured to make known 
his counsel and will. But whilst he accre«^ 
dited these prophets to Israel, and by th^ 
instnimcntality gradually unfolded much pf 
Ms purpose concerning men, th^ ipre^ 
office was to lead the thmights pf their 
countrymen forward to agfeater djs^ theiii^ 
selves, of whom they pete butfteMe ty^ 
mid to whom,, as Prajj^l^ the great and 
special inatmetor el meh* were cosm 
mnaded to tmaslto&u office of tte 

foteer ptol^ltotovWp swMfowed up to 
as the Siam are in the ^ tite 
tm l|f . ■#!» tow " tof. 
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fe aaid your 

not ajf^ti idftd 
hmlin of the Loidi ¥fb^ 
ibi%idn to oral , 

W&oie armour ^ Q&^ or 
thot^t of tlio |ire9eii«^ of ^ 
€3i^aiti of Sal^atioii, and 
tts promiaea of wipport, and in wfeoie 
ke GitdH not like Mosea, spread 
/''§klk fais iands in prayer, when you meet 
yw spiiitcial foeSi Woep notfsr liim" 
dust, oommitted to the 

gnaNi* ainmits O^ glorious xesunm^t^ He 
was of tim sons of Go4; And concerning 
dliaii ^ yet ai^ar what they 

i but we know, that when Christ 
appms, they shall be like him, for they 
see him as he is.” Your departed 
pn^r had on him, in laage measure, the 
marks of the child of God. Hts unaffected 
httUitfity, (much as he had^ humanly speak- 
ing; to boast of,^ his deep and ardent devo- 
so richly displayed in the variety, the 
earnestness, the broken-hearted contrition, 
thO'iBarvency, and ffet|uent sublimity of hts 
fMd^rs (as if he looked on the invisible 
God)* his perfect integrity, his studious 
irimdienoe of God’s law, his diligence in 
duty, his large-hearted charity in thought, 
ana language, and act, his warm love and 
intimate knowledge of the word of Ood*^ 
which manifestly was the great subject of 
his meditations, and the chosen nourish- 
ment of his soul — ^the lively and steady 
interest which he took in the prosperity of 
Ghrisifs work and kingdom, end his labori- 
Otfsneas to advance these in his own soul, 
nmetigst his flock, and every where — ^these 
shoW^ the love and the temper of a child 
of God to be in him abundantly. When 
he was drawing on to death, the approach 
o£ which strips off any disguise diSt may 
wbeen worn during life, his heavenly 
unrse proved riie love of God, which 
paseath all understonding, to be keeping his 
Jaeait and mind through Christ Jesus. And 
when, under the pressure of h« mortal 
sickness* the leehle frame was sinking, and 
the mM wandoied moonacioas all 
lioitnd it, even then Iris mcpresrions^o wed 
which had hkbknallr dwelt in high 


Christ, who i# nor 1^ shall ^peae, he shall 
^pimr iM him hi gloiy, me Of 

that splon^ trail odmO' to witaese 
awd to shime In the lodeemet^s;.Whilaph; 

W eep not thew flw Mm* but loh yenti^ 
and" your 'Children',”^''' 

I meast not, my iideiids, to enter at lengfli 
on a description Of the ^aracter of your 
departed pastor. Us talents of riie flrst 
of^, which, improved as they were, with 
unwearied di%ence* and ptd forth in dl 
their energy, made his career flrom his vOiy 
first entering the !ii^ of acadmnieal compe- 
tition a distinguished one ; his calm and un>- 
varying serenity of mind— an index of a 
heart at peace with God ; his nobili^ Of 
mind rendering him utterly incapable of any 
thing base or mean ; hts native kindliness 
of disposition, Sweetened stili more by 
grace, which rendered him one of the most 
attractive exemplifications of the gentle vir- 
tues and lowly graces of the Christian tem- 
per which I ever beheld, which prevented 
the weakest from feeling abashed before his 
superior talents and attainments, which 
made every one who approached him love 
him, which made those who knew him well 
give him a very high place in their afibc- 
tions, and which bound those, who stood 
in still nearer relations to him, with the 
strongest bonds—bonds, the real strength of 
which they are able to appreciate only in 
the deep distress with which the rupture of 
them hath filled their hearts — ^these, and 
the other features of character which in 
their harmonious combination, marked him 
out as a full-orbed Christian, a Christian 
not complete, indeed, but advancing to- 
wards the measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ, I leave to your oivn recol- 
lections, aided as these have been by the 
descriptions of my friend, whom longer and 
more intimate acquaintance with your late 
minister fitted better for portraying his 
character. 

I might bear my testimony, were it need* 
fill, to the feithfulness and talent with which 
he fulfilled his duties as a member of Church 
courts* For these dudes he was careM 
to prepare himself by a diligent study of the 
consdiution of the Chnrch, and of us laws 


udfiieh b^ virions, than earthly he added most ready 4rioqttenoe, qubk 

W^hreakiiig, and which was cky in dlseeis^^ bearings of 

fiMj^ing Ilf every huriuessi or measure discussed, and 

of eteMd %ht. And, tberafisre, iu adherence to eonseiendous 

^ v|ierstti^ oaus^ng and gladdmriiig! ^ eonviefiritti, whurii im gentle 

rest,, that irtei amdestyamlim^^ 
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him to compromise or to suppress. And 
hence he was Jed to take an active, and 
was rising to take an influential, share in 
the discussions of these courts. 

But, my friends, let me only for a mo- 
ment remind ^ou, who sat under his minis- 
try, of the high privileges which you en- 
joyed. You w'ere privileged, as few con- 
gregations are. Such a rich union of gifts 
and graces as adorned your late pastor we 
seldom behold. They gave to his minis- 
trations a fulness, a richness, a savour, and 
an impressiveness, which are rarely equalled. 
There was in him the pow’er of intellect, 
which could pierce deep into the mysteries 
of providence and grace, and the clearness 
and simplicity of conception which could 
unfold these mysteries to almost the feeblest. 
And thus was he fitted for being the teacher 
of both the learned and unlearned, of both 
the w'ise and the simple. There w'as the 
vigour of imagination, which, drawing its 
materials from a wide circle, from ample 
stores of ancient and modern literature, gave 
life and animation to the most abstract dis- 
cussions, clothed his compositions with the 
most finished elegance, and often gave to 
them a peculiarly etherial tone, in w'hich 
the soul w as carried aw'ay from the gross- 
ness of the present world, and the grovel- 
lings of sense, to the enraptured contempla- 
tion of the glorious things which have been 
revealed unto faith. There was an un- 
feigned love to the work in which he was 
engaged, which made him always an inte- 
rested and, therefore, interesting instructor. 
There was not merely a knowledge of the 
doctrines of the Gospel but an imbuing of 
his w’hole trains of thought with them ; so 
that they were brought forth in his preach- 
ing w’ithout effort or labour in all their 
native majesty and grace. There w'as a 
deep sensibility in his ow n soul of the power 
of the truth ; an intimate, joyful, and saving 
acquaintance with its convincing, sanctify- 
ing, and consoling influence; an experi- 
mental knowledge of the application, to the 
evils and distresses of our sinful state, of 
all the forms of threatening and promise, 
of terror and hope, of w arning and consola- 
tion, in which the truth is set forth — which 
alone can make a minister skilful in the 
word of life, a workman needing not to be 
ashamed, dividing unto all a portion in due 
season. There was, above all, an ardent 
desire for the Redeemers glory, springing 
&om knowledge of the great love where- 
with Christ had loved him, a lively sense 


of the unspeakable predousness cf his sal^ 
vation, of the worth of immortal souls, aiidl 
of the awful wretchedness of those that are 
** without God, and without hope in the 
world,** which imparted all the earnestness 
and power of the most fervid eloquence to 
his expostulatioDS with sinners, and the 
entreaties with which he besoi^ht them to 
flee to ** the covert from the tempest, and 
the refuge from the storm ;** and to the 
exhortations with which he strove to ^gage 
believers to walk worthy of the holy name 
by which thev are called. 

And now the ministrations, in which these 
elements mingled, and which were therefore 
of so noble and impressive a kind, are over. 
In the mysterious arrangements of God, 
whose “ footsteps are in the sea, and whose 
ways are not known,” there has been re* 
moved from the Church one so fitted to be 
its ornament, and from his sphere of earthly 
labour one so well able to fill it, so amply 
furnished for commending the Gospel of 
Christ to the careless, and for bringing its 
consolations home to the weakest believer, 
and so willing to spend, and be spent, in his 
Lord’s work. With his meek and unos- 
tentatious deportment you shall no more be 
edified. The rich and full-toned swell of 
his melodious voice shall no more fall on 
your ear. It hath become more melo- 
dious in hymning the songs of praise to 
God and the Lamb, which echo through 
the heavenly temple. That mind, which 
rising on the strong wings of faith and hope, 
soared upwards, and oft bore delighted 
hearers along with it to the very borders of 
the beatific vision, no more shall pour out 
before you its glowing conceptions and 
ravishing discoveries. It glows with con- 
ceptions still nobler, and discovers for itself, 
in the person and work of Emmanuel, and 
in the fulness of God, unknown glories, 
which fill it with unutterable delight and w ith 
deepest adoration. And what, my friends, 
remains with you, on whom were bestowed 
the whole of the brief ministrations of this 
“able minister of the New Testament?” 
Oh I are you of those, respecting whom his 
account shall be given in with joy, or of 
those respecting whom it shall be given in 
with grief ? Oh ! have you been won to the 
love of Christ and the choice of hb service? 
or have you continued in unbelief and 
enmity to God? What profit have your 
souls gained as the fruit of your high pri- 
vileges ? It is calculated to make us start, 
that, in the midst of bis career, when his 
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Httaia^ thek laeridiaa 
i «#Le» experience was adding 
apd energy to his warnings and 
and deeper tenderness tn all bis 
^^se^ings of men to be reconciled unto 
; when affection for him was growing 
il% the hearts of his hearers, and his influr 
ch^e was increasing ov^ all around, which 
wfould have procured still more attention tp 
his ministry, and imparted a greater power 
tp his words i that even then, younger than 
aifnost one half of you, he should be cut 
down, and for ever removed from all his 
proftpects of usefulness in the vineyard of 
thp Lord. But, oh] the thought should 
just come back on you with double force, 
4te we amongst the seals of his ministry 
or not?” The time is hastening on (pre- 
sent health and strength are no security 
against its rapid advance) when, as he hath 
gone to give an account of his stewardship, 
you too, to whom as a good steward he 
dispensed the mysteries of God, must 
render your account of your profiting, when 
your improvement shall be tried of those 
good days of the Son of Man, in which a 
heart of love, and. a spirit of unquenchable 
ardour, and a tongue of power, poured forth 
in your hearing the tidings of the Saviour’s 
compassion, and besought (lying sinners to 
hearken, that their souls might live. Oh! 
that in that day it may not prove to your 
condemnation, that your rich privileges 
\vere unimpreved, and that the impressive 
manner in which the words of eternal life 
were urged upon you had altogether failed 
to arrest you, and to turn you to the Lord! 
hi such a season as this, you are specially 


called to consider your past ps^ofidiig in the 
knowledge of the truth, and In the experi- 
ence of its power. And wcudd yon set 
yourselves to this w(srk, whilst your hearts 
are softened with recei^ sorrow, there nught 
be broi^bt home to y<)if such a sense of 
neglect and misimproyementias would effec- 
tmdly lead you henceforward to prize the 
days of the son of Man, to set high value 
on every privilege and mean of grace ; amd 
thus this time might prove an era in your 
spiritual history — an en\ at which many 
were brought to a first, but an abiding, ac- 
quaintance with the grace of our Lord 
Jesus, and at which many, whose first ac- 
quaintance with the ways of godliness is not 
to form, retjeived an impulse and quicken-* 
ing, which wilL carry them forward with 
ever-growing alacrity, till they appear before 
God in Sion. Oh! that, reversing the 
result at Samson’s departure, who slew in 
his death more than he slew in his life, your 
pastor’s death might be made the means of 
spiritual life to more souls than the labours 
of his life have been I Oh I that, if glo- 
rified spirits know these earthly things, 
the tidings may reach his spirit, now rejoic- 
ing in the presence of God and the Lamb, 
but w’liich on earth w'as often bowed dow'n 
by the little success w'hich ho witnessed of 
his labours, that that people, amongst w'hom 
he laboured and prayed, and who shaD see 
his face no more, have arisen, as with one 
heart and mind, to seek the Lord, and to 
say, w'ith deliberate choice, of the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, “this God 
is our God for ever and ever : he will be 
our guide even unto death.” 


SOCIAL MEETINGS FOR PRAYER, 

[We extract the following from a sermon recently published,’*' delivered by the late 
Rcy. Dr. Hamilton of Srathblane. It was preache(5 before the Glasgow Corresponding 
Society for Prayer — a society which we need hardly say meets with, as it merits our 
highest commendation. This sermon was one of the last delivered by the late much 
lamented author, of it, and adds another to the many laurels with which his memory will 
ever be embalmed in the recollection of every pious Christian. We earnestly recommend 
this sermon to the notice of our readers.] 

PfcATEE meetings are small assemblies of ] rendering themselves more useful in their 
Christians, for the purpose of promoting day, and becoming more meet for heaven, 
their mutual edification and eorafort, by • These meetings are spent in praise and 
drawing nearer to God, strengthening the prayer, m reading the Scriptures, and con- 
btmds which Onite them to each other, and » versing on the great truths which they coa- 
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amt affiljisff itea to the difereiN; 
Doties nod tnids ta life. 

It k the praetiee ef then secledes to 
spread hehie God my event pecolmrly dis- 
tresBiDg m their own eoiiditioe, or in the 
eltoatioa of toeir fomiliefi, the congregations 
to which they belong, the nadon, the Church 
ef Christ, or the world at large ; and to 
entreat that he would adsq^t th^e dispensa- 
tions of his providenoe, and the eommuni' 
cations of his grace, to their se\^ral exi- 
gencies. 

Thehr prindpal design is to promote the 
growth of grace in their own souls, to ad- 
vance the interests of piety in their families 
and neighbourhoods, and ensure its diffusion 
through the earth, and its triumph among 
all nations. 

And can it be necessary to insist upon 
the advantage and importance of these so- 
cieties ? 

No objects can be more sublime and in- 
teresting than those which these associa- 
tions have in view ; and their results are 
noble and delightful. 

They have a beneficial effect upon our 
personal piety — the revival of religion in 
our country, and its propagation through- 
out all the earth. 

They are conducive to our personal 
piety. 

If, indeed, we wish for no more religion 
than what consists in forms and appear- 
ances } which requires us to go through out- 
ward duties and observances, but which 
leaves the heart cold, dull, and unaffected ; 
which leaves us in a state of conformity to 
the world, destitute of nearness to the Most 
High, arid strangers, to the light of his coun- 
tenance, and the joys of his salvation ; wc 
have no need to unite in these associations, 
and give ourselves to extraordinary prayer. 
It will be perfectly sufficient to keep up a 
form of devotion in secret, to go through a 
dry and lifeless round of family worship, 
and appear once or twice in our pew on 
Sabbath, 

But if w'e dare not rely on outward ob- 
servances ; if we are terrified at the form 
without the power of godliness ; if we trem- 
ble at the idea of having a name to live, 
while we are dead ; if we long for fellow- 
ship with God, and are eager to come near 
unto him, even unto his seat, and there to 
order all our cause before him ; if we delight 
in the light of his countenance, and long for 
the joys of his salvation ; if we would wish 


, fiifte to mttieives the treasuTes of 
redeeming mercf, and dear up our owm 
mtereat la the bl^stngv of the great salva- 
Uon-^then these meetiii^ are important 
and inraluable. 

In toem God pemfits us to draw near 
unto himself, and to fill Our mouth With ar- 
guments ; he allows us to pour out our 
hearts freely in his presence, and trials all 
his goodness pass before us. There he lays 
open all his treasures, and invites us to'pt^- 
take of all his rich and inexhaustible provi- 
sions. His resources are immense ; but the 
w'hole are unfolded for our benefit, and laid 
open to our enjoyment and use. Here we 
may, in succession, take up every promise 
of his word, and every engagement of his 
faithfulness and love ; plead these in -our 
prayers, and lodge them before his throne. 
All things are ours. He says, “ Ask, and 
ye shall receive. If two of you shall agree 
on earth as touching any thing that ye shall 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
who is in heaven.” ** Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them.” 

How' often, in these societies, has the 
God of all grace drawm near to the members 
in the kindness of his love ; and, in the ful- 
ness of his saving power, spoken peace to 
their spirits, and sealed the tokens of his 
favour on their hearts ! How often has the 
garment of mortality hung lightly around 
them ; and their faith, entering into that 
wdiich is within the veil, brought them near 
to the general assembly and church of the 
first-born 1 They have stood on the verge 
of heaven, and enjoyed fellowship with the 
spirits of the justl They have found it 
good to be there 1 Their fellowship has 
been with the Father and the Son ! They 
have seen the King in his beauty, and pos- 
sessed some anticipation of the felicity and 
rapture of glorified immortals I 

Now, if the substance be better than the 
shadow ; if the reality be superior to the 
mere semblance and representation ; if it be 
better to be encompassed with the riches 
of grace, and blessed with all spiritual bless- 
ings in heavenly places, than amused with 
the mere symbols of piety, while in fact we 
were left in the darkness of ignorance, and 
in all the starvation and wretchedness of a 
carnal and unconverted condition ; then who 
can tell the grandeur of the worth of these 
associations, where the soul is carried beyond 
the stiffness and formality of mere external 
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into the very heart anid substance 
offent^iie devotion I 
/When we are labouring under the lan- 
ginoir and frigidi^ of our cold and dull ob- 
servances, we often think that it would be 
w^l worth w’hile to die, to get a sight of the 
services of heaven, and w itness the warmth, 
elevation, and ardour of the inhabitants of 
heaven I They have no wanderings in their 
minds, nor any coldness in their affections. 
Their whole heart and soul are thrown into 
their work. They do some justice to the 
generosity and grace of Jesus, and give him 
some of the glory due unto his name ! 

Hark 1 bow the adoring hosts above. &c. 

Now, in these meetings, the first emotions 
of heaven have been Felt ; and there the 
faithful have gathered around them those 
principles and enjoyments which they have 
carried into the world of bliss, and will 
retain through eternity.. 

If we have proper views of religion, we 
will prefer a few moments of the divine 
presence, to months and years of mere life- 
less and formal service. We would rather 
possess the bles^sings promised in the Psalms, 
than have enjoyed the honour of writing 
t:hem ; we woula rather obtain nearness to 
God, than occuby a throne. During the 
effusion of the Holy Spirit in North Ame- 
rica, there is more crowding to prayer-meet- 
ings than to sermons. 

When w'e are meeting with God, we can- 
not leave off. 

“ I will not let thee go, except thou bless 
me.” 


Would you like, when the brief journey 
of life is closed, to enter into rest-^to see 
God ? to behold his glory, and be for ever 
filled and satisfled with his likeness ? Come 
then, my peofke, enter into your ch^bers, 
and shut the doors about you ! Here the 
cares and toils, the noise and clamour of a 
distracted and contentious world, are ex- 
cluded. Here you enjoy days of heaven, 
and seasons of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord. For a time things seen and 
perishing are forgotten. The grand and 
overpowering realities of eternity are seen 
and felt. The Lord is in the midst of you ! 
Is. it not written, “ Then they that feared 
the Lord, spoke often one to another ; and 
the Lord hearkened, and heard it? By 
beholding his matchless loveliness and infinite 
excellencies, your souls are charmed with 
his glories, and rivetted to his service. You 
exclaim, how great is his love, how un- 
searchable his goodness. You retire from 
the meeting transported with his kindness ; 
and, oh I how enlarged and elevated are 
you in the duties of the family, and in the 
exercises of the closet ! 

'When one who holds communion with the skies— 
Has bird his urn where the pure waters rise. 

And once more mingles with us, meaner things ; 

’Tis even as if an angel shook his winpis ; 

Immortal fragrance fills the circuit wide, 

And tells us where his treasure is supplied— 

You go through the duties of life with the 
gentleness and dignity of the citizens of 
Zion. 

How come some men to live and con- 
verse more like angels than men? They 
are often in these meetings. 


GLASGOW:— W. R. M‘PHUN, FUBLISHER, 8G, TRONGATE, 
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‘ Be stilL and know that I am. God .'" — Psalm xlvi. 10. 


When the disciples, in a nig-ht of dark- 
ness and storm, were tossed with tempests 
and ready to perish, the Lord Jesus arose 
from his resting-place, and said to the winds 
and waves, “ Peace, be still.” The waters 
heard and obeyed the voice of their God ; — 
“ instantly there was a calm.” May these 
w'ords of our God, whose voice is upon the 
waters, ‘‘ who stilleth the noise of the weaves 
and the tumults of the people,” be as quick 
and powerful this day in our hearts, to sub- 
due them to the obedience of the faith, to 
calm every rising opposition to his most 
holy will, and to cause “ the peace of God 
to keep our hearts and minds through Jesus 
Christ.” 

The command here given, and the simili- 
tude under which it is conveyed, imply a 
previous and very different state — a state of 
commotion and trouble ; a day of dimness, 
darkness, and dismay; a time of sorrows 
multiplied, till like mighty billows, they are 
ready to overwhelm the soul. 

But, over all this scene of terror and dis- 
may, over all these rising billows, the voice 
of God cometh forth as the voice of the 
Eternal, “ Be still, and know that I am 
God and this voice heard, understood, 
and obeyed, like the command, “ Let there 
be light” uttered over the chaos of a dark 

VoL. V No. 179. 


w'orld, brings light, and life, and peace, to 
the troubled soul. 

I. Let us consider, in the first place, then, 
what is implied in the stillness which we are 
here called to. And, 

1st. It implies the restraint of all tumul- 
tuous passions^ and silent submission to the 
will of God. 

The impulse of nature, in seasons of sore 
affliction, is to vent itself in complaints, and 
tears, and lamentations ; and it were well 
if our sorrows carried us no farther than 
this, and that even when these outward 
expressions are restrained, there were not 
deeper and darker feelings generated within ; 
but it is much to be feared that many 
give way to the temptation of Job, when his 
grief was very great, and inwardly accuse 
God, and rise against him. When exposed 
to such seasons of afflictions, those who 
know not God are apt to indulge in the 
most unworthy thoughts of him — impute 
harshness and severity to bis •government, 
repine at the appointments of his wisdom, 
and fret as if they had received what they 
did not deserve, and even those “ who know 
God,” who “ acknowledge him in all their 
ways,” who do trust in him, and know that 
he will bring to pass what concerns their 
salvation, are too often moved from this, 
T 
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their confidence, by sore affliction. The 
cloud that rests on them darkens their 
views even of God ; and, amid many ex- 
pressions of resignation, doubts of the divine 
providence and love, murmurings, discon- 
tent, and rebellion, will often be found lurk- 
ing within. • 

Now, the first and most obvious thing to 
which we are here called, is the restraint 
and subjugation of all such unworthy 
thoughts and tumultuous feelings : “ Be 
still — put down these sinful repinings — 
these proud risings of soul. “ Be still.” — 
Remember what thou art, and no more dis- 
pute God’s right to do with thee as seemeth 
good to him. “ Be still.” — If thou canst 
not eradicate, at least seek to subdue, to 
restrain, and to curb so offensive and sinful 
a resistance to God. 

To some this degree of submission may 
appear to be easy. Such have the evidence | 
in this very thought that they know only, if 
they have known at all, the “ beginning of 
sorrows.” When favoured with health, 
friends, and prosperity — w ith domestic com- 
fort and cheerful days, there is no great 
difficulty ill speaking and thinking w'ell of j 
the ways of God ; but when tribulation j 
abounds, and sorrow's are multiplied; when - 
streams of earthly comfort are not only 
dried up, but pour forth w'aters of bitter- 
ness ; when disease and death spoil us of 
our best earthly treasures, and the desire | 
of our eyes is taken away with a stroke ; | 
-when every thing around us is clad in | 
ilarkness, and every prospect covered with j 
dismay ; when God thus lets loose his 
winds upon us, and all his billows go over 
us — then, to look up in silent submission, and 
“ to be still,” “ because the Lord hath done 
it,” this is, indeed, a very blessed, but very 
difficult attainment. 

But, difficult as it is, still, through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, it has been 
attained, and that even by men “ of like pas- 
sions with ourselves.” Very dreadful was 
the trial of Aaron, when his sons, the Lord s 
])riests, were consumed for ofiering strange 
fire on the Lord’s altar; and yet it is wTitten 
“ for oiir learning,” “ Aaron held his peace,” 
because the Lord did it. Very sharp and 
afflicting was the trial of Abraham ^when he 
jirayed, with all the anxiety of a tender 
parent, “ O that Ishmael might live before 
thee!” but received only for answer, “ia 
Isaac will I establish my covenant J* And 
yet he disputed not with God ; but then, as 
before, stay^A his mind on this : “ Shall not 


the Judge of all the earth do right ?” Still 
more awful was the trial of Eli, w hen the 
Lord said to him, for the iniquity of bis sons, 
and his neglect of them, “ I will cut off 
thine owm arm, and the arm of thy father’s 
house, and there shall not be an old man in 
thy house for ever ; and he that is left in 
thy house shall be to consume thine eyes 
and to grieve thy heart ;” yet he answered, 
“ It is the Lord.” But a greater than 
patriarch or prophet is in this path of silent 
I submission : “ He w'as led as a sheep to the 
slaughter,” says the Scriptures, “ and, as a 
lamb before his shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth.” “ Is there any sor- 
row like unto his sorrow' ?” who himself 
“carried our sorrows ?” How willing, then, 
ought we to be not only to suffer as he 
suffered, but anxious to walk amid our 
sufferings as he walked, and to be enabled 
to say with his servant, amid the severest 
trials that can befall us, “I w'as dumb; I 
I 0 [)ened not my mouth, because Thou didst 
it.” 

2d. But the stillness here spoken of im- 
plies something more than restraint and 
silence. It implies humble acquiescence^ 
childlike submission^ and consequent calm- 
ness. 

At the root of all our murmuring, and all 
the proud risings of’ our souls against God 
in seasons of affliction, lies either unbelief 
or profanity. Either we do not believe that 
God “ hath done it,” or do not believe in 
the wisdom and the love with w'hich he hath 
done it ; and hence there often lurks in the 
mind, even amid much seeming submission, 
a desire that it had been otherwise than God 
hath chosen it to be — a wish that we had 
what God has been pleased to deny us — a 
wish to retain what he has seen meet to 
take aw'ay. Now' it is when this feeling 
is discovered, abjured, and cast out by much 
prayer, (for othervvise it goes not out at all,) 
— when we arc enabled from the heart to 
justify God and God’s ways, even in the 
most crushing strokes of his righteous pro- 
vidence, — w hen we are made to feel that all 
is infinitely less than he might have justly 
called us to endure, and to prize the unme- 
rited mercies which he has mingled with 
our cup of sorrow, it is then that w e reach 
in some degree the temper and disposition 
to which we are here called. 

This acquiescence, however, is very 
different from that stupid indifference or 
stoical apathy which some have affected 
in seasons of affliction. Those who do not 



THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


219 


feel the losses with which they are visited, 
who are so gross and selfish that nothing 
affects them but w hat comes in the shape of 
bodily privation or bodily pain, are incapa- 
ble of the high and holy resignation W'e now 
speak of. WheVe there is no storm, there 
can be no calming of the troubled elements ; 
where there is no tumult, there can be no 
stilling of violent passions, by high thoughts 
of God, and duty and eternity ; where there 
is no emotion, there can be no trial, no victory 
over the weakness of nature by the power 
of grace ; and the very supposition there- 
fore, of such acquiescence and submission, 
far from implying any such stupid apath}^ 
supposes a struggle, a severe and painful 
struggle, betw een the weakness of nature 
and perversity of sin, and the principles and 
hopes of the Gospel, by which they are to 
be overcome and subdued. Nay, this temper 
is not only very different from such stoical 
apathy, but is also very dificrent from 
that forced and lingering acquiescence by 
which we part with what we can no longer 
Jtold, and try to get over what we cannot 
prevent. It is, indeed, to part with what 
we can no longer hold, but it is to do so “ not 
by constraint, but vvillingl 3 \” It is to feel 
that w hat has befallen us, is the will of God ; 
that, being fm will, it is, and must be, in- 
finitely best for us, however dark, discour- 
aging, and perplexing, it may at the time 
appear. It is to look back on comforts and 
blessings felt, relished, and rejoiced in, all 
def)arted, and with the keenest sense of 
their value to say over their departure, 
“ The will of God be done.” It is to look 
around on once happy scenes written all 
blankness and desolation, so far as earth and 
time extend, and yet to say, “ Shall I re- 
ceive good at the hand of the Lord, and not 
evil also ?” It is to lookforw'ard to a changed 
world, and to that way which lies before us, 
now so lonely, dark, and difficult, and to say, 
as David did w hen he w ent up by the ascent 
of mount Olivet barefooted, and escaping 
for his life from the holy city, his heart more 
WTung by the treachery of Absalom than by 
his own destitute condition : “ Carry back 
the ark of God to the city. If I shall find 
favour in the sight of the Lord, he will bring 
me again, and show me both it and his holy 
habitation ; but if he thus say, I have no 
delight in thee, behold, here I am ; let him 
do to me as seemeth good to him.” 

Happy is the man who gains such an 
ascendency over these troubled and tempes- 
tuous feelings which sudden or desolating 


afflictions cause to rush over the soul ; w ho 
can, and does thus vindicate the ways of God 
to himself, even when “heart and flesh” is 
ready to “ fuiut and fail who thus cleaves 
to him, saying, “ Though he slay me,” and 
every earthly comfort, “ yet will I trust in 
Him and who, amid a darkness and de- 
solation that is often ready to overwhelm, 
arises and goes about his father’s business 
with increased disentanglement and ala- 
crity. “ It is, indeed, good that a man 
should both thus hope and quietly wait for 
the salvation of the Lord.” 

3d. But, finally, the text calls us not only 
to such humble acquiescence and submis- 
sion, but even to joyful tranquillity in tht 
midst of tribulation. 

When the troubled waters are stilled, 
they not only move along quietly, or sleej) 
softly in their bed, but the image of the 
placid heavens is again reflected from their 
bosom ; they again sweetly water and re- 
fresh the banks they struck so rudely with 
their waves ; the vessels which w^ere tossed 
with tempest are borne quietly along to their 
desired haven ; — so the soul that is in the full 
meaning of the word stilled and subdued, 
arrives at a blessed calmness of spirit — a 
holy tranquillity— a joyful composure. — Irs 
tribulation workotli patience ; and “ pa- 
tience, experience ; and experience, hope ; 
and hope maketh not ashamed, because the 
love of God is shed abroad in the heart.” 
“ Thou shall keep him in perfect peace,” 
says the blessed Word, “whose mind is 
stayed on thee, because he trusteth in thee.” 
Wherefore he hath said, “ Be careful for 
nothing, but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made knowm to God, and the 
peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, shall keep your minds through Jesus 
Christ” — keep or garrison the soul ; garri- 
son it against all enemies ; confirm it against 
all attacks ; — secure it against all opposition. 
Some degree of this peace all they have, 
who, even while “ they walk in darkness,’^ 
stay themselves on God ; and many reach 
it to a very happy and blessed extent. 
Thus Job, in the darkest night of his adver- 
sity, was yet enabled to say, “ The Lord 
gave, and the Lord taketh away ; blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” He w ould bless 
him both in giving and taking away, satis- 
fied that his taking away was a blessing, as 
w'ell as his giving ; and that, if he could only 
see it, there was as much wisdom in the one 
as in the other. Thus also David says. 
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“ I will praise and bless the Lord while I 
have any being." But Jesus, who was in 
all points tempted as we are, yet without 
sin,’* hath left us a still brighter example of 
this high and blessed attainment ; w^ho, 
contemplating the most inscrutable and 
unsearchable of all God’s ways to men, 
rejoiced in them, as manifestations of that 
will which is always holy, wise and good. 
“ In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, 
and said, I thank thee, O Father, ' Lord 
of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, ami 
hast revealed them unto babes : even so. 
Father, for so itseemeth good in thy sight.” 
And multitudes even of the feeblest of his 
followers have, by his supporting grace, 
been enabled to pass through the most 
“ fiery trials,” saying, “ We dwell under the 
shadow* of the Almighty ; he is a very pre- 
sent help in times of trouble ; therefore we 
W'iil not be afraid though the waters roar 
anil be troubled ; though the mountains” of 
our firm confidence “ be removed, and cast 
into the sea : yea, though the %-tree doth 
not blossom, and the labour of the olive fail ; 
though all w'orited comforts cease, and all 
creature joys be dried up, yet will we joy 
in God” — the God of our salvation. 

But w’hile this blessed security and holy joy 
is thus attainable even in the midst of tribula- 
tion, it is more frequently the fruit and con- 
sequence of rightly improved affliction than 
its present attendant. It is the peaceable 
“ fruit of righteousness which is wrought out 
in those who are rightly exercised by those 
afflictions w'hich are not, and cannot, be at 
the present joyous but grievous.” But it 
is a fruit which even the deepest of these 
sorrows have a direct tendency to produce 
in such souls ; for whence comes our un- 
happiness, our darkness, our doubt, but from 
opposing God, preferring our own walls, 
wishing things to be as we would have 
them, rather than as He would have them ? 
Now, such great and heavy strokes at once 
remind us of our own weakness, and cast 
us upon God alone for comfort ; lead us to 
know that his ways are not as our ways, . 
and thus tend to lead us to resign and com- | 
mit ourselves, and all w*e have, to him who j 
knows infinitely best what is good for us, 
and “ can make all things work together” to 
accomplish that end. 

Happy is the soul that, by its sorrows 
however multiplied, however w’ounding to 
flesh and blood, is thus weaned from every 
creature confidence, drawn to God with 


full and entire dependence, and, by every 
storm that darkens and infests this lower 
world, brought to fix its “ chiefest joy” 
where these storms can never reach, and to 
say with a surer and firmer voice, “ O God, 
thou art my God ; whom “have I in heaven 
but thee V and there is none in earth whom 
I desire in comparison with thee.” 

Such is the silent submission, humble ac- 
quiescence, and peaceful composure to which 
w'e are here called. And when God calls 
us to these, he adds sure and sufficient 
ground for their exercise, the highest and 
most glorious reason for their cultivation : 
“ Be still, and know that I am God.” I am 
God, therefore be thou still. 

II. What, then, is the force of this rea- 
son ? This is the second thing into which 
we are to inquire. And, 

1st. He w ho afflicts is God supreme^ the 
sovereign Ruler of the universe. I am God : 
“ I create the light and the darkness “ I 
wound and I heal 1 kill and 1 keep alive, 
saith the Lord.” Therefore let “ all flesli 
keep silence w*hen God riseth” up ; when he 
“ Cometh out of his place, even though it be 
for judgment, w'hich is his strange work.” 

But there is more in the consideration of 
God’s supreme pow’cr and sovereign autho- 
rity to calm our minds than this. “ Our 
I God is in the heaven, and hath done what- 
soever he hath pleased.” “ None can stay 
his hand, or say. What doest thou T What 
presumption, then, in “ creatures of the 
dust,** in “ children of a day,” in “ sinful 
dust and ashes,” who are “ of yesterday, and 
know nothing,” to question his doings ; to 
sit in judgment on his w’ays ; to lift them- 
selves up against him in repinings, or mur- 
murs, or dislike ? What w'ould an angel or 
glorified spirit from that w orld where all do 
his pleasure, where God is all and in all, and 
where the gathered myriads of heavenly 
hosts — angel, archangel, cherubim, and sera- 
phim — draw their being and their bliss from 
the light of his countenance V What would 
an inhabitant of such a w*orld think of that 
murmuring and disputing against God with 
W'hich W'e are chargeable V How foolish 
and how oftensive in the sight of such a one 
would be, even many of those regrets and 
sorrow's which we think it right to indulge 
in ! How much more offensive, then, must 
all such thoughts be in the sight of Him 
in whose sight the “ heavens are not clean !” 

Thus, in the sovereign and universal 
dominion of the Lord, do we find the most 
certain reason for unqualified, unquestion- 
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in^, unreserved submission to his holy will. 
What time our souls arc ready to be over- 
whelmed withiu us, it is our best resource to 
rise above all eartldy things to the contem- 
plation of Him who is the infinite, eternal, 
and unchangeable Jehovah, and to meet 
every rising wave with the soul-sub<luing 
thought of his supreme and universal do- 
minion. When once the mind is filled with 
these meditations of God, other things are 
reduced to their proper place, and the soul 
is stilled amid all the confusion aird disorder 
of earthly things. 

i2d. He who afilicts is the God of in- 
finite ivisdoin. However sovereign toward 
us are all his acts, in themselves they are 
all acts of infinite wisdom. He may, and 
oiten does, \valk in a mysterious way. He 
plants his footsteps in the sea ; “ his path is 
in the waters,” and wc sec “ but a small part 
of his w'ays but still “justice and judg- 
ment are the habitation of his throne,” and 
the character of all his doings. W ell, there- 
fore, does it become us to commit every 
thing into his hand ; to trust all to his un- 
erring wisdom ; to adore when we cannot 
fathom ; and to say, airful all the darkness, 
disappointments, and decay of earthly 
things, and all the sorrows and desolation 
which these may bring to us, “ Great 
and marvellous are. thy works, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are all thy ways, 
thou King of saints ; who shall not fear 
thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name, for 
thou only art holy ?” 

And the comfort which arises from such 
thoughts is not confined to any one species 
of trouble or afliictioti. It is equally apj)lica- 
ble to all that can darken, distress, or dis- 
turb us. As soon as the will of God is 
manifested ; as soon as any thing has be- 
come part of “ the doings of the Lord” to 
ns, we are warranted to tlee to this strong 
rock for onr consolation and support. It is 
his willy therefore it is infinitely w'ise and 
infinitely good ; nay, it is “ according to 
the council of his will’’ — part of the great 
design which lie is carrying forward by all 
his creatures and all their actions ; and j 
being so, however dark to us, however in- 
explicable, it surely becomes us “ to hope, j 
and quietly to wait to see wdiat God will 
do.” 

Our owm case, whatever it may be, can 
be no exception to these general principles. 
It too is part of the ways of God, for “ he ! 
nninbereth the hairs of our head.” It is a part | 
in which he takes an especial interest, for 


** even a sparrow fulleth not to the ground wlth- 
outliis knowledge and he hathtaught us to 
say, “He who clotheth the lilies, and feedeth 
the ravens when they cry, how much more 
will he care for you, O ye of little faith.” 
It is, therefore, Vipart of these ways which 
arc all guided by infinite wisdom and un- 
erring rectitude. Dark it may, indeed, 
appear to us ; desolate and afflicted it may 
leave us ; but the longer we contemplate it, 
and the more we view it as the work of 
God, the more will we discover of light and 
love in its darkest shades. Now, indeed, 
we are often in perplexity, and after all our 
ponderings, all our prayers, all our thoughts, 
have only to stand amazed, and wondering 
“ what the (md of tliose things which the 
Lord hath done shall bo and even after 
much light has been thrown on them, and 
great purposes have been discovered to be 
answered by them, wo must still, in a great 
majority of cases, just take our stand with 
the humble in every age by a sea which we 
cannot fathom, saying, “ O the depth both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God; how 
unsearchable are his ways and his judg- 
ments past our finding out!” But though he 
giveth notan account of his matters ; though 
he wills that we should “ live by faith, and 
not by sight,” even with regard to the pur- 
poses of his providence ; though he chooses 
that we shoidd rely on his arm, simply be- 
cause it is his, not knowing whither he leads 
us ; yet have we the promise of Christ, that 
what we know not now, we shall know here- 
after. The wheels of providence are intricate 
and involved, and often lifted up far above 
out of our sight ; but when wo too are lifted 
up, when the promised hereafter comes, 
then shall we “know even as we are known 
then shall we “ no more see through a glass 
darkly,” but then shall we both see and 
acknowledge, that towards all his people in 
all his ways our God hath abounded not 
only in grace, but “ in all wisdom ;” and 
that, by every step however painful, hath 
he led us “ by a right w'ay to a city that 
hath foundations.” 

Such, then, being the nature of the divine 
government, such the unerring wisdom of 
our God, how unworthy is it in us to desire 
that any one step should be left out of our 
way ; that any appointment should be either 
in kind or degree different from what seem- 
eth meet to him, or that any one ingredient 
sho\dd be left out in the bitterest draught 
which he sees needful to administer ! How 
wise and becoming rather to seek to copy 
T2 
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the perfect example of sufFerin^ which 
Christ bath left us, and to say of all, “ The 
cup which the r’ather hath given me, shall 
1 not drink it ? not my will, but thine be 
done I” 

3d. But I hasten to observe, that “ God 
is love,'' and that here we have a new and 
higher motive still for submission and resig- 
nation : “ Be still, and know that I am 
God,” even a God of love. Yes, “ God is 
love,” and all the afflictions which are 
ready to overwhelm us ; — all the darkness 
which covers our path, are under the guid- 
ance, and at the disposal, of infinite love. 
Even in the darkest times, his people are 
encouraged to draw near to him, and to 
look to him under this calming and solacing 
aspect. He is well pleased with them for 
Christ’s sake, and in him may they con- 
stantly draw near to God as their reconciled 
God and Father. And here, indeed, is a 
source of never-failing comfort, joy, and 
hope, amid all their afflictions. Being a 
God of love, “he doth ‘not afflict willingly 
nor grieve the children of men he taketh 
no pleasure in seeing poor creatures tossed 
w'ith tempests and with fears ; but perceiv- 
ing us to be in a path of danger, and know- 
ing the value of our souls, “ he afflicts for our 
profit, that we may become partakers of his 
holiness.” If we would forget him, put the 
world in his place, and choose our own will, 
this were to gather to ourselves all that 
would most certainly ruin us for ever. Sure- 
ly, then, it is mercy and love in him to take 
aw'ay whatever we so abuse, and so shut us 
up anew to seek our chief happiness where 
only it can be found ; and surely such 
mercy and love should be met with unquali- 
fied submission and sincere gratitude. “We 
have had parents in the flesh who corrected 
us,” and we both honoured them and be- 
lieved their kindness ; how much more 
should we be in subjection to the Father of 
our spirits, and live ]” They often, with 
minglings of human frailty — with partial 
wisdom chastened us ; but He, “ for our 
profit,” with unerring wisdom, appoints 
every rod, and measures every stroke. 
Surely, then, it is meet that so kind and 
gracious a Father should hear us saying, 
“ I have borne chastisements ; I will not 
offend any more, even by one doubt or one 
murmur against God.” 

Nay, more, such chastisement is a special 
proof of love. Did he leave us “ without 
it,” he wmuld leave us without that “whereof 
all his children,” one way or another, “ are 


partakers.” For whom he loveth, “he 
cliasteneth, and scourgeth every son he 
receiveth.” It is a Father’s love, indeed, 
which follow's a wayw^ard child ; which 
refuses to part with him, or leave him to 
wander ; which bears with all his resistance 
and folly ; w hich hedges up his way, and 
forsakes him not till restored to the fold, 
and gladly and joyfully saying, “ The Lord 
is my Shepherd ; before I was afflicted, I 
went astray ; but now I am returned to the 
shepherd and bishop of my soul.” 

The language of affliction, then, is very 
different from what it is generally supposed 
and felt to be. It is the language of the 
purest love, the most anxious concern, the 
tenderest care. It is as if God said. There 
is a dear child wandering ; if he w’alk in 
that path, it will prove his ruin. There he 
is taking and receiving the things w'hich 
unfit him for the place I have called him 
to — injuring his prospects for eternity, — los- 
ing his crown, and yet he is blind. All my 
kindness he rather abuses ; all my forbear- 
ances rather encourage him. I cannot let 
him thus perish ; if he will not be drawn to 
me, he must bo driven ; if he will not come, 
he must be brought. Go, then, sore disease, 
sudden loss, awful bereavement, and take 
from that dear child what keeps him from 
his chiefest good ; and make him know, that 
even when I afflict, it is in very faithfulness 
and in very love. And even when w^e can 
trace no such immediate happy effects ; — 
when our afflictions cut dowm our best 
spiritual comforts, as well as our most prized 
temporal blessings ; — when they deprive 
us not only of much earthly delight, but of 
much spiritual refreshment, still we are to 
cleave to this, that in infinite love they are 
sent. Whence come they? Do they not 
all come from Him “ who spared not his 
own Son, but freely gave him for us all ?” 
If, then, he hath indeed given his Son for 
us ; if he so loved us, that when no other 
sacrifice could do, t/iis w as not spared, how 
certainly may we advance to the blessed 
conclusion, “ How shall he not with him 
freely give ns all things ?” And if with him 
he freely give us all things needful for eter- 
nity, or glorious in it, how' surely will he 
not take away any thing that could be 
spared in consistency with his glory and our 
ultimate good. Surely, then, it is a WTetched 
thing for those who rejoice in the hope of 
God’s mercy unto eternal life, to doubt of his 
love in the aftlictions of this life. Such doubts 
are most dishonourable to God ; and, there- 
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fore, our daily prayer should be, that we may 
so know him, and Jesus Christ whom* he 
hath sent, so as not only in patience, but in 
peace, to possess our souls at all times. 

Such, then, are the high and sufficient 
grounds here given us in this one word for 
quietness and submission, for composure, 
and solemn joy, in seasons of affliction. 
God our God is the sovereign Ruler of the 
universe ; — Let us mark his doings, observe 
his goings forth, and receive his appoint- 
ments in silent submission. He is a God 
of infinite wisdom, of unerring rectitude : — 
Let us acquiesce in all his dispensations as 
infinitely the best: — He is love. Let us 
compose our souls into that blessed tran- 
quillity which arises from trusting in him. 

Know, then, that this is the God who 
ruleth over all, and “ Be still know it, ye 
that are far from God, and who may never yet 
have felt the need of his consolations. You 
may think the day of sorrow far off ; but 
“ man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly 
upward.” And when these troubles shall roll 
on to you, w*herc is your hope ? In such 
seasons the believer himself, with all his 
hopes and confidence in God, is ready to 
be overwhelmed. Where, then, shall you 
appear ? where get what may stay and 
comfort your heart, and keep you from 
choosing iniquity rather than affliction? 
Unhappy, unhappy beyond what words 
can express, are those who in the hour 
of nature’s weakness, and this world’s deso- 
lation, know not what it is to go to God. 
They have no rock or fortress to which to 
flee ; no anchor, sure and steadfast by which 
they might hang till the storm be overpast. 
The very thoughts of God, which to those 
w'ho know him are full of support, are their 
terror and dismay. “ There is no peace, 
saith my God, unto the wicked” at any time ; 
but visibly and emphatically so in seasons 
of affliction, “ the wicked are like the 
troubled sea, which cannot rest, casting 
up mire and dirt.” Know, then, the 
Lord in this the day of your merciful 
visitation.” Give glory to GU)d before 
your feet stumble upon the dark mountain, 
and, while you look for light, he turn it 
into the shadow of death, and make it gross 
darkness. “ Seek him while he is to be 
found,” that when the days of darkness 
come you may have a hiding-place from the 
storm, a covert from the tempest. And let 
all who know the Lord, who rejoice in his 
power, wisdom, and love, as their true sup- 
port in time of sorrow, realize the presence 


of the Saviour with them wherever they are. 
He walks forth amid all the storms and 
tempests which roll over this world, saymg 
continually to those that are his, ” Fear not, 
it is I : Be still, and know that I am God.” 
Open the eye of faith, and see him ever 
present. Lift up the ear of faith and catch 
those glad accents w hich come forth over 
all the floods of great waters which can 
overflow the soul. ” Hear, and your souls 
shall live.” “ Believe, and enter into rest.” 

Such are the grounds on which we are 
called to stay ourselves on God amid the 
darkest dispensations ; and such I feel are 
the only sufficient grounds on w hich I can 
expect you to attain to calmness, acquies- 
cence, and submission, in reference to that 
event which now fills every mind. 

And never, indeed, did any stand more 
in need of the support and consolation which 
these words convey than we do at this time. 
When the useless are taken away, w'e may 
mourn for their own sake, but we cannot 
mourn for the sake of the world. When 
the aged are called to lay aside their earthly 
tabernacle, w'e feel that it is meet that “ the 
shock fully rij>e” should be gathered into 
the garner ; but when youth and health, the 
full tide cf life, and the yet but opening 
career of usefulness are suddenly arrested j 
when the hopes of future years and the 
expectations of future usefulness come to an 
end in a iiioraerit ; when the brightest pro- 
mise of much fruit is crushed down and 
buried where it budded fairest, — the mind is 
unhinged ; and it is not till w*e can think of 
God in the wisdom of his providence, and 
in the riches of his grace, that we are 
able to calm our troubled and tumultuous 
thoughts. 

And all this is peculiarly found in the 
event which we lament, and now seek to 
improve. Your beloved pastor w^as in the 
midst of his days, and in the midst of his 
usefulness. His bright and blessed career 
was but opening upon him. Health and 
strength seemed to promise long life, and 
growing devotedness brought the assurance 
that that life would be one of unwearied 
usefulness. When “ in an hour when we 
thought not,” the hand of death was per* 
mitted to lay his cold arrest on him, and on 
all the hopes which centred in him. Most 
needful for us, then, at this time is it to 
recall the all-wise government and infinite 
love of the blessed God, and to stay our- 
selves on him. We know that that life is 
long enough in which the great purpose of 
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livings has been accomplished, the soul saved, 
and eternity prepared for; wo know that 
there is a way of living- long in short time ; 
we know that the life of him^ whose life was 
“ the light of the world,” was but thirty- 
three years, and the most active part of that 
life only three ; we know, and rtyoice to 
know, that he whom we mourn was his dis- 
ciple, and sought to walk even as he walked; 
but, with all this, it is not till we return and 
contemplate this “ as the doing” of the 
Supreme, the purpose oF the all-wise God, 
that we can know the full ground we have 
for submission, and acquiescence, and set- 
tled peace. 

But while we thus seek, by such consi- 
derations, to still our minds, so as that, 
while “ chastened,” they may be sanctified, 
while driven from man, they may be drawn 
to God, one great nurpose, for which we 
ought to employ the calm thus obtained, is, 
a right remembrance of him whom w'C 
mourn, and a right improvement of the 
privileges we enjoyed under him. 

When we see a river w hose streams make 
glad many lands, we eagerly follow its 
course, and tra(!e its first flowings with great 
dedight ; so when (xod has been pleased to 
open a river whose streams have gladdened 
many souls, and comforted many hearts, we 
have an eager desire to discover its first 
rising, and to mark its gradual enlargement 
as fed by many tributary streams it rolls 
on in its course. Of the early life, however, 
of your departed pastor, 1 know compara- 
tively little ; but 1 do know that there was, 
even then, such early symptoms of superior 
excellence, as awakened the joy of parents, 
the prayers of pious friends, the deliglit of 
instructors, and the love of all. As he ad- 
vanced, and his mind began to be formed, 
there appeared such aptness to learn, such 
readiness of mind, such patient assiduity, 
and such unexampled success, as gave pro- 
mise of the very highest eminence. No 
pains were spared in cultivating a mind so 
fitted to receive all cultivation ; and the 
result w^as, as you all know, one of the most 
accomplished scholars, one of the best in- 
formed men, and one of the most splendid 
writers which the country could rejoice in. 
And even then there was united with this 
superiority, an amiability of mind, ‘and a 
meekness of character, which drew the i 
hearts of all to him. His superiority awak- , 
«ned no feeling among his companions but 
admiration, and that admiration had no bit- 
terness nor envy in it. His success was felt 


to be a common honour in which all shared ; 
j and when crowned with the highest aca- 
demical distinctions, and drawing the plau- 
dits of admiringthousands, every one seemed 
to rejoice in these honours as if partly his 
own. 

“ But what things were gain” to him in 
these respects, “ these he had by the grace 
of God “ learned to count loss” in compari- 
son with the “ excellent knowledge of Christ 
Jesus.” Yea, to “ count all things but loss 
to win Christ,” “ to be found in him,” and 
to make him known to others. 

Under these impressions, he entered on 
studies more immediately preparatory to the 
work of the ministry. There, as in every 
other department he excelled, and came 
forth largely and liberally acquainted with 
the science of theology, and still more deeply 
impressed with the glory and importance 
of its truths. Having received license to 
preach from the Presbytery of Edinburgh, 
he entered on the work of the ministry with 
delight. His preaching even in these days 
did not disapj)oint the hopes and expecta- 
tions of his friends, high as these were. Ho 
was hailed as a joyful accession to the 
talents and piety of the Church, and very- 
soon called to the pastoral charge of this 
large and important parish. 

This event seems to have awakened all 
the energies and all the responsibilities of 
his mind, to have confirmed every principle 
of religion in it, and to have called forth a 
more unreserved devotedness of himself, 
“ soul, body, and spirit,” to the work of the 
ministry. You cannot have forgot under 
what a solemn feeling of responsibility he 
addressed you on the first day, when, as 
your pastor he spoke to you from this place, 
which now must “ know him no more and 
yourselves are witnesses with how much 
fidelity, and earnestness, and assiduity, he 
was enabled to “ disch-arge the ministry he 
had received,” and to fulfil the office, the 
weight of which he felt so much. Need I 
speak to you of his preaching? his high 
and lofty words yet sound in your ears ; 
his deep and spirit-moving sentiments still 
re-echo in your bosom. He was indeed 
“ an eloquent man and mighty in the scrip- 
tures,” a scribe well instructed unto the 
kingdom, who brought forth out of his trea- 
sures things new and old.” Deeply versed 
in the sacred scriptures, and in all that may 
help to a right understanding of them, per- 
sonally feeding on the glorious truths they 
reveal, and it was his joy and delight tg 
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expound these scriptures “ that the word 
of Christ might dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding.” Feel- 
ing the benefit of a connected view of divine 
truth, it was his desire, and one which, 
through the blessing of God, he lived to 
accomplish, to carry you through a con- 
nected view of all that God hath made 
known for our salvation and sanctification 
our guidance in life, our hope in death, and 
our happiness in eternity. On all the sub- 
jects which thus came under review in his 
daily course of lecturing and preaching, he 
w'as powerful and eloquent, but it was when 
expatiating on the wonders of creation, on 
the glories of redemption, or the unseen 
realities of the world to come, that his mind 
rose to its highest and most joyful exercise, 
and poured itself forth in such a tide of mag- 
niloquent language and full-orbed expres- 
sions, as brought the whole before you with 
surpassing and delightful powder. He never 
seemed at any loss to find the most appro- 
priate words to embody even the highest 
imaginings of his gifted mind. He was 
indeed the greatest master of language I 
ever heard, and compelled words to express 
meanings and shades of meaning, with a 
fidelity and fulness all^ his owm. His style 
was highly classical, and what w'as much 
more refreshing to the Christian mind, highly 
scriptural. Deeply imbued with the lan- 
guage and spirit of the scriptures, which, like 
Timothy, “ he had known from a youth,” a 
delightful vein of scripture expression ran 
through all his discourses. Intimately ac- 
quainted with the original languages, even 
when his expressions seemed to go further 
than our mind had been accustomed to be 
carried by the words employed, a more 
minute examination soon showed that it w'as 
not further than the words of the original 
did fully warrant. And deeply impressed 
with the realities of man’s condition as a 
sinful, dying, yet immortal creature, all this 
power of expression was employed only on 
the most important and most useful subjects ; 
— the relation of man to God, the glory of 
Christ, the way of salvation, the feelings of 
a renewed mind, the great realities of death, 
judgment, and eternity, were the constant 
chosen themes of all his preaching. He 
knew that the Gospel reveals a \i'ay of sal- 
vation essentially distinct from all other 
systems. He felt that as ever he would be 
saved himself, or would save others, it be^* 
came him to know and declare that way. 
He felt that it was infinitely dangerous to 


rest in any thing, either different from, or 
short of the truth, as it is in Jesus ; and 
therefore it was, that in all his preaching 
and in all his exertions, he resolved to know 
nothing and to make nothing known in 
comparison with Christ and him crucified 
— the power of God and the wisdom of God 
unto salvation to every one that believetli. 

But much research as he gave himself to, 
finished in a high degree as were his dis- 
courses, enlarged in thought, and lofty and 
elegant in expression as they continued to 
be from sabbath to sabbath, he did not 
confine his ministrations to the pulpit. 

He taught you publicly and from housi 
to house, testifying repentance toward God, 
and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
He attended with assiduous diligence the 
sick and the dying ; he freely entered every 
dwelling where he might be permitted to 
speak for his master and set forth the Sa- 
viour ; he carried with him a feeling heart 
for every suftering, and a ready hand for 
every relief ; and with all, and above all, he 
sought by manifestation of the truth, to 
commend himself to every man’s conscience.” 

Nordid he confine his ministrations in your 
behalf, even to these more stated labours of 
the ministry. He regularly expounded a 
passage of scrit>ture during the interval of 
public worship, and he had a monthly lec- 
ture on the sabbath evening, and a monthly 
prayer meeting on a week-day evening. 
By the first, he sought to turn to good 
account a portion of time, too often spent, 
even by those of whom better things might 
have been expected, in idle conversation. 
By the second, he hoped to have an oppor- 
tunity of preaching the Gospel more widely 
and generally than he could do at the regu- 
lar hours of w'orship. And by the last, he 
sought to unite the hearts of those who 
loved the truth in fervent prayer, for a 
divine blessing on the work of God among 
themselves, and on the labours of God’s 
servants throughout the world. And none 
who attended these happy meetings, will 
ever, I think, forget their happy effect, and 
the unity, the love, the peace, which his 
instructions, but more especially his prayers, 
on such occasions were calculated to inspire. 
Besides all this, he took the deepest interest 
in the spiritual condition of those who came 
to him for instruction ; most anxiously sought 
to prepare the young and others for a right 
and profitable approach to the communion 
table; and in furtherance of this object, 
opened a class for the instruction of young 
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people, which met weekly, and in the exer- 
cises of which he took great and growing 
delight. 

Such was your beloved pastor in the 
public duties of that office, which he re- 
joiced to magnify. If I should attempt 
to gather up the great leading features of 
his character, I would mention, first of all, 
his personal piety and deep feeling of 
ministerial responsibility. Feeling the im- 
portance of his own soul’s salvation, he felt 
the importance of salvation to all over whom 
God had appointed him to watch. Daily 
cultivating habits of piety, he sought to 
form others to the same. Feeling that 
there is a great gulf betwixt all out- 
ward reformation, and that “ regeneration 
without which no man can see the king- 
dom of God he could not be satisfied 
with any thing short of this, and felt that 
he laboured in vain “ till Christ was formed 
in those he sought to save, the hope of 
glory.” The small success of his labours in 
this respect j — the slight impression which 
divine truth produced ; — the many who yet 
remained dead, careless, and worldly ; — the 
many who satisfied themselves with a form 
of godliness while they w'ere strangers to its 
power, lay heavy on his mind. The very 
last time 1 ever saw him, he spoke of it 
with the greatest solemnity, regretted w’ith 
deep humilitjr that he had done so little ; 
and added, it God should spare his life, he 
hoped to abound more in the w^ork of the 
Lord than he had ever done, and to set 
himself more firmly than ever to all that 
might advance the purity of the church 
committed to his care. “ Five years,” he 
said, “ and how’ little done ?” Ah ! brethren, 
where lay the obstruction ? — where lay the 
hinderance to the entrance of the truth V — 
where shall come the condemnation ? Is it 
not a very solemn thing indeed to have had 
five years of such a ministry, five years of 
such preaching, such prayers, such anxious 
care, and all without any saving effect? Is 
it not alarming insensibility indeed, to be 
this day as little impressed as if a prophet 
of the Lord had not been among you ? 

But I am attempting to gather the leading 
features of his character, and must now speak 
of those powers o f mind wdiich his personal 
piety directed and employed. His under- 
standing was vigorous and comprehensive. 
His judgment was calm and solid to an extent 
rarely combined with such powers of memory 
as he possessed. His memory was of the 
most retentive kind, and almost equally so 


of events, places, circumstances, and words. 
His imagination >vas of the happiest and 
most splendid order, clothing all his thoughts 
with the most appropriate expressions, and 
finding for them the most felicitous illustra- 
tions. And yet with all this, there was a 
sagacity, a power of foreseeing consequences 
and anticipating events, and consequently 
of counselling in difficult cases, which was 
perhaps one of the most characteristic fea- 
tures of his mind, as it is one of the rarest 
to be met with in minds constituted like his. 

But though thus so highly gifted w'itii 
natural powers, diligence and assiduity were 
leading features of his character. He was 
employed from morning to night, either 
adding to his stores of knowledge or apply- 
ing them to the work of the Lord. He did 
not serve you, or dare to bring to this place 
what cost him nothing. He prepared 
from w’eek to week with as much assiduity 
as if the work had been new to him, and 
his obvious anxiety w’as “to be a man of 
God, thoroughly furnished unto every good 
w'ord and work.” His soul was in his 
W'ork, and what was truly w’onderful, was 
equally so in the work of visiting from house 
to house, as in the work of preaching ; in 
the routine of business, when necessary, as 
in the most profound studies. In this way 
he was able to undertake and to accomplish 
an amount of labour which to ordinary 
minds and ordinary diligence was almost 
incredible. 

Finally, with all these varied powers there 
was a meekness^ a humility, a mildness, 
and a simplicity about him, w hich drew the 
hearts of all to him. Pride, vain-glory, 
withdraw ment from early friends and simple 
joys, though too frequent consequences of 
literary eminence and the adulation of the 
world, he was more entirely free from than 
any one I ever knew. He w’as eminently 
distinguished by the “ ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit.” Deep feelings he had, 
quickly responsive to kindness, and equally 
so therefore to the reverse ; but the pas- 
sions which these feelings too often awaken 
when injured, and the wrath, bitterness, and 
strife which they engender, he had been 
enabled to restrain. As a Christian minister 
he exemplified, in a more than ordinary 
degree, the “ meekness and gentleness of 
Christ.” In the outward bearing of his life 
he w’as peculiarly conformed to the image 
of his Master,- — harmless in his conduct, 
undefiled in his conversation, innocent in 
his pleasures, and separated from the world 
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that lieth in wickedness, in all his enjoy- | 
merits. i 

He was a man of peace, “ seeking* peace 
and pursuing it,” abhorring “ all wrath and 
bitterness and strife,” and although firm in 
maintaining what he felt to be truth, yet 
regretting in his inmost soul all that sepa- 
rated brethren and divided “ the body of 
Christ.” In a word, when w’e think of his 
character and conduct, of the esteem, and 
love, and confidence, with which his brethren, 
and even his fathers in the church regarded 
him ; — of the growing devotedness of his 
life, and advancing likeness to his blessed 
Master, we are reminded of what the Apos- 
tle said of some of his fellow-labourers : — 
“ If any inquire after our brethren, they 
are the messengers of the churches, and the 
glory of Christ.” 

Such, and much more, was your dear 
pastor and rny beloved friend, and such 
as he was by nature and by grace, yea, 
all that he was, all that he had, was 
yours. This place, this parish, this people, 
this house of the Lord, he loved with an 
intensity which nothing could change. “ Ye 
were in his heart to live and to die with you.” 
His joy was “ to spend and be spent” in 
your service. His motto w'as, “ holding 
forth the word of life that I may rejoice in 
the day of Christ, that I have not run in 
vain, neither laboured in vain.” And though 
he had known, what there is too much rea- 
son to think, that his labour, anxiety, and 
activity, tended to shorten his days, I am 
persuaded, that if it had been needful, he 
could have said, “ Yea, and I, if I be offered 
upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, 
I joy and rejoice with you all.” 

On these things w'e delight to dwell ; but 
the dark affecting truth ever returns, he 
is gone, and we shall see him no more ! 
Yes, he is gone, and you have lost a 
faithful and affectionate pastor ; his rela- 
tions, a most attached husband, son, and 
brother ; his friends, one of the most be- 
loved of their circle, which year after year 
narrows around them ; the Church, one of 
her most enlightened sons ; and the coun- 
try, one of its brightest ornaments. He is 
gone, but not to the land of forgetfulness, 
as men ignorantly speak, but to Iraman- 
uefs happy land, “ to the general assembly 
and church of the first-born, to the spirits of 
the just made perfect,” to be for ever with 
the Lord. And should we wish to have 
detained him ? Should we regret that sick- 
ness and that death w’hich ends in complete 


glorification? Should we selfishly mourn 
tor those who have left this scene of labour 
for the land of rest ? Shall we not mingle 
tears of joy with our tears of sorrow, and 
give thanks that he hath “ kept the faith 
and finished his course that already he is 
partaker of the glory of which, even amid 
the wanderings of his fever he spoke of 
with joy and rapture ; “and they that be 
wise shall shine as the firmament, and they 
that have turned many to righteousness, as 
the stars for ever and ever.” 

But, brethren, while we thus endeavour 
to raise our minds in gratitude to God, for 
all that he did in him, and by him, and for 
him, let us remember that our responsi- 
bility did not close with his life, and that 
“he being dead yet speaketh.” Oh! then, 
hear that voice w’hich comes to you now, wdth 
the sanction and solemnity of the tomb ; ye 
that heard him so often with indifference or 
neglect, what his life could not do, let his 
death effect; what his eloquence could not 
reach, let the silence of the tomb accom- 
plish. At last awake to feel the great 
reality of that w hich he ever urged on you, 
to flee from the wTath to come, and to lay 
hold on eternal life ; for know of a truth, 
that though you should never hear more of 
gospel offer or gospel truth, “much you 
have received, and much will be required 
of you.” And ye who have received the 
knowledge of the truth by him, or been 
aided in your Christian w'alk by his minis- 
trations, oh ! see that ye “ fulfil his joy, 
and hold fast what he so earnestly delivered 
unto you.” “ Remember him who had the 
rule over you, who spoke unto you the 
word of God : whose faith follow, eonsider- 
ing the end of his conversation; Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.” 
Yea, let one and all of you w'ho loved him, 
“ for the truth’s sake which w'as in him,” be 
led to prize more and more the “ Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” — to adore the love of 
God in permitting you to have it dispensed 
so long among you by his servant in such pu- 
rity, — and to seek earnestly 
to this large, important, and deeply interesting 
place, one on whom “ his mantle may fall,” 
and who may have even a double portion of 
his spirit. We may fear, but we must not 
despond. There is “ fulness in the Head 
out of which he can supply to those that 
remain all that is necessary for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ.” The residue of the spirit is 
with him, and he hath said, “ Ask and ye 



228 


THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


shall receive.” The Lord of the harvest 
wilt send forth labourers ; “ yet for this will 
He be inquired of by Israel.” Pray ye then 
that He may send to the vineyard a “ work- 
man w'ho needeth not to be ashamed, rig^htly 
dividing the word of life may give to 
this bereaved people a pastor according to 
his own heart, who “ will feed the flock of 
God which he hath purchased with his own 
blood,” w'ho will carry forward the scheme 
so happily begun, and who will rejoice to 
be followers of him w’hom we mourn, even 
as he also was of Christ. 

But I must hasten to a close. None can 
feel so much as I do, how little I have been 
able to set before you your revered pastor, 
or even to bring out the image I have of 
him deeply in my own breast. My consola- 
tion is, that from personal experience, and 
I trust, personal profit, “ Ye know his 
doctrine, manner of life, faith, long suffering, 
charity, and patience. Ye are witnesses, 
and God also, how holily ai»d justly he 
behaved himself among you. Y e know how 


he exhorted, and comforted, and charged 
every one of you, that ye should walk wor- 
thy of God, who hath called you to his 
kingdom and glory.” And what shall I say 
more? Oh! cherish the remembrance of 
his faithful w'arnings ; oh ! seek that Sa- 
viour whom it was his delight to set forth 
as the only hope of your souls ; oh ! be 
yet “ his crown and rejoicing in the day of 
the Lord oh ! so walk as that when the 
purpose of God’s providence is accomplished 
with you here, you may stand with him 
around the throne, and mingle in the joys 
of that land, w here in bright vision he hath 
so often conducted you ; where now he 
stands ready to receive you, and where 
there shall be no more sorrow, no more 
sighing, and no more death. 

“ Now then, unto Him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to present you fault- 
less before the presence of His glory wdth 
exceeding joy. To the only wise God, 
our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and for ever.” Amen. 
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It was needful for me to write unto youy and exhort you, that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.’* — Jude 3. 


^ Even under the professed acknowledg- 
ment of the fact, that a direct revelation has 
been vouchsafed from on high, the senti- 
ment has often been advanced, and still 
more frequently practically acted upon, that 
i man is not, and cannot be accountable for 
/ his religious belief, and that k matters not 
; what are the opinions of the head, provided 
j a due regard be paid to the regulation of the 
! heart and the tenor of the life. Such a sen- 
■ timent we view as not only unphilosophical 
j in itself, but as obviously striking at the 
j very root of the supreme authority of Scrip- 
i ture, affording, if true, a shelter and a hid- 
ing-place to the veriest sceptic in our land, 
j and permitting the testimony of God to be 
j mutilated and distorted, or cast away as a 
I fable, without the shadow of criminality, or 
kjthe least apprehension of danger. 

We would make, it^therefore jone object 
of this discourse tg prunt m tt r-t h ft t r rftnemis 
i t ura o f thii n f pTnieH| i. Bud to illustrate the 
position that, enjoying as we do the light of 
the Gospel, we are accountable to God if 
we do not embrace in faith the pure doctrine 
VoL. V.— No. 160. 


which it teaches. We shall then offer some 
directions how we are to contend for the 
doctrines of the Gospel in the world around 
us. The first head of discourse may show 
the importance of cherishing “ the faith once 
delivered to the saints” in our own souls ; 
and the second may guide us in the impor- 
tant work of defending and promulgating 
that faith among our fellow-men. And may 
God of his infinite mercy bless the word that 
may be spoken ; and, ** fighting the good 
fight of faith here, may we at length receive 
the crown of righteousness which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, is to give at the great 
day.” 

We are in the first place to illustrate the 
position, that, eigoying as we do the light 
of the Gospel, we are accountable to God 
if we do not embrace in faith the pure doc- 
trine which it teaches; and, in order to pave 
the way for the ^rect arguments we would 
advance upon this subject, it may be proper 
to advert at the outset to a common objec*. 
tion that has been offered against the point 
vj'e would wish to establish. Fidth, it Is 
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^iMirely an intellectual exercise $ 
aoeot*(Biig to the constitution of the 
lltnlkthii ir^nd, it must necessarily form a 
^li^iKient for itself on the objects of e^ 
/4enee presented to it, over the alteration of 
?wi]icil|iidgniient, when tese obiecte are per* 
et^lfed in* the same light, the nlnd ifiielf can 
imre no control Now that there is a neces- 
lary connexion between belief and the per- 
ception of evidence is abundantly clear. 
Against the abstract truth of this proposi- 
tion, therefore, we have nothing to silvance; 
but we certainly cannot consent to the 
•wee^g application made of it to the ques- 
tion before us. Its aim on the present occa- 
sion (if it has any definite aim at all) must 
be to show, that when difiPerent min^ are 
exercised upon the testimony of God, they 
nm^ necessarily form judgments for them- 
selves upon the doctrines which it contains, 
and reject, of course, altogether such doc- 
trines as appear to any of them incapable 
of belief. Now, the truth of a proposition 
is one thing, and the application of tnat pro- 
position is another ; and we hesitate not to 
say, that, in the instance before us, the ap- 
plication is most unfortunate. For, in the 
-first place, admitting that iaith in its simplest 
form is entirely an intellectual exenuse, it is, 
nevertheless, possible that the mind may 
not have sufficiently applied itself to the 
objects laid before it, so as to form any cor- 
rect ju<%ment at all ; and, more especially, 
m reference to the testimony of God, that 
it may not have given to that testimony the 
regard and attention which, as a revelation 
from on high, it imperatively demands. If, 
under these circumstances, the pure testi- 
mony of God is not received, the error is 
not so much an intellectual as a moral one, 
arising from neglect and indifference, and 
plainly aufcgecting the individual to whom it 
attaches' to riie righteous condemnation of 
heaven. Secondly, still admitting that faith 
(that is, a simple speeaktive assent to 
trurii) i» entirely an intellectual exercise, still 
there are impemments to the reception of 
the ^vlne testimony arising from the cor*^ 
Tuptioii of human nature, which tend to bias 
the mind, and lead it to refuse its assent to 
truths which it would otherwise receive, and 
tdot simply because human nature cannat 
For example, human 

1 New pride orates m a | 

variety or ways in leading voAXky to reject 
the doctiines of die Gospel, One man, k 
ihe pri^ of his understaacksg, exidu in 


supremacy of reason, and will not assent to] 
any doctrine that is beyond the grasp ofj 
his own finite comprehension. Upon this 
principle he rejects the doctrine of divine! 
influence, the doctrine of the Trinity, or any i 
otlmr cf th«eoafim^d^my 8t6i3(^ 
of the Bible. Another, or the same man, I 
in the pride of moral excellence, can see noj 
necessity for the doctrines of the atonementi 
and free grace through the imputed righte-\ 
ousness of Christ, and therefore he discards ’ 
these from his creed, and relies upon his ow^n 
fancied doings as the ground of his accept- 
ance in the sight of God. Now, this corrup- 
tion of human nature w'hich thus operates 
against the mind, receiving the testimony of 
God, man is guilty of bringing %m<m rnm-^ 
self; (for, whatever be the difficulties con-> 
nected with the ‘introduction of moral evil 
into the universe of an all-perfect Being, the 
truth of Jehovah’s own word standeth sure ; 
he is not, and cannoU be ** the author 
sin.”) Man, therefore, is equally guilty o1 
all its consequences ; and to the same ex- 
tent, therefore, in which it thus operates, 
he is chargeable as in the case before, not 
so much with an intellectual as a moral 
error ; and upon the soundest principles of 
reason, as well as according to the dictates 
of revelation, “ this is his condemnation, that 
light has come into the world, and that he 
has loved the darkness rather than the light, 
his deeds being evil.” 

The object of these remarks is to show 
that the rejection of the divine testimony 
may arise from other causes than errors of 
mere intellect. The same truth might be 
illustrated in a variety of w'ays ; but, instead 
of making more lengthened observations 
upon so evident a point, we would conclude 
these prefatory remarks on this metaphysical 
objection, simply by saying, that testimony 
in the general, or tlm statement of facts^ 
(which is the true character of the £)ctrin€S 
of the Gospel) requires not so mucli any 
high effort of intellect as an attentive, a 
subdued and unsophisticated mind ; and that 
though upon the record of God, as upon 
other subjects, there is likely always to exist 
in this ifl^rfect state of things xninor differ- 
ences of opinion, yet Its grejU; leading and 
vital doctrines are stated with such plain- 
ness, that on the great day of account, when 
the sem^ets of aH hearts are laid opeu^ those 
who are found to have rejected or distorted 
these shall be convicted not so much of 
I having had their minds innocently blindedf 
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HA of having wilfully tad pervorsely rejected 
the heavenly message or peace and rec(»ai« 
diiation. 

With these observations before* us, we 
now proceed more directly to prove the 
position with which w'e set out, viz^ that, 
enjoying as we do the light of the G^pel, 
w^e are accountable to God, if we do not 
embrace in faith the pure doctrine which it 
teaches. Now, w'e argue this in the first 

ee from the fact, that in the Bible God 

given us such a message as in point of 
evidence, and every thing else connected 
with its doctrines, appears to him worthy 
of our acceptance. Secondly, because God 
has commanded us to believe this message, 
and every portion of this message, just as per- 
emptorily os be has enjoined the performance i 
of moral and religious duties ; and, thirdly, 
because God has annexed the threatening of 
punishment to the disobedience of this com- 
mand, which he could not have done if man 
was not accountable for his non-compliance 
with it. 

In the first place, we argue the position 
in question from the fact, that in the Bible 
God has given us such a message as in point 
of evidence, and every thing else connected 
with its doctrines, appears to him worthy of 
our acceptance. 

That such is the character of the sacred 
volume, as it appears to the divine mind, 
must be assented to by every one who ad- 
mits the reality of a revelation from heaven 
at all, (and it will be observed, that through- 
' out the whole of this discourse we are os- 
\^6uming this reality). We may remark, 
however, in passing, that if, upon the ques- 
tioned ground that man is not accountable 
for his belief, any of the advocates for this 
tenet wish to bolster up an apology for re- 
jecting revelation as a whole, under the 
specious plea that the evidence by which 
its truth is supported can give no satisfac- 
tion to their minds, (and this, though not 
Khe avowed, is, we fear, in too many in- 
i^ances the real complexion of the case,) 
u\en all that we can no is just to say that 
that evidence has appeared quite satisfac- 
tory to minds as acute as ever adorned the 
history of human intellect and science; that 
we fear it has never been calmly and dis- 
passionately examined by thmn ; that in 
other matters they give credit to evidence 
far less weighty every day that they live, 
and move, and breathe ; that it has, nfore- 
over, all the evidence which the God of the 


Bible deeij^ed it to ham; and ^at if thej 
have examined evidence with any de* 
gree of miiiiiteness at all, ihek case seems 
strikingly analogous to that of the Jews of 
old, who, whilst they searched the Jewish 
Scriptures, in which they ^ught they had 
eternal and which hy* t^^es and 
prophecies ** testified of ChHst,” jret through 
the strength of their national prejudices, and 
tile generid perversity of human nature, 
w'ould not come unto the Saviour, that they 
might have that “life” of which their Sorip- 
tures spake ; and, finally, tliat if this be their 
case, it must operate to their condemnation, 
and with the Jews they must “ fall after the 
same example of unbelief.” 

But assuming at once that there is a re- 
velation, it must have the character above 
assigned to it ; for even the deist will adnnt 
this much, that in tlie event of God giving 
any communication to his creatures, that 
communication must, in respect of every 
thing that belongs to it, be worthy of tho 
acceptance of those to whom it is granted. 
If such, then, be the Bible in the eye of 
that all-wise and gracious Being by whom it 
has been bestowed, what in his estimation 
must be the character of those who receive 
not with child-like confidence its heavenly 
declarations, and either perversely mutilate 
or impiously rtject any one of its essential 
truths? Can he possibly view them as 
guiltless? Are they not the despisers of 
his counsel, the daring and self-constituted 
arbitrators upon what in wisdom and in 
mercy he has been pleased to reveal ? Their 
character and their doom are recorded by 
the finger of God himself. “ They wrest 
the Scriptures to their own destruction 1” 
They virtually, though they may not apon?- 
edly, set their own wisdom in opposition to 
his ; and instead of listening with the rever- 
ence and respect due by creatures to the 
words of their Creator, and becoming as 
little cliildren in their tacit and grateful 
acquiescence in what he has revealed, they 
step forward in the character of his coimael- 
lors, and tell him rather what be ought to 
have revealed. We are here, it may be 
thought, speaking too strongly; but we 
have already yielded the point, that upon 
the record of God there may be minor diner- 
ences of opinion ; and all that we are. at 
present contending for is, that k is the doty 
of the children of men, living under the liglu 
of the Gospel, not in the first instanoo to 
frame fur themselves, or receive firom ot^n^ 
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any sftleia qI tl«6lp^/and then to attempt 
io Ome ll»e of Scripture bear 

and that system only^but 
babes to receive with meekness the 
^iilifted word,** and to draw their theology 
from the pure fountain of divine truth 
even from that blessed word which 
Jehovah himself has given as **a lamp unto 
our feet, and a light unto our path.** And 
we hesitate not to say, that there is a sin- 
fulness in every departure from this simpli- 
city in receiving the declarations of the 
Lord of heaven and earth. 

But, secondly, we argue the position in 
question from the fact, uiat God has com- 
manded us to believe this message, and 
every portion of this message, just as per- 
emptorily as he has enjoined the perform- 
ance of moral and religious duties. 

The words of our Lord himself were, 
*' Repent, and believe the Gospel and the 
aposrie John says, “ This is tne commana- 
ment of God, that we should believe on the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ.** To believe 
in Christ is the simplest form in which it 
can be viewed, to assent to all the truths 
which relate to him in the different charac- 
ters and offices which he sustains as the ap- 
pointed Mediator ; and as he is the Alpha 
and the Omega^ the beginning and the end 
of all that is revealed for our salvation in 
the Gospel, this is neither more nor less 
than an iiyunction to believe in the whole 
doctrine of grace and of life as set before us 
in the sacred volume. But if these com- 
mands are conceived to be of a too general 
nature, we have them of a still more parti- 
cular aspect. The Apostles, assuming that 
the great leading doctrines of the faith were 
abundantly apparent, exhort us in such 
terms as these .* “ Strive together for the * 
faitb of the Gospel.” ** Earnestly contend 
for the faith once delivered to the saints.* 

‘ Hold the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience.** ** Be nourished up in words of 
faith and good doctrine.** ** Despise not 
prophesying.** ** Prove all things.** ** Hold 
fast that which is good.*’ And in the Book 
of Revelation w'e are enjoined, under the 
most solemn threatenings, ** neither to add 
to, nor to ^e away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy.** N o w, these com- 
mands are jtwt as peremptoiy as any one 
commandment contained in the decalogue ; 
and if we are guilty before in killing or 
*teafinff, hccaaie & hath said, “ Thou wait 
AOt kiu, and thou shalt not steal,** why are 


we not guilty befbre God in not believing 
the record which he has g^veu concerning 
his Son, when he has so repeatedly, so 
earnestly, and so expressly commanded us 
to believe it? These commands, indeed, 
were not delivered amidst the thunderings 
and the lightnii^ of Sinai ; but they come 
from the same authority, and through a 
channel that should be no less fitted to in- 
fluence our obedience. They issue from 
the hill of Zion, not surrounded with 
** blackness, and darkness, and tempest,** 
but cheered and gladdened on its every 
side by the tender mercies of the Lord God 
of Israel. They are the commands of a 
reconciling God towards his rebellious crea- 
tures. They are enforced by the groans of 
Gethsemane and the blood of Calvary ; by 
all the grace of Him who, ** though he was 
rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that 
we through his poverty might be made rich ;** 
by all the “ exceeding great and precious 
promises of the Gospel ;** by all that a God 
of mercy has devised, and a God of mercy 
has executed for the salvation of the guilty. 
And in the face of such obligations as these, 
shall we still dare to affirm, that man is not 
accountable for his belief, and that in refusing 
or mutilating the doctrines of mercy, he can 
either be in a state of innocency or a state 
of safety? No, no, my friends! the voice 
of conscience cries aloud with the voice of 
heavenly w'isdom ; “ Because 1 have called, 
and ye refused ; I have stretched out my 
hand, and no man regarded ; but ye have 
set at nought all my counsel, and would have 
none of my reproof; I also will laugh at 
your calamity, and mock when your fear 
cometh ; when your fear cometh as desola- 
Aon, and your destruction cometh as a 
whirlwind, when distress and anguish come 
upon you.’* 

But this leads us to suggest farther in 
proof of the position we are mmntaining, 
that whilst God has thus forcibly command- 
ed the belief of his testimony, he has also 
annexed the threatening of punishment to 
the disobedience of this command, which 
he could not have done were man not ac- , 
countable for his non-compliance with it. 
’The force of this is sufficiently apparent. 
The simple fact, indeed, that we have a 
divine command upon the subject, is of itself 
gu6Bcient to show, that crediting or not 
crediting Ure testimony of God is a matter 
of moral reSponslbili^ ; for the commands ol 
an infrnltely perfect God most in all respci^ 
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be holyt and just, and good, ^ted to the that they ** honour the Son even as thejr 
capacities of hb creatures, and a reasonable honour the Pafcl^;” but how this b« 
service alike in consideration of their own done by one who denies, the divinity of the 
nature, and the authority by which they me Son f And if we arc not bound to receive 
imposed. Were not this their character, a the te^imony of God on this important 
perfectly holy God could not enjoin, and his point, how can we be bound to comply with 
creatures could not be called upon to obey the command which can only be reasonable 
them. But God has not only commanded on the truth of that testimony? Similar 
the belief of his testimony ; he has also held examples might be produced, which will 
forth unbelief as incurring aggravated guilt immediately occur to all who hear me; and 
and condemnation, and thus not only a w'e would only add, that as Christian prae^ 
crime, but the worst and most ruinous of all iice is inseparably connected with the b^ief 
the crimes with which we can be charge- of the truth, so also is Christian consolationi 
able. “ He that believeth in him is not for the peace and joy of the Gospel flow 
condemned ; but he that believeth not is from believing ; and if we either limit or 
condemned already; and for this reason^ pollute the fountain, w'e cannot partake as 
•* that he hath not believed in the name of w'e ought of the refreshing influences of the 
the only -begotten Son of God.” “ He that stream. 

believeth on tlie Son hath everlasting life ; Let us never think, then, for a moment, 
and he that believeth not the Son shall my friends, that in rejecting or distorting 
not see life, but the w'rath of God abideth the testimony of heaven, we can either 
upon him.” ‘ He that believeth not God innocent, or safe, or happy ; but let us praj 
hath made him a liar, because he believeth that the Spirit may lead us into all the truths 
not the record that God gave of his Son.” that ours may indeed be “ the faith that 
“ I testify to every man that heareth the w’as once delivered unto the saints and let 
words of the prophecy of this book, If any us “ hold fast the form of sound words which 
man shall add unto these things, God shall w’e have heard, in faith and love which is 
add to him the plagues that are written in in Christ Jesus.” “ If we receive the wit^ 
this book : and if any man shall take away ness of men, the witness of God is greater ;’* 
from the w'ordsof the prophecy of this book, and if we go to our Bibles in the temper of 
God shall take away his part out of the little children, anxious only to know with 
book of life, and out of the holy city, and childlike desire and childlike confldenco 
from the things which are written in this what our Bibles tell us, we shall find that 
book.” the great lineaments, alike of Christian doc- 

Upon all these grounds, then, we argue trine and Christian duty, are there recorded 
the position, that, enjoying as we do the with a plainness, that he who runneth may- 
light of the Gospel, we are accountable to read them, and that the wayfaring majo, 
God if we do not embrace in faith the pure though unlettered, ins^be prevented from 
doctrine which it teaches, and maintain that erring therein. 

the contrary sentiment is at variance at once ism w as grossly perverted at the time of our 
with sound sense —with the very existence Lord’s appearance ; but it was so perverted 
of a revelation from heaven at all, and with by human sophistry — by laying aside the 
the authoritative declarations with which doctrines and commandments of God, and 
that revelation is actually fraughy We holding the idle traditions of men ; and^ in 
/tnigHf^pfesecu ouf J?ea»onrag^, TT neces- like manner, the brighter revelation which 
sary, to a much greater length. We might we enjoy under the dispensation of the 
illustrate, for example, the influence which Gospel has also been perverted, but the 
our speculative opinions in matters of reli- cause is not to be found in any obscurity ta 
gion are fitted to have upon the heart and the declarations of heaven. It has itsot^in 
conduct ; and show, that if man is not ac- solely in the pride* the perversity, the pre« 
countable for hb belief in the doctrines of judice, the worl^y-minde^ess, and the 
the Gospel, neither can he be accountable manifold evils of our fallen 
for a great proportion of the service required But whilst it is our duty, as _ 

by the Gospel. We take an extreme case, interest, to be onrs^ves '* nourished up ja 
but it clearly points out the truth of what words of faith and good doctrine,” thm ii 
has BOW been stated. It is a direct com- not aU that is reqtmed of us. We most 
'i Biaad to aU within the sound of the Gospel, | endeavour also to defend and pcomoite tike 

U2 
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of like Wth in the world around us, 
•* U for me,” says the Amstle, 

*‘to unto you, and exhort you, that ye 
earnestly contend for the faith that 
once dellrered unto the saints,” ** For 
there are certain men,” he adds^ “ crept in 
Imawares, who were before of old ordained 
to this condemnation ; ungodly iden, turn- 
ing the grace of our 6^ into lasciviousness, 
end denying the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” The ncce^tv here 
laid on the Apostle is, more or less, laid on 
the ministers of the Gospel in every age ; 
for in every age is there a tendency to de- 
part from^the simplicity that is in Christ. 
It is not required, hovTever, in order to 
comply with tnis injunction, that the private 
believer should enter into all the heats of 
theological controversy. We know not a 
worse element for ” growth in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
But 1 / IS retired, that every man be fully 
persuaded m his. own mind; and that, ac- 
cording to the opportunities which God in 
his providence vouchsafes to him, he should 
raise his testimony against every thing that 
is opposed to the purity of the Word of 
God, and that he should be watchful m9r 
its integrity, and solicitous ler tri- 
umphs. 

Now, in order to this, we must, in the 
first place, according to the phrase in the 
text, be earnest for the faith — earrmtly 
contend for the finth which was once de- 
livered unto the saints.” This implies in 
it both sincerity and zeal for the mainten- 
ance and extension of pure truth in the 
world. We must have a sincere attachment 
to the cause of Gospel parity living and 
reigning in our own souls. Without this, 
our mightiest efforts for its triumphs roust 
be offensive in the sight of Him ** who seeth 
not as man seeth,” and who ** desireth truth 
in the Inward parts.” And to our sincerity 
agab we must add zeal. ” It is good to be 
xealously affected in a good thing,” and 
feeling the importance of t)ie divine testi- 
mony to ourselves, solicitous for the honour 
of mat God from whose throne of purity 
and beneficence that testimony has pro- 
ceeded, and anxious for the welmre of those 
Who are either ignorant of its declarations, 
or ” wresting them to tbelrown destruction,” 
our whole soul should bum with My ar- 
dour, seeking that thtit blissful testimony 
be preserved in all its integpiw, where 
idready ci0oyed, and extend^ more 


and more in its purifying, and comforting, 
and savli^ Influences throughout dl the 
families of mankind. Let us then be ever 
ready to bring all the encigies of our nature 
to this exercise, whatever at any time may 
be the obstacles w'e are called upon to en- 
counter. There is no cause more honour- 
able than the cause of God and of holiness; 
no work more momentous than tiiat of 
spreading in their native purity and excel- 
lence the W'ords of eternal life. 

But, secondly, in “contending for the 
faith once delivered unto the saints,” we 
must do so not only with earnestness, that 
is, with sincerity and zeal, but also with 
intelligence and prudence ; that is, with 
an enlarged acquaintance with the truth in 
our own souls, and with a cautious regard 
to the best opportunities alike of defending 
it against the assaults of its enemies, and 
promoting increasingly its spread in the dark 
corners of the earth. It is possible to be 
zealous for error as well as fortnitil;; IBkI 
even in our regards for thetnirA^ ft is pos- 
sible, by our iii d aei ct foii , to retard rather 
than accdCfile its progress. Here, then, 
ym i^gafn see the necessity not only for our 
own Bakes, but also for the cause of true 
religion in the world, of being well grounded 
in the pure doctrine of Scripture ourselves, 
as well as the expediency of not allowing 
our zeal to overstep our judgment, m 
lead us to be too precipitate evewwiNm our 
efforts are directed towardi fhe best and 
noblest of objects. If we have zeal without 
knowledge, or mymoper discernment of the 
truth in om own souU^ we can only buiki 
up the cause of ignorance; and if we have 
zeal without prudence, w'e may give cause 
to the adversary to triumph over us ; but 
seldom shall we be able to accomplish the 
object, however dear to our heart, for which 
our efforts are put forth. 

And, thirdly, if we would “ contend suc- 
cessfully for the faith onco delivered unto 
the saints,” we must do so by means that 
are congenial with the spirit oi the Gospel.*^ 
“ The weapons of our warfare are not car- 
nal, but mighty through God, to the pulling 
down of strongholds ; casting down ima- 
ppnations and every high thing that exalteth 
Itself agfunst the Imowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience d ChrisL” Christianity neither 
requires nor countenances the engines of 
cruelty and external violence for bringing 
men to the obedience of the Nay# 
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Sts ^’kole spirit, both in doctrlod and in pre- 
cept, is opposed to such weapons. It has 
its witness in itself; and the high and holy 
character of that Idngdoin which it esta- 
blishes is, “that it is not of this world.** 
The God whom it calls upon us to worship, 
is “the God of peace ;* the Saviour whom 
it reveals, is “ the Prince of peace ;*’ the 
tidings wWch it brings, are “ the tidings of 
peace ;** and the fruit of that righteousness 
which it inculcates, is “ sown in peace of 
them that make peace.'* In our defence, 
then, of “ the truth as it is in Jesus, we 
must ever keep in remembrance its spiritual 
and its peaceful nature. It is designed to 
be supported not by persecution, but per- 
suasion — not by the force of arms, but by 
the force of argument ; and whilst we are 
to exercise all boldness and zeal, and fear- 
lessly to meet uduileveriAopinoeed to the 
tmAf mewer being ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ, but glorying even in the midst of 
suflferings for his sake — we are even, in the 
use of the spiritual armour of the faith, “ to 
instruct in the meekness of wisdom,” guard- 
ing against that “ wrath of man which M ork- 
cth not the righteousness of God,’* and seek- 
ing in the midst of our contendings to be 
clothed tt|^n with all the properties of that 
** wi aJ w n which is from above, and which is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be entreated ; full of mercy and good 
fruits ; without partiality and without hypo- 
crisy 

And w'e shall only remark, in the fourth 


and last place, that if we would “ conoid 
successfully for the faith once delivered to 
the saints,” we mast study ourselves to ex- 
hibit Its sanctifying power, by a life and 
conversation /in accordance with the princi- 
ples we maintain ; and we must accompany 
all our endeavours with the spirit and prac- 
tice of prayer. Christians should be “ liv- 
ing epistles of the Lord Jesus Christ, known 
and read of all men and our most ardent 
zeal for orthodoxy of creed must be rendered 
altogether nugatory and ineffirient, unless it 
is commended and enforced by our ortho- 
doxy of practice. We must study, then, to 
live by the faith we profess to hold, and to 
exhibit, by the language of action, far more 
impressive and far more eloquent than the 
language of the lip, what is the strictness of 
Gospel purity, and what the richness of 
Gospel consolation. Remembering, too,, 
amidst all our exertions in this good cause, 
that it is not by might nor by power, but by 
the Spirit of the Lord, that we can prevail. 
We must unite with these things the spirit 
qf dependence, and of frequent and fervent 
supplication unto Him “ wnose counsel shall 
stand, and who will do all his pleasure; 
whose word shall not return unto nim vold^ 
but shall accomplish that which he pleases^ 
and prosper in the thing whereto he sent H, 
and who hath promised in his faithfulness, 
that all the ends of the earth shall see his 
salvation $ that the knowledge of the Lord 
shall cover the earth, as the waters cover 
(the channel o^the sea.*’ 


“MY HOUSE IS THE HOUSE OF PRAYER;” 

A SERMON PREACHED AT THE OPENING OF THE POTTERS’ INSTITUTION, A NEW PLACB- 
.OF WORSHIP. CALEDONIAN POTTERY, TOWNHEAD, GLASGOW. 2d AUGUST, 1835, 

By the Rev. ANDREW M^EWEN, 

Glatgow. 


**Mp house is the house of Luxe xix. 46 . 

“ I WAS glad when they said unto me, J the “ King of kinM.** The concerns of 
Let us go into the house of the Lord.” stubborn and mighty nation rested 
Such, my friends, was the emphatic and him ; but the cares and anxlefies of 

impassioned language in which the royal duties did not lead him to disregard 

Psalmist impressed his deep and sincere which were personal and private. .From 
devotion to the service of God, and such the solicitudes of the counc^ and the dis- 
was the lively and heartfelt joy that filled tractions of the court, in the hquse of the 
his soul when he engaged in the worship of Lord he sought refi%e and repose. Hp 
Jehovah. He was a great and powerful felt that his high station did not excuse him 
king; yet his high dignity did not permit from the permrmance of a duty whic^ la 
bUn to fidget the duty which he owed to incumbeot on evciy dependent l^lng, 
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his saperior 'msdom and 
mndere^ his attendance^ at pub- 
Ik^ifiNnral^ or excused him from 

ierfl*^ ** the holy One of Isi'ael/* according 
t© rites which were of divine appOintTnent, 
^it his dependence in the midst of the 
fuagnifieence that surrounded hitn« He felt 
that his more conspicuous and eminent sta- 
«tion bound him so much the more strongly 
todistin^ish himself in every duty of reli- 
gion ana pietjr. Though he was not so 
blest with religious light as we are ; though 
he lived under an economy less pure mid 
spiritual than that under which we live; 
though the religion he professed was in a 
great degree formal, ritual, and typical ; yet 
his heart and affections were eminently 
engaged in it. With the utmost fervour 
and delight did he enter the holy temple, or 
rather tabernacle ; and his expressions of 
the pleasure he felt in Ids devotions often 
rise into rapture and enthusiasm. “ I have 
loved the habitation of thy house, and the 
place where thine honour dwelleih. My 
soul iongeth, yea, even fainteth for the 
courts of the Lord. Blessed are tliey that 
dwell in thy house; they will be always 
praising thee. 1 was glad when they said 
^nto me. Let us go into the house of the 
Lord.” 

Nor are there w’anting examples, in all 
succeeding ages, of the conscientious and 
Tcligious regularity with which the faithful 
ever attended the public means of grace. 
Thus, for example, “ Zacharias and Eliza- 
beth walked in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless.” The 
just and devout Simeon “ waited for the 
xonsolatioa of Israel, and came by the 
Spirit into the temple of the Lord.” ‘‘ And 
Anna, the prophetess, departed not from 
the temple, but served God with fastings 
and prayer night and day.” Peter and John 
“ went up into the temple at the hour of 
prayer.” After the ascension of our Lord, 
“the Apostles continued daily with one 
accord in the temple.” And our blessed 
Lord himself “ went into the synagogue on 
the Sabbath-day, as his custom was.” Yea, 
lie on w’hose benign countenance a mo- 
dent stillness ever sat, who was all gentle- 
ness, and mercy, and kindness, bora^ with 
holy aeal, and was roused almost to fury 
when he saw the holy temide profaned. In 
the passage before us, we are told, that he 
drove out the sacrile^ous traders, ami lyect- 
i^-wn by foroe the mouey-changers, pro- 
to them, by way of reproof, in die 


words of;riie text, “ My bouse Ts the house 
ofpra3W.” 

These, so striking examples of such ex- 
celient men, and the uniform asid eontmu- 
ems practice of the faithful in all ages, show 
that the public worship of God is an insti- 
tution of divine authority. 

That there is a God, is the first sugges- 
tion of unassisted reason, and that God 
ought to be worshipped, is the foundation 
and first principle of all religion. This must 
be evident to all who have any just know- 
ledge of God, or any true notion of a divine 
being ; for if we only think for a moment 
upon the infinite perfections of the divine 
nature, his glorious majesty, his unlimited 
power, his unbounded goodness, and his 
watchful providence, we shall immediately 
perceive that w'orship and adoration are a 
just and fitting tribute to an almighty Sove- 
reign, from creatures daily dependent on 
his pow'er and goodness. 

Accordingly, we have reason to believe, 
that public worship began with, the begin- 
ning of the world, and that it has been con- 
tinued and maintained in all countries and 
in all times, and under every form of reli- 
gion that man has devised or God insti- 
tuted. The ancient Jew s, tor example, de- 
dicated a seventh part of their time to the 
service and worship of God. And in the 
Book of Genesis we read, that God “blessed 
the seventh day, and hallowed it” — words 
which seem to imply an injunction to Adam 
and his household, at that time the little 
w'orld, to assemble themselves together to 
offer thanksgiving, and to pay their vo^vs 
to the Lord ; for we conceive that blessing 
a day, and sanctifying it, are expressions 
too lofty to signify any thing less than con- 
secrating it to services suitable to the rela- 
tion in which man stands to his Maker. 

We may also remark, that, from the ear- 
liest ages, not only particular times, but also 
particular places, were set apart and conse- 
crated to these sacred services. In the 
darkest times of heathen idolatr)’-, when 
there were “ gods many, and lords many,” 
magnificent temples were built, stately altars 
erected, costly sacrifices offered, solemn 
rites celebrated, and the elegant arts of 
painting and sculpture, poesy and music, 
were called into tlie service of dumb idols. 
When the law was not given, nor the tem- 
le built, nor riie priesthood instituied, the 
oly iwMari^ did not worship God merely 
in riiek own houses, but in open fiel^ on 
lofty mountains, and in shady groves* 
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Tbese places too were fixed, certain and 
determinate. They were solemnly appro- 
priced to sacred services, and constantly 
resorted to on solemn occasions ; not from 
accident or convenience merely, but because 
they had been signalixed by some singular 
mercy of God, or sanctified by the glorious 
mauifestution of his divine presence. Thus, 
for example, we are told,' that ** the Lord 
appeared unto Abraham and said. Unto tliv 
seed will 1 give this land : and there built 
he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared 
unto him.” Gen. xii. 7. And, In auer life 
we are told, as ** he went on his journeys, 
unto the place of the altar which he had 
made there at tlie first ; and there Abram 
called on the name of the Lord. Gen. xiii. 
8, 4. “ And Abram planted a grove in 
Beersheba, and called there on the name of 
the Lord, the everlasting God.” Gen. xxi. 83. 
Nor was this the conduct of Abraham alone; 
it was also that of his son. “ And the Lord 
appeared,” we are told, “ unto Isaac the 
same night, and said, I am the God of 
Abraham, thy father : fear not, for I am 
with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply 
thy seed, for my servant Abraham’s sake. 
And Isaac built an altar theret and called 
upon the name of the Lord.” Gen. xxvi. 24. 

In after times, when the children of Israel 
were in the wilderness, and had no fixed nor 
settled abode, the tabernacle was erected 
by God’s special command, and richly en- 
dowed with sacred utensils and ornaments 
for his solemn worship. Within this move- 
able temple the sacred services were so- 
lemnized by the priests and the people, 
regularly assembled for public worship ; but 
when their wandering nation rested from its 
travels and troubles, and took up their firm 
and fixed abode in the land of promise, a 
magnificent temple, the glory of the Jewish 
nation, and the admiration of the world, 
abounding with rich vessels of gold and 
silver, w^as built, and solemnly dedicated to 
the service of the Most High. There in 
that temple the priests continually presided ; 
there the sacred ceremonies were cele- 
brated ; there the never-ceasing sacrifice 
was ofiered ; there the sacred fire continued 
to blaze for ages ; there the law w'as read 
and explained ; there tne faithful resorted 
“ night and day and there the w hole Jew- 
ish nation were assembled, three times 
a-year, at the great and solemn festivals. 

But bewdes, what we may call, this grand 
national church, there were also synagogues 
in the lesser cities and provincial towns. 


These w'cre ofien honoured by our 
Saviour and his Apostles, and in th^ 
prayers were made, and the holy Scriptureii 
read and expounded. Thus, in the Acts of 
the Apostles, w’e read, that “ Moses in old 
time had in every city those who preached 
him, being read in the synagogue every 
Sabbath-day.** 

Nor w'ere the primitive Christians less 
devoted to God, or less zealous in his ser- 
vice. Consisting partly of Jews and par% 
of heathens, they were familiar by previous 
experience with the public performance of 
religious worship. In meeting together for 
praise and prayer, they were not perform- 
ing a new or singular duty. And so sin- 
cerely and seriously did they give them- 
selves to this w^ork, that neither the decrees 
of emperors, nor the edicts of proconsuls— 
neither racks, nor chains, nor gibbets, nor 
any of the most terrific forms of death, could 
induce them to forsake the assembling of 
themselves together. In the “ upper room 
at Jerusalem,” or in their x>wn houses, or in 
the oratories built “ by the river side,” or in 
temporary sheds, erected for this special 
purpose, “ prayer was wont to be made.” 
When they were driven from the city, they 
met in the country. They assembled often^ 
as in our own beloved land in days of yore, 
in forests, in glens, and on the lofty moun- 
tains, and not unfrequently in dens and 
caves of the earth. Beside the tombs of 
the martyrs, especially under the cloud of 
night, was their note of praise often heard 
to ascend. Afterwards, when Christianity 
triumphed over all the pow ers of darkness ; 
when it became not only tolerated, but 
fashionable in the world, they built superb 
and costly churches, and one vied with 
another in the erection of temples unto 
God. 

Thus through all ages have sacred edi- 
fices been raised for the worship of the 
divine Being, and superb or convenient 
structures, such as this in which we are now 
assembled, consecrated to the glor^ of 
God and the maintenance of true religion* 

Nor can we suppose that a custom so 
general, andxif so long contlnuanoe, should 
not have foundations of reasonableness and 
fitness to support it. Indeed, we may ob- 
serve both of these in the suitableness of 
public worship to display the glory of God, 
and to promote tbe practice of true and 
undefilea religion. 

1. Public worship is calculated to disiddj 
the glory of God. 
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Mftfaly feooarcfa <fe- 
ili from the splendotir ft»4 

W ^ Si iitfeeiwiants, so Church, 
desert of the Lord/* ehow-s forth the 
ike Most High by ite tmikitudes 
hkHid>le wor®hippef»i Whea we meet 
lihgether for praise aad thanksgiviag i whea 
we pay our vows to God in the ^eat con- 
gregation, we indicate the high idea which 
we entertain fespeeting his nataire and dig- 
nity. We hear tettimonj to hb power, 
his wisdom^ and his goodness. When we 
imdore his gifadons aids> «re deekre our 
belief In bis mighty pow er. When we ask 
Ms gmdance and direction, we acknow- 
ledge his unsearchable wisdom. When we 
east our cares upon him, and repose our 
oonddenoe in him amidst all our di^Bculties 
and dangers, we show how firmly we are 
persuaded of his tialimited goodness and 
unbounded mercy. Hence the royal Psalm- 
ist, one of the greatest patterns which the 
Bible presents in the practice of devotion, 
was not content with his own personal 
acknowledginents of the divine goodness, 
but summoned the whole world to join w'ith 
him in the praises of Jehovah. “ All people 
that on earth do dwell,** says he in the 
metred version of the 100th psalm/* sing to 
the Lord with cheerful voice,*’ &c. And, 
t^ain, “ Sing unto the Lord a new song ; 
sing unto the Lord, all the earth. Bless 
his namej show forth his salvation from 
day to day. Declare his glory among the 
heathen, and his wonders among all ]:)eople.** 
Psalm xcvi. 1. 

IL Public worship is also calculated to 
promote and perpetuate the practice of pure 
and undefiled religion. 

It is impossible that the good things 
wMch arc spoken here, or in other places 
of worship, from time to time, should be 
altogether without effect. God has pro- 
raised, that his “ word shall not return unto 
him void,** but shall accomplish the “ pur- 
pose whereiHito it was sent/’ We may, 
indeed, almost venture to affirm, that regu- 
lar attendamce at the house of prayer, and 
a systematic practice of w'ickedness, cannot 
together. That the <rae in short will 
efito^ually destroy the other i that coming 
constantly to the church, wifi either make 
a man leave off sinning, or, that persisting 
in evil, will make him negleet the ehmreh. 
It U c^aia, at least, that many openly mid 
notoriously wicked men have offen sloped 
paths to vice, so to speak, by ceasing 
ff^equent the house of prayer. Then, by 


degrees God. and laligioa^ diey 

have become an easy prey to the anaeea and 
iemsptatbn»^ the wicsked one* Prayer, ms 
the contrary, kindles and keq^ tie s^dt 
of piety in the souL They who sunte in 
sett^ forth ihe praises of the Lond^ en- 
gage in a service eminently calculated to 
inspire them whh serious thoughts* to pie- 
serve them from evil course, and to recall 
them from the ** darkness” of mn the 
marvellous light and liberty of the sons of 
God. So that even in a political point of 
view, independent of the salvation of the 
soul altogether, w'hich is by bur the most 
important concern of man, the multiplica- 
tion of churches, and chapels, and places of 
w'orship, such as this in which we have now 
the honour and happiness this day to meet 
for the first time, and which w'e now be- 
seech God to consecrate to his service, 
must be deemed a g^reat puhUc good. For 
“ righteousness exalteth a nation 4** and 
nothing but justice, honour, and piety, can 
secure the repose of a kingdom, or make a 
people great, and prosperous, and happy. 

But let us not seem by our commenda- 
tions of public w orship to derogate from the 
excellence of that which is private and 
domestic. We intend far otherwise. It 
is, indeed, at home that the true character 
of a man may most surely be detected. 
Abroad he is an artificial being. Abroad, a 
graceful compliance with established rules, 
or an artful assumption of popular princi- 
ples, often conceal his genuine sentiments, 
and cover his real feelings. But at home 
you see him as lie is. There the glass and 
the tinsel are taken off ; there the heart is 
laid bare ; there “ the inner man” appears 
in all its beauty, or in all its deformity. 
We may, then, almost venture to alUrm, 
that he w^ho does not pray at home, does 
not pray at church— does not in reality 
pray at all ; and we are quite sure, that the 
more you worship God in your closets and 
in your fiaimilies, the more diligent and the 
more regular will you be in your attend- 
ance at church. 

The primitive Christians were very seri- 
ously ducted to this duty of jnivate and 
family devotion. Aoiong them every mas- 
ter of a family w^as at his ovm fire side a 
kind of domestie priest He instructed his 
wifis, and riWildieii, and servants, in the way 
to heaven*^ On the evenings of tbe Lord’s 
day, es^secially, he read over again at bome 
tSse Bcriptures that had been read at dhos^, 
and reputed the explanations and 
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tions of the minister. In tM» he inade 
his hoose a a house ef prayer and, in 
iMs sense, erery ofile of tiis to be t^ie 

to say, respeotliisf ®«r o^ as in 

the yroT^B of tm text, ** My house » the 
home of prsyer.** Yea, the poor tenant trf 
One poor room em^ to be able to say <rf 
his or of her i^eeness abode, •• My room is 
a room of prayer.*" Here in this lowly 
dwelling, so dark and so dismal, I have 
tmiH an altar to the God of my fathers, and 
olkt thereon the dsdly sacrifice of praise 
and prayer. Happy raEm ! happy woman f 
thongh you are deserted and forsaken of all ; 
though BO human being take sweet counsel 
wdth you : though no kind relative dissipate 
the darkness of your uncomely and doleful 
dwelling, ** the King of kings” will ** come 
in and sup with you,** and render your meat 
of herbs more delicious and more grateful 
than the sumptuous feasts and richly covered 
tables of the gay and the great. “Ho will 
bring with him grace and glory, and no good 
thing will be withheld from them that walk 
uprightly.” 

it is, however, more especially in public 
worship that God manifests his glorious 
presence. “ He loveth the gates of Zion,** 
that is, the temple bmlt on mount Zion 
under the Jewish economy, “ more than all 
the dwellings of Jacob” — the private resi- 
dences of the Jewish nation. 

There at “ the gates of Zion,” or in the 
house of God if ye will, he displays his 
mighty power ; there he cheers the droop- 
ing spirits of his fythful people ; there the 
riches of his divine grace works wonderful 
things in the salvation of his chosen ; and 
there they are enabled to say, respecting 
both the place and its exercises, “ Holi- 
iiess belongeth to thy house, O Lord Most 
High, How dreadM is this place ; this is 
none other than the house of God ; this is 
the gate of heaven.” 

So spake wise and good men under the 
Old Te^mei^ c^spensation j and our Sa- 
viour himself, ** an example m ed3 things,” 
regarded the holy place, the temple at Jeru- 
safem, with such reverential awe, that his 
benign temper was roused to the utmost 
indignation wlten he saw it profaned. He 
vloimcly drove out the sacril^ious intrud- 
ers, and pronounced those words, by vmy 
ef reproof, wbidi are the subjeet of our 
pwesent o^kationd, ** My hot»e is the 
htite of prayer.” 

SMt «iy brethfea, if the ” hoese ^ 


prayer” be thus holy, how great should bo 
die pmity of those who hrequent it ? Herie, 
aga^ let the royal BssJodst be our (hrector. 
” Pn^ m eom^ fer the upnght H I 
regard iniquity in nay IsmMt the Lord will 
not hear me ” No, it fil the firequent fer- 
vent prayer of a n^eons man “ that avail- 
eth much.’* “ It w the lips” oC him only, 
“ whose hesurt is pure,” that can ofe an 
acceptable sacrifice. Holy hands must be 
lifted up to a lioly God, No rifles, mr temv. 
or prayers, or sacraments, or frequency of 
resort to church, can compensate for t^ 
want of a clean heart and right .spirit, fus- 
tieet merely fxnd j^ifh; for God himselt has 
expressly declared, that the ” prayers of the 
wicked are an abomination in his sight 
tbat he requires “truth in the inward 
parts that, in • burnt-offerings and sacri- 
fices for sin, he hath no pleasure but that 
his delight is in those who do his will, and 
who meditate on his law day and night. 

But why should I detain you longer? 
You have heard how holy men of old erect- 
ed altars, and consecrated temples to the 
service of the Most High ; how earnestly, 
how frequently, how fearlessly, they wor- 
shipped him. You have seen that the 
prayers and the thanksgivings of the “ pure 
in heart” alone are acceptable to God ; that 
the institutions of religion are appointed to 
display the glory of God, and to promote 
and perpetuate the practice of pure and un- 
defiled worship* 

In conclusion, then, what shall I say 
more to interest your hearts and engage 
your regular attendance in this place ? By 
uniting in the W'orship of God on earth, 
you anticipate the employment of heaven ; 
you assimilate the church militant to the 
church triumphant ; you join in the occupa- 
tion of “just men made perfect.” 

The spirits of the illustrious dead, en- 
nobled by their virtue, and clothed w^h 
the righteousness of Christ ; the angels 
that excel in strength ; the fbur-aod-twen^ 
elders that surFunnd the throne ; the gVidat 
multitude, which no man can nnaiber, but 
of every kindred, nation, and peo|d«,jttebed 
in white robes, and palms M rimir bands, 
cease not day mr night, “ Holy, 

holy, holy, Lord God of hosts and shaO; 
you not be indBC*«l to them in 
song of praise* saying, •* Blessing, aadl 
honour, and glory, and power, and , 
be unto Mm lihit sitteth upon the 
and to file Lamb* Ibr ever and 
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** Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as 
the Lord gave to every man f I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 
increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that water eth ; 
but God that giveth the increase,*' — 1 Cor. iii. 5 — 7. 


At the time here spoken of, there was 
much party-spirit discovering itself among 
the Corinthians. “ I am of Paul,” was the 
language of some ; “ I am of Apollos,*’ w^as 
the language of others ; and being thus led 
by their party-spirit to glory in men, they 
became, it would seem, not envious only, 
but also contentious, and divisions, it would 
seem, w'ere unhappily occasioned by their 
envyings and strife. They were, therefore, 
it is obvious, in need of correction, because 
they were obviously worthy of blame ; and 
as Paul did not fail to show that they were 
blameable, so neither did he fail to show 
them the necessity of ceasing to act as they 
had hitherto done. He gave them to know 
that their glorying in men was in truth 
nothing less than dishonouring God, and 
evinced a disposition which rendered them 
more like men of the world than like per- 
sons converted to the Christian faith. He 
gave them to know, that he and Apollos 
were not to be viewed in any other light 
than in that of God’s ministers, through 
whose instrumentality they were what they 
were as Christian believers j that although 
Yol, V.— No. 181 . 


he had planted, and Apollos had watered, 
yet God, and God only, had given the 
increase. And, accordingly, the language 
in which he addressed them was, Ye are 
yet carnal : for whereas there is among you 
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not 
carnal, and walk as men ? For while one 
saith, 1 am of Paul ; and another, I am of 
Apollos ; are ye not carnal ? Who then 
is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers 
by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man ? I have planted, Apol- 
los watered ; but God gave the increase. So 
then neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that wateretn ; but God that 
giveth the increase.” 

What I intend in the following discourse 
is, in humble dependence on divine help, 
to advert, 

I. To some of those cases in which party- 
spirit is made to appear so as to be blame- 
able. To show you, 

II . That the ministers of the Gospel cati 
only be useful, and only successful, so far as 
God blesses the means they employ 5 and 
then, 
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III. To make such remarks in the wof 
of improvement as seem to be suggested by 
the doctrine here iaught us, regarding the 
Buccess minfeterial labours being wholly 
of God. 

I accordingly proceed to advert, 

I. To some of those cases in which 
party-spirit is made to appear so as to be 
blameable ; and is it not so, that such must 
bo the case of all who may be found to look 
on their connexion with particular parties 
as serving of itself to insure their salvation? 
As persons are at liberty to judge for them- 
selves, so if they be convinced, after search- 
ing the Scriptures, after praying to God 
for his Spirit to direct them, after serious 
inquiry and due deliberation, that any one 
party in the Christian Church adheres more 
closely to Scripture than another; who 
w’ould think of alleging that they are to 
blame, because with that party they form a 
connexion? who would not regard them as 
rather commendable than liable to censure, 
as rather conscientious than party-spirited ? 
At the same time, however, it is not to be 
thought that persons may join any party 
they please without, in any case, doing that 
which is wrong. If tliey join any party 
whose views are unscriptural, whose views 
are supported by nothing in Scripture, and 
do not even seem to have Scripture to sup- 
port them, except when they wrest it to 
answer their end ; if they join any party 
whose views are unscriptural, and after- 
wards endeavour to justify their conduct by 
merely alleging, that such are the views 
they themselves entertain — that such are 
the views they think most agreeable to the 
Holy Scriptures ; while nothing but the 
want of openness to conviction, while no- 
ting but wilful inexcusable ignorance, while 
nothing but pride, or prejudice, or obstinacy, 
prevents them from perceiving that such are 
not the views which the Scriptures autho- 
rize ; if the case be thus with them, tfiey 
are certainly blameable, and, as w'orthy of 
blame, they shall sooner or later be made to 
appear. Indeed, if no blame were attach- 
able to any for pleasing themselves in the 
choice of that party to which they adhere, 
then persons might unite with atheists or 
deists, or any other infidels, without being 
liable to JiMt reprehension. But this of a 
truth cannot possibly be ; and though ours 
Iw a land not only of light, but also of 
liberty, yet the liberty allowed us is cer- 
tainly abused when we act in opposition to 
the light we enjoy. There are many blame- 


wdrthy for joining the parties to which they 
belong ; and there are many besides as 
assuredly to blame for thinking too much of 
that party in die church with which they 
are connected. Their connexion may be 
such as they have a w'arrant from Scripture 
to form. But whenever we find that they 
pride themselves in it; whenever we find 
that in their estimation all others are wrong, 
and none in the right excepting themselves ; 
whenever we find that, under the influence 
of a party-spirit, they look upon themselves 
as sure of salvation, and look on all others 
as yet in their sins ; whenever we find that 
they reckon all doomed to inevitable ruin 
who do not attend their places of worship, 
who do not unite with them in communion, 
who do not, in short, belong to their party, 
we have then, at the least, good reason to 
say, that they have not in them the spirit 
of Christ. No party-distinction can assure 
any man of the favour of God, or of hea- 
venly felicity. It is not their being mem- 
bers of this or that church, but their being 
in Christ that warrants in any the hope of 
salvation. It is not our being called by this 
or that name, but only our answering the 
Christian name— but only our being in reality 
Christians, that in the day of the Lord will 
be found to avail us. On this point the 
Scriptures are express in their testimony ; 
and hence it is written, that “ neither cir- 
cumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircum- 
cision, but a new creature ; but faith which 
worketh by love, but keeping the command- 
ments of God.” Whatever we may be, if 
we be not renewed ; if we be not created 
anew in Christ Jesus unto good works ; if 
we be not partakers of precious faith ; if we 
be not washed, and Justified, and sanctified, 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God, we shall never be permit- 
ted to have our abode in the kingdom of 
heaven ; and nothing can be vainer than 
for persons to boast of their being connected 
with particular parties, as if their being 
saved were the certain consequence of such 
a connexion. But another of the cases in 
which party-spirit is made to appear so as 
to be blameable, is the case of all those who 
confine their attachment to particular minis- 
ters, and think more highly of their minis- 
trations than they ought to think. There 
are many in the world who have no real 
attachment, upon any account, to any of the 
ministering servants of Christ. There are 
many w^ho dislike and contemn them ail. 
But such are to be viewed as contemners of 
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ChfUt and conlemoen oT God, as well as ci 
minsters, and doubtless it is thait they shah 
not be suffered to escape mth impunity. 
Of such, however, it is not my purpose at 
present to speak. The persons whom at 
present I am called to address are those who : 
confine their esteem of God’s servants to 
certain individuals — who think well of some, 
and speak well of some, but treat all others 
as unworthy of regard. Now, these are the 
persons who plainly resemble the Christians 
in Corinth, and who consequently ought, as 
were the Corinthians, to be censured and 
reproved. I mean not to say that hearers 
should never esteem one minister more than 
another; I mean not to say that hearers 
are wrong in feeling for the imnisters who 
labour among them more esteem than for 
others ; for, in 1 Thess. v. 12, we find it 
thus written ; “ And we beseech you, bre- 
tliren, to know them which labour among 
you, and are over you in the Lord, and ad- 
monish you ; and to esteem them very highly 
in love for their works’ sake.” I mean not 
to say that hearers are blameable for esteem- 
ing those ministers more highlj^ than others 
through whom they receive most spiritual 
benefit. But blameable they are when even 
to these they confine their attachment. 
Blameable they are when others they de- 
spise, W'hile these they commend. Blame- 
able they are when they do ncft sincerely 
esteem all ministers whose preaching and 
practice are sufficient to prove that they are 
the servants of Jesus Christ. Some minis- 
ters may, like Paul, be more learned than 
others ; some may, like Apollos, be ] 
eloquent than others ; but when all are the 
servants of the same great Master ; when 
all are engaged in the same great work: 
when all are pursuing the same great end, 
they ought doubtless to he all very highly 
esteemed. Let none of them, therefore, be 
lightly regarded. You may feel more at- 
tachment to some than to others without 
being culpable; but if you set up some in 
opposition to others, or if others you de- 
spise, you must be blame-worthy. Had 
those of the Corinthians, who said they were 
of Paul, only spoken of Paul as the minister 
of Christ, through whom they had obtained 
most spiritual benefit ; or had those of them, 
who that they were of Apollos, only 
spoken of Apollos as the minister of Christ, 
under whom they had made most progress 
in religion ; had they simply preferred the 
one to the other, on account of the profit 
they respectirely derived J&om their minis* 


iratrofis. It is not to be supposed that th^ 
would have been liable to censure and re^ 
proof ; for, as the preaching of one may to 
some! he most useful, while the preaching of 
another is most useful to others, so persons 
are not surely to be viewed as blame- wor- 
thy, because they attend where they reap 
most advantage. But the case of these 
Corinthians was different from this. The 
adherents. of Paul would allow none' other 
to be spoken of with respect. The adhe- 
rents of Apollos would allow none other to 
be likened to him. Each party had its 
favourite, and each, as reprehensible for its 
party-spirit, the Apostle reproved. Even 
this,how'ever, was not all that exposed them 
to merited reproof. They did more than 
prefer one minister to another; they did 
more than introduce, by their undue prefer- 
ence, the evils of discord. They likewise, 
as it were, put Paul and Apollos in the place 
of God. Had they only esteemed such 
ministers of the Gospel very highly in love 
j. for their works’ s^e ; had they only esteem- 
fed them as the instruments employed in 
doing them good, they would have done 
nothing more than was really their duty. 
But they went too far in avowing their at- 
tachment. They ascribed too much to Paul 
and to Apollos ; and, instead of acknow- 
ledging the agency of God, they confined 
their acknowledgments to that of his minis- 
ters. In this they erred, for this they were 
culpable ; and to show them their error, as 
also the necessity of having it corrected, 
the Apostle both a^ed and answered the 
questions, “ Who is Paul, and who is Apol- 
los ?” who are they in reality “ but minis- 
ters or servants by whom ye believed?’^ — but 
instruments employed in making you be- 
lievers, even as God commissioned and 
endowed them, and crowned with success 
their endeavours to profit you. “ I, Paul, 
have introduced the Gospel among you ; 
that Gospel Apollos has continued to preach, 
and we ^ve done good. But the good we 
have done has not been done by us in our- 
selves considered. It has only and wholly 
been done by God throi^ our instrumen- 
tality ; and not unto us, but entkely to God 
should the praise be ascribed. I have planted, 
Apollos h^ watered ; but all the increase 
has been ^ven by God. Out labours among 
you, had it not been for God, would never 
have promoted your spiritual welfare. Our 
endowmenta are of God, as well as our suc- 
cess ; and^ therefore, as nothing you ought 
to regaiid while God yon regiwd as. all 
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in all. ** So then neither is he that planteth 
any thing, neither he that watereth; but 
God that giveth the increase.” 

This naturally leads me to what I pro- 
posed, 

IL To show you that the ministers 
of the Gospel can only be useful, and 
only successful so far as God blesses the 
means they employ. You will observe, my 
brethren, that Paul here speaks of means 
being used. In allusion to the calling of 
gardeners or of husbandmen, he speaks, you 
will observe, both of planting ana of water- 
ing as preceding the increase ; and, indeed, 
without both, the hope of an increase would 
not be authorized. Now, what does this 
teach us ? Does it not teach us plainly, 
that unless we be diligent in acting the part 
it becomes us to act as ministers of Christ, 
in using the means of profiting our people 
with which we are furnished, we cannot 
expect to be instruments of good ; we can- 
not expect to be found instrumental either 
in converting the workers of iniquity, or in 
building up those who have been converted, 
either in adding to the number of Christians, 
or in edifying those who have been num- 
bered among them ? I say not that God 
requires to use means as if it were impossi- 
ble for him to do good independently of 
them. I say not that God can never do 
good without using instruments in the doing 
of it ; for sinners, of a truth, if such were his 
pleasure, he could easily convert. Saints, 
of a truth, he could easily edify, without 
making use of any thing else but the all- 
powerful agency of his Holy Spirit. At the 
same time we find, that instruments he is 
generally pleased to employ; that means he 
expressly requires us to use, and that those 
eniy who faithfully use them are those whom 
lie warrants to look for his blessing. Even 
means, however, although they be means 
which he has appointed, although they 
De means with wnich he has furnished us, 
can only by himself be rendered effectual. 
And, in the nature of things, it cannot be 
otherwise. In the nature of things, no 
„ ■ can be done by the ministers of the 

Gospel any farther than their labours are 
crown^ with success by the blessing of God. 
You will admit, I presume, that all men are 
sinners — that all men have sinned and fallen 
in Adam; and that all being sinful, are not 
only gmlty, but also depraved. You will 
admit, I presume, that sinners, in conse- 
ij^uence oi their natural depravity, are, bc- 
fidos being blind, and deaf, and dumb, even 


altogether lifeless in a spiritual sense ; and, 
if this be admitted, what else can be plainer 
or more undeniable than that God alone, 
whose power is omnipotent, has suflSciency 
of power to deliver them out of their natu- 
ral state. If, in reference to the body, 
God only can open the eyes of the blind, 
God only can unstop the ears of the deaf, 
God only can loose the tongues of the dumb, 
how can it be supposed that any less power 
than the power of God is sufficient to effect 
such changes as these with respect to the 
soul ? If sinners, being dead in trespasses 
and sins, require to be quickened, how can 
it be supposed, that any less power than the 
power of God is sufficient to quicken them ; 
for who else but God can reanimate the 
dead ? If sinners require to be made new 
creatures — to put off the old man with his 
deeds, and to put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness, how can it be supposed that 
any less power than the power of God is 
sufficient to renew them ; for who else but 
God has power to create ? The conversion 
of sinners may be accomplished, indeed, 
through our instrumentality ; but, doubtless 
it is, that without God’s blessing and co-opc- 
ration no means we employ can ever be 
effectual. The evil of sin we may fully de- 
scribe ; the beauty of holiness we may plainly 
exhibit. The lovely, and loving, and only 
Saviour, as no less willing than able to save, 
we may w'armly recommend. The joys of 
heaven as ineffably great, and the torments 
of hell as unspeakably awful, and both as 
unending, we may often unfold in addressing 
the sinful. With counsels the most friendly, 
with warnings the most solemn, with en- 
treaties the most affectionate, with argu- 
ments the most persuasive, we may labour 
to reclaim them. But although we had the 
zeal and learning of Paul, although we had 
besides the eloquence of Apollos ; nay, al- 
though we were superior to all other men in 
attainable endowments, and even had for 
ours the capacities of angels ; yet sinners 
will for us remmn where they are in the 
gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity, unless 
as accompanied with the blessing of God, 
the efforts we make be crowned with success. 
And while it is evident, from the nature of 
things, that the conversion of sinners is 
wholly of God, it is no less evident, that of 
God, and God only, is also the pro^essive 
improvement of the saints. If the seed 
which is planted and watered by men have 
its increase from God in the kingdom of 
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oatore, bow can it boauppoaed that any bnt 
God has power to gire increase to the aeed 
which is Ranted and watered by men in the 
kingdom bf grace ? If the life of the body 
be dependent on God, how can it be sup- 
posed that any but God has power to sus- 
tain — to preserve and to nourish the life of 
the soul ? If none but God can make men 
believers, who else but he can strengthen 
their faith? If none but God can make 
men holy, who else but he can increase their 
holiness ? If none but God can make men 
alive, who else but he can promote their 
advancement in the spiritual life? If none 
but God can begin the good work, who else 
but he can carry it on and bring it to per- 
fection ? So then neither is he that plant- 
eth any thing, neither he that w’atereth; but 
God that giveth the increase.” 

I may also appeal in evidence of this to 
your own observation. Look around you, 
my brethren, and say if you see not enough 
to convince you that the ministers of the 
Gospel can only be useful and only success- 
ful so far as God blesses the means they 
employ. It cannot but be obvious to every 
observer, that the means and the instru- 
ments most likely to be useful often fail of 
success in the doing of good ; while good is 
often done by means and by instruments 
which are known and acknowledged to be 
far less promising ; and what docs this 
prove, but that men can do nothing inde- 
pendently of God. If men had a power of 
their ow'n to be useful, the greatest good 
W'ould assuredly be done, and done univer- 
sally by those whose endowments are the 
most distinguished. Yet this is very far 
from being the case ; and hence it must be 
evident, that good is not done by the power 
of man, but by the power of God. It can- 
not but be obvious to every observer, that 
persons most likely to be profited by minis- 
ters, not unfrequently remain unchanged and 
unedified ; while those who are unlikely, or 
at least less likely, to be profited by them, 
often make much improvement ; and surely 
the case would never be thus, w'cre it not 
that the benefit is wholly of God— that he 
gives or withholds it as seemeth him good. 
It cannot but be obvious to every observer, 
that effects, too wonderful to be the effects 
of mere human power, are often produced 
by the ministry of the Gospel ; that the 
conversion of some, and the progress of 
others, make manifest the certainty of God’s 
operations ; and that on the other hand, the 
many to be met with in all congregations 


who continue in their unregenerate etaCe* 
make no less manifest the impotence of 
ministers to better their condition ; for who 
can suppose, that if ministers had power of 
their own to convert, they would allow so 
much as one of their people to remain un- 
converted ? 

Nor is it more confirmed by daily obser- 
vation than it is by experience, that Paul 
may plant, and A4)ollos water; but it is God 
alone who giveth the increase. Is it not 
undeniable, that many, very many, are yet 
in their sins; and yet in their sins although 
they have been called again and again to 
come to the Saviour ; although they have 
been told again imd again of their guilt and 
of their danger; although they have seen, 
and although they have heard, again and 
again the deepest concern expressed for 
their welfare ? And if any of you be in- 
cluded as yet in the number of such, you 
have plainly enough in your own experience 
to prove, that nothing less than the power 
of God is requisite to save you. Since no 
good effect has even till now been produced 
by the w'ord ; since all the exhortations to 
which you have listened ; since all the im- 
portunity, affection, and Taithfulness, with 
which you have been cautioned, and coun- 
selled, and reproved, with which you have 
been urged to look unto Jesus that you 
might be saved, to come unto Jesus that 
you might have life, and to put away from 
you the evil of your doings, to cease to do 
evil, and to learn to do well; since these, 
all these, have been found insuflficient to 
make your state a state of salvation, is it 
not made undoubted by your own experi- 
ence, that the ministers of the Gospel can 
only be useful and only successful so far as 
God blesses the means they employ ? And 
the experience of those whose hearts have 
been changed must unquestionably serve to 
confirm the same truth. If to such you 
belong, you must be aware that the very 
same means by which you were converted 
had often been used without any success ; 
but at length when the time to favour you 
was come, the time God had set, they were 
rendered successful ; and thus you are fur- 
nished with evidence in yourselves of its 
being by grace — by grace alone that you are 
what you are. You too who are advandng 
in the Christian life, your experience tells 
you that your progress is of God. What 
yielded you at one time no comfort and 
support, has yielded you at another much 
spiritual benefit. And feeling that on God 
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you are wholly dependent for edification, 
that you can only be edified when the word 
is brought home with power to your hearts, 
you cannot but know, that “ neither is he 
who planteth any thing, neither he who 
Watereth; but God who glveththe increase.” 

Turning again to this blessed book, how 
plainly do we find the doctrine of Paul to 
be one of those doctrines which are uni- 
formly taught us by the sacred writers. 
Were it only in our text that the good which 
is done by the ministers of the Gospel is 
said to be of God, we would then, even 
then, have evidence sufficient to render it 
certain ; for, given as it is by inspiration of 
God, all Scripture is his w’ord, and there can 
be no truth which even a single declaration 
of God does not fully establish. But there 
are other passages, and many other pas- 
sages in this Book of God, the import of 
which is similar to that of the passage before 
us. And hence you w'cll remember, it is 
said of Lydia that “her heart the Lord 
opened in attending to the things which 
were spoken by Paul.” Hence also it is 
said, with respect to those Gentiles w'hom 
the preaching of Peter was the means of 
converting in the house of Cornelius, “ Then 
hath God also unto the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life.” And hence is it said, 
w'ith respect to the Ephesians, “ You hath 
he quickened, you who were dead in tres- 
passes and sins.” “ No man,” says the 
Saviour, “ can come unto me, except the 
Father who hath sent me draw him.” And 
speaking of those w ho w'erc born again, he 
represents them in the Gospel according to 
John, as “ born not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” If wc view, in connexion with ex- 
press declarations, the promises of Scripture, 
such as that in Ezekiel xxxvi. 25, 26 : “Then 
will I sprinkle clean w'ater upon you, and 
ye shall bo clean : from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
A new heart also will I give you, and anew' 
spirit will I put wdthin you ; and I wdll take 
aw'ay the stony heart out of your flesh, and 
I will give you an heart of flesh.” If we 
view, in connexion with express declara- 
tions, the promises of Scripture, w’e shall 
find these also making known all the good 
which has been, or is, or can be attained, as 
of none else but God. And, in fine, the 
examples we meet with in Scripture evi- 
dently show* that the case really is as here 
rejjresented ; for what is the character by 
which all the saints here spoken of arc dis- 


tinguished? Is it not that of those who 
by grace have been saved, whom God has 
been pleased to form for himself, and whose 
acknowledgment is, we are not sufficient of 
ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves, 
but our sufficiency is of God. The Scrip- 
tures, it is true, require us to be diligent, 
but still they direct us to look upon God as 
the only author of all our improvement. 
They require us to work out our own salva- 
tion ; but it is God, they still add, it is God 
who w'orketh in us both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure. In short, my fellow- 
christians, there is not a minister employed 
by God, who, according to the Scripture, 
has not his endow'raents, as well as his suc- 
cess, from God alone. And if all who are 
learned have their learning from God ; if 
all w'ho are zealous have their zeal from 
God ; if all who are eloquent have their 
eloquence from God ; if all w ho are useful 
have their usefulness from God ; what can 
be the inference but that in our text? “ So 
then neither is he who planteth any thing, 
neither he who watereth; but God who 
giveth the increase.” 

It now* remains that, as purposed, 

III. I make such remarks in the way of 
improvement as seem to be suggested by the 
doctrine here taught us, regarding the suc- 
cess of ministerial labours being wholly of 
God. 

Is it so that the success of ministerial 
labours is wholly of God — that “ neither is 
he who planteth any thing, neither he who 
w-atcreth ; but God who gives the increase?” 
Then I remark, 

1st. That the ministers of the Gospel 
should look upon themselves as only instru- 
mental in the doing of good. 

It is said of Melancthon, that, when he 
w as converted, he thought he should be able 
to convert very soon all those who sat under 
him. He thought he should be able to 
make them soon see what he himself saw, 
to make them soon feel what he himself felt; 
but the want of success soon led him to say 
that he found old Adam, i. e, the old man 
of sin, too powerful an enemy for young 
Melancthon. His error consisted not in 
treating with neglect the salvation of sinners, 
for his heart was set on seeking their salva- 
tion ; but in failing to expect the success he 
desired through simple and exclusive de- 
pendence on God, and against the same 
error as one into which they are liable to 
fall, it assuredly becomes all the ministers 
of the Gospel to be on their guard. What- 
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ever may be their religious experience; 
whatever may be the activity and zeal with 
which they discharge the duties of their 
office ; whatever may be their affectionate 
concern for the welfare of souls, or the gifts 
and graces by which they are distinguished 
as fitting them for usefulness ; they should 
never forget that they of themselves can 
neither make saints of those who are sin- 
ners, nor build up saints in their most holy 
fiiith. They should never forget, that though 
Paul may plant, and A polios w'ater, yet it 
is God alone who giveth the increase. At 
the same time, however, while looking on 
themselves as only instrumental in the doing 
of good, the ministers of the Gospel should 
not be self-confident, neither should they in 
any case despair of success. A sense of 
inability, as well as of un worthiness, may 
deeply impress them ; and they may have to 
meet with much that is discouraging in the 
ignorance and indifference, in the obstinate 
unbelief and hardened impenitence, in the 
self-sufficiency and worldly-mindedness of 
those for whose souls they arc called to 
watch. But instead of giving way to de- 
spondency or despair in consequence thereof, 
they ought to consider and bear in remem- 
brance, that as God can give success to the 
feeblest instruments, so he may yet do good, 
and much good too, through their instru- 
mentality ; for the treasure of the Gospel is 
in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power maybe of God, and not of them and 
“ the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds ; casting down ima- 
ginations, and every high thing that exalt- 
eth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ.” 

Is it so that the success of ministerial 
labours is w holly of God ? Then I remark, 

2d. That God should be view^ed by the 
nearers of the Gospel as he who alone can 
effectually profit them. 

Some hearers of the Gospel are prone to 
imagine, that, because in their ministers 
they have men of good talents, they are 
sure by these talents to be greatly improved ; 
and others, again, because they regard as 
of no great eminence the ministers appointed 
to labour among them, are prone to conclude 
that they need not expect to be profited by 
them. But if both these classes w'ould look 
above men to the Author of good, they 
w'ould act more like those bv whom spiritual 
benefit is rightly expectea and really de- 


sired. No man of himself can promote their 
improvement. This can be done by none 
else but God ; and, in doing them good, he 
may bless one instrument as well as another. 
Not only, however, ought hearers of the 
Gospel not to undervalue any more than 
overvalue the labours of men ; they ought 
also to bew^are of relying on themselves, as 
if without God they could profit by the 
w’ord, or as if they had enough in merely 
supposing they are profited by it, to render 
it certain that they are improved. They 
may be regular in attending the places of 
instruction ; they may hear what is taught 
them, and much that they hear they may 
also remember, yea, and go certain lengths 
in reducing it to practice. Yet as all they 
do may be done from nothing else but a 
selfish regard to their worldly reputation or 
their w’orldly advantage ; so all they acquire 
may amount to nothing more than that kind 
of knowledge which tends to puff up. They 
may only, after all their attention to means, 
and with all the proficiency they seem to 
be making, they may only be wise in their 
own conceits, and only maintaining the form 
of godliness. Their hearts may have re - 
ceived no saving impression ; their hearts 
may have experienced no saving change ; 
and never, no never, until God himself be 
pleased to profit them, will they really be 
profited ; for “ Paul may plant, and Apollos 
w'ater; but God alone giveth the in- 
crease.” 

Is it so that the success of ministerial 
labours is wholly of God ? Then I remark, 

Od. That ministers and hearers ought 
both to be prayerful. They ought to be 
frequent and fervent in prayer, praying to 
God through the Lord Jesus Christ for his 
effectual blessing. 

The blessing of God is not to be expected 
unless it be asked. And why, O why, 
should we fail to ask it, when on it the suc- 
cess of ministerial labours so entirely de- 
pends ? Why has the Gospel, even where 
it is preached, so little success? Why, be- 
cause God’s blessing does not render it suc- 
cessful. And why is God’s blessing so often 
withheld ? Why, because too many neglect 
to implore it. Were we found more prayer- 
ful, we would find God’s word more pro- 
ductive of good. And, oh! that we were 
led to be more and more earnest in our sup- 
plications, in our prayers for the pouring 
out of the Spirit, that there may be among 
us an increase of Christians. An imme- 
diate answer to the prayer we offer may 
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not be received. But an answer to prayers 
which lihe Scriptures authorize, which pro- 
ceed from the heart, and continue to be 
oH^rid in the Saviour’s name, though it may 
to? ddayed, shall not be denied ; for as 
liidting God thus is what he requires, so 

may rest assured, that our seeking him 
thftts shall not be in vain. Knowing then 
that God’s ministers are nothing without 
him, be they ever so gifted ; knowing that 
the means which God has appointed, be they 
ever so abundant, are without his blessing, 
like w'ells without water, and clouds without 
rain ; and thinking of the good God is able 
to do ; thinking of the good he is ready to 
do ; thinking of the good that remains to 
be done, as well as of the good he has done 
already, by giving eflPect to the ministry of 
the Gospel ; should we not be excited, both 
ministers and people, to plead with him in 
prayer for more and more increase being 
given by his Spirit to the seed of his word? 
We are not straitened in him ; oh! let us 
not continue to be straitened in ourselves. 
Let us imitate in prayer the wrestling of 
Jacob, and not let him go except he bless 
us. There is none so ignorant but he can 
instruct them ; there are none so wicked 
but he can reclaim them; there are none so 
careless but he can excite them to concern 
for their souls. He alone, however, is the 
Author of good; for “neither is he who 
planteth any thing, neither he who water- 
eth ; but God that giveth the increase.” 

Is it so that the success of ministerial 
labours is wholly of God ? Then I remark, 
in the last place, that the praise of all good 
should to him be ascribed. 

“ Why look ye on us?” said Peter and 
John to the wondering multitude, “why 
look ye on us, so earnestly on us, as though 
by our own power or holiness we had made 
this man to walk ? Not I, said Paul, but 


the graco ofGod wliich was with me.** And 
these are examples which rite mifibters of 
the Gospel should be careful to imitate. 

Even thou^i the means by #hich minis- 
ters are useful were really their own, it 
would still become them to ascribe their 
usefulness entirely to God, for it is God 
alone who giveth the increase ; but this is 
not the case, for the means are God’s as well 
as the success. Even though the abilities 
by which ministers of the Gospel are fitted 
for usefulness n^ere really their own, the 
glory would still be due unto God when 
they are found useful, for it is God alone 
who giveth the increase ; but this is not the 
case, for their abilities are of God, as well 
as their success. They are and have nothing 
but what they have received ; and since 
all is of God, is it not undeniable that the 
praise of all should to God be ascribed? 
To those who are profited, as well as to 
those who instnimentally profit them, it re- 
quires to be said, Give God the glory. 
Ascribe not to instruments, like Paul and 
Apollos ; ascribe not to those who plant 
and who water, what is due to Him only 
who giveth the increase. Let ministers 
universally as the instruments of good be 
respected and esteemed, but let none of 
them be put in the place of God ; and what 
you are forbidden to give unto others, you 
are also forbidden to take to yourselves. It 
is not your own goodness that has merited 
the blessing ; it is “ not by works of right- 
eousness which you have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he saved you by the wash- 
ing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost.” “ Not unto us any more than 
to instruments is, therefore, the language it 
becomes you to adopt. Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, but to thy name give 
glory for thy truth and for thy mercy’s sake.’ 
Amen. 


ADDRESS TO THE MINISTER. 


I have now, tny dear brother, to address 
you as the pastor of this congregation ; and 
while it gladdens me to find that you are a 
piiStoT so eminently qualified for the pas- 
tOrd Office, by your personal piety, by your 
amiable dispositions, by your excellent abili- 
ties, by your varied acc^uirements, and by 
your decidedly evangelical sentiments, I 
would have you to consider and bear in 
remembrance, that by grace alone you are 
what you are. I would have you at the 
Mhe time to see, that in dependence on the 


grace of God you make it your concern to 
grow more and more in the knowledge of 
Jesus ; to increase more and more in re- 
semblance to him ; to improve, in a word, 
to improve more and more in personal 
religion, that you may be more and more 
manifestly an epistle of Christ, known and 
read of all men. Wotc your own improve- 
ment to be treated with neglect, how could 
it bo supposed that the improvement of 
others would be duly regarded? But at- 
tending in earnest to your own salvation, 
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tl^rough feeling the importance as well as 
necessity of growing in grace, it may then 
be expected that the precious souls for which 
you have been this day appointed to watch, 
will have in you a watchman who will care 
for their welfare, and labour to promote it. 

I am fully persuaded that, in connexion with ! 
your own, the spiritual welfare of this con- 
gregation will engage your solicitude ; and 
while it is certain that God alone can make 
you successful, that God alone can render 
effectual the means you employ, to instruct 
the ignorant, to awaken the careless, and to 
build up saints in their most holy faith, it 
is no less certain, that in using the means, 
it becomes you to be diligent. You are, 
therefore, in private, as well as in public, to 
plant and to w’ater. In going about from 
house to house, you are to teach and exhort, 
to warn and to admonish, to dissuade from 
evil and encourage to good, with all the affec- 
tion and with all the fidelity of a man of 
God. In your public ministrations you are 
to show to your people the evil of sin, the 
necessity of salvation, and the only way in 
which they can be saved. Using with sin- 
ners the means of conversion, you are to 
use with saints the means of affording them 
comfort and support, the means of reviving 
and refreshing their souls, the means of pro- 
moting their gradual progress in the Christian 
life, and the means of increasing their rela- 
tive usefulness. You are, in short, to de- 
clare the whole counsel of God, and to keep 
nothing back that you ought to bring for- 
ward, how unwelcome soever it may at times 
prove. You are, above all things, to make 
Christ prominent in every discourse, and to 
show to your people that yours is the de- 
termination of Paul, to know nothing among 
them save Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
In making preparation for your public ap- 
pearances, you are to be studious ; you are 
in no case whatever to serve God with 
nought ; you are always to prepare, not 
what may amuse, or what may entertain, or 
what may be grati^ing to a vain curiosity, 
but what may be fitted to impress and im- 
prove ; not what may be new, but what 
may be good ; not what may be pleasing, 
but what may be profitable ; and thus you 
are to follow these scriptural injunctions. 

“ Study to show thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. Preach 
the word ; be instant in season and out of 
season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 


long-suffering and doctrine. Take heed 
unto thyself and unto the doctrine ; con- 
tinue in them ; for in doing this thou shalt 
both save thyself and them that hear thee. 
Take heed unto thyself and unto the flock 
over which the Holy Ghost has made you 
an overseer, to feed the church of God 
which he has purchased with his own blood. 
Feed the flock of God, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind.’* This 
is merely an outline of that path of duty you 
are called to pursue, and more at this time 
I do not regard it as needful to attempt. 
But I must not allow to pass unnoticed 
some of those considerations by which you 
should be led to discharge with fidelity the 
duties of your office. 

You are the first ordained minister of this 
congregation, and regard to its prosperity, 
to its future as well as to its present pro- 
sperity, could not without giving your heart 
to your work be becomingly shown. Other 
reasons, however, much stronger than this, 
require you to be dutiful. It is the welfare 
of souls you are called to promote; itistiie 
work of the Lord which you have under- 
taken ; it is the Head of the Church to 
whom you are accountable. And when 
you consider the value of souls, how well it 
shall be with those who are saved, how ill 
it shall be with those who are lost, how can 
you but be led to seek their salvation with 
unceasing concern? When, again, you 
consider the aggravated guilt contracted by 
unfaithfulness, and the aggravated punislK 
ment thereby incurred, together with the 
great and glorious rewards which the faith- 
ful universally are taught to expect, how can 
you but be led to give as required full proof 
of your ministry ? “ Son of man,” said the 
Lord to the prophet Ezekiel, and to every 
minister he says the same thing, Son of 
man, I have made thee a watchman to the 
house of Israel : therefore hear the word at 
my mouth, and give them warning from me. 
When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt 
surely die ; and thou givest him not warn- 
ing, nor speakest to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way, to save his life ; the same 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his 
blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if 
thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from 
his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he 
shall die in his iniquity ; but thou hast de- 
livered thy soul.” And thus it is written 
in the Book of Daniel : ” They that be 
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wsc fihall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament, and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever.” 

I have only to add, that you be mudi 
engaged in the exercise of prayer. You 
vriil meet with difficulties, and meet with 
discouragements in dischargii^ your duty, 
under which God alone can yield you sup- 
port, and over which God alone can enable 
you to triumph. But the aid of God is not 
to be expected unless it be asked; and when 
you hear God saying to his ministering ser- 
vants, “ Certainly 1 will be with you ; fear 
not, neither be dismayed, for I will never 
leave, I will never forsake you when you 

ADDRESS TO 

It only remains that I say a few words 
to you who are the people of this congre- 
gation. You have this day witnessed your 
pastor’s ordination, and permanent, I trust, 
will be the impression which such a solem- 
nity has made on your hearts ; leading you 
to do more than supply him with the means 
-of living in comfort and respectability ; 
leading you to regard with becoming re- 
spect ; leading you to hold in becoming 
estimation the person and labours of your 
spiritual guide. Having for some time past 
been labouring among you, be is not a 
stranger of whom you are ignorant ; and 
now that you yourselves have chosen him 
for your minister, I hope you will endea- 
vour to profit by his ministry. He has at 
present good reason to put confidence in 
you, since you have been led to put confi- 
dence in him ; and knowing the importance 
of mutual confidence, I would earnestly 
exhort you to beware of whatever might 
tend to prevent its continued exercise. Let 
nothing be said either of him or to him ; let 
nothing be done in your behaviour towards 
him that has even the appearance of being 
inconsistent with the sacred relation in which 
you now stand. When seen and when 
spoken of, as well as when addressed, let 
your feeling ever be that he is the man who 
watches for your souls. He may have to 
reprove as w ell as to encourage ; he may 
have to correct as well as to comfort; but, 
regarding his reproofe; and regarding his 
correctitma as m^nt for your good, let 
them not be despised. In his private visi- 
t^tons receive him as your fiiend, and in 
Jms public minisiialktta gUe heed to his, 


hear Christ saying to tlie mkisters of bis 
word, ** Lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end ofithe world,*’ are you not thus 
encouraged to pray for assistance in the 
hope of receiving it ? And as God alone 
can enable you to woric, so it is God alone 
who can give you success. Pray then far 
his blessing. Pray for his blessing on every 
service you are called to perform. Pray 
for yourself and pray for your people. Be 
instant in prayer, and pray without ceasing, 
ever bearing in mind, that “ neither is he 
that plantetb any thing, neither he that 
watereth ; but God that giveth the increase.” 
May the Lord himself bless you, and make 
you a blessing to this congregation. 

THE PEOPLE. 

messages as the messages of Christ. It is 
much to be lamented, that the hearing of 
the word is by many in the world entirely 
neglected ; while by many again it is fre- 
quently treated with the greatest indiffer- 
ence. It is much to be lamented, that many 
never think of attending the sanctuary, 
except when it happens to suit their con- 
venience, looking' on themselves as being 
at liberty to be present or absent as they 
may think fit. It is much to be lamented, 
that even of those whose attendance is re- 
gular, there are many to be met with who 
are captious and critical ; who have nothing 
in view' but to see or to be seen, or to gain 
for themselves a good reputation ; whose 
attention is occupied with their forms and 
their merchandise, instead of being occu- 
pied with the service of God. Oh ! let it, 
I entreat you, be otherw ise with you. Never 
fail to attend God’s house of prayer when 
you ought to attend it. The days of your 
absence may be those very days in whicli 
you would have found some doctrine ex- 
plained w hich yon did not understand, some 
duty enjoined of which you w ere negligent, 
nr some sin exposed in which ^ou indulged, 
or some counsel given of which you were 
needful. Never come to the temple with 
any other view', or for any other end, than 
to wait upon God in the duties of bis wor- 
ship, and to have your souk profited by the 
exercises of devotion in wfiich you engage, 
as well as by the w'ords of eternal life, to 
which you are privileged with permission to 
listen. 

As to you who are masters, let not the 
Sal^alh *W profaned your servants any 
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nwffe than by Tourtelves. Let not the 
temple be forsaken by yoitf servants any 
more than by yourselves ; and let your 
minister have in you fellow-labourers with 
him in the w'ork of the Gospel. 

As to you who are parents, let your chil- 
dren betimes be brought to the sanctuary. 
Let them hear in your precepts, and see in 
your example, how they ought to act ; and 
let your authority be used in promoting the 
doing of good, as well as in preventing the 
doing of evil. Let the worsnip of God be 
maintained in your families, and let the 
pleasing sight of himilies coming hither in 
company to worship be exhibited by you. 

As to all now hearing me, let your aim 
be to profit by your pastor’s ministrations, 
and let the blessing of God be earnestly 
desired on these ministrations, that they 
may be rendered the means of improving 
you. Yes, pray for your minister, as well 
as for yourselves. Pray for his assistance. 


and pray for hb success, ever bearing in 
mind, that “ neither is he who planteth any 
thing, neither he who vrateretn ; but God 
who giveth the increase.” It has often 
been said, and the saying I believe has often 
been verified, that a praying people make £v 
preaching minister. Oh I that it may ba 
verified in reference to you I And, oh ! that 
while you see the concern of your minister 
to promote your improvement, you may also 
be showing a concern to improve. Oh ! 
that while you think of his responsibility, 
you may thereby be led to think of your 
own ; for as he must account for what he 
has spoken, so you must account for what 
you have hearL And, oh I that you may 
all be making preparation for meeting with 
God. “ I commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified.” 
Amen. 


SOURCE OF CHRISTIAN HOPE. 


The source of the .Christian scheme of 
liope is the pure grace of God. Whatever 
are the benefits of the Christian dispensation, 
we have them “ according to the riches of 
his grace.” Grace is the free love and 
favour of God towards his creatures, the 
source from which all the benefits which 
they receive must flow. It is an attribute 
which is still more distinctly displayed, when 
that favour flows to creatures who are mani- 
festly undeserving of it. We attribute the 
notion of grace, in a subordinate sense, to 
our Sovereign, because we feel, that from 
the exalted seat of regal authority he can 
deal out favours to men, above and inde- 
pendent of the petty and jarring interests 
w hich influence and seem important to men 
accustomed to act upon a less extended 
scale. This, as every thing must be for such 
a purpose, is a poor illustration of that grace 
which must ever stand alone and unparal- 
leled. But it would lead towards the un- 
derstanding of the idea which the Scripture 
conveys of the eternal flow of favour from 
God to man, irrespective of his personal 
merits. 

Grace is an eternal feature of the divine 
mind. It is as essential to the idea of God 
as his justice and his omnipotence. If w e 
could conceive of a being without it, we con 


ceiveof an imperfect being — of a being who 
cannot extend a sovereign compassion to a 
guilty creature, and pardon the prostrate 
rebel at his bar. If mercy is a good, it is 
necessary in God as a part of his character. 
And if it is in God, it is, from his nature, 
infinite. It is infinite mercy, and only 
limited in its application by the harmony of 
the other attributes of the divine mind. 

Judging from the record of God’s will, 
this divine attribute seems peculiarly appli- 
cable to our race ; for the Scripture reveal? 
to us something of its operations even before 
the foundation of the world: “He hath 
chosen us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world ; according to the good pleasure 
of his w ill, to the praise of the glory of his 
grace.” We cannot know how far this glo- 
rious attribute may have reached to worlds 
long since passed away ; or what may be 
its ultimate extent to the inhabitants of other 
systems that may yet hereafter be called into 
being. But with reference to our own case, 
as a fallen and guilty people, it is revealed 
to us, that the measures for our deliverance 
were the result of “ his will, which he pur- 
posed in himself, according to his good plea- 
sure, that in the fulness of time he w^ould 
gather together into one all things in Christ.” 
This wonderful revelation presents to us 
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God in the exercise of the attribute of grace, 
contemplating a yet unformed world, and 
preparing for it, “ in all wisdom and pru- 
dence,*’ the exercise of mercy. 

This attribute of grace is also infinitely 
consistent with justice. We can have no 
idea of discrepancy in the features of the 
divine mind. If grace purposes to deliver 
an unworthy creature, “the mystery of 
God’s will” respecting it, involves the satis- 
faction of offended justice ; and in the exe- 
cution of the project of grace, it ultimately 
appears that “ mercy and truth meet toge- 
ther, and righteousness and peace kiss each 
other.” We find too, from several passages 
of Scripture, that though in the instance of 
one race of beings who have fallen, “ grace 
reigns through righteousness unto eternal 
life,” and justice is satisfied in its operation; 
yet, in another, and apparently a higher 
race who previously fell, justice imperiously 
ruled, and grace was satisfied “ not to spare 
the angels that sinned, but that they should 
be cast down to hell, and delivered into 
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 
judgment.” Thus we see, from different 
instances, that the principles of the divine 
mind may dictate a different course of deal- 
ing with his creatures, and yet harmonize ; 
that, in the one case, as we know, a full pro- 
vision was made for tlie satisfaction of jus- 
tice, in consistency with the exercise of 
grace ; and that, in the other, there must 
be also sufficient reasons, though to us un- 
known, why grace was not violated or 
comf)roraised in the triumph of unraingled 
justice. 

Lastly, on this part of the subject, the 
Sermture repeatedly states, that the grace 
of God is the source of man’s salvation. 

God so loved the world that he gave his 


only begotten Son, that whosoever believ- 
eth on him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life,” ** The grace of God bringeth 
salvation.” Here then is a source, a foun- 
tain of help opened to mankind, to which 
they had naturally no access. The unde- 
served love and favour of God has devised 
and executed a scheme of redemption ade- 
quate to our wants. It originates entirely 
in God. It is the result and execution of 
“ his own purpose and grace.” And it is 
“ by grace through faith,” that all boastiojg 
on the part of man may be excluded. This 
is the very thing which an honest survey of 
our state convinces us that we need — a re- 
demption accomplished for us, to which we 
may have recourse — “ a way opened” for us 
through which we may have access. And 
here we behold the revelation of a completed 
scheme of salvation involving all this — the 
grace of God, in fulfilment of its eternal 
purposes, manifesting itself for us in these 
last times, >nd making Jesus Christ to be 
unto us “ wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption or, in the words of 
the text, “ He hath made us accepted in the 
Beloved, in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace.” The 
pride and self-righteousness of man may 
cavil at, resist, and refuse that redemption, 
which is thus dealt out, as the exercise of 
sovereign mercy to a criminal. But let any 
one, after a fair review of his moral situa- 
tion, ask himself seriously and candidly, 
where else he will find a standing that com- 
mon sense and prudence would justify him 
in occupying ; and the rational answer to 
the question would be, a flying without delay 
for refuge to the hope set before him in the 
Gospel. 
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“ For by grace are ye saved through faith ; and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of 

^ Ephesians ii. 8. 


Ephesus was an eminent and ancient city 
in Asia Minor. It is not exactly known by 
whom it was founded. Some have attri- 
buted it to Ephesus an Amazonian lady ; 
others to Androclus, the son of Codrus, king 
of Athens. But, by whomsoever it was 
founded, it is pretty certain that it had ar- 
rived at a considerable degree of distinction, 
even so far back as the days of David, the 
king of Israel. In later times it was far 
known, on account of the infamous temple 
of the false goddess Diana, of whose priests 
and idolatrous worship w’e have some ac- 
count given in the 18th and 19th chapters 
of the Acts of the Apostles, where is related, 
in plain language, the rencounter which 
Paul had with Demetrius, the silversmith, 
and with the mob wdiich he had excited 
against him, because their idol worship and 
shrine making were in danger from the 
])reaching of the Gospel. 

Now^ I mention these things, merely to 
show the errors of the human heart, and the 
prejudices of the place against which the 
Apostle had to contend. And to show that 
how; much soever the inhabitants of that 
illustrious city valued themselves, on account 
of their eminent descent, or their long 
standing, or their worship of the great god- 
dess Diana, or of the image which fell down 
VoL. V— No. 182. 


from Jupiter; yet, over all that worldly 
wisdom and pride of men, the w'ord of God 
w'as to prevail. The little stone cut from 
the mountain, without hands, was to strike 
against that mixture of iron, and brass, and 
gold, and silver, and clay; then itself be- 
come a great mountain, and fill the whole 
earth. So, under the direction of the Holy 
Spirit, the Apostle w'as successful enough 
to establish a church at Ephesus, ere ever 
he was driven from its precincts. And to 
that church was the epistle before us writ- 
ten, about the sixty-fourth year of the in- 
carnation of our Lord, for w hose sake Paul 
was at that time at Rome an ambassador in 
bonds. Yet, with all authority, he writes 
to the Ephesians for two distinct purposes, 
namely, to instruct his followers in the 
Gospel, and to stop the mouth of all his 
adversaries, by showing them the falsity of 
what they had set forth. These things were 
indispensably necessary for him as a minis- 
ter of Christ ; because, ever since the fall 
of man, there has obtained in the world the 
lusting of the flesh against the Spirit, even 
a predilection of the pride of the human 
heart to be justified upon the footing of its 
own obedience. And it strengthened this 
inherent depravity, that the Jews had re- 
ceived the moral and the ceremonial laws 
Y 
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from God, upon the fulfilling of which they 
trusted that they should be justified in his 
sight; and were fond to believe, that who- 
soever spake against that mode of justifica- 
tion was a blasphemer and an idolater. 
And they managed all their affairs upon the 
principle, that if any one made himself 
known to them as a deliverer, he was to 
act a part so very different from merely 
telling them, if they repented not they 
should be destroyed ; that he was to take 
upon him the office, and discharge the duty 
of Moses, in opposing the impending cala- 
mity, by literally casting himself down before 
the Lord, and entreating of him, tliat if he 
would not turn it away from Israel, he 
would blot his name out of the Book of 
Life. Such, how^ever, was the false opinion 
of the Jews, and the blinded imagination of 
the Gentiles, for the ceremonial law was 
now abrogated ; and, by the deeds of the 
moral law, no sinful mortal could be justified 
in the sight of God, nor could they be saved 
upon the ground of their own corrupt com- 
munications, in which they wrought all im- 
cleanness with greediness, being dead in 
trespasses and sins.” Nor was there any 
way in wliich they could be made alive and 
holy, except by the quickening influences 
of the Holy Spirit. That is the subject 
upon which the Apostle is insisting, as is 
clearly exhibited in the text and in the con- 
text. Verse 1. “You hath he quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
wherein in time past ye walked according 
to the course of this world, according to the 
j)rince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobe- 
dience : among whom also we all had our 
conversation in limes past in the lusts of our 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and 
of the mind ; and were by nature the chil- 
dren of wnifh, even as others. But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even w'hcn w'e w'cre 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ; (by grace are ye saved;) and 
hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ; 
that in the ages to come he might show the 
exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness 
towards us through Christ Jesus, For by 
grace are ye sav^ through faith ; and that ; 
not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God.” ! 

In the farther illustration of this subject, : 
there are three topics to which we shall 
direct our attention ; I. Salvation; II. The 
source w’hencc salvation flow's; and, III, 


The medium through which salvation is 
applied to the souls of men. 

1. Then salvation is the privilege men- 
tioned in the text : “ By grace are ye 
saved.” To be saved, is to be delivered 
from some impending calamity ; and to give 
some idea of what it is to be saved spirit- 
ually, by an example taken from natural cir- 
cumstances, in the end of the 27th chapter 
of the Acts of the Apostles, where Paul’s 
voyage to Rome is related, w'e have a plain 
account given of what it is to be saved. 
After we are told of the imminent jeopardy 
of their lives in which the men w'ere upon 
the boisterous ocean, we find it stated as the 
result of the whole : “ And so it came to 
pass that they escaped all safe to land.” 
That is what it is to be saved, to escape 
with our lives safe from the danger which 
threatened us. And spiritual salvation con- 
sists in being born again, in having the heart 
w'ashed with the water of regeneration, and 
the inner man sprinkled with the renewing 
influences of the Holy Spirit, until that, in 
all our aflections, w'e are made alive and 
holy unto God ; and this much done, the 
law hath no more power unto death; but, 
renewed in the spirit of our minds, we are 
legally justified in the sight of God, and 
saved from the penal consequences of sin. 

The penalty which God annexed to the 
precei)t was death : “ In the day thou eat- 
est thereof thou slialt surely die.” But from 
this W'e are saved by the blood of Jesus ; 
we have space given us to repent, and a 
way of access opened up unto the Father, 
who is encouraging us to lay hold on eternal 
life. So long as we continued under the 
impending curse, there w'as nothing due to 
us but death. From that, however, we are 
HOW' freed, and in its room we enjoy all the 
comforts of time and the blessings of eter- 
nity. Yea, “all things w'ork together for 
good to them that love God ; to them who 
are the called according to his purpose.” 
Death temporal, spiritual, and eternal, were 
all included Jn the threatening. Death 
temporal is the separation of the soul from 
the body. Death spiritual is the separation 
of the soul from God. And death eternal 
is the separation of both soul and body from 
God for ever. But from all these we are 
saved. Death temporal, no doubt, performs 
its work, but it is not now penal ; in its 
rapacity to devour it caught Jesus, but he 
was too mighty for death ; he overcame it, 
and left it vanquished in the grave ; so that 
it is now in the hand of the Mediator, con- 
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verted into a mean far bringing his saints to 
glory. And spiritual death shall have no 
dominion over us ; now and then, indeed, 
we may experience a compunction of con- 
science and a pang of mind, because we 
carry about with us bodies of sin and death. 
But these shall no longer prove destructive, 
but are all so many incentives to bring us 
to Jesus, and to cause us to rely upon him 
more fully. And death eternal shall have 
lio place ; whenever the soul is set free from 
the body, that moment shall it be in para- 
dise, carried by the angels, and so shall it 
be for ever with the Lord. 

2. We are delivered from the love of 
sin. By the covenant transgression of 
Adam, there is a sinful bias given to our 
minds ; we drink in iniquity like water. Be- 
cause we have broken the law, there is a 
deep-rooted enmity in our hearts to all that 
is holy ; and we cannot think of returning 
to God, for that would be calling our sins to 
remembrance, and setting before our face 
the curse which awaits us from an offended 
Judge. But having yielded ourselves up 
the servants of Satan, wc follow him in all 
the base suggestions which he presents to 
our view, and have a certain degree of de- 
light in deceiving our neighbours, and in 
beguiling our own souls, in saying, Peace, 
peace, while there is no peace from the 
Lord. And bent upon iniquity, to our own 
destruction, and to the dishonour of God, 
we roll sin as a sweet morsel under our 
tongue. But from all these we are saved. 
We see the aggravation of our sins in de- 
parting from the living God, and become 
alarmed at their delusive nature and destruc- 
tive tendency. We learn that sin is nothing 
other than a false gloss to lead men by im- 
perceptible steps to irretrievable destruc- 
tion. Then we hate it with all the heart 
as that exceeding evil thing which God 
cannot behold but with detestation and ab- 
horrence ; and a thing which is seeking to 
bind ourselves so fast with the bands of 
deceit, that we shall never be able to get 
from under its power. But when the Lord ; 
enlightens our minds to see sin in its true 
colours, and in its gross tendency, we have 
no more relish for it in the heart ; but all 
its endearments to us are done away, be- 
cause it hath failed, and must necessarily . 
for ever fail to produce what it promised 

We were seeking happiness, and sin pre- 
sented itself as that which could satisfy ; but 
the more we loved it, and the closer we fol-1 
lowed it, we were deepening in misery, until | 


that we had verged on the very borders of 
death. And even then it pleased us, be- 
cause there was in our minds a dee]:>-rooted 
enmity to the holy law of God. But when 
we obtain salvation from the Lord, we have 
no more desire for sin ; we learn, that inas- 
much as we loved it, we hated our own hap- 
piness, and were rushing recklessly upon our 
own destruction. But now does the Lord 
become the supreme object of our delight. 
We see in him a beauty and an all-suffi- 
ciency suited to give true comfort to the 
saint, something which is congenial to our, 
celestial part, and w hich in life and in death 
continues alike calculated to give deliver- 
ance, and to present with a crown of glory. 
We behold God as our Creator and our 
most bountiful Benefactor; and are con- 
vinced, that in as far as w’e have followed a 
sinful course, in so far have we. trod the 
downward path, and have been -derogating 
from God’s eternal glory. But the heart 
being once changed, all love to sin ceases ; 
w'c are convinced that vanity of vanides is 
w ritten on all its promises, and that death is 
its reward. And thence forward w^e close 
with God, who conducts us by his counsel, 
and sing a song of praise to Him that saves 
us by his love ; to Him that redeems us by 
his blood ; to Him that sanctifies us by his 
Spirit ; even to our God be glory for ever 
and for ever. 

3. We are saved from the pow’er of 
sin; for whom we serve, his we are. The 
Apostle plainly declares this, (Rom. vi. 16,) 
“ Know' ye not, tliat to whom ye yield your- 
selves servants to obey, his servants ye are 
to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteousness ?” 

But, being saved from the love of sin, 
it hath no more place in us ; for it can have 
no dominion over us, but just in as far as 
we indulge in it. Formerly we were led 
astray, serving divers lusts, “deceiving and 
being deceived ;” but, by being delivered 
trom the power of sin, the whole bent of 
our inclinations acquires a new direction. 
Formerly our thoughts w'ere carnal, sensual, 
devilish ; now' they yield the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness — love to God and 
love to the brethren. And our whole aina 
takes a heavenly direction ; we long for 
the coming of Christ’s kingdom, and for 
the hastening of his glory. The w'orld is 
no longer the place of our rest; but we 
confess ourselves as looking for a city that 
hath foundations, whose builder and whose 
maker is God. And we view every ol^ect 
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xrbich leads away from that as an enemy 
labouring to destroy our best comforts, and 
to take away our dearest enjoyments. 
Here> indeed, we live not by sight, but by 
faith; and, in getting from under the do> 
minion of sin, there is a conflict in the soul 
which cannot be maintained otherwise than 
by the mighty power of God. There is the 
living principle of fmth implanted in the 
believer, which must struggle against prin- 
cipalities and powers — against spiritual 
wickednesses in high places. These are 
the temptations of Satan and the lusts of 
the flesh, which, like a rolling torrent, gain 
impetuosity as they proceed, and are sup- 
ported by the most incongruous of all mea- 
sures ; they feed upon the slain but to be 
strengthened for the slaughter, and are im- 
mortalled by the very means of death. And 
never, never could the soul get from under 
that leaguing of enemies in counsel, were it 
not gifted by the persevering grace of God. 
But he that is for us is more than all those 
who possibly can be against us, and no good 
thing of all liis promise will he withhold 
from them who rely upon him in the exer- 
cise of faith ; but he will perfect their 
strength unto victory, and their victory 
unto triumph. 

‘ That, however, is done only by the 
Christian course being persisted in. There 
is, and must be, a leaving of the first prin- 
ciples or rudiments of the world, and con- 
sequent upon that a going onwards to per- 
fection. But all those who thus make 
progress in their heavenward course will 
God crown with the fulness of the stature 
of manhood in Christ. Without this pro- 
gressive work there could be no life of God 
in the soul of man. We must not be to-day 
in convictions, and to-morrow in sins. That 
would indicate neither deliverance from the 
power of sin, nor freedom from the influence 
of the enemy ; but it would be turning again 
to the w'eak and beggarly elements of the 
world, which very ill accord with the cha- 
racter of the redeemed. There is not, how- 
ever, in the real saint that halting between 
two opinions. In him there is a spiritual 
freedom from the power of sin, and an on- 
ward persevering in holiness, which is figured 
out, in the language of inspiration, by first 
the blade, then the ear, afterwards the full 
corn in the ear. And, a^in, by the great 
Head of the Church wisely administering 
to the saints, as they severally need, milk 
for babes, and strong meat for such as are 
of full age ; so that the nearer we are brought 


to the regions of death and the grave, we 
are the more fitted for inheriting the upper 
sanctuary and the heavenly Jerusalem, until 
the day break, and the shadows flee away, 
and we are clasped in the arms of the Re- 
deemer, and shall go no more out. 

4. We are saved from the practice of 
sin. This refers to the external part of 
the Christian's character, and even in that 
it becomes us to fulfil all righteousness. 
We must be careful to discharge our rela- 
tive duties to all those among whom the 
Lord has given us our being, and has fixed 
the bounds of our habitations. We must 
do violence to no man, no, not even to the 
most abandoned and profligate ; for, in doing 
that, would we be just so much the more 
assimilated to themselves. We will not 
encroach upon the rights of our neighbours, 
by removing their land-marks, or appro- 
priating to ourselves their possessions, nor 
by any means bring a reproach upon their 
character, by speaking evil of their good 
name ; but wc must love all mankind, even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath first loved us. 
If our neighbour’s cattle have strayed, we 
w’ill restore them to him. If his children 
or his servants are in distress, W’e will assist 
them; and, in eveiy part of our deportment, 
as in the presence of God and a good con- 
science, do to him as we would desire him 
to do to us. 

More particularly we will discharge our 
intimate obligations with charity and love. 
Are we children, we will reverence our 
parents, and most punctually obey them ; 
are we parents, we will not provoke our 
children to wrath, but educate them in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord ; are 
we servants, we will do our business with 
faithfulness, as the servants of Christ ; and 
if we be masters, w e will mind the same 
things, forbearing threatening, knowing also 
that our Master is in heaven. Now', these 
are important duties, and they have all been 
violated by sin ; but, if we are saved from 
the practice of sin, we will most punctually 
perform them ; for if w'C are not correct in 
our moral w'alk, and be not strictly regu- 
l-ated by the rules of Christian prudence, we 
will give occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord to speak reproachfully, and bear 
mournful evidence against our own souls 
that we are not yet saved from the practice. 
It will be uniformly found that those saved 
from the practice of sin indicate their holy 
inclinations, by engaging in all revealed 
duty. The Lord Jesus Christ has con- 
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duded the whole human race under two 
grsnd classes, when he says, ** He that is j 
net for me is against me.” And there is 
no possibility of a man being a Christian in : 
heart without showing it in the obedience 
of his life, just for this plain reason, that , 
“ faith without works is dead.” If, then, 
we are saved from the practice of sin, we 
will engage in all holy duty ; w'e will be 
faithful in the performance of family prayer 
day by day in the devotions of the closet, 
ana in the ejaculations of the heart more 
frequently. We will read the Scriptures 
with delight, and contemplate them with 
devout meditation, giving all diligence to 
make our calling and election sure, and most 
scrupulously maintain a conscience void of 
offence before God and before men. We 
will be careful to sanctity the Sabbath 
throughout to the Lord, setting it apart 
from the things of time, to prepare for eter- 
nity. On that day we will appear in the 
meetings of God’s people, to sing his praises, 
to show forth his glory, and most conscien- 
tiously approach him in all the ordinances 
of the gospel of reconciliation. And if we 
hold more distinguished relations among 
professing Christians, we will travail as in 
birth till Christ be formed in men, the hope 
of glory; “for we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we 
sliouid walk in them.” And we will be 
mindful of the scriptural injunction, “ Be 
not deceived ; God is not mocked : for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.” For there are many men who make 
a profession ot Christ’s name, who give a 
verbal assent, to the happy state of the 
righteous, and seem to wish that their last 
end may be like his, but who through their 
whole life are never careful to be saved from 
the practice of sin. They take it for granted 
that all is well, that they are in Christ 
Jesus, and that they love his cause ; yet 
they turn aside to the things of the world, 
and are not careful to fulfil the Christian’s 
duty; while they nevertheless persuade 
themselves that they are tlie beloved of the 
Lord, and that hereafter they shall perform 
his wil more perfectly. But there cannot 
be a more perverse, nor a more deplorable 
character than this. What, to be a con- 
fessed disciple of Jesus and not to do his 
commandments I The Bible acknowledges 
no each saint ; for the umform language ol 
in^l^tion ** Herd^ shall ye know that 
ye m my discipict n ye do whatsoever I 


have commanded you.’* And thorc cannot, 
in all the resources of hypocrites, be eithet 
a more gross delusion, or one more cer- 
tainly destructive to their souls, thau for 
them to have made a profession of the reli- 
gion of Jesus, and then to have gone off 
after the pursuits of this world, seeking to 
fulfil the lusts of the flesh under that pro- 
fession, as a cloak of covering to quiet their 
own consciences That is verily a wound- 
ing of Jesus in the house of his friends. 
And what reason can they give for it ? Is 
he a hard master V Is he not able to reward 
them ? Or would they have both the world 
and Jesus ? This is simply impossible ; for 
they cannot serve God and mammon. But 
plainly they arc not yet saved from the 
practice of sin, and if ever they are saved, it 
shall be through a fiery trial ; for in their 
character they come near to that description 
of persons called “ evil men and seducers *’* 
and of whom it is said, they “ shall wax 
worse and worse, deceiving, and being de- 
ceived.” But very different, indeed, is the 
character of those who are saved from the 
practice of sin; they love the Lord, and 
they walk before him in all his command- 
ments and ordinances blamelessly. 

II. We come now to notice the source 
whence this salvation flows, and that is the 
sovereign love and free grace of God. “ As 
truly as I live, saiih the Lord, I have no 
pleasure in the death of him that dieth ; but 
rather that he would turn unto me and 
live.” Now, this declaration is altogether 
of the sovereign love and free grace of God, 
because it remained with the Author of it 
to manifest whether he would, or would not, 
be reconciled to man, and reconcile man to 
himself. God is the Creator of all things ; 
he alone hath immortality ; he is self-exist- 
ent, and is from everlasting to everlasting 
the same ; besides him there is no God ; he 
knows not any. He called all things into 
existence ; he created them for his own 
glory, and he made them all very good ; but 
man sinned against him, and by his sin 
entailed misery on himself and on all his 
descendants. In this case, then, no one man 
could assist another, nor could any creature 
that had not sinned come in to his help ; for 
ail were amenable to the same Creator, and 
owed him, on their own account, their utter- 
most efforts to show forth his glory ; so 
that no created thing could prefer a claim 
against the Creator ; but it remained with 
him to manifest how he would manage hw 
moral kingdooi, and verily he condescended 
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to save man. And this condescension was 
altogether of his sovereign love and mere 
gooa pleasure ; no object out of himself 
could induce him to it; above him there 
was none ; below him there could be none ; 
from the holy perfections of deity all were 
so infinitely far removed, that their whole 
Juty lay in showing forth God’s glory, by 
obeying his high commands. The sove- 
reign love and free grace of God are the 
source of salvation ; because when man had 
sinned, and all the clouds, of wrath were 
thickening around him, and all the thun- 
ders of Jehovah’s justice were ready to burst 
around man’s guilty head, it remained with 
God to manifest whether justice should take 
its course, or he would stretch out his strong 
arm to deliver ; whether he would be recon- 
ciled to man, or punish him according to his 
iniquities, by everlastingly secluding him 
from his presence. And, until the decree 
was declared, there must have been a so- 
lemn pause, as if the pulse of nature stood. 
All the angels in glory must have looked 
on with intense interest, and devils must 
have trembled in dire suspense for the de- 
claration of the divine will, which made fully 
known whether man w'as to be restored to 
the favour of his God, or eternally to ex- 
piate his guilt, by bearing the punishment 
due to his crimes. And, at that all- 
important moment, in the riches of his 
grace, God gave the intimation of his plea- 
sure, Deliver from going down to the pit ; 
for I will be merciful. 

2. The sovereign love and free grace 
of God are the source of salvation, inas- 
much as, in the bowels of his compassion, 
God so loved the world, that he gave the 
Son of his bosom for the sin of man’s soul, 
and thus provided a ransom. When the 
rebellion of man had plunged him into the 
depth of distress, and he was altogether 
helpless as an infant abandoned in the open 
field, then did God make known the deliv- 
erer. This no ingenuity of man could ever 
have discovered, nor could the united prowess 
of the human race ever have procured the 
Mediator. Men might have thought of 
giving the seed of their bodies for the sin 
of their souls ; that, how^ever, would only 
have been deepening their crime. Or did 
they think of piling the w oods of the forest, 
and sacrificing thereon the cattle of ten 
thousand hills ? that w’ould have been 
giving nothing unto God, but what doth 
unto him of right pertain ; for the world 
tmd all that therein is belongs unto the 


Lord. Or did they think of satisfying the 
law for the salvation of their souls ? that was 
utterly impossible ; for, ere ever they could 
obey the law, it was necessary they should 
bear its penalty, and that w'as eternal death. 
But it leads into an absolute contradiction 
in terms to say, that any finite being could 
procure eternal life by enduring eternal 
death, for the one necessarily precludes the 
other. 

But allow' that there had been, on the 
part of man, an ability to have done some- 
thing for the salvation of his soul, God was 
the offended party ; and it remained with 
him to tell w hether or not lie would admit 
of a ransom, as w ell as to say what would 
be a sufficient satisfaction to his justice. 
And we know', from the declarations of 
Scripture, and from the nature of the de- 
liverance, that no creature could ever have 
procured it. The discovery w-as infinite, 
because an infinite person was found. And 
no man could ever have claimed salvation 
as his legal right, because that w’ould have 
been to have gained the ascendency over 
the supreme God, and to Iiave made the 
oftended party give satisfaction for the sin 
of the offending. But here God’s love to 
man was such, that he both devised the 
scheme of salvation, and provided the Sa- 
viour. He gave the just person to suffer 
and die in the room and stead of the unjust., 
and to make complete atonement, by fulfil- 
ling the whole law, and effecting an ever- 
lasting righteousness ; and upon the merits 
of that satisfaction is salvation granted to 
us through the free grace of our God. 

3. The sovereign love and free grace 
of God are the source of salvation, inas- 
much as salvation can be applied to the 
soul only by the supernatural agency of the 
Holy Spirit. “ Paul may plant, and Apollos 
may water; but God alone can give the 
increase.” There is both a natural and a 
moral inahilit}'’ about man to prevent him 
from being saved. His moral inability lies 
in the utter perversion of his will ; he has 
no desire for that which is good ; but his 
w'hole affections are set on things which arc 
evil, and his natural inability lies in the 
utter incompetency of created capacity to 
change itself. Man is dead by nature, and 
his heart is hard as the nether-millstone ; but, 
before he can be saved, his heart must be 
changed, and right principles must be im- 
planted within him, which never could be 
done by his own efforts. Sooner might 
that which is naturally dead raise itself to 
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life, than could a man who is spiritually 
dead of himself become spiritually alive. 
And equally soon might that which hath 
no existence create itself, as could the old 
man become the new creature, holy and 
acceptable to God. All eamerience of the 
saints corroborates this. The bold and 
evangelical prophet Isaiah portray? ed in 
graphic language the glory of God ; night 
and day he warned the surrounding world, 
by opposing all the pride of the passing 
age. He could depict the depravity of the 
human heart, and he could describe the 
coming of the Saviour with as much mi- 
nuteness, as though the scene of Christ’s 
incarnation had passed in review before 
him ; yet when he had done all this, and 
looked for the fruits of his labours, in mourn- 
ful plaint he had to exclaim, “ Who hath 
believed our report? and to whom hath the 
arm of the Lord been revealed ?” And under 
the mellifluous, but no less godly suasion of 
Ezekiel, the people came to him as God’s 
people cometh, and sat under his adminis- 
trations as God’s people sitteth ; but, after 
all, it is said of him, “ Lo, thou art unto 
them as a very lovely song of one that hath 
a pleasant voice, and can play w'ell upon an 
instrument : for they hear thy words, but 
they do them not.” And the apostle Paul, 
from his experience, could announce the! 
embittered enmity of the unregencrated 
heart ; by his learning he could remove the 
false glosses of sophistry ; and by his preach- 
ing, w'hen he applied the law of God to 
the heart of man, reasoning of temperance, 
of righteousness, and of judgment to come, 
he could even make a Felix tremble ; but 
all the length which that could go, was 
only almost to persuade him to be a Chris- 
tian. And every other who labours in the 
cause of the Lord Jesus, will have like 
reasons for arriving at the conclusion, that 
“except the Lord build the house, they 
labour in vain that build it : except the 
Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh 
but in vain.” 

III. We come now to notice the me- 
dium through which salvation is applied to 
the souls of men, and that is through faith; 
“ By grace are ye saved through faith ; 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God.” Faith, in the case of the saint, 
is the same thing which is known in the 
world by the name of belief, and signifies 
the assent of the mind to the truth of 
some statement, so as to act upon the 
belief of what is said to us. Of this we 


have a plain instance given in the llth 
chapter of John’s gospel, which may 
serve as an example of what it is to be- 
lieve. While Jesus was at a distance, 
Lazarus was sick, and died, and w'as laid 
in the grave ; but Jesus came to Bethany, 
that the mighty works of God might be 
manifest in him. Now, while in the way 
Martha met him, and, after she had saluted 
him as the Lord’s Christ, she went away 
and told Mary her sister privately, saying, 
The Master is come and calleth for thee. 
And as soon as Mary heard that, she acted 
upon the belief of what w’as said ; she rose 
up quickly and came to Jesus. But of a 
like kind is that faith by which salvation is 
applied to the souls of men. It is founded 
upon evidence, and that evidence is the 
testimony of God. Hence it is defined by 
the Apostle in another epistle to be the 
belief of the truth, and is the appropriating 
I act by which salvation, through the grace 
of God, is given unto men ; for he that 
cometh unto God must believe that he is, 
and that he is the rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him. They believe all that 
he hath told them concerning their original 
character ; that they were created pure and 
holy, and that they bare all the moral image 
of their God in the rectitude of their nature. 
They believe that they enjoyed a succession 
of perfect blessedness, corresponding to the 
state of their innocence and the benignity of 
their God, and that it was by their own 
voluntary rebellion they entailed upon them- 
selves that legal guilt w hich hath plunged 
them into the depth of that WTetchedness 
and wo, in which tney feel that they are by 
nature and by practice ; and that there is 
no w ay of being delivered from sin and 
misery but through the mediation of Jesus. 
They believe that sin is really such an ex- 
ceeding evil thing in the sight of God, that 
he cannot but have it punished, either in 
the principal or in the substitute ; and that 
God hath given his beloved Son for the 
very purpose, that he should take away the 
guilt of his chosen ; that he hath paid all 
the penalty, and suffered the wrath of God 
even to the death, and is now exalted to the 
throne of glory, where he continues to make 
intercession for us ; and that, where he is, 
there is a glorious rest in reserve for all who 
love his appearing ; -and that from the high 
heavens he shall come forth in the end to 
judge the living and the dead, accompanied 
with ten thousand times ten thousands of 
his saints, and all his holy angels with him. 
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They believe that God is the Father of 
V, even altogether such as he liath re- j 
veale^ himself to be in his holy word from 
overUsting to everlasting God. But in all 
that belief there is no merit either to pur- 
chase the love of God, or to palliate the 
guilt of men. But the Westminster divines 
have given the scriptural definition of the 
doctrine, when they say, “ Faith in Jesus 
Christ is a saving grace whereby we receive 
and rest upon him alone for salvation, as he 
is offered to u« in the Gospel.” But this 
receiving and resting upon Christ precludes 
the very idea of salvation by works. 

2. Salvation is by grace when applied 
to our souls through faith, because faith 
neither flows from intrinsic worth in us, nor 
does it beget in our hearts any principle, 
upon the ground of which we can merit 
.salvation. We are by nature the blackest 
in character, and the most perverse in prac- 
tice, that moral subjects can possibly be. 
We have departed from God, and, in doing 
so, are separated alike from every feeling of 
meekness, and from every principle of holi- 
ness. We are intent on every thing that 
loveth and that maketh a lie; and so far are 
we from meriting salvation, that it is while in 
this state that faith is given us, and that we 
are converted. And, for the establishing 
that we are thus wicked by nature, if we 
take but one connected view of the charac- 
ter of man ever since the commencement of 
his history, we will readily find that the 
prevailing principle of his heart has been to 
sin and to death. He was, indeed, created 
pure and perfect, possessing all the moral 
image of his God in the rectitude of his 
nature. This, however, he retained not, 
but by transgression fell ; and ever since 
has the depravity of his heart operated 
against every principle of good. Cain hated 
Abel with a mortal enmity ; and, after speak- 
ing to him in all the base dissimulation of 
his soul, by and by Ite rose up in the field 
and slew him. And wherefore did he that? 
Just because Abel’s works were righteous 
to the reproval of Cain’s wicked deeds. 
Now, a like domination of enmity hath 
reigned down through the generations of 
men. Soon did the whole human family 
become so grossly corrupt, that tboir sins 
excited the just indignation of God, and 
recoiled upon their owh guilty heads in the 
flood of Noah, which swept them all away, 
with few, that is to say, eight souls, being 
saved. Yet, very soon after that disaster, 
they joined in league again to break the 


commandments of God, and set about build- 
ing a tower, whose battlements should 
threaten heaven, for which their language 
was confounded, and they scattered abroad 
upon the face of the whole earth. Nor was 
the returning interval long, until the cry of 
their wickedness became so great, that it 
ascended up and entered into the ears of 
the Lord of Sabaotli, and caused liquid 
brimstone in flaming fire to be rained out of 
heaven, to burn up Sodom and the cities of 
the plain. And so in succession wherever 
there was a tendency to good manifested, 
there was the malevolence of the wicked 
sent forth to assail and overpower it. This 
corruption branched out into all oppression 
and every evil act. Men wrought all un- 
cleaniiess with greediness, to the destruction 
the one of the other ; they verged into 
polytheism and idol worship, and indulged 
in all the vain ratiocinations of the fool, who 
hath said, There is no God ; and degene- 
rated into the vilest grade of guilt and 
wretchedness which the rational creature is 
capable of reaching, until we find them, de- 
scribed by the Spirit of inspiration in the 
Epistle to the Romans, as having “changed 
the glory of the incorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, and to 
birds, and four-footed beiists, and creeping 
things. “ Wherefore God also gave them 
up to uncleannoss through the lusts of their 
own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies 
between themselves ; being filled with all 
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness ; full of envy, 
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisper- 
ers, ’’.and all such evil works. And then in 
the 3d verse of the chapter, where the text 
lies, does the Apostle bring the argument 
home to the case in hand, when he says, 
“ Among whom also we all had our conver- 
sation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind ; and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others.” Where is boasting 
then ? It is excluded. By what law* ? Of 
works, nay, but by the law of faith. Where 
then is the wise ? where is the scribe ? where 
is the disputer of this world? Hath not 
God made foolishness the wisdom of this 
world . 

If this, then, be the state of the depraved 
mind, and all Scripture and experience agree 
in procldirmng that it is, there can be no 
merit in us wherefore we should be saved. 
But if there be merit about man, it must lie 
either in the designs of his heart, or in the 
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doinm of his hand. In the doin^ of his 
nand it is not ; for these, in their uniform 
tendency, are alike destructive to man, and 
dishonouring to God ; neither is it in the 
designs of his heart, for these are the prin* 
dpies whence his actions proceed ; he be- 
lieves, and therefore he speaks ; he desires, 
and therefore he acts. And could it be 
shown that the doings of a man proceed 
otherwise than from the designs of his heart, 
at tfhat moment would he cease to be a 
moral and responsible being. Such, how- 
ever, is contrary to the facts of the case; so 
that we are forced to conclude, from all that 
is ill or about man, if he possesses merit, 
that it must lie in opposing his Maker. But 
so long as God’s commandments are holy, 
and just, and good, it is contrary to the 
nature of things that there should be merit 
in their opposite ; and so long as God can- 
not reward a man for doing evil, so long 
must we be destitute of merit ; and so long 
must salvation be of the sovereign love and 
free grace of God, w'hen applied to our souls 
through faith ; because faith is itself the gift 
of God. 

3. Salvation through faith is by grace; 
because, even when we are made to believe, 
faith gives no remuneration to God for what 
we receive. “ Can a man be profitable unto 
God, as he that is wise may be profitable 
unto himself?” Man believes, and is con- 
verted ; but it is to the consolation of his 
own soul. By faith he turns from sin to 
righteousness ; but it is that he may live for 
ever. Nay, all the blessings resulting from 
salvation centre upon man ; if he believes, 
it is that he may be saved : if he becomes 
holy, it is that he may be taken into union 
and fellowship with God, who for that end 
hath shown the exceeding riches of his 
grace, in his kindness towards us through 
Christ Jesus. When God gave his ornnific 
word for the creation of the w^orld, it was 
for his own glory. He made man a moral 
creature, possessing pure and holy princi- 
ples, and placed him in all that due obe- 
dience which the circumstances of the case 
required, that he might show' forth his glory. 
Divine meditation was to be the business of 
his life, and one glow of glory to God was to 
swell the anthems of his praise, for all the 
blessings of time which lay in rich retreat 
on this hand and on that, and for all the 
unspeakable pleasure he derived from the 
immediate intercourse which he held with 
the God of heaven. 

Now, if man ow'ed perfect obedience to 


God, while his nature was pure and his 
affections uncontaminated, he never coudd 
b^ disobeying owe less. Nor could he ever, 
either by bodily exertion or mental effort, 
render more than complete obedience to the 
Lord. Then, when he is redeemed and 
cleansed from all iniquity, though, through 
faith, he render to God the willing obe- 
dience of his life, it is no more than he owed 
ere ever he had sinned, and continued to 
owe during the whole time of his alienation ; 
and, in the estimation of the saint, so far 
is faith from being a reward for the salva- 
tion given, that it is one continued confes- 
sion of his utter unworthiness to be made 
partaker of the Lord’s tender loving kind- 
ness. And it lays him under an eternal 
debt of gratitude to that mighty Jehovah 
w'ho created him, possessed of every intel- 
lectual delight ; and who, when he had 
exposed himself to all the pangs of an 
awakened conscience, and to all the pains 
of an eternal damnation, condescended to 
redeem him by the greatest oF all gifts, even 
that of his well-beloved Son ; and to ele- 
vate him to a rank higher than that of the 
angels, for they are to be his servants ; and 
to give him a likeness to the Lamb, and a 
place before the throne, where he shall con- 
tinue to reflect the radiance of his uncreated 
Benefactor. Then tell it not in heaven, 
mention it not in the hearing of the holy, 
that their faith and feeble efforts at obe- 
dience area rew'ard for the salvation of their 
souls. No ; even faith is through grace, 
and all is through grace, whatsoever of love, 
of self-denial, of joy, meekness, long-buffer- 
ing, perseverance, and hope ; all is of the 
riches of God’s free grace. And there is 
no remuneration on the part of man ; but 
God is all and in all. “ For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves ; it is the gift of God not of 
works, lest any man should boast. 

I shall now conclude this discourse witli 
a few remarks. 

1st. From what has been said, leam the 
humility with which this subject ought to 
inspire us. Is all by g^ace ? Then let us 
come to God, humbled in heart and soul, 
and entreat of him that he would make us 
participants of his free favour; that he 
would put down every high thought, and 
every haughty imagination, which exalteth 
itself; that we may be enabled to say, 
“ Not unto us, O God ; not unto us, but 
to thy name be the glory.” 

When in the paradise of God we hml 
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violated our innocence, and sunk ourselves | 
to the depths of moral depr<yity and of 
physical wretchedness, then did God con» 
descend to save us from all unrighteousness, 
and to exalt us to every high honour. But 
just as one who has been rescued from im- 
minent danger, will be ever on the w'atch, 
lest it should again overtake him. So ought 
we to be humbled in heart and soul, lest we 
be pufled up with pride, and fall into the 
condemnation of the evil One. And this 
the more so, tliat there are lusts w'ithin, and 
enemies without, ever waiting for the halt- 
ing of the spiritual man ; and there is no 
way of escaping these, but in all humility of 
mind imitating the Lord Jesus, even as he 
was meek and lowly, in all obedience to the 
will of his heavenly Father. And what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God. 

2d. From this subject, learn the duty 
of living in complete obedience to the holy 
will of God. In this passage there is no 
mention made of the world, nor of the 
things of the world; but salvation is the 
whole theme of the verse, and that is cer- 
tainly calculated to direct our attention from 
time unto eternity. And to draw forth our 
desires from earth to heaven, for there is our 
treasure, and there should our hearts be 
also : — 

* Set thou thy trust upon the Lord, 

And be thou doing good ; 

And so thou in llic land shalt dwell, 

And verily have food.” 

But how directly opposed to that is the 
general custom of the Christian. Here we 
form endearments, and we forecast devices, 
to be executed only in a length of years. 
And, while engrossed in these, we say in 
our practice, and, alas ! must I add, but too 
often in our hearts, that wc are not ready 
to go with our God, until these be fulfilled. 
But how lawful and binding soever these 
engagements may in themselves be, the 
frame of mind with which they are indulged 
is the most unwarranted ; for we do look 
forward to a length of days, and, upon the 
mere presumption that we shall reach a 
long life, excuse ourselves for not living, in 
every moment of our existence, ready to 
resign our stew^ardship, and to say, “ Here 
am 1, O God, do with me as seemeth thee 
good.” 

Butw'ere we to live in complete obedience 
to the holy will of God, we would be de- 
terred from many sins ; because the ques- 


tion would be ever teciirring, In what light 
would I appear were I at this moment, and 
in this action, to be called before my Judge? 
But, by taking it for granted that we shall 
yet live to complete some favourite scheme, 
we are ready to cover our transgressions, 
with the hope that we shall afterwards 
repent. Than which frame of mind there 
can scarcely be a more depraved, nor one 
farther removed from the spiritual exercise 
of groaning earnestly, that we may be clothed 
upon with the righteousness of Christ ; and 
longing to have this mortal body changed 
for the immortal, and to be with Christ, 
which is far better. But plainly our duty 
is to seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and then let all these things 
be added, or be not added, as it may, all 
shall be well. ,We are to engage in every 
duty of time, and in all our business of life, 
in complete obedience to the God of hea- 
ven ; and to say, on every occasion, “ Not 
as I will, O Father, but as thou wilt and, 
in this course of life and frame of mind, sin 
may be lost; something of the world may 
be lost, ami its corresponding grovelling 
anxiety of mind may be lost. But opjiosed 
to these shall be gained peace of con- 
science, complete success, the glory of God, 
and our ow'n eternal salvation : “ By grace 
through faith ; it is the gift of God.” 

3d. From this subject learn the com- 
plete disappointment which all those shall 
receive who trust to the law for the salva- 
tion of their souls. There is confessedly 
but one way which God hath pointed out 
for the salvation of men ; and those who 
receive it in a different, have not the salva- 
tion of God. And if they gain a glory, it 
shall not be the glory of heaven. But it is 
not possible that men can be saved out of 
that way w^hich God hath given ; for, in 
every other resource, their hope shall 
ultimately prove as the giving up of the 
ghost ; because there is salvation given in 
no other name under heaven, known among 
men, than in the name of Jesus, and that is 
entirely of grace. The intentions of men 
may be the most sincere ; their aims may 
be the most eagerly followed out ; they may 
forego pleasure, and completely disregard 
earthly profit ; they may spend long nights 
in sleepless anxiety, and days in deep bent 
mental research, to find out a refuge other 
than God has given ; but all shall fail, and 
like themselves fade away. They may 
brace every nerve of the body, and «traia 
every faculty of the raind, to do poaance 
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for the sin of the soui ; but, when weighed 
in the balance, all shall be found more light 
than vanity ; for there is but one strait gate, 
and one narrow way, which is Christ to the 
Father All are broad besides, and all who 
walk in them shall ultimately be destroyed. 
Even allow that they were to arrive at the 
gate of heaven, and to knock there, to them 
it shall never be opened. Their voice is 
not known to him that is within, and that 
is necessary before they can be admitted ; 
for it is the signal by which the porter shall 
open unto them. 

And salvation being of the sovereign love 
and free grace of God, it remains with the 
Author of it to tell how he will be ap- 
proached; and it is the duty of all who 
w’ould obtain salvation to receive it in his 
own May. And to sum up this remark, it 
shall be found in the end, that all who have 
sought justification upon a legal footing shall 
by the law' be rendered accursed. “ By 
the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justi- 
fied in the presence of God ; for by the law 
is tlic knovs'Iedge of sin. 

4tli. From this subject learn the firm 
footing upon which believers stand. The 
foundation of their hope is placed upon 
Christ, M'ho is the Rock of ages, and the 
pillar and ground of the truth. The envy 
of men may assail them on the one hand, 
and the lusts of the flesh on the other; but, 
through the grace of God, these two shall 
be converted into friendly monitors, to cause 


them with more alacrity to run their cliris- 
tran conrse, and to stay not in all the pl^, 
for the judgments of God will be down upon 
sin. And, when thus tried, they majr have 
their doubts and their fears, and their sea- 
sons of weeping enduring for a night. But 
joy cometh in the morning; God the Father 
is for them ; Christ the Mediator hath re- 
deemed them ; the Holy Spirit the Com- 
forter makes his abode with them, to £^ply 
to their souls all the efficacies of divine 
grace, and to ward off every opposing 
energy. Then speak out, ye enemies of 
the Lord, if ye think to prevail ; if ye think 
to snatch the prev from the hand of the 
mighty. But he tliat is for os is more than 
all those >vho possibly can be against us ; 
and no good thing of all his promise shall 
fail to them who seek him in the exercise 
of faith. But the saved of God shall soar 
on the M’iiigs of faith and love upwards and 
onwards, from strength to strength, from 
grace to glory, and in the fulness of glory 
to God. Then avaunt on every enemy, 
on every sin, on every sorrow — these shsill 
be left Ikr behind ; for heaven is a pure 
celestial rest, where no unclean thing shall 
ever enter; but where the redeemed shall 
see face to face, exult in the resplendency 
of glory, and know even as they arc knoM n ; 
and shall unceasing sing, Alleluia, blessing, 
and honour, and glory, be unto our God ; 
and, again, Alleluia to God, for ever and 
for ever. Amen. 


ON THE HAPPINESS SPRINGING FROM IMPRESSIONS OF TRUTH 
AND ATTACHMENT TO THE DEITY. 


We come into the M’orld weak, indeed, 
and ignorant, but endued with capacities of | 
endless improvement. Were our faculties 
freely alloM'cd to unfold, and directed to ! 
their proper objects, our progress in wisdom 
would be easy and rapid, and our enjoy- 
ments exalted and substantial. But, such 
powerful obstacles are, on all hands, op- 
posed to our entrance into that path which 
our Creator has marked out for us, that 
multitudes never enter into it at all, and the 
small number who do, persevere in their 
progress only by a continual warfare. The 
present M orld may, with respect to the inte- 
rests of our souls, be justly compared to an 
enemy’s country, where we have not only 
to engage in open battle, but also to guard 
against secret ambuscades. Multiplied pre^- 


judices, consecrated by antiquity ; corrupt, 
opinions, strengthened in their march 
through a long succession of ages; ground- 
less associations of ideas, consolidated and 
confirmed by all the power of habit and 
custom ; delusive pleasures, flattering the 
senses, and cherished uith the warmth of 
appetite ; bad example, disguised under 
some splendid appearance ; the contagion 
of wicked company ; fraud and deception, 
clothed in the specious colours of friendship 
and truth ; generous and good principles, 
turned from their objects, and rushing to 
excess ; — these open or secret enemies sur- 
round us on every side, and either entice 
or drag us into the paths of folly, of vice, 
and of misery. 

When we hang on the breast, we suck 
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the prejudices of our nurses with the nou- 
rishment we receive from them, and our 
minds begin to acquire distortion, when our 
bodies begin their growth. The whole 
period of infancy is delivered over to the 
impressions of sense, which are established 
long before reason has any power to oppose 
them. Youth is inflamed with all the ardour 
of passion, and, impatient of restraint, and 
thirsting for gratification, spurns the dictates 
of that wisdom whose seat was never placed 
on the firm bas.s of early education. Man- 
hood, already corrupted in youth, turns its 
views to new objects ; but these are equally 
vain and unprofitable ; and the wisdom of 
maturer years, perverted into cunning and 
deceit, is made subservient to fortune or to 
ambition, which, with an increase of care, 
bring an increase of misery. Old age, 
stripped of the ardour and energy of pre- 
ceding periods, still retains their vain (mi- 
nions and perverse inclinations, and, if it 
catch at times a glimpse of immortality, and 
be convinced of the necessity of preparing 
for it, the road, which it must pursue for 
this purpose, appears too steep and rugged, 
and, perhaps, at the first step it makes in 
this road, it sinks into the grave. 

Thus, most men proceed through the 
diflerent stages of life, Mithout acquiring 
that wisdom and virtue of which the whole 
of our present state is intended to be a school, 
as a preparation for a better. Although, 
in the uncorrupted nature of things, truth 
and solid happiness lie at no distance from 
us, nevertheless, partly by the illusions of 
our own minds, and partly by the absurdity 
and profligacy of others, a powerful barrier 
is placed between them and us, which it re- 
quires the courage of a hero and the strength 
of a giant to surmount. 

Two grand objects occupy the attention 
and the activity of all mankinci— the acquire- 
ment of good, and the removal of evil. But 
w'hat are the enjoyments pursued ? Frivo- 
lous and insignificant pleasures, which either 
afford no satisfaction deserving that name, 
or, at least, one infinitely small in compari- 
son of that happiness for which the soul of 
man is formecl. This, consisting in the 
imprcivement of the understanding, in the 
practice of virtue, and in the consolations 
and supports of religion, is either unknown 
or neglected. What are the evils most 


abhorred and avoided? Imaginary objects 
of terror, or those inconveniences which 
affect only our external circumstances. But 
the real evils of human nature, ignorance, 
corruption, the divine displeasure, the dan- 
ger of eternal punishment, are never seri- 
ously apprehended, or considered as second- 
ary causes of anxiety. 

The most melancholy reflection of all is, 
that the very education, which the gene* 
rality of mankind receive, serves frequently 
to confirm them in error, and to lead them 
to disastrous conduct. In matters of mere 
speculation, how often are theories substi- 
tuted in the room of discoveries, and fancy, 
in that of knowledge ! How often are un- 
meaning words, and unintelligible jargon, 
vented for just explanations of the natures 
and causes of things I Moral instruction 
is, of all, most neglected. The greater 
part of men are allowed to collect their 
notions of right and wrong, of virtue and 
vice, of the part they are bound to act in 
life, and of the course they ought to avoid, 
wherever they can find them. They seek 
them, accordingly, in the sentiments of the 
world, in the practice of their associates, in 
the dictates of their own passions, in the 
example that is set before tfiem, by those on 
whom they depend, which is frequently an 
exhibition of selfishness and profligacy. 
Craft is denominated wisdom; austerity^ 
temperance; avarice^ frugality ; duplicity ^ 
prudence. Even in matters relating to 
religion, when religion is at all attended to, 
bigotry, enthusiasm, or superstition, are 
clothed in the garb of that godliness^ which 
is profitable unto all things, having promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which is 
to come. Every virtue, and every pious 
feeling, are thus either removed from their 
proper place, or carried to criminal excess. 
In politics, what pernicious systems are 
often maintained under the most specious 
names ! Tyranny and oppression are con- 
sidered as good government ; anarchy and 
licentiousness are embraced as liberty ; and 
blind attachment to party is extolled as 
patriotism. In this manner, opinions the 
most absurd and pernicious are impressed 
on the mind, under the guise of salutary 
principles, and instruction itself and know- 
ledge are employed to perpetuate ignorance 
and error. 
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‘ And the Lord passed by before hiniy and proclaimedy The Lordy the Lord God, met* 
cifttl and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth ; keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin, and that wiil by no 
means clear the Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7. 


When the Israelites had, even in sight 
of the divine glory that rested on Sinai, 
made two golden calves, and rendered to 
them idolatrous worship, Moses twice inter- 
posed by prayer on their behalf, and each 
time the Lord graciously listened to his 
request. When the Lord threatened to 
destroy Israel, and offered to make of Moses 
a great people to inherit the blessings w hich 
Israel by rebellion had forfeited, Moses 
earnestly entreated for sparing mercy to his 
countrymen, and the Lord hearkened and 
spared them. He declared, that, in fulfil- 
ment of his promise and oath, he would put 
them in possession of the promised lana — 
the land flowing with milk and honey ; but 
he threatened to withhold from them any 
special blessing ; he threatened not to go 
up with them, not to manifest himself as 
their God in the midst of them, but only to 
send his angel to guide them. Agmn Moses 
interceded with the Lord, and he said, “ If 
tljy presence go not up with me, cany us 
not up hence.*’ And the Lord said unto 
Moses, “ I will do this thing also that thou 
hast spoken ; for thou hast found grace in 
my sight.” 

Moses nowfound himself in circumstances 
particularly delightful. The Lord had lis- 
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tened to his supplications, and had taken the 
Israelites again into favour, and with his 
own voice had told his beloved servant that 
he had found grace in his sight. The soul 
of Moses, therefore, was gladdened with the 
joys of God ; his heart overflowed with de- 
vout affection, and he longed, he panted for 
farther discoveries of Jehovah’s glorious 
nature and character. It is ever thus with 
those who have tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious. What they have received of spiritual 
joys, only increases their desire of joys 
more enlarged and exquisite. What they 
have seen of the holy and glorious charac- 
ter of God, only makes them long for fuller 
and brighter manifestations of it. Em- 
boldened by the Lord’s kindness and con- 
descension in lending a gracious ear to his 
intercessions on behalf of the Israelites, 
Moses ventured humbly to prefer a petition, 
expressive of the earnest desires of his heart, 
for still farther discoveries of the glorious 
Being with whom he W'as in communion. 
He said, I beseech thee show me thy 
glory.” He had already seen the bush burn- 
ing in Horeb yet not consumed, and had 
heard the voice commanding to put the 
shoes from off his feet, for the place on 
, which he stood was holy ground. He had 
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inritnesBed Sinai altogether on a smoke, be- 
cause the Lord had descended upon it in 
fire, and thunders, and lightnings, and a 
thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice 
of the trumi::^ exceeding loud, and God 
speaking by a voice. He had lately seen I 
“ the God of Israel, and under his feet as it 
were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and 
as it were the body of heaven in its clear- 
ness” — a most resplendent manifestation of 
the divine presence in mildest glorious ma- 
jesty, and under this manifested presence of 
the divinity the pure beautiful blue of a 
tranquil sky. But it seems to have been a 
display of the divine glory different from 
any of these that Moses besought the Lord 
to show him — perhaps something of the 
glory of his character, as well as an external 
visible glory; for we find, that when the 
Lord intimated that he would comply with 
the devout desire of his servant, he said to 
him, “ I will make all my goodness pass be- 
fore thee, and I will proclaim the name of the 
Lord before thee.” No visible manifesta- 
tion of the divine glory could convey an 
adequate knowledge of the perfections of the 
divine character ; and therefore the Lord 
declared, that whilst the visible display of 
the divine glory was passing before Moses, 
ho would himself proclaim the name of the 
Lord : “ And he said, Thou canst not see 
my face” — the whole glory of the manifested 
divinity — “ for there shall no man sec me 
and live” — the fiill revelation of the God- 
head would be utterly insupportable by any 
human being. “ And the Lord said, Be- 
hold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt 
stand upon a rock : and it shall come to 
pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will 
put thee in a cleft of the rock, and will 
cover thee with my hand while I pass by” — 
interpose something between thee and my 
brightest glory — and I will take aw^ay ray 
hand, and thou shalt see my back parts” — 
some inferior manifestations of ray glory, 
such as thou canst bear — “ but my face, my 
brightest manifestation, shall not be seen.*’ 
Our text contains the record of the fulfil- 
ment of this promise of the Lord. At the 
Lord’s commandment, Moses was ready in 
the morning with two tables of stone in his 
hands to go up to the top of the mountain- 
And when he had gone up, * ‘ the Lord de- 
scended in the clou**, and stood with him 
there, and proclaimed the name of ^e Lord. 
And the Lord passed by before him, and 
proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, 
mepdful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 


mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, 
transgression, and sin, and that will by no 
means clear the guilty.” 

Here, then, we have the Lord’s name 
proclaimed by huntelL A naiae ig that 
distinguishes one persoat or thing 
from another person or thing ; and the 
name of the Lord here proclaimed by him- 
self points out the d^tinguishing things in his 
nature and chai'acteft ^'^pirit of God, give 
us with all truth and reverence to consider 
this glorious name ! 

1. We find that, first in order, the Lord 

proclaimed himself to be TAe Lord^ the 
Lord God. In all instances where the 
word Lord in jjour Bible is printed in capi- 
tal letters, it is the same word in the ori- 
ginal, which is often translated Jehovah. 
This is the incommunicable name of God, 
the name which is peculiar to the Supreme 
Being, and never given to any other being 
whalsover. “ Thou,” says the Psalmist, 
“ whose name alone is Jehovah, art the 
Most High over all the earth.” Ps. Ixxxiii. 
18. The name Jehovah literally signifies 
He that exists; and, in proclaiming his 
name to be Jehovah, God declares his sell- 
existence, his eternity, his unchangeableness. 
From all eternity he has been the grreat 
I AM, and the he wall continue to 

all eternity — the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. But you observe that the name 
God is added ; it is the Lord, the Lord 
God. The word in the original, w'hich is 
here translated God, conveys the notion 
of something that is present every where ; 
and we believe that the name God is here 
added to denote the omnipresence of the 
Deity, to teach ns that he is every where 
throughout the universe. And since God, 
an intelligent being, cannot be present in 
any place without knowing what is going on 
in that place, the omnipresence of the Deity 
involves in it also his omniscience — his know- 
ledge of all things ; so that when the glory 
of the Lord passed by befoi’e Moses, and 
the Lord proclaimed his own name, “ The 
Lord, the Lord God,” he declared to hiu 
creatures that he was the selfexistent, eter- 
nal, unchangeable, omnipresent, omniscient 
God. This Lord, this Lord God is thy God 
and thy friend whom thou lovest, O Christian ! 
This Lord, this Lord God, is thy God 
against whom thou art in rebellion, O care- 
less, unconverted sinner ! 

2. In the second place, you find it pro- 
claimed that the Lord' God is merctfuU 
Mercy is an attribute of the divine character 
brougnt into exercise through the entranct 
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of sin into the world ; for.it is the refraining 
frmn punishing, or the pardoning one whom 
strict justice says ought to be punished. 
Contemplating God simply in the character 
of a just and holy Lawgiver, and man as 
the rebellious transgressor of God’s law, 
how awful, how hopeless the condition of 
man ! He has incurred the penalty ; can 
he resist the execution of it ? Can he, a 
worm of the dust, refuse to go hence at the 
bidding of the Lord, even though the com- 
mand be to go away to everlasting burnings? 
Or can he hide himself from the presence of 
the Lord, so that the arm of justice shall not 
find him out ? Or can any deliver him out 
of God’s hand? My friends, when man be- 
came a sinner, he came into a state of en- 
mity and rebellion against God, bringing 
after it a punishment from which no created 
intelligence could deliver him, or see how 
he could possibly escape ; for the law that 
was given was strict and peremptory ; it 
eryoined obedience, perfect obedience, and 
annexed an awful penalty to transgression ; 
“ In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou 
shalt surely die.” That the justice of God 
should yield something of the strictness of 
its demands, that it should fall from its glo- 
rious perfectness, was utterly impossible ; so 
that when man had come into transgression, 
he could have nothing but a fearftrl looking 
for of judgment — a fearful looking for the 
execution of the penalty, ^ay,( and until God 
gave some intimations of the glorious plan 
that he had devised for man’s redemption. 
But when we find him, as in the text, pro- 
claiming his name to be the Lord, the Lord 
God merci/w/, tlien we are enabled to regard 
him in a new light ; the hope of pardon 
springs up in our souls, despair relaxes its 
coldJ deadeningjgrasp upon us, and a bar- 
rier ^between us and salvation, hitherto 
deemed insurmountable, is removed. Even 
though we had no fuller revelation of God’s 
pittposes concerning man than what is con- 
tained in the text, this would be the effect 
which it would produce ; for though God 
here proclaims himself to be the self-exist- 
ent, unchai^eable, omniscient Jehovah, yet 
as he also proclaims himself to be merciful, 
we might rest assured, that in his infinite wis- 
dom he wouW find out a way for the exer- 
cise of his mercy in perfect consistency with 
his unchangeableness, even though he had 
not told us what that way was. When, 
therefore, you have it proclaimed by Jeho- 
vah’s own mouth that he is a merciful Lord 
God/ tell me, O fellow-sinners,jis not this a 
recious announcement tons? | Oh (what 


a load it takes off one’s spirit to have it 
declared by the Lord himself that he is mer- 
ciful ; that he has not cast off our world to 
suffer its merited punishment ; that there is 
forgiveness with him, that he may be feared, 
loved, sought unto I Yes, we are sure that 
he is merciful, since the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it, and this is the foundation 
of our comfort. 

3. In the third place, Jehovah proclaimed 
himself to be the Lord God gracious. 
Merc}’^ refers chiefly to remitting punishment 
that is merited ; grace to bestowing positive 
benefits, and favours that are unmerited. 
When, therefore, the Lord proclaims him- 
self to be gracious, as well as merciful, he 
proclaims that he is not only willing to re- 
mit the punishment that man as a sinner 
deserves, but to bestow benefits on man, to 
show him kindness, to do him good, to which 
he has no claim at all. The Lord declares 
that he is gracious, full of kind purposes, 
freely to bless sinners w’ho have deserved 
nothing from him but hottest displeasure. 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, Jehovah who pardons sinners, and 
bestows on those whom he pardons benefits 
which they, do not merit ; yes, he is indeed 
gracious, j Oh a when we contemplate our- 
selves dead in trespasses and sins, children 
of wrath, and heirs of hell, how joygiving 
to our hearts ought to be the Lords pro- 
clamation concerning himself, tliat he is the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious ; that, for- 
giving transgression, he confers on pardoned 
sinners good things, not according to w'hat 
they deserve, (no, indeed,) but according to 
the inexhaustible riches of his free grace I 
In my low lost worthless estate, can any 
thing bo more delightful to my soul than 
this ? — to know , on the express w^ord of God 
himself that my sinfulness is no hinderance 
to my being pardoned ; my worthlessness 
and want of desert no hinderance to ray being 
an object of God’s grace ; to my receiving 
benefits froto him ; to his bestowing upon 
me all the treasures of his love, and beauti- 
fying me with his holiness, to the praise of 
the glory of his grace. 

4. In the fourth place, the Lord pro- 
claimed himself to be the Lord God, long^ 
suffering. The long-suffering of God is 
his patient bearing with the sins of the 
world, and the insults that are offered to his 
divine majesty ; his forbearing to exeeute 
deserved punishment on the wicked, and 
his still waiting to be gracious. There are 
many things that may convince us that t^ 
great God is thus long-suffering. Look cit 
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the world in which we dwell. What a scene 
docs it present to the thinking mind ! How 
many millions of our race are giving to idols 
that worship and glory which are due to 
Jehovah alone, denying the God who made 
and vAo constantly preserves them I What 
horrid crueltiesknd abominations are the ido- 
latrous nations of the earth constantly com- 
mitting in their idolatrous worship ! Nor 
is the picture much brighter when you turn 
to the countries that have taken the Chris- 
tian name. What an immense mass of 
wickedness there is in our own land, famed 
as it is among men for gospel light and gos- 
pel liberty! | Let your thoughts just rest 
on some particular spot of it ; for instance 
London, the metropolis of the country, and 
think what is passing in that vast city at this 
moment. What utter forgetfulness of God 
has taken possession of thousands ! what 
daring and open profanation of his name 
and day! what deeds of grossest sin are 
even now a-committing ! what scenes are 
at this moment exhibiting in its thousand 
resorts and haunts of pollution and wicked- 
ness I And is not the very same thing true 
with regard to every city and town through- 
out the land? What sin is even now 
a-committing in the town in which vve dwell? 
How many of our neighbours are at this 
moment thoughtless of God — some wander- 
ing in the fields ; some wasting their time in 
idle conversation ; some, it may be, in at- 
tending to their worldly occupations ; and 
some in dissipation, d(ibauchery, and gross 
acts of sin I And |even in the assembled 
companies of worshippers, how much of sin 
does the eye of God discern ! How many 
hypocrites, how many formalists, how many 
tnat have a name to live, and yet are dead I 
How many who sit before God as his people 
sit, and seem to hear as his people hear, but 
whose hearts are dark with unbelief, and 
who are actually engaged in the 1 horrid j at- 
tempt to impose upon God, and deceive 
and ruin their own souls I Just think of the 
sin that is committing this Sabbath-day over 
the face of our earth, in public, and private, 
^d secret ; in city, and town, and country ; 
in all places ! Oh ! what a cry of transgres- 
iion is going up to God ! what a shout of 
defiance is bursting forth against him ! what 
a polluted cloud of sin is resdng on the face 
of the whole earth I And when it is re- 
membered that this has been going on for 
thousands of years, what an impressive tes- 
dmony is borne to the long-suffering of God, 
ai^ how strikingly does the fact agree vrith 
the Lord's proclamation concerning himself 


in the text, that he is the Lord, the Lord 
God, long-suffering ! Truly it is of the 
Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
and because his compassion fails not. Is it 
not marvellous that the judgments of God 
have not long ago descended on our guilty- 
world, and swept the rebel worms that dwell 
upon it into eternal perdition? Is it not 
passing wonderful that the red wrath of 
Jehovah is not manifested against the evil 
that is daily committed on the earth ? What 
a glorious incomprehensible Being is the 
holy Lord God! Long, long-suffering! Yes, 
he is long-suffering. And why is he so ? 
Just because he is waiting to be gracious. 
He bears with sinners, that he may win 
them to himself. He heaps forbearance 
upon forbearance, that he may shame sin- , 
ners out of their rebellion. ( Oh! tell me,j 
can any of you be so hardened as to persist 
in putting the long-suffering of the Lord to 
still farther trial ? Is it not enough that 
you have lived years in resistance to the 
manifestations of his love ; that he has 
borne with your neglect, your sins, your 
insults ; that notwithstanding all your past 
thoughtlessness and iniquities, he is this 
day ready to be gracious? “ Despiscst 
thou, O man, the riches of the Lord’s good- 
ness, and forbearance, and long-suffering ; 
not knowfhg that the goodness of God lead- 
cth thee to repentance?” Surely thou 
canst not think that this long-suffering is 
intended to encourage thee to a continuance 
in sinning. Remember this state of things 
cannot go on. The Lord will strive long, 
and long he has striven with sinners, but he 
will not strive for ever. He will suffer long ; 
g^nd. Oh ! say, if long he has not suffered^) 
but his long-suffering draweth to an end. 

5. In the fifth place, the Lord proclaimed 
himself to be the Lord God, abundant m 
goodness. The Lord is good, and he doeth 
good. The earth is full of his goodness. 
How much happiness is dealt forth to the 
various tribes of living creatures that inha- 
bit the air, the earth, and the waters — from 
the insects that flutter delighted in the sun- 
beam, to the huge lords of the forest and of 
the ocean ! How much goodness does 
Jehovah show ! how' many benefits does he 
confer even on sinners, though they abuse 
them, and are most ungrateful for them ! 
Even in the darkest and wickedest times, 
God never left himself without a witness of 
his abundant goodness, in that “ he did 
good, and gave rain from heaven, and fruit- 
ful seasons, filling the hearts of men with 
food and gladness/’ ** The Lord maketh 
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hia auB to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust.” You cannot look around you withr- 
out fjerceiving that the Lord is abundant in 
goodness. “ He hath set a bound to the 
waters of the ocean, that they may not pass 
over ; that they turn not again to cover the 
earth. He sendeth the springs into the 
valleys that run among the hills. They 
give drink to every beast of the field. By 
them the fowls of the heaven have their 
habitation, whicli sing among the branches. 
He watereth the hills from his chambers : 
the earth is satisfied with the fruit of his 
wprks. He causeth the grass to grow for 
the cattle, and herb for the service of man : 
that he may bring forth food out of the 
earth ; and wine that maketh glad the heart 
of man, and oil to make his face to shine, 
and bread which strengthen eth man’s heart. 
He appointed the moon for seasons ; the 
sun knoweth his going down. He maketh 
darkness, and it is night ; wherein all the 
beasts of the forest do creep forth. The young 
lions roar after their prey, and seek their 
meat from God. The sun ariseth, they 
gather themselves together, and lay them 
down in their dens. Man goeth forth unto 
his work, and to his labour, until the even- 
ing. . The earth is full of the Lord’s riches; 
so also is the great and wide sea, wherein 
are things creeping innumerable, both small 
and great beasts. These wait all upon the 
Lord, that he may give them their meat in 
due season. That he giveth them they 
gather : he opens his hand, they are filled 
with good.” Ps. civ. 

Say now if the works and the word of 
the Lord do not correspond ? — if, when you 
see the goodness of the Lord spread through- 
out all his creation, and every day passing 
before you, you do not feel it to be just the 
fulfilment of that which was proclaimed be- 
fore Moses on Sinai, “ The Lord God, 
abundant in goodness ?” 

And if the goodness of God is thus so 
abundantly displayed in the works of crea- 
tion and providence, what shall we say 
regarding its manifestation in the great 
work of redemption ? Is not the God and 
Fatherof our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
abundant in goodness ? Do we not see in 
the scheme of redemption devised and car- 
ried on by Jehovah treasures of goodness 
that overwhelm our minds with w'onder ? 
For in this you have a goodness that no 
guilt has been able to turn away from our 
wodd ; that no oceans of ingratitude have 
been able to extinguish. Is not the Lord 


of redemption abundant in goodness? And 
will your hard and unbelieving hearts resist 
it all ? Will you perish in despite of this 
abundant goodness ; perish in tne midst of 
a free and a full salvation ; sink into perdi- 
tion with the goodness of God tr 3 dng every 
avenue to your hearts ; tiying to soften and 
to win you, by exhibiting itself to you in a 
thousand forms, as indeed a most abundant 
goodness ? 

6. In the sixth place, the Lord prodaimed 
himself to be abundant in truth. That 
Jehovah is a true God ; that with him there 
is neither error nor deceitfulness, is admit- 
ted in the abstract by all. Yet there are 
some of those even who profess to be, and 
who, we trust, actually are the people of 
God, who act in certain instances as if they 
uestioned the truth of God ; as if they 
oubted whether he really meant according 
to his declaration. We need not say to 
you that this is utterly wrong. The things 
that he reveals are true ; the things that 
we could never have discovered by our own 
unaided reason, and which he has made 
known to us by his word. It is true, that 
all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags 
before God ; that God “ looked down from 
heaven on the children of men, to see if 
there were any that did understand, that 
did seek after God and that he has de- 
clared, that “ every one of them is gone 
back ; they are altogether become filthy ; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one." 
It is true, that, notwithstanding this utter 
apostasy and sinfulness, “ God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believed on him might not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” It is 
true, that “ not by works of righteousness 
that we have done, but according to his 
mercy he hath saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit.” It is true, ye sinners, that God has 
declared, that “ he will render indignation 
and vrrath, tribulation and anguish, to eveiy 
soul of man that doeth evil and that “ the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unriigitteousness 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteous-^ 
ness.” Yea, every doctrine that he revcalil 
is wholly and infallibly true. You 
receive and rest upon it as such. If — 
doubt it in any degree, you make God a 

Turn next to his promises. These 
all yea and amen in Christ Jesus, 
ever he promises, the Lord is fahM4 to 
perform. He saith, “ I have spoken It, I 
will also bring it to gass ; 1 hare purpowed 
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It» I will also even do it.” Listen to the 
promises of God : *' The Lord God is a 
sun and shield ; the Lord will give grace 
and glory ; no good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly.” “ Blessed 
are ye when men shall revile you, and per- 
secute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for my sake.” ** Rejoice 
and be exceeding glad, for great is your 
reward in heaven.” “ Though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wooL” “ Return ye backsliding chil- 
dren, and I will heal your backslidings.” 
“ Behold my servant whom I uphold ; mine 
elect in whom my soul delighteth ; I have 
put my Spirit upon him : he shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall 
not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to 
be heard in the street. A bruised reed shall 
he not break, and the smoking flax shall he 
not quench ; he shall bring forth judgment 
unto truth.” “ My grace is sufficient for 
thee ; my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness.” “ Unto you that fear my name shall 
the Sun of Righteousness arise with heal- 
ing in his wings.” ** As the Father hath 
loved me, so have I loved you : continue 
ye in my love.” ** I will not leave you 
comfortless ; 1 will come to you : I will 
ransom them from the power of the grave : 
I will redeem them from death.” “ O death 1 
I will be thy plagues ; O grave ! I will be 
thy destruction. Thy dead men shall live ; 
together with my dead body shall they 
arise.” “ Awake, and sing, ye that dwell 
in the dust ; for thy dew is as the dew of 
herbs: and the earth shall cast out the 
dead.” ** In my Father’s house are many 
mansions ; if it were not so, I would have 
told you : I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again, and receive you unto my- 
self ; that where I am, there ye may be 
also. Then the Lord shall be thine ever- 
lasting light, and the days of thy mourning 
shall he ended.” 

These are a few, a very few, of the pro- 
mises graciously given to us by God ; for 
the whole Bible is full of promises. And 
these are all perfectly true ; they will all 
be ^ithfully performed ; for He who liath 
given them is abundant in truth. In all 
that he promises the Lord is perfectly sin- 
cere. He intends just what he says. He 
speaks of things that really arc, and just as 
they are. And yeti Christian friendsT how 
little do we enjoy tnese promises? oay, 
are they the dmly food of your souls ? Say, 


if you do not rather act as if ^ou questioned 
the sincerity of God in making them, as if 
you doubted hU faithfulness in fulfilling 
what he has spoken? But, surely, our 
God is abundant in truth. You believe this 
in general terms, but carry your belief aw ay 
to every, the most minute particular. What 
he has revealed is wholly true ; what he 
says he means ; what he has promised that 
he will perform. Cast off your unbelief, then, 
one ana all of you. Remember with whom 
ye have to do — a God of perfect, immutable 
truth. 

7. In the seventh place, the Lord pro- 
claimed himself to be the Lord God, Aeep^ 
iiig mercy for thousands. Already he had 
proclaimed himself to be merciful. That 
referred to his disposition of mind ; keeping 
mercy for thousands^ refers to t he manner 
and degree in which this disposition is 
brought into exercise. It is no stinted 
mercy that God exercises tow’ards the chil- 
dren of men. It extends to thousands, or, 
as it is expressed by the inspired John, to 
a great multitude, whom no man can num- 
ber. The first letter of the word translated 
keeping^ is considerably larger than the 
others ; and this, the Jewish writers tell us, 
intimates that there is a particular empliasis 
laid on that word, as if it taught us that the 
Lord God proclaimed himself to he the 
great repository and fountain of mercy, con- 
tinually showing mercy, in all its various 
exercises, to thousands of sinners, yet keep- 
ing inexhaustible stores of it for thousands 
more; pardoning those who trust in his 
mercy through Jesus Christ just now, and 
keeping mercy to pardon the sins which, 
through infirmity of the flesh and the re- 
mains of indwelling corruption, they may 
afterwards commit ; for, though the child of 
God hates all sin, and w ould most gladly 
be completely delivered from it, he is quite 
aware, that whilst he is in the world, he will 
be guilty of transgressions of the divine law. 
But having been adopted into the familjr of 
heaven, he believes on the authority ol his 
heavenly Father himself, that his heavenly 
Father keepeth mercy; that in mercy he 
will deal with him a wayward child, cor- 
recting, but not casting off ; and that, there- 
fore, he can go to God with all holy rever- 
ence and confidence, for mercy to pardon, 
and grace to help in time of need. 

And then, from the rich treasures of his 
mercy, God deals it out to thousands ; and 
when thousands have received it, still it is 
not exhausted ; for the Lord keepeth mercy 
to bestow on thousands more. It is not as 
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if the Lord God thoi^ht that he had done 
enough ; it is not as if his mercy was worn 
out by pardoning so many unworthy beings ; 
but it is, that after all the pardons that he 
has granted, he still keepeth mercy for niore, 
on even to the time oi the end. Yes,uny 
friends,! the Lord's thoughts are not as our 
thoughes, neither are the Lord's ways as our 
ways. In the midst of deserved wrath, he hath 
remembered mercy. But let it not afford 
encouragement to any of you in sinning, 
that you have to do with a God who keep- 
eth mercy for thousands. We shall by and 
by see, that though he doth this, yet he will 
by no means clear the guilty. The abun- 
dant mercy of God ought rather to lead you 
to repentance; for, surely, nothing should 
tend so much to make us desist from inju- 
rious conduct towards any one as the injured 
person’s continued kindness to us, and his 
continued willingness to forgive all the evil 
that we have done to him. And, remem- 
ber, that if you perish, whilst it is a truth 
that the Lord God keepeth mercy for thou- 
sands, you perish in a ruin most just and 
terrible. 

8. In the eighth place, the Lord God 
proclaimeth himself as a God who forgiveth 
iniquity ^ and transgression^ and sin. Ini- 
quity, and transgression, and sin : these 
words have different shades of meaning, as 
must be apparent to every one who is accus- 
tomed to accuracy of language. What 
were the ideas that the Holy Ghost intended 
to convey by them, we may best learn by 
a reference to the original. The word 
rendered iniquities^ conveys the idea of 
being perverted or turned asidct and may 
probably refer to man's natural state now, in 
which he is perverted or turned aside from 
his original state of innocency. The word 

or passing over some law or rule Imd down 
for the regulation of our conduct, and, 
therefore, plainly refers to our actual trans- 
gressions of the law of God. And the word 
rendered sm, means deviation^ erring, or 
wandering from the law of God, and seems 
intended to denote generally all sin — every 
thing which is a want of conformity unto, 
or transgression of the law of God. But 
whether we be right or not in thus attempt- 
ing to point out the different significations 
of these three words, we think there can be 
no doubt but that they are used for the pur- 
pose of intimating to us that God forgives 
sins of all kinds. Whether you have omit- 
ted duty, or transgressed the divine law^ ; 
whether you have offended in secret or in 
public 5 whether your sins are more heinous 


or less heinous, none of them place you out 
of the reach of that forgiveness which is 
with God. To sins of every description 
and eveiy character his forgiveness extends ; 
so that if there be now hearing me any one 
convinced trembling sinner who thinks that 
he is so bad that God cannot foigive him ; 
that he has lived so long in iniquity, and 
been for such a len^h of time acting in a 
manner most offensive in God’s sight, let 
him take comfort now in turning to the 
Lord, in the assured truth that the blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sins ; and 
though his sins be very many and very ag- 
gravated, the forgiveness that is with God 
through Christ can reach to them all. 

But is this proclamation of abounding 
forgiveness to encourage any of you to con- 
tinue in sinV No, assurealy; for, in the 
ninth place, the Lord proclaimed himself to 
be the Lord God, who w'ould hy no means 
clear the guilty. Now, who are the guilty ? 
Certainly it does not here simply mean sin- 
ners — all who have offended against the 
divine law'. If these were the persons whom 
God did not clear, then we must all be con- 
demned. The whole human race must 
sink under his wrath and curse. But in 
that glorious name which he proclaimed to 
Moses, and which we have been consider*- 
ing, “ the Lord declared himself to be mer- 
ciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abun- 
dant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and trans- 
gression, and sin.” It cannot, therefore, be 
simply those who have committed sin, who 
are here denominated the guilty, and whom 
the Lord will by no means clear. But it is 
those who continue impenitent. Through 
the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ a way 
is made for the exercise of God’s forgive- 
ness. The Holy Spirit, given through 
Christ, having touched the sinner’s heart, 
and enlightened his understanding, he sees 
God as a sin-pardoning God in the Re- 
deemer. He acts faith in God’s testimony 
concerning his Son, becomes thus an object 
of his forgiveness, and is justified freely by 
his grace. Being justified, the sinner is no 
more guilty# but righteous in God’s sight. 
He is now not numbered with the guilty 
whom God declares he will not clear, being 
a justified person. But the guilty are those 
who remain in their natural state of unbe- 
lief, who have not truly repented, who have 
not acted faith on the Son of God, and thus 
received the remission of their sins. These 
the Lord God will by no means clear, but 
the punishment of their iniquities will come 
upon them. 
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Smeh^ ikta^ u ibis glorious name of tbe 
Lord prcMsbimd 1^ hiioflelf, and be knows 
his own ^sharacter, and must have revealed 
it aright. There are three things in this 
name of the Lord, from fixing our attention 
on which we may derive benefit. 

In the first place, it gives us a more 
oxolted notion of the nature of God when 
he proelaims himself to be ths Lordt the 
Lord God, We have already stated tha^ 
the name, the Lord or Jehcroah^ denotes 
the self-existence, eternity, and unohange* 
ableness of the Supreme ^ing, and fibat the 
name God denotes his omnipresenoe and 
omniscience. Far back in the ages of eter- 
nity, there was a period when there was no 
eriateoce but God himself — when Jehovah 
dwelt alone. There was no earth and no 
heaven, no men and no angels ; in the solU 
tude of the universe the Deity reposed, even 
then the JEHOVAH, the I AM- Howour 
minds are lost, overwhelmed when )ge give 
ourselves up to contemplate this Gkd! His 
self-existence, his eternity, how unfathoma* 
ble! Without beginning, in the vast un- 
travelled depths of eternity, dwelling soli- 
tary! And still he is the same, the 
unchangeable God, possessed of the same 
nature, the same attributes, as when there 
was no being but hin^self; nothing added, 
nothing subtracted, but the glories of his 
character now manifested to the intelligent 
beings that he has called into existence. 
How glorious, indeed, is the Deity, not only 
existing from all eternity, but pervading all 
space, every where present throughout the 
universe. Such knowledge is too won- 
derful for me : it is high, I cannot attain 
unto it.” What is the greatest, the most 
glorious of created intelligences when com- 
pared with him who existed before all crea- 
tion? All that they have, they have re- 
ceived j their existence, their glories were all 
bestowed on them by Jehovah. But Jeho- 
vah owes nothing to any one ; he is the 
oririnal, uncreated, inexhaustible fountain 
of life and of g^ory, himself most glorious. 
And this Lord God is our God. We were 
formed by his band, and we exist by the 
constant exercise of bis power. With what , 
holy reverence should we regard him, and j 
how often and how solemnly should we | 
call to mind the remembrance of his gveat- 
nesB I What a glorious object of our praises, 
of our adorations I His is upon us; he 
Is present with us. “ Great and glorious 
art thou, Lord God Almighty. Who is a 
glorious in baliness, 
in pfraises, doing wonders? Thou 
art God alone.” 


Secondly. The view oftbe diripse dispmc* 
ter given in this proclaimed name the 
Lord, is peculiarly suited to our condition 
as sinners ; and especially does it meet the 
wants and feeUngs of one who is weary and 
heavy laden with ski ; of cme who has been 
led to see the evil and the danger of that 
iniquity of which he has been guilty. When 
the Sj^it of God has begun to act upon the 
soul, and scatter light through the darkness 
that had previously enveloped it, what 
strange deformities start up before the 
startled mind I A life, a long life it may 
be, spent in rebellion against God, in heed- 
lessness of his wrath or his favour ; sins in- 
dulged in without remorse ; ordiimacea 
neglected or not improved j a oositented 
resting in a form of godliness, as if all was 
well ; whilst wrath and condemnatieaa alone 
were overhanging it — these things- present 
themselves with alarming vividness* and 
power to the awakened soul. Are there 
any such souls now hearing me? Let me 
ask, if it does nort bring relief to their 
fears, to hear k proclaimed bv the Lord 
God himself that he is merciiul and gra- 
cious, long-sufiering," and abundant in good- 
ness and truth; keeping mercy fer thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and 
sin ? What do they want that is not here 
contained ? Here is long-sufifermg to meet 
your long-continued course of trajCESgres- 
sions ; here is mercy to pardon your iniqui* 
ties ; here is abundant grace and goodness 
to supply whatever you require for your 
happiness ; and here, as that which binds 
all together, is abundant truth, precluding 
all doubt about there being in him those 
gracious dispositions towards sinners of 
mankind which he here reveals. What 
then, wo again ask, O mourning, restless 
souls, do you want that is not here con- 
tained ? Why are ye cast down ? why are 
yo disquieted ? why should you despair ? 
Has not the Lord God proclaimed himself 
to be every thing that you could wish ? 
Think upon this glorious name of his, and 
be not faithless, but believing. 

In the third place, from this subject there 
comes a warning to the wicked. The Lmrd 
hath declared that he wUl by no means clear 
the guilty — those who continue in their 
sins, without faith and rmtentance. All 
those dispositions of Jehovan which afibfd 
so much comfort to the humble, believing 
penitent, have no reference wl^hsver lo 
those who live <m in hardened indi|fere>m 
and sin ; unlem it be^is, that the rwvdta- 
tion of such gracious dispositifms in 43ed 
exhk^ their rinfuiness as 
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ftud renders them wholly inexcusable. The 
abundant goodness of God, his mercy, all 
the forgiveness that exists in his nature, 
even his long-suffering, do not secure im- 
punity to the impenitent. The Lord God 
will by no means clear the guilty. What, 
then, is thy hope, and where is thy refuge, 
O thoughtless, unhumbled sinner, since 
Jehovah declares against thee ? It surely 
cannot be in any part of this glorious name 
here proclaimed by him. I know that thou 
talkest of the mercy of God ; but let me 
ask. Who are the objects of God’s mercy? 
Are they those w'ho obstinately continue in 
their sins — those who are here called the 
guilty? Are they, in short, such as thou 
art, unhumbled, unconverted, unbelieving 
man ? Thinkest thou that even what thou 
callest the mercy of God will save such 
from hell, they dying in their sins ? Thou 
canst not, thou darest not think so ; for 
Jehovah proclaimed it from his own mouth, 


and has recorded it in the Bible that lies 
before thee, that he will by no means clear 
the guilty. In this oroclamation of his 
lorious name, Jehovah teaches thee that 
e knows how to punish, as well as how to 
pardon — to punisn consistently with the 
glory of his mercy, as well as to pardon 
consistently with his justice and holiness. 
There is a refuge for thee in the Lord, the 
Lord God, if thou will but turn unto him 
with all thy heart, and receive as a free gift 
his freely offered salvation ; if, through faith 
and repentance, thou seekest forgiveness 
and holiness. And, oh ! thy time is speed- 
ing on ; thy day of grace is drawing to an 
end ; and the Lord pardons none or those 
over whom the grave has closed. They 
have then passed beyond the reach of his 
mercy, his forgiveness, his long-suffering, 
and even his abundant goodness. Remem- 
ber that it is the God of truth who has said, 
“ I w'ill by no means clear the guilty.” 


CONNEXION BETWEEN HOLY OBEDIENCE TO THE WILL OF 
GOD, AND THE HAPPINESS OF HEAVEN} 

A SERMON PREACHED IN CASTLE HILL CHURCH OF CAMPBELTON, 23d MARCH. 1834. 

By the Rev. DANIEL KELLY, A.M., 

One of the Ministers of Campbelton. 

Not every one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ) 
hut he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven '' — Matt, vii.21. 


When the Son of God came down from 
Heaven, he appeared to the inhabitants of 
the land of Judea, such as he had been 
described in the beautiful inspired language 
of ancient prophecy, “ distinguished above 
measure with the gifts of the divine Spirit, 
anointed to preach the gospel to the poor, 
to heal the broken-hearted, to publish liberty 
to the captives, to comfort the mourners in 
Zion, and proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord.” Whilst we consider with atten- 
tion what manner of person Jesus was, the 
astonishing display of God-like power visible 
in the works which he performed, the inimit- 
able grandeur and simplicity which shone 
forth in all his instructions, we shall not be 
surprised that convictions of his Divinity 
flashed on the ipinds of men, and that great 
multitudes flocked to him from every quar- 
ter during his abode in Galilee ; perceiving 
himself surrounded by a numerous assembly, 
be embraced the opportunity of delivering 
in their hearing a sermon of peculiar extent, 
of unparalleled excellence, and unspeakable 
imjmrtance, in which he announced the 
design of his coming, and the spiritual 
nature of that kingdom which he was about 


to establish on earth. In the commence- 
ment of this discourse, he draws a grand and 
beautiful outline of those features of charac- 
ter which should distinguish from the rest 
of the world the subjects of this divine 
kingdom ; and with the dignity of one who 
had authority, pronounces upon each of 
them the blessing of heaven. With the 
most irnpvessive solemnity of sentiment, he 
then explains the nature, spirituality, and 
everlasting obligation of the precepts of the 
moral law, ** I am come not to destroy the 
law or the prophets, but to fulfil them.” He 
exposes the falsity of those adventitious 
comments by which their true meaning had 
been so miserably perverted by the Scribes 
and Pharisees of the Jewish natiou, and 
inculcates towards the conclusion of this 
chapter, the necessity of universal obedience 
to the divine law, as the only evidence 
which can be exliibited of the sincerity of 
our religious faith, “ A good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit ; every tree that bringeth 
forth corrupt fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire and then, in the words which 
form the subject of the present discourse, 
he adds, **not everyone that saith imto 
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me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom, but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in Heaven.” This subject, there- 
fore, naturally divides itself into the two 
following branches, which I shall endeavour 
shortly to illustrate. 

I. Description of the character of those 
who make an external profession of religion, 
hut walk unworthy of its precepts, connected 
with the impossibility of their entering in 
such a state into the kingdom of Heaven. 

II. The connexion betw'een the charac- 
ter of those who profess religion and adorn 
it by a suitable conversation, with the re- 
ward which is held out for their encourage- 
ment in the words of the text ; and, 

Lastl^y Conclude the subject with a short 
improvement. 

It will easily appear, before we proceed 
further, that the text has no direct allusion 
to those w’bo neither practise nor profess 
religion, but seems to address itself particu- 
larly to persons w^ho bear a somewiiat 
superior character to the openly careless and 
profane. It is evident, Ist, from even an 
imperfect observation of Iniman life, that a 
person may have much which bears the 
.semblance of piety, while he is far from 
feeling its genuine influence. A variety of 
causes may induce him to adhere apparently 
to a form of godliness, whilst he is com- 
pletely destitute of that power which is so 
essentiall}^ necessary to enable him to per- 
form, in an acceptable manner, the several 
duties which he owes to his God, to his 
neighbour, and to himself, from view's wholly 
secular and selfish, from a regard to his 
W'orldly reputation, the habits of early life, 
the customs of moral order in the circle 
which includes his person and family, from 
interest, and a view to his aggrandizement 
in life, and many other causes of expediency 
meh as these ; he may profess his belief in 
the established religion of his country, and 
attend to the performance of the ceremonial 
rites by w’hich it may be characterized. 
Mankind, indeed, in all ages and nations, 
have been too much disposed to flatter 
themselves with hopes of the divine favour 
and approbation, on account of their punc- 
tilious observance of certain positive institu- 
tions, and of their making a public and 
eolemn profession of their faith in the great 
and fundamental doctrines of their peculiar 
aystems, whilst with astonishing inconsis- 
tency, they neglect considering that these 
things, however commendable as expressive 
of a ready obedience to the Supreme Go- 
vern or of the Universe, are not to be de- 
fyended on any farther than as they, are 


means only to enable us to aniTC at the attmn- 
ment of a most important end, a virtuous, a 
holy, and a happy life. Though the Chris- 
tian faith has been received by so great a 
proportion of the inhabitants ^ the world, 
though the light of the sun of righteousness 
has B€> greatly dispelled the darkness of 
superstition and the practice of idolatry, yet 
to what a wide extended class of human 
beings may not the preceding observations 
be found justly and lamentably applicable. 
Our blessed Saviour, in a well known 
parable, has occasion to address himself to 
persons of this description. The teed is 
sown among thorns ; for the cares of the 
world and the deceitfulness of riches impede 
its growth. Overwhelmed with the business 
of life, devoted to the pursuit of frivolous 
amusements, immersed in the abysses of 
sensuality, and elated w'ith the charms of 
secular ambition, the men of the world sel- 
dom think of the dreadful responsibility 
connected w-ith immortal beings hastening 
to the invisible world, but grasp at the things 
of a moment wdth the infatuated eagerness 
of creatures destined to spend eternity in 
such a w'orld as this. Their minds are full of 
impure desires, their liearts of debasing 
passions : they arc, in a word, completely 
unqualified for the enjoyment of the pure 
spiritual pleasures revealed in the everlast- 
ing gospel for the encouragement of those 
W'ho not only profess Christianity, but do 
the will of their Father who is in heaven. 
2d. To descend more particularly, there is 
another and a numerous class to whom the 
w ords of the text may appear more particu- 
larly directed. I mean the lukewarm and 
indifferent. Failing in duty from principle, 
they dwell in the tent which they have 
erected, secured against the feelings of re- 
morse and the apprehension of divine dis- 
pleasure. Whatever a person, characterized 
by such dispositions of mind, endeavours to 
perform in religion, however small or life- 
less, he considers as sufficient for his pur- 
pose, he concludes ever}’- thing beyond it 
to be lost labour. He contradicts no received 
opinion. He is guilty of no scandalous sin. 
He abandons no public ordinance. He ques- 
tions not the propriety of what he is taught. 
Nothing uncommonly criminal can be laid 
to his charge by the world. He is, in his 
own eyes, blameless before men, and justi- 
fied in the sight of God. Here his religion 
ends. It never goes beyond the surface ; 
it never penetrates into the heart ; it lies on 
the hard beaten highway. The character 
and disposition of such persons with re* 
fpect to Christianity, is predsely that of 
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the church af Laodicea, neither cjold nor 
hot, arising from indifference and timidity, 
and the want of firmness in the Christian 
cause, against which temper our Saviour 
expresses so great an aversion. To suppose, 
therefore, that mere outward professions or 
cold forms of devotion will be accepted by 
the searcher of hearts in the room of tliose 
internal qualities, and that undissembled 
worship which are the consequences of 
evangelical faith, and constitute the vei*y 
essence of godliness, or that a vain oblation 
will be as acceptable to heaven as sincere 
devotion, is a chimerical and most presump- 
tuous thought, “for in every nation he that 
feareth God and worketh righteousness is 
accepted with him.” But in the 3d place. 
There is another class of men whom we 
shall mention last, who differ a little from 
those w hose characters w e have endeavoured 
already to describe. We refer to those 
temporizing professors of Christianity, who 
are not destitute of the shadow of good and 
imposing qualities, who profess religious 
sentiments, feelings, and purposes, who not 
ouly hear instruction, but do many actions 
which may be pronounced virtuous, are 
neither profligate nor profane, nor opposers 
of that which is good. While some men’s 
sins go before any inquiry, and y)roclaim 
loudly as on house-tops what they really 
arc, the sins and defects of hypocritical 
professors of Christianity follow after a 
nearer inspection. They have promising 
symptoms. They have fair and agreeable 
features. But there arc some secret and 
presumptuous sins by which they are easily 
beset. But still they see the necessity of 
doing something to promote the interests of 
})iety and virtue. They would shudder to 
think, that they are w'alking in the broad w’ay 
w'hich leads down to the chambers of death. 
But their minds are blinded by the god of 
this world. Their hearts are at ease in Zion. 
When they would attempt to recommend 
the necessity of regard to religion in princi- 
ple and practice, they not unaptly resemble 
the conduct of Judas Iscariot, preaching the 
gospel of Jesus Christ ; who, though he 
might be instrumental to melt and mould 
the hearts of those around him, his owm at 
the same time continued to preserve its 
native incorrigibility and concealed impiety. 
How can such men enjoy the blessed satis- 
faction of a conscience void of offence 
towards God and towards man ; for with 
them faith is a barren tree, never producing 
the fruits of holiness ? It is a body without 
a soul ; it is a dead faith which cannot save. 
Would such characters examine themselves 


by the light of the Word of God, how soon 
might they perceive that notwitbstandiag all 
their preposaessing appearances, their hearts 
are still in the gall of bitterness and bond 
of iniquity. Were their minds properly 
awakened to enteitain scriptural ideas, re- 
specting the character of Gfed as the moral 
Governor of the world, and of the dreadful 
nature of sin as direct rebellion against the 
Majesty of his laws, how would they startle 
with horror at the sight of that gulf of per- 
dition over which they are suspended 1 
Many sins, wliich they generally considered 
as trifling and incidental to the imbecility of 
human nature, would appear in terrific array, 
drawing down the wrath of an offended 
God on their guilty heads. These impure 
and criminal ]>‘assions, which are hid from 
public view, lurking secretly in the folds of 
a corrupted self-deceiving heart, an impax- 
tiul review would lay open the fatal conse- 
queiHics of indulging them with such fatal 
gratification. How inconsistent would the 
most of their secret thoughts, desires, and 
passions appear, when compared with the 
pure and heavenly precepts of the Christian 
faith I They would find their pretended 
devotion not unfreqaentJy to be a solemn 
mockery of heaven ; their virtue, ostentation ; 
their zeal, spiritual pride ; and their charity, 
a composition for their guilt. What a 
group of hideous deformed objects w^ould 
rise up to their astonished view ! a dis- 
torted understanding ; a lacerated con- 
science ; an heart tinged with impurity, 
callous and unfeeling of another’s wo, and 
sickening at the sight of another’s happiness ; 
promises and engagements made at the 
sacred altar violated upon the slightest 
temptation ; vain subterfuges to excuse or 
palliate their ow n failings, with an uncandid 
and rigorous construction of the failings of 
others ; the divine substance of religion 
changed into an empty unlovely form, 
rather adapted to disfigure the image of 
God in the human soul, than to purify and 
perfect it for the enjoyment of immortal 
happiness in the heavenly world. How 
suitable to their situation and character is 
the question and prayer of tb^ inspired 
salmist of Israel ? “ Who can understand 

is errors, cleanse thou me from secret 
faults ; let them not have dominion over 
me.” To conclude, then, this part of the 
subject, we may sura up what has been 
already said by remarking, that in so far as 
men do not cultivate the w'hole assemblage 
of Christian virtues, whatsoever things are 
true, honest, just, pure, lovely and of good 
report, they evince not the power of mith. 



27G 


THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


out the power of unbelief ; in other words, 
not the spirit of the Gospel, but a spirit 
directly opposed to it, the spirit of in- 
fidelity. Whoever thinks to justify his 
increaulity by showing a man w'ho, to a 
profession of Christianity, adds a life of 
crime, the indignant Gospel tears the mask 
from his face and exposes to view his fea- 
tures in their detested colours. Whatever be 
his profession, we disown his kindred, he 
acts wickedly, not because he is a Christian, 
but because he is not a Christian. His 
crimes conspire with his hypocrisy to prove 
him an infidel, “ Not every one that saith 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” “ The pure in heart only shall 
see God.” ‘ ‘ Those who by a patient contin- 
uance in well doing, seek for glory, honour, 
immortality, and everlasting life.” “ If the 
righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear.” We may 
clearly see how far short all the pretensions 
upon which such persons build their hopes 
of salvation, will come of acceptance in the 
great day of judgment. Their hopes are 
built on a foundation of sand, and the hail 
from the forest shall soon sweep away 
every refuge of lies. If Jesus Christ should 


accept of such unregenerated men, in the 
day of final retribution, he must act con- 
trary to all the declarations and threaten- 
ings of the gospel, “ Indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish, shall fall upon 
every soul of man that doth evil, with- 
out respect of persons.” If Jesus Christ 
should accept of the hypocritical services of 
such characters, he must act contrary to 
the whole tenor of the Gospel, renew and 
change their nature in a future state, and 
by a miraculous operation of divine power, 
make them holy in order to their being 
happy. Such a decision of the case is 
impossible in the very nature of things; 
because all those pretensions, on which 
careless, indifferent, and nominal profes- 
sors of Christianity found their expecta- 
tions of happiness, are in reality so many 
arguments against them, and so many aggra- 
vations of their crimes ; “ As the tree falleth 
so must it lie,” “ What communion hath 
light with darkness, and sin with holiness?” 
“ It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon, for Sodom and Gomorrah in the dar 
of judgment, than for those who, though 
favoured with the light of the Gospel, have 
walked in darkness. 


(To he concluded in our next.) 
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CONNEXION BETWEEN HOLY OBEDIENCE TO THE WILL OF 
GOD. AND THE HAPPINESS OF HEAVEN; 

A Sermon by the Rev. Daniel Kelly, A.M. — Concluded. 


Having offered these few observations 
upon tile character of nominal professors of 
religion, let us now very shortly attend, un- 
der the second head of discourse, to the 
connexion between the character of those 
who not only profess Christianity, but adorn 
It by a suitable conversation, with the re- 
ward which is held out for their encouraire- 
ment in th^ text. “ They are not only 
hearers of the word, but doers also to 
them our blessed Saviour holds out the 
animating pros|)ect of enjoying eternal feli- 
city in the kingdom of heaven. It is, there- 
fore, with the highest pleasure that we are 
led to contemplate the character of those 
who, whilst they say, Lord, Lord, do the 
will of their heavenly Father. I. The will 
of God is a term of vast extent. It compre- 
hends the whole of what the Supreme Being 
hath been pleased to reveal as our duty to 
him, our brethren of mankind, and to our- 
selves. Though the light of reason reveals 
80 much of the divine law, as to leave men 
wholly inexcusable, yet if we would know 
and perform our Creator’s will, we must 
search the Sacred Scriptures, where it is 
minutely and perfectly described ; where 
our obedience is demanded by the most 
powerful motives, and the consequences 
of transgression enforced by the most 
tremendous sanctions. Let us remember 
with an aw'ful impression of solemnity 
stamped upon our minds, that the will of 
God, comprehended in the ten command- 
ments, is a transcript of his moral perfec- 
tions, like its divine author, holy, just, and 
good, spiritual, immutable, and everlasting ; 
by our apostasy from the living God, w'e 
have transgressed, and arc daily transgress- 
ing the precepts of the moral law in 
thought, word and deed ; but by the graci- 
ous interposition of a Saviour, all sincere 
believing penitents are placed under a new 
disoensation of mercy, revealed in the glori- 
Voi. V.— No. 184. 


OU8 gospel of the Son of God. His perfect 
righteousness has magnified divine Justice^ 
and fulfilled the utmost extent of all its 
demands, in the room of the guilty, perish- 
ing children of the human race Receiving 
this righteousness by a living taith, they are 
united to Jesus Christ, and justified in tlie 
sight of the Most High. Through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, they are enabled to put 
on the new' man, which after God is created 
in knowledge, righteousness, and true holi 
ness. They become fruitf^ul branches in 
Christ, the true and living vine. Their hearts 
are enlarged to run the way of the divine 
commandments ; “ Do we make void the 
law by faith ?” says the apostle, “ God for- 
bid, yea, w'e establish the law. 

2. It will be easy for us to see the con- 
nexion between the character of those who 
do the will of their Father who is in heaven, 
and the enlivening prospects of future bless- 
edness which the Redeemer opens up to 
their view. They pursue that line of con- 
duct both in ]>riuciple and practice, which 
the word of God requires. They possess 
those graces of character which quali^ 
them, through the imputed righteousness of 
Jesus Christ, to an admission into the king- 
dom of heaven. They behold the Son of 
God set forth in the Gospel, as the only 
and all-sufficient Saviour, in his various 
offices of prophet, priest, and king. Never, 
they are fully sensible, is he acknowledged 
in that character. Never can the gracious 
purposes of the Father respecting him be 
complied with, until every other ground of 
hope be abandoned, and constant dependence 
placed on him alone. “ This is the com- 
mand of God, that w'c should believe in the 
name of ins Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
will of him that sent me, that every one 
which seeth the Son, and belie veth on him, 
may have everlasting life.** This is a work 
I which cannot be dispensed with ; for without 
2 A 



278 


THE SCOTXma PULPIT. 


It eveTyf&tifim m(ixktm be 

sive. Soili©r «tey"ippe expect 
mounUte iniscalcs and the hilK in a bal- 
ance, than expect to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven without fulfilling this most momen- 
tous command. This is truly 4o do the will ef 
our heavenly Father. In doing this, sincere 
Christian believers lay the foundation of 
every virtue. This heavenly principlo will 
communicate its salutary infiuenee to all the 
springs and principles of our actions, and 
the light of their daily conversation will so 
shine before men, that they may see tlreir 
good works and glorify their father vdiich 
is in heaven. The habitual endeavour of 
their lives is to be characterized by those 
holy dispositions of mind, which) fit> them ibr> 
the foil enjo^'ment of thie hapf^n^s con^* 
ncctcd with that blessed place. They love 
the Lord with sdl their hearts and seid, and: 
mind; How diifereat- are theg^ iat tlreir 
spirk and temper, from those aolf*deceiving 
profesaoTs, who endeavour to serve bcah. 
God and manraken. Instead of making an 
ostentatious parade of itbeir attamusents^ in 
religion, they are Intent; always on cultivat- 
ing the internal beauties of holioess. In* 
stead of hastily entertainiag . an assured^ 
confideudce of tlio divine aoceptaiice,; they< 
are oonscicMds of the power of. inherent , de- 
pravity, and o<»a8equ©ntlyyealou8.wv«r^theH**-^ 
selves with a godly jealcmsy. They, ie&amitio/ 
themselves with impartialityi whether they 
are truly in the faith.; thiey esamine thfeok.- 
selves of their love to GM andheii&vedenoe 
to mauk Instead (of benaiigi forward to hoaBt 
of whatthey have done for the cause icif 
Christ, they are ashamed ol' their beat* 
services, and ready* rather to dread hia dis^, 
plottSHTe for what they have 
to idaim his^fovour for fai^ thing they have 
done./ TheyaiieindeedmtiiwuiiKledhytinaiky) 
and' peweefid ' tempitatloBS from ) the. werkl, 
the-devak and the fteiskt On sonte ^oeoasions 
they may anddooeks /vom their aoeastom- 
cd vigtlanioe aginnst^ihetr* attacks^ but^Gdd 
'wih easily didtinguish botwsecti the ; allow'ed 
sins of the nmst specnous diypeorite; aiidthe 
laiAonted failings of the wwwksedt * of bis 
childreii. Wfai^t they tread, tomptationls 
fatal path j b w gracewillsiistam them;. . Whilst 
distressed by the pressure of tb» bodyof. 
sin and dea^; the Holy Spirit will 
their infirmities. “ The Lord will delii 
people from every evil work, and preserve 
them unto his heavenly kingdonu” 

How inadequate mast be the liveliest 
conceptions which our »mi»ds in this present 
stale can attain respecting that kingdom, 
wMohilNii ttlsa pTepai«d:ldrihe workers of 


I rig^hteeiisaesa. from the. foundation ^ of the 
I wpM. The* repiMsentMioniu 9lven^ ua In 
S^aipture of Ihis glorious 7)1 ace, the joys in 
w’hich eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
heart conceived, arc expressed in language 
^nim^ed, striking and sublime. All the 
inaagiS which this world can afford, are 
employed to represent to us the honour, 
purity, and happiness in reserve for the 
people of God in that kingdom, and to 
raise our ideas of its excellence and glory. 
Glorious things are said of this city of the 
living God. It is represented as his place 
of inexhaustible glory. It is called the 
city of the great king ; a city which liath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God. Into this place the Saviour is 
now eatened, and is surrounded with 
angels and archangels, with the spirits of 
just mon made peifect ; and there all his 
redeemed shall be assembled, when tlmir 
bodies shall be fashioned like unto his. own 
glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able to subdue adl things to 
himself. They who do the will of theii 
father who is in heaven, who to their faith 
add virtue, and piety,. sliall enter with ever- 
lasting joy upon thmr heads unto the city, 
of the living God, unt^ mount, ^ion, the 
perfectioii of. beauty, tbepalaoe of *the Eter- 
nal Kfogi tlie heavenly. Jerusalem,' there 4o. 
join an kinumenabte. company, of langek,. the* 
Oeneral Assembly and Church of the iirsil * 
born whose -names are wrktoa ia hemert^ 
and tlm spirits of just men made pierfeot. 
But the kingdom'of celestial folleky, which 
-shall open wide its everksting gaites for 
their admission is the peculiar residence of 
the high and loky One who inhabiteth 
eternity and the praises of Iscael, the haibi- 
tation of HUi holiness, the throne of His 
iheplace whier«' has Lotfour fdwell- 
cth. That house made'whh hands, etier- 
nal4n< .the/ heaveiui; that inheritanoe* which 
is inoofavpdble, undefiled, and 
nhaU be the > reward of- those only, who -ai'e • 
holy in sdl fwaiuier of life and .cmivcrsation* 
He that' is inspired wi^ these blessed: 
hopes- purifieth Itimael^ even as Chinst 

the Mialk of the N/ew Jeffusalem. None but 
such as arefoimd doingjugtly^foviug.raeTcy, 
and widkhig/hiiBaWy with their God. llie 
fmthful; »of whatever ago or nation, rank or 
etatkm, ase the' persons who shall sit down 
with Akb'aham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of 'God ; for they have^heen wash- 
ed fisekm-ah their sins in the Wood of the 
I Lank and ^become 1^^ and - priests uato 



4^ of retrtbfution. their b(>dies Iretn^TUsed 
'from “the ficad ahaM he united to their ^ri- 
6ed spirits. Their good works ahaii thea 
be publicly praclahaied before assembled 
worlds, and shall, frorrf the hands of Jesus, 
the Redeemer, the Righteoius, reeeive t 
palm of victory, the robes of righteousBess, 
£md the erovm of glory. Such are the ele- 
vated prospects, whose height aad depth, 
and breadtii and length, stretch with im- 
measurable extent before them into the 
bottiudlesfi ages of efconiity. Such vrill bo 
tike eofickidiRg scene of Providence, with 
respect to characters of such distingtiislied' 
•attiinments. They only are truly blessed ; 
for such ia the wise and juat appointment 
of the Most High. We may now easily 
see the conneaaon between the character 
of those who profess Christianity, and adorn 
dt by a suitable conversation, rwith the re- 
ward which is held out for jrfieir encourage- 
ment in the words of the text. None -but 
-persona of this excellent character are quali- 
fied to enjoy the happiness here 'promised 
by our Lord. Wereit possible to admit into 
the celestial paradise, an unregcoepate man, 
however glorious the plaeo, it wemM yield 
no eaj(^tneat to him. Opposite to good in 
the‘ temper of hie mind, enmity against God 
in his disposition, opposed to the Redeemer 
in his soul, what enjoyment could the- place 
or the company yield to him? The un- 
sanefified sinner would in heaven be ent of 
his ekraeut. A tenant of the- deep on the 
summit of a^rock, or a! bird oftheairda the- 
deptlisiof the sea, would not be so fiir re*- 
moved ifiom the condition in which mdure 
would find enjoyment, as an nnregeneeated 
imanwithin the gates of the New Jerusalem. 
:Soch ft state of things is impessible. Jmtice 
-will not permit the admbsion of the guilty 
to the fetiowsship of the righteetis. 

Thedlvioe Holiness prevents the introduc- 
tion of a polluted sinner auto th^ place where 
nothmg impure can enter. Widaout holiness 
no wan shall see the Lord, utd sooner shall Sa- 
tanrsucce^ unsealing the. high battiements of 
the celestial city, and in casting hx)m their 
thrones of light its blessed inhabitants, than 
Jehovah leeeive into the kingdom prepared 
firom the foundation of the world for ithe 
isainta, any -one who remains unrenewed, 
nnd ^der 4he doonaion of » the law of sin 
■and de^h. There is no eommiaiilon be-, 
tween light and darkness, between Christ 
sand Mial. “ The unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of heaven.” What 
idelig^it cmild it give to one who is an e«e- 
my to God in his mind by wicked ^ works, 
to be admitted into the company of the 


df 'Clod’? ’ Ckniht "the ©nvioiis, the 
IS, the veweng^fii!, livo in the serene 
mansions of charity and of peace ? Can 
felly dwell with wisdom, or falsehood with 
truth, or sin with holiness P 'No. What 
satisfiaHion eouH the lukowrarm, worldly, 
nominal 'professor of religion ei^oy amid 
the pure, active, spnitiial pleasores of the 
heavenly world ? How could that iiidivi- 
dttal, who has devoted- himself to the idola- 
try of covetousness, who has i become a 
worshipper of mammon, an idolatrous ad- 
-mirer of! chining dust, kindle that flame of 
divine love in his breast, which wouldexpand 
itsdfin the c^obrution of 'the great Oea- 
tor-s praise? Wl>at eotertions have 4he 
careless aiid indiiferent ever made^to pro- 
mote the interests of pure and andwed 
religion? Wheteas the people of God, « the 
constant study of whose lives it has been to 
do the will vw their heavenly father, have 
almost in every age of the Church been 
called upon to oSPer up prayers and tears, 
onxi^ies and bfeouvs, even their honour, 
■their fortune, and (their blond ; but alas ! 
what have these men to offer who content 
themselves with- prononneing. Lord, Lord, 
whilst they do not -do the things which he 
says? They have no love to excite them 
to make any sacrifieo bf their favourite 
passions; nor faith to -bidtiee them to -en- 
counter any diffieulties for ;tiie soke of- God 
and religion. And shall such persona » re- 
ceive a crown of righteousness-^sboll tbesc 
shore in the^kiogd^ of Jesus— shall - they 

r takc in tile ^triumph of the last day? 

can never -be. They do nothing wor- 
thy of the Gospsl— ^nothing worSay of 
the Spirit of God— ^tiling that can entitle 
them to the blessii^’ of the eross of Christ. 
Distress - and anguish must take hold of the 
sinneraia Ziouy and fearfulness must seize 
upon the kyfioeaites. From, the troubles an d 
miseries of this life, they must go do^vii 
into the evQrk8tuQg torments of another. 
It -will ferm BO small aggravation of their 
-puittshnaent: to fell into the gulf of misery, 
even firom the oxpectatioa of happiness. 
We see, therefore, that none but the wise, 
the holy, the just, and the good, are fit to 
be admitted into the prasenee of the living 
God, aad to abide there for evermore. 

Happy-tS! the people that is in such a csasc. 
Yea blessed is that people wliose God is 
the Lofd ” 

.--^Froin this subieot-we agaiy 

learn, 

1st, That active obodioniCQ to tiie pre- 
cepts 41^ fCbrifitiitntitrf its tbe\ surest; mark/ of 
Qkmtkm.briieyer. 
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tlie husbandman expect an abundant harvest 
without improving the season of spring ; as 
soon may the soldier expect that victory 
will present him with her palms without 
striking a single blow ; as soon may the 
mariner expect to reach the destined shore 
without unfurling his sails to the propitious 
breeze of heaven, as the careless, lukewarm 
professor of Christianity expect to arrive 
at the kingdom of heaven without a life of 
active obedience to the holy precepts of 
the Christian faith. 

The w’hole analogy of nature inculcates 
a very different lesson from this vain per- 
suasion which is so fondly indulged by the 
generality of mankind in their spiritual con- 
cerns. We are surrounded with active 
agents — the sun, the moon, the stars of 
heaven. The whole planetary system, with 
the earth which we inhabit, are perpetually 
in motion, and unwcariedly pursue those 
paths which have been ordained for them 
by the Father of Lights ; and an active prin- 
ciple exerts itself, in preserving them amid 
their various revolutions, in order, harmony, 
and beauty. The varied year presents to 
our view the rolling of the seasons for the 
beneht of man. The sea, the air, the hail 
and storm, are also active instruments in 
the hands of the great Author of the uni- 
verse, for fulfilling his purposes in the 
government of the world. “ For bountiful 
as is the hand of Providence, its gifts 
are not so bestow'ed as to seduce us into 
indolence, but to rouse us to exertion ; and 
no one expects to arrive at the height of 
learning, or arts, or power, or w’ealth, or 
military glory, without vigorous resolution, 
strenuous diligence, and steady perse- 
verance.” Yet we expect to become Chris- 
tians without labour, study, and inquiry. 
This is the more preposterous, because 
Christianity being a revelation from God, 
and not the invention of man, discovering 
to us new' relations with their correspondent 
duties, containing also doctrines, motives, 
and precepts peculiar to itself, we cannot 
reasonably expect to become proficients in 
it by the accidental intercourse of human 
hfe ; as one might leam insensibly the man- 
ners of polished society, the maxims of 
worldly sagacity, or a scheme of mere 
morals. In one word, it is the sovereign 
and irresistible decree of that God with 
whom we have to do, that without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord. And the pro- 
cedure of the day of judgment, may give 
Hi tlie most ample certainty that our works, 
whatever may be their quality, will, at that 
ftwHii aoleumity, fix our unalterable doom, 


Matthew, xxv. 31 . “When the Son of 
Man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then stiull he sit upon 
the throne of his glory : and before him 
shall be gathered all nations ; and he shall 
separate them one from another, us a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats. 
Tiien shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand. Come ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world : 
For I was an hungere<l, and yc gave me 
meat : 1 was thirsty, and ye gave me drink : 
I w'as a stranger, and ye took me in.” 

2d. We see the necessity of unremitting 
endeavours, relying on the strength of 
divine grace to qualify us for admission into 
the heavenly world. “ He that is not with 
me,” says our Divine Master, “is against 
me.” He commands us in the most explicit 
manner, to espouse his cause with cordiality, 
and support it with vigour. On what side, 
then, do we stand ? Here are tw'o leaders 
of opposite interests, never to be reconciled ; 
and it is indispensably requisite that every 
individual show himself decidedly and 
actively for the one and against the other. 
Have w'e entered into the service of Jesus 
— are we with him sincerely without dissi- 
mulation, uniformly without wavering* and 
universally without reserve? this he de- 
mands. Those whose conduct is in other 
respects comparatively correct, but who 
reserve one favourite sin, which they habi- 
tually indulge, and suffer to bring them into 
captivity, if they would disehaige this 
duty, must l»y aside every weight, and let 
me press the duty of unreserved obedience 
on all such persons. Dismiss without delay 
the master passion of your breast. Burst 
its bands asunder, and cast all its cords from 
you. Destroy the idol to which your heurtx 
have hitherto bowled, break down its groves, 
and burn them in the sacred fire of devo- 
tion. Pluck out the right eye, cut off the 
right hand, and cast them from you, that 
ye may enter into life. Consider that if 
your Lord find you at his coming, wilfully 
and habitually offending in one point, in 
the breaking of one of the least of his com- 
mandments, he will charge you as guilty of 
all. He will account you a despiser of his 
authority, and a rebel to his government. 
Let the solemn warning in the text sink 
deep into every heart : “Not every one 
that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that 
doeth the will of my father which is in 
heavoo* 
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XEE ;ME4NS by WHIOH the world mDANimXS MAIfB SALVAr 

TION AJiD HOW FAITH OVEROOM0S ‘THE WORLD; 

A 5«RMON, 

Ry tl4e Rev. ALEXANDER ELEHING, 


tke victory tkat overeometh the worlds otyeti owr fakh,**^! Jxms y. 4. 


The ehristiaji life is not a state > of ease 
and quiet, but of difficulty and danger. He 
iviu> engages in the eerviee of the Captain 
of our ^Ivation mast commence a soldier, 
determined to support the honour, and to 
combat the enemy, both of Jus M^aster and 
of himself. The enemies of tho Christian 
make inroads upon him from every quarter. 
Vigilance, therefore, must be exerted, and 
every grace and virtue kept avsiake to ob- 
serve the motions, and guard against the 
attacks of those who attempt to destroy the 
poM'cr, and to retard the progress, of reli- 
gion in the soul. Amon^ the numerous and 
powerful enemies of i ( i mji iiulig , 

the world is pecuUaEly distinguished tor zeal 
and activity. We shall, therefore, in tine 
following discourse, consider, 

I. What is injplied in tlie term would; 
and, 

II. Eudeavaur to show how faith etia- 
bies man to overcootc the world. 

1st. Then, let us consider what is implied 
in the term world. This term admits, in 
Scripture, of various significations. It is 
ompioyed to describe those who are aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenant of pioniise; as, 
wiren, it is said, “ The whole world lieth m 
wickedness.” Sometimes it is applied to man- 
kind in general; as when it is declared, 
“ The Lord shall judge the world in right- 
eousness, and administer judgment to the 
inhabilauts of the earth.” It also siginifies 
the material and inanimnte part of creation, 
as when the Almighty is represented “ lay- 
ing the foundations of the world; stretching 
out the imavens as ta curtain ; establishing 
tlie earth by his power; and casting forth 
his l^htnings to enlighten the world.” 

But without proceeding farther in an 
enumeration of the various significations of 
the term world, we shall endeavour to ascer- 
tain blie meaning which it bears in this part 
of the sacred writings. In the preceding 
part of this Epistle, tlie beloved Apostle 
declares, that “ all that is in the world, the 
lusts of the iflesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but of 
the world.’* By this passage, therefore!, we 


.are led to the discovery of the real 'meaning 
of the term, world, as used in this Eipistle ; 
and, therefore, viewing it in this light, it 
may be considered as implying “ all those 
external circttmstances, objects, and opinions, 
which c^erate upon the mind; and, by their 
allurements and deceptions, endanger the 
faith, the virtue, and hotpos of the true 
believers.” Your attention, therefore, is 
requested, whilst I attempt to show by what 
means the world eudangers man’s salvation. 
And, fii'st, it does this by-^PROS^ERiTY, 

When man is favoured with the smiles 
of fortune ; when his heart is delighted with 
the joy of the present, ami big witli the 
hopes of the future, he is apt to become vaiii 
and haughty. As prosperity cngerid!S9*’‘\ 
pride, and furnishes man with the means of / 
gratifying sensual desire, so opportunities \ 
of gratification arc too frequently embraced, i 
Hence tliat immorality of conduct, and its i 
native attendant, that impiety of sentiment, i 
which stain die lives and mark the charac- / 
ters of loo many in prosperous circum- , 
stances. Hence, too, that debauchery and ; 
licentiousness of manners which, in too 
many instances, disturb, nay, destroy the / 
peace of families, and oontaminate the purest 
joys of social life. 

Contempt of persons in the humbler walks 
of society, neglect of those wliom poverty 
depresses, and ingratitude to God for the 
baunties of his providence, are some of tlic ; 
dangerous, and oven criminal effects of pro-^ 
sperity. Absorbed in. the contemplation of 
hi» own greatness and importance, man often 
becomes unmindful of his bountiful Beue- 
fiictor ; presumpluausly imagining that by 
his own exertions, address, skill, or good 
fortimc, he hath bettered his situation and 
increased his wealth, he recognises hot tlie 
band which has conducted him to riches^ 
and honour, and power. By disregarding 
the duties of devotion to his JMaker, and 
neglecting the practice of charity to his 
neighbours, he becomes a reproacn to Jiis 
nature as a man, and, as a Ctirisdan, to his 
religion, proves an uiyust steward of the 
talents camxnltted to his trust, and an un« 
giat&M receive! of tbe dlyine blessipgs. 
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2d. The world endangers man’s salva- 
tion bv ADVERSITY. If prosoeri^ elate, 
adversitj depresses the mind. Both are 
fatal to our true interests ; to yield to the 
assaults of the latter is, however, neither so 
criminal nor so unmanly as to become the 
dupe of the former. 

Of all the trials in human life, adver- 
sity is the most severe and depressing, when 
it follows comfortable independence or ele- 
vated situation. When the clouds are 
^thering around us, and the face of the sky 
foreboding, the spirit of a man may seem 
fortiHed against the rising tempest. The 
first shocks he may bear with firmness, nay, 
support with ma^animity ; but when the 
storm rages and lays waste, and all around 
is comfortless, forlorn, ai.J dreary; when no 
scene of gladness, no prospect of comfort 
presents itself to view, the soul, even of the 
brave, fails within man, and melancholy 
darkens his mind. On the one hand, he is 
perhaps bereaved of the affectionate partner 
of his days; on the other, of his children, 
the promising blossoms of his future hopes. 
One misfortune deprives him of his pro- 
perty ; another involves in ruin the affairs 
of him on whose friendship, in the hour of i 
need, he could depend, and to whom with J 
confidence he looked for aid. Earthly joys 
have failed, and earthly hopes have fled. 
The sources of terrestrial happiness are 
dried up, and he looks around in vain for 
consolation. Poverty and want, anxiety 
and distress, distract his mind, and wring 
with agony. He sees nothing but gloomi- 
ness in the present^ and darkness in the 
future. The remembrance of better days 
adds a new pang to his sufferings, and em- 
bitters his cup of present sufiering. 

In such a situation, the unfortunate are 
often unable to account for the severe dis- 
pensations of providence. When the w’ay 
of the Lord is in the whirlwind, and bis 
paths in the mighty waters, the eye of man 
cannot trace his footsteps, nor can the 
faculties of the human mind account for his 
operations. On such occasions, man is apt 
to distrust the goodness of God, if not to 
accuse his justice. The strokes of adver- 
sity overcome his firmness ; the darknee^ 
that overhangs the present world is increased 
by the blackness of the rising clouds ; and 
tne pain of present distress is considered 
more acute by the approach of new trials, 
wid the anticipations of unknown and 
dreaded calamity. In these circumstances, 
man sees not the hand of a parent cor- 
recting him, but the outstretched arm of an 
adversary ready to destroy him, Over- 


whelmed with sorrow, he is tempted, in this 
moment of deep despair, to exclaim with 
the venerable Patriarch, ** The thing that 1 
greatly feared is come upon me, and that 
which 1 was afraid of has come unto me. 1 
was not in safety, neither had 1 rest, neither 
was 1 quiet ; yet trouble came. Oh, that it 
would please God to stretch forth his hand 
and cut me oflT, that 1 may fly hence and 
be no more!” 

8d. The world endangers our salvation 
by its HONOURS. 

To be distinguished is the natural wish of 
the human heart. Like most other pro- 
pensities of our nature, it stands more in 
need of correction than of incitement. With 
the honours, the applause, and fame of the 
world, the imagination is captivated and the 
soul enamoured. Those who are born to 
wealth, and placed in what has been invidi- 
ously denominated the superior walks of life, 
are apt to be drawm aside from the path of 
duty, to gaze at those meteors of vanity 
and show, which dazzle whilst they corrupt 
the mind. Contemplating the honours o< 
the w orld, and seeking the applause of men, 
they neglect the contemplation of the divine 
attributes, the performance of devotion, and 
the practice of virtue — duties of eternal ob- 
ligation upon all. 

The attainment of a title^ w hich cannot 
confer merit, and which in modern times is 
no mark of the possession of it, is pursued 
with a keen ana immoderate avidity by the 
high and the wealthy. They are, like the 
child, pleased with the toy w hich men of 
sense disregard, phiIoso))her8 contemn, and 
humble Christians despise. To obtain a 
name for disinterested goodness and benefi- 
cent actions, and to hand the remembrance 
of those to other times, is at once an honour 
to the possessor, and a benefit to mankind, 
j To do yood is an ambition which reason 
and Christianity encourage. To honour 
ourselves is the ainbitiuu of the world. But 
to do this, and to set your affections upon 
terrestrial objects, is dangerous, and to a 
certain extent criminal. By wishing to 
immortalize your names on earth, and con- 
tracting your views within the narrow limitE 
of time, you are in danger of neglecting to 
secure an eternal crown, the possession of 
which is promised to those happy one6» 
whose affections are placed on things above, 
whose desires long for eternal enjoyments, 
w'hose faith and hope rest upon the arm of 
Omnipotence, w'hose consciences liave been 
purified from iniquity, and whose feet are 
shod with the preparation of the sanc- 
tuary. 
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Man is fond of applause. The view of 
nonour captivates his eye, and the voice of 
feme is grateful to his ears. When you 
behold man in honour, and hear the ap- 
plauses of the world bestowed, and its 
lavours lavished upon one whom the crowd 
has elevated to doubtful popularity and 
short-lived eminence, you may perhaps feel 
a wish for obtaining similar honours and 
fame; or perhaps you may be dissatisfied 
with that humble station which the wisdom 
of Providence has assigned you. On such 
occasions do you murmur at your lot, envy 
the w'icked, and cordially wish that you also 
W'ere great and noble ? Such ought not to be 
the feelings and desires of the real Christian, 
whose kingdom is not of this world. Hence 
the advice of the Psalmist to such envious 

r irsons : “ Fret not thyself of evil doers. 

have seen the wicked great in power, and 
spreading himself like a green bay-tree. Yet 
he pass^ away, and, lo! he was not : yea, 
I sought him, but he could not be found." 

Do you repine at Providence for not 
placing you in a higher sphere of life ? and 
do you feel an insatiable ambition to become 
great and distinguished ? If so, the world 
has in this case prevailed. You are at the 
mercy of your adversary^ and have reason 
to dread that the pride of life will produce 
your final ruin. Look for assistance to 
God, and for direction to the religion of 
Jesus. “ Be not conformed to this world, 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, that ye may prove w'hat is the 
good, and acceptable, and perfect wdll of 
God.” Turn your views to the land of 
blessedness. Set your affections upon true 
greatness ; on the acquisition of “ honour, 
glory, and immortality, eternal life.” 

If you be Christians, not only in word, 
but in deed, the desire of obtaining that 
best of all applause, “ Well done, good and 
faithful servants,” will animate your exer- 
tions, make you run and not be weary, walk 
and not be faint in the good ways of the 
Lord, and, finally, will make you more 
than conquerors through Him that loved 
you. Cherish, then, this noble desire. Let 
no mean motives, no grovelling desires, no 
unhallowed pursuits, weaken the influence, 
or supplant in your hearts the place of that 
heavenly religion, which is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full 
of mercy and of good fruits, without par- 
tiality and without hypocrisy.” “.Be ye 
followers of Christ ; the humble^ not amhi^ 
tious^ servants of your divine Redeemer; 
. ] then you will receive the honour that 
Coiueth from God.” 


4th. The world attacks the Christian by 

▲VARICB. 

To accumulate wealth, the chief, if not 
he whole, thoughts and exertions of the 
avaricious are directed. He places his 
affections upon money or temporal posses- 
sions. ** He saith unto the ^Id, Thou art 
my hope ; and lo the fine gold. Thou art my 
confidenee.” Is this, Christians, the lan- 
guage of any of you ? Is any of you more 
desirous of heaping up gold and silver, 
amassing wealth, and extending your pos- 
sessions, than of laying up treasures of faith, 
of piety, and goodness ? Are you more 
ardent in acquiring property than in culti- 
vating those benevolent dispositions, those 
holy affections, those amiable graces, and 
those Christian virtues which enrich, adorn, 
and exalt the man of God ? Do you prefer 
yourselves to others, on account of your 
wealth and possessions ? And do you feel 
more satisfaction in receiving additions to 
these than in receiving new communications 
of divine grace and new acquisitions of 
goodness ? If such be the prevailing dis- 
positions of your hearts, and the constant 
tendency of your affections, then the voice 
of Scripture declares, that, as you are the 
friends and the lovers of this w'orld, you 
cannot have fellowship with God. No ; 
sooner may light incorporate itself with 
darkness, than a soul thus habituated to the 
love of temporal objects, and grovellingly 
set upon the acquisition of wealth, may 
relish the company of pure spirits, or enjoy 
the exalted, refined, and permanent felicity 
which arises from spiritual objects. Matter 
and mind are separate things, and the plea- 
sures arising from them are perfectly dis- 
tinct, The superiority of mental enjoyments 
to those of corporeal^ cannot be compared. 
As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are the joys of the soul to those of the 
body. The one qualifies, the other dis- 
qualifies, for the delights of heaven. ** Soon- 
er,” saith our Lord, “ may a camel pass 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich-^ 
avaricious — man to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

But, perhaps, it may be alleged by some, 
that all the concern which they show about 
MONEY is to gain a competency, and that 
when they can live at ease they will cease 
from the pursuit, and give up the love 
of riches. Against attempting to remedy 
present embarrassments, and laying up pro- 
vision for future w’ants, the Scriptures offer 
no expostulations. But can you say that 
your desires will be satisfied when you have 
* attained the oojects of your present pur- 
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miis? «r, ratlher, w Ifeefe not reason to 
suppose that this is only an excuse “for ’grar* 
1%iiig^wwir awice ? Have you oot made 
inttiilaT ‘excuses forroedy ? «»d 'Wben you 
liftve attmed f!he completiou of your wisbeB, 
dfed not tm uninterrupted serfes of nmv de- 
•hres succeed 'to make you afxxkms to grasp 
at more? Tea, Ckristians, every tkcquiM- 
tion, instead of diiniiibhitig,* increased your 
f?birst for gain. A little, arid a tittle more, 
till acre is added to 'acre, and house tO house, 
and the length, and the* breadth of a parish 
foil to satisfy the grouing desire ! The 
avaricious appetite is ever crying, “ Give, 
give, give I” and you may as neil think 
that the ravenous lion will be satisfied 
with one mouthhil of his prey, as the 
miser with his bags, be they ever so 
many. 

Guard, I beseech you, against this pas- 
sion. Remember that the servants of Mam- 
mon cannot be introduced into the family 
of God , and* that an i mnioderate attachment 
to riches m\d temporal possessions is in- 
compatible with love to God and spiritual 
objects. 

.'ith. But AMBITION is still more fatal and 
destructive than avarice. It is the fell 
offtpring of pride. To gain its end it will 
stick at nothing ; it scales every height, 
climbs every precipice, and encounters 
every danger. It carries the sword into 
distant countries, disturbs the peace of ta- 
milies, tramples upon the law’s and the con- 
stitutions of nations, and cuts up the hap- 
piness of human society by the roots. Yes, 
Christians, what hath not ambition done? 
It has strewed the eatth wdth the bodies of 
the slain, and made streams to flow with the 
blood of slaughtered millions ! Yes, ambi- 
tion has hurled the lawful sovereign from his 
throne, and placed the sceptre in the hands 
of a villanoris usurper! It has kindled the 
torch and spread the flames of civil discord, 
robbed the rich of his wetdth, torn from the 
poor 'their scanty pittance, and spread havoc 
and misery around I 

Some may imagine that these observa- 
tions are not applicable to the situation of | 
the greatest part of this audience. Perhaps 
you may say that your ambition, if you have 
any, is confined within moderate bounds, 
and is far from being of a cruel nature ; 
that it would never be productive of those 
enormous cruelties and extensive desolations 
which strike the mind with horror, and flJl 
the earth with crime. But, Christians, take 
heed that all this is not fallacious. The 
«park has onl^-^ to be applied, and when 
Witco blown into n flame, it is impossible to 
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4ot^esel^gs1*’'«sB BL^mmmmio to all 
sfieh^escaaos. There ame^few inviilnerabie 
side of ambSlion. ‘Power has so 
RMm^r a^aerifMif , and addietses itsdlf to so 
■My it is almost irre- 

sisrible. Though yeitf ambition may not 
aks at the maiiagemevrt; of sti^zres, yet it 
may exGfle you to rule in thenariroweircle of 
youracquamta?»ce, and* there eiwhire no rival ; 
nay, it may lead y*au to exercise a tyranny 
over your domesties and dependents, and 
make you reerioBS till you have obtained 
absolate control over ^11 the neighbourhood. 
Of him w ho would employ sinister means 
to obtain the rule of a smaSl society, or the 
mamagement of the aiffanrs of an obscure 
village, <it may almost, with certainty, be de- 
clared, that, to acquire absolute sw'ay, he 
would wade through slaughter to a throne 
over the bleeding bodies of his countrymen ! 
Let the records of history teach you dis- 
trust of yourselves, if you will be counselled 
by the declarations of Scripture. Had Pro- 
vidence never afforded to Cromwell the 
means of grasping absolute authority, he 
might have descended into the grave without 
discovering thecrinuuahawbi tion of his mind, 
and might have been honoured, by surviv- 
ing friends, with the name of a pious and a 
yood man. This character would have been 
indeed more honourable than that of Pro* 
tecior, W'hich bis address and able manage- 
ment acquired for him. Like Cromwell, 
few know at first what spirit they are oh 
A change of mreumstanees may bring facul- 
ties mto action, and unfold powders and 
capabilities, of which the possessor was for- 
merly ignorant, but which, when once de- 
veloped, may be the glory or the ruin of 
his own ansd his nation’s happiness. 

Guard, then, against the flattering dic- 
tates of ambition, as well as the selfish 
suggestions of avarice. To be under the 
influence of avarice, is the sign of a weak 
and a grovellmg’ mind. To be guided by 
ambition is the evidence of a haughty 
and tyrannical spirit. Care, anxiety, and 
restlessness of mind, the hatred and exe- 
crations of mankind, are the honours and 
rewards which avarice and ambition bestow 
on those w'ho are their deluded votaries. 

6th. The world makes successful attacks 
on the Christian by its — pleasures. 

The pleasures of the w’orld excite desires, 
which stimulate to gratification, and prompt 
mankind to engage in pursuits that lead to 
the destruction of all good principles — to the 
debasement of virtuous eenthneots-^o the 
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ni!n of temporal, and, ifihat is infinitely of 
more value, to the loss of eternal interests. 

By the ullurements of pleasure, man is 
induced to improve the opportunities, to 
acquire the means, and to seek for the ob- 
jects of gratification. In an age of luxury 
and dissipation, the vrorld makes successful 
attacks, by fomenting the lusts of the 
flesh, the lusts of the eye, and the pride of 
life.” Hence the depravity of morals, the 
impurity of passion, and the baseness of 
pursuits, which are the disgraceful charac- 
teristics of the times, and which, if not cor- 
rected, may unhappily transmit effeminacy 
and lethargy to generations yet unborn, and 
thus entail misery upon posterity. Gloomy, 
indeed, is the prospect which a nation, in- 
dulging in sensuality, and habituated to 
debilitating impurity, presents to the view 
of the Christian and philanthropic mind. 

When you hear one openly boasting of 
his pleasures ; of liaving robbed some un- 
suspecting youth of the pledge of her inno- 
cence ; of having violated the marriage bed, 
and sacrificed to intemperance ; when you 
hear this, you may pronounce such a one 
amongst the reprobate; and, if the God of 
mercy do not interpose, he will soon be 
made to drink of that cup of wo, which con- 
tains a mixture inexpressibly bitter to them, 
whose crimes have brought ruin and infamy 
upon the reputation of others. Degraded 
must that man be, and abandoned to all 
manly feeling, who can openly avow his 
sensual practices ; and base, and cowardly, 
and hard his heart who can sit silent when 
he hears such behaviour made the subject 
of exultation and impmus boasting. If your 
minds be impressed \ftth a sense of virtue ; 
if your souls be not as defiled as their own, 
will not an indignant flame on such occa- 
sions rise in your bosoms ? Will not in- 
dignant emotions be excited at such avowed 
profligacy f and will you not be roused to 
assert the cause of God, of religion, and 
virtue ? If you fail, whatever be your rank, 
to reprehend conduct of this kind, the 
JoDGE of all the earth will require, at your 
hands, a serious account of the inisiroprove- 
ment of so favourable an opportunity for 
confessing Him and his cause ** before a 
perverse and evil generation.” 

Beware, then, of encouraging, either in 
your.>*elves or others, sensual propensities. 
One unsuspecting draught of the cup of 
sinful pleasure may communicate to the soul 
that fatal poison, which will contaminate 
and destroy every principle of goodness.! 
Let, then, this important, hut humiliating 
truth be impressed upon your minds, and | 


operate in the reflation of your lives: 
That the pursuit of criminal pleasures turns 
the affections of the heart from the love of 
intellectual and heavenly enjoyments, to 
objects that are as mean as they are base, 
and as unsatisfactory as they are ruinous ; 
that they debase the faculties of the sou!, 
enervate the powers of the body; and, in 
the warning words of the bard — 

“ Harden a’ within, and petrify the feelings. ” 

7th. The prevalence of bad example, the 
ridicule of the world, and fashion of 
the times, are peculiarly hurlful to the pro- 
gress of religion. 

Bad example abounds, and its contami- 
nating breath pollutes the pure atmosphere 
of virtue. The manners of the world are 
founded upon the narrow principle of self- 
love. On this principle, those whom we 
admire, and value, and esteem, we are apt 
to copy; and just as the human heart is 
estranged from God and goodness, to that 
extent will it imitate the bad examples that 
are set before it. The world is an ungenial 
soil for the culture of piety ; yet, if we wish 
to live in it, we must be contented at times 
to mingle with the company it affords, and 
to comply, to a certain extent, with their 
modes and maxims, else they will reject us. 
But the maxims of the Gospel are founded 
upon the broad basis, not ot self-love, but of 
universal benevolence, and forbid us to imi- 
tate or adopt any thing which would lead 
us astray from the approbation of con- 
science, the service of God, and the good 
of our neighbours. 

That bad example has uncommon power 
over U3, is the language of Scripture. It is 
placed above precept. The one addresses 
itself to the eye ; the other to the mind. 
Precept instructs us what things it is our 
duty to do. Example shows us how this 
duty is performed. Precepts address them- 
selves to our reason. Examples, by a secret 
and lively incentive, urge us on to imita- 
tion. Hence we are commanded to shun 
evil company ; not to imitate the example 
of the ungodly ; not to be conformed unto 
this world ; to take as a pattern for imita- 
tion, as a model for us to copy, the exam- 
ples of Christ, who was “ holy* harmless, 
uudefiled, and separated from sinners; and 
W'ho went about continually doing good.” 

Ridicule, it is admitted, is often power- 
ful. It has been called falsely the test of 
truth, because most men can bear argu- 
ment, but cannot bear to be laughed at ; 
and it must be owned, that often when 
reason bos fulled to convince, ridicule has 
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«li«nced. Knmake as»i tmegma^n 
tile ^greatest trulhs iatek rkiucale. 
Axtonis tbeiBfiel^ io£^ oot s<»»ci befi^re 
htffi ; bet «£ill the trutkisnota&eted there- 
by in the estimatuMi of the wife, though in 
the eyes^ of the yonmg meK^ricaKim it 
may bo turned into fiooUahnesa. Let the 
young leaarn to despise ftdicnle witeitlftiiiieh- 
ed against religion ; and to reinemher» that 
“an atheist’s laugh *s a poor rcwar’d for 
deity offended.” 

The^<Ai©« of the times, however, is 
greater corrupter than ridicule. Hen that 
live in the world must, to a certain extent, 
adopt its fashions. But piety and pcacttcali 
religion belong not to the modes of j6iis4zon- 
ttblc life. The brilliant assembly, the dra- 
matic representation, the ballet of the 
opera, or the scenes of the thaaire, the 
dance and the song, with sumptuous «id 
^sjdendid entertainments now so . common, 
— innumerable ether ^mhionaUe amuse- 
ments— tend not to improve the morals^ 
or inspire sentiments oi'devotion. On re- 
turning from them, do we find our heartsj 
purified, our faith strengthened, or our 
hopes derated ? Do we feel a higher 
incentive to ** enter into our chambers,” 
to “ shut the door behind us,” and there 
“ converse with God and our own hearts?” 
Or, does not the one hasten to the 
the other to the ch'essmg*iwm, and retiKet 
to rest without God being in alhoiiT hidien 
thoughts ? Tor the songs of the oper^, 
we have laid aside the songs of Zion ; for 
tlie ^ok of eternal life, we .take up the 
novel or romance ; and, for the hi 
of prayer, the play-hpua© or the .gamings 
tabic. The house of feasting or of merrU 
ment are their favourite' lescwts. Forlhese, 
the means of promoting purity of heart and 
holiness of life, are negl^ted ; and though 
c^ijoyingr in exuberamoe^the bounties of Bro-; 
ridence ; though their board is crowned 
with abundance, and their cup is runningi 
over ; yet they scarcely deign to ask aidess- 
ing on their meals, or return ^thanks fer his 
goodness. They forget the dMUes of thet 
closet and the fasmily ; prdfeae^ ; with their 
entertainments, the Lord’s ^ day ; wldle, in- 
place of going to church, f oo* many of tbemi 
make it a day of^musement, by walking: or 
rifling through their' estates, enjoying cora-^ 
pany, and spending its evening in amuse^ 
ment, gambling, or fashion able ^pky. < 

These are the mighty in tlie earth ! these 
are our feshionables I An mSerittrlfry fbUow 
^tlieir example ; and tiieoxerckes of jctigion 
are by them elsoexchKlcd froia thdr dwel^ 
lings. Ah, what is their oCimifisdity I 


Jhoir.aecoiHitability I ^^ Unto whom- 
r> much is gtvan»roChiiik diall much bo 
reottired, ; .and, to wheat mon have commit- 
ted much^^ef him will they ask the .more.” 
God hasfCoaunUtcdjNunhMtheBik and from 
them he asks the* more. Do they cry out 
agaiiftst one wlsom they have benefited or 
patronised, when hctpriaves ungrateful and 
^henelitSi he has received ? 
What, then, do they imsgine ^God must 
of them, when they receive all his 
igs with ingratUude, and return not 
that tinmks which is due unto his name ? 
Ob! let such^Mianohfes remember, that 
thofeshion of this world passethsoon cMway ; 
that time ia sunning death is hasten- 
ing his approach ; diat after death cometh 
the jndgiuent, when their . rauA and their 
greatness will be of no avail ; and where 
no» distinetion shall be known, but the dis- 
ttnetlon between virtm and vice. In the 
language of the Psalmist, . I would say unto 
them, ** Be wise now; serve the Lord with 
fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the 
Son l^t he be imgty., and! ye« perish from 
the way ; when his w rath is, kindled but a 
little. Blessed are all they that . put their 
tiustim him.” 

filh. But if tho feshinn of the world be 
dangeioiis, the attacks of xnfix>suty are 
ofeen destructive. 

The adversaries of our.feith are many, 
and tbehr pesourcos great. Every thing 
that par vested minds caa invent, that malice 
eaai. devise,: daring effrontery can pro- 

pose, or that abandoned characters can put 
into execution^ has been done to overturn 
the; venerable fabric of revelation. Wo are 
incessantly expose# to the attemptaoftihose 
who . would uf^nmne the foundation of our 
dearest and our future hopes. 

■'When the Gospel was promulgated by 
our Lord binsclf and his Apostles, the 
standard of was unfurled on the 

mountains of Jiudea. Men habituated to 
the spfondkl ibsms of warship, and pri^u- 
diced in favour of those systems to which 
they liad dong been accustomed, and iu 
which they hed early been instructed, were 
unwilling to relinquish tlie vcereqvonial ob- 
servaacesjef'th^TQligion, and were averse 
to yield the.pnecadency to the Christian dis- 
Ikeosadon. A blUid s^al, and .an .indiscri- 
attuchnent to the customs and insti- 
tiiti9iis!of jfio/idf Home, wasniso one of the 
great obsti^ea toithe propagation of truth, 
andoiietof th<»great causes of the perpetuity 
ofeixor in the christtiMwoBkl. The pro- 
peoBity of the vndml bo venerate and pre- 
•enmthe lu^aandiiislitutiofifl oimntiqmty 
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1 i» tbi^ pi4tJni* 
tiV^ agfes of Cffiristlaiiity. The 'ciy/of in*- 
novattoii was Tai»e<l, mA nieii vrere tempted 
by the tlfead of change frain etnhraekig the 
truth as it is in Chfrist' Jfesira. Dtniiig stic- 
cessive ages, whilst it improved * sodety, 
Christianity had to maintain a constant 
struggle with the powers of this wofiMj 
and the prince and the power of darkness. 
Persecution with its flaming brand, and 
proscription and the Inquisition with 
their frightful train of imprisonments and 
deaths, attempted to ladfle Christianity in its 
birth, or to crush it in its growth. I« was 
ridiculed, disbelieved, and reviled*; yet it 
extended its triumphfs; and went forth con- 
quering and to conquer. 

But still the enemies of our faith medi- 
tate new attacks, and devising new plans 
for the subversion of our religion, make 
renewed efforts to establish the reign of 
infidelity, to encourage the growth of error, 
and to give stability to the most degrading 
system of superstitron thaft ever disgtaeed* 
the earth. 

In different ages, the enemies ofmarrfaith 
have attempted to destroy the influence and 
the eaercise of pure reii^on. Hie means 
and the stratagems'they have employed for 
this purpose have been many and various. 
At one time the irtfidel pretends to be the 
asserter of truth, the apostle of virtue; the 
guide to happiness, ai^ the friend of the 
human race ! He iaraeitts over the ages 
of superstition that are past; ascribes to 
the bigotry and abuse of priestcraft the 
perversion of true religion ; and, whining 
over the dduded state of man, dbdlarcs, 
that by his system he will teach' the way 
of God more perfectly I In this way, by 
\vorking upon your esteem, he gives a 
secret stab to your principles, and^nder- 
mines the fabric of y our hopes before you 
are aw'are. 

At another time the infidel w’ifl assome 
the character of an open and determined 
enemy to all reveaUd religion ; ai]d,marchi- 
ing forward in the confidence of vkstory, 
he brandishes the weapon of ndicwfe, and 
makes his attack in all the formidabte array 
of wit, learning, and causifiitry. 

But, in these times, the enemies of rOK- 
gion have become more num^erous and en** 
terprising. They set off their opinions, 
and embellish their quibbles, with all the 
glare of ornament w’hich genius can pro- 
duce or learning furnish. They draw from 
every source ; nature and art they lay under 
contribution. The authority of history, in 
confirmation of poBuive £tf^ they rej^I 


the testimony of tMr senses they dis- 
pute I the arguments frons prophecy, aiMl 
mirades, and the QM TVestaraent, they 
ridicule ! Every thing, Hsacred' and divhse, 
their maliee and ^n vy at the cross of Christ 
leads them to tear up by the roots. By 
controverting tfhe tenets of men, they hove 
endeavoured, though unsnccessfbiiyi to 
overturn the truths of revelation ; aw, by 
ascribing the progress of Christianity to 
false and inaaeqnate causes, they bafve 
wished to impress the idea upon the world 
that it is a mere human invention, unsup- 
ported; by the authority, and unaided by the 
countenance and protection of iieaven. Ab ! 
ye crod men, enemies to '^o nr holy rdigiton 
and the happiness of society, if ye have not 
the magnanimity to be generous, show at 
least that you have the sympathy to be 
compassionate. If your hearts are insensi- 
ble to the holiness of Christianity, let youi 
bosoms swell with the benevolence which 
it breathes ; and, instead of adding to the 
WTCtchedness, diminish the misery of the 
human raoe. Christianity has civiKfeed 
Euro]>c ; gire rt your aid, and it will civil- 
ize the world I It 

Thus, Christians, hbre I endeavoured to 
lay before you a few of the meams by w’Mdi 
the world endangers man's salvation. It 
does this hy prosperity and adversity; by 
its hotiours and pleasures ; by had eiample, 
ridicule^ and the of the times ;*and, 
above all, by the attacks of a cruel 
deUty, Permit me now to conclude with 
some inferences deducible from the fore- 
going il lustrations. And, 

iBt. By the view we bave placed before 
you, w-c are taught to consider the wortd 
as OUT enemy, when it comes in competi- 
tion vith religion. 

We are placed here in preparation for a 
fetate of behig nrore pure and dignified. By 
our connexion with the present life; and^t- 
taohmeitt to it, our aJ^ctions are apt ' to be ■ 
riveted' to its and et^oymenis. 

Fondness for thOie banish from ther mind 
the thoughts of eternal felicity. It is the 
aim of this worid to fix man’s attentfrm trpon' 
its Directs, and to hide from his view thb 
delightful prospects that lie beyond the blue' 
hills which terminate the horiion of this 
valley of team. But it is the aim of revela- 
tion to fix matfs attention upon another and 
a better life, and to direct his eyes to that 
blissful land where there is no more sorrow, 
nor sighing, nor death. Distrust, then, the 
seductions of this world and its pleasures, 
and, through the atonement^ fix your eyei 
on 
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Wouldyou consider that man j^our friend, 
who, to prevent you from acquiring some 
great and permanent possession, would en- 
deavour to turn away your attention to 
some triding momentary pursuit? And 
can you esteem the world as your real 
iriend, when it would draw j’our uflTections 
from eternal to temporal ol^ects ? Chris- 
tians, beware of it, when it would lead you 
to value the pleasures of life above the pure 
and permanent bliss which is at God*s right 
hanu ; when it w^ould incline you to listen 
to the applause of men, rather tlian to the 
voice of conscience and the approbation 
of God ; when it whispers in the ear of 
vanity to disregard, as visionary reveries, 
those views which the analogy of nature, 
the deductions of reason, and the inspira- 
tions of Scripture, authorize believers to 
entertain of their future improvement and 
happiness — in those new heavens and that 
new earth wherein righteousness shall dwell 
for ever. In fine, when the world would 
dispose you to estimate the present life as 
your alone portion; w’hile it attempts to rob 
you of ail inheritance among them that are 
sanctihed ; when it does this, cast it from 
you as your greatest enemy, and the de- 
'‘troyer of your brightest hopes and most 
soothing consolations, under the severest 
trials of humanity. In all these, view the 
world with a suspicious eye, and repel its 
attacks with the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of truth. 

2d. By the preceding illustration, we are 
forewarned of the danger to which we are 
exposed in this world. The way that leads 
to the mansions of bliss is, on all hands, 
infested with enemies. The country through 
which w'c travel is at best uncultivated ; the 
scenes it presents are dreary, and the pro- 
spect all around cheerless and gloomy. 
Behind and before w'c are beset with dan- 
gers ; on every hand banditti are ready to 
spring from their lurking-place to de- 
stroy us. Few and evil j^re the days of 
man. Has he hours of glfii|i^s8, how' soon 
are they succeeded by nights of sorrow' ? 
The morning sun may shine upon his 
dwelling, and his noon-day beams see it ' 
desolate ! Verily, the present life shall ! 
soon be over ; but, blessed be God, his I 
Gospel assures us that, by the sacrifice of j 
Christ, the Curse is taken away ; death is 
vanquished, imd the gates of the eternal 
world set open for all the pious. 

«id. The miserable condition and latter , 
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end of that man whom the world leads 
captive at its will, w'ho would wish to re- 
view ? Would you see him in the busy 
period of life, captivated with the allure- 
ments of pleasure, following eagerly the 
phantoms of renown, obedient to the im- 
ulse of every rising passion, “crowning 
iinself with rosebuds,” and saying, “ To- 
morrow shall be as this day, and much 
more abundantly !” See him, unrestrained 
by the influence of conscience, or the salu- 
tary suggestions of wisdom, the sport of 
ambition, of every base passion and way- 
ward fancy, involved in the destroying 
vortex of giddy dissipation and dissolute 
debauchery! See, as he advances in his 
career, his body emaciated, his spirits sunk, 
his mind melancholy, and gloom and dis- 
appointment giving to him a disrelish of 
life I See him on the bed of sickness, 
silently reviewing the former period of his 
life, casting a languishing look on departed 
joys, or with a remorseful eye glancing over 
a long catalogue of past crimes I Sec him 
looking forward to the approaching hour of 
dissolution, to the hopeless prospect of 
eternity% or the cheerless, heart-rending 
agony of total annihilation ! Think of such 
a one, in his last moments, deserted by the 
w’orld. deprived of peace, lying on the rack 
of conscience, without God and without 
solid hope, and say if there be misery like 
unto his misery, in the day when God 
requireth of him his soul? His latter 
end wrings the heart of tenderness with 
! agony. 

Thus, Christians, you see how the love 
of the wwld is enmity against God ; that 
it is prejudicial to the growth of piety, to 
peace of mind, to comfort under distress, to 
consolation in life, and good iiope in death. 
Use, then, the world so as not to abuse it; 
remember that you cannot serve God and 
mammon; and let the language of the Pro- 

f )hei be yours : “ O Lord, our God, other 
ords besides thee have had dominion over 
I us ; but henceforth we will serve thee, and 
thee only.” 

II. This leads to the second part of my 
discourse, which is to show you by what 
means faith enables man to overcome the 
world. But this, God willing, shall be the 
subject of another discourse. May God 
bless for your use what you have now' heard, 
and to his name in Christ be all the praise, 
as it was in the beginning, now is, and shall 
be evermore. Amen. 
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THE MEANS BY WHICH F^ITH OVERCOMES THE WORLD 
A Sermon by the Rev. Alexander Fleming. — Concluded. 


Without spending time in retracing the 
views given of the term w'orld, in the for- 
mer discourse from this text, or attempting 
any farther illustration by which the world 
seduces man through its prosperity and ad- 
versity, its honours and ambition, its bad 
example and fashionable pleasures, its ridi- 
cule and its infidelity, we shall proceed to 
the consideration of the second head of dis- 
course, viz., to direct your attention to some 
of the means by which “faith overcomes 
the world.” 

Before doing this, however, it may be 
})roper to make a few preliminary observa- 
tions on the origin and nature of faith, since 
so great is its eftect in the Christian dispen- 
sation, that the apostle Paul saith, “ With- 
out faith it is impossible to please God.” 
Hcb. xi. 6. This truth is obvious to every 
one who is acquainted with the operations 
of his own mind, or who seriously reflects 
upon the divine attributes. Faith, even in 
worldly matters, is the foundation of all 
our confidence and intercourse with man- 
kind. By it we believe the testimony of 
others, rely upon their promises, trust to 
their fulfilment, and on it give them our 
goods upon credit. It is the vctj principle 
of commerce, merchandise, and trade. No 
man would give away his property to an- 
other on trust, but upon the faith of receiv- 
ing, in due time, its full value, as no man 
would rely on the declarations of others, if 
he did not believe them to be men of truth 
and integrity. So it is in religion. The 
true believer relies on ^^faithfulness of God, 
on his veracity, and the impossibility of his 
deceiving him ; (Tit. i. 2 ; Heb. vi. 18,) 
and has a perfect conviction, that, whatever 
God has promised, he will infallibly perform. 
On these grounds, the Patriarch proceeded : 

By faith Abraham, when he was tried, 
offered up Isaac ; and he that had received ^ 
the promises offered up his only begotten I 

VoL. V.— No. 185. 


son.” Heb. xi. 17. In like manner, “ If we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again,” then 
we shall undoubtingly believe, that “ them 
also w’hich sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him.” 1 Thess. iv. 14. In our firm 
assent to the authority of divine revelation, 
W'e thus “ hold fast the profession of our 
faith without w'avering, even unto the end.” 
Heb. X. 23. 

With respect to the origin of faith, 
opinions have been various — some making 
it the effect of immediate revelation ; others 
of divine evidence, as given in the Scrip- 
tures. In either way it is divine, and is the 
gift of God ; not the result of natural reli- 
gion, or the discovery of mere human rea- 
son, unassisted and undirected. The native 
ignorance and depravity of the mind, the 
darkness of our understandings, and the 
power of passion and appetite, exclude the 
possibility of acquiring faith which is 
“ the substance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things no '; seen.” Heb. xi. 1. It 
cannot be discovered by the natural powers 
of man. The experience of all nations, who 
have been favoured with no other guide or 
assistant than their own unassisted reason, 
proves incontrovertibly the fact, that by no 
effort of faith could they arrive at the belief 
of pardon bestowed by an offended Judge, 
or appease an incensed Deity. Instead of 
natural reason giving that faith, which some 
have concluded it might, we find, in the 
absence of revelation, all nations sunk in 
error and superstition, living “ without God 
and without hope in the world,” over- 
whelmed with idolatry, and guilty of the 
most revolting practices. True, w^hen grief 
depressed, or despair distracted the mind ; 
when man viewed his hopeless situation, 
and in melancholy anticipated that long- 
train of wo which would succeed transgres- 
sion, he might exclaim, “ Wherewith shall 
I come before the Lord, and bow myself 
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before the Most High God ?” And super- 
stition in that moment might direct him to 
offer lip “ thousands of rams, and ten thou- 
sands of rivers of oil nay, to “ give his 
first-born for his transgression, and the fruit 
of his body for the sins of his soul.*' Yet, 
even then, the clouds of uncertainty and 
doubt overhung his mind, and made him 
fear that the sacrifice was not adequate to 
the offence, and that “ the blood of bulls 
and of goats could not take away sins.” 
Heb. X. 7. Hence the necessity of a revela- 
tion to originate and support by its evi- 
dences, that faith which overcometli the 
world, and worketh by love. 

Of the nature of tliis faith, much has 
been said and written. Some with great 
ingenuity have distinguished it into four 
kinds : “ Historical and temporary ; the 
faith of miracles, and justifying or saving 
faith.” But these are distinctions without 
any real difference. Faith is the same, in 
its nature, whatever be the object it rests 
upon. Whether it be historical facts, or 
temporary, or a belief in miracles and pro- 
phecy, or justifying faith, still it is an assent 
of the mind, at the time, to what is stated 
or believed. The faith of devils is a full 
conviction in the being of God. The assent 
of the mind to revealed truth, however tern- 
porarg, is assuredly, for the time being, as 
. real as the seed which w'as sown on stony 
ground ; and so is the assent of the mind 
to miracles performed by Christ or his 
Apostles. And what more is justifying 
or saving faith? Is it not also a firm assent 
of the mind to revelation, in the doctrine 
and promises of God, in the belief that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world, the Son and the sent of God, who, 
^ by his vicarious sufferings and death, has 
'‘magnified the law, and made it honoura- 
ble,” (Is. xlii. 21,) and brought in an ever- 
lasting righteousness, even the sure mercies 
of David? Is. Iv. 3. Hence the admirable 
definition of it in our Shorter Catechism : 
“ Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace 
whereby we receive and rest upon him 
alone for salvation, as he is ofiered to us 
in tlie Gospel.” 

This justifying faith is said by some to 
be a grace wrought in the soul by the Spirit 
of God, through or by immediate inspira- 
tion. Cases of this kind have occurred, 
and may again occur*, but that is not 
the ordinary way of God’s producing it, 
as pointed out in the Scriptures. The 
way pointed out therein is simple and 
plain. Scripture is made the medium of 

and the evidence therein found, under 
the influence of the Spirit, produces it. 


“ Whosoever,” saith Paul, “ shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
How, then, shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? and how shall 
they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard ? and how shall they hear with- 
out a preacher ? and how shall they preach 
except they be sent ? as it is written. 
How beautiful are the feet of them that 
preach the Gospel of peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good things !” “ So then faith 

cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” Rom. x. 13 — 17. 

Here every thing comes in a natural 
w’ay. Yet faith is not less the gift of God, 
coming to the believer in this manner, than 
if it had come by immediate inspiration. 
Indeed, the one is as much from heaven as 
the other. As the bread that perisheth is 
the gift of God, and cometh to us through 
a natural channel, so is the bread that 
endureth unto everlasting life. The Earth 
is the secondary cause of the one ; the 
Bible that of the other. As the earth has 
conferred on it productive powers, so the 
Scriptures have in them “spirit and life.’’ 
John vi. 63; Rom. viii. 2; Heb. iv. 12. To 
obtain, however, the bread that perisheth, 
man must plough, and sow, and reap, and 
make the bread corn pass through the 
manifold manipulations, before it is fit for 
nourishment and supporting life j so, in 
like manner, the spiritual soil must be pre- 
pared and cultivated through diligent medi- 
tation and prayer, attendance on divine 
ordinances, and the ministrations of word and 
sacraments, that through these, with the in- 
fluence of the Spirit^ it may produce in us 
“ the fruits of righteousness w'hich are, by 
Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of 
God.” Philip, i. 11. 

This is the Gospel method by which justify- 
ing or saving faith is to obtained ; and he that 
neglects it has no more reason to complain 
of spiritual famine, than the husbandman, 
who does not cultivate his farm, of the want 
of a crop. The means and the ends are in- 
separably connected ; and he who neglects 
the one, will look in vain for the possession 
and enjoyment of the other. 

Having thus stated the nature and origin 
of faith, let us now, more particularly, con- 
sider by what means it overcometh the 
world, and, like a mighty conqueror, sub- 
dues our violent passions and evil inclina- 
tions ; “ casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ.” 2 Cor. x. 5. In a word, let us 
view the power by which this irresistible 
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Victor dispels the clouds of adversity, 
dims the lustre of this world’s honours, 
excites contempt for avarice, robs ambition 
of her charms, weakens the force of bad 
example, and exhibits fashionable pleasures 
in all that inanity and folly in which the mind 
never fails to see them, in the hour of seri- 
ous thought, or at the moment of dissolu- 
tion, putting to flight the whole hosts of 
ridicuje and infidelity — 

** Quick as the slaughter’d squadrons fell 

In Midian’s evil day.”¥f And — 

I. Faith overcomes the world, by be- 
lieving that life and immortality are brought 
clearly to light by the Gospel of Christ, and 
that a glorious reward is prepared for the 
righteous. 

Amidst the days of darkness w’hich, with 
the best, are often iiiatiy, some brighter 
prospects than those which this world holds 
forth are necessary to revive and cheer the 
drooping spirits. Amidst the vicissitudes 
and disappointments of life, the hope of 
future happiness can alone produce real and 
substantial comfort. Destitute of the pro- 
spect of immortality, life is but a joyless 
waste. To the hope and the felicity which 
this prospect inspires, some ancient philo- 
sophers trusted. But their hopes were ill 
founded ; and when about to enter into the 
dark valley and shadow of death, futurity 
afforded to them little that was comfortable. 
Their hopes rested on a peradventure, not 
on certainty^ and the bright prospect 
vanished. 

It may be alleged, however, that natural 
religion, as improved and stript of its super- 
stition by modem philosophers, may infuse 
more comfort into the soul, longing for 
immortality. But when man reflects on the 
unspotted perfections of the divine nature, 
on his many violations of the moral law, 
and his frequent disobedience, nay, con- 
tempt for the dictates of conscience, either 
despair or presumptuous arrogance enters in 
and takes possession of his mind. In either 
or both of these states, no rational or reli- 
gious comfort can be derived from the pro- 
spects of eternity. Faith, before it can 
overcome the world, must be placed upon 
some eminence, w hence it may have a clear 
and distinct view of the land of promise. 
But no where can such an eminence be 
found save on the mount of revelation. 
There it stands elevated far above all ter- 
restrial objects, and surveys, like Moses on 
Mount PisgaJiy the land that is afar off. 


From the Scriptures, the Christian is 
established in the belief of a future state, 
and the permanency there of the divine 
favour. From this source, as from the 
wells of salvation, he draw's consola- 
tion. In the hours of his darkest adver- 
sity, and the nights of his most W'eari- 
some pilgrimage on earth, he frequently 
anticipates that state of glory and blessed- 
ness w'hich awaits the just in another state. 
He views the way of access by a Redeemer, 
and the mansions of bliss w hich he has pur- 
chased. Through what he did, and taught, 
and suffered, he considers himself as an heir 
of promise, as a fellow-citizen with the saints 
and household of faith. The hope of that 
future felicity which he had forfeited by 
sin, but which is restored to him by the 
Redeemer, enables him to support with 
patience the hard vicissitudes of life, and 
to overcome the attacks of the w’orld in 
their most appalling and terrific forms. 

II. By depending upon the divine pro- 
mises and assistance,^iYA enables the Chris- 
tian to become victorious over the w'orld. ■ 

Man is often ready to despond, and when 
attacked severely by the misfortunes of life, 
even the prospects of futurity may not 
operate upon his mind with a force suffi- 
ciently strong to enable him to prove victo- 
rious. In the attempts w^hich he makes to 
support himself against the*, hardships, the 
misfortune, and the disappointments of his 
lot, he stands in need of superior assistance ; 
and the belief that it will be given him, in 
the time of trial and in the hour of need, 
supports his fainting spirits, and oftentimes 
renders him more than a conqueror. At 
such a time, though the billows of adversity 
beat against him, and the turbulent ocean 
of distress rolls and swells around him, he 
remains firm and undaunted, when he be- 
lieves that the arm of Omnipotence defends 
him, and relies on his promise that he will 
never leave nor forsake him. Believing that 
all events which the Almighty accomplishes 
are righteous, he yields a willing resignation 
to Heaven’s appointments. Trusting that 
all the schemes of Providence are devised 
by a wisdom that is perfect, and executed 
by a skill that cannot err ; that all his ways 
are productive pfriinal good to them who 
fear, and love, and Serve God ; and that they 
contribute, in general, to the happiness of 
mankind ; under this belief the pious man 
is resigned to his situation, and is enabled 
to support, with becoming fortitude, the 
hard vicissitudes of life. 

The promise that “ all things shall work 
together for the good of them that love 


« Paraphrase xix. 3.1 
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God and keep his commandments ; (Rom. 
viii. 28,) that “ when the righteous pass 
through the waters, they shall not over- 
whelm ; neither shall the flames kindle upon 
him, nor any heat;” {Is. xliii. 2,) these 
delightful assurances of a faithful God con- 
firm his mind, establish his faith, and 
strengthen his hopes ! The conviction that 
** the Lord will be his shield, the upholder 
of his head, and his exceeding great re- 
w'ard,” (Ps. cxv. 8, 9,) dispels his fears, 
which, on such occasions, are apt to darken 
and disturb the mind, and to fill him with 
all peace and joy in believing. It is de- 
clared in Scripture — and faith relies on the 
declaration — that the Almighty will be a 
wall of fire to defend his people against all 
evil, and that no harm which can affect their 
eternal welfare shall come nigh their dwelling. 
Though the enemy should come in like a 
flood, the Christian believes that he shall 
be strengthened to resist even the fiery darts 
of the wicked One. The eternal God has 
promised to “ be his refuge, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms,” Deut. xxxiii. 27. 
As he accomplished his promises to Israel 
by destroying the Canaanites, so he shall 
accomplish, to the happy experience of 
every true believer, his declarations, by 
enabling them to overcome the world, its 
cares and sorrows, its pleasures and allure- 
ments, its terrible threatenings and deceit- 
ful allurements, and shall say — “ Destroy 
them utterly with a mighty destruction.” 
Dcut. vii. 23. 

Acting on this belief, the believer can 
adopt the exclamation of Moses, and, ap- 
plying it to himself, may say, “ Happy art 
thou, O Israel : who is like unto thee, O 
people saved by the Lord, the shield of thy 
nelp, and the sw'ord of thy excellency! and 
thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee, 
and thou shalt tread upon their high places.” 
Deut. xxxiii. 29. 

It is thus that, by a firm dependence upon 
the divine assistance, and marching forward 
in the strength of the Lord to the combat, 
the Christian remains invulnerable. By 
perseverance, he obtains the victory over 
the world, strips it of its armour, and 
triumphs over it. It was in this manner 
that the ancient worthies fought and con- 
quered, and triumphed. Hence, under the 
influences of this faith, the Prophet was 
enabled to say, when looking forward to 
privations and w'ant, “ Though the fig-tree 
shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be 
found in the vine ; though the labour of the 
olive should fail, and the fields should yield 
no meat ; though the flocks should be cut 


off from the fold, and there shall be no 
herd in the stalls : yet shall I rejoice in 
the Lord, and glory in the God of my sal- 
vation.” Habak. iii. 17, 18. 

III. Faith overcomes the w’orld, by di- 
recting the current of the desires to objects 
and pursuits that tend to exalt the charac- 
ter, and turn the current of our thoughts to 
nobler objects. 

Attachment to some particular object, or 
fondness for some favourite pursuit, has a 
tendency to produce an indifference to other 
objects and pursuits which do not imme- 
diately contribute to the confirmation of that 
attachment, or the promotion of our views. 
In the contemplation of objects, or scenes, 
w'hich are present and pleasant, w'e are a})t 
to neglect those that arc absent, even though 
the appearance of the latter be still more 
beautiful, or their acquisition still more im- 
portant and lasting than the former. 

These observations apply equally to men 
viewed as expectants of immortality, as to 
beings occupied about temporal pursuits. 
Those desires which long for immortal 
enjoyment ; those affections that attach the 
soul to Him who gave it ; and those views 
W’hich are directed by the felicity of another 
w’orld, arc apt to be counteracted by de- 
sires for sensual enjoyment, attracted by the 
allurements of temporal objects, or darkened 
by the gloom of doubt which, at certain pain- 
ful moments of life, are apt to overspread 
the human mind. Familiarity w ith the present 
too often separates our attachment from the 
future. The best have their dark days 
in their passage through life, and the 
strongest faith and most delightful promises 
are at times lost in the appalling prospect of 
death, judgment, and eternity. 

By the constitution of our nature, what 
has been called the principles of the mind, 
and affections of the soul, must have pur- 
suits and objects that afford pleasure to the 
one, and exercise to the other. By giving 
a loose to wayward fancies and extrava* 
^ant sallies of desire, mankind are often 
lurried on to pursuits destructive of their 
true interests and eternal welfare. But 
faith directs the view's of man to objects of 
real value, to pursuits productive of real 
pleasure, and w'hich lead to the enjoyment 
of eternal happiness in the issue. 

Is ambition or a love of power your ruling 
passion ? The Christian religion takes ad- 
vantage of this propensity, and directs our 
eyes to view’s at once splendid and sublime 
in the world to come. Instead of directing 
our efforts to the well-fought field, and tlie 
laurels which adorn the hero’s brow', and the 
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gplendour of a short-lived fame, it directs 
them against the enemies of our peace, in 
that field of battle where the innocent fall 
not the victims of indiscriminate slaughter 
und murdering rage ; but where vice and 
iniquity shall be finally discomfited, and 
where those laurels which the approbation 
of conscience and of God wither not around 
the head of the conqueror. Ambition is thus, 
by faith, engaged in a holy contest against 
the temptations of the world ; the final issue 
of which is, to the man of true piet}^ and 
Christian fortitude, the prize of the high call- 
ing of God. 

Is pleasure our object, and are we 
devoted to sensual gratification? These 
low and grovelling desires faith overcomes, 
by pointing out to the real lovers of plea- 
sure the acquisition of those sources of intel- 
lectual and moral enjoyment which are at 
the right hand of the Most High, the streams 
of which, oven in this w orld, may be tasted 
by those who practise the duties of religion, 
and engage with delight in the exercises of 
devotion. The joys that flow from the 
exercise of piety and spiritual contemplation 
is of a pure and exhilarating nature. Faith 
satisfies the thirst of happiness in the soul 
from the w'ell-springs of living w^aters — the 
fountains of knowledge and salvation, which, 
w hile they refresh the soul, purify its de- 
sires, and stimulate to the acquisition of 
endless, uncontaminated bliss ! ! ! 

Are riches, and wealth, and honour, the 
objects of your desire ? Remember these 
are only relative ; and that in them there is 
nothing substantial or permanent. That 
even our opinion of them is constantly 
changing, and often as short-lived as they 
arc deceitful and unsatisfactory. Hence an 
object, which at one period we may deem 
splendid and magnificent, shall afterw^ards 
appear contemptible and unworthy of our 
notice, compared with objects which are 
more magnificent and sublime. And hence, 
too, comparing the riches of the present life 
^vith those of the future, the vast superi- 
ority of the latter may be so striking and 
obvious as to lead the good man to say 
w ith St. Paul, “ They are not w orthy to be 
compared wath that glory which is here- 
after to be revealed.” Rom. viii. 18. 

It is thus that faith overcomes the w'Orld. 
It sinks into comparative insignificance its 
grandeur and riches, wlien contrasted w'ith 
the splendour and glory which the Scrip* 
ture presents of the New Jerusalem. The 
treasure of the Ciiristiau is in heaven, 
whence he looks for the Saviour. It is 
thus, that faith draws ofl^ the avari- 
cious desires which formerly pervaded his 


breast, and from worldly riches, turns the 
current of his soul to those immense and 
incalculable riches which are at God’s 
right hand. It lays up in heaven, trea- 
sures of piety, charity, and good works, 
“ w here moth and rust corrupt not, and 
where thieves do not break through and 
steal (Matt. vi. 19, 20.) and thus exalts 
the Christian by turning the current of his 
desires to heavenly objects, and to pursuits 
of unfading pleasures and never-ending joys. 

IV. Faith overcomes the w’orld by ex- 
citing in us a horror of sin, and a love of 
holiness. 

This principle of faith not only exalts the 
character, and expands the conceptions of 
the mind, and regulates and purifies the 
dispositions of the heart and the actions of 
the life ; it also produces in the believer a 
hatred of all iniquity. 

It is impossible to believe with sincerity 
the truths of the Gospel, and especially 
that of the atonement for sin by the death 
of Christ, without being convinced of the 
degrading nature of vice, and the obliga- 
tions under which we lie to avoid it — to 
perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord — 
and to keep “ consciences void of offence 
toward God and tow'ard man.” Acts xxiv. 
16 .^ 

True faith as necessarily produces sorrow 
for sin, amendment of life, and integrity of 
conduct, as the fig-tree produces figs, or 
the vine grapes. It is impossible seriously 
to believe that the Saviour offered up 
himself a sacrifice for sin ; — that sin is of 
that heinous nature, which nothing else could 
atone for it but the death of Christ; and yet, 
with this belief, to continue in the love and 
practice of that iniquity, w'hich was the 
cause of his sufferings. 

Whether we believe it or not, this, never- 
theless, is true, that if any continue in the 
habitual indulgence of irregular appetites and 
depraved affections, he is not, as yet, among 
those who honestly believe in the death of 
Christ, and in the truth of his religion ; and 
if he believe not this to the saving of his soul, 
his belief is vain, and ho is yet in his sins. 
Is it possible to believe in the divine pro- 
mises, and firmly to depend upon the assis- 
tance of the Almighty and yet feel a habi- 
tual enmity to the will, and a continuance 
in a course of disobedience to the just 
commands of our Maker, preserver, and 
judge ? 

Under such circumstances, to suppose 
tliut we can receive consolation from the 
]»romiscs, or strength from the assistance 
of God, is absurd, as it is unreasouiiLlc. 
To indulge hope J^u this state, is to make 
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Ood a liar ; to set his threaten! ngs aside, 
and to despise all his reproofs — in a word, 
it is to slight the Lord who made us. To 
believe him merciful, where he has told us 
his mercy is clean gone ; to think that 
he will not be so good as his word ; that 
notwithstanding all his warnings and laws, 
he will not put them into execution ; and 
thus, by sucn reasonings, to make the Al- 
mighty a man, that he should lie, and the Son 
of man, that he should repent. This would 
be assuming the character of the sons of 
God, and yet acting the part of the pro- 
digal, before he came to himself; rejecting 
his parental authority, and spending the 
talents which he has bestowed, in riot and 
debauchery, far from your Father’s house. 
In such a case, our pretensions are vain, 
our hope is hopeless. For till enmity dwell 
with friendship ; till light incorporate itself 
with darkness, the faith of the Christian will 
ever be ineompatible with a depraved heart, 
irregular habits, and an unholy life ! 

If, on the contrary, we are indeed and 
in truth united to the captain of our salva- 
tion ; if we possess the same mind which 
was in him ; if we act from the same 
motives, and for the attainment of the same 
ends, then shall we be like him, though 
not in so high a degree, “ forgetting the 
things that are behind, and reaching on to 
to those that are before, we shall be pressing 
towards the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” Phil. iii. 14. 

Men, alas ! have too often deceived them- 
selves in this matter, by imagining that they 
possess true faith, when they are only actu- 
ated by a blind credulity, or the aberrations 
of a heated fancy, or enthusiastic feelings. 
But, Christians, be assured, that unless 
your belief in the great doctrines of Chris- 
tianity lead you to “ deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, and to live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in this present world,** 
(Tit. ii. 2,) — unless it bring under subjection 
your irregular passions, and depraved affec- 
tions, and perverse dispositions, to the 
nobler and more exaltea principles of an 
enlightened reason and a purified con- 
science, you do not possess that faith, nor 
will you ever achieve the victory which 
overcometh the world. 

By such conduct, you deprive yourselves 
of the assistance of heaven. If the w'orid 
without assault you, and if it be not op- 
posed from within by a well regulated mind, 
must not you fall before the attack ? Can 

fortress, defended by contending factions 
withstand the assaults of a vigorous 
enemy ? Will the citadel long be safe 


when the suburbs are betrayed? Can 
you expect the traitor long to hold out 
against the allurements of the foe ? If not, 
then you can have no security against the 
temptations of the world, when you have 
no internal principle of faith, goodness, 
and integrity to stand out against them. 
What, I ask you, will enable you to over- 
come the allurements to pleasure, when your 
internal frame is roused and heated by 
passion, excited by appetite, and crying for 
immediate gratification ? Will any thing, 
then, be able to subdue these, but that faith 
which realizes a present Deity, which brings 
an impartial tribunal to our view, and which 
sets upon it a Judge who cannot be de- 
ceived, who knows our thoughts afar off, 
is W'ell acquainted with all our ways, and 
who “ will judge righteous judgment to 
every man according to his works ?” No- 
thing but a belief of this will save him in 
such an hour of temptation and allurement 
and fortify his mind against all the attacks 
of the wicked one. Then, and then truly, 
the Christian finds that his faith overcomes 
the w'orld, by purifying his heart, giving to 
him self-government in the midst of danger, 
and animating him to resist the allurements 
of the w orld, by the prospects of a glori- 
ous eternity. Finally, 

V. Faith overcometh the world by ani- 
mating the believer to imitate the examples 
of the good and praiseworthy, who have 
gone before him. 

There is a principle within us which 
disposes the ipind to admire great, and to 
esteem good and benevolent actions. Ad- 
miration and esteem often produce an 
enthusiasm which animates to noble imita- 
tion. Hence have arisen many illustrious 
achievements, and heroic and beneficial 
actions. As imitation operates with such 
powerful energy, so, when properly directed, 
it is of great advantage to strengthen our 
faith. The example of patriarchs, and 
prophets, and apostles, and martyrs, aro 
heart-stirring. 

When w e read of them w’ho have been 
faithful to the cause of God, of religion, 
and virtue — whose minds were imbued with 
the piety and goodness of those who have 
suffered the loss of all things in de- 
fence of principles which ennoble and adorn 
our nature ; — when we think of those who 
gloried in the fires, and laughed, even there, 
their enemies to scorn, and handing their 
names down as execrable to future genera- 
tions ; — and when w e read of those of w hom 
. the world was not w'orthy, w'e feel in our 
1 breasts a glow of holy ardour, a flame of 
I intense admiration and applause, and pant- 
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ing desires to oe enrolled, like them, ra the 
register of heaven’s bright fame — we keep 
their memories in grateful remembrance. 
Yes, Christians, a holy lifis is the most 
valuable patrimony you can bequeath to 
posterity. Do you wish to transmit such a 
memorial of yourselves? Then aim at the 
honour of being benefactors to posterity, 
by living lives of faith, of purity, and piety, 
in imitation of your Redeemer and his dis- 
ciples. — An emulation of this kind is w’orthy 
of being cherished. Every holy being in 
heaven and in earth will approve of it : 
and whilst it will bless your owm con- 
sciences, it will tend to promote the pro- 
sperity and happiness of your posterity to 
the third and fourth generation. By such 
acts “ the memory of the just is blessed, 
and the righteous held in everlasting re- 
membrance.” Ps. cxii. 6. 

Are 3 "Ou, then, dejected by the frowns 
and misfortunes of the world — w’ith the loss 
of dear relatives, and with the various cares 
and sorrows of life ? Be not, Christians, 
discouraged. Your Saviour bore more than 
you can endure ; and by continuing stead- 
fast in the love and imitation of him, you, 
too, will rise superior to all the distresses 
that can befall you. Behold the operation 
of this faith in his servants in every age. 
Sec it in Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob. 
Behold it in Moses, enabling him to account 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures of Egypt. See it in all them 
who had respect to the recompense of 
reward. “ The time w^ould fail me,” saith 
St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Hebrews — ** to 
speak of the thousands, who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wTought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, out of weakness 
were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens : 
who w ere stoned, were sawm asunder, w ere 
tempted, were slain wdth the sword : who 
wandered about in sheep-skins and goat- 
skins ; being destitute, tormented : w'ho 
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and 
in dens and caves of the earth. These all 
having obtained a good report through faith,” 
(Heb. xi,)are now inheriting the promises. 
“ What are these, said the elder, which are 
arrayed in w'hite robes? and wdience came 
they ? And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
know'est. And he said to me. These are 
they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have w’ashed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore are they before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his 


temple : and he that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them. They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more ; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb, which is in the midst 
of the throne, shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters ; 
and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.” Rev. vii. 13 — 17. 

^ Such are the triumphs of faith : — they are 
given for our encouragement and support, 
that they may animate our minds in their 
sojournings on earth, and by recalling this 
venerable band of worthies to remembrance, 
to flght, like them, the good fight of faith, 
that so we also may lay hold upon eternal life. 

Thus, Christians, have I finished what I 
intended. I have shown you that saving 
faith is a firm, and permanent, and opera- 
tive belief in the truths of the GospeK 
enlightening the understanding, and ani- 
mating the heart and conduct in a life of 
progressive holiness — and have shown you 
by what means faith overcometh the w^orld. 

1. By teaching the Christian that life 
and immortality arc brought to light by 
Jesus Christ. 

2. By leading him to depend upon the 
fulfilment of the divine promises and divine 
assistance. 

3. By directing the current of our desires 
to objects and pursuits that tend to exalt 
the character and purify the heart. And, 

4. By exciting us to imitate the example 
of the pious and the good in every age, and 
who are now inheriting the promises. After 
what has been said, a single remark or ttvo 
shall close this discourse. 

1. And, first, anxiously inquire if you 
possess, in reality, this saving faith. If 
you have it, you cannot fail to know it, nor 
can you be deprived of the consolation 
which a consciousness of possessing it is 
ever calculated to inspire. Try yourselves, 
then, by the tests we have given. The test, 
the infallible test of its producing good fruits. 
Being in you, it cannot remain latent in the 
mind any more than good seed sown in a 
good soil can remain there without springing 
up. Faith and practice must go together. 
They are never separated. Faith guides and 
directs the will and the affections, the de- 
sires and inclinations, and penetrates and 
possesses the whole soul. Working by 
love, it fails not to produce obedience — gra- 
titude to God, and benevolence to man — 
a uniform respect to all God’s commands 
ments — and a steady perseverance in the 
several duties of a godly, sober, and right- 
eous life* These are the bruits of faith. ^ 
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Yet we are told, that a man may believe 
and practise all this, and be, at the same 
time, in no better state than a heathen, if 
h& have not a believing- and an abiding 
assurance that his sins are pardoned, ana 
his person accepted, and salvation and 
eternal life secured to him. Nay, some go 
so far, that we must be able to tell the day, 
the hour, and the occasion, when all at once 
this faith w^as w rought in us, by the Holy 
Ghost, and when we first received the se-al, 
the stamp of regeneration upon our souls. 
This is the language of presumption and 
enthusiasm, not of deep Christian humility 
and godly fear — and is in direct contradiction 
to our Lord’s account of conversion, as stated 
by himself in the third chapter of John : 
“ The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell w’hence it cometh, or whither it 
goeth : so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.” 

But besides the condemnation by our 
Lord of such pretences, the apostle Paul 
refutes them, when he makes the evidence 
of saving faith to be the crucifying the flesh 
with the affections and lusts, and of speaking 
evil of no man ; whilst these pretended con- 
verts are found, not crucifying the flesh, 
but going about abusing and condemning 
every body, but their own sect and party, 
and doing all in their power to sow’ discord 
and division amongst brethren. 

Can such be led by the Spirit? Their 
pretensions are an insult to every man’s 
understanding, who is in his sober senses. 
Would w’e believe a man’s own w-ord that 
he was innocent, when strong facts were 
against him? And can w^e believe that a 
man has received an extraordinary call from 
heaven, who can give no other proof of his 
inspiration and change, but his own bare 
word, or positive assertion, whilst his life 
gives the lie to his professions ? Matt.vii. 2 1 , 

But, I ask you, is there need for any 
extraordinary evidence, any new reve- 
lation from heaven, that we are the chil- 
dren of God, and the chosen of Christ, 
when he has given us, in his word, a rule 
so plain, a text so obvious, that he that 
runneth may read? “ By this,” says Christ, | 
“ sliall all men know that ye arc my dis- ^ 
ciples, if ye have love one to another.” John 
xiii. S5, 

Finalli/. If faitli cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by preaching, and preaching by the 
Word of God, where is the necessity of a i 
tniraculous call, of a voice from heaven, to j 
^sure any man of wdiat he may at any ! 
time know, if he will try his life and con- 
versation by these Scriptures ? They clear ' 


up every doubt. They naake him wise unto 
salvation. They write in large and legible 
characters, the future happiness and misery- 
awaiting every man. They tell him all 
that he must do here, to inherit eternal life 
hereafter ; and lay down rules and directions 
with such clearness and precision, that the 
wayfaring man, though a fool, cannot err 
therein. Is. xxxv.8. With one uniform voice 
they tell us, that as the tree is know’n by 
its fruits, so is man by his works ; and that 
every profession of faith will prove ineffec- 
tual for our salvation, but that faith which 
ovcrcometh the world, and worketh by 
love ; which manifests its sincerity by the 
purity of the effects which it has produced ; 
and evinces its redeeming power by the holi- 
ness it has displayed on our lives. Every 
other faith, and every other profession of 
faith is vain and deceptive ; — and wo, w o be 
to that man who puts his trust in it. But 
to him who possesses this genuine faith, the 
victory is won, and the triumph is certain. 
In the language of the Apostle, he can 
exclaim, ** Who shall lay any thing to the 
charge of God’s elect ? It is God that jus- 
tifieth ; who is he that condemneth ? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, w’ho is even at the right hand of God, 
who maketh intercession for us. Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sw’ord ? 
Nay, in all these things, we are more than 
conquerors, through him that loved us. 
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” Rom. viii, 37 — 39. Behold 
then, Christians, the bright assembly, and 
contemplate the triumphs of faith ! Behold 
them who, by it, have overcome this world : 
“ Walking in w’hite robes, and palms in 
their hands ; crying with a loud voice, and 
saying. Salvation to our God, which sitteth 
on the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever ; (Rev. vii. 10; ix. 9 ; and i. 6,) 
for thou w’ast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation, and hast 
made us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father : to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever.” ' 

And the same honours are aw’aiting you 
if ye are Christ’s. Even to those v/ho are 
not, as yet, united to him by a true and a 
living faith, his langunge is, “ To-day if you 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 
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Heb. iii. 7, 8. “ Behold, I stand at the 

door and knock ; if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me.” 

To him that overcometh will I grant to 
sit with me on my throne, even as I also 


overcame, and am set down with my 
Father on his throne.” Rev. iii. 20, 21, 
Come then, and, through the faith that over- 
coraeth the world, secure this high honour. 
“ '^e faithf ul unto the death, and he w ill give 
you a crown of life.” Rev. ii. 10. Amen. , 


CHRIST AN EXALTED PRINCE AND A GLORIFIED SAVIOUR; 

A SERMON PREACHED AT FENWICK, 

By the Rev. WILLIAM ORR, 

lUinister of the United Secession Church, Fenwick. 


‘ Him hath God exalted with his right hand to he a Prince and a Saviour^ for to give 
repentance to Israel^ and forgiveness of sins'' — Acts v. 31. 


The exaltation of Christ is a relative 
erpression, and supposes his previous hu- 
miliation. Though he w’as the Son of God, 
and therefore equal with his Father, yet for 
our sakes he became man, w^as born in a 
low condition, obeyed the law w hich w^e had 
broken, and by sufferings and death the 
most ignominious, he endured the penalty 
which our sins had incurred. For thirty- 
three years he led a most afflicted and sor- 
rowful life, and then expired upon a cross. 
But God exalted him, because he humbled 
himself; “ Being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross ; 
w^herefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above 
every name.” The text divides itself into 
two parts. 

I. The exaltation of Christ ; and, 

II. Its blessed conseq^uences. 

I. The exaltation ot Christ, properly 
speaking, consists of four parts — his resur- 
rection, ascension, sitting at the right hand 
of God, and his coming to judge the world 
at the consummation of all things. We 
apprehend, however, that it is to his sitting 
at the right hand of God the Father that 
our attention is here called as distinct from, 
though not altogether unconnected with, the 
other parts of his glorification. And, re- 
garding it, three circumstances are noticed 
in the text. 1st. The dignity to which he 
is raised “wnth,” or vp to, “the right hand 
of God.” 2d. The character in which he 
is raised “a Prince and a Saviour;” and, 
3d. The agency of the Father in his exal- 
tation, “ Him hath God exalted.” 

1st. The dignity to w hich Christ is raised. 
The expression, “with his right hand,” does 
not denote, as some may be apt to imagine, 
the agency of God in glorifying his Son. 
This is intimated by the very fact that he 


did raise him, and w^e know that he accom- 
plished this by his mighty power. But the 
expression intimates that our Mediator en- 
joys divine honour at the Father’s right 
hand, exercises divine authority, and dis- 
penses divine government in the universe, 
for the good of his church and the subjuga- 
tion of his foes. This is a situation which 
no mere creature can occupy. The very 
supposition that it could, would tend to rob 
God of his incommunicable perfections ; and 
the faith of such a doctrine, followed by cor-, 
responding acts of worship, would turn out 
the purest idolatry. “ To the Son,” exclu- 
sive of the highest angel, “ God saith. Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever ; a 
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of 
thy kingdom.” I admit that the divinity of 
Christ being necessarily unchangeable, could 
not, strictly speaking, be humbled or ex- 
alted. But inasmuch as he took our nature 
into personal union with him, tabernacled 
for a time in feeble humanity, and veiled 
his glory from the view of man, insomuch 
was he humbled. And when his w ork on 
earth was finished, he dropt his lowly cha- 
racter, but not his human nature. It he 
carried into heaven with him ; clothed in 
it, he gloriously appeared before God on 
our behalf ; and, as the rew'ard of his under- 
taking, received, at his Father’s hands, uni- 
versal authority. And let none suppose 
that the right hand of God in heaven de- 
notes any visible proximity to the infinite 
spirit-like nearness of place in the case of a 
prince at the right hand of an earthly sove- 
reign. No such idea is at all admissible 
here. The human nature of Jesus, indeed, 
requires a local residence. But who can 
describe his dignity and glory in heaven? 
Who can tell the honours with which the 
Father has crowned his incarnate Son ? — 
the Lord of angels! ine Head of the Church I 
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the Governor of all things! the Ruler 
amongst the nations ! and the Judge of all I 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and bless- 
ing.” 

2d. The character in which he is raised 
is here described, “ a Prince and a Saviour.” 
As a divine person, Jesus was never de- 
prived of his royal supremacy as King of 
the Universe ; and therefore, as God, he 
could never be exalted to a dignity from 
which he had never descended. But there 
was a dignity to which, as God and man in 
one person, he had never hitherto been for- 
mally raised, although from the beginning 
he had acted as King of the Church and 
Lord of the Universe. It is evident that 
the princely office of Jesus, as exercised 
in his exalted state, is ver}-^ different from 
that sovereign power which he exercises as 
Creator and Preserver of all things. This 
latter prerogative is necessarily eternal and 
immutable. But the kingly power of the 
Saviour to which he is exalted, in conse- 
quence of his sufferings, is not necessarily 
everlasting and unchangeable in the same 
sense in which his power as Creator and 
Preserver of the universe is taken. It is, 
nevertheless, perfectly obvious that he was 
Mediator from all eternity, and that he 
exercised his kingly office from the begin- 
ning for the good of the Church, and the 
subjugation of his enemies; but this arose 
entirely from the covenant made between 
the Father and the Son, which required 
from the latter obedience unto death, as 
absolutely necessary to his being formally 
installed into his regal authority, and exer- 
cising the functions of King in Zion. 

And as the nature of Christ’s kingly 
office is peculiar, so also is its exercise. 
His law, indeed, is still the same immutable 
rule of righteousness which was inscribed on 
the human soul at the creation, and repeated 
afterwards in ten commands at Mount 
Sinai. But while the strictest justice is 
maintained in inflicting the penalty of the 
law on the guilty transgressors of it, there 
is also exercised on the one hand to obsti- 
nate sinners the most marvellous long-suffer- 
ing; and, on the other, to believers the 
freest and most astonishingly gracious for- 
giveness, joined with the choicest spiritual 
blessings. Such a mode of administration } 
to sinful men, under the government of an 
absolutely perfect, and just God, can only 
be accounted for on the principle that a 
system of mediatorial authority exists, in 
consequence of which sentence against an 1 
evil work is not speedily executed” on un- * 


believers ; and pardon, purity, spiritual pro- 
i tection, comfort, and eternal glory, secured 
* to all the faithful. 

' But Christ is not only an exalted Prince, 
but also a glorified Saviour. We have 
seen, that as a Prince he completely secures 
the happiness and dignity of his people. 
But it is perfectly obvious, from the con- 
! dition in which they are by nature, and the 
j helplessness of their state even after con- 
j version, that the most powerful means are 
requisite to accomplish their salvation from 
sin and misery. It was not only necessary 
that he should substitute himself in their 
room, suffer the penalty which they had 
incurred, and answer the claims of divine 
justice. All this w'as accomplished at his 
death, so that he acted as Saviour before 
his ascension. But deliverance from sin 
could never have been realized by man, 

1 unless, like the High Priests of old, he had 
entered into the holy place, and presented 
the blood of his atonement as the ground 
j of his intercession. Without this conclud- 
I ing act of his priestly office, no remission 
of sin could be granted, no prayer heard, 
no gracious intimation of divine love com- 
municated. He saves to the uttermost all 
that come to God by him, because he ever 
lives to make intercession for them. 

Thus Jesus performs the most important 
offices in heaven. On the one hand, by 
his delegated authority, he commands de- 
liverance and salvation for his chosen peo- 
ple, and pronounces wrath on the finally 
impenitent ; on the other, he presents the 
blood of the sacrifice which he offered on 
Calvary as the plea of his advocacy at the 
right hand of liis Father. In the former 
case, every foreign adversary of the Church 
is doomed to destruction, while believers 
are directed in the w ay of righteousness. 
In the latter case, the accusations of the 
law are fully answered, and all needed 
grace imparted by the great High Priest of 
our profession. Salvation, then, may we 
ascribe to the Lamb that sitteth on the 
throne for ever and ever! 

8d. The agency of the Father in the 
exaltation of his Son is thus expressed : 
“ Him hath God exalted.” We are here 
carried back to the council of peace, and 
called upon to contemplate the agreement 
of the divine persons in reference to the 
salvation of men. But all our know ledge 
on this subject is obtained not from any 
direct account, but from the prophecies in 
the Old Testament, predicting the future 
glory of Messiah’s reign, from the fact itself 
that he was exalted, and from the connexion 
which the Spirit of God declares as subsist- 
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ing between his abasement and subsequent 
glorification. Hence we infer, that his ex- 
altation, as the reward of his obedience, 
must have been fixed in eternity as certainly 
as his previous sufferings. 

Accordingly the Father, representing the 
Deity, and maintaining the dignity of the 
Godhead, was bound to exalt the Mediator 
when his work of humiliation was accom- 
plished ; and this was done, as the sacred 
history declares. Nor let it be supposed 
that the Father is superior to the Son in 
any other respect than as standing at the 
head of the dispensation of grace, and per- 
forming the condition of the covenant of 
grace on the part of the Godhead, or that 
the Son was less than divine in his humbled 
state. The latter veiled his glory for a sea- 
son, that the former might magnify the 
power and grace of the Son, and in his 
exaltation secure the happiness of all the 
redeemed. 

Having seen that God exalted Jesus as 
the reward of his humiliation, and that he 
was exalted, not as God, but as Mediator, 
we come now to state some particulars re- 
garding his ascension. Having continued 
forty days after his resurrection instructing 
and comforting his disciples, he led them 
out to Bethany, looked up to heaven, at 
once anticipating his glory and invoking 
divine grace upon his disciples, he blessed 
them ; and in the very act of solemn bene- 
diction, he was parted from them — a mode 
of expression intimating that he ascended 
not by the exercise of his own power, which 
was doubtless infinitely sufficient, but by 
the power of another of the divine persons, 
who is elsewhere denominated the Father. 
He was subsequently camec? into heaven 
«— language still denoting a foreign agency, 
and intimating that, for the time at least, 
he was passive in this astonishing transac- 
tion. And who does not see amazing con- 
descension in this instance of exaltation? 
The Father stooping to honour the sinner’s 
surety to the throne of the universe, and 
with their Saviour, virtually raising all 
believers ■ to the same glory in their 
measure ; and the Son submitting to be 
•xalted to a dignity to which he had, as a 
a divine person, an undisputed and eternal 
right 1 We come now to consider, 

II. The blessed consequences of our 
Lord’s exaltation. These are in the text 
limited to those benefits which the God of 
all grace bestow's upon the children of men. 
The glory of God — the establishment of 
order and harmony in the universe, to- 
gether with the increased light thrown upon 
Gpd’s character and designs in the view u* 


angels, are indeed important consequences 
of Christ’s exaltation ; but what chiefly 
concerns us is, that “repentance and far 
giveness of sins” result to mankind, sinners, 
from the exaltation of Christ. I remark, 

1st. That the exalted Saviour bestows 
repentance upon the children of men. 
Repentance, strictly taken, signifies. a change 
of mind in reference to past misconduct, 
accompanied by sorrow for sin, and a desire 
of future amendment. But while this is 
the common acceptation of the term, it is 
used here, w^e apprehend, as in many other 
passages of Scripture, to denote that rege- 
neration of heart which the Holy Spirit 
accomplishes in the day of effectual calling, 
of which the following are striking evi- 
dences : — new views of Gods Jaw as holy, 
just, and good ; its felt spirituality as reach- 
ing to the thoughts and principles of the 
mind, as w ell as the conduct ; condemning 
every irregular desire, every omission of 
duty, all disinclination of heart tow'ards 
God, and holy exercises. The effect of 
these views are self-loathing, self-reproach, 
grief for sin, as opposed to the divine glorj’', 
the honour of the divine law, and the best 
interests of man. This change of view's 
and feelings, be it remembered, is as neces- 
sarily the result of divine grace, as the 
change itself is a necessary ingredient in 
the salvation of the sinner ; and Jesus is 
the author of this change, inasmuch as he 
is the repository of that grace w hich effects 
the change, and sends his Spirit to apply it 
to the heart. 

2d. Forgiveness of sins is also bestowed 
by the exalted Saviour. Strictly speaking, 
it denotes pardon or remission of sin — that 
act of God by which he takes away, not 
the criminality, but the guilt of sin — in 
which the penalty of the law is averted, 
and the punishment threatened is removed. 
This is an unspeakably valuable blessing ; 
but it is not all that a pardoned sinner enjoys. 
He is accepted as righteous in the sight of 
God through the righteousness of Christ ; 
and one act, called justification, accom- 
plishes both: “ Being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” I conclude, that justi- 
fication is intended in the text, because 
foigiveness cannot be bestow'ed without 
acceptance, and neither of them can be 
separated from gospel repentemce. Justi- 
fication admits us to the divine favour, and 
for ever frees us from the penal conse- 
quences of sin. Repentance proves our 
submission to the divine will, and begun 
assimilation to the divine image. Both are 
the fruit of divine gruce.^Both are ( 
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tial to the salvation of the sinner. Both j 
blessings come together ; it being always 
understood that God accepts the person of 
the believer before he can accept any of 
his services. He provides salvation for 
man, and afterwards gives him the heart to 
receive it. While God the Father, properly 
speaking, justifies the ungodly, it is the 
righteousness of the Son which forms the 
#ole foundation of this blessing. Jesus 
pleads his own merit as the ground of the 
acceptance of the believing sinner, and 
sends his Spirit to work faith in all his 
chosen. To Jesus we are indebted for all 
the blessings of the new covenant, coming 
to us, as they do, only through his medi- 
ation. “ Surely, shall one say, in the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength.” Of 
him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption.” This 
subject ought to be improved by all, but espe- 
cially by the following classes of persons : — 

1. Those who have good reason to con- 
clude that they are already in possession of 
these blessings, are under infinite obliga- 
tions to the God of all grace ; and while 
3 'ou trace your salvation to the sovereign 
love of a three-one God, forget not that it 
flows through the channel of Christ’s medi- 
ation ; and while you admire this salvation 
in its rise, and progress, and application, 
forget not to pray for the continued com- 
munication of grace to your soul. Un- 
merited, indeed, was that goodness which 
wrought faith in you, by which you were 
justified, and which softened your heart 
unto repentance. But, oh ! remember that 
faith needs to be strengthened, and repen- 
tance deepened. Faith still looks to Jesus, 
and repentance still grieves. “ They shall 
look on him whom they have pierced, and 
mourn.” 

* Despair not, O believer! even of tem- 
poral good things. All power in heaven 
and earth is committed to Jesus. Will 
that almighty Saviour who has delivered 
you from the greatest evils, fail to remove 
the lesser ? Are you afraid that you shall 
fall in the day of adversity ? Lean on the 
strong arm of Jesus. He is the God of 
providence as well as of grace, and will 
supply all your need. His are the kindly 
influences of heaven ; the rich produce of 
the soil ; the lower animals which minister 
to our comfort ; the hearts of the children 
of rnen which he opens as the means of 
dealing out his bounty to his own children ; 
that health which ministers enjoyment and 


energy in duty ; and to crown all our tem- 
poral comforts, that friendship which, like 
precious oil, soothes the pains, and miti- 
gates the anxieties of life, all are the gifts 
of Jesus to his people. “ \Ye have not a 
high priest who cannot be touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities.” 

2. Those w’ho doubt their interest in 
Christ are here encouraged. Your very 
sorrow is a hopeful symptom. It is well 
that you feel j^our unworthiness ; and in- 
stead of making it an argument against 
coming to Christ, use it as a strong argu- 
ment to lay vigorous hold of him. Come 
to Christ as you are, guilty, polluted, and 
miserable. Submit to the righteousness, 
and cherish the grace of the Saviour. 
Live by faith on the Son of God, who gave 
himself for you. 

3. This subject speaks home to those 
who arc as yet totally destitute of divine 
grace. These are of two classes, the hypo- 
critical and self-deceived. The hypocrite 
knows that he is not what he pretends to 
be. Yet notwithstanding your aggravated 
guilt, you arc invited to the Saviour ; and 
coming to him by faith, you are assured of 
a gracious reception. 

Let the seif-deceiver open his eyes to 
his true state and character. You say you 
repent ; but yours is a legal repentance, 
which consists in a dread of the divine 
wrath, and of the misery to which sin ex- 
poses you ; but such a repentance is not 
the gift of the gracious Saviour. It is the 
very essence of enmity against God — the 
dictate of unbelief, and presents an apology 
for the continued commission of sin. Such 
a sorrow works death ; and is quite charac- 
teristic of the unrenewed man. Repen- 
tance unto life, on the other hand, is the 
tear that drops from the eye of faith — that 
sorrow which flows from a believing view 
of the atonement of Christ, and of the evil 
of sin, as manifested in the cross ; and is 
recognised to be genuine only by the fruits 
of holiness which result from it. You 
stumble at the truth, because you do not 
love it ; and, therefore, you ought to pre- 
sent no apology for your ignorance. But 
despair not. Christ is exalted to enlighten, 
purify, quicken, and save the most aban- 
doned. Saul was breathing out threaten- 
ing and slaughter when Jesus apprehended 
him by his grace. “ Hearken unto me, ye 
that are stout-hearted, and that arc far from 
I righteousness, behold J bring near my 
I righteousness, and my salvation shall not 
; tarry.” — Amen. 
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“ Be not partaker of other merts sins : keep thyself pure ." — 1 Tim. v. 17. 


I HAVE always, brethren, considered this 
as a very serious and trying subject, yet 
very important to be understood and prac- 
tically applied. The charge or caution, “ Be 
not partaker of other men’s sins : keep thy- 
self pure,” was addressed primarily to Timo- 
thy, a minister of the Gospel ; and, like the 
words of our Lord, “ Ye are the salt of the 
earth, and the lights of the world,” no doubt 
has a special and peculiarly strong applica- 
tion to those invested with the pastoral 
oflBce ; but it is evidently applicable, so far ^ 
to every member of the Church and to every 
individual. As in the Lord’s sermon on 
the mount, the description, “ Ye are the 
salt of the earth : but if the salt have lost his 
savour, wherewith shall it be salted ? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast 
out, and to be trodden under foot of men,” 
follows after the beatitude, and applies to 
the same characters ; so the caution, “ Not 
to be partaker of other men’s sins,” in the 
Apostle’s address to Timothy, must be 
attended to by every one who would not 
incur the penalty of sin, or who w'ould 
secure the blessing of those who do good 
as they have opportunity 

I propose to set before you, in the first 
place, the duty here stated as obligatory; 
and, secondly, the several ways in which 
guilt of participation in other men’s sins 
may be incurred. 

I. The duty, “ Not to be partaker of 
other men’s sins,” is to be shortly set forth. 

Sin is a transgression of God's law'. It 
is the guilt of an individual rebelling against 
God, consenting to the infringement of his 

VoL. V.— No. 180. 


holy will and law, or actually transgressing 
his law'. It is described in our Shorter 
Catechism) as either a want of conformity 
to God’s daw, i. e., the not according cheer- 
fully and fully with its holy and excellent 
spirit and tenor ; or, a positive violation 
of its express enactment. Now, the want 
of love to our neighbour, the neglect to 
wish and to do what tends to promote his 
good, both temporally and spiritually, is sin, 
as well as the actual and positive saying or 
doing what is injurious to his reputation, or 
person, or property, or spiritual benefit. 
Yet it is too generally supposed by the 
thoughtless part of mankind, that they have 
no connexion, more or less, with the sins 
of others. They say, “We have sins enough 
of our own to answer for, w ithout burdening 
ourselves with those of our neighbours. 
Every man must answer for himself. If 
others are led to sin by our example, they 
have only themselves to blame ; for we 
never set ourselves up as examples, or 
claimed to be models, much less to be in- 
fallible.” Now, here there are evidently 
several great errors in reasoning, w'hich 
require a change of heart, still more than 
of the head, to correct. We are intimately 
connected with each other in society. No 
man can possibly live so privately and ob- 
scurely as to have no connexion with others, 
or any influence on their conduct or happi- 
ness. If any one should so declare himself, 
this of itself would be sinful — a criminal 
dereliction of duty — a neglecting to do his 
part as a rational creature under the law of 
loving his neighbour. Were others to act 
2 C 
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in the same way, how could society hold 
together? How could the golden rule be 
ol^rved? frbow wld our Lord’s ptaver, 
in many ^ its petitions, be presented or 
fulfilled? To love our neighbour as our- 
selves, comes next to the first command- 
ment, and is like it, and it comes very soon 
into operation. Every one has a neighbour, 
nay, has many with whom he comes more 
or less into contact. A great part of the 
law of God in the Decalogue, even six out 
of the ten, regard our neighbour’s claims 
upon us. The apostle James’s definition of 
“ pure religion, and undefiled,” selects 
“ visiting the afflicted and the widows,” as 
one of its appropriate expressions, along 
with an unspotted course of life.” James 
i. 27. And now large a portion of moral 
philosophy, and of the most approved books 
of law and of equity, refer to the mutual 
duties between man and man. Besides, few 
offences against the law of God, or against 
ourselves, can be viewed or described as 
quite distinct from any connexion with the 
sins of others. In the case of every indi- 
vidual, there is every day, nay, every hour, 
almost in every word and act, an influence 
exerted more or less on the state of others, 
cither favourable or unfavourable. When 
we hear this, and think upon it, we almost 
tremble at ourselves, and are afraid to move 
or act, lest we should go wrong, and not 
only sin ourselves, but tempt others to sin. 
But so long as we feel so sensitively alive 
to our dangers, we are in a great measure 
secured against the evil. In this sense. 
Blessed is the man who feareth always.” 
It is right to cultivate such anxiety. It is 
good to remember, that we are of some 
importance, and that what we do is not in- 

X ificant or without influence one way or 
T. Oh ! that we all may feel more 
deeply and habitually our responsibility, 
and that we may be kept from being acces- 
sory, either Erectly or indirectly, to the 
sins of others ! It will be highly fit, and 
for our own benefit, as well as for that of 
others, that we now proceed, 

II. To point out some of the ways in 
which it may be said one is “ partaker of 
another man’s sins.” 

1st Indirectly we are partaker of others 
sin^ when we do not use the influence, 
which we might and gj-ight to exert, in dis- 
^ „ COUDiejaapcii^m^^^en public characters, 
for example mfigmrates and ministers, do 
PJit in force the law of the land and of 
the Churdi against offbndera ; when trr^pi- 


larities are committed in public houses— > 81 ^ 
for example, when the Lord’s day is pro- 
Ihned i» such houses, as is often the case, 
and the offenders are not bremght to punish- 
ment by fine or forfeiture of license ; when, 
in the case of ministers and church sessions, 
no notice is taken of the Sabbath-breakers, 
the neglecter of ordinances, the intemperate, 
the swearer, or absentee from ordinances, 
and when irreligion is not openly and de- 
cidedly discountenanced. Guilt is incurred 
in neglecting to acknowledge God as the 
only true God, and the Lord Jesus as King 
and Lord of all ; and the vice, ignorance, 
and irreligion, which prevail among the 
young and the uninstructed, for w hom no 
provision has been made, either of school, 
or of church, or of pastoral inspection, the 
crimes of the unhappy individuals, who are 
thus left to follow their own evil ways, will 
most certainly be laid at the door of the 
influential and responsible members of so- 
ciety, who ought, as in duty bound, to see 
that none be allowed to grow up in igno- 
rance of laws, divine and human. And if 
the watchman fails to give w'arning of sin 
and of danger ; if instruction, public and 
private, by Catechism and by preaching, is 
neglected ; or, if, the strain of instruction, 
and the mode in which it is conveyed, is 
not adapted to the capacity of the hearers ; 
if the hearers are addressed in an almost 
unknown tongue, instead of hearing the 
wmrd of truth and of sound instruction ; if 
the trumpet utters an uncertain sound, in- 
stead of giving fair and clear warning, the 
sin of the careless and culpable violater of 
God’s word and ordinance will, in part, be 
laid to the account of such unfaithful or 
remiss watchmen. In like manner, teach- 
ers of youth, parents, masters, and mis- 
tresses, who have young and inexperienced 
persons under their care, whom God and 
reason call on them to attend to and instruct, 
who yet give themselves no trouble about 
their charge, but leave every one to do what 
is right in his own eyes, provided only pro- 
perty or life is not directly injured, and 
whose only care is to get work out of their 
servants, and to make gain of their services, 
such do, though indirectly, yet really and 
seriously, participate in the sins of such 
neglected creatures. Alas I too few even 
of professing Christians know as they ought 
what responsibility they are under, and how 
great is the guilt of neglecting souls I 
2d. That you are a partaker of others 
i gins when you do not prevent their sins} 
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when a word of advice or a remonstrance 
from you, or some punishment or censure 
mijfht prevent, arrest, or cure the evil ; or 
when a small help or seasonable counte- 
nance would bring a neighbour, a friend, out 
of a dangerous or ensnaring situation, and 
you withhold that aid. When you could 
bring a person out of the ditch, so to speak, 
by a little exertion, by some little sacrifice 
of time, or of ease, or of gratification, and 
you will not do it, you certainly indirectly^ 
yet truly ^ are a “ partaker of another’s sins.’* 

It is granted that it is very difficult to 
servo some people — very difficult to be of 
any use to them,; and that advice to some 
is like casting pearls before swine, or to tell 
a story to the deaf ; to reason with an un- 
reasonable being ; to attempt to advise the 
headstrong ; to bind the winds in our fists ; 
to transform a man from being rude, and 
thoughtless, and ungodly, to become civil, 
and considerate, and godly, is indeed very 
difficult, yet not impossible. The neglect- 
ing to use the means which are first of all 
lawful in themselves, and which promise to 
be useful, or which have any the least like- 
lihood or probability of doing any good, 
cannot be viewed as free of blame, or of all 
participation in others sins ; for we are not 
to suffer sin in a brother. We are all, alas I 
blameworthy in this respect, losing many an 
opportunity through culpable sloth, through 
shamefacedness or false delicacy, or through 
fear of loss of favour, or being too prudent, 
that is, too indolent and self-indulgent to 
do duty faithfully and boldly ; or, it may 
be, if the duty is attempted, it may be de- 
feated of its aim by the improper spirit and 
manner in which it is conducted. Thus 
many a golden opportunity has been ne- 
glected or frustrated ; and w e, at least indi^ 
rectlyj yet really and culpably, have shared 
in the sins which w'e have not at least 
endeavoured to arrest and to prevent. 

3d. Indirectly, yet really, you hinder a 
good work which you do not promote, or 
you partake of the sin, and cause the sin in 
part which you do not assist in preventing 
and quashing. When, for example, a per- 
son in a public station, occupying the status 
of one wffio has it in his power, and is justly 
expected to take a lead in every good work, 
yet neglects to make himself acquainted 
with such good w'ork, as the church and 
society demand to be fostered and encour- 
aged, and neglects to make others acquaint- 
ed with the same, such an individual is 
doubtless, to a certtdn extent, answerable 


for preventing or retarffiag the good which 
othmvise migiit have been done, had such 
clmxns been considered and brought for- 
ward, and which another, if in his pl^, 
might have greatly promoted- It is not 
sufficiently considered how' much good is 
prevented by a public character ^i^ing to 
bring forw ani the claims of religion and of 
charity at proper times and seasons. The 
people may truly say they “ knew it not,” 
and therefore have not had the pleasure and 
the advantage of aiding in some good cause, 
the aiding of which would have Improved 
their owm minds and hearts^ and given 
them the honour of being “ workers toge- 
ther with God,” and of being benefactors 
to society. The fear of being culpable in. 
this way has often, I acknowledge, led me 
to announce to you, my brethren, certain 
meetings, and to appoint certain collections, 
which some, I believe, have esteemed an 
injury, and a kind of attempt to rob them ; 
while the obligation pressed on my owm 
mind is not to conceal what I know, or to 
deprive you of the opportunity of joining 
in works of Christian charity, by which God 
might be honoured, society benefited, and 
yourselves in the best sense advantaged. 

The preventing of good by not moving 
in a good cause, w hen no other in the place 
can do the w'ork which we neglect, is a 
serious consideration, but whidi too seldom 
is allowed its proper w’eight. When, for 
example, duties are not done because those 
who ought, it may be, cannot discharge 
them, through want of method, or enter- 
pise, or strength, but which another might, 
with some encouragement, accomplish ; 
surely the omission, and consequences of 
that omission, may be, at least to a certain 
extent, imputable to the withholding what 
is meet, or to the not calling forth the aid 
of others who, w^re the case known, and 
its urgency set forth, might provide what 
was needful for accomplishing the object. 
The vast disproportion, which has been 
allowed to increase, betwixt the number of 
the teachers, and the number of subjects of 
teaching — betwixt pastors, and the extent 
of parish bounds, and of the numbers to be 
properly w^atched over, and which dispo- 
portion has been one of the melancholy 
causes of the present degraded state of oup 
parishes. Doubtless, the guilt of this must 
be laid at some door, or rather at mwe 
than one door. A professedly chmtian 
and protestant government is culpable 
which allowed such a state of thmgs to 
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exist, wititout devising^ any remedy. Those active benevolence for prevention or cuio 
landhcdders, too, who instead of seeing the Surely you cannot hold yourselves guiltless 
duty, and wishing to provide means of in this matter. If I do not take advantage 
instruction, have generally done what they of the tide setting in against the dreadful 
could to shift it from themselves ; the evil, I work in opposite interest — I throw 
Church, as a body, in not making louder, the weight of my influence into the opposite 
and more urgent, and more frequent de- scale. If I speak against intemperance in 
mands ; the people, who have not felt the strong drink, and yet countenance not those 
evil as they ought, nor called, nor petitioned, who are associated for its arrestment and 
nor offered to do any thing to remedy it, extermination, I am like a person in a 
but have ceased to desire the bread of life, boat looking one way, and rowing in 
and made want of accommodation an apology another. In short, when so many are point- 
for absence ; and individuals in office of the ing in the direction of reform in this parti- 
ministry, who, though conscious that duties cular, all hands should be at work, all sails 
have been neglected, have satisfied them- set, and a stress made to gain the harbour, 
selves with doing little, because they could Let none of us be a dead weight, or keep 
not do all, and have not made any exertion, back any from making their escape from 
or practised any self-denial in providing the maddening, impoverishing, degrading, 
more ample means of religious instruction, soul-destroying sin of intemperance, 
must all bo blamed. It has been truly said, | 4. You are a partaker oi another man’s 

that to the withholding or putting out of feln when you take advantage of it for your 
a light-house, is justly ascribed the cause own gratification or profit. When, for ex- 
of all the shipwrecks which ensue in conse- ample, though you do not drink to excess 
quence. The want of a sufficient number yourselves, you make gain ofy and are aid- 
of labourers in a field, or of the crew on ing in, promoting instead of hindering the 
board a vessel for working and navigating, drinking of others ; when, though you do 
would certainly be allowed to be the cause not smuggle yourselves, you yet purchase 
of the unproductiveness of the one, and of or use the smuggled and illicit commodity ; 
the misery and loss of the other. Most when, though you do not steal, you receive 
assuredly, then, those are “ partakers of the stolen goods. These are very plain 
other men’s sins” who, having it in their and undeniable instances of participation in 
power to alleviate or to cure the evils of [other’s sins ; and yet, alas! how many have 
ignorance and irreligion, allow these to go gone on in such practices, particularly in 
on without any effectual means of proven- '‘encouraging the evasion of duties, which is 
tion or cure. I just "in other words, stealing from the ex- 

Under this head of partaking in men’s | chequer, and throwing additional duties on 
sins by not preventing them, and of hinder - 1 others, and ruining the honest trader, and 
ing good by not forwarding the cause, I am assisting in carrying on a trade which, of 
led to notice the laudable endeavour to all others, is the most hardening and 
arrest the plague of indulgence in intoxi- degrading! — for the smuggler follows daily, 
eating liquors, which indulgence has made on Sunday and Saturday, as we say, by 
such frightful progress, and which every day and by night, a system and life of 
circuit marks as the most prolific source of’ , deceit and falsehood, always on the 
crime. When systematic and combined prowl, always skulking ; neither giving 
attempts are making to introduce a change God Iiis due, nor Caesar his due — a liar, 
of customs in this respect, to discounte- a cheat, a Sabbath-breaker ; readier every 
nance, and to wear out many of the absurd, day for more desperate deeds; in a fury 
sinful, and pernicious usages of society, in of agitation and alarm ; a passion more 
regard to udent spirits, which have almost and more insensible to all religious and 
from our infancy trained us to the use of moral obligation. Nows those who take the 
stimulants, and thus contributed to make fruit of such men’s dealings, and employ 
us by degrees a nation of drunkards ; when, their skill and their hands, do uphold their 
instead of joining the band who are at- sinful and unlawful doings. And yet, we 
tempting a great reform, and by specific have known even those who should have 
means of giving up the use themselves, and executed the laws, and those who should 
J^^^raging it in others, you discredit have been the most examplary in obeying 
A propose no other means, them — w e have knowm such guilty of being 

do little or nothing in the same field oi‘ 1 art and part in carrying on such illicit 
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traffic. Surely such cannot be guiltless, out 
are chargeable with no slight participation 
in the sin of the unhappy smuggler ; nay, 
may be viewed as worse than he, as having 
far less temptation, and as possessing far 
more advantages to education and religious 
opportunities. How serious is the consi- 
deration that such renegades and outcasts 
from society should have it to say, that 
they were led on, and encouraged in their 
dangerous and fatal career by some of the 
most respected members of a community ? 
Surely much sin has been committed in this 
way, most inconsiderately, and yet not, there- 
fore, without much blame deservedly attach- 
ing, and serious reckoning on a future day ! 

5th. You partake of another’s sins, when 
ou set a bad example. It is well known 
ovv one follows another in society. Just 
as the footsteps of a very few, or even of 
one, over a held which has been lately 
ploughed, immediately induces others to 
follow, so that in a very short time the road 
becomes quite patent, so that no one almost 
hesitates to take it; so it is in regard to 
innumerable cases of practice among men, 
oven when very questionable, if not posi- 
tively unlawful. If such a one walks through 
the fields on the Sunday, why may not I ? 
If another thinks it enough to attend church 
once a -day, or only once a-fortnight, why 
may not I do the same ? If such a one 
aits a certain length of time at a feast, why 
should I rise sooner, or why not tarry some- 
what longer? If an elderly person does 
such and such things, why should a young 
person scruple ? If a professor of religion 
does certain things, why should not I, who 
make no great profession ? If a minister 
or an elder does this and the other thing, 
much more may I, who am neither. If 
grey hairs are consistent with levity, surely 
the young and the sprightly may go almost 
any length in “the cup, or in the song, or in 
the revel. Thus do sinners often reason 
foolishly. Oh I let us remember our respon- 
sibility for the example we set. Especially 
/lave respect to the youngs and beware of 
saying, or doing any thing in their com- 
pany which has even the appearance of 
evil ! lest you not only be guilty of partak- 
ing of their sins, but even incur the guilt of 
leading them into the ways of folly, and of 
sin, and of ruin. 

6th. The highest degree of participation 
in other’s sins, is by positive influence. 
Are there any such aggravated cases ? 
Yes, most assuredly there arc who sit in 
the chair of the scorner, w ho press others 


to participate in excess, who laugh at their 
scruples, who taunt and mock their sobriety, 
and, it may be, mingle jeers at religion and 
the Bible with their licentious merriment. 
Such are causes of much evil in society; 
they are a public pest; corrupters of youth ; 
and Jeroboam-like, have “ made others to 
sin.” This is the highest aggravation of 
the oflence which the text guards against, 
the most heinous instance of partaking in 
other’s sins; nay, it is rather a heading 
and ringleading in iniquity. The severest 
punishment awaits such, if they repent not ; 
and, if they do repent^ assuredly it will 
cause to them the severest reflection, that 
they have been thus the cause, or the pro- 
moters of evils which they cannot repair. 
Such should realize the ruin of many in 
reputation, in health, in body and soul, 
beyond reckoning, which may be justly 
attributed, more or less, to their ensnaring 
and corrupting example. 

These latter illustrations, indeed, may be 
referred to the head of more positive, pre- 
sumptuous, and heinous transgressions, than 
properly belongs to mere participation of 
others’ sins; and the inference may most 
fairly be drawm, if merely to partake in 
others’ sins is dangerous and culpable, and 
ought, by all means, to bo shunned, how- 
much more should we shudder at the 
thought of being “ children that are cor- 
rupters,” (Isaiah i.) — the causes of others’ 
sins, as principals and instigators? It is 
not easy, nor, indeed, is it almost possible 
to draw the line betwixt the guilt of part- 
ne?ship in sin, and that of being the chief 
prompters and leaders in it. It is safest 
and best to avoid the solution of this ques- 
tion, by kee})ing at the utmost distance 
from every species or degree of sinful 
language or conduct, by studying to keep 
conscience void of offence, by being simple 
concerning evil ; nay, by studying to walk 
circumspectly and exemplarily as the chil- 
dren of God, without rebuke. Especially, 
be careful and solicitous not to bo in any 
way partakers of other men’s sins, but keep 
yourselves pure. 

Well may we, in the review of such a 
subject as this, adopt the prayer of the 
Psalmist in confession and fervent petition : 
” Who can understand his errors ? O cleanse 
thou me from secret faults. Keep back 
thy servant also from all presumptuous sins ; 
let them not have dominion over me : so 
shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent 
from the great transgression.” Psalm 
xix. 12. 13. 


2 C 2 
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POPERYj 

A SEBMON FRECHED ON THURSDAY, S3D JULY. I8»^ 

By the Rev. J. ANDERSON, 

Heleniburgb. 


" So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness : and I saw a woman sit 
upon a scarlet-coloured heasttJuU of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and 
ten horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked 
with gold, and precious stones, and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, full of 
abominations and filthiness of her fornications : and upon her forehead was a name 
written. Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and Abomina- 
tions OF THE EARTH. And I SOW the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, 
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus : and when I saw her, I wondered with 
great admiration:'— xvii. 3—6. 


In discoursing from these words, we pro- 
pose to make a few observations on popery, 
its doctrines, principles, worship, govern- 
ment, and spirit. In prosecuting this de- 
sign, wc shall endeavour to establish the 
following things ; — 

I. That the Church of Rome is unscrip- 
tural in her doctrines. 

II. Immoral in her principles. 

III. Idolatrous in her worship. 

IV. Blasphemous and despotic in her 
government, 

V. Sanguinary in her spirit. 

I. That the Church of Rome is unscrip- 
tural in her doctrines. 

Brethren, you have the word of God in 
your hands. Do you find it written there, 
that the Church of Rome is the mother 
and mistress of all other churches ? That the 
Pope is the head of the Church, Christ’s 
vicar, and God's vicegerent on earth, in- 
vested with all power, civil and spiritual, in 
the exercise of which he is absolute, and 
irresponsible and infallible ? That in the 
Loras Supper there is offered up an actual 
propitiatory sacrifice for sin ? And that in 
this ordinance the elements of bread and 
wine are transubstantiated into the body 
and blood, soul and divinity, of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ? And that the same 
worship is to be paid to these elements that 
IS paid to God ? That there are seven sacra- 
ments in the New Testament, viz., baptism, 
confirmation, the eucharist, penance, ex- 
treme unction, orders, and marriage? And 
that these are all equally holy ordinances, 
instituted by Christ, whereby grace is con- 
ferred ? That there is a purgatory, in whose 
wasting fires departed souls are doomed to 
wa^er for years or centuries, according to 
their sins? That saints and angels are objects 


of religious worship? That it is lawful to make 
and worship images of saints, and angels, 
and of God ? That sins arc of two kinds, 
venial and mortal, and that venial sins are 
not deserving of death ? That the Scri ptures 
are insufficient, w'ithout tradition, which 
tradition is of equal authority with the 
Scripture, as a rule of faith and manners ? 
That the Apocrypha is part of the inspired 
canon ? That it is not lawful for the people 
to read the Scriptures ? That, in order to 
obtain the forgiveness of sins, confession of 
sins must be made to a priest, who in that 
act is in the stead of God ? That man has a 
free will previous to the operations of grace ? 
That penance, the nature and amount of 
which is to be determined by the priest, is 
a condition of salvation ? That justification 
is not by faith alone, but by works also ? 
And that whosoever holds the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone, deserves to be 
accursed? That ministers ought not to mar- 
ry? And that in order to qu^ify themselves 
for the holy ministry, yea, as an absolute 
condition, they must come under an oath of 
celibacy? That public prayers are to be 
made in an unknown tongue ? That there is 
spiritual efficacy in sprinklings with holy 
or consecrated water, in w'earing crucifixes, 
and in making the sign of the cross ? That 
vows of perpetual retirement from the world 
into nunneries and monasteries are agree- 
able to the Word of God ? That out of the 
pale of the Church of Rome there is no sal- 
vation ? 

Do you find doctrines like these in the 
Word of God? No! you answer, we do 
not. These, however, are the doctrines of 
the Church of Rome — doctrines which, with 
a blasphemous effrontery peculiar to herself, 
and wnich is not the least of her crimes, she 
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pretendg to have drawn from the Scriptures ; 
and which, as the actual and veritable doc- 
trines of the Bible, she has palmed on the 
credulity of mankind. But if these doc- 
trines, contained in her creeds and confes- 
sions, are not to be found in the Word of 
God, but doctrines exactly the reverse, what 
is the inference which we are free, nay, 
forced to draw ? It is most obviously this, 
that the religion of popery is not the reli- 
gion of the Bible ; that though Christian in 
form, it is antichristian in fact. We say 
Christian in form, and this, though truly 
antichristian, it is; for, as has been well 
and wisely remarked, such is the infernal 
device of the papacy. This deepest con- 
ception, this mightiest achievement of Satan, 
that while it contains the whole canon of 
truth in appearance, it yet contrives to 
teach, and does teach, nothing but error. 
While it admits the whole revelation of 
light, it is yet a system of foul, pestilent, and 
total darkness, thus fit and ample a net it is 
for catching men ; no partial error framed 
out of mystic imaginations, or out of the 
proud arguments of reason, or out of the 
licentiousness of the will, but a stupendous 
deception, and universal counterfeit of truth; 
truth in show, but error in substance ; from 
heaven in form, but in fact from the lowest 
hell ; a system in which the w'ord of truth 
and promise is kept to the eye and the ear, 
but broken to the heart and the hope of 
man. 

Such is the first charge we have to 
prefer against the Church of Rome ! This 
charge we do not think it necessary to sub- 
stantiate by the production of proof, or by 
the process of argument ; for if these doc- 
trines be the doctrines of the Church of 
Rome, and that they are so, we appeal to 
her creeds and confessions ; then are her 
doctrines so obviously, so plainly, and pal- 
pably, and so positively unscnptural, that 
any attempt to prove them so by lengthened 
and laborious proof, nay, by the most short- 
hand way of determining points of this 
kind, quotations from Scripture, would not 
only be a w aste of w^ords, but an insult to 
your understandings. At all events, it 
would be most unnecessary. You are in 
possession of the Word of God ; to it we 
appeal for the truth of what we have said, 
and to it we refer you for the truth of what 
we would have you believe. In this matter, 
though you w'ere but children in under- 
standing and in age, we w'ould feel as if we 
were speaking to wise men. The issue we 


would be content to leave in your hand. 
“ We speak then as to wise men ; judge ye 
what we say.” 

II. Immoral in her principles. 

When we assert that the principles of 
the Church of Rome afe immoral, we do 
not mean to assert that they are so merely 
in their tendency. This is the tendency even 
of her doctrines; for of an unscnptural 
doctrine, the tendency is necessarily immo- 
ral. In BO far, then, as the Church of 
Rome has poisoned the fountain of truth; 
she has poisoned the streams of morality 
which flow from that fountain. Does she 
teach, for example, as in the doctrine of 
purgatory, that guilt may be expiated, and 
noliness attained after death ? Who does 
not see that the tendency of this doctrine 
is to destroy the necessity of seeking and 
securing pardon and purity here? Does 
she teach that some sins do not deserve 
death? What is this but to hold out an 
inducement to commit these sins? Does 
she teach that penance is repentance ? 
What is this but to destroy, not only con- 
viction that repentance is necessary, but to 
destr^ repentance itself? Does she teach 
that Christ has committed to the Church 
the power of indulgences ; in other words, 
the power of discharging from the tempo* 
ral punishments of sin, not only in this 
world, but in purgatory, and that indulgen- 
ces may be purchased with money ? Is not 
the direct tendency of this doctrine to en- 
courage those who believe it to commit sin ? 
And who does not know that indulgences 
have been bought, not only for sins that 
were committed, but for sins about to ba 
committed ? 

For holding doctrines like these, popery 
is to be held, not only as an unscriptural, 
but an immoral system. On these accounts, 
the mystical Babylon may be represented 
as the habitation of devils; the hold of 
every foul spirit ; a cage of every unclean 
andf hateful bird. But it is not only of the 
tendency of her doctrines and principles 
that we now speak ; we speak of her prin- 
ciples themselves : these we declare to be 
immoral. Among the various orders of the 
Church of Rome — orders that have been 
instituted to propagate its tenets, and pro* 
mote its interests — one, as is well known, 
was the order of the Jesuits. The histonr 
of this dreadful order of men, and of their 
gigantic conspiracy against the liberties and 
lives of mankind, it is not our intention to 
give. Suffice it to say, the avowed object 
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of this iociety was to extend and to defend 
the Church of Rome, to whose head a vow 
of implicit obedience was taken by all its 
members, that whatever he required them 
to believe, they would believe; and that 
whatever he required them to do, they 
would do; mind of their own they were 
not to have, nor will, but were to be an 
instrument in the hand of the Church, to 
be used by her at her will— a sort of papal 
police whose jurisdiction was to extend 
over the whole world, and the end of whose 
jurisdiction was to subdue that world, its 
ultars and its thrones, its princes and iis 
people— all they were, and all they had, 
beneath the authority of the papal see. 

Instead, however, of occupying your 
time and attention with the history of Jesu- 
itism, let us proceed to consider what con- 
cerns us more — the morality of the Jesuits. 
In the code of Jesuit morality, the leading 
doctrine was what has since been called the 
doctrine of probabilism. This doctrine 
provides and pronounces, that in the con- 
flict of two opinions, one of which is the 
more probable and suitable to the moral 
law, and the other is the more favourable 
to private personal desires and purposes, 
the doubter is held justifiable in adopting 
the more convenient side, that is, the opi- 
nion most favourable to his own private 
purposes. The leading feature of this 
doctrine, is evidently the adaptation and 
subordination of all principle to expediency, 
the convenience of the party, place and time, 
A doctrine,” says an able anonymous 
writer, “ so monstrous, and opening so vast 
a channel for all kinds of iniquity, the esta- 
blishment of which Would palpably break 
down at once all the barriers of the moral 
w orld, make law, religion, and the general 
conventional honesty of mankind a bur- 
lesque, leaving all things at the mercy of 
a prejudiced understanding, or a corrupted 
conscience, might be considered at first 
sight, as a moral impossibility.” .The 
grossness of a doctrine, however, does not 
always imply its exclusion from either the 
iheoTy or practice of a criminal age. The 
heinousness of the charge against Jesuitism, 
is no evidence against its truth. And there 
is tremendous proof that whatever may be 
the guilt of the principle, it has been sus- 
tained by the guilt of the practice. 

Of Jesuitic morality let us notice the fol- 
lowing instances ; — In their creeds, confes- 
sions, and other works of authority, we find 
such doctrines propounded as these 


1. That clergymen are not subject to 
secular princes. 

2. That a man proscribed and outlawed 
by a temporal prince, may not be killed out 
of his territories; but that a man who is 
proscribed by the Pope, may be killed in 
any part of the world,«because his jurisdic- 
tion extends over all. 

3. That considering justice simply in 
itself, a judge may lawfully take a sum of 
money to give sentence for which of the 
parties he pleases, when both have equal 
right. 

4. That according to a probable opinion, 
deciding that a tax imposed upon merchan- 
dise is not just, it is lawful for a man to 
use false weights ; and that if he be charged 
with so doing, he may deny it by oath, 
making use of equivocal expressions when 
he is brought upon interrogatories before a 
judge. 

5. That a son who lives with his father, 
may exact a certain recompense for his ser- 
vices ; and that in case his father refuse to 
give him any, he may, with a safe con- 
science, steal from his father. 

6. That he who has a will to command 
all the venial sins that arc, does not sin 
mortally. 

7. That if an infidel find any thing of 
probability in his religion, he is not obliged 
to renounce it, and embrace the Christian 
religion. 

8. That in order to receive remission of 
sins, it is not necessary that a man at the 
point of death should have a desire, if God 
w’ere to spare him, of reforming his life ; 
and that by the absolution of the priest, he 
may obtain remission of sins, though he be 
in such a state of mind as to be confident, 
that if he w'ere to recover, he would neither 
confess his sins, nor forsake them. 

9. That it is lawful to swear with a men- 
tal reservation ; that to make use of amphi- 
bology, that is, a double meaning in swear- 
ing, is committing no wrong, and not always 
perjury ; for that only is a lie which is in 
opposition to the thoughts of the speaker 
himself, as he is only obliged to make his 
w'ords accord with his own thoughts, and 
not with those of his hearers ; whoever, 
therefore, makes use of words of a double 
meaning, cannot be said to speak against 
his own thoughts, because he only takes 
these words in his own sense ; what he says, 
therefore, is no lie, and consequently, it is 
not wTong, speaking thus, the lie alone con- 
stituting the wrong. To illustrate this by 
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an example : if a prisoner be asked whether 
he have committed the crime he stands ac- 
cused of, he may safely deny it, provided 
he means that he had not committed it 
since he was in prison ; or if he is asked 
about his accomplices, he may deny having 
had any, provided he himself means only 
those crimes he has committed alone. 

10. That it is not a mortal sin for minis- 
ters to preach out of vain glory. 

11. That it is not a mortal sin to accept 
a challenge, and to kill the challenger. 

1 2. That servants who are not content 
with their w'ages, may advance them them- 
selves by filching and purloining as much 
from their masters as they imagine neces- 
sary to make their wages proportionable 
to their services. 

13. That if your enemy has some inten- 
tion of doing you an injury, you may put 
him to death, not out of hatred, but to pre- 
vent the injury. 

14. That it is lawful for the member of a 
religious order to kill his detractor, or one 
who threatens to divulge the scandalous 
crimes of his community, when there is no 
means left to prevent him from doing it; 
for if it is lawful to kill a man who would 
take away our life, it is equally lawful to 
kill a man who would take aw’ay our 
honour. 

15. That a bankrupt may retain as much 
of his goods, as may enable him to live 
handsomely. 

16. That we may lawfully take that 
whieh we believe would be given us, if it 
were asked ; nor are w’e bound to make 
restitution of it, though w e w ere to discover 
that it would not. 

17. That the revolt of a cleric against a 
king is not high treason, because he is not 
the subject of a king. 

18. That subjects are not bound to obey 
princes whp have rejected the Catholic 
faith. 

19. That the most criminal action cannot 
offend God, nor be obnoxious to his justice, 
provided the perpetrator is unacquainted 
with God, or does not think of him at the 
moment. 

20. That if the primitive Christians did 
not depose the Roman emperor, it was 
because they had not sufficient power. 

Such are twenty instances of jesuit mora- 
lity I most of which we have taken from the 
Provincial Letters of Pascal. It has been 
said that Pascal, himself a papist, has dealt 
unfairly with the Jesuits and there is one 


sense in which it may be conceded that he 
has. — Their, principles he has charged 
upon the Jesuits, as if they alone were 
guilty of holding them ; whereas, they were 
held and practised by other orders, as well 
as the Jesuitic. So that it is not on the 
Jesuits only that the condemnation should 
fall, nor upon any individual order, but 
upon the Church of Rome herself, in whose 
service they were all equally engaged — that 
Church which adopted their lying legends, 
sanctioned their immoral principles, ap- 
plauded and rewarded their nefandous 
crimes. And w'hether it were to harden 
wicked hearts, or to pervert weak heads ; 
to plot against the lives of sovereigns, or 
the liberties of states ; to organize conspi- 
racies against the Protestants, or missions 
to the heathen ; to deceive the weak, or to 
destroy the strong ; to minister in the light, 
or to murder in the dark, sent them forth in 
her name, and on her w ork ! 

As to the doctrines themselves, examples 
of which we have now given — doctrines in 
which vice of every kind, sins against God, 
and crimes against man — theft, treason,, 
treachery, falsehood, perjury, and murder, 
are not only palliated, but in certain cir- 
cumstances actually enjoined, it is surely 
not necessary that we should dwell upon 
their character. 

Such are the principles which the code 
of jesuit morality contain ! and which, with 
guilty consistency, Jesuits have taught and 
practised ! such the immoral principles 
planted and propagated by an order of the 
Romish Church, several of whose establish- 
ments exist in our own country at this hour, 
exist not only by sufferance, but which, in 
rash contempt of all experience, and strange 
contempt of all consistency, though the 
enemies of morality and religion, and though 
the sworn enemies of our protestant cause 
and country, have actually been encouraged 
to fix an interest in British soil, and to pol- 
lute wdth the basest principles of popery, 
the borders of a land which w’e had hoped 
protestaritism had chosen for her own.* 

And if such be the principles of the Ro- 
mish Church, which, if w’e have “ wTit her 
annals true,*’ they are, are w’e not fully 
entitled to declare and to denounce her as 
an immoral Church ? immoral, not only in 
the tendency of her doctrines in weakening, 
as she does, the lofty and vigorous motives^ 
of the Gospel to holiness, in turning the 


♦ Foreign Review for 1828. 
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truth by which man is appointed to be sane* 
tided and saved, into “ a lie,** which, instead 
of sanctifying, pollutes ; instead of saving, 
destroys : immoral, not only in shutting 
up the fonntain which heaven has opened 
for sin and unclcanness: immoral, not only 
in the tendency of her institutions ; immo- 
ral, not only in her practices — practices at 
which she has not only winked and con- 
nived, but which she has created and 
cherished — but immoral in her principles. 
For, confounding, obscuring, and defying 
the law of God, wherever she has found it, 
whether written in the heart of man by the 
linger of nature, or on the tables of Moses, 
or the cross of Christ by the finger of 
revelation, she has propounded and propa- 
gated principles of her own, in which dark- 
ness is put for light, bitter for sweet ; and 
a strange pretence for the interests of 
^ood, her disciples are actually taught and 
trained to do evt/. On all these accounts, 
we ask again, are we not entitled to 
proclaim and to proscribe her as an immoral 
Church ? Thus is she described, and thus 
is she dealt with in the Word of God. 
Hence, in the representations of prophecy, 
she appears as a woman, having in her 
hand a golden cup, full of pollutions ; and 
hence the name, written on her brow, the 
indelible brand of her sin and shame, is 
not only Mystery of Iniquity, but Mo- 
ther of Abominations. 

Ill, Idolatrous in her worship. 

Nothing can be conceived more incon- 
sistent with the simple form of divine wor- 
ship, exemplified in the New Testament, 
and in the history of the primitive churches, 
than the ritual of the Romish Church. Had 
she been desirous of forming a ritual merely 
to please the natural taste of man, she could 
not have invented any thing better adapted 
for the end. In her solemn temples, her 
majestic altars, her sculptured shrines, her 
windows and walls covered with the most 
exquisite productions of the painter, the 
gorgeous raiment of her priests, the solemn 
trains in which they move, and the jewelled 
mitres wdiich they wear — the most awful 
verities of religion, pictured not only on 
the canvass, presented not only on the sculp- 
tured stone, but acted as on a stage ; the 
flow and the fall of music, in its sublimest ! 
strains and its sweetest varieties ; her con- 
secrated signs and mysterious symbols ; ^ 
and, in short, in the whole of her varied i 
ritual there is much that is fitted not only ! 
to please the eye, to woo the ear, and to 


rivet the attention, but to move the mind 
and melt the heart. Splendid, however, 
though her ritual be, it has this fatal fault. 
It is not scriptural, nor, indeed, is it ra- 
tional. Come we to the house of God to 
have our senses gratified and our natural 
tastes pleased with sweet sounds and with 
splendid shows ? How far, indeed, it may 
be proper to employ the art and device of 
man in the worship of God we do not in- 
quire. Certain it is they often defeat the 
end they are intended to subserve. Devo- 
tion is encumbered by the very splendour 
that surrounds her, and the incense wastes 
itself on the earth, that is vainly thought 
rises to heaven. In the worship of God 
it is written, “ Bodily service profiteth 
little.” Yes, brethren, little. The feel- 
ings may be excited, and the fancy may 
be gratified ; the worshipper may be moved 
to wonder, or melted to weep ; but what if 
the sinner has not been convinced of his 
sin and his misery ; if his mind has not been 
enlightened in the knowledge of Christ ; if 
his will has not been renewed ; if his affec- 
tions have not been sanctified ; if his heart 
has not been changed ? What if the altar, 
before which he worships, wonders, and 
weeps, be an altar to the unknown God ? 
What if Christ be not preached ; if God be 
not glorified ; if souls be not saved ? What 
will all avail? Yet, by arts and devices 
like these, by her splendid, but unscriptural 
ritual, something has been done. Alas! 
must we say, that to the Church of Rome 
that something is all.* Her temples arc 
crowded, the shrines are enriched, the 
church has her votaries, and the priest has 
his gains. But dare we to wish them joy 
at the number of the one, or the value of 
the other ? No. By these, indeed, they 
have gained the wonder and the wealth of 
the world ; but for that wonder and that 
wealth they have periled, yea, shipwrecked 
the souls of men. Well, however, for the 
Church of Rome were it if her worship w ere 
inconsistent only with the simplicity and 
spirituality of the New Testament Church. 
But it is worse ; it is idolatrous. Where- 
in does this appear ? It will appear if we 
consider the objects of her worship, and the 
mode of her worship. 

1. The objects of her worship. 

God only is the proper object of worship. 

« For tome excellent returln on this subjecst, see the 
’* Crawford Sermon,*' by the Rev. Mr. Munro, now of 
Mani^ester. 
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Him only. It is written, shall we serve. But 
does the Church of Rome worship other 
objects besides God ? It is undeniable that 
she does, and as undeniable that she teaches 
the duty of so doing. What are the objects 
she worships ? — smnts, and angels. To de- 
parted saints, to angels, her members ascribe 
the attributes of God. In them they repose 
the trust, which ought to be reposed in God 
only. From them they ask those blessings 
which God only can confer. All this they 
do in their prayers and invocations, ad- 
dressed to saints and angels. Of these 
prayers and invocations take the following 
as an example, which we have taken from a 
book of devotion, entitled a Manual of 
Prayer,” and which has the authoritative 
sanction of a popish bishop. It is termed 
a confite lor general confession, and runs 
thus : — 

“ I confess to Almighty God, to the 
blessed Mary, ever Virgin, to blessed Arch- 
angel, to blessed John the Baptist, to the 
holy Apostles, Peter and Paul, and to all 
the saints, that I have sinned exceedingly, 
in thought, word, and deed, through my 
fault, through my fault, through my fault ; 
therefore I beseech the blessed Mary, ever 
Virgin, blessed Michael, the Archangel, 
blessed John the Baptist, the holy Apostles, 
Peter and Paul, and all the saints, to pray to 
the Lord our God for me.” In this prayer you 
see, as has been properly observed, that the 
names of the Virgin Mary and all the saints 
are united with that of God himself 
in the very same act of devotion. Confes- 
sion of sin is here made to God and to the 
saints in the same words and in the same 
breath. Is not this grossly idolatrous ? 
What other language than this could wc 
expect men to use if they considered the 
saints as actually the partners of His throne ? 
You will observe farther, that in this con- 
fession of sins, in this prayer for forgiveness, 
the name of Christ is not so much as men- 
tioned ; that there is distinct mention made 
of the intercession of the saints; but of 
Christ’s none whatever, no more than if he 
did not live to make intercession, or if his 
intercession were of no value. Is not this 
impiety and idolatry of a gross and awful 
kind ? If, in the former part of this con- 
fession, the names of the saints are im- 
piously and idolatrously connected with 
that of God, is it not still more evident, that 
in the concluding part they are exalted into 
the place of the only Mediator Jesus Chrief^ 


who is actu^ly dethroned in order to make 
room for them 

Let us take another example ; — “ Protect 
us from our enemies, and receive us at the 
hour of death; grant us strength against 
our enemies ; loose the bands of the guilty ; 
bring light to the blind ; avert all evil from 
us ; demand all good for U8.”f To whom 
are these supplications addressed? to God? 
No ; to the Virgin Mary, and that too 
under the blasphemous titles of “ Mother of 
Mercy, and Mother of Grace.” Is not this 
idolatry? 

Nor are prayers addressed to saints and 
angels voc^ly, but mentally also. Is not 
this to ascribe to them the attributes of 
omnipresence and omniscience ? Is not this 
blasphemy? Thus, by asking them to do 
or to give in their behalf what God only 
can do or give, they ask them to exercise 
attributes absolutely divine ; while, to pre- 
serve consistency, they invest with the attri- 
butes of the Deity the creatures whose 
presence they invoke, and whose aid they 
implore. We are aware, that, to evade a 
charge, the awfulness of which they dare 
not deny, the Romanists have invented a 
distinction of worship into supreme and 
subordinate. The distinction is absurd ; 
nor is there more propriety in the phrase, 
subordinate worship, than there would be 
in that of a subordinate God. Miserable 
evasion ! when, to avoid the appearance 
of idolatry, we are forced to rush into abso- 
lute absurdity. Thus do we fasten tlie 
charge of idolatry on the Church of Rome ; 
for thus does she worship the creature more 
than the Creator, who is God over all, 
blessed for ever ; nor consider only the 
objects of her worship, but the mode of her 
worship by images. That she practises and 
enjoins image- worship, that is the worshij) 
of the image, has been denied. But grant 
that she does not worship the image, but 
the person whom the image is intended to 
represent, yet this defence, even if true, 
would not save her from the crime and the 
charge of idolatry ? for observe, 

1. The making an image of any thing in 
heaven above, or on earth beneath, and 
above all, of God, is absolutely forbidden. 

2. The worshipping of God by an image 

* See Protestant Journal. 

f For additional examples, see Dr. Bums’ Letter to 
Dr. Chalmers, wmch. if reprinted in a diSl-rent form, 
Arom the merits of the work and the known talents of 
the author, wouM, we think, be of service at present , 
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is idolatry. This is evident from the worship 
in the wilderness of the golden calf. The 
worshippers of the golden calf, without dis- 
tinction and without exception, are termed 
and were treated as idolaters, though it is 
certain they did not worship, nor mean to 
worship, the calf itself, but God, by means 
of the calf— an Egyptian symbol and image 
of the Deity. This we might easily make 
good ; but as there is no likelihood of its 
being controverted, it were only to trespass 
upon your time to attempt it. Grant, then, 
that the Romanists do not worship their 
images of the divine Being, but the divine 
Being in and through them, they are idola- 
ters notwithstanding. But it is not true 
that they worship the person only and not 
the image. Many of their own writers have 
avowed that they worship the image itself. 

The same reverence,” says an old popish 
writer, “is to be given to the image of 
Christ that is given to Christ himself.” 
“ The cross,” says another, “is to be wor- 
shipped as well as him that was crucified 
thereon.” Hence in their prayers they 
address the cross as if it were a God. That 
the Church of Rome was conscious her 
image-making and her image-worship was 
contrary to Scripture, is evident from her 
treatment of Scripture. The second com- 
mandment, in which all image-making and 
image-worship is plainly and pointedly con- 
demned, w'as expunged by ner for a time 
from the decalogue; and though now re- 
stored, its form is so altered, as to obscure 
its meaning, and to neutralize the force of 
its testimony. Thus, by their treatment of 
this commandment, showing that while they 
have found it necessary to restore it, it 
would serve their purpose more effectually, 
and please them more as image-makers and 
image-worshippers, could they with safety 
expunge it. While touching, however 
lightly, on the idolatry of the Church of 
Rome, it may be proper to advert to their 
adoration of the host or consecrated wafer. 
This, transubstantiated as they believe into 
the person of Christ, it is well known they 
adore. To us who do not believe in the 
power of a priest to deify a piece of bread, 
the adoration of the host is the worship of 
A wafer ; and this wafer- w'orship, what it is 
well termed in the Church of England 
Liturgy, an act of “ idolatry to be abhorred 
of all faithful Christians.” Thus, by the 
prayers she oflfers to departed saints and 
.angels, by ascribing to them the attributes, 
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and invoking them to exercise the powers of 
the divine Being; by associating them with 
the Son of God and the Saviour of the 
w'orld, in the office of Mediator between 
God and man ; by making and worship- 
ping of images ; by the worship of a wafer, 
not as the representation of God, but as 
God himself in human nature, a series of as 
abominable idolatries is practised by the 
Church of Rome, as any ever committed on 
the most darkened stage of the heathen world. 

True it is, in these chambers of “ modern 
imagery,” on wdiose w^alls dumb and dead 
“idols are portrayed round about,” divine 
honours are not paid to the sun and moon, 
and the hosts of heaven, to the tabernacle 
of Moloch, and the star of their god Rem- 
phan, figures which ancient idolaters made 
to worship them — to heroes and demons ; 
but, idolatry equally positive and equally 
pestilent, divine honours are paid to angels 
and saints, and to their images. Yes; and 
as if when the outer “ chambers of imagery” 
had been emptied of their idols and swept 
of their abominations, Satan, the master of 
their frightful revels, had said to himself, I 
will show to the universe greater abomina- 
tions yet than these, a form of idolatry 
monstrous and mighty beyond all example 
and all parallel. Within these walls, on 
which the finger of Heaven has written 
Blasphemy, to describe on the wall without 
the nature of those rites that are practised 
within, multitudes of rational beings are to 
be seen bowing down, not indeed to stocks 
and to stones, as if “ the Godhead were like 
unto gold or silver,” stock or stone, but at 
the elevation of a wafer ; not as if it were 
a representation of God, but in the actual 
belief that it is God himself. Yea, that that 
wafer-created god is God their Maker ! 
Of all the forms of idolatry, even among 
those of darkest and most distant times, is 
there a form more revolting than this — this 
which darkens the age in which we live, 
and pollutes the soil to which we belong. 
Could any “ chamber of imagery” disclose 
greater abominations than this to the eye 
of day ? Such, then, is another and not the 
least of the heavy charges we have to prefer 
against the Church of Rome. Such is 
another and not the least heinous of her 
crimes. “ That she is joined to her idols, 
therefore hath the wind bound her up in her 
wines, and, because of her sacrifices, she 
shall be ashamed and confounded.” 

('J'o he concluded in our next) 
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A Sermon by the Rev. J. 

IV. Blasphemous and despotic in her 
government. 

Blasphemous when viewed in relation to 
God, the government of the Romish Church 
presents itself as a dreadful despotism in 
relation to man. On the blasphemy of the 
Church of Rome, manifest in the names, 
titles, attributes, and functions of him whom 
she denominates her head, and in whom 
her supreme power resides, we do not in- 
tend to dwell. Which of the prerogatives of 
God, however, we cannot help asking, has 
not been invaded by him who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped, and who, as 
God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God ? 

Is God the source of all authority and 
power? By him do kings reign, and 
rinces decree justice. This prerogative 
as been usurped by the Pope, who has 
claimed for himself the titles ; and, in the 
absolute control exercised by him over 
princes and people, has given tremendous 
practical proof of his considering himself to 
be what his flatterers not only, but his fol- 
lowers have, styled him a god upon earth, 
the King of kings, and the Lord of lords. 
On this point let history speak ; for on this 
all history is eloquent. 

Is God the Lord of the conscience ? In 
this lespect also has the Pope invaded the 
prerogatives of God. This he has done by 
setting up his will above the word and law 
of God, and actually claiming for himself 
the power of dispensing with both ; forbid- 
ding, moreover, appeals to be made from his 
decision to God himself. 

Ought confession of sin to be made only 
to God for forgiveness ? It is made with 
this design to the priests of Rome, who, in 
the act of receiving it, regard themselves, 
and are regarded as God. 

VoL. V,— No. 187. 


Anderson. — Concluded, 

Is God only infallible, or those whom he 
has inspired ? To this divine prerogative 
the Church of Rome lays claim, though on 
whom it lodges she is uncertain. 

Is Christ the only King and Head of 
the Church, the Lord of both worlds, of 
the quick and the dead, the Sovereign and 
supreme disposer of souls ? Are these pre- 
rogatives essential to his mediatorship and 
inalienable ? And are all attempts to in- 
vade the possession of these prerogatives 
impious and blasphemous? Impious and 
blasphemous, therefore, is the Roman Pon- 
tiff ; for, in addition to his invading the 
prerogatives of God, as the King of kings, 
as the Lord of the conscience, as the for- 
giver of sin, as the only infallible Inter- 
preter of his Word, he has invaded the 
prerogatives of Christ — appertaining to, and 
inalienable from, all his offices — his office 
of Mediator in general, and his offices of 
prophet, and priest, and king in particular. 
How he invades the prerogatives of Christ, 
as Mediator, appears in the multiplication 
of mediators and intercessors, which is per- 
mitted and practised in the church of which 
he is the head— mediators and intercessors 
whose merits are pleaded, and whose good 
offices are supplicated more frequently than 
his even who is the only “ Mediator be- 
tween God and man,” the man Christ 
Jesus, and “ who ever,” and w'ho only, 

“ liveth to make intercession for us.” How 
his prophetical office is invaded, and its 
peculiar prerogatives, appears in the pre- 
tence that the Word of God is so obscure 
in its meaning, as to be unintelligible to the 
people w ithout the comments of the priest ; 
and then, upon this pretence, forbidaing it 
to be read under pain of the church’s dis- 
pleasure ; though, for clearness, it is said 
to be as a “light unto our feet, and a lamp 
unto our path” — “ a light in a dark place;" 

2 D 
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and though the injunction to read it is both 
positive, plain, and absolute, “ Search the 
Scriptures.” How his priestly office is in- 
vaded, appears in the invention of the mass, 
which is, as you are aware, a repetition of 
Christ’s sacrifice, as if “ by one sacrifice he 
had not for ever put an end to sin and 
sacrifice in denying and anathematizing 
the doctrine, the foundation doctrine of 
Christianity itself ; “ justification by faith 
in the merits of Christ in the dreadful 
figments of penance and purgatory; the 
expiatory merits of the one, and the purify- 
ing fires of the other. As to his regal office, 
how it is invaded by the Roman Pontiff, 
appears in his exalting his own will, the 
law that goes forth out of Rome above the 
w ill of Christ, the law that goes forth out of 
Zion ; his forbidding the Scriptures to be 
translated into the vernacular tongues and 
to be read; his ordering lying and loath- 
some legends to be read in churches in their 
stead ; his daring dispensations with the 
divine law ; his withholding the cup from 
the laity ; his distinction of meats, and 
his forbidding to marry ; his manufacturing 
of relics and images ; his selling the very 
blessings of salvation, so that nothing is 
given and nothing administered— mass or 
marriage, baptism or burial, the Gospel to 
the living, or extreme unction to the dying, 
without an equivalent in money; his subor- 
dinating and subjecting principle to expe- 
diency; his not only conniving at; but 
actually licensing iniquity; and, in one 
word, the almost endless multiplication of 
superstitious rites and observances for which 
he has no higher warrant than his owm walk 
In these, and in other respects, which it is 
not only impossible to illustrate^ but to enu- 
merate, it appears how the prerogatives 
appertaining to Christ, and inalienable from 
hk office as the only King and Head of 
his Church, have been invaded and exer- 
cised by a weak and wiaked mortal, who 
has been permitted for a time, and for wise, 
though mysterious = reasons, thus to in vatte 
and usurp the place and prerogatives of 
Christ, to exalt himself above all that is 
called God, and thus to earn for himself the 
melancholy distinctions of the “ Man Of 
sin,” the antagonist of Christ, mid the ■ * Son 
of perdition I” 

Blasphemy in its relations to God, the 
papacy presents itself as a dreadful despo- 
tism when viewed in relation to man. The 
despotism of the Church of Rome may be 
considered in its theory or its history ; it 
may interest and instruct us most to con- 
sider it in its theory. ** Instead, therefore,’ 
in the language of a celebrated writer, whose I 


admirable description of this theory w'e 
choose to adopts instead of attempting a 
description of our own ; instead of at- 
tempting an historical synopsis of the steps 
of its advance, and instead of giving the 
reins to our emotions of indignation and 
abhorrence in the view of its tyranny, per- 
fidy, and corruption, let us endeavour calmly 
and as concisely as possible, to set forth in 
its several leading articles the theory of 
this spiritual despotism — such aid may be 
gathered from the church writers of the 
times when it had reached its full propor- 
tions— .a despotism which is now sixteen 
hundred years old. The theouy of the 
spiritual despotism embodied in the Romish 
superstition, and fully realized during the 
middle ages, mav be conveniently exhibited 
under five articles, each of which makes 
itself felt in every jiractice and principle of 
the Church, and each of which is a pillar, 
the removing of w’hich would have brought 
the whole edifice to the ground. These 
articles we thus enumerate : — 

“1. That inasmuch as religion is of su- 
preme importance and of infinite moment, 
whatever directly or indirectly promotes 
or obstructs the spiritual well-being of man- 
kind, carries a consequence immensely over 
the most important secular interests. The 
very least of these duties that are connected 
witn God and eternity is, therefore, to be 
held greater than the greatest of the things 
of earth, Hay, than all those terrestrial affairs 
pat together. 

“2. The-spirltual well-being of mankind, 
or, in a word, the relations of man to God 
and eternity, are placed under the control 
of a visible eorporation, the Church ; and 
under a rectorship, that of its head, apart 
from whose jurkdiction there can be no 
safety here or hereafter. 

“ 3. This control and rectorship is, by 
tlte express appointment of heaven. One ; 
nor, in the nature of things, can it be divis- 
ible;^ It is, moreover, unchanging and 
pOrpetuah 

“ 4. Every ordinary act and spiritual 
office, evely deckton or decree of this one 
reetoikl aedhorky, is infollibly good, effica- 
oioQSr nnd, in' the estimation of heaven, 
valid; and this notwithstanding the frailty, 
or errors, or perional improbity or impiety 
of the individual from whose lips and 
hands it may at any time proceed. 

“ 5. The function of this perpetual rectorial 
authority, includes three charges, namely, 
the preservation of truth, of morals, and 
the disposal of souls in the eternal 
w'orld.” 

How far these principles are true, w'e do 
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not propose to inquire ; we would, however, 
subject them to a few remarks. 

The first article, if properly understood, 
contains a great and sublime truth. If, 
however, by the interests of religion is 
meant the interests of the Romish Church, 
as it often has been perverted to signify, 
then this article thus perverted, contains a 
great and pestilent error. 

The second is true or false, according to 
the sense of the first. 

The third has been the trying point in 
every age, with the Papacy. Nor has it 
made out, to this day, a case to satisfy any 
reasonable inquirer. It is remarkable, that 
the evidence tor what is there asserted — the 
supreme and transmissible authority of St. 
Peter, as first bishop of Rome, and rock of 
the Church — is defective, precisely in that 
part of the chain of proof where the firmest 
coherence is needed. This doctrine, though 
generally admitted, and stoutly affirmed in 
a later age, is barely perceptible, if at all, 
in the first, but dimly in the second, and it 
comes out in the third and fourth only, as 
the consequence of these political circum- 
stances which made it the interest of indi- 
viduals and of churches to admit and 
maintain it. This point, however, being 
once conceded or leapt over, a path was 
opened for bringing in all that remained to 
give to the occupier of St. Peter’s chair — a 
command over the bodies and souls of men, 
absolute, irresponsible, unlimited, and un- 
paralleled. 

The fourth article, which sets forth the 
pretensions of the Papacy to a perpetual 
SUPERNATURAL EFFICACY attending it in 
every step and act, and which, in fact, pro- 
claims that the Papacy is through and 
through, and at every moment, a heavenly 
scheme, existing by the Jud of miracles, and 
embodying omnipotence and omnipresence. 
The doctrine contained in this article, is 
the core of popery ; every other dogma 
and practice of the Church, is a portion 
and consequence of this one doctrine, a 
doctrine which, indefinitely convertible as 
it is to all purposes of sacerdotal ambition, 
delivered over mankind, without relief or 
reserve, into the hands of the ministers of 
religion. The Church having thus asserted 
and established its claims to an unbounded 
control over the human race, and of its 
•’upematural power to administer efficaci- 
ously the absolute government of the world, 
it only remained for it to apply its princi- 
ples to the duties of its commission. These 
are contained in the fifth and last article, 
which assigns to the Pope, as its supreme 
rector, the preservation and propatration | 


of truth, the preservation of morals, and 
the disposal of souls in the future and 
unseen worlds. 

1 . The preservation . and propagation of 
truth. 

Enjoying the supernatural and plenary 
aids of the Holy Spirit, the Church of Rome 
professes to know, and to know only, what 
is truth. Her judgments are thus infallible. 
Others may err, she cannot. “ He who 
only doubts” of the truth of her judgments, 
in the language of one of her greatest doc- 
tors, “ is an infidel,” and that infidel must 
recant, or be consigned to his doom. 

Truth, or the interests of the Church, 
according to her first article, being of infi- 
nite importance, must be preserved, and at 
whatever cost. 

The guardian of truth, there is but 
one course for the Church to pursue. It 
must not act as if capable of doubt. Better, 
if necessary, and if no milder remedy can 
avail, better that some hundred thousand 
heretics should perish in the flames, than 
that heresy itself, immortal poison as it is, 
should be permitted to infect the souls of 
men. Better that an heretical prince should 
be deposed, his kingdom placed under an 
interdict, and wasted year after year by 
bands of faithful crusaders, than that Chris- 
tendom should be exposed to a fast-spread- 
ing contagion, which carries eternal death 
in its train. Not only may the Church 
resort to these, or to any other extreme 
means for preserving the truth, she is hound 
to do so. She has no choice. Persecution 
is thus a necessary element of her constitu- 
tion, a principle in her theory, w'hich, unless 
w'ith a reserved purpose, Oi faithful falsity ^ 
she can never abandon. If she does not 
enforce submission to her dogmas, it is thus 
from no want of will, but want of power. 
In the same manner, she is bound to pro- 
pagate the truth by these means; she is 
bound to preserve it with the sw'ord of the 
Spirit first, failing that, with the sword of 
steel. The preserver and propagator of 
truth, she is the guardian of morals. After 
taking care that her children are nurtured 
with truth, it is her duty next to see that 
they bring forth the fruits of faith ; or if not, 
to inflict needful chastisements. The ma- 
gistrate may inquire concerning overt acts 
only, he may deal only with the life. The 
power exercised by the Church, is not the 
power of inquiring into, and dealing with, 
overt acts, but of inquiring into, and dealing 
with thoughts, motives, and dispositions. 
Auricular confession, thus, is not an accident 
of this system of despotism, but one of its in- 
dispensable elements, and a chief means of its 
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efficiency. The connexion of this doctrine 
with her power is very close. Pardon is 
lodged with the Church. The means of 
remission by penance, are also under the 
direction of the Church. But the priest, 
who in each instance administers this 
authority, can do so only by knowing the 
whole extent of guilt, and all the circum- 
stances, as well of aggravation, as of extenu- 
ation. To expose the bosom to the priest, 
is thus the only way in which remission of 
sin can be obtained. Whoever, then, would 
escape the punishment of hell, must lay 
open to the Church his entire conscious- 
ness. To the priest must be divulged the 
tenderest, guiltiest, and most awTul secrets 
of the soul. Nor does the Church claim 
and exercise all power on earth only. Her 
tremendous hand she stretches over Hades, 
and disposes of destinies in the eternal 
world itself. She is sovereign of souls. 
When in the full zenith of her power, 
realizing her theory in her practices, the 
wretched objects of her vengeance might 
have sought to hide themselves in the grave, 
or might have sighed and comforted them- 
selves in the expectation of that clemency 
which the divine tribunal admits ; but there 
could be no escape from the arm of the 
Church. The fires of purgatory w'ere 
blown or quenched at her beck ; her hand 
even delved into the cold sepulchre, and 
wreaked revenge upon the guilty dust of her 
foes ; the torments of eternity were heaped 
upon her enemies, and the thrones of glory 
bestowed upon her friends. 

Such was the despotism of the Church 
of Rome, as actually realized — “ a despotism, 
at once spiritual and political, visible and 
invisible, universal and absolute — a despo- 
tism which claimed to itself the power of 
disposal over all that men had, and of con- 
trol over all that they did ; so that without 
the leave of the Church, or apart from lier 
favour, there could be no possession or 
enjoyment of the goods of life, no marrying, 
no inheriting, no devising, no ruling, no 
judging, no speaking, no feeling, no think- 
ing, no living, no dying.”* Such w'as the 
despotism of the Church of Rome, once 
practically, and at this moment, if not prac- 
tically, yet theoretically entire — a despo- 
tism which, to a great extent, is even at 
this hour brought to bear upon men, in 
various quarters of the world, and which, if 
not fully, is to be ascribed to want of power, 
not to any want of will ; to a change in her 
circumstances, not to any change in her 
character. 


V. Sanguinary in her spirit. 

Sanguinary in her principles, sanguinary 
in her government, sanguinary has been the 
spirit by which these principles have been 
applied, and that government has been car- 
ried on. Hence it is written in the words 
of our text “ that in her was found the 
blood of saints and of prophets, and of all 
that w'ere slain upon the earth.” 

The principles of the Church of Rome, 
we have already considered. These, we 
have endeavoured to show, are immoral. 
One of these immoral principles w'o pur- 
posely omitted then, but would direct your 
attention to it now. It is the principle and 
the proposition, “ That heretics are to be 
punished with death.” This hideous senti- 
ment, it now suits, indeed, the convenience 
of the Romish Church to repudiate and 
deny. “ This and other desolating opi- 
nions,” they inform us, “have been forgotten 
ages ago, and are now the records only of 
bygone intolerance.” With w’hat truth 
these assertions are made, let us examine. 
In the year 1816, a new edition of what is 
called the Rheims Bible was reprinted in 
Dublin, under the authority of the Romish 
bishops in Ireland, with explanatory notes. 
Among these notes, we beg your attention 
to the following; — On Matthew xiii. and 
29, which contains the parable of the tares, 
the comment is as follows : — “ The good 
must tolerate the evil, when it is so strong 
that it cannot be redressed without danger 
and disturbance of the whole Church, and 
commit the matter to God’s judgment at 
the last day; otherwise, wffiere ill men, be 
they heretics, or other malefactors, may be 
punished or suppressed without disturbance 
or hazard of the good, they may, and ought 
by public authority, either spiritual or tem- 
poral, to be chastised and executed.” Yet, 
“ this and other desolating opinions we are 
told, have been foigotten ages ago, and are 
now the records only of a bygone intole- 
rance.” 

In a Roman Catholic system of theology 
lately made known to the British public, 
the following queries are put and an- 
swered . 

“1. Is it lawful to tolerate the rites of 
unbelievers and heretics? No; they are 
not in themselves to be tolerated, unless 
there be some prudential reasons for their 
toleration. 

“ 2. Is it the duty of the Roman Catholic 
Church to compel heretics, by corporal 
punishment, to submit to the faith? Yes. 

“ 3. What is heresy? It is the unbelief 
of those who profess, indeed, that Christ is 
come, but who reject his doctrine as to any 


* See Spiritual Despotism. 
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part of it, such as Lutherans, Calvinists, 
&c. 

“ 4. What are the punishments to be in- 
flicted on those infected Mdth heresy ? They 
may be punished with exile and imprison 
ment ; their temporal goods may be con- 
fiscated ; and like forgers, or other dis- 
turbers of the State, they may justly be 
punished with death.” 

Respecting the work from which these 
queries are taken, we remark. 

1. It was reprinted in the year 1808. 

2. For twenty-seven years it has been 
the standard guide of the Romish priests in 
all matters of faith and morals. 

3. In the year 1832, a new edition of 
tills work, consisting of 3000 copies, being 
somewhat more than a copy for each of the 
Catholic priests, was published with the 
sanction and approbation of the Roman 
Catholic Primate of Ireland, to w'hom, with 
his own permission, it was dedicated. 

4. That this very Primate is the indivi- 
dual who, within these few days, has so 
solemnly declared, that “ this and other 
desolating opinions have been forgotten 
ages ago, and are now the records only of 
bygone intolerance.” 

5. That Dens, the author of this system, 
is not singular in his doctrine respecting 
heretics ; that every Roman Catholic theo- 
logian coincides with him who has written 
on the subject. 

Such, undeniably, were, and such, as 
undeniably, are, the sanguinary principles 
of the Church of Rome. The conceptions 
of the understanding are often revolting to 
the heart. Man has the capacity to con- 
ceive, what he has not the heart to Contem- 
plate, or the hand to execute. Has it been 
60 with the Church of Rome? Has her 
heart shuddered to contemplate ? Has her 
hand refused to realize, in palpable forms, 
the cruelties she has conceived? Have 
the practices of the living Church been 
mercifully inconsistent with the principles 
of the written one? Or, when true, even 
to her tremendous theory ; when lighting 
up those fires of death, in which her victims 
vvere to be consumed ; when preparing 
those racks on which her victims were to 
be mangled ; w hen digging those dungeons, 
deep, large, “ and horrible on all sides 
round,” into which they w^re to be thrown, 
and in which they were to lie, till their eyes 
gvew dim, and their hairs grey, and out of 
w hich they wer^ to be led only to the scaf- 
fold or the stake, Were these flames kindled, 
were these racks prepared, w’ert* tlu'sc dun- 
geons dug in a spirit of sorrow ? No ; but i 
in a spirit of inhuman joy. They were not 


the martyrs of Rome pagan only that w'ere 
I butchered for the amuseraeni of the spec- 
j tators- 

“ Butchered to make a Roman holiday.” 

No ; but the martyrs of Rome papal 
also. The cruelties of which they were the 
victims, were applauded throughout the 
Roman world, as splendid acts of piety. 
The consignment of men, women, and chil- 
dren to the flames, was styled an “ act of 
faith,” and celebrated as an occasion of joy. 
Thus, the spirit that “ breathed and 
burned,” not only in the bosoms of the 
priests, but of the people ; that animated 
the Romish Church — and the Church was 
the w’orld — W’as a spirit of blood. 

How this evil spirit thirsted for blood, 
jind how it w'as gratified, for it was never 
to be quenched, let the voice of history — 
let the voice which issues from the dun- 
geons of the Inquisition, within whose walls 
of fire, unnumbered multitudes perished, 
unpitied and unknown — let the voice of 
blood, the blood of saints and of martyrs, 
which in every part of the world has been 
poured out like water, and which, wherever 
shed, like the blood of Abel, the first mar- 
tyr, against the first murderer, is heard 
crying from the ground — let the voice of 
the souls beneath the altar, the souls of 
them that were slain for the w'ord of God, 
and for the testimony w'hich they held ; a 
voice which is heard crying, “ How long, 
O Lord, holy, just, and true, dost not 
thou ju^ge and avenge our blood on them 
that dwell on the earth.” Let these united 
voices— voices never to be silenced till their 
cry is heard — voices of blood w'hich, though 
it has sunk into the earth, is not lost, attest 
how' cruel, how sanguinary, is the spirit 
of popery, and how' justly it is personified 
and portrayed in our text by a “ w^oman 
DRUNK WITH BLOOD.” 

Protestants, we are aware it will be ob- 
jected, have persecuted as well as Papists ; 
that they have w'e do not deny; their per- 
secutions W'e neither deny nor defend. Be- 
tw'een the persecutions of the Church of 
Rome, however, and those of Protestant 
churches, there is this difference— this 
mighty difference— the persecutions ot 
which Protestants have been guilty, w'ere 
contrary to their own principles. 

The persecutions of the Church of Rome 
were agreeable to her principles. Persecu- 
tion is no prill: of Protestantism ; it is part 
of Popery. It is not only agreeable to her 
principles and doctrines ; it is itself a prin- 
ciple; it is itself a doctrine. Yes, and let 
it never be forgotten ; The millions of saints 
2D2 
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Trhom bH© has slaughtered, the millions of 
whatever country and of whatever age, who 
have perished under the hands of her exe- 
cutioners, “ were the victims not of a cruel 
age, but of a cruel doctrine,” the unaltered, 
unmitigated, the unrevoked doctrine, that 
the truth is to be preserved and propa- 
g;ated at whatever cost ; that heresy is to 
be punished and put down by confiscation 
of property, exile, imprisonment, and death. 
It is true that the practices of the Romish 
Church are changed, or rather have been 
changed. But have its principles been 
changed with its practices ? They have 
not. We have shown you they have not. 
A change, indeed, has come over its cir- 
cumstances ; but no change has come over 
its creed, nor indeed can any such change 
with consistency come over it. There is 
but one change it is destined ever to know 
—the change of death. Thus, and no other- 
wise, will God “change its countenance 
and send it away.” This change it has not 
yet undergone. In its death-lair it is not 
yet laid ; its blood-red hand is bound up 
only; it is not cut off. The spirit of per- 
secution is not yet dead ; it is not asleep 
even ; it is but coiling itself up ; it is but 
collecting its energies. It is but waiting 
for the moment when, with surest and dead- 
liest effect, it may spring upon its prey. 
The fires of persecution are not yet extinct; 
they are smouldering beneath our feet. 
Give them but wind and vent, and, as 
before, “they will rage to the skies.” 
Whether they will obtmn vent ; whether 
Heaven in its anger, and man in his folly, 
will give it ; whether the winds of political 
favour shall be permitted to fan them into a 
flame, we venture not to predict. Wo to us, 
wo to our liberties, wo to our laws, wo to 
our children, wo to our country, if they 
shall — if the arm of popery, now bound up, 
shall be loosened ; if the Romish Church 
ihall regain its ancient ascendency ; if to her 
priests and her friars — those priests who to 
millions of our fellow-subjects at the altars 
of God are teaching the doctrines of devils 
— are proclaiming there that the rites of 
heretics ought not to be tolerated, and that 
the persons of heretics are accursed ; that 
the tottering fabric of heresy is falling ; that 
the Cathohe Church is rising in glory ; 
that the country was Catholic once ; and, 
though blood should flow in rivers, shall be 
Catholic again — priests who, instead of 
hushing the terrific elements of human pas- 
sion into the calm, are actually wakening 
and rousing them into the tempest ; who, 
instead of quenching them in the waters of 
truth, sending forth the misgiuded members 


of their Church with passions which revenge 
only can appease, and which blood only 
can extinguish ; if to these men the permis- 
sion and the power shall be given to realize 
their Church’s theory, and the dreams they 
cherish of their Church’s glory, to realize 
which they are filled with quenchless longing 
and inextingiushable desire ; then shall the 
tragedies of former ages be repeated in ours. 
Clouds of calamity, darker even than those 
of former times, will gather over our Church 
and country, and heavier waves will break 
upon our shore. Even then, we fear not, 
a banner will be lifted up for the truth ; 
but it will wave, as of old, in the wilder- 
ness and the winds. The faithful few w^ho 
rally around it will do so at the peril of 
their lives. New witnesses shall be slain, 
and once more the “blood of saints and 
martyrs”^^shall be poured out upon the 
earth. 

Thus have we shown to you that popery 
is unscriptural in its doctrines, immoral in 
its principles, idolatrous in its worship, blas- 
phemous and despotic in its government, 
and sanguinary in its spirit ; and now, men 
and brethren, are these things so ? If they 
are, then see with what reason we declare 
the Church of Rome to be antichristian I 
Popery is thus not the antagonist of Pro- 
testantism only, but of Christianity; and 
the antagonist of Christianity if it be, w hat 
are w'e to think, and what are we to say, 
of those Protestants w'ho speak of it as one 
of the forms of Christianity? Form of 
Christianity 1 Is darkness a form of light ? 
is falsehood a form of truth ? is vice a form 
of virtue ? is cruelty a form of mercy ? is the 
worship of idols but another form of the 
worship of God ? is destruction a form of 
salvation ? is death a form of light ? — then, 
but in no other sense, is popery a form of 
Christianity. Nor do Protestants speak of 
it thus only. As such they countenance 
and support it, building up the very temples 
which their fathers shed their blood to over- 
throw. Of such Protestants, we ask, what 
are we to think and what are we to say? 
This we must say, they are making them 
selves partakers of its sins ; and, be they 
high or low, states or subjects, if they re 
pent not, God will make them partakers ol 
its plagues. 

Again, is popery an antichristian system? 
Then it must ^ a systepi of destruction. 
Christianity saves. If po|)ery be its anta- 
gonist, it must destroy. The great doc- 
trine of Christianity, as you all, we trust, 
know, is the “ doctrine of justification, by 
faith in the merits of Christ.” This doc- 
trine, by Luther, the champion and the chief 
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of the Reformation, was styled the article 
of a standings or a falling church.** “ When, 
says he, “ I came to know this truth, it 
seemed as if the gates of Paradise, till then 
shut, burst upon my view.’*. This doctrine 
how has the Church of Rome treated ! She 
has corrupted and concealed it ; so that in 
concealing this great truth, or in corrupting 
it when she could not conceal it, she may 
be said to have shut the gates of Paradise 
on mankind. Thus the Mother of Abomi- 
nations, is the Murderess of Souls. 
Hence it is written, that ‘*in her was found 
not the blood only, but the Souls of Men.** 
Thus the ministers of the Church of Rome, 
while they arc by profession the ministers 
of salvation, are, in fact, the ministers 
of destruction. When we think on their 
treatment of this doctrine ; when we think 
of the millions of immortal spirits whom, 
instead of directing to Christ the ark of 
salvation, they have shipped on the frail 
and fatal bark of human righteousness, 
to be wrecked and to perish; of the 
millions by whose death-beds they have 
stood, and whose “ fearful parting** they 
have seen, to whom they have adminis- 
tered the unction of deceit, whom, though 
shriven by their lips, they have sent into 
eternity with the weight and the wo of all 
their sins upon their souls ; of the forged 
pardons they have sold to departing souls 
for money and for price, when all the while 
they had, not only the Truce of God to 
proclaim in their ears, but the Pardon of 
God to put into their hands. When we 
think how this pardon they have kept back; 
how the record that contains it, tliey have 
even endeavoured to conceal, we know no 


language of sufficient strength in which ta 
express our horror at their crime, their 
treason to God, and their treachery to 
mankind; as little can we find language of 
sufficient strength in which to express our 
gratitude to those who, at the peril of their 
lives, wTested the inspired records from 
their perfidious hands, and, as the gift ot 
God, unrolled it in the light of heaven. In 
this light it has been unrolled ever since, 
to others and to us. The feet of those 
“ bringing good tidings” have trodden our 
mountains, they have walked along our 
shores ; their voices have been heard in our 
streets, they have been lifted up in our 
temples, of all which ye are witnesses this 
day; for to you is the “ word of this salva- 
tion sent. Unto you, O men! we call, 
and our voice is to the sons of men. Be- 
hold, we bring you glad tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to you, and to all 
people. To you is born a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord. This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 
even the chief.” In this, then, notwith- 
standing our occasions of sorrow, and pur 
causes of fear — sorrow for the past, fear fpr ' 
the future, the earth shaking, the heavens 
obscuring, landmarks swept away from 
the one, lights disappearing from the other ; 
notwithstanding, we “ see not our iig|^"‘^ 
and there is none “ among us that knM^h'' 
how long;” notwithstanding we hear the 
“ voice of our enemies, though we know not 
our friends, and the tumult of those tto 
rise against us increaseth continually,” we^ 
have cause of rejoicing, which may no ' 
man take from us. Amen. 


THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE DIVINE NATURE, AND THE MANNER 
IN WHICH HE IS TO BE WORSHIPPED ; 

(PART OF A SERIES OF DISCOURSES ON THE SHORTER CATECHISM.) 

A SERMON, 

By the Rev. JAMES SMITH. 

Campbelton. 


“ God is a Spirit: and they that worship Jhim must worship him in spirit and in 

-John iv. 24. 

Prosecuting our proposed plan of illus- the works of creation, and providence, and 
trating the doctrines of Scripture, and ©n- redemption. It is impossible for any of 
forcing its duties, as these are classified and these to be contemplated with a carefid 
arranged in the Shorter Catechism, we had and meditative attention, without the ob- 
arrived at that question where the nature server discovering that “ God is good to all, 
and attributes of the Deity are explmned ; and that his tender mercies are over all his 
and, in the last of our evening discourses, we other works.** Our very existence in the 
directed your minds to the benevolence of world, which is the consequence of the crea- 
God, as that benevolence meets our view in tive energy and protecting power of the 



a20 


THE SCOTTISH PULTIT. 


Almight}^ does, apart even from those mag- 
nificent displays of mercy which the plan of 
redemption aevelops, exhibit in no un- 
equivocal manner that the God who reigns 
in heaven and rules the universe, is a God 
of goodness and love. And that heart must 
be cold indeed, which, when these rich 
displays of mercy are made, docs not glow 
with feelings of the warmest gratitude and 
adoration to the gracious being from whom 
comes down every good and perfect gift. 

In endeavouring still farther to guide 
your meditations upon the attributes and 
perfections of God, I would this evening 
direct your minds to the spirituality of the 
divine nature, and the various profitable uses 
to which the doctrine can be turned in the 
practice and experience of the Christian. 
It is said in our Catechism, that “ God is 
<\ Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable 
in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, jus- 
tice, goodness, and truth.” And, in the 
portion of Scripture which I have prefixed 
to our discourse, it is said, that “ God is a 
Spitit : and they that worship him must 
w'ors.hip him in spirit and in truth.” The 
oonfomplation of this fact in the history of 
the divine being, will bring under your no- 
tice the various items of his perfections and 
attributes which have been revealed to us — 
such as his omnipresence, his omniscience, 
his , eternity, his unchangeableness, his 
power; and thus grouping these together, 
and giving them, what will be all that within 
the compass of a single sermon w'C may do, 
a sfight glance, we will escape the charge of 
tedjousness on this topic, and you will have 
concisely brought under review the charac- 
ter of that great Jehovah with whom you 
b'dve to do. 

The incident which elucidated the words 
of our text deserves your notice, ere we pro- 
ceed to discuss the sentiments which they 
express. The Jews and the Samaritans, 
we are told in Scripture, had no dealings 
with one another. A bitter contention had 
arisen between them as to where the Deity 
was to be worshipped. The former de- 
clared that Jehovah had expressly marked 
out Jerusalem as the place where he Would 
dwell ; while the latter, with the keenness 
of bigoted attachment to form; declared 
thtit Mount Gerizim, where the tabernacle 
hadibeen erected on the return of the chil- 
dren of Israel from captivity, should now 
also be the place where pmyer should be 
offered. This was the bone of contonrion 
between them, and all who have read 
their history know with w'hat unbounded 
animosity it was contended for. Both of 
these parties expected the Messiah ; and ! 


when one appeared claiming the title, it 
was natural to suppose that they would 
anxiously look for the solution of the point 
which they had so long debated. Hence, 
when the woman of Samaria found Jesus, 
she naturally asked him to solve the ques- 
tion, where Jehovah wsis to be worshipped. 
To exhibit to her the universality of God s 
presence, he spoke of God’s being every- 
where to be found ; and to explain the 
nature of his worship, ho said, “ God is 
Spirit : and they that worship him must 
worshij) him in spirit and in truth.” 

Directing your minds for a little to these 
w’ords, we shall consider, 

I. The spirituaFity of the divine nature. 

II. The nature of that W'orship which, 
being rendered, w ill be acceptable. 

I. I remark, that “ God is a Spirit.” 

It is a somewhat remarkable fact, that the 
Scriptures nowhere enter into a minute or 
elaborate demonstration of the spirituality of 
the divine nature. In no other instance is 
it ever mentioned, besides the present ; and 
even here it w^as evidently not so much the 
design of the Saviour to explain his nature, as 
to exhibit that kind of w'orship which man 
ought to render, and which will be acceptable 
with Jehovah. And the reason why the 
inspired penmen never attempt to give us 
any proof on this point evidently is, be- 
cause they look upon it as a fact identified 
with the very first conceptions which w^e 
form of Deity. You cannot think of God 
without thinking of him as a Spirit. Thus 
also the Scripture writers never attempt to 
prove the materialism of our natures. They 
look upon that as a fact so evident to our 
senses, and so abundantly demonstrated by 
every action we perform, that no evidence 
is required to be adduced in favour of it. 
And so when we think of God, we cannot 
for one moment attach the idea of material- 
ism to him ; for that idea is altogether in- 
consistent with the views w^e form of his 
nature and character, and altogether at 
variance with those attributes and perfec- 
tions which are inseparable from his being. 

It w ill be a somewnat difficult task, though 
the subject in hand evidently leads to it, to 
prove distinctly the nature of a spirit in 
general, but especially of that eternal and 
infinite Spirit who is the source and centre 
of universal being. The nature of God is 
something, brethren, which transcends our 
utmost comprehension, but something of 
w’hich happily a little has been revealed, 
and just so much as our feeble and imper- 
fect minds can presently grasp. In con- 
templating the character of God, as de- 
scribed in our text, ti)c best w'ay, we appre- 
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hend, to make the subject level to every 
capacity, will be to reflect on the nature of 
the spirits of men, and then raise our minds 
from these up to the source from whence 
they emanated ; remembering that our spirits 
must possess somewhat, however little, of 
the character of Him who gav§ them being, 
as one cannot give what himself does not 
possess. And what is the nature of these, 
speaking of them apart entirely from that 
moral contamination which has come upon 
them by sin ? They are thinking sub- 
stances, something which w’c cannot see, 
which we cannot touch, w'hich w'e cannot 
hear, which, in short, does not come under 
the observation and investigation of our 
senses. Yet, brethren, all of us are sensi- 
ble that such a being lives within us ; that 
it is the vivifying principle which gives life 
to this frame, fire to this eye, speech to this 
tongue, and warmth to this heart. But it 
has, we are assured, a much higher and a 
much more important office to perform than 
simply to give animal life to the earthly 
house of this tabernacle, and supply those 
ener^es which keep the whole system in 
regular and healthful motion. It is that 
which thinks, w'hich reflects, which attends, 
which searches, w'hich understands, which 
remembers, which decides ; in a w'ord, it is 
that unseen substance within us which per- 
forms the whole functions of mind. Still it has 
a higher office yet to perform than what w'e 
have already mentioned ; it rises in adora- 
tion to the throne of the Eternal, and is des- 
tined to live during the ceaseless roll of a 
coming futurity. Such is the nature of the 
spirit of man, and remembering that it derives 
its being from the Deity, we may be able to 
understand a little, but only a little, of the 
nature of that infinite Spirit who rules above. 
Is then life in the universe manifested in a 
thousand different ways, and possessed by 
a thousand different tribes, from the little 
insect which crawls the earth, or skims the 
air, up to the great leviathan of the deep ? 
is there mind possessed in a thousand mo- 
dified degrees, from the most irrational and 
unreflecting creature, up to the noble, in- 
quiring, aspiring intellect of man ? is there 
existence enjoyed in common by the green 
herb which aaorns the earth, and drinks in 
with its leaves the descending dews of hea- 
ven, up to the breathing and visible being 
of the animal that browses upon that herb- 
age ? — to what is it all to be traced ? — from 
what is it all derived, but that Spirit which 
gives life and existence to tlie universal . 
creation ? Is there in man a soul which 
smiles at the drawn dagger and defies its 
point ? and which, amidst the pangs of ex- 


piring nature, and the wreck and crash of 
expiring worlds, will live, untouched and 
unharmed by the thousand forms in which 
death appears? Greater far must that 
Spirit be which breathed into man’s nostrils 
the breath of life when he became a living 
soul, and by whose protecting power the 
^irit of man is thus preserved in being ! 
Greater far must He be who existed in and 
of himself for eternal ages that are past, and 
w ho w ill exist in and of himself for eternal 
ages yet to come ; and from whom, as from 
a sun and a centre, the souls of men derive 
their being and their blessings ! 

By thus reflecting upon the nature, con- 
stitution, capabilities, and destination of 
the human soul, you may come to have 
some idea ; and, brethren, it is all we can 
give, of that eternal Spirit whom our Sa- 
viour, in the text, tells us is to be wor- 
shipped by all his intelligent creatures — not 
by outward forms and idle ceremonies, but 
by the spirit that is within us, and with 
all the truth and sincerity of which our 
souls are capable. 

It is not to be expected, my friends, that 
the proof of the spirituality of the divine 
nature can be conducted in the same de- 
monstrable manner as the other proposi- 
tions and principles of our creed. The 
fact must be argued from the known per- 
fections of the Deity, and the necessity of 
his being a Spirit, in order to these per- 
fections being possessed. We must look 
to the attributes that are ascribed to him, 
and from these reason back to the spiritu- 
ality of his nature, rather than looking to 
known principles, and from these arguing 
forward to it. And you will perceive at 
once, that if the Deity be else than a Spirit, 
he cannot be omnipresent; he cannot be 
present in every portion of space, at the 
same instant of time ; and then, instead of 
exercising, as we fully believe he does, a 
close and minute superintendence over 
every action, guiding and directing them 
all to the accomplishment of his own pur- 
poses, a considerable portion of the uni- 
versal creation must at times be without 
his presence, his agency, and support. The 
result of such a state of things would be 
utter anarchy and confusion. When his 
attention was directed to a particular spot» 
who was to guide the motions of this ter- 
restrial ball, and prevent it from rushing 
upon the centre of light round which it 
revolves, and to which it is attracted ? When 
his attentions were directed to one indivi- 
dual, influencing every action for his wel- 
fare, who w’as to uphold you and me with 
the strength of his arm and the consolations 
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of his grace It is necessarjr, then, you 
see, for the actual existence of all things, 
that God be omnipresent, which character 
is ascribed to him in the sacred volume ; for 
the inspired writers declare, that though 
they take the wings of the morning, and flee 
to the uttermost ends of the earth, even 
there they would not depart from the pre- 
sence of God. His cheering presence and 
strengthening arm are visibly felt in every 
portion of the world. Yet if God be not a 
Spirit, and that too in the sense in which 
our Saviour said it — a sense which w'e at 
once acknowledge we are unable distinctly 
to comprehend, the thing would be impos- 
sible. And taking into consideration this 
single fact, there cannot, I apprehend, re- 
main the slightest doubt on your mind that 
“ God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and un- 
changeable in his being, wisdom, power, 
holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.” 

To render this still more satisfactory, the 
omniscience of God demands also that he 
be a Spirit. It is a doctrine, brethren, 
distinctly taught in Scripture, and which all 
who have correct views of the Christian 
faith most cordially believe, that there is a 
particular Providence which oversees and 
influences every event in the history of the 
world, and the experience of man ; and 
which adapts these to our peculiar circum- 
stances, character, or condition. — A doc- 
trine than which, none is more consonant 
to our views of the nature of the Godhead, 
or better calculated to convey the strongest 
consolation to the human mind ; without 
the belief of which, the Christian would be 
deprived of a thousand sweet reflections, 
and a thousand motives to diligence and 
duty, which otherwise present themselves 
to him. Yet, brethren, to the truth of this, 
it is necessary that God be a Spirit; he 
must be everywhere present at the same 
moment of time, hearing, seeing, knowing 
all things. And is it not so ? When you 
retire into solitude, God is there; when 
you walk by the way, God U there ; when 
you pass through the crowded city, God is 
there ; when you go to your closet, God is 
there ; when you go to the great congre- 
gation, God is there : in a word, go where 
vou will, God is present with you ; God 
beholds you, hears every word you utter, 
sees every act you perform, and knows 
every thought you harbour. 3ut in order 
that this bo so, and in order that he may 
obtain such knowledge of our peculiar cir- 
cumstances and condition, it is necessary 
that he be a Spirit: he must be so. I 
look around me in this house : I know that 
God is here— is here ! he has promised, and 


will he not perform ? but I see nothing but 
the faces of Christian friends, of fellow- 
travellers \iith me on the road to the celes- 
tial Zion. Yet I address my God, as if he 
heard me ; I speak as if he were ray client, 
and I am pleading his cause ; 1 act as if 
his eye were upon me ; I am overawed 
when I enter the house of prayer, because 
it is said, “ when two or three are gathered 
together, there will he be.” And how can 
it be so, but that he is a Spirit, endowed 
with the power of ubiquity, and adapting 
his works to the wants of man. 

It is no small matter this for which I am 
contending; it is one which warps itself 
with every part of your creed, and with every 
source of comfort; without which, the 
Christian life would be altogether unbear- 
able. And I ask you, are you willing to 
forego it ? Are you willing to believe that 
there be no almighty Spirit pervading the 
universe, present in every portion of it, 
and as near to the weeping Christian, 
kneeling in his closet, and pouring forth his 
prayer, as is he to the bright seraph that 
burns before his throne ? No, brethren ; 
if I know any thing of Christian experience 
at all, I feel assured, that every bosom in 
this assembly throbs with gratitude as they 
believe that theirs is not a God conflned 
to temples made with men’s hands ; that 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain him ; 
that he is everywhere to be found, every- 
where to be worshipped : in short, that “ he 
is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchange- 
able in his being, wisdom, power, goodness, 
justice, and truth.” 

II. Such, my friends, is a short account 
of the spiritual nature of that God with 
whom we have to do : that God, let it be 
remembered, against whom we have sinned 
by numerous and nameless acts of rebellion. 
Yet let it be remembered with grateful 
feelings at the same time, that he t^es no 
delight in , the death of the 'wicked, but 
.desires to extend mercy to them, that their 
souls may be freed from the pollution of 
sin, and admitted finally to glory. But he 
must be inquired of, in order that he may 
do this for you ; and that, too, not in a 
cold, and formal,^.and lifeless manner, but 
with the anxiety of a heart that is really in 
earnest. And this brings me to consider, 

iJd. The practical uses to which this 
doctrine may be turned, as intimated in the 
conclusion deduced from the principle laid 
down: “God is a Spirit,” and, therefore, 
“ they that worship him, must worship him 
in spirit and in truth.” 

And you will observe, that the direction 
here given, is diametrically opposed to the 
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forms and ceremomes in which the ancients 
trusted ; and intimates, with all possible 
plainness, that no place is more than another, 
peculiarly the house of God ; nor will our 
worship be acceptable simply on account 
of its being rendered here or there, unless i 
it proceed from the real feelings and con- I 
victions of the soul. You are aware that 
the ancient Jews prided themselves much 
on the splendid and imposing ritual which 
w as daily celebrated in their temple, and on 
the pomp with which their sacrifices and 
their prayers were offered up. And forget- 
ting altogether the nature of that homage 
which God requires of his rational creatures, 
they trusted more in the splendour of their 
ceremonies, than in the sincerity of their 
devotion. With unprejudiced minds, but 
little is required to show the total unprofit- 
ableness of outward form, unless accom- 
panied with inward feeling ; for all must 
eufficiently be persuaded of the fact, that it 
5s the soul, and not the body, which can 
render service to the Almighty. It would 
be derogatory to the character of the Deity, 
and totally at variance with all the views 
we have conceived of him, to suppose for a 
moment, that he ever would look with any 
thing approaching to pleasure or approba- 
tion on the humility of the outward man, 
while the heart was proud and rebellious; 
that he ever would regard with delight the 
seeming service of the body, while the 
feelings of the heart were devoted to his 
enemy. If the Deity is to be worshipped 
at all with acceptance, it is alike the dictate 
of reason, as it is the express direction of 
revelation, that that worship be rendered 
from a heart touched with a feeling of his 
goodness, and gratefully alive to his claims 
to our service. 

I do not deem> it necessary to explain at 
any length tc you, the proper meaning of 
the phraseology of the text ; it must be 
already obvious, that when our Saviour 
enjoins us to worship God in sincerity and 
truth, he meana that we should render to 
him not so much the homage of the body, 
as the humility of the soul. And he de- 
precates, in no measured terms, by the 
mouth of his servants, that debasing hypo- 
crisy — that formal service which, with 
insulting daringness, tells the Deity that we 
regard him not, as either^ omniscient or 
omnipresent. If for a moment you con- 
sider it yourselves, you will see that it is 
only the sincere worship 6f an huml;^ peni- 
tent that can. be acceptable with him. 
Tell me, whether do you esteem more the 
vain and empty professions, however pro- 
fusely these may have been made, of the 


man who in his inmost heart detests you 
and secretly tries to injure you, or the sincere, 
but unpresuming and unpretending profes - 
sions of the man whose every pulse beats 
with affection, and whose heart is alto- 
gether your own ? I need not pause long 
to consider which would be preferred. 
There is a hollowness and hypocrisy about 
the one which makes him nauseous to your 
taste, and compels you, despite of your 
Christian principles, to regard him with 
disdain ; while there is about the other 
an uprightness and an honesty, altogether 
cheering to our spirits. And so, rea^ 
soning from small things to great, with 
what abhorrence and displeasure must the 
Deity regard that man, whose voice, while 
it sings his praise one moment, can at 
another profane his name? whose feet, 
while they can carry him one time to 
Zion, can also at another carry him 
the way in which sinners walk? whose 
hand, while at one time it can be lifted up 
in prayer, can also at another be lifted up 
in practical blasphemy against him? While 
on the other hand, how must he delight 
when he looks down into the bosom of the 
honest and humble Christian, and sees it a 
temple prepared for his reception, w'here is 
a heart like an holy altar, burning with pure 
and fervent love, and lifting a sweet and 
acceptable sacrifice! The affections of the 
heart ; the sincerity of the soul ; the con- 
viction of the understanding, are necessary, 
and indispensably necessary, to constitute 
that worship with which the Deity will be 
pleased. 

To induce us to w^orship the Almighty 
in spirit and in truth, there is every possi- 
ble motive ; and if w'e are aw are of them, 
the listlessness and apathy of many profess- 
ing w orshippers appears totally unaccount- 
able. You cannot think for a moment of 
the Deity being actually present with us, 
actually hearing us, actually seeing us, and 
yet maintain the indifference which distin- 
guishes the sanctuary appearance of too 
many Christians. If you stood only in the 
presence of an earthly sovereign, your de- 
meanour would be widely different, your 
whole soul would be wakcfuUy earnest as 
to what w'as going on. And yet I have 
seen men that would scorn me if I with- 
held the name of Christian from them, and 
deem themselves deeply and grossly in- 
sulted by my doing so ; who came to the 
sanctuary professing to worship, and yet 
after all, sat themselves down sedulously 
to think upon the things of the world, and 
permit their minds to stray far away from 
the topics that were discussed : and I have 
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seen sucb, when they stood up in the atti- 
tude of prayer which our presbyterian forms 
prescribe, whose eye wandered over their 
assembled brethren, and whose whole de- 
portment were that of persons no way 
interested in the petitions which the 
preacher was presenting. You too, bre- 
thren, have witnessed such conduct. And 
I ask you, appealing, as I am conscious 
of doing, to men open to conviction — I 
ask you, Could suen lay their hand on 
their hearts and solemnly say, I regard 
God as a Spirit, and I worship him in 
spirit and in truth? No, my friends ; con- 
science would not tolerate such an injury. 
It rises, I am sure, even now within them ; 
and w'ith a voice of condemnation, louder 
and deeper than they have ever listened 
to, it cries, that such is their guilty conduct. 
And oh that that voice would never, never, 
cease, till, from being worshippers of God 
only in form and in appearance, they be 
brought to his house, humbled under sin, 
seeking a Saviour, and paying their homage 
at the shrine of Jehovah, with the earnest- 
ness and sincerity of converted souls ! 

My brethren, that God, who is a Spirit, 
who pervades all space, who dwells in 
every portion of the universe, is, even now, 
with us. He hears every word I am speak- 
ing; he knows every sentiment you are 
feeling. And if these be not the words or 
the sentiments of sincerity, how shall we 
answer him at the great day of judgment? 
We know our duty, what if we do not per- 
form it? Away with that worship which 
is performed but to be seen of men ! It is 
a loathing in the sight of God. Can he 
take delight in being thus injured and in- 
sulted ? If it is worth our while to wor- 
ship God at all, it is surely wise for us to 
worship him in sincerity and truth. 

It is a common saying, but a true one, 
that we never properly estimate any thing 
till w’e have felt its loss. The child never 
values the parent sufficiently, till that 
parent is dead ; and then, oh, what tears 
of regret I what feelings of remorse, as 
instances throng upon his memory when 
he injured and neglected him ! Now he 
• could dig him from the grave with the 
very nails of his fingers, if that w’ould re- 
store him back to him. It is so with the 
public ordinances of the Gospel, by which 


the Deity is to be served. While the day 
of life, and health, and strength last, and 
the joyous hours of prosperity pass on, we 
think but little on the house of God, on 
the preaching of the Gospel, on the various 
means of grace ; and we will permit, per 
haps, the idlest, and silliest reason to detain 
us from them, w'hich we would not permit 
to detain us fi-om our marketings and mer- 
chandise, or from partaking in the festivi- 
ties of society. But, brethren, I shall sup- 
pose that such seasons have passed ; that 
the winter of life comes ; that the chilling 
influences of disease fall upon you ; blench- 
ing the cheek that is now so ruddy ; dimming 
the eye that is now so light ; palsying 
the hand that is now so strong ; enfeebling 
the limb that is now so firm : what would 
the diseased man give to have the privilege 
of even this night ! What would the dying 
man give to go to the house of God but 
once, and but once more mingle his voice 
with the voices of his brethren in the song 
of praise ! Such a time, brethren, will 
come ; it is surely, then, our wisest way to 
make suitable preparation for it. 

' My Christian friends, it must be consola- 
tory to know, that our God is not confined 
to temples made with men’s hands ; that 
he is everywhere present ; that the whole 
universe is full of him ; that he is every- 
where to be worshipped. Neither to Jeru- 
salem nor Gerizim, neither to this place or 
that, need w’e go to seek him ; he is found 
of us as we lie on our bed, and, amid the 
solitude and silence of night, offer up our 
prayers ; he is found of us when detained 
from public ordinances — from the house of 
sickness our supplications ascend. He will 
hear the widow when, concealed from the 
world’s gaze, her tears are shed; he will 
hear the orphan when kneeling by the cold 
grave of his father ; he will hear yoUy 
Christians, when the shadows of the ever- 
lasting night are beginning to gather, and 
your feet are stumbling upon the dark moun- 
tains ; he will hear you when, with the fear 
natural to humanity, and the faith quite as 
natural to the saints, you utter your last 
prayer, ere the soul be launched on the 
ocean of eternity. It is our glory that God 
is a Spirit, and everywhere present ; and it 
is our duty to worship him in spirit and in 
truth. 
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These were more noble than those of Thessalonica^ in that they received the word with 
all readiness of mind^ and searched the Scriptures daily ^ whether those things were 


so^ — Acts xvii, 2* 

In the preceding verses, we are informed, 
that St. Paul, having entered the synagogue 
of the Jews at Thessalonica, reasoned with 
hia countrymen whom he found in that city, 
no fewer than three Sabbath days, proving 
to them out of the Scriptures, that Jesus of 
Nazareth was indeed the Christ. A tumult, 
however, was maliciously excited against 
the Apostle, and in consequence of this 
tumult, he passed over to Berea. Here, 
too, “ he went into the synagogue of the 
Jews,” and it stands upon ihe record, that 
he found the Bereans well inclined, if not 
to receive the doctrine which he proposed 
to them, at all events to listen to it, and to 
investigate the truth. “ I'hese,” says he, 

were more noble than those of Thessa- 
lonica,” more ingenuous, more candid, more 
free to inquire, more patient to examine ; 
and he adds, “ that they searched the Scrip- 
tjires daily,” in order to ascertain whether 
the claims of Jesus, so zealously alleged 
and enforced by his Apostle, were well 
founded or not. They compared the pro- 
phecy with the event, the figure with the 
reality, the anticipation with the history 
and the fact. 

It was not to the doctors of the syna- 
gogue exclusively, that St. Paul addressed 
himself. Wc are rather to suppose that he 
took his place among the doctors, and 
taught the people. He spoke to the Jews 
who were present, without exception or 
particularity : and even the proselytes of 
the gate, who frequented iho synagogue, 
were comprehended within the reach of his 
argument, and smitten by the power of his 
VoL. V.— No. 188. 


eloquence. Hence it is said, that many of 
them believed, that is, of the Bereans 
generally speaking, whether doctors or 
otherwise ; and “ also, of honourable wo- 
men which were Greeks,” and proselytes 
of the gate, as the commentators have sup- 
posed ; “and of men, not a few.” 

The topic to wdiich 1 very humbly solicit 
your attention at present, is the following : 
— That while the people of Berea, whether 
learned or unlearned, received the truths of 
Christianity with all readiness of mind, they 
tried them at the same time, and judged of 
them, by the standard of Holy Writ. In 
one word, they exercised, both as a com- 
munity, and as individuals, the right of 
private judgment. 

And in rarther discoursing to you, I pro- 
pose, through God’s blessing, to establish 
or to illustrate these three things : — 

I. That every man is answerable for the 
use which he makes of his understanding, 
as w'ell as his active principles ; he must 
form just notions of God, and of his 
du^. 

II. That the Church of Rome has with- 
held the Bible from the people, and in this 
way, has withheld from them the means of 
forming just notions, on these important 
subjects. 

III. That the Reformation from Popery 
has restored to the people the use or the 
Bible ; and placed the means of adequate 
and correct information, within the reach 
of every man. 

I. Every man is answ'erable for the uso 
whicli he makes of his understanding, as 
2E 
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^ ell as his active principles ; he must form 
just notions of (*od, and of his duty. 

This/ kideed, is a very clear proposition,; 
but clear as it is, it contains a truth which, 
I am afraid, has not been attended to as its 
importance demands. We have no scruple 
in admitting- that we are bound to act 
rightly ; but we do not so promptly allow, 
or so frequently consider, that we are bound, 
likewise, to think justly. We are intellec- 
tual as well as moral creatures. We must 
form right opinions, by the use of right 
means. If these means are put into our 
power, and if we do not use them, we must 
answer for our negligence. And further, 
if w'e are not only permitted to use the 
means of information, but commanded to 
employ them with all diligence, and if we 
still refuse, we subject ourselves to a heavier 
responsibility, and aggravate the terrors of 
the judgment-«eat ; because, at one and the 
same time, we allow’ our opportunities to 
pass away unimproved, and resist the 
authority of Almighty God. 

We must “ search the Scriptures;” for 
there, and there alone, the means of infor- 
mation are to be found. We must search 
them, in order to learn what it is that God 
lias been pleased to reveal. We must study 
them carefully, and meditate, upon them, 
after the example of the Psalmist, by day 
fand by f night. We must endeavour to 
arrive at just notions of the great Spirit 
whom we worship ; not thinking him “alto- 
gether such a one” as ourselves. We must 
endeavour to conceive aright, of his uncon- 
troMable power, his everlasting being, his; 
;tmsbaken independence; of his inflexible, 
•justice, bis overflowing goodness, and his> 
ibcndei. mercy. We must endeavour to 
form correct notions of ourselves ; as guilty, 
etmdeumed, miserable, and helpless crea- 
.tusres. We must endeavour rightly to 
apprehend that .plan of foigiveness and of 
reconciliation, which occupies so large a 
.proportion of the sacred jiages, and on 
wdnch it, may be affirmed that the inspired 
writers delight to dw’ell. - We must address 
our understandings likewise, to form just 
-notions of, our duty: of the law, the uni- 
versality of ita requisitions, and the spiritual 
.nature of a Christian’s obedience. And 
wo must take care, lest w'O. should again be 
incumbered with the yoke of superstitious 
and unprofitable observances, which our 
lathers were not able to bear. Our humble 
supplication at God’s mercy-seat must be, 
and . each of us must offer it for himself, 

“ Teach rno, O Lord, the way of thy statutes, 
«nd 1 ishall > keep itunto the end r give me 
ttuderfitauding, and I shall Iteep thy law ; j 


yea, I shall observe it vviih my whole 
heart.” Psalm cxixr 33, 3 i. 

It is the duty of every, man to search the 
Scriptures. It is the duty, not merely of 
the rich and of the learned, but of the poor 
and of the ignorant. Will the rich man 
answer for the poor man, in the trial of the 
resurrection day ? Will the man of letters, 
who is skilful in many languages, who 
enjoys much leisure, and who reads many 
books, answer for him whose harder fate 
requires him io labour incessantly with his 
liands, and who know's nothing but his 
mother tongue? Will the Pope, or the 
Cardinals, or the Councils, or the Univer- 
sities, answer for the laity of Christendom ? 
Have the rich or the learned, an exclusive 
right to the treasures of heavenly know- 
ledge ? Has not the workman upon his 
bench, an understanding to he informed, 
and a heart to be sanctified, and a con- 
science to be quickened, and a soul to bo 
saved, as well as the professor in his pulpit ? 
Must we not account for the single talent 
as well as the five or the ten? Hast thou 
received only one talent? Thou art not 
permitted to hide it in a napkin ; or to 
fancy that thy Master is . an austere man, 
taking up that which ha laid not down, or 
reaping w here he had not sow’n ; lest, in the 
end of the world, Master should say 
unto thee, Out of thine own mouth, will 
I judge thee, thou wicked servaiit. Thou 
knewest that I was a« austere man, taking 
up that I laid not down, and reaping that I 
did not sow ; wherefore, then, gavest not 
tboQ my” money into the bank, that, at mv 
coming, I might have required mine own 
with usury ?” Luke xix. 22, 23. 

“ The "Apostle teaches,” says Wickiiffe, 
“ that w'e must all stand before the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ, and be answ erable for 
all the goods intrusted to us ; it is neces- 
•sary, therefore, that the - faithful should 
know these goods, and the use of them, 
that they may give a proper answ'er. For 
the answer by a prelate, or an attorney, 
will not then avail, but every man' must 
answer in his own person.”# 

II. The Church of Rome has withheld 
the Bible from the people ; and in this wav, 
has withheld from them the means of form- 
ing just notions, concerning God and their 
duty. 

I regard it as altogether unnecessary to 
prove, tliat when the Bible is w'ithbeld from 
the people, the only proper means of infor- 
mation are withheld from them. We must 
not receive “ for doctrines, the command- 

* Quoted br MHuer; Church Hist. toI iv. a. Ifit 
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mc'.Us of men.” Mat. xv. 9. It is the Scrip- 
and the Scripture alone, (not the 
comments of the fatiiers, or the traditions,) 
tirat “is given by inspiration of God, and 
U profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness : 
that the man of God may be perfect, 
througlily furnished unto all good works.” 
2 Tim. iii. IG. 17. 

But when we say, that the Church of 
Borne has withheld the Bible from the 
people, our meaning is, that she has chosen 
to shut it up in a language which the people 
cannot understand. She is not unwilling, 
it must be owned, to instruct the laity of 
any country, by addressing them from her 
pulpits, in the common language ; but she 
will not, or she dare not, translate the Scrip- 
ttjres, into the vernacular tongues, and put 
them, without note or comment, into the 
ha)ids of the public. 

In the year 1617, Cardinal Ximenes, 
archbishop of Toledo in Spain, and first 
minister of state to Ferdinand, surnamed 
the Catholic, completed an edition of the 
Bible in various languages. This edition 
is still in existence, though it is extremely 
scarce and dear. I am not aware that 
there is any copy of it to be found in Scot- 
land. The edition alluded to, was printed 
at Goraplutum, (now Alcala do Henares,) 
a town in Spain, and the seat of an univer- 
sity ; and from that circumstance, it has 
received the name of the Complutensian 
otlition. It is, as I have just stated, an 
edition of the sacred Scriptures in various 
hmguages, or in other words, it is a Poly- 
glot Bible: and it may be considered as 
the first book of that sort that ever w'as 
published.* Among a variety of other 
documents, it contains the Old Testament 
in Hebrew, and the whole Bible in Greek 
and in Latin.-j* 

I have introduced this short notice of the 


* Unless, iiidred, we rtg.ird tlic Hrxnpla of Origen as 
a rolyt’lot Dible. For an account of the Ilexapla, the 
r. ailcr may consult Marsh’s “ Course of Lc< tures, con- 
taining a Description amt Systematic arrangement of 
the several brairches of Divinity,” Fart 1. p. 5. Dr. 
Marsh speaks of the Hcxapla as a kind of Polyglot, 
'i liere is a map or 8i>cciineii of the Hcxapln in Pictet’s 
lireolngia vol. i. p. edit. Svo. Lugd. 

Fatavor. 1734. 

t Hobc editio quasi fundamentum erat, super quo 
plura ecditic^ruut, qui editiones prajcipuas sequentes 
adorn&rinit In cA exhibentur, Testamentum Vetus 
Hebraicum, cum Vulgata I.atiiia ; Versio Ixxii. Iritcr- 

. i_4.; t p.... 


genico ; Testamentum Novum Ciriccum ; sine spiritibui 
c-t acccutibus, ut i(>8um melius referret, cum 

l,atiua otiam trauslationc, Apparatu, &c. Preface to the 
London Polyglot, p. 3. See also Marsh’s Micha'dls, vol. it. 

£ art i. ch. xii. sect. i. Lc Long, Pibliothcc, Sac. ed. 
ia#ch. I' 


[ Complutensian Polyglot, with a view (o 
make the following remarks : — 

1. That though the Polyglot in question, 
was published only a few years before liie 
Reformation, and contains the sacred Scrip- 
tures in many langaages,as the name implies, 
it contains no version of these Scriptures, 
either in whole or in part, into any of the 
languages at that time spoken in Europe. 
And as far as I know, the example, thus 
unadvisedly set, h:is been followed by all 
the other editors of the Polyglot Bible.* 
Indeed, it was the opinion of Ximenes^ 
that Christianity would then sufler the 
greatest injury, when the holy books should 
be translated into the vulgar tongue. Tina 
illustrious Cardinal, was not only a very 
great scholar and statesman, but a zealous 
and powerful maker of proseljTes. He W'as 
particularly determined to achieve the con- 
version of the Moors, a people who consti- 
tuted, about the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, a large proportion of the popula- 
tion in Spain. Accordingly, he gained 
over many of their priests and chi^ men 
by means of bribes. He imprisoned, and 
treated with the greatest cruelty, such as 
were of slow apprehension, or refused to 
believe. He burnt 5,000 of their books 
in one great heap. These were .not only 
Korans and volumes of religion, but his- 
tory, poetry, and miscellaneous literature ; 
and no book whatever was exempted, if it 
contained in it any thing which related to 
the Mahometan superstition. A few trea- 
tises of medicine alone escaped the fire, 
and were laid up in the library of Alcala. 
But while Ximenes burnt the Koran, in 
order to convert the Moors, he refused to 
give them the Bible, or even the smallest 
portion of it, either in their own language, 
or in that of Spain. When the thing was* 
j)roposod to him, and proposed to him it 
ivas^ he would by no means agree to it ; 
saying, “ it were sin to cast pearls before 
swine. ” He affirmed that men might easily 
be converted without the Bible ;f and . 
according to his notions of conversion, it 
must be admitted that there is some truth 
in the statement. And lastly, to all his 
other reasonings upon this subject, the 
Cardinal added the following very strange 
one; that though some books of piet}’ 
written in the vulgar tongue, might safely 
be Ur^ed, the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament, “ should be kept in 

♦ Wickltflb’s Translation would have formed a goc4 
addition to the London Polyglot ; it (Uiat h Wickliffe’* 
Translation,) was publislieil about tha year 1380, 
f See Maxiii’s Michael, vol. ii. part L ch. xii. sect 1. 
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three languages onlg^ which God, not with- 
out the greatest mystery, had ordered to 
be placed over the head of his dear Son, 
when he suffered the death of the cross.”* 

But I have introduced a short notice of 
the Complutensian Polyglot, in order to 
remark, 

2. That, taking the Polyglot of Complu- 
tum exactly as we find it, an unreasonable 
preference seems to have been given, in 
that celebrated edition, to the Latin Vul- 
gate. Even the learned editors of Alcala, 
appear to have viewed the translation of 
Jerome, that is, the Latin Vulgate, with a 
peculiar complacency. There is a well 
known passage in their preface to the first 
volume, which singularly illustrates the 
statement I have just made. They are 
speaking of the Hebrew Scriptures on, the 
one hand, and the Greek upon the other ; 
and they say, that between these, they 
have placed the Vulgate or Latin transla- 
tion, in some such way, as Christ himself 
was placed between the two thieves^ one of 
them upon his right hand, and tlie other 
upon the lefr.f 

But the translation of Jerome, or the 
Latin Vulgate, was soon to receive a pre- 
ference much more exclusive, and the 
sanction of a higher authority. This pre- 
ference, and this sanction, it received from 
the Council of Trent. 

As the reformation from popery advanced, 
and as the translations of the sacred Scrip- 
tures were published or sought after, and 
were passing into the hands of the people, 
a great Council of the lloraish Church was 
hm : it was convened by the authority of 
the Pope, and it sat down at Trent, in the 
year 1545. The propriety of giving the 
Bible to the people, or in other words, the 
propriety or the impropriety of disseminat- 
ing the Scriptures in the vernacular tongues, 
appears to have been one of the first sub- 
jects which occupied the attention of this 
notable Council. Accordingly, they have 
promulgated certain famous decrees respect- 
ing it ; and those decrees are the more 
worthy of our consideration, because they 
are still regarded by the chief advocates of 
the papacy, as obligatory over the w’holc 
Romish Church. 

The first decree upon this subject w’as 


^m^uT^^****^^** Inquisition, chap. xxiv. 

t Mediam inter Mat, iMUnani beati H ierony mi tram 
velut inter synago;<am, et eccleiiam orientaleir 
posutmus ; Unouara duos hinc et Inde latroncs, medim 
autem iMum. hoc est Romanam live Latinam eccU 
. noticed by WeUtein, an 

^ot^ by Michaehs, vol. ii. part I. ch. aSL ^ I. (Marsh 
Muhael) Vide eiiam HmesU Institut Interpret. N. *] 
Pu Inl. 


passed in the 4th Session of the Council- 
It begun by declaring authoritatively “ that 
the L^tin translation of the Scriptures made 
or revised by St. Jerome, and kiiowm by the 
name of the Vulgate translation,”* was 
AUTHENTIC. No doubt, it is hard to 
say, what the Tridenline Fathers meant by 
the epithet, “ authentic whether that the 
Vulgate was the pure dictate of the Holy 
Ghost, because the council had declared it 
to be so;f whether it was only eqtial in 
value to the original text, of which it w as 
ft translation ; or whether they meant no- 
thing more than that it was a good and 
useful version of the primary Seri jjtu res 
into the Latin tongue. And it is of no 
consequence to enter into this inquiry at 
present ; because in the very same decree, 
they ordain, that the translation of Jerome 
shall be used and appealed to exclusively, 
“ in all public reading of the Scriptures,” 
and “ in all disputations, sermons, and 
expositions and farther, “ that no one 
shall presume or dare to reject” the said 
translation of Jerome or Latin Vulgate, 
upon any pretext whatsoever.J 

Let me beg your attention for a moment, 
to the meaning and spirit of this decree. 

No English, French or German transla- 
tion is to be used in the service of the 
Church : and far less, are the people to 
receive the Scriptures in their own lan- 
guage, as a gift from their instructors, and 
to peruse them for themselves. 

it was by a severe and sweeping impli- 
cation, that the laity w'ere excluded from 
the use of the Bible ; for even the clergy, 
under whose management the interests of 
the Church might have been considered as 
safe, wore not permitted to read it to them 
in a language which they were able to 
understand. Latin, indeed, the people 
might have occasionally, if they liked the 
sound of it ; (and it is said to have a pecu- 
liar majesty in the sound,) but not one 
syllable of the Scriptures in their native 

• Gregory’* Church Hist vol. ii. p. 345. 
f “ If the Council (of Constance, A. D. 1411,) should 
tell you,” said one of the Doctors to Hubs, ‘‘ that you 
have but one eye, though you have really two, you 
would be obliged to agree with the Council.’* “ wbile 
God keeps me in my senses,” replied Huss, “ I would 
not say such a thing against my conscience, on the en. 
treaty or command of the whole world.” Milner's 
Church Hist. vol. iv. p. 244. 

J The original words of the decree are these: — *' Jn_ 
super eadem saerosancta Synndus, considerans, non 
parum utilltatis accedcre posse £cclc‘sice Dei, si ex om. 
nibus Latinis editionibus,quw circumferuntur, sacrorum 
librorum, quaenani pro authentidi habenda sit, innotos. 
cat; statuit et declarat, ut hacc ipsa vetus et vulgata 
cdit'io, Quoe longo tot ^ecuiorum usu, in ipsn Ecclesia, 
probata est, in publicU IcctUmifnis^ dispioationibus et erpo>. 
sitionibus^ pro authenticA habetur ; et irr nemo ill.am 
HEJICERR, quovis PRjETEXTL’, AUREAT VEL presum 4T.** 
I Vide S.irrosanct. ct (Kcumcnic. Concil. 'i rident Cai>^ 
I nes et Decreta. Sees. iv.. 
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tong’ue. They were to take the doctrine 
of Balvatioii iniplicitly from the hand of the 
priest ; and, or course, just as much or as 
little of it, as it suited his purpose to give ; 
and they were to receive it too, with what- 
ever aspect or colouring, be thought pro- 
per to propose it.* Indeed, if they re- 
ceived it at all, it was not in their power 
to do any thing else. They had not the 
means of inquiring, and of jmlging for 
themselves. The Church to which they 
belonged, had cruelly depriveil them of 
tiiose means. One of its most celebrated 
councils, in one of its most solemn decrees, 
a decree, which was ratihod by the Pope, 
and which is still binding upon the papal 
communities, had ordained that they should 
not have them. 

Thus the key of knowledge was left in 
the possession of an interested, corrupt, aud 
tyrannical priesthood ; and the right of pri- 
vate judgment was for ever taken awa\'. I 
have often wondered with what colour of 
decency, I had almost said, with what fore- 
head of presumptuous and guilty composure, 
a Roman Catholic clergyman could preach 
from such a text as this. “ Search the 
Scriptures ; for in them ye think ye liave 
eternal life ; and they are they vhicii tes- 
tify of me.” John v. 39.f 

But what are the ])CO|)le to do ? You 
cannot deprive them of their laiioiiJ int- 
ture ; their understandings will be at work 
one way or another. Some opinions, or 
something in the place of opinions, they 
must have. What do you propose for them, 
therefore, since you will not give them the 

In answer to these questions, I might 
quote to you two other decrees promulgated 
by the Council of Trent — one of them con- 
cerning the intcrj)retation of Scripture, and 


« “ Cum nou abhorreant, quandci sentoiiUtE queedam 
Scripturoe, doceucU), trunsferar.tur in v a res linguae ; 
hoc tainen damnant, si /u/a.eci iptura, versione. scripta, 
ila transferatur. Quare auteni Itoc ? nisi quod voluiit 
hanc sibi licentiam reservarc, ut (jUi£quiU Hbet, et qtutn- 
twn libel, jiofmlo firopomni. : cui iuciunbat 
credendi, siite vUa ayudicclwnc. \'idcnt. autein hanc 
licentiam non fore integram.jsi populus iijse Scripturam, 
in lingua vulgari, ct uotA, legcre i>ossit. Utec est ilia 
IlcM)ui i hinc ilia: lachrymte. Exaniw). Concjl. TriUen- 
tin. per D. IX Martin. Chemnicium, p. 55. 

f I have no doubt that there have been many con- 
scientious members of the Church of Home. The piety 
of Fenelon and of Pascal is well known ; yet Fenelon 
wrote a treatise, to prove that the Scriptures should not 
he perused in the vulgar tongue. See a letter to the 
P.Uhop of Arras, on reading the Holy Scriptures in the 
vulgar tongue, by Monseigucur de Salignac dc la Mothe 
Fcuclon, Archbishop of Cambray, trarrslated into Eng- 
lish by the Rev. Mr. Peach, Pastor of St. C had’s Chapel, 
EiriniiJgham, and published IblC, by W. E. Andrews, 
'i'o which is subjoined an approbation bv the II. H. Hr. 
John Milner, liishoji of Castabala and Vie.tr Aiwstolic 
of the Midland district ; rvl'crred to in Bla.t ’a Hcvival of 
popvrr , just published. 


the ather concerning tne value of the tra- 
ditions ; but your time will not permit me 
to introduce them ;at present. 1 bog, how'- 
ever, it may be undei^tood, that when I 
decline to quote these two other decrees, 
I do so, merely because 1 would not en- 
croach upon your patience. I have no wisli 
to elude the question. You must not Taney 
tlnU I cannot bring them forward. The 
decrees are upon the record, and any man 
may consult them if he chooses,* 

1 observe in general, that, in order tO' meet 
the difficulty above alluded to, the papists 
have invented theirdoctrineof implicit faith. 
According, to this doctrine, the people are 
in no sort or degree the judges of theologi- 
cal truth. It is not necessary for them to 
inquire into the moauing of Scripture, and 
therefore it is not necessary for them to 
read it. They need scarcely have any opi- 
nion at all. They are only to hold by this 
simple proposition. “ I believe whatever 
the Church believes.” It is even unneces- 
sary to inquire what it is that the Church 
believes ; whether a large creed or a small 
one ; with many articles or w ith few’ ; whether 
she argues her case, or w hether she merely 
propoiiids the faith whether her interpreta- 
tions are really the interpretations of the 
fathers or not ; or w bother her traditions 
have actually been handed down : no iiives- 
dgution, lio judgment, is requisite or al- 
owed ; all that is necessary is, that by one 
great gulp of inttllectiml deglutition^ the 
people shall swallow this single proposi- 


♦ The. Decree or Canm concerni»g the Jolerpr^laiioii 
qf Scripture. 

1 “ rrailcre.i, ad coercwida'^tulantia ingenia, deccnilr. 

ut jucMito, .%u£e prudentimmnixus in rebus fidei, et morum 
' atl a*dilit'ationem doctrinae christianae pertinentium, 
sacram Scripturam ad auos sensus con torquens, contra 
eum sensum, quem tenxut et temt^sancta. Mater Ecclesia, 
eujus est /udicare^ de vero sensu et vderpretatioHC serrp- 
turarunt aanctarum y aut etiam contra unaniinem con. 
sciisum Fatrura, ipsam Scripturam sacram interpretarl 
audeat ; etiam si hujusmodi interpretationes, nulla iin- 
quam in tempore, edenda forent. Qui contravenerint, 
per Ordinaries declarcutur. ct pacuis a jure statutis. 
paniantur.” This decree excludes altogetlmr the right 
of private judgment. 

The Hecree or Canon relating to the Traditions is aa 
follows. It fairly and unblushingly sets the traditions 
of the Church upon a level with the inspired books. 
“ Bacrosanctu Tridenlina Synodus— perspiciens hanc 
Toritatem et di-sciplinara contineri, in libris script is et 
sine scripto fraditioaibuSt qusc ipsius Christi ore ab Ap^ 
tolis acceptie, aut ab ipsis Apostolis, Spiritu Sancto dic- 
taiite, quasi per maims tradita;, ad iios usque pervenerunt, 
drthodoxorum Fatrum exompla secuta, om.nes i.imtoit 
tam Veterisquam Novi Testament! (cum utriusque unu.*? 
Dcus sit auctor,) nec non TrtAPiTioNKs ipsas, turn «<l 
(idem, turn ad mores pertinentes, tanquam vcl ore tenuei 
a Christo, vel a Spiritu Sancto dictatas, et continua sue- 
cessione, in EcclesiA Catholica conscrvatas.PARi pietatis 

AFP! Cl’U, ET REVKBP.NTIA, KUSCIPIT, I T VKNERATUR.*’ 

This decree forms part of the Decretum do CanonicSs 
Scripturis, and is not generally printed b> itself. Vide 
Concil. 'Iriilent Canoues et Decrcla, Siws. iy. Vide 
ftiom Chomuicii F.xmncn, p. 

2 E 2 
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Uon, •* I believe wbalever the Church be- 
lieves.*** 

Thus are the laity of Christendom repre- 
sented in no other lig:ht than as the reci- 
pients of matter prepared for them by the 
Church. How degraded must the state of 
Europe have been when the doctrine of 
implicit faith was generally admitted I In 
the popish books, the people are often com- 
pared to sheep, “ silly animals,” as Lainez^ 
the general of the Jesuits, expressed it, 
“ which have no part or choice whatever in 
conducting themselves,’* and surely the me- 
lancholy exactness of the similitude is abun- 
dantly apparent. Think for a moment of a 
popish congregation in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. They have no Bibles in their hands ; 
they could not read them if they had them ; 
the prayers which they offer are in an un- 
known tongue ; they may be addressed 
fVom the pulpit, it is true, but it is never 
supposed that they are to judge of what 
they hear ; their rational and accountable 
nature, that which distinguishes them from 
the very brutes, is kept entirely out of view; 
they are merely a mass of materials, to be 
wrought into shape, and used for the pur- 
poses of those who have more information, 
and often less integrity than themselves. 

We have read, my friends, in our youth, 
of patriot men, the avengers of a country*s 
wrongs; and after witnessing, in severe 
experience, the meanness and the selfishness 
of mankind, w e turn again to the page of 
history, with eagerness increased a thousand 
fold ; and vve trace, with a tlirilling emo- 
tion the sacred steps of Leonidas, of Wal- 
lace, or the archer Tell ; and a nation’s 
gratitude bids the monument arise to per- 
petuate the memory of their deeds ; of fet- 
ters broken and for ever cast away, of 
tyranny overthrown, of justice recalled from 
the heavens, and fixing her abode once more 
upon the earth. And shall no eye turn with 
eagerness to the page which tells us of the 
mind emancipated ; shall no heart throb 
w ith emotion, shall no breath breathe irre- 
gular, as we read of those who burst the 
bands of spiritual slavery ; who restored 
the reason to its freedom ; and taught the 
man, intellectual and at large, judging for 
himself, and aware of the responsibility, to 
claim the place which belongs to him among 
tbe works of his Creator? 1 would bind 
the laurel on the patriot’s brow; 1 would 
join with you, my countrymen, (if such your 

* See Campbell’s Lect. on Ecclesiastical History, Vol. 
1 1. !». 255. “ Kt quidem ita, ut non opus sit, vel cogitare, 
vel Inquiroro, vel intclligere, quci, aut qualia, siut ill*, 
*n, ot ubi, in verbo l>ci babeant fundamenta.” Cbcmnic. 
libtamen. C. T. p. GO. 


puiposc be) in adding a stone to the lieap 
which covers his remains ; but while the 
fame of Wallace is to be preserved by an 
additional security, jbu/ scorn do I hold it 
to be under the necessity of reminding you, 
that no column has been raised to the me- 
mory of Knox, and that no church or public 
edifice, throughout the land which he de- 
delivered, has been inscribed with his 
name.* 

But it may be said, w'hatever the papists 
may have done in the middle ages, or in 
times previous to the Reformation, they do 
not, at present, withhold the Bible from the 
people. There are certairdy such things as 
popish versions of the Scriptures into the 
vulgar tongues. 

To this objection I answer, that, when 
placed in peculiar circumstances, the papists 
have, in more instances than one, translated 
the Scriptures into the common languages ; 
but they have done so, merely because they 
were placed in peculiar circumstances. In 
general, it may be affirmed, that the Pro- 
testants have shamed them into the mea- 
sure. They have not adopted it, of their 
own motion or preference, either willingly 
or freely. 

I readily admit, that there are such things 
as popish versions of the Scripture into the 
vulgar tongues. There is, for instance, the 
Rhemish New Testament, which was pub- 
lished in the year 1582; and there is the 
Doiiay Old Testament, which came forth 
in 1670. But the authors of the Rhemish 
version are not ashamed to confess, that 
they were compelled, by the circumstance! 
in which they were placed, to translate the 
New Testament into English. f They even 
judge it necessary to set down this confes- 
sion in their own preface. In other circum- 

* This sermon was preached ^oon after a mooting had 
boon lield in Cjlasgow, with a view to erect a monument 
to the memory of Wallace; Henry JMonteith, Esq. of 
Carstairs, Lord Provost of tlie city, in the chair. 

f “ Which translation we do not, for all that, publish 
upon erroneous opinion of necessitie, that the Holy erip- 
tures should always be in our mother-tongue, or that 
they ought or were ordained of God to be read intijfl'e?w 
ently of all, or could bC easily understood of eve» y o»m* 
that readeth or heareth them in a known languof’r ; or 
that they were not often, through man’s malice . r in- 
tirmitie, much hurtfull to many : or that we genemlly 
and absolutely deemed it more convenient in itself, hikI 
more agreeable to God’a word, and honour and i ihf ea. 
tion of the faithfiill, to have them turned into vulgar 
tongues, than to be kept and studied only in the eccle- 
siastical and learned languages: Nor for thesi-, nor 
ANY 8UCH LiKB CAUSES, doc we translate this s.icreU 
booke, but upon special I consideration of the iiresc^nl 
/rme, state and condition of our coutUry^ unto vhM'h 
divers things are either neccssarie or profitable, or 
roedicinable now, that otherwise, in the peace ot ih* 
church, were neither much requisite, nor perebairce 
tuAotfy/y/tvoA/c.” Preface to the Khemish N. T. p I. '1 ha 
reader will do well to consult this preface. The llhcniish 
translators ye// that they were doing a thing which was 
contrary tu the priuciples of their church. 
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stances, tell us, the things “ were 

neither much requisite, nor perchance 
M’holly tolerable.” 

The unprincipled polic}’ of the Church of 
Rome allows her members to temporize. 
That church knows perfectly well when to 
remain quiescent, and when to urge her 
claims, and to push them resolutely to the 
issue. But though she stoops and lies close, 
and waits for her opportunity, and even 
makes it convenient to wait a long while, 
she never fails to improve it w'hen it occurs. 
A period of much ignorance is one of her 
chosen occasions, and a very weak reign is 
another. The Spaniard is her prey at pre- 
sent. That king appears to have had cer- 
tain doubts, of a troublesome nature, and 
also certain fears, lest his Castilians should 
become irreligious, in consequence of their 
intercourse with the English. The “ holy 
mother church” contrived to hear (by acci- 
dent, as it were,) of those difficulties and 
unpleasant forebodings ; and she forthwith 
re-established the Inquisition in the Spanish 
dominions, to the infinite abatement of the 
royal apprehensions. She never relinquishes 
any princifilc w'hich she has once enter- 
tained. She is an infallible cluirch, and 
cannot do it. She may make some show 
of giving the Scriptures to the people (just 
as she may talk about liberality and tolera- 
tion) when the world would cry out against 
her if she did not; but let the case bo 
changed, and she will certainly withdraw 
them. The papist dislikes the Bible, be- 
cause popery and the Bible are at variance. 
He permits the common use of the sacred 
WTitings, only u hen he oaimot help it. I 
never heard of a Roman Catholic preacher 
who enjoined or exhorted his hearers to 
read the Scriptures. 

The truth is, that the papists have uni- 
formly put the Bible into the hands of the 
laity w'ith very great reluctance. This was 
altogether the case in former times, and it 
is very miicli the case in the present day. 

The version must be a])provc(l of b}' the 
Church. The Pope himself, or the Cardi- 
nals, must examine it. If it comes forth at 
all, it usually comes in a very expensive 
shape, so that the people cannot buy the 
book. It is surrounded too with such a 
flood of annotations, that the text, in some 
of the popish versions, has been compared 
to Noah’s ark ih the midst of the waters. 
These annotations, while they go near to 
swallow up the sacred Scriptures, increase 
the price of the copies in a very great de- 
gree. And let it he for ever observed, 
that, in the estimation of Roman Catholics, 
the note or cemment upon the text is of 


equal value with the text itself; for the 
Council of Trent has most solemnly decreed, 
that as the Church alone has the right of 
interpretation, so the sense of the Church 
is the only true sense of Scripture.* 

Even when the book is approved of, and 
published, it is not given freely to the world. 
The man who reads it mu» have the per- 
mission of the Church. However strange 
it may sound in Protestant ears, however 
much it may rouse the feelings of indignant 
protestantism, he must have a license in 
writing from the bishop or inquisitor, from 
his parish priest or coniessor, before he can 
look into his Bible. The ecclesiastical 
authorities must judge of each case as it 
occurs, and give the Scriptures only to those 
who are likely to make a proper use of 
them. And by the fourth rule of tlie Coun- 
cil of Trent, if any unlicensed person shall 
presume to read the Bible in the vulgar 
tongue, or to keep it in his possession, who 
thcr he reads it or not, he shall on no ac- 
count receive absolution ; and farther, l)y 
the same rule, if any bookseller shall sell a 
copy, even of a Catholic version, to an un- 
licensed person, or concede to him tlio use 
of it in any other way, he sliall forfeit ibe 
price of the copy, and be otherwdwse punish- 
ed, according to the discretion of the spirit- 
ual jiidgo.f 

Let me now corroborate these statements, 
ami strengthen, at the same time, the whole 
of the argument under this second head, by 
a short historical detail. 

In the year of our Lord 1408, Arundel, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, decreed, in a 
convocation held at Oxford, “ that no un- 
authorized person should translate any text 
of Scripture into Engli^h or any other lan- 
guage, by way of book or treatise ; and that 
no translation made, cither in, or since, 
Wicklifie’s lime, should be read, till ap- 
proved by the bishoji of the diocese, or ;\ 
provincial council. J In conseqtience of this 
decrees several persons were put to death, 
(burned) for having read the New Testa- 
ment and the Ten Commandments in Wick- 
liffe’s translation. 

In the reign of king Henry V., A.D. 
1414, a law w^as made, by which all Lol- 
lards, or those who possessed or read any 
of Wickliffe’s books, w'ere declared to be 
guilty of treason, and their gooils w ere or- 


♦ Vide Chemnlcii Examen. Concif. Trident, p. 59. 

+ Vide “ Do Libris Prohibitis, Hegul. x.” usually an- 
nexed to the Canoncs et Docreta, Cone. Trid. The 4th 
Rule gives a full prohibitory power to the clergy ; nnd 
can any man dream that they will not exercise it ? 

t See Lewis’s History of the Translations of the Bibie 
and 'I'c.'tamcnt, p. 40. 

\ Lewis’s Hist, of Translat. p. 46, Sec also Preface U» 
the Uhemish N. T. parag. 4 
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datned to be confiscated.** This law was ! 
considered as particularly directed against j 
those who read the New Testament in the 
of Wickliffe*s translation.* 

In the year 1429, Nicholas Bel ward was 
accused of having in his possession a New 
Testanoent, which he had bought in London 
for 4 mcrks and 40 peace, or £2 16s. 8d,, 
a sum equivalent to more than forty pounds 
at presen t.f 

in 1530, Henry Forrest was put to death 
at Sl Andrew’s, in our own country, by a 
sentence of the Episcopal Court ; and one 
of the charges against him was, that he had 
ill his possession a copy of the New Testa- 
;nent in the vulgar tongue. J 

In the year 1538, a whole impression of 
^,0 English Bible, (Matthewe’s) consisting 
/»i* 2,500 copies, was seized at Paris by the 
orders of the Inquisition, (though tlie King 
of France had licensed the printer,) and 
committed to the flames.} 

Notwithstanding these measures, how- 
ever, prohibitions, persecutions, and hostile 
attempts of irregular and varied malignity, 
tlie desire for tho Bible in the English lan- 
guage, appears to have increased. It is 
iikcw'iso to be noticed, that, a considerable 
time before the year 1543, the theology of 
King Henry VIII. had begun to waver; 
and it continued to vibrate, as every body 
knows, according to the purposes or the 
humours of that capricious monarch, between 
the papacy on the one hand, and the refor- 
mation on the other. In these circum- 
stances, the Bible was Aa^given, as it were, 
to the people. It was prohibited when the 
popish tendencies of the royal theologian 
prevailed ; and it was allowed, w'hen the 
kmg regaled himself, in idea, with the plun- 
der of another monastery, or when the pon- 
tilf was refractory about a fresh divorce. It 
was therefore enacted, A.D. 1543, “that 
110 women, except noblewomen and gentle- 
ivomen, w/io might read to thejnselves 
alone^ and not to others; nor artificers, 

* In the said parliament (one held at Leicester) the 
King made this most blasphemous and cruel act to be a 
law f<jr ever, that whatsoever they were that should 
read the Scriptures in their mother tongue (which was 
then called Wickleu's learningl they should forfeit land, 
cattle, body, life, and goods, from their heirs for ever ; 
and be condemned for heretics to God, enemies to the 
crown, and most arrant traitors to the land,” Townley’s 
Biblical Anecdotes, p. 150. 

+ Townloy’s Rihlical Anecdotes, p. 157. 

t ” 'i'hair w.'is ano Forres of LinFithgow taikin, who, 
ftt ler lung impreisonment i>i the said town of St. Androis, 
was ndjudgit to the fire, be the s.aid Bischope, James 
Beatoun and his doctors ; for none uthef cryrae, lK»t 
bccaus ho had a New Testament, in Inglishche." Knox, 
Hist, of Reform, p 19. Fo.x’s Martyrol. SU5. See also 
flume’s Hist, of England, Henry VIII. A. D. 1541. 

\ Neivcomo’s Historical View of Eng. Bihlicnt Trans- ; 
Iftt p, 41. See also Virype's Life of Crantner, n 83, and I 
^’otcxxx. j 


apprentices, journeymen, serving-men, hus- 
bandmen, nor labourers, w’ere to read the 
Bible or New Testament in English, to 
themselves or to any others, privately or 
openly, upon pain of one month’s imprison- 
ment.” This Act, which related to Tyndal’s 
Bible, comprehended in its operation by far 
the greater part of the people of England ; 
and in the year 1546, a similar Act was 
passed, prohibiting Coverdale’s Bible as 
w'ell as Tyndal's.* 

I pass over many other laws and artifices 
to withhold the Bible from the commonalty, 
and among tho rest, an attempt, which per- 
haps w'ould have answered the purpose 
extremely well, to retain tho principal Aa/iVi 
words in the English version. This insi- 
dious attempt w^as made by Gardiner, bisho[> 
of Winchester, and the popish faction, in 
King Henry the Eighth’s time, A.D. 1542. f 
But I go on to remark, that very lately, 
(1813,) a proposal was made by a number 
of Protestants residing in London^ to tho 
English Catholic Board, relative to the cir- 
culation of tho Scriptures. The proposal 
was in substance, as follows : That the Pro- 
testants would publish, at their owm ex- 
pense, tlie popish version of the New’ Tes- 
tament, called the Rhernish version, if the 
Catholic Board, in conjunction w’ith the 
clergy of the Romish Church, w'ould circu- 
late the copies, without note or comment or 
disperse them among the people in that 
state, cither gratuitously, or at a small price. 
The proposal, however, was rejected. The 
Roman Catholic clergy, as they themselves 
unblusliingly declared, “ would never put 
the English Scriptures into the hands oftiio 
poor and ignorant.” They w ould not allow 
them to be ])rinted and circulated without, 
the Rhernish notes, which breathe such a 
spirit of exclusive intolerance, and of blood- 
thirsty persecution against the Protestants ; 
and they would not disperse them gratuit- 
ously, cither with such notes, or wdthout.J 

And to complete the proof, let me request 


«t Newcomc’!? Historical View of Eng. Biblical Trans- 
lat. pp. 54, 50, 58. 

f The words are enumerated by Fuller, Churclj 
Hist book V. p. 237, folio, l.^ndon, 1655, and by Lewis, 
Hist, of Traiislat. of Bible into English, p. 146, Ed. 181 \». 
The following may serve as a sample of them : Ecclesi.!, 
piCmtentM, pontifcx,justitia, bapfizare, martijr^ adorare, 
simulacrum^ corj/Uiu'r tihi pater, pants propositionis, idolutu, 
pascha, iwpositio mnnvum, sanelus, cv7\ft'ssio, coimnuyi-u, 
sacramenlum, elcmenla, contritus, holocnusta, cercmunlu, 
mystcrium, presbyter, sacrijicium, huniHitas, sati^factiu, 
peccatum, gratia, bnstia, clutritas, &c. Upon theaUem}»t 
ulludcd to, even Mr. Hume remarks, “ that it was plainly 
calculated for no other purpo.'^e tlian to retain the people 
in thoir ancient ignorance.” Hi«t. of England, licnry 
VIII., 1.54”. 

$ See Correspond once on the Formation, &c. of tho 
Roman Catholic Bible Society, London, 1813, and Mr. 
Blair’s LpIUts to Wilhorforee on the* Revival of Popery: 
Appendix, I.onrton, Ogle & Co. 1819. See abo Letter 
Kvli pp. ii.iy, liO. 
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your attention to the which was issued, 
about two years ago, by the reigtiing Pon- 
tiff (Pius VII.), apinst the Bible Society, 
and its auxiliary institutions ; a Bull pro- 
jected, and prepared, and published, at this 
time of day, amidst the light and the liber- 
ality of the nineteenth century. The mourn- 
ful document in question is addresed to the 
Archbishop of Gnezn, Primate of Poland, 
and bears date, June 29th, 1816. It speaks 
of the Bible Societies os dangerous to Chris- 
tianity ; and it denounces the circulation of 
the Scriptures in the common languages, by 
means of those societies, as a defilement of 
the faith. It requires the Archbishop to 
put down all su(;h societies by every method 
within his reach ; whether b}'' power^ by 
counsel^ or by authority. It says, that the 
Bible printed by heretics, that is, by Pro- 
testants, is to be numbered among other 
prohibited boohs. And it imposes upon 
the papal church the necessity of adhering 
to what it calls the salutary decree of the 
Congregation of the Index^ (June IJltli, 
1757,) “ that no versions of the Bible in the 
vulgar tongue be permitted, except such as 
are approved by the Apostolic See, or pub- 
lished with annotations extracted from the 
writings of the holy fathers of the Church.* 

There is another document of a similar 
kind, addressed to the Archbishop of Mohi- 
lofF, in Russia, and bearing date, September 
3d, ISIG.f 

Surely, therefore, I have made out the 
case, that the papists have \miformly put 
the Scriptures into the hands of the people, 
with great limitation and reluctance ; and I 
hope I have succeeded likewise in infusing 
into your breasts, or establishing a suspicion, 
which I believe to be perfectly well ground- 
ed, that if the circumstances of Society w ere 


♦ Tlie Council of Tholouso, which was hcKl A. D. 
1229, prohibited the laity from reading the Scriptures, 
rpen in La/in, unless, perhaps, the Psalter, or Breviary, 
or the Hours of the Blessed Virgin, if any devout person 
wished to have the use of a copy. But tJjcy were on no 
account to have either the Psalter, or Breviary, or the 
Hours, in the vtdgar tongue, The following are the words 
of the Decree 

“ Capitula XIV. "Se Laid hatteant l&ros Scrij^urtr, 
prefter PsalUrium et Divinuni (iffidum > ei cos lioros ne 
habeant in vulgari lingua. 

Prohibemus etiam, ne libros Veteris Testament! aut 
Kovi, Laici permittantur habere ; forte Psalterium, 
vel Brevarium pro divinis officiis, aut Horas Bcate 
Maris, aliquis ex devotione habere velit. Sed ne prs- ! 
missos libros in vulf'ari transtatos, abciissimb iNiiiBi:- 
Mus.” Vid. p. 4110, Tom. XI. Part I. Sacrosanc. Concil. 
ad Regiara Edit &C. PhiL Labboei et Gabr. Cossart : 
LuL Par. 1671.— Concilium Tolosanum, Anno 1229. De 
nquirendis Hsroticis. 

After this, what nhall we say of the Rev. Mr. Oan- 
dolphy's Assertion, “ that the Catholic Church has never 
absolutely prohiLired the reading of the Scriptures.** 
Sermon annexed to the first letter to Dr. Marsh, p. (>8. 

f Sec the whole ot this subject treated with much 
plain and powerful reasoning by Mr. M*Gavin, in the . 
Protestant. Nos XXX, XXXI, XXXII, XXXI 11, 
XXXIV. XXXV. 1 


sr* 

to change, or, in other words, if the Church 
of Rome were ever to regain her ascendency 
over the public mind, she would withdraw 
them altogether.* 

III. The Reformation from popery has 
restored to the people tlie use of the Bible, 
and placed the means of adequate and correct 
information within the reach of every man. 

It wore a waste of argument to prove 
that the Reformation from popery has re- 
stored the Bible to the people. It is in 
consequence of the Reformation that yo!i 
have the Scriptures at this moment in your 
hand.s. We yield not in one article of otn- 
faith, no, not In one fragment or comer of 
an article to human authority. The preacher 
of the Gospel throughout the churches of 
the Reformation sends his hearers to the 
Bible for the proof of every syllable that he 
utters : “ Whdtsaith the Scripture?” “ how 
readcst thou r” are our chief questions ; 
“ thus saith the Lord,” is our watchword ; 
“ to the law and to the testimony,” is our 
battl e-cry. f 

It was by the perusal of the Scriptures 
that Luther's own mind w^as first opened to 
the reception of the truth as it is in Jesus. 
It was in the free exercise of private judg- 
ment that he rejected the interpretations of 
a church, w’hich called itself infallible. 

It was in St. Paul’s epistles to the Ro- 
mans and to the Galatians that this extra- 
ordinary man found for himself the great 
doctrine of justification by faith; a doctrine 
directly and broadly opposed to the popish 
tenet of meritorious works ; a doctrine e.\- 
clusively Protestant ; and with the acknow- 
ledgment or rejection of which, as Luther 
himself expresses it, the Church of Christ 
shall ever .stand or fall. It w'as in the pro- 
phecies of the New Testament that he traced 
the features of “ the Man of Sin.” It was 
the humble and painful study of the second 
epistle to the Thessalonians w hich impressed 
it upon his conviction, that the papacy it- 
self, in the intolerant presumption of its ill- 
founded claims, and in its guilty exercise, 
was none other than that antichristian power 
which w*as to lift itself up on high, in the 
latter days, and to usurp the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. He read, and prayed, 
and discerned, and believed. And he zea- 
lously recommended to others what he prac- 


* I am Aware that the Bible is used as a class book in 
the Glasgow Hibernian schools. 

t Had it not been for tiie Keforioation, the Vulgate 
would, in time, have taken place, even of the sacred 
originals themselves. “ The early Reformers, especially 
Luther and Melancthon, thought it one of the most im- 
portant advantages obtained by the Reformation, that 
the learned were no longer forced to walk in the tram- 
mels of an authorized version, but were at liberty to o|>en 
the originals.” Marsh’s Lectures, p. iii. 40. 
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t'lscd hlmsoll In the* year 152*2, he pub- 
lished his translation of the New Testament 
into the Gorman language. He gave it 
into the hands of the people ; and by means 
of the art of printing, which, under the. sin- 
gular providence of God, had been invented 
nearly a hundred years before, ho multiplied 
his copies, and dispersed them throughout 
the land. The eyes of the people were 
gradually opened ; the world awoke from 
its deep sleep; and the poor, and the igno- 
rant, and the miserable, and the helpless, 
received with silent joy the heavenly benefit, 
and pressed forward in the way to everlast- 
ing life. The human intellect was stirred, 
and men began to judge for themselves. 
Having now in their hands the standard of 
faith and the rule of righteous conduct, they 
applied them to tlio existing errors and 
abuses. They perceived and grasped the 
eternal truth, and separated it, in triumph, 
from the falsehood. Tlie voice of the 
preachers quickened, mid supported every 
eflTort on the part of the peojile. The chosen 
text now was “ all things are ready, come 
ye to the marriage.’* And if any were list- 
less or kept aloofi being still under the influ- 
ence of that power, which had lorded it so 
long in fattil mastery, over the prostrate 
w'orld, the heaven-taught missionaries, went 
out to the “ highways and the hedges,*’ and 
with the energy of apostelical persuasion 
“ compelled tliem to .come in.” 

In our ow’n country, the dissemination of 
the Scriptures kept pace with the progress 
of inquiry. Our great Reformer, Knox, 
had his Bible continually in his hand. His* 
iuvariaUle practice was, to draw* the living 
water out of the we//s of salvation. Wher- 
ever he went, as a preacher of the Gospel, 
Ills two demands were, the word of God,” 
and tiie “ free use of his tongue.” 

So late as the year 1542, the people of 
Scotland were first allowed to read the 
Scriptures, in tlie spoken language of their 
country. In that year, a bill was intro- 
duced into Parliarnont, by means of wiiich 
this boon was secured to our fathers ; but 
it was not obtained for them without much 
opposition on the part of the Papists, and 
a bold and keen struggle by 4he triends of 
the Reformation. At length it was ‘'found 
reasonable," and decreed by the Estates, 
that “ our Sovereign Lady’s lieges should 
iiave the Holy VV'rit, viz.y the New* Testa- 
inent and the Old, in the vulgar tongue, in 
English or Scotch," and that they should 
henceforth “ incur no crime, for having or 
reading the same.”* Of the victory achieved 


* Sw the I ntroduction to Sir Ralph Sadler’* Letter 
pnd Ncgeualioiw, Act. Part. Scot. pp. 41 ^ 4^5 


upon this occasion, and the blessed effects 
of it, our great Reformer speaks in terms 
of the highest satisfaction. “ Then,” says he, 

“ might have been seen the Bible lying upon 
almost every gentleman’s table ; the New 
Testament was borne about in many mens’ 
hands.* Formerly the people had read 
the Scriptures by stealth at the dead time 
of night, or in some remote corner of tiie 
country, a few of those who w'ere nearest, 
assembling, and then hastily dispersing 
themselves ; but now the book w'as openly 
shown, and carried in triumphant security 
or in calm satisfaction, from house to house. 

In a letter “ of instructions to the Pro- 
testants of Scotland,” which Knox appears 
to have written to them soon after his ar- 
rival in Switzerland, (A. D. 1556,) he de- 
scribes the Word of God “as the onlt/ 
organ and instrument w hich God useth to 
strengthcnthevveak,to comfort the afflicted,” 
•and, “ finally, to preserve and keep the 
very life of the soul in all assaults and 
temptations."'!* In the same letter he ex- 
horts them to meet together, at least once 
a-w'eek, in some convenieiit place, for the 
purpose of reading the Scriptures, and hold- 
ing devout and profitable conference upon 
their heavenly import. And he represents 
to them the propriety of joining a book or 
chapter of the Old Testament w'ith one 
taken out of tlie New; that “the well- 
tuned song of the Holy Spirit” may be dis- 
cerned in “the Fathers” from the very 
beginning. He exhorts them likewise to 
the regular practice of family worship, and 
especially to that part of it which consists 
in the perusal of God’s word. “ Within 
your ow'n houses,” says he, “ ye are bishops 
and kings ; and your wives, children, and 
family, are your bishopric or charge; and 
therefore,” he adds, “ye must make them 
partakers in reading, exhortation, and in 
making common prayers, whicli, 1 would, 
in every house were used once a-day at 
least.”! 

It is surely unnecessary to enlarge upon 

' * See his Iliotory of the Reformation, book !. p. 31 . 
“ This was na small victorie of Jesus Christ, feohting 
aganis the cotijured enemies of his veritio; nor »ma;l 
comfort to sik as bcfolr wcrehalden in sick bondage, th at 
they durst not have red the Lordis Prayer, the 
Commandementis, nor the Articles of their laj'th, in tJu* 
Ivglische toung, bot tJicy sould half Ix'en accusit of 
hcrosie.'” 

f “ To yow, deir brethrene, I wryt my knawlcdge and 
do speik my conicicnce, that sa nccossane as meit an<i 
drink i* to the preservatioun of lyfe coriwrall, and ta 
necessarie as the heit and bryghtues of the sonne ia |o 
the quickening of the herbis, and to expel darknea ; sa 
necesitarie, is also tp lyfe everlasting, and to the lllumi- 
natiuun a)id lyght of the saule, the perpetuall medita- 
tioun, e.xerci.s, and use, of tJodis halie word.” Letter of 
Instruct, to the Protest, of KcotUnd. M‘Crie’8 Life of 
Knox, vol. i. p. 41:#. See also 1 Cor. xiv. 7 ; 1 I hess. v. 
til ; 1 John iv. 1. 

X Ibid. 
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this part of my subject. Let me, however, 
mst show you, in a sentence or two, by 
what sort of arguments the Protestants have 
Ttiaintained the propriety and tlie necessity 
of translating the Scriptures into the spoken 
language of every country. 

One of their best arguments may be 
stated in the following words : — 

We give the Bible in English to our 
people, for the same reason that the Bible 
was given in Latin to the people of Italy. 
Latin is not the original language in which 
the sacred Scriptures were written ; the Old 
'lestamcnt w'as written in Hebrew, and the 
New Testament in Greek. But because 
the people of Italy were ignorant of Hebrew 
and of Greek, the Scriptures, originall}' 
written in these languages, wore translated 
into Latin, that the people of Italy might 
be able to read them, Latin being their 
mother-tongue. Just so, the Scriptures 
were translated into German, that the Ger- 
man people might be able to read them, 
German being their mother-tongue ; and 
into English, that the English people might 
be able to read them, English being their 
mother-tongue. And for precisely the same 
reason ought the Scriptures to be trans- 
lated into the native languages of the Kiis- | 
sians, Tartars, or Hindoos, that tlm Rus- ; 
sians, 'Lartars, or Hindoos, may be able to | 
road tbciJi. 

It will not be very easy for papal skill 
or artifice to answer this argument, or to 
elude its force ; or as Knox, had lie been 
alive, would perhaps have expressed it, 
Satan- himself, with the conjured enemies 
of Chrises verity, shall not be able to gain- 
say it. 

It is upon the principle recognised in the 
argument alluded to, that the British and 
Foreign Bible Society is constituted. I 
need not toll you, that the exclusive object 
of tliis truly Protestant institution is to print 
and to circulate the holy books in the ver- 
nacular tong-ues; and the time would .feiil 
me were I to speak to you of its ample 
means, its unconquerable activity, and its 
triumphant success. 

My brethren, the period in w’hich we have 
lived* has, indeed, been an eventful one. 
The political world has been shaken, and 
its conflicting elements have returned to 
their repose. The light of heavenly truth 
has stretched far into the thick darkness of 
paganism ; and idolatry, in all the horror 
of its cruelty and of its pollution, has been 
constrained to yield before the power of the 
Gospel. We have seen the things which 
many nronhets and righteous men desired 


to see, and could not. Tiie distant nations 
and the remotest islanders have now re- 
ceived the Scriptures. In point of history 
and fact, the book of life is in their hands. 
Thb is no longer a matter of hope, of hojn; 
half supported and feeble ; it b no longer a 
thing w hich holy men think of and pray for, 
or which men skilful in the prophecies and 
ardent in exposition make bold to anticipate; 
it b done; the achievement is in a great 
degree performed ; the bruit of it b quiver- 
ing in our ears, and the account of it b upon 
the record. It is a part of the liistory of 
the Iflth century, that “ tlio heathen” have 
been given to Christ Jesus “ as his inheri- 
tance.” If the voice say, Cry,wc know what 
we shall cry. “ The kings and the judges 
of the earth are become wise,” and the 
“ends of the world” arc turning to the 
Lord. At this very moment the Autocrat 
of all the Russias stands forth from tiic 
comjjany of his prii>ces and mighty men of 
valour with the Bible in his hand ; and his 
whiskered Cossacks and unseemly Tartars 
I receive from the imperial munificence the 
i unwonted gift. 

The great light springetb up and shincti), 
and it is exceeding glorious. All flesh shad 
sec it together. Hail, heavenlj’' light,, radi- 
ance ever pure and ever living ! no cloud 
may obstruct thy progress, no shadow of 
death may prevail against thee ! 

Every year adds to the resources and to 
the activity of the institution for pablbhmg 
the Scriptures. Its auxiliary associations, 
supported by every good man’s endeavour, 
and every good man’s prayer, are multiply- 
ing throughout the w orld. Do wo deceive 
ourselves, or is it really so, that the aspect 
of the times is waxing millennial ? Gan it 
indeed be, that the light which now shines 
is the daw'ning of the blbsful period ? 

It is truo biography roads to us many a 
useful lesson ; the greatest wits have, erred 
in expounding the prophecies. As an in- 
terpreter of the apocalyptical symbols, 
Napier of Merchirston, the inventor the 
logarithms, went out a common man. It 
has been said of Sir Isaac Newton, that he 
wrote liis observations on the book of 
Daniel to console, by his failure, the rei^t 
of mankind. It were no modesty in us, 
therefore, to restrain the flight of anticipa- 
tion. We must wait for the clear com- 
mentary and the full assurance of the event . 
Yet, if the rapid and most extensive diffu- 
sion of heavenly knowledge be any certain 
sign of an approaching millennium, it does 
appear to our eyes as if that period of peace, 
and holiness, and light, and love, were at 
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no g^eat distance. Peradvcnturc the Jew 
will speedily arouse himself. And yet a 
liLlle while, and it may he that the irresisti- 
ble fact shall compel even the scotfer to 
listen, as w e quote the words uttered of old, 
by God’s servant, in holy apocalypse : “ I 
h‘dw an ang-el come down from heaven, 
having the key of the bottomless pit, and a 
;rreat chain in his hand: and he laid hold 
on the dragon, that old serpent, w hich is the 
<l('vil and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years. And cast him into the bottomless 
pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon 
ium, that he should deceive the nations no 
more, till the thousand years should be ful- 
filled.” Rev. XX. 1. 

Let me now conclude tliis discourse with 
y short apfilication of the subject. 

My brethren, ye have the sacred Scrip- 
tures in your hands : and your indignation 
w ould very properly arise, if the church to 
w hich you belong should ever think of pre- 
venting you from reading them. In that 
case, you would claim the unalienable pri- 
vilege of Protestants ; and, out of mere ill 
nature perhaj)s, you would read your Bibles 
in spite ol’the Church. But wlien we urge 
you not only to claim your privilege, but to 
use it, and to profit by it ; not only to read 
the Scriptures, but to search them daily ; 
to “ try the spirits,” to “ prove all things,” 
and to “ hold fast that which is good,” how 
comes it that this duty is so shamefully 
neglected among you V Even those of you 
that are great readers, (to use your owm 
phrase,) do not read the Bible. How will 
you answ'cr for your carelessness in the 
severe inquisition of the final judgment? 
The naked Indian will rise up against you 
and condemn yon. It is no doubt proper 
that you should read other books — books 
of science, of history, or of polite letters ; 
but you will find in the Bible what you 
will find in no other hook, the sure way 
to happiness, even in this world, and 
to happiness without mi.\ture or decay 
in the world w hich is to come. It is in 
the Bible alone that you can read of the 
iSuviour and his finished work — of his re- 


deeming mercy, of his propitiatory sacrifice 
of his powerful intercession, and of his 
quickening grace. It is the Bible, and no- 
thing but the Bible, that w ill enable you to 
answer the question, “ What shall I do to 
be saved ?” a question by far the most inte- 
resting and momentous ever proposed in 
the agony of human misery, or ever repeat- 
ed in vain in the depths of despair. 

Let me press upon your consideration the 
advice which our founder, Knox, gave to 
the Protestants of Scotland in his time. 
Let me entreat you, when you read the holy 
writings, to compare one portion of them 
with another — the Old Testament with the 
New, the Prophecies with the Revelations, 
the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles 
with the sacred Epistles. Let me recom- 
mend to you the use of Bibles with marginal 
references. Consult the parallel passages. 
See how the kindred author expresses him- 
self. Observe how the thing is stated, or 
argued, or illustrated in the corresponding 
chapter. In this way, even the inexpert 
in Greek and Roman learning may, very 
certainly, arrive at the true meaning of 
Scripture and if, after all your diligence, 
any passage should still remain in obscu- 
rity, as far as I know that passage will be 
found obscure to the learned as well as to 
you. 

Pray to God daily for the enlightening 
influence of his Spirit. Remember that 
holy purposes, dispositions, and habits, 
which are the results of the Spirit’s blessed 
influence, will help you greatly to a right 
understanding of the truth as it is in Jesus; 
for it is written, “ My doctrine is not mine, 
but his that sent me : if any man will do his 
will, he shall know of the doctrine w hether 
it be of God.” John vii. 16, 17. Amen. 


♦ “ I will not scruple to assert, that the most illiterate 
Ciirititian, if he can but read his English Bible, and w ill 
take the pains to read it in this manner, will not only 
attain all that practical knowledge which is necessary to 
his salvation, but, by God’s blessing, will become learned 
in every thing relating to his religion, in such a degree, 
that he will not be liable to be misled, either by the re- 
fined arguments, or’by the false assertions of those who 
ingraft their own opinions upon the oracles of God.’ 
Horscley’s bcrmoiw, voL iv. p. 1 ^ 27 . 
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THE GENERAL LESSONS WHICH IT INCULCATES UPON ALL, 
AS THE UNIVERSAL PROCEDURE OF DIVINE PROVI- 
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A SERMON, 

By the Rev. THOMAS RUSSELL, 
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PREACHED IN ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH THERE, ON THE AFTERNOON OF SUNDAY, 
THE 2d day OF AUGUST LAST. 

** Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest^ Return, ye children of men '* — 

Psalm xc. 3. 

The Almighty Creator of the universe, into the eternal state. We are not warrant- 
who brought all men into existence, never ed to ascribe such an occurrence to casualty 
ceases to exercise a controlling power over or accident, but are taught by the psalmist 
them, at any period of their history, and to acknowledge in it the unerring hand of 
manifests the operations of his providence in Him, who, as he first brought us into this 
every incident of their lives. The minutest world, again removes us at his sovereign 
circumstance, as well as the most important will. “ Thou turnest man to destruction, 
event, which has occurred to them, is equally and sayest, return, ye children of men.** 
the offspring of his decree, and the apparent This decree, which God executes in re- 
casualties or accidents, which befall them, spect to all men, is a fulfilment of the 
may all be traced to the workings of his threatening, which was at first declared, and 
unseen power, and to his appointment. If of the sentence, which was afterwards pro- 
the sunshine of prosperity gild our path, or nounced against our first parents on account 
the dark cloud of adversity brood over us ; — of their disobedience. In this view it must 
if friends do increase our happiness, or ene- be regarded as a curse or punishment, since 
mies collect for us a store of misery, we can “death (Rom. v. 12) passed upon all men, 
form no other reasonable conclusion, but that for that all have sinned.” The penalty of 
this variety of condition proceeds from the death applied not only to the original trans- 
providence of God. Whatever may be the gressors, but also to all their posterity, and 
afflictions or bereavements in life, with which is to be considered as the IsLst of the innu- 
we may be visited, although human power merable evils, w'hich befall us ir this condi. 
may seem to have contributed to them, yet tion of existence. 

we must ultimately ascribe them to the The circumstances preceding and accom- 
agency of Him, who directs or orders the panying our dissolution, all teach us to re- 
lot of all men. The same superintendence, gard it as a proof of the wrath of God, and 
which our heavenly father exercises over of punishment inflicted upon us, on account 
each of us in every circumstance connected of transgression. If it were the divine will 
with our mortal life, he retains over that merely to remove us from this world to a 
roost solemn and interesting event, which happier abode, such an object might easily 
awaitsall of us sooner or later, — which closes be accomplished without the sad and moum- 
this world upon us for ever, and ushers us ful aspect, which death never fails to present 
VOL. '".—No. 189. 2 P 
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to the eye of the observer. In the case of 
Enoch and Elijah, who were translated to 
heaven, because they were distinguished 
above others by marks of the divine appro- 
bation. there was no pain or suffering, which 
they were culled to endure, but they under- 
went a chunge only, which removed from 
them bodies of sin and death, and invested 
them with those which are incorruptible and 
immortal. But the changed and emaciated 
countenance, — the livid hue, and the ghastly 
appearance, which the face presents ; — the 
long continued disease, which wastes the 
frame, and which often impairs the intellec- 
tual faculties ; — the convulsions — the agonies 
and violent struirgles, with which many leave 
this world, tend to sliow, that vve must con- 
sider death as an csjiecial sign of the divine 
displeasure, and, as viewed in itself, afford- 
ing no ground to hope for a happy reception 
in a future state. . The lamentations of 
friends, — the tears of surrounding relations, 
when they observe that the last breath is 
about to be drawn, and that no efforts of 
theirs can retain the departing spirit ; and 
their bitterness of soul, when they fix their 
eyes upon the lifeless corpse, manifest, in a 
striking manner, that death is regarded by 
all men w'ith peculiar abhorrence, as the 
king of terrors, and that it is appointed by 
God as the wages of unrighteousness, from 
which alone all suffering proceeds. 

These are the general gloomy features oi“ 
death ; but, in different cases, its aspect cer- 
tainly receives some modification. In the 
end of the righteous, there is a peace, which 
is denied to other men, agreeably to the 
words of the psalmist, “ Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright, for the end 
of that man is peace,” Psalm xxxvii. 37. 
The agonizing thoughts, which, when the 
conscience is not seared, often disturb the 
minds of the ungodly in the yirospoct of 
dissolution, and the tranquillity of those, who 
have their peace made with God through 
Christ, when viewed in relation to the gene- 
ral character, which they liavc maintained, 
may he considered as evincing the anger or 
tlic favour of God. But, in all instances, j 
<leath must he regarded as a visitation for j 
iniquity ; and, when it assumes a milder I 
aspect, this effect must he ascribed to the 
merits of the Redeemer, by wdiose atone- l 
inent it is a vanquished foe, and has been ' 
<ieprived of its sting. j 

The yrrevAlence of death is universal. ! 
There is no ridik of life, — no condition of so- ' 
ciety, which is tempted from its influence. 


The king, who sits upon the throne, most 
bow to its dominion, —the mightiest genius 
must give way to it at the appointed season, 
— and the most illustrious conqueror, whom 
victory has often graced, as well as the in- 
dividuals, who occupy the humblest place 
among men. No strength of intellectual 
power, — no extent of literary attainment, can 
be proof against it ; no human prowess can 
resist its power. The saint, as w^ell as the 
impenitent sinner; — the righteous, as well as 
the wdeked ; — the believer, us w'ell as the 
unbeliever, must all hid adieu to this scene 
of things, w'hen the season, which has been 
decreed by heaven, arrives. The Saviour 
has not delivered his people from temporal 
death, but, by his atonement, has plucked 
out its sting, and has rendered it a jiassage 
to an immortal inheritance beyond the gravT. 
The sentence of death impends over all, 
has been executed in the case of mankind 
generally since the fall of Adam, with the 
exception of Enoch and Elijah, who re- 
ceiving particular marks of God’s favour, 
were translated to heaven, and w ill continue 
to be equally enforced upon all, till the last 
trump, W’hen those, who do not sleep, shall 
be changed, and W’hen “ this oorruptible 
shall have put on incorruption.” But all, 
who appear in the world prior to that period, 
on whom the sentence of death has not 
passed, are merely under a reprieve, till the 
decree respecting them he accomplished. 

The tirne, w^heii death is to pass upon any 
one, is hid from each. Future events are 
concealed from the eyes of mortals. The 
general fact, that all men are to die, is knowm 
to every one, but no man can declare any 
thing with the least degree of certainty, or 
even of probability, regarding the time, 

[ manner, or circumstances of his death. 

I These arc secrets, over w^hich God has 
drawn an impenetrable veil, and which he 
has not. designed, that any one should at- 
tempt to explore. 

But, although the appointed time be un- 
known to man, it is nevertheless certain in 
the decrees of heaven. What God has fixed, 
he w’ill accomplish, and no contingency can 
interfere to prevent the fulfilment of his 
desire. There is nothing so sure to all 
men as death. A cloud of uncertainty 
hangs over all worldly prospects, and happi- 
ness here below. We may possess friends 
to-day, and he deprived of them to-morrow’, 
discovering to our mortification, that they 
are as many enemies ; we may enjoy the 
comforts of affluence, and may be calleU 
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soon to suffer the evils of poverty ; — we may 
entertain the brightest prospects of felicity, 
while these may be blasted by some unto- 
w'ard circumstance. We are thus led to 
acknowledge the instability of all earthly 
enjoyment and hope. But, at whatever 
period it may arrive, death will certainly 
overtake all men at last, as it has been no 
less unalterably fixed in the divine decrees 
to be their exit from tliis w^orld, than their 
birth was determined to be their entrance 
into this state of existence. 

The causes, by which death is brought to 
pass, vary in different circumstances. In 
some instances, there is a slow and gradual 
decay of the frame, while in others, there is 
a rapid progress to a fatal termination. The 
seeds of the disease may seem to us to be 
sown by accident, or some unfavourable 
occurrence ; but no event could have con- 
tributed to tliem, which w'as not ordained 
from on high. Some are removed from this 
world not by the power of a lingering ill- 
ness, but, in the midst of health and of 
strength, while their steps were yet firm, 
are, from injuries which they happened to 
receive in vital organs, almost instanta- 
neousl}' separated from the society of their 
friends. In such cases, indulgence may be 
given to reflections, or to repining, more 
than in other instances of disease ; but, in 
these causes of dissolution, no less than in 
others, which arc of slower progi’css, we are 
taught to recognise the hand of Him, who 
knows the end from the beginning, and who 
has decreed the day of our death, as well as 
the day of our birth. 

It is impossible to escape or to resist this 
sentence, which, by the decree of God, is to 
pass upon all men. No period of life can 
ensure its delay. We are alike subject to 
it in youth, in manhood, and in old age. 
The infant, who has scarcely opened his eyes 
on this world, is called frequently soon to 
close them ; the youth, who has not yet 
arrived at the vigour or flower of his age is 
cut off, and the person of mature years is 
removed often, before he has reached the 
decline of life. Whatever means wc may 
employ for the preservation of health — what- 
ever plan we may adopt to avert disease or 
the stroke of death, will prove ineffectual, 
when the season arrives, w^hich has been 
allotted to each of us by Him, of whom it 
is emplmtically said, in the words of our 
text, “ Thou turnest man to destruction, 
and sayest, return, ye children of men.*’ 
The seeds of dissolution are sown in every 


human constitution, which, by the least ex- 
citing cause, produce the intended result. 

The words of the Psalmist, which hav^ 
been selected as the subject of our medita- 
tion, at this time, are certainly of the most 
striking nature, and are calculated to im- 
press every reflecting mind with feelings of 
the most solemn awe. The thought, that 
all men are turned to destruction or death 
at last, not by any casualty or accident, 
but by the decree of lieavcn, is fitted to 
arrest the attention of the most careless ; 
and, when other considerations fail to influ- 
ence their minds, has often some effect in 
constraining them to contem])late truths of 
a religious nature. The Christian too, who 
delights in whatever concerns the glory of 
God, or the eternal purposes of his will, 
experiences a secret satisfaction as well as 
benefit in familiarizing his mind with what 
has been decreed to be the law of his 
l)eing, so that he may learn to exercise a 
calm resignation, and patiently to submit 
to that event, which is appointed to termi- 
nate the earthly career of all living. It 
will be of importance therefore, in order to 
perceive the full effect of the declaration 
of the psalmist, that we consider, in the first 
place, what the words imply, “ Thou turn- 
est man to destruction,” and in the second 
place, the lessons, which are to be derived 
from this universal procedure of divine 
Providence, regarding the human race. 
And may the divine Spirit guide us in all 
our inquiries, and suitably impress our 
hearts. 

I. In the first place, we are to explain 
the meaning of the words of the text, or 
consider the change, which death produces. 

There can be no doubt, that the word de- 
struction here employed is synonymous 
with death. This appears from a reference 
to the verses following the text ; Ps. xc. 
3 — 6. “ Thou turnest man to destruction; 

and sayest, return, ye children of men. For 
a thousand years in thy sight are but as 
yesterday when it is past, and as a watch 
in the night. Thou carricst them away as 
with a flood ; they are as a sleep ; in the 
morning they are like grass which groweth 
up. In the morning it flourisheth, and 
groweth up ; in the evening it is cut down 
and withereth.” Then, after this very affect- 
ing but apt similitude of the brevity of 
human life to the duration of .riie’ grass of 
the field, it is added in the Wth wrae, 
“ The days of our years thueeseore 
years and ten ; and if by reason of strength 
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they be iburscore years, yet is their strength 
labour and sorrow : for it is soon cut off, 
and we fly away. 

When man is turned to destruction or 
to death, the body becomes a corpse. The 
animal functions of our nature cease, and 
the warmth, activity, and beauty, which life 
diffuses, are exchanged for coldness, iner- 
tion, and deformity. The union subsisting 
between the soul and body is dissolved, and 
the latter is no longer able to fulfil the de- 
sires of the former. Life is extinguished 
in the body by the removal of the active 
principle, and what formerly moved with 
the greatest energy is changed into ciiert 
matter, to be the prey of corruption. That 
form, on which so many gazed with admira- 
tion, is now a revolting spectacle ; those 
eyes, which sparkled with intelligence, arc 
now sunk in darkness ; — those ears, w'hich 
pleasing sounds had so often delighted, arc j 
now incapable of impression ; and that 
Yoice, which was wont to utter words of 
wisdom, and to astonish the listening multi- 
tude, is heard no more. The stiffened 
limbs, — the pale and ghastly countenance, — 
the deaf ear, — the voice deprived of utter- 
ance, — and the eyes of vision, — all proclaim, 
that the soul, the great inhabitant of the 
body, has left its frail tenement, and pre- 
sent a picture of the most appalling and 
terrific nature. 

The body, which, after death, inspires the 
living so much with feelings of terror, is 
withdrawn from their view, and, although 
different nations have pursued diflerent 
methods of accomplishing this purpose, all 
of every country have agreed witli Abra- 
ham in the propriety of his desire, to, — “ re- 
move their dead out of their sight.” The 
lifeless remains of men become the prey of 
corruption, and, if immediately after death 
the body is hideous to behold, it must be 
so in a greater degree, when the progress 
of decay has considerably advanced. It is 
not necessary for us, in order to feel the 
power of the words of the psalmist, that w'e 
enter into any description of the several 
stages of corruption, through which the 
Iiuman body passes in its progress to decay, 
for this would merely harrow the feelings, 
and excite sensations of disgust. It is 
sufficient for us to know', that the lifeless 
body soon becomes a mass of putrefaction, 
and is converted into the dust, from which 
it was originally formed. 

But there b a nobler part of the human 
constitution^ which survives the wreck of 


mortality. The soul suffers not with the 
body, in the destruction to which it is turned, 
but finding the latter no longer to be a 
suitable residence for it,^no longer able to 
accomplish its purposes, it wings its flight 
on high. There is not a single faculty of 
this ever-living agent, which vs involved in 
the general sentence of destruction, for 
this applies only to the material part. On 
the contrary, when this active principle is 
disunited from the body, which clogs it, and 
impedes its noblest exertions, and, when the 
prison is destroyed, which formerly confined 
it, then it receives new power and additional 
strength, and its faculties, now unencum- 
bered, continue to enlarge to such an extent, 
that w'e can assign no limits to their ad- 
vancement. 

The passages of Scripture, which inform 
us, that death does not destroy the life of 
the soul, but that it continues to exist in 
another state of being, are numerous. We 
are informed of this, when we are told, that 
“ the dust (Eccles. xii. 7,) shall return to the 
earth, as it w-as, and the spirit shall return 
unto God, who gave it,” for we here learn, 
that tlie soul and body are two distinct 
beings, and the one cannot therefore bo 
affected by the fate of the other. When 
God says in Exodus, (Ex. iii. 6,) “ I am 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob and when our 
Saviour says, “ God is not the God of 
the dead, but of thb living,” Matth. xxii. 
82, we can form no other conclusion, but 
that the souls of these patriarchs, must have 
been in existence at the time of the declara- 
tion which God made to Moses. The affir- 
mation concerning the patriarchs that they 
“w’cre gathered unto their ])co])le,” is to the 
same effect, for the meaning is not, that 
“ they slept with their fathers,” since the 
people of Abraham were buried either in 
Padanaram, or in Ur of the Chaldees, w hile 
he was interred in the cave of Machpelah 
in Canaan — and since Isaac w'as buried with 
his parents only, who could not be styled 
his people ; and therefore the understanding 
must be, that, when these patriarchs were 
“gathered unto their people,” they entered 
the society of the blessed. To the same 
purpose, also is the declaration of our 
Saviour respecting Lazarus, “ that he died, 
and was carried by the angels into Abra- 
ham's bosom,” Luke xvi. 22, for it affords 
a decided proof, that the patriarch was at 
this time in possession of the heavenly hap- 
piness. The Saviour’s reply to the peni- 
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tont thief on the ci*oss, Luke xxiii. 43 
“ to-day shalt thou be with me in [>aradi9e,” 
admits of no other interpretation, than that 
the soul of him, to whom he spoke, was to 
<?xist in a separate state ! When we consi- 
der also the words of St. Paul, “ while w'e 
are at home in the body, we are absent 
from the Lord ; we are confident, I say 
and willing rather to be absent from the 
body, and to be present with the Lord,” 
^ Cor. V. 8 ; we are evidently taught, that 
Christians exist in a state of separation from 
the body, and it is only after the dissolution 
of the earthly tabernacle, that their true 
felicity or presence with t)ie Lord com- 
mences. It is imjKissihle to conceive, that 
the same apostle should also declare, “ for 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.’ 
Phil. i. 21. “ For 1 am in a strait betwixt 

tvvo, having a desire to depart and to be 
with Christ, which is fltr better,” Phil. i. 
23, unless bis soul survived the dissolution 
of the body, and unless be with all Chris- 
tians was then advanced to a state of enjoy- 
ment, infinitely surpassing what any one 
is here permitted to experience. 

In opposition to tlie consoling decla- 
rations of sacred truth, the principles of 
scepticism lead us to the conclusion, that 
the soul is of a material nature, as well as 
the body, and must of course be involved 
in a similar dissolution. No less a name 
than that of Dr. Priestly, is associated with 
the belief, that the soul perishes along with 
the body, and continues equally with the 
latter, in a state of inactivity, until the 
resurrection. Others again of similar views 
have maintained, that the soul is a spark of 
the divine essence, to w hich at death it re- 
turns, and in which it is finally absorbed, 
thus losing altogether its individuality. 

It is matter of sincere and humble grati- 
tude, that such tenets as these have no 
foundation in truth, and are merely tlie 
erroneous speculations of misguided men. 
They leave us cold and comfortless, depriv- 
ing us of our brightest hopes, and of our 
real support amid the many sad events, to 
which wc arc all subject in this state of 
mortality. Calm reflection may induce us 
to wonder, that such a creed should over 
have proceeded from men of letters, enliglit- 
ened in the principles of science, whose 
minds w'cre enriched by the progress of 
discovery, wore it not for the a.ssMrance, 
that there is no principle so absurd, as not 
to have been upon some occasion advanced 
or advocated by certain individuals. With 


such opinions both Scripture and reason 
are at variance. 

While the souls of all men survive tho 
dissolution of the body, those of the right- 
eous only are made partakers of eternal 
happiness. The impenitent, when they 
leave this world, go to a stale of urmiingled 
suffering. In their case, destruction is not 
the fate of the body only, but of the soul 
also. The life of the soul consists in the 
enjoyment of the favour of God, and com- 
munion with him, its death or destruction 
in misery created by banishment from his 
presence, anti from the glory of his power. 
To the unbeliever, death may therefore be 
called the destruction of the soul, as well 
as that of the body. 

When death destroys the union subsist- 
ing between the soul and the body, it also 
for ever terminates all human devices and 
schemes. All our preparations for eternity 
are confined to this state, and do not extend 
beyond the grave. It is in this world, if 
ever, that w e must obtain the grace of re- 
pentance, find be truly iriterested in the 
juving merits of a crucified Redeemer. If 
we arc not here enabled by tlie Spirit of 
God to manifest a reformation of heart and 
life, —to renounce any dependence upon our 
ow'n righteousness, — and to rely implicitly 
upon the finished w'ork of Him who came 
nto the world for our salvation, we are 
assured, that we will never afterwards en- 
)y any op])ortunity of any gracious influ- 
ence. On this subject, it is important to 
’isten to the salutary admonition of Scrip- 
ture. Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
lo, do it with thy might ; for there is no 
work nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis- 
lom in the grave, whither thou goest,” 
Ec. ix. 10. Our probationary state closes 
111 this world, and the future consists alto- 
gether in the retribution, which is allotted 
,0 us, according to our unbelief or our 
Vith cherished liere, in the efficacy of the 
obedience and sufferings of our blessed 
Saviour. He himself says, “ I must work 
he works of him that sent me, while it is 
day ; the night corneth, when no man can 
work,” John ix. 4. In the present life, 
we sow% in the future, we reap or receive 
he recompense of reward, not indeed as 
lecured by our own works, but by the 
merits of the Saviour, in whom we confide. 

Another effect of death is, that it con- 
cludes all the enjoyments, in which the im 
penitent so fondly indulge in this w'oritH 
When, in the parable, the rich man ia 
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represented after death » as earnestly solicit- 
ing a drop of water only lo mitigato liis suf- 
fering, the reply given by Abraham, in a 
glorified state, was, “ Son, remember, that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good 
things,*’ Luke xvi. 25. The impenitent do 
not desire any spiritual joy calculated to 
satisfy the necessities of the immortal soul, 
while they are in this world, and they re- 
ceive none in the future ! As they are 
contented while here with the pleasures, 
which this sublunary scene afibrds, so they 
will be prevented from hereafter participat- 
ing in any benefit of a higher nature. 

The same event, which terminates the 
happiness of the wicked, or the finally im- 
penitent, puts an everlasting period to the 
sufferings of the righteous. Tiic language 
of Abraham to the rich man was, “ And 
likewise Lazarus evil things, but now he is 
comforted.” Luke xvi. 25. I'lic sorrows 
of Lazarus had now for ever closed, and 
joy was henceforth to be bis unceasing por- 
tion. No more was he in the humble con- 
dition of a beggar — no more clothed in rags, 
but was now made a king and a priest to 
God, being clothed in the unspotted robe 
of his Redeemer s righteousness. His long 
night of darkness had for ever passed away, 
and was succeeded by the bright morning 
of everlasting day. 

Many arc the afflictions, to which the 
righteous are subjected in this world. The 
** trial of cruel raockings and scourgings,” 
Heb. xi. 36, sometimes awaits them, some- 
times of “ bonds and imprisonments.” They 
nave, Heb. xi. 37 — 38, “wandered about 
in sheen skins and goat skins, being desti- 
tute, afllicted, tormented,” and, to escape 
the violence of the persecution of their 
enemies, have been compelled to conceal 
themselves “ in deserts, in mountains, and 
in dens and caves of the earth.” When 
the more terrific calamities of persecution 
have not befallen them, the sorrows of 
poverty, sickness, pain, bereavements, de- 
sertion, and many misfortunes incident to 
our fallen state oppress their minds to such 
an extent, that they are led individually to 
say often with the Psalmist of old, “ Oh 
that I had wings like a dove, for then w'ould 
I fiy away, and be at rest,” Psalm Iv. 6. 

But tile reficction that all these trials and 
discouragements are confined to this mortal 
life, and must speedily terminate, proves a 
reat consolation in the season of their en- 
uranue. The certainty of the termination 
«4 Uieir sufferings must mitigate the sorrows 


of the righteous, and the prospect of an 
eternal reward must prove a healing balm 
to every wound. 

That the happiness, upon which the right- 
eous enter, and the misery, which is the 
portion of the finally impenitent, may be 
demonstrated to both classes, to have been 
impartially allotted to each, the soul, im- 
mediately after death, returns to God, to 
give an account of the conduct maintained 
in this world. The return of the soul to 
God is an event coeval with the return of 
the body to the dust. It is, when the soul 
returns to God, that an exact account is de- 
manded of the use or abuse of Christian 
privileges ; — of the improvement or misira- 
provement of advantages ; — of our faith, or 
our unbelief ; — of our rejection, or accep- 
tance, of the offered salvation. Then will 
all the secrets of the heart be made known 
to the eye of each individual, as well as to 
that of his Maker. The mask of hypocrisy, 
which has so often been successfully worn 
before men, will then be removed, and 
character will be disclosed in its true light 
The motives of action, by which men have 
been regulated, and the characters, which 
they have respectively maintained, will 
then be so fully unveiled to each, that they 
will acknowledge the justice as well as the 
completeness of the investigation, and the 
reasonableness of the consequent award. 

II. Having thus considered the meaning 
of the words of the text, or the change, 
which death produces, we now proceed iu 
the second place to point out the lessons, 
which arc to be derived from this universal 
procedure of Divine Providence regarding 
the human race. 

The knowledge, that death is a divine 
decree, inculcates upon all men the duty of 
resignation. Did it proceed from casualty 
or accident, could we acknowledge no 
higher power in it than that of some of our 
fellow-creatures, we migiit with some reason 
exclaim against I lie hardness of our fate, 
or complain of the exercise of oppression 
towards us. But, wheh we consider, that 
such an allotment issues from the hand of 
Him, who can dispose of all his creatureo 
at his pleasure, — wlm has appointed death as 
the wages of unrighteousness, but who has 
shown no partiality, since he has assigned 
it to all, because that “ all have sinned^” 
we ought to supplicate the aid of his grace,, 
to banish all muriiiurings,— to overcome the 
reluctant feelings of our nature, and to enable 
US wUh calmness to acquiesce in his will. 
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Under every circumstance, death is an 
event, which must at all dmes fill with sor- 
row the mind of him, who is at all alive to 
the ordinary sensibilities of our nature. 
To behold the aged sire, whose hoary locks 
had weathered the storms of so many win- 
ters, and had witnessed the suns of so many 
summers set, bid adieu for ever to all earthly 
things, and, wrenched from the embraces of 
his weeping family, consign them to the 
care of Him, in whom the fatherless findeth 
mercy, is indeed a scene calculated to touch 
the heart. That infants should, in some 
cases, no sooner lift their eyes on this world 
of sorrow, than they are called to close them, 
while as yet they have had no opportunity 
of adding to original sin any actual trans- 
gression, are indeed mysterious dispensa- 
tions of Divine Providence. To see the 
man in the full vigour of life, whose piety 
was conspicuous, — whose intellectual superi- 
ority was undoubted — and wlv)se usefulness 
in the world was matter of general expe- 
rience, removed by a sudden stroke of 
death, leaving all his schemes of benevo- 
lence and plans to promote the public inte- 
rest unexecuted, cannot fail to affect the 
mind with awe. When the individual, 
whom we but lately beheld in health and 
strength, is, by an unfortunate occurrence, 
of which he had no anticipation, sudden- 
ly deprived of life, and hurried from time 
into eternity, ere perhaps he had an oppor- 
tunity of supplicating the Divine mercy, 
or of offering a single petition for an inte- 
rest in the salvation purchased by our 
Redeemer, our feelings are deeply affected. 
That a youth of splendid talents, and the 
most solid accomplishments, who desired 
to devote his life to the service of his 
Creator, and to live to the glory of his 
Redeemer, — who gave an earnest of pro- 
moting the public interest, — who was the 
comfort of his parents, — and who was ex- 
pected to be the staff of their old age ; 
should, before he had yet arrived at the 
flower of his years, be arrested in his 
earthly career, is a dispensation, which 
cannot fail to call any sober mind to serious 
reflection. When the dearest and tender- 
est ties of life are broken, — when parents are 
separated from their children, and children 
from their parents, murmurings are fre- 
quently apt to arise in the breasts of the 
survivors, and the propriety of a submissive 
spirit is overlooked too often amid the 
poignancy of the sad emotions, which dis- 
turb the soul, In all such cases, the Christ- 


ian is taught a lesson of submission, and to 
join with the Psalmist, when he said, •* I 
w'as dumb, I opened not my mouth, because 
thou didst it.” (Ps. xxxix. 9.) 

The conviction, that the termination of 
human life is of divine appointment, ought 
to induce the mind of the Christian to submit 
not merely to the event itself, but also to 
the time in which it occurs. It is natural 
for men to regard death in the most 
gloomy view, and to shrink from the idea 
of its approach with secret horror. To 
such an extent has this terror possessed the 
mind in many instances, that some, through 
fear of death, have been all their life 
subject to bondage. But the misfortunes 
and calamities incidental to this vale of 
tears, have constrained others to hail it as 
a deliverance. The Christian even, when 
experiencing the iiardship of the struggle 
between the flesh and the spirit, — when ex- 
posed to the contradiction and persecutions 
of a wicked world, is, in the bllterness of 
his spirit and heaviness of his soul, led 
sometimes to the exclamation of a distin- 
guished saint of old. “ Wo is me, that 1 
sojourn in Meseeb, that I dwell in the 
tents of Kedar.” (Psalm cxx. 5.) It is 
declared respecting the bitter in soul, that 
they ** long for death, but it cometh not, 
and dig for it more than for hid trea- 
sures. (Job iii. 21 .) But, though the Christ- 
ian may desire “ to be with Christ, which is 
far better,” to be “ absent from the body,” 
that he may be “ present with the Lord,” 
his resolution ought to be in conformity to 
that expressed in the language of Job. 
“ All the days of my appointed time will I 
wait till my change come,” Job xiv. 14. 

The same event, which calls for resigna- 
tion, also enforces upon us a spirit of humi- 
lity. 

Pride is a passion, which is natural to 
man, to which he is ever ready to give the 
most unlimited indulgence, and yet there is 
no one more unsuitable to his circum- 
stances. By this sin, the apostate angels 
fell, and also man, who was formed in the 
image of his Maker. This passion disturbs 
the peace of society, leads to unkindness, 
injustice, jealousy, hard-heartedness, and to 
dissatisfaction with the ways of God, and of 
man. Whether it is cherished on account 
of wealth, influence, endowments, or attain- 
ments, temporal advantages or spiritual 
benefits, it is inconsistent with the condi- 
tion of men, more especially, when contem- 
plated in connexion with their latter end. 
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Ho, who leads a life of continual depends 
rn(‘<>, \ihof«o every breath is in the hands of 
Ills Creator, — wm) receives every benefit 
hich he enjoys, — who wus originally fornaed 
f rom the dust of the ground, — and who is 
ai to return to the same, ought cer- 
to familiarize himself with humility, 
iis^a. predominant feeling. The thought of 
such a humiliating, aad, cannot fail to check 
tine exultation of the conqueror, when he 
retirrns from the victory flushed with suc- 
<'es8, — must diminish the arrogance of him 
%vJio boasts of the superiority of his acquire- 
ments, and must in some measure repress 
ilic tendency of the rich man to glory in 
his wealth. Whoa we consider, that all 
these distinctions terminate with this mortal 
life, — that the loftiest schemes of human 
ambition are all laid prostrate by the icy 
hand of death ; and that, although morm- 
ineuts may be reared to jicrpetu-ate the 
l ames of the illustrious departed, the ashes 
of live conqueror, — of tire statesman, and the 
tlislinguished philoaopber, arc all alike com- 
mitted to the common earth ; vve are most 
impressively taught, thata spirit of humility 
ought at no time to be absent from our 
minds. We are all hastening to that 
period, when “ lie, that cxalteth himself, 
shall be abased,” and when “he, that hum- 
blcth himself, shall be exalted,” — w hen those 
only, who renounce all their self-righteous- 
ness, and bow humbly at the foot of the 
cross, that they may receive justification 
through the merits of their Redeemer, shall 
be acceptedj 

The certainty of death, besides impress- 
ing us with a sense of humility, ought to 
lead us all to be earnest in the duty of pre- 
paration for such a change. It is indeed 
an important event to all, since it fixes their 
future destiny, and launches them either 
into happiness, or misery, for ever. As 
this life is the only period assigned for 
escaping the punishment of the wicked, or 
attaining the jo3"s of heaven, it becomes us 
to improve the precious season, and to 
supplicate grace from on high, that we may 
work out our salvation with tear and 
trembling.” Abandoning all dependence 
upon ourselves or our own lighteousness, 
which is “ as filthy rags,” we ought to come 
to Christ, so that we “ may have life.” We 
<'ught to consider, that “ now is the accept- 
ed time, — now is the day of salvation,” and 
that “ other foundation can no man lay, 
than that which is laid, even Jesus Christ 
the lighteous,’* When we remember, how 


short life is, by what a frail tenure wc pos- 
sess it, — that we kmow not what a day or au 
hour may bring forth, — that, in this very 
limited season,, our eternal salvation must 
be secured, it is surely impossible for us to 
give the least indulgence to a spirit of pro^ 
crastination. The natural works of God 
are ever in a progressive state, and all fulfil 
their fixed destiny. The sun rises at his 
appointed season, and knows the time of 
his going down. Those, who have been 
favoured with a higher place in the scale of 
being, — whom God has made chief over all 
his works below, ought not to he character- 
ized b}" sloth or inactivity about wljat con- 
cerns their et(?rnal peace, but ought to be 
most earnestly solicitous to embrace that, 
salvation, which has been secured b}' the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and which 
is offered to every one, “ without money, 
and without price.” All the fleeting joys 
of time, and the possessions of this world, 
sink into iusignificance, when contrasted 
w’ith the incalculable importance of the joys 
of eterniiy. Procrastination in matters of 
such aw'ful moment, is attended with the 
greatest dange r. We ought to view' all 
worldly concerns in their true nature, as 
they will appear to all at last, and ought 
never to allow them to usurp the jdace,, 
which belongs to higher interests. We 
cannot count with certainty upon the even- 
ing of life, and even, though we could, we 
cannot then always ensure our repentance. 
The sciison of sickness or of a death-bed, is 
surely very unsuitable for preparation for 
eternitv, when the body is frequently 
racked by pain, — when the intellectual facul- 
ties are often impaired ; and even, when 
they are preserved in a perfectly sound 
state, are, from the general suflering to 
which the frame is subjected, totally dis- 
qualified for the collection of the thoughts. 
While health and strength arc continued 
with us, — while the mind is in full vigour, 
let us therefore be w’nrned to seek an in- 
terest in salvation, so that, being reconciled 
to God through Jesus Chiist, we may be 
assured, that “ living or dying vve fahall be 
the Lord’s,” that, when the “ Son of man 
cometh as a thief in the night,” he may find 
us those profitable 8e^^'ant8, whom he will 
invite to “ enter into the joy of their Lord,” 
— ^that the grave may become to our bodies 
the bed of rest, while our spirits join the 
assembly of just men made perfect^ — tbsyti 
death may prove to us the introduction to 
eteroal f lory and immortal felicity^ — ml. 
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that at the last we may be able to take up 
the language of the apostle, “ O death, 
where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? The sting of death is sin, and the 
strength of sin is the law ; but thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. xv. 55 — 57.) 

The reflection, that death, which was 
originally a curse, has been converted into 
a blessing to the believer, and has been 
rendered a passage to immortality, ought to 
inspire our breasts with feelings of the 
warmest gratitude to Him, through whose 
instrumentality, this happy change has 
been effected. When we consider the in- 
trinsic value of the benefit and the great 
cost, at which it was purchased, even by 
the sufferings and death of the Redeemer ; 
it is imposible for us to estimate what 
ought to be the intensity of our feelings of 
the deepest obligation. The Saviour has 
not indeed delivered his followers from 
temporal death, “for he himself tasted 
death for every man,” but he has deprived 
it of all its destructive influence, and has 
rendered it an introduction into his own 
presence. In order to kindle in the liveliest 
manner grateful feelings in our hearts, let 
us remember the price, by which he pur- 
chased such a boon ; — let us consider the 
contradiction of sinners, which, on our ac- 
count, he underwent ; — let us call to mind 
his agony and bloody sweat in the garden, 
— the hidings of his Father’s countenance, 
which he endured for a season for our 
sakes, — bis crucifixion, — death, — and burial. 
Let us consider what he has achieved, 
— let us remember, that by his glorious re- 
surrection, he became the “ first fruits of 
them that slept,” and has enabled all his 
believing followers to cherish the certain 
hope of a similar deliverance from the 
grave ; that he has assured them, that 
“ concerning them which are asleep,” they 
need “sorrow not even as others which have 
no hope ; for if ” they “ believe, that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with 
him,” and that he is (St. John xi. 25) “ the 
resurrection and the life,” that “ he that 
believeth in ” him, “ though he were dead, 
yet shall he live ; and whosoever liveth, and 
believeth in” him, “ shall never die.” Be- 
sides the assurance given to all his follow- 
ers of a glorious immortality, by his own 
resurrection, he has, by his ascension into 
heaven at the FalheFs right hand, gone to 
prepare numerous mansions, and, by his 


continual intercession, be sends supplies of 
grace and comfort, which cheer the hearts 
of believers in their most trying circum- 
stances, and diffuse a peace over their de- 
parting moments. He is truly said to have 
“brought life and immortality to light by 
the gospel,” for what the speculations of 
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and Cicero, did 
but imperfectly explore, and what Moses 
in his preparatory dispensation but dimly 
shadowed torth. He has fully revealed. 

Let mo now ask you, my friends, what 
effect the prospect of death has upon your 
minds ? Do you view it with indifference, 
as the common destiny of men, or do you 
seldom or ever think of it, at all ? Is the 
certainty of it so disagreeable to your 
minds to dwell upon, that, whenever it in- 
trudes upon yon, you are anxious to banish 
it from your thoughts, as a subject too 
gloomy to contemplate ? Do you view it 
as an event far distant, which in all proba- 
bility will be long deferred in your case, 
and about which at present therefore, Jiny 
anxiety is unnecessary ? If such he your 
dispositions and feelings, you are as yet 
destitute of that state of mind, which is 
absolutely essential as a preparation for 
that event, appointed to terminate tlie 
earthly course of all living. 

But, if, on the contrary, you familiariaft 
your minds with death as a certain event to 
all ; — if, while you do not allow it to spread 
a gloom over your thoughts, you earnestly 
desire to live in readiness for its approach ; 
— if you devoutly supplicate an interest in 
' that ever blessed Redeemer, through whose 
merits alone it is a vanquished foe, then be 
assured, that yours is a happy condition, — 
that you behold in the last enemy a messen- 
ger of peace. You need not he afraid at 
whatever season it should approach you, 
whether in youth, manhood, or old age. 
Whatever happiness or advantages you may 
enjoy in this life, from health, prosperity, 
affluence, or friends, you may he assured, 
that in such a case, at whatever period it 
may arrive, the change, which you will 
finally he called to make, will he one of 
gain.' 

It is of the utmost importance, that all of 
us should he found at last in such a condi- 
tion. If we arc enabled by the grace of 
God, even by the influence of his spirit, 
to have our loins girded about and our 
lights burning, then we are always ready. 
“ Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright, for the end of that man is peace.'" 
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Go ihij icay, sell whatsoever thou hasU and give to the poor^ and thou shall have 
treasure in heaven'' — Mark x. 22. 


It is one of the most common errors into 
which men are liable to fall, to substitute a 
part of religion for t!ie whole ; and to ima- 
!gine, because they refrain from {^ross vices, 
and are regular in the perfonnance of some 
duties, that they may safely indulge in the 
confidence of security, and calculato on the 
certainty of salvation. We find that men 
are universally disposed to take the most 
favourable viows of their character and 
conduct; they dwell with secret compla- 
cency oa every pleasing trait in the one, 
and every decent action in the oilier; and 
without ])vcsumiug to suppose that they are 
absolutely jiorfect, or completely ynire, they 
readily flatter themselves they are as reli- 
gious and holy as the circumstances of tlieir 
condition, the peculiarities of their temper, 
and the frailty of their nature, will permit, 
llcligion, instead of being contemplated in 
its utmost purity, and strictly applied as the 
rule of conduct, is eonHiied within such 
limits as to be accommodated to tiie actual 
state of the character ; no doctrine is openly 
denied, and no precept is literally con- 
demned ; but the mind dwells on those 
truths only which flatter its self-love, or 
at least suggest no painful and humbling 
thoughts ; and cor. lines its morality to those 
precepts, which, though it docs not fully 
exemplify, it is accustomed to respect, and 
professes to obey. 

It is curious to observe the subtlety of 
those devices which the nfuid ernj)loys to 
justify its’ errors, and to palliate its sins. 
It often seems (o decide on actions and 
achernes, as if it were ignorant of the funda- 
mental principles and the obvious precepts 
of religion. Were it to deny tlie former, 
and to reject the latter, wo could easily 
account for its conclusions, and explain its 
views , but religion is acknowledged in 
general terms to bo true, and there is no 
attempt made to misinterpret its language, 
or to abridge its articles. The mind is 
almost insensibly blinded to its ])eculidr 
defects ; its attention is never fixed on sub- 
jects that tend to awaken a consciousness 
of guilt, or to inspire apprehensions of. 
danger. Religion, whose grandeur can , 


only be conceived when it is contemplated 
as a whole, is so mutilated as neither to 
elevate the soul nor to touch the heart ; 
and the sinner, led captive by the delusions 
of vanity, imagines he is secure, because 
he shuns self-examination, and supposes 
that he follows the road to heaven, because 
his eyes are closed on the terrors of hell. 

There can scarcely be a more dangerous 
error than this ; or one that is more incom- 
patible with the design, and hostile to the 
influence of religion. The Christian reli- 
gion requires tlic entire submission of the 
will, and projmscs to regulate every action 
of the life. It does not merely aim at im- 
proving the surface of the character, and 
checking external improprieties and flagrant 
vice : its influence extends to the principles 
of act'on, and tin* sources of feeling; and 
it is designed to establish a supremacy over 
tlio heart and affections, which must be 
jierpetnal and unlimited. It must reign 
without a rival, or it will become utterly 
powerless and dead ; and, though it be 
true, that in the present state the character 
of man can never be completely formed, 
nor tlie Imart entirely piirifled, yet, unless 
the ascoiideney of religion be supreme, its 
influence will only be partially felt, whilst 
its delightful consolations will never l)e 
enjoyed, nor its animating prospects bo 
confidently cherished. We cannot be rcli- 
'gioiis to a certain extent, and reserve, as it 
were, a province of the heart for sin and 
the world. We may be distinguished by 
a variety of virtues, and regarded by others 
as examples of integTit3% refinement, and 
wisdom ; but, if there be a single class o‘; 
feelings indulged, a single pleasure habituo 
ally enjoyed, taste cherished, or object pur- 
sued, which religion condemns, and expli« 
citly forbids, we frustrate its design, and 
are destitute of its spirit. Religion is de- 
signed to supersede every other principle 
of action, and is revealed as the source of 
our motives, and the test of our feelings ; 
the homage, therefore, which it requires, 
is not partial, but unreserved, sincere, and 
devoted , the sacrifices w'hich it enjoins are 
not restricted to particular vices, schemes. 
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pleasures, and prospects, but include what- 
-eyer is incompatible, even in the slightest 
degree, with obedience to its laws and 
submission to its authority ; and the influ- 
ence which it professes to exert, embraces 
every element of the character, ever)’ depart- 
ment of the conduct, and every moment of 
life. The heart, the whole heart, is the 
empire which it claims ; to limit its influence 
is to destroy it ; to offend it in one point, is 
to offend it in all. The Gospel, indeed, ad- 
mits of defects w'hich are inseparable iVom 
OUT fallen nature, but cannot tolerate dis- 
honesty ; and the rigid observance of its 
institutions, the most intimate familiarity 
with its truths, and the most ardent professions 
of respect for its authority, cannot compen- 
sate for the w'ant of that unreserved submis- 
sion, devoted faith, and universal obedience, 
M’ithoUt wdiich it must degenerate into an 
empty form, and become a most perilous 
delusion. 

The text which we have selected as the 
subject of discourse, may be considered as 
illustrating and confirming tl»ese general 
views of the design and influence of religion. 
It was addressed, by our Lord, to a young 
man who had been scrupulously correct in 
obeying the precepts of the Jaw : he could 
appeal, with confidence, to the uniform pro- 
priety of his conduct; and to a spectator 
who merely observed his external deport- 
ment, he must have appeared to be exemp- 
lary in all the virtues — a model of temperance, 
piety, and wisdom — animated with the spirit, 
and entitled to enjoy the consolations of 
religion. But, under this fair and plausible 
('Xterior, sin and the world maintained their 
ascendency ; there w ere no gross vices — 
no secret crimes — no glaring improprieties ; 
on the contrary, there w’as much amiable 
feeling — apparent sincerity — spiritual ardour 
— and patient self-denial. But still he sup- 
plied a striking example of the subtlety of 
sin and the dangers of self-deception ; and 
nur Lord, by the injunction of the text, at 
once pointed out the leading defect in liis 
character, and convinced him that, amidst 
the blaze of his many virtues, there was one 
other proof of his entire devotedness to God, 
which religion imperatively required — the 
sacrifice of that wealth on w hich his heart 
w'us set. 

From the circumstances of the case, then, 
to which the text particularly refers, it is 
evident this precept implies that religion 
requires the renuncialion of every object that 
engrosses the mind to the exclusion of God 
«ind duty. The objects we pursue cannot 
be considered as criminal ; tbe sin is in the 
desire, or passion, that prompts us to pursue 
them ; and this desire, or passion, can only 


be sinful in as far as it prevents that entire 
devotedness to God which the Gospel en- 
joins. Wealth, fame, and rank, may be 
objects of laudable pursuit. In our present 
condition, it is impossible that the mind of 
man can be entirely indifferent to external 
I things ; and nothing can be more absurd 
; than to sujipose, that, in order to bo religious^ 

1 w’c must seclude ourselves from the w’orld, 

1 shut up all communication w ith the objecte 
of sense, and attempt to fix tlie mind on 
invisible scenes and abstract truths. In 
consequene.e ol our apostasy from God, we 
do not love him, and cannot obey his law's ; 
a variety of objects engross those affections, 
wliich, by the original constitution of our 
nature, were devoted to God ; and, as reli- 
gion is designed to restore that constitution, 
w hich sin has ))olhited and disordered, to its 
pristine purity and vigour, it aims at dis- 
placing those objects which, as sinners, wc 
love and are anxious to possess, and pro- 
poses to maintain God s rightful supremacy 
over the affections and will. Some of our 
desires and passions are sinful in their very' 
nature, and others only in their excess ; the 
one class must bo extinguished, and the 
other restrained and regulated ; the love of 
God is incompatible with the existence qf 
the former, and the ascendency of the latter ; 
and, as it alone is the true principle of moral 
obedience, whatever impairs its ardour and 
checks its influence must be firmly resisted 
and carefully shunned. We may love God, 
and yet be rich ; we may love (iod, and ye,t 
be the idols of the world’s praise ; for it is 
quite possible that we may be diligent iu 
business, wise in contriving schemes for the 
accumulation of wealth, and prudent and 
vigorous in executing these schemes, whilst 
God is the object of supreme affection and 
habitual reverence, his will the law by whicii 
our conduct is regulated, and his glory the 
object vv'hich wo are most anxious to promote. 
There is no sin iu possessing wealth ; and, 
therefore, the rich man may part with his 
wealth, scatter it to the winds, or distribute 
it among the poor, and yet be de.stitute of 
religion. His wealth may not bo the object 
which he prefers to God ; and it is only by 
sacrificing that object, w hatever it may be, 
that he can obey the precept of the text. 
Wealth, indeed, is one of the objects that 
most commonly engross the mind. It is so 
generally necessary, that men are apt to 
pursue it with excessive ardour, and to 
idolize it w hen acquired ; and, in some shape 
or other, either as an instrument or as an 
end, it may be said to be the great rival of 
God in the soul of man. As it is lo a cer- 
tain extent necessary, it is the more danger - 
i ous ; for men, in acquiring it, arc apt 
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sight of the limits which separate sin from exclusively engage the attention, as inter- 
duiy ; the ardour which they feel in pursuit fering with the lawful claims of the Creator; 
of It, is insensibly increased; it gradually but it does not place on the same level tlie 
becomes more important, till it seems to be man who pursues the object of his desire 
the great and almost the sole object of merely at the expense of his own salvation, 
desire, and every other object is abandoned without violating the rights or disturbing the 
and forgotten. Men have often been de- peace of others, and he w'ho pursues the 
luded into the belief that by renouncing ! same or different objects with equal interest 
wealth they perform a great religious duty ; and zeal, whilst his hands smoke with blood, 
under the influence of this delusion, they and his tongue is black with calumny, 
have founded hospitals, established schools. Whilst every diosire or passion, when in^ 
and endowed churches ; but this is a fatal dulged to excess, may be j^ustly stigmatized 
mistake. We may continue to possess our as idolatrous, there are still degrees of ex- 
W'ealth, provided we do not idolize it ; we cess j one man may be more avaricious, 
may labour to increase our treasures, and proud, or deceitful than another ; but 
enlarge our possessions, [)rovidcd we sur- religion, in condemning both as devoting 
render to God our affections and desires ; those affections to perishing things which 
and it is only when wealth becomes an idol, should be yielded to God, does not condemn 
engrosses the mind, and monopolizes its with equal severity, nor represent both as 
ardour, that religion demands it as a sacrifice, equally distant from heaven. Whatever 
because then God is defrauded of his right- object we desire in preference to God, that 
eous claims, the true design of the Gospel is object must be renounced ; whatever may 
frustrated, and its inestimable blessings are be the degree of excess in which the desire 
rejected and despised. is indulged, that excess must be checked and 

The true spirit of this precept then is, avoide«J ; God must reign, and sin and the 
that every object that engrosses the affections world must be resisted and hated. The 
and desires must be sacrificed to the love of precept of the text is not confined to aggra- 
God. The objects which men most eagerlj' vated sins, mean pursuits, and criminal ob- 
pursue are very different : in the choice of jects ; it includes every object of desire, 
these objects, much depends on external whether brilliant or mean, whether innocent 
circumstances, natural disposition, and the or criminal. Nothing short of a complete 
•example of others ; but the precept of the sacrifice can fulfil the design of the Gospel, 
text embraces all these objects, without It says to the poor dupe of avarice. Give up 
respect to their comparative utility and ira- your paltry treasures ; sacrifice the gold 
portance, as idols which usurp the place of w hich you have toiled to accumulate ; empty 
God, and awaken a deep and exclusive the hoards which you have carefully filled ; 
interest. Among these objects some are sell the possessions winch have cost you so 
more necessary and important than others ; many sleepless nights and laborious days, 
■wealth, for instance, may be deemed more It says to the proud slave of ambition. Resign 
important than fame ; fame more important the pageants of rank, the symbols of power, 
than pleasure ; and some pursuits present and the pomps of triumph ; descend from 
more powerful temptations to the commis- the envied elevation to which, by perfid}^ 
sion of crime than others, and afford more cruelty, and false pretences, you have been 
ample scope for the display of splendid talent raised ; forsake the palace you have usurped, 
and vast resources. A man may accumulate and renounce the sceptre you have delighted 
wealth without fraud or injustice, but he to sway ; lay aside the gorgeous robe, and 
cannot usurp the rank and prerogatives of desert the gay and splendid hall. It says 
his rival without perfidy and violence ; the to the gifted votary of fame. Give up the 
path of ambition is often wet with the blood pursuit of the world’s applause ; no longer 
<>f its victims, whilst that of avarice or fame acquire knowledge and exert your talents 
is unsullied by a single stain ; and the pur- to gratify a sickly and childish vanity ; cease 
suit of power may in general be considered to delight in the flattery of your friends, 
as involving more atrocious criminality than and the caresses of the great ; shut your ear 
the pursuit of riches or of glor3\ I® soothing voice of praise, and renounce 

cept of the text does not justify us in repre- the prospect of nobler rank and brighter 
tenting pursuits, that differ in the amount fame. In short, to the sinner it says, Give 
of guilt they involve, as equally culpable. God thine heart, the whole undivided heart. 
Religion in branding all sin as fatal to the with all its passions, affections, and desires ; 
|>eacc and comfort of the soul, still discrim- and then he will approve the sacrifice, und 
i^tes among the various degrees of depra- I reward thee with heaven, 
yity and error. It condemns all objects that I (To he continued.) 

BDWARD KHULL, TRINTER TO THR UNIVERSITY. 
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SATURDAY. Uth NOVEMBER, 1835. 


Sermon by the Rev. Archibald Bennie. Edinburgh. 
Sermon by the Rev. George Rose. A.B., Edinburgh. 


GIVE GOD THY HEART, AND HE WILL REWARD THEE WITH 

HEAVEN; 


A Sermon hy the Rev. i 

* This is a sublime view of the spirit and 
design of religion. It is not enough to 
submit to some privations, and endure some 
trials in performing its duties ; religion is so 
authoritative and dogmatic, that it must 
govern the will. It is not like any other 
system of opinions : the truths of science are 
addressed to the understanding, and do not 
affect our principles of action, or interfere 
with our ordinary habits ; but religion, as it 
has been expressed, comes home to the busi- 
ness and bosoms of men; it is not amenable 
to the tribunal of reason, and exercises im- 
perial power. There is a majesty in its 
truths which is peculiarly its own ; there is 
a vastness in its design which overcomes 
and oppresses the mind ; and all its doctrines 
are enforced by the weightiest sanctions, and 
the most urgent obligations. Religion, if 
we may so speak, occupies the highest 
sphere of thought and feeling ; it presides 
over the intellectual and moral world ; all 
the faculties of the soul, and all the affections 
of the heart, must do homage to its power ; 
and, wherever its influence is established, 
no opinion can be entertained, and no feeling 
indulged, which it docs not approve. It is 
true, no doubt, that it w ould be monstrously 
absurd to represent it as our duty to make 
religion the perpetual theme of conversation; , 
■^OL. V, — No. 190. 


L. Bennie.— C ow/ttc/tfi/. 

we have temporal things to pursue, and 
worldly schemes to execute ; ana to attempt, 
as some have foolishly done, to obtrude 
religion on every subject and scene, to dw ell 
continually on its lofty truths, and to chain 
down the mind to constant spiritual exercises, 
would be contrary to the precepts of the 
Gospel, and ultimately an insuperable bar- 
rier to its practical influence. But religion 
must be preferred to every thing else ; it 
relates to our highest interests ; we must 
live by its power, or perish under its curse ; 
it determines the destinies of men, is the 
only rule of action, and test of moral truth. 
Of all other kinds of knowledge, it may be 
said, that, however much they way elevate 
and enrich the mind, they have little influ- 
ence on the character and heart : but religion 
is designed to form the character, and to 
purify the heart. It draw's forth the soul 
towards heavenly things, and opens up to 
its view' eternity as its native spnere ; and, 
both from its origin as the counsel of God, 
and its end as the message of salvation, it 
may well awaken the deepest interest, and 
inspire the most anxious concern. It is the 
highest kind of knowledge, because it relates 
to God, salvation, and heaven : it is the 
most useful kind of knowledge, because it 
furnishes a safe rule of conduct, directs 
2 G 
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amidst the greatest difficulties, assists in. the 
hour of weakness, dissipates the darkest 
sorrows, and animates to the noblest actions ; 
it is the most delightful kind of knowledge, 
because it leads to fountains of the purest 
enjoyment, furnishes the sweetest consola- 
tions, encourages by the most ^acious pro- 
mises, and enriches the soul with the most 
splendid and triumphant hopes. In short, 
it includes all is greatest, wiscit, best ; 
and, te crown itt exeellenoe, it . bestows, 
treasures which never perish, and imparts a 
satisfaction which never alloys. 

The precept of the text requires the 
avaricious to sacrifice their wealth ; but their 
wealth is to be applied to useful and charit- 
able purposes. The sacrifice is enjoined as 
an indispensable proof of sincerity ; but the 
wealth, which is a snare to its possesgws, 
because they make it their idol, may alleviaie 
the sufferings and mitigate the poverty of 
their fellow-creatures, and therefore is not 
to be thrown away, or, like a paltry bauble, 
to be trodden in the dust. Religion casts 
contempt on all sublunary things ; still it 
commands its disciples to make the world’s 
goods subservient to genferous uses ; it docs 
not mortify one vice to aflford scope for 
another. The wealth which the ricb man 
in the text possessed, was to be distributed 
among the poor ; and nothing can illustrate 
more strikingly the kind and chantable sporit 
of the Gospel than the importance which is 
thus given to the claims of the destitute. 
Our Lord, in his pubhc diseourses, repeat- 
edly uiged oo his hoaxers, with gfreat £e«ling 
and energy, the duty of ahns-giving. He 
was aware that men are naturaUy so selfish 
as to be freouently insensihie to the appeals 
of the w retcmed ; wealth is too lu^y prized 
to be freely bestowed on the beljdess and 
infirm; and the pleasures and luxm^ 
which it purchases, are so keenly desired, 
that the slWider juttance which is allotted 
to the poor, is given with reluctance and 
regret. Jesus Christ .breathed a joew 
spirit of kindness and charity mto the hearts 
of men; himself a model of benevc^enoe 
the most active and pure, he repr^ented 
this duty as incumbent on all hiamlloweis ; 
and it may be justly aaid toiorm the great 
characteristic feature of the sooiidity of the 
Gospel. He exhibited all snen as iink^ 
together into one great family, ehUdi^ of 
the same parei^ heirs of the oame des- 
tiny ; and he oiyoiaed cherky to the poor, 
not as fiowxqg irom the mere impnlte vof 
oompassionate feeliiif, but as i 


from the love to God, which it was the great 
aim of religion to cherish and promote. He 
gave it an higher rank among the virtues 
than it had ever occupied before ; men had 
been accustomed to regard it rather as a 
failing than as a virtue — as a proof of fine 
sensibility rather than as an act of impera- 
tive duty. Justice, prudence, temperance, 
and fortitude, had been defined and describ- 
ed as the cardinal virtues ; the meae s^ts 
of men had .been protected by the laws* of 
society; but the poor had been left to the 
precarious bounty of the rich ; and those 
liberal and expansive sentiments which bind 
in one mighty chain all the individuals of 
our race, and which the Gospel not only 
tends to cherish, but positively enjoins, 
were unfelt, and almost unknown. The sel- 
fishness winch characterizes our fallen na- 
ture, had seared all the fine and tender feel- 
ings of the heart ; self-gratification had 
become the great object of pursuit ; and, 
amidst the cares and strife of the world, all 
the generous and noble sentiments had been 
blasted and chilled. But our Lord attacked 
selfishness in all its forms and degrees ; he 
opened anew those springs of sensibility 
which sin had dried up, and made them flow 
forth in rich and refreshix^ streams towards 
the whole human race ; he made the 
heart, as it were, one wide and generous 
fountain, from which all kind and com- 
passionate ^clings proceeded ; and he gave 
to the claims of the poor the force of a posi- 
tive and unalienable right. His religion 
breathes the very spirit of a refined and 

f lowing charity ; it forbids every thing sel- 
sh, rigid, and mean. Its disciple is com- 
manded to sympathize in the sufferings and 
sorrows of the wretched, to . supply tbeir 
wants, soothe their pains, and pity their in- 
firnuties. His heart is to be open to every 
appeal, tod his hand always ready to re- 
lieve; and, overlooking the pr^udices of 
the world, disdaining the petty limits pre- 
sexihed by xank and party, he is to sutoit 
to eveiy privation, scorn every difficulty, 
and brave every peril, that he may become 
a liberal benefiictor to the poor, and thus 
prove the sincerity of his love to God, by 
the force and tenaemeBs of his love toman. 

In tiins illufttratkig the benevolent spirit 
of the Gospd, itis aeoessary to remark, that 
the test fiwisbes »o ar^ment for pxt^use 
and indueriminate charity. The money 
^ven to the poor im c&en proved their 
gfaateBt cmrse ; and we hme too fioe- 
^liieiiUy «ee& that inxtItHtioai lonaod to 
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i^eviate th^ir sufferings, and fflipply their 
wnts, have multiplied the very evils they 
vvere intended to remove. We are not to 
suppose, when our Lord uttered the precept 
in the text, his language implied that the 
wealth to be distributed by the rich man 
should be given to every clamorous appli- 
cant } that no care should be taken to select 
proper objects- to be relieved, to administer 
>eiref suit^ to the claims of every individual 
case, and to guard against those abuses 
which have sometimes thrown discredit on 
the cause of Christian charity, by affording 
encouragement to indolence and vice. 
Among those who solicit relief, there are 
great diversities, both in the nature and 
the extent of their distress. The sum which 
is absolutely trifling when bestowed on some 
classes of the poor, when given to others, 
is most pernicious extravagaiKie. There is 
frequently, too, a modesty in real distress, 
which shrinks from observation ; the poor 
who have known better days, and enjoyed 
the comforts of affluence, and the pleasures 
of refined society, are anxious to conceal 
from the world their poverty and sufferings ; 
and, instead of imploring the relief which 
thousands would cheerfully afford, they sub- 
mit, in solitude and silence, to the heaviest 
toil, and bear, without a murmur, the pri- 
vations of their lot. Such cksses of the 
poor should be visited in their cheerless 
abodes ; the charitable should consider 
their claims as peculiarly sacred, and respect 
the delicacy of feeling, which bids them to 
suffer in silence and obscurity ; and should 
always be more ready to give, because they 
are too iiwiependent to state their wants, 
and disdain to beg. The most deserving 
objects of charity are often unknown ; but 
it is our duty to search them out ; and whilst 
our hearts overflow with kindness to alU to 
be particularly careful to relieve their dis- 
iT9B% and cheer thebr despondency. It is 
evident some meh think it is enough to give 
money to the poor, to fulfil the precepts of 
the Gospel ; and as they will not examine 
^nto facts, submit to the toil and fatigue of 
inquiry, they frequently bestow on the 
worthless and unprincipled sums that might 
have gladdened the hearts and cheered the 
dwellings of the truly indigent and obscure. 
But of such charity it may be justly said, 
that it frustrates its own object. In the 
more populous districts of the country, there 
is a large class who are poor from iaclka- 
tioQ^ and not from necessity — men in whom 
every principle of* mdependence has been 


broken down, and every feeling of honest 
pride destroyed ; and who, rather than sub- 
mit to the hardships of daily labour and the 
restraints of an humble condition, gain a 
wretched and precarious subsistence by 
affected tones of sorrow, and false state- 
ments of distress. Money given to such 
men is literally a bounty on servility and 
sloth; it is not true charity; it is money 
taken from the poor, and given to encourage 
indolence and profligacy. I do not say that 
in every instance it is possible, with the 
utmost caution and judgment, to be rigidly 
correct in ascertaining the claims of the 
multitudes who solicit relief ; but we should 
always make the attempt to discriminate ; 
we snould not give money merely from the 
impulse of generous feeling ; the Christian 
religion sanctions no feeling unaccompanied 
with active principle. There is a danger 
that our charily should not only be indis^ 
criminate, but profuse. We may give too 
much to the poor ; we may remove the mo- 
tives to industry, and awaken the sense of 
personal dignity; and, instead of being the 
poor man’s friends, we may be his worst 
eaemies-^teaching him to fawn, to beg, and 
to deceive. There is a feeling of inde- 
pendence which every man ought to cherish ; 
and whenever this is awakened or destroyed, 
the most powerful motives to duty fail to 
animate and impress. If we wish to make 
men industrious, we must hold out no en- 
couragement to sloth ; we must strengthen, 
instead of weakening, the obligations of 
virtue ; and be careful to present no tempta- 
tion to our fellow-creatures, which may 
unsettle their principles, or blunt their deli- 
cacy. In giving of our substance to relieve 
the indigent, we must never impair, either 
by the mode or the extent of our charity, 
t^t sclf>respect which always accompanies 
steady religious principle ; if we do not 
study to foster a love of industry, and a 
derire of independence, in the poor, we are, 
in some measure, chargeable with the im- 
prudence ami sloth into which they may be 
betrayed; and may be justly said to rob 
them of those honourable feelings which, if 
once lost, can scarcely ever be regained. 
The splen^d sums scattered among the poor 
have too &equently a corrupting effect ; and 
thoi^ w« may approve of the generous 
feeling which have prompted the weidthy 
to the stately hospital, and to found 
the tieh eudowment, yet we cannot be igno- 
raat of the fact, that, amidst the Uessings 
thus diffused, th^e is much read dishonestyi 
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(iesiHcabk meanness, thoughtless dissipation, 
and habitual indolence, engendered and ma- 
tured* I do not put any restraints on the 
charity of the Gospel. God forbid ! Give 
to the poor ; give lil^rall^, but not pro- 
fiiaely— cheerfully, buf not indiscriminately. 
There is enough of real poverty to be re- 
lieved ; the world abounds in scenes of dis- 
tress ; and the richest and kindest benefac- 
tor has ample scope to bestow his alms, his 
sympathy, and his praters. The poor are 
^ways with us ; the vicUms of disease are 
pining on their restless beds ; the children 
of misfortune are eating their scanty crumbs, 
and are pierced with cold in their cheerless 
dwellings ; the destitute widow is weeping 
!ln solitude and despair, without an eye to | 
pity, or a kind voice to cheer her ; the ; 
orphan wanders from door to door, home- 
less and friendless ; and the aged and infirm, 
•worn out by the cares and toils of their 
early years, and bereaved of their children 
and ^tneir friends, are dropping into the 
grave, unnoticed and unsoothed ; and, in 
short, on every hand, in every street and 
lane of the populous city, we may find the 
wretched poor to comfort and relieve. Give 
to the poor then ; let your hearts overflow | 
with kind and compassionate sentiments ; 
wherever there is real poverty, do not ex- 
press your sympathy merely by w'ords, tears, 
or signs, but by acuons ; regard the sufferer 
as your brother, and soothe his distress; 
enter into the feelings of anguish which 
rend his bosom, and Tifi; up his sickly and 
drooping head ; banish the sad thoughts 
that prey upon his peace, and dispel the 
gloom that is settled on his brow' ; relieve 
his wants, cheer his spirit with the voice of 
consolation, and make him feel that you 
love and respect him ; steal an hour from 
the bustle and gaiety of life, and obey the 
precept of Jesus Christ ; ** Give to the 
poor, and ye shall have treasure in heaven.** 
In enjoining these arduous and important 
duties, religion proposes a rich and splendid 
reward. There is no doubt that the life of 
the Christian is one of self-denial; and 
though it be true there is a real consolation 
imparted by the influence of religion, yet it 
is not on earth that its reward can be fully 
ciyoyed. In this imperfect state, there are 
unquestionably difficulties attending the 
strict performance of religious duty ; sacri- 
fices must be made, and trials endnr^ ; and 
in conquering sin, and resisring temptation, 
there is often a painful sense of weakness, 
ind an appalling apprehension of danger. 


We are immoderately attached to present 
objects and scenes ; we are reluctant to re- 
nounce sinful pleasures and worldly pur- 
suits ; we cling to our favourite idols with 
instinctive fondness, and are strongly dis- 
posed to prefer them to spiritual and invisi- 
ble things ; and even when we are engaged 
in the contemplation of divine tnith, and the 
lofty exercises of faith, we are apt to look 
back on the vanities we have renounced, 
and the scenes we have forsaken, with a 
lingering feeling of regret. On earth, in 
short, there is much both to do and to suffer ; 
religion is not all comfort, ease, and joy ; 
and bright as are the moments, transporting 
the pleasures which the saint enjoys in this 
valley of vision, it is in looking forw ard to the 
future, and anticipating its glory, that he is 
animated by a reward, in comparison with 
which, every thing earthly and transient is 
as vanity and dust. 

The reward which religion reveals to its 
disciples is very simply and significantly 
expressed in the text. In the sacred writ- 
ings, there is a great variety of images em- 
ployed to describe the heavenly state ; as it 
IS spiritual and invisible, adapted both to 
the capacities and feelings of glorified spirits, 
we cannot fully conceive it ; and it is only 
by metaphors and emblems that it can at 
present be revealed. The fi^rative lan- 
guage of the text was evidently suggested 
% the nature of the precept it contains. 
The individual to whom the text was ad- 
dressed was commanded to renounce his 
wealth; and the reward promised to his 
obedience was a treasure hereafter, infinitely 
more valuable than all the treasures of the 
earth. We are accustomed to say of any 
object on which we set a high value, that it 
is a treasure. We say of knowledge, that 
it is a treasure ; we say of fame, that it is a 
treasure ; we say of affection, that it is a 
treasure— a rich, inestimable treasure ; and 
in all these cases, the phrase expresses the 
importance we attach to the object to which 
it is applied. In its application to the re- 
ward which relirion reveals, it is compara- 
tively weak. Nothing that men value on 
earth can convey any adequate idea of the 
splendour and value of reward ; for it 
includes in it all of dignity, enjoyment, and 
purity, of which our nature is capable — the 
greatest honour, the most exquisite happi 
ness, and the most exalted virtue. It is a 
treasure of knowledge ; for there all divine 
truth will be revealed to the soul ; doubts, 
errors, and prejudices, will be dkpelled; 
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figiit will be let in on all those regions 'winch' 
are now pathless and dark? from the On-; 
frironed Deity, a glory wi^ shine forth upon 
the mind, illuminating it with bright views, 
scattering every shadow that rested on its 
thoughts, giving to its mean conceptions 
‘amazing amplitude and splendour, enlarging 
the sphere of thought, and pouring a per- 
‘petual radiance around the soul’s free and 
fearless path. It is a treasure of affection ; 
for there .all distrust, jealousy, and fear, 
will be removed ; God’s generous, unchang- 
ing love, will enrich and soothe the glorified 
spirit; a pure and glowing sympathy will 
unite soul to soul; the sweetest thoughts, 
and the most confiding tenderness,’ will be 
cherished and enjoyed ; no suspicions will 
ever darken or chill tlie current of love, afs 
it flows deep and warm from the rich foun- 
tains of the soul ; and in communion with 
God, in the society of angels, and amidst 
the bright company of the redeemed, all the 
delights of lofty devoted affection will yield 
perpetual ravishment. It is a treasure of 
joy ; for there every hope will be realized, 
and every promise fulfilled ; care, tremble, 
and grief, will be for ever gone ; all the 
meanness, sufferings, and bereavements of 
life, wMl have passed away ; bright scenes 
will call up the fairest images, and awaken 
into life the most animating thoughts ; and 
exercises of lofty meditation, and the pinrest 
devotion, will fill the soul with transprorting 
ecstasy. It is a treasure of glory ; for there 
the soul will be raised to its native rank, 
adorned with unfading righteousness, in- 
vested with the honour of a mighty triumph, 
associated with angels, and welcomed by 
Christ; then the white robes will be pUt 
on, the crow n and victory’s palm ; then the 
song of praise will smile from the innume- 
rable host ; all the glory of God, all the 
glory of angels, and all the glory of the re- 
deemed, will meet in one resplendent blaze, 
and fill the vast heaven with its inconceiv- 
able brightness. Oh, vrhat a treasure! valu- 
able as the soul, lasting as eternity I Riches 
will decay and perish ; the proud' palace 
wjll crumble into ruins, and its stately cham- 
bers be lonely and silent ; the charms of 
beauty will fade, the trophies of ambition 
moulder into dust ; and all the gaiety, pomp, 
and splendour of life, will vanish like a 
dream, and leave not a wreck behind.. But 
the treasure of the righteous will endure for 
ever ^ it. will never dimmish, but always in- 
crease; it will always* ^tisfy and delight, 
leaving nothing to be regretted, and bring- 


ing Aothing to b^ feared ; a treasure be- 
stowed on the meanest, poorest, and most 
ignorant of men^-epotless purity, and con- 
summate bliss. 

Having thus illustrated the precept of the 
text, and the reward by which it is sanctioned, 
I trust you are now prepared to listen to u 
short appeal in behalf of that Society for 
which 1 have been appointed to l^lead. As 
Christians, you are bound to relieve, accord- 
ing to your means, your indigent and helpless 
fellow-creatUTCs ; the wealth you possess, the 
advantages you enjoy, are not your own ; 
they belong to the poor as well as you, and 
if they are made subservient to selfish 
gratification, idle show, and expeoBive lux- 
ui*y» you may be justly .stigmatized as faith- 
less stewards, and ungrateful servants. The 
poor are your brethren ; they are committed 
to your care ; whatever be the nature of 
their distress, you are commanded to relieve 
it ; and if you allow them to pine in obscurity 
and neglect, you are destitute of the spirit 
of Christ, and are none of his. The dass 
of the poor for whom your charity is this 
evening solicited, have peculiar claims. 
They are the aged and infirm— men whose 
hoary hairs, and tottering steps, announce 
that the journey of life is near its close, and 
that the interest which it once awakened, is 
now faded and gone. There is a natural 
dignity in old age, which we are all disposed 
to acknowledge ; there is a solemn and 
pathetic interest attached to that last stage 
m the i pilgrimage of man, which even the 
coldest feel; and it would be difficult to 
conceive any case in which poverty can be 
more painfully affecting, than when it is the 
lot of riiose, whose vigour, whose hopes, 
whose vivacity are gone ; a«d who are left 
alone, as it were, within a few' paces of the 
grave, without friends, without eompanions, 
and without children, to drag out a weary 
existemee, embittered by want, regret, and 
fear. When the young, the active, and the 
vigorous, are poor, they have hopes to 
animate and cheer ; they may surmount the 
difficulties that oppress them, and may yet 
be' comfortable and prosperous ; but the old 
have no worldly hopes to gladden their 
hearts ; for though they may survive for a 
few years, they are now helpless and weak ; 
they cannot mix in the bustle of life, and 
submit to privation and toil ; and too often 
the close 6f life is rendered pexadiarlybitter, 
by a sense of desolation, which the Joss of 
children and friends has gradually produced. 
The iaftrmitiea of age are sufficiently^inful 
2 0 2 
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and humbliBg, CTen when they arc not 
agi^vated by the privations of poverty. 

But when a man has reached his seventieth 


or Ids eightieth year, when the vigour of his 
frame is succeeded by the feebleness of a 
second childhood, and the palsied band, the 
furrowed brow, and the lean and faded 
countenance, indicate that the work of decay 
has already begun, and will soon be com- 
plete, the bitterness of poverty must be 
keenly felt. See him m his solitary dwell- 
ing, which scarcely protects his feeble frame 
from the piermng wind ; around him there 
are no means of comfort, — no bread — no 
raiment ; some kind neighbour trims his 
litrie fire, and brings a scanty supply of 
food ; his wife, his children, have been long 
dead, his friends have forgotten him, his 
companions are in their graves, and his 
remaining stren^h cannot carry him to the 
doors of the rich. He is an outcast on- the 
face of the earth ; he has outlived every 
comfort : and now he pines on his hard bed, 
till his pulse ceases to beat, and his spirit 
departs. Look at this infirm and helpless 
man ; he was once industrious, sober, and 
contented ; he was surrounded by sprightly 
children, and was respected by his neigh- 
bours and friends, but old age came on ; the 
family circle was broken up, till he alone 
was Icfl— a widowed, childless parent ; and 
now he has no means of support, but the 
slender pittance which the charitable bestow. 

Such are the objects which this excellent 
Institution professes to relieve. There is 
no class of the poor whose claims are more 
urgent. It too often happens, in ^ving 
money to the poor, that our charitable 
feelings are chilled by doubts regarding the 
extent of their necessities, or the uses to 


which our alms are appli^ ; but the coo* 
dition of the aged ^or is truly pitiable; 
they are utterly helpless, incapable of those 
excesses by which some classes of the poor 
frustrate the liberality of the compassionate 
and humane, and, in most cases, unable 
even to solidt the relief which their wants so 
urgently require. They are poor indeed ; 
without external comfort, at that period ct 
life, when comfort is peculiarly necessary, to 
soothe the heart amidst the languor of decay 
and to lighten the gloom of recollections 
which hang like shadows over the dej^cd 
mind. In relieving their wants, there is no 
danger of encouranng indolence, or tempt- 
ing to vice. With them, the season of vi- 
gorous exertion is gone for ever ; the pulse 
of passion no longer beats high in their 
bosoms ; and wearied with the cares and toils 
of life, indifferent to its bright dreams, and 
its animating hopes, they turn from the 
world, as from a scene whose lustre has 
faded, and whose gaiety has fled. I trust 
the appeal now made to your hearts will 
awaken that sympathy and compassion, 
which, as men, you feel, and as Christians, 
are bound to cherish. The aged and infirm 
are at this moment imploring relief ; their 
feeble voices can scarcely articulate the lan- 
guage of complaint, but the broken and 
faltering accents which drop from their lips, 
are more eloquent than studied phrases, or 
elaborate argument. Listen with pity to 
the tale of their distress ; carry the voice of 
consolation into their lonely dwellings ; ^d 
in soothing their sorrows, and supplying 
their wants, let your fervent prayers ascend 
to heaven, that whilst you bestow the com- 
forts that perish, God may enrich their souls 
with the blessings that endure for ever, j 


ON BOLDLY PROFESSING CHRIST IN DOMESTIC LIFE; 

A SERMON PREACHED ON 2Si» JUNE; 1835, ST, JOHN THE BAPTIST'S DAY, 

By the Rev. GEORGE ROSE, A.B., 

Min&iter of St Peter*! Bi^opsi Cbspel, Edl&burffa. 

“T/n'/iA not that I am come to send peace on earth; 1 cam not to Und peace, hut a 

Matt. x. 

This appears to be a very remarkable | of whom St. Paul writes, “ But now in 
declaration from the hallowed lips of that | Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were afar 
Saviour, at whose birUi angels sang, ''Gloiy l off are made nigh by the blood of Christ ; 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace , 1 for be is our peace ; for he “ came wd 
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preached peace to you which were afar off, 
and to theta that were nigh and whom the 
prophet fsaiah styles, “The Prince of 
peace.” Yet both are equally true ; and 
so far from being at variance, we shall dis- 
cover, on a more analytical investigation, 
that the one completely confirms the other. 
Our divine Lord is describing a different 
kind of peace from that alluded to in these 
quotations. The latter is peace between 
man and his Maker — the cfeature and his 
Creator — the sinner and his no longer 
offended God, but pardoning and recon- 
ciled Father in Christ Jesus. The former 
means peace between man and his feUow- 
inen — ^between the believer and the infidel-* 
between the faithful, loving, obedient ser- 
vants of Christ, and the lovers of this world, 
with all the wealth, honours, or perishing 
vanities which it contains. When we dwell 
on the one of these, it opens up to our view 
the sublime scheme of our redemption, the 
amazing love of God, the Father, in devis- 
ing a plan of infinite wisdom and mercy, 
•whereby the guilt of sin being done away, 
he could send down on his erring children 
the blessing of peace. It directs our thoughts 
to the great expiatory sacrifice for sin, ence 
offered on Calvary, Christ “having made 
peace by the blood of his cross (1 Col. 
XX.) and it leads us to seek daily for the 
teaching of the heavenly Comforter, and 
desire, with every awakened energy of our 
spiritual nature, that “ kingdom of God, 
which is not meat and drink, but righteous- 
ness, and peace, and joy, in the Holy 
Ghost.” Rom. xiv. 17. But when we 
meditate on the other, intended by our 
Saviour in the text, it recalls our 
thoughts from such an exalted excursive 
range, to fix them in contemplative study 
on our own hearts, and the religious feel- 
ings and conduct of those immediately 
around us. It introduces us to the domes- 
tic circle, the fireside, and the household 
duties of the Christian, and thence are we 
to draw out the rich treasures of his piety 
and experience, amid the trials, ten^tations, 
and dimculties, of his daily avocations; for 
Jesus Christ subjoins, “ 1 am come to set a 
man at variance agmnst his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, and the daugh- 
ter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And 
a man’s foes shall be they of his own 
house.** 

Such an account of the effect of a know- 
ledge of Christ from the Son of God him- 


self, would seem to render religion a thing 
to be shunned rather than cherished, and 
would invest with the aspect of a fearful 
and melancholy gloom, and even seem to 
render a mockery that blessed title given 
to it in holy Scripture, “ the Gospel of 
peace,*’ which is the most precious gift of 
God to men. The sword of bigotry, fana- 
ticism, and untrowidfld sectarianism, has 
indeed divided the fold of Christ into a 
countless diversity of denominations. A 
liberal inquiry into the doctrines of revealed “ 
truth, on the one hand, breaking through 
the trammels of ceremonial superstition and 
idolatry, and a gross abuse or that liberty, 
leading to error, heresy, and licentiousness, 
on the other, have produced such a result. 
But that it should extend farther, and make 
the Christian’s home a scene of Fs volri ng 
persecution, rendered more painfully try- 
ing, because inflicted by nearest and dearest 
relatives, is a thought so disheartening, that 
it requires the support of the heavenly pro- 
mise, pronounced by the same divine Being 
who delivers to us this prediction, “ But 
whoso endureth unto the end, the same 
shalj^ be saved.” Yet the history of the 
^ iartyro Ibffles^6T"tirS primitive church, of 
thbsewho cFeerluIljnaid down their lives 
for the truth of Christ’s religion, presents 
us with many instances in which this pro- 
phecy of our Saviour was to the very letter 
fulfilled. It ought ever to be matter of 
gratitude and praise with the Christians of 
the present day, that those fiery trials have 
not been prolonged to our own times ; but 
that in the figurative sense of the eastern 
phraseology of one of the prophets of old, 
who thus described the prosperity of the 
people of God, (1 Kings iv. 25,) “ And 
Judah and Israel dwelt safely under his vine 
and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to 
Beersheba, all the days of Solomon,** we 
are permitted to enjoy all the privileges and 
comfort of religious toleration. When, 
however, it even now pleases God to fulfil 
his own purpose, predicted ^ his own pro- 
phet Jeremiah, (hi. 14,) “ Turn, O back- 
sliding Israel, saith the Lord ; and I will 
tako Tou one of a city, and two of family, 
and 1 will bring you to Zion ; and I will 
give you pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding and when it is hb will that 
the conversion of the respective individuals 
of a household shall be pradual, much 
“trouble and persecution anseth on account 
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The happiest state whk:h 
can bo ©OJaceived oa earth is where each 
baa a heart thoroug^hly imbued with the 
pjiiicifdes of true religion ; each delights 
m the diligent and prayerful study of the 
Word of God, and trom that pure source 
draws forth copiously all those Christian 
graces which give true dignity to the cha- 
racter, and an amiable sweetness to the dis* 
position ; and where the unobtrusive per- 
ibrmance of every relative duty as to God, 
Ond not to men, marks a daily improving 
progress in righteousness. Where this 
takes place, those of a man’s own house 
cease to be his “foes;” they will become 
united to him by the double, and strongest, 
and most endearing ties of natural affection, 
and of pure Christian piety and love. AU 
are believers; all converted; all such, as 
the Father seeketh to worship him, because 
rejoicing in daily adoring the eternal Spirit, 
in “ spirit and in truth.” A coincidence of 
religious opinion, where that opinion is 
founded on the plain simple declarations of 
the Word of God, ai)d in conformity with 
the teaching of divine grace, is the most 
comforting and strengthening bond that 
can possibly unite a family ; animated by 
the same spirit of heavenly love ; forbearing 
and forgiving one delighting to 

cultivate the samoSbiitcU^ctu^ pursuits, and 
in the same instructive and edifying con- 
versation and aboimding in the deeds of 
similar charity a^d benevolence. It is an 
enviably blessed domestic realization of this 
beautiful effusion of the Psalmist, (exxxiii. 1,) 
“ Behold, how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity 1 
It is like the precious ointment upon tne 
head* that ran down upon the beard, even 
Aaron’s h^ard j that went down to the skirts 
of his garments : as the dew of Hermon, 
and as the dew that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion ; for there the Lord 
commanded the blessing, even life for ever- 
more.” 

Such is the power of evil passions pre- 
dominant in the heart within, and the delui^ 
sive enticements and ensnaring pleasures of 
t,he world without, that this is a scone of 
domestic happiness rarely to be met with. 
Were the Gospel fully embraced and acted 
up. to by every one who professes it, by 
being bapthted into the church of Qhrist, t We 
is not a family iu which sucli harmony 
would not reign, .and the rarity would then 
be in an occasional and very melancholy 


instance in whichf it was not4he case. But 
only a cursory review of the religious wbrld 
may convince any one aetdously seeking to 
ascertain the truth, that it sometimes pleases 
God to open the eyes of parents to the 
kuowled^ and earnest prosecution of hea- 
venly things, while their offspring or near- 
est relatives remaiB in darkness and error, 
enslaved to the world ; at other times it is 
equally evident, that ’while the parents are 
in ah uncoav^ted state, insensible to the 
value of vital spiritual religion, and only 
scarce tolerating its external forms, it is the 
will of the Almighty, according to the ope- 
rations of his own free and sovereign grace, 
to enlighten the mind, and open the heart, 
and guide, in a consistent walk with him, a 
younger member of a family, whom not 
unfirequently he makes a blessed instrument 
in the hands of the Holjr Spirit for the 
conversion and final salvation of the rest. 

Each of these situations develops a new 
field of action to the believer, and widens 
as it were, by the peculiarity of position 
in which he sees himself to be placed, his 
sphere of Christian duty. The words 
of Jesus in our text naturally suggest 
a profitable meditation on these, and a 
conscientious apjfiication of the truths and 
sentiments to which they give rise to our 
own heart, and conscience, and condition 
of domestic life. It is a dreadful state, and 
one full of the most awful responsibility 
at ;the tribunal of Jesus Christ, when a 
worldly-minded parent, who is altogether 
absorbed with “:the cares, and riches, 
and pleasures of this life,” represses the 
first emotions of religions feeling, and 
tlirows the chill of a forbidding repug- 
nance over the ardour of godliness, just 
appearing in the juvenile seriousness and 
devotion of his child ; when every attempt 
to act with conscientious obedience to 
the Gospel is ridiculed as enthusiasm ; 
every endeavour to withdraw from scenes 
of gaiety and dissipation, that the heart 
may become wholly given up to God, 
ana the time and t^ents which he lends 
US' be consecrated to and employed in hU 
service, meeta with > disdain, or is wilfully 
misinterpreted into a contempt of parental 
authority, and where even a regular and 
edifying attendance on the ordinances of 
religion, and a desire to benefit by every 
means of grace which God puts within 
cm reach, is looked upon as strict and 
unnecessary, because too much at variance 
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^ith the carnal minds and the irreligious ^ 
habits of the other members of the family. 

^ Again, is it not an equally melancholy 
sight, and most painful to the contempla* 
tion of every right thinking man, when the 
parents set daily before the eyes of their 
children the excellent example of a godly 
life, and of religious customs and demean- 
our, and their family, in despite of their 
pious training, and the excellent tendency 
of their education, do not take that inte- 
rest in holy things which, by the solemn 
vows of their baptismal covenant, they are 
bound to do. It is true that the promise 
of God in his holy Word is, “ Train up a 
child in the way he should go ; and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it (Prov. 
xxii. 6,) and ultimately the patient, perse- 
vering prayers of a parent for the conver- 
sion of a rebellious son have been known 
years afterwards to have been heard and 
answered. And even when the greatest 
care and pains have been taken to guard 
the moral principles, and cherish Christian 
feelings, and establish religious habits, such 
is the power of innate corruption — the na- 
tural antipathy of the heart to receive good 
instruction, and the influence of evil exam- 
ple in counteracting its effects, that a godly 
parent is often called upon to endure that 
most severe of all trials, seeing one so near 
and dear to him going on in a course of 
guilt and profane licentiousness, in despite 
of every dictate of parental affection, and 
every mandate of his God, Scenes such 
as these, with w’hich the world abounds, 
clearly demonstrate the absolute control 
and sovereignty of the grace of almighty 
God. If this be first sought for, then a 
sanctifying and soul-converting influence 
from on high will accompany every endea- 
vour to preserve youth in the ways of 
righteousness ; but where this is lost sight 
of, and the glory of God not sought after, 
but some less important or selfish end, or 
the praise of men before that of God, then 
it cannot be expected that he will prosper 
even such means with his fuUest blessing. 
Every Christian parent should bear in mind 
the dreadful punishment denounced against 
jBli, although himself a devout character, 
and performing with conscientious fidelity 
his duties as a priest of God, because his two 
sons, Hophniand Phinehas, committed gross 
and scandalous sins, and he was content 
merelpr to remonstrate with them for their im* 
propriety of conduct, but did not vigorously 


exercise bis parental authority in removing 
them from their station, or compelling them 
to desist. I Sam. iii. II. ** And the Lord 
said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in 
Israel, at which both the ears of every one 
that heareth it shall tingle. In that day I 
will perform against Eli all things which I 
have spoken concerning his house : when 
I begin, I will also make an end. For I 
have told him, that I will judge his house 
for ever, for the which hehnoweth; 

because his sons made themselves vile, and 
he restrained them not. And therefore I 
have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the 
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be purged 
with sacrifice nor offering for ever.” From 
this it would appear, that it is the privilege 
and bounden duty of a parent, anxious to 
rescue the soul of his child from the perilous 
delusions of sin, which would expose him 
to God’s wrath and the misery of eternal 
death, to use more than remonstrance — to 
proceed to rebuke, correction, and every 
legitimate means of authority, with which 
the Almighty has in that particular rela- 
tionship endowed him, in order to bring 
him back to the path of duty — to what is 
his truest happiness, and to the favour and 
blessing of his God. Mild, persuasive, 
affectionate exhortation is first to be tried, 
but especially with humble confiding de- 
pendence upon the grace of God, and the 
sacred influences of his Spirit; and even 
any plan or measure beyond this will be 
tempered with true Christian forbearance, 
and a line of conduct in which parental 
love will predominate in the attempt to 
produce all the joy and comfort of filial 
obedience. 

Above Si patient waiting for the result 
is indispensably requisite under a trial of 
this nature. Satan often puts into the 
heart the impious suggestion that, be- 
cause our expectations are not soon ful- 
filled, or because our prayers are nof 
almost immediately answered^ therefore the 
means are to be discontinued as useless, and 
prayer to be restrained before God. But 
let me exhort you most earnestly and so- 
lemnly, mv brethren, beware of such a 
device. It you have been in the habit of 
plying any one, in these circumstances, with 
counsel, good books, the reading of the 
holy Scriptures in fiunily worship, or the 
adoption of any other nteaiia in audition to 
these, do not throw them aside, because 
conversion is not at once conseq;uent on 



THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


1)58 


»uch eadeai^uTS. You are under the dirute 
blessing, sowing abundantly the good seed 
of christiani instruction and example ; and 
although the tares may at prefsent appear 
to bo more plenteous, nay, so much so as 
to choke the good seed, the wheat will 
hereafter spring up, and you may be spared 
to see it bring forth an hundred fold ; for 
listen to the promise of the Saviour, (Luke 
vi. 38,) “ Give, and it shall be given unto 
you; good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, shall 
men give into your bosom. For with the 
same measure ye mete withal, it shall be 
measured to you, again.” So long as the 
love of the world maintains its melancholy 
sw'ay over the heart, your advice, though 
delivered with the kindest caution to avoid 
offence, and breathing forth the tenderest 
affection, may be disregarded ; your exam- 
ple of active benevolence, or cneerful, but 
solemn consistent piety, be ridiculed as too 
cemstraining and precise : your fondness for 
religion, and desire to glorify God in your 
family, be looked upon as needless and 
puritanical zeal ; and a very long period 
may be suffered to roll on, while the mind 
continues under this fearful delusion of sin. 
But when God takes the matter into hia 
own hands ; when bis Holy Spirit removes 
all the mists of error, darkness, and preju- 
dice ; when the grace of Jesus Christ ^gins 
to operate in the heart, and a mightier than 
“the strong man armed” takes possession 
of the soul ; how great and almost miracu- 
lous is the change which often takes place 
on the spiritual state of him w'hom he thus 
condescends to make the subject, unworthy 
though he be, of his redeeming grace. Re- 
moved, it may be, by the overruling provi- 
dence of his almighty Father into a foreign 
lamd, far from the comfort and all the de- 
liglitful associations of his paternal home, 
the very uords which come most impres- 
sively upon his memory, and are now dear- 
est in his reflections, are those in which he 
w^as once counselled to return to his God, 
and to take delight in the hallowed duties 
of religion, the visions of the many and 
varied incidents of domestic happiness are 
affectionately recalled to his remembrance | 
but among these none is fraught with such 
heartfelt delight as the memory of those 
hours when, at their morning and evening 
devotion, his parent assembled his whoW 
household aaoend him, read and expounded 
lo them the Word of God, and comnteitded 


them, in fervent prayw, daily to the never- 
failing goodness of his almighty protection ; 
and away from those blessed sacred employ- 
ments, he turxis himself to the study of that 
same sacred Volume, from which he knows 
that the other members of his family, 
though separated by the distance of half 
the globe, are making the foundation of all 
their joy here, atwi of all their hoped-for 
felicity hereafter; Separated from parents, 
relatives, friends, alone in the world, the 
Holy Spirit puts it into his heart to throw 
himself entirely and unreservedly upon 
God. And if this blessed change in his 
spiritual views and affections takes place, 
how can he appear before his Maker, save 
in the felt sense of dependence for happi- 
ness, of sorrow, and contrition for past sin, 
and of eager desire to enter on a holy and 
Christian life, which marked the supplica- 
tion of the prodigal, when he exclaimed, 
“ Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son.^* At that moment all the 
longing expectations of the parent are fully 
realized ; all his earnest prayers of years 
completely answered. We have the tes- 
timony of the Son of God, that “there is 
joy in the presence of the angek of God 
over that one sinner that repenteth.” His 
name is written; as it were, in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life, and to his everlasting salva- 
tion shall be found recorded there at the 
last day. 

We now proceed to consider that other, 
and, in some respects, more difficult case, 
which is Tery often to be met with in the 
world, where it pleases Altnighty God, in 
tlie mscrutabfe ways of his moral govern- 
ment, and in the unlimited effusions of his 
grace, to open the eyes of a son or of a 
daughter to a spiritual discernment and 
relish for heavenly things ; while the heart 
of the parents remains as yet insensible to 
the influence of the Gospel, and their 
minds unenlightened by its truth. This is 
the situation described by Jesus Christ in 
the words immediately following the text, 
and is given us ki the parallel pas- 
sage of St. Luke (xiv. 25) in still stronger 
language : ** And there went great multi- 
tudes with him: and be turned and said 
unto them. If any man come to me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, 
and children, and brethren, and sisters,, yea, 
and his own life also, he cannot be my dis- 
ciple. And whosoever doth not bear his 



THE SCOTTISH PULFIT. 


and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple and after (giving two parables, 
illustrating the necessity of “ sitting down 
first and counting the cost” of a faithful and 
conscientious embracing of Christianity, he 
concludes, So likewise whosover he be of 
you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he 
cannot be my disciple.” JLiteralhj inter- 
preted, this would be at variance with the 
5th commandment ; and viewed in connex- 
ion with another precept of Christ, would 
imply, that w’hile we were to love our 
enemies,” we were to hate our parents, 
which obviously cannot be the meaning. 
It is a most powerful way of exhibiting to 
us that predominant and supereminont love 
of the Lord God Almighty, which it is the 
will of Jesus Christ should reign in the 
heart, and give a tone to the conversation, 
and become visibly observable in the con- 
duct of every converted believer in him. 

Wherever an earthly parent’s commands 
do not militate against those of our hea- 
venly Father, the Gospel dictates, that 
they should be willingly and cheerfully 
obeyed. And the beauty of Christian pu- 
rity of faith, and careful rectitude and con- 
sistency of character, are no where more 
interestingly displayed than in the exact 
performance of every filial duty, with an 
affectionate and engaging obedience. Ex- 
ample in this respect has fp greater weight 
than the most judicious counsel or remon- 
strance ; and advice however good, or en- 
treaty however earnest, will assuredly fail 
of producing a h^py result, if perversity 
of temper, an unamiable disobliging disposi- 
tion, sullenness, moroseness, needless pecu- 
liarity in trifles, or any other unchristian 
feeling, stain the conduct, and neutralize 
all the blessed consequences which we 
might be desirous to behold. Let the 
groundwork be solid, viz., the love of 
Christ, and a single view to promote lus 
glory, and the love of the best, because 
eternal interests of those most dear to us, 
and an eager desire to secure their ever- 
lasting happiness and peace, be the sole 
motives of action, and God’s good Spirit 
will provide that we shall be borne tri- 
umphantly through every obstacle and diffi- 
culty which Satan will oppose to our success. 
The Bible is the high exalted stamiard, 
whence alone the believer is to take the 
tone of his religious feelings, the moM by 
which alone he is .to frame the outline of 
his daily conduct ; and where is the vo- 
lume which, both by example and positive 


ccfmmandrnent, enjoins more solemnly (he 
maxim that parental authority is not merely 
to be acknowledged, but reverenced with 
all the duteous homage of filial respect, 
united to all the holy ardour of a Christian’s 
love? Observe the conduct of Moses, 
Exod. xviii. 7, “ He went out to meet his 
fathcr-in-law, and did obeisance, and kissed 
him ; and they asked each other of their 
w'elfare : and they came into the tent.” 
Also that of Solomon ; “ Bathsheba there- 
fore went unto king Solomon, to speak unto 
him for Adonijah. And the king rose up 
to meet her, and bow'ed himself unto her, 
and sat dowm on his throne, and caused a 
scat to be set for the king’s mother, and she 
sat on his right hand.’^ Remember too, 
above all, the subjection, the humility, and 
the dying love towards his only surviving 
parent of our blessed Redeemer, The Al- 
mighty not only promises length of days in 
the code written on the sacred tables of 
stone, to those who honour their parents, 
bvit again said, (Levit. xix. 3,) “Ye shall 
fear every man his mother and his father, 
and keep my sabbaths : I am the Lord 
your God.” And in the Christian church, 
by the mouth of St. Paul, “ If any widow 
have children or nephews, let them first 
learn to show piety at home, and to requite 
their parents ; for that is good and accepta- 
ble before God.” 

Let these and similar passages be well 
W'eighed, and treasured up in the heai’t, and 
never forgotten ; when, in consequence of 
the Word of God and our conscience, dic- 
tating one line of conduct, and an uncon- 
verted parent another, any Christian is 
placed in that state of paunful trial and con- 
flict, where he is bound to remember and 
act upon these w ords of his Saviour, “ He 
that loveth father or mother more than^ne, 
is not worthy of me ; and that loveth 
sm or daughter more than me, is not wor- 
thy of me.” Let the mildness of these holy 
evangelical principles soften every refusal, 
tincture every remonstrance, and breathe 
forth in every counsel. Above all, let every 
persuasive endeavour, or every firm, but 
respectful denial to compromise the truth, 
as taught us in the simplkuty of Jesus, be 
accompanied with habitual, fervent prayer, 
for that grace of God which alone can give 
divine light to the understanding, convert 
the heart to him, and guide our feet into 
the w ay of peace.” And whether it be e 
fond parent who is thus instrumental in the 
hand of the Spirit for the conversion of a 
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ehUd^ or ftn enlightened, humble-minded 
Christian to the conversion of a beloved 
parentf a husband to that of a wife, or a 
brother to the effecting this saving chan^ 
in a sister^s heart, let us remember, that the 
blessed and most comforting promise of St. 


James (v. 19) remains the same : ** Bre- 
thren, if any of you do err from the truth, 
and one convert him ; let him know, that 
he which converterii the sinner from the 
error of his wav shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.** 


THE FOUNDATION OF RECONCILIATION IN THE GOSPEL. 


A SUES foundation is laid for the over- 
tures of reconciliation and invitations of 
mercy to mankind. 

Here eternal and sovereign love erects 
its throne, and proclaims, from this mercy- 
seat, the act of boundless grace. '' This is 
a faithfhl saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Cnrist Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners 1 Whom God hath set forth, 
a propitiation, through faith, by his blood ; 
to the demonstration of his justice at the 
present time ; so that He is just and yet 
’ustifying the man who is of the faith of 
Jesus. Now is the accepted time : now is 
the day of salvation. Look unto me, and 
be saved, all ye ends of the earth. Who- 
soever will, let him take the water of life* 
freely!” 

Under this gracious commission, the min- 
isters of the Gospel are authorized to preach 
repentance and remission of sins, in the 
name of Jesus, to every nation under hea- 
ven. The sacrifice of the Son of God is 
the chief article of our message, the sun of 
our system, the central orb to which all the 
lines of Christian truth converge. A con- 
vincing proof of this is, that the New Tes- 
tament designates the ministry of the Gospel 
by terms expressive only of this doctrine ; 
thus intimating that, while we are sedulously 
to declare the whole counsel of God, our 
choice and capital theme must be redemp^ 
tion by the blood of Christ . — Such terms 
are, “ the preaching of the cross, the preach- 
ing of Christ crucified, glorying in his cross, 
determining to make known nothing save 
Jesus Christ and him crucified.’* We also 
w ould tread in the steps of the inspired 
teachers ; preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ : he is Lord of all. We, then, are 
ambassadors for Christ ; as though God did 
beseech you by us, w e pra)^ you, in Christ’s 
stead, be reconciled unto God : for he hath 
made him w'ho*knewno sin to be sin for us, 
that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him,” 


A controversy has been moved, whether 
we are to regard the sacrifice of the Re- 
deemer as offered generally on the behalf of 
niankind, or exclusively for those who shall 
in the event be saved by him. This subject 
appears to me to involve great difficulties 
on both sides ; and, except treated with 
especial caution, it is peculiarly liable to 
become a vain and unprofitable question. 
If the inquiry be understood to be. Whether 
Christ died for any, so as to procure the 
pardon of their sins and freedom from con- 
demnation, but omitting an effectual provi- 
sion for the sincere and persevering sanc- 
tity of their hearts and lives : we answer 
without hesitation, that, in this sense, he 
died for none. If the question be, Whether 
any child of man, who is convinced of his 
sins, humbled, penitent, and contrite, may 
entertain a doubt of the efficacy of the 
atonement for himself, or the gracious readi- 
ness of the almighty Saviour to receive him 
to t^e enjoyment of all its benefits; — to 
this I boldly answ^er, that no such doubt 
can be entertained without a false and in- 
jurious reflection upon the veracity of the 
divine word. The doctrine of a sovereign, , 
gracious, and personal election, I believe, 
to be clearly affirmed in the Scriptures, and 
to be as clearly deducible by rational argu- 
ment from the divine perfections. But this 
doctrine is totally misapprehended,. if it be 
conceived to supersede the obligation to 
faith and obedience, or to limit the gene- 
rous freeness w ith which sinners are invited 
to partake of the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. It is deserving of particular at- 
tention, that the sacred w liters never scruple 
to use large and general expressions when 
treating on the subject of redeeming grace ; 
and that they employ the most unlimited 
phraseology in the calls, commands, and 
invitations, by which they carry into effect 
the commission of their Avise and benignant 
j Lord, who is '‘rich in mercy unto all that 
I call upon him.”-^JoHN Pye Smith. 


ElAVAfiD KaULL, FRIKTSA TO THE UNIVERSIT?. 



THE 


SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


SATURDAY, 14th FEBRUARY, 

Sermon by the Rev. Edward Craig, Edinburgh. 

Sermon by the Rev, Robert Brydon, Dunscorc. 

COME OVER INTO MACEDONIA, AND HELP US; 

A SERMON PREACHED ON OCCASION OF A COLLECTION IN AID OF EDUCATION 

IN GREECE, 

By the Rev. EDWARD CRAIG, A.M., 

Minister of St. James’s Episcopal Chapel, Broughton Place, Ectinburgli. 


And a vision appeared to Paul in the night ; There stood a man of Macedonia^ and 
prayed him, saying. Come over into Macedonia, and help us. And after he had 
seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gather- 
ing that the Lord had called us for to preach the Gospel unto them'' — Acts xvi. 
9, 10. 


The labours of St. Paul in the cause of 
his blessed Master were almost incredible. 
1/ook at the incidental notice of them in the 
Book of the Acts, &c., and take his own 
statement of them in 2 Cor. 11: “In jour- 
r.eyings often, in trials by almost every pos- 
sible means of danger ; in weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness ; besides,^ he says, “ those things 
s^rhich come upon me daily, the care of all 
the churches.” It was, however, in the 
height of such labours, when Paul was com- 
passing the various states of Asia Minor, 
and preaching the Word from city to city, 
when he had recently gone throughout 
Phrygia, and Galatia, and Mysia, that ano- 
ther door was opened to him for usefulness 
of wider extent, and labour of greater diffi- 
culty. He had reached the iitUc seaport of 
Troas, on the iEgean sea, and probably after 
one of those days of weariness of which he 
speaks, had laid him down to rest, “ when a 
vision appeared to him in the night, There 
stood a man of Macedonia,” a country on 
the opposite shore of Greece, “ and prayed 
him, saying. Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us.” Greece was a land full of 
idolatry, and a land uherc the gT 0 s.«ncss of 
that idolatry and its altcndant vices was 
VoL. IV.-No. lol. 


glossed over and varnished, and made more 
alluring and destructive, by the elegant arts 
of life, and the false polish of a refined civili- 
zation. It was a land where unquestiona- 
bly vice reigned as triumphantly as in any 
portion of the globe ; and yet such has been 
the fascination which that luxurious nation 
threw around it, that even now its abomina- 
ble idolatries and its unholy poems are the 
theme — the preferred theme of men who call 
themselves Christians, and the impure, but 
sanctioned source from which the mind of 
our Christian youth is defiled in the days of 
their education, and trained to practical in- 
fidelity, with the form of a true religion in 
their right hand. 

It was to this scene of new difficulties, in 
which new trials and sufferings awaited him, 
that Paul was now called. He gathered 
assuredly from the vision that the Lord had 
called him to preach the Gospel there, and 
ho shrunk not from the task. Around him, 
and within him, he had evidence of the 
divine pow er and agency of his risen Mas- 
ter. He lived as in his sight, and in com- 
munion with him. Wherever he had hither- 
to been, he had the w itness of God’s Hoiy 
Spirit to the w’ord of grace, converting the 
heathen, and establishing them ip the faith ; 
and though the bold shores of idolatrous 
2H 
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Greece frowned upon him across the sea, 
and threatened him with the keener opposi- 
tion of a learned and supercilious contempt, 
covering a life of vice more debased than 
that of the barbarians, he hesitated not ; but, 
in compliance with the intimation of God’s 
providence, he immediately took measures 
for his departure : “ And loosing from Troas, 
he came in a strait course to Samothracia, 
and the next dajr to Neapolis ; and from 
thence to Philippi, the chief city of that part 
of Macedonia.” So speedily docs a man of 
upright mind, and clear convictions of his 
luty, enter upon the path which God in his 
]>rovidencc has opened. And let us notice 
also by the way how ready the good and 
gracious Lord is to anticipate his faithful 
servants by such encouragement as is meet ; 
ibr scarcely had Paul crossed the iEgean, 
and entered on his labour, when one of the 
most affecting instances of conversion re- 
corded in Scripture occurred : “ The Lord 
opened the heart of Lydia, so that she at- 
tended to the things spoken by Paul,” and 
.she became faithful to the Lord as the first 
fruits of the Macedonians. 

Now there is a case here on which wc 
may meditate with profit, during our ap- 
pointed hour of instruction, and at the same 
time apply it to the special object for which 
our charity has been this day solicited. It 
teaches us three lessons : 

I. The nature of real help to a people. 

II. That God in his providence calls his 
servants to administer that help. 

III. That they who have the ability 
should be ready to give it. 

I. The nature of real help to a people. 
At this period of the world, thexe was no 
nation so advanced in education, civilization, 
and refinement, as Greece. Their country 
teemed with natural beauties, comforts, and 
blessings. Their polity had in it more of 
rational liberty than others ; their dwellings 
and their temples were patterns of architec- 
tural beauty and symmetry ; their philoso- 
phers stood on a height from which the at- 
tainments of others looked contemptible ; 
their poets sung w ith a charm that could not 
elsewhere be heard ; they were a natron 
alike renowned for the valour of the one sex, 
and the matchless elegance and beauty of 
the other ; in fact, their land was rich in all 
that classic erudition delights to dwell on, 
as the standard of an ideal perfection, so 
often sighed after, but never realized in 
aedve life. Ancient Greece still presents 
to the warm imagination of opening youth 


a dream of enjoyment, in which the fancy 
riots to the soul’s undoing. It still wakes 
and revivifies the old and fading impressions 
of the veteran pedant who makes the habi- 
tual deep ingrained thought of it . his retro- 
spective heaven ; and in the vain fiction of 
what it was supposed to be, the infidel poet, 
as the lamp of life expires in premature de- 
cay, feels the old fire kindle within him as 
he sings the Isles of Greece. 

But what is the estimate w’hich divine 
and unerring truth forms of this country ? 
Macedonia with all the remnant glory of 
an Alexander’s power and that of his suc- 
cessors, Corinth w^ith all its fascinating lux- 
ury, Athens with all the intellectual pride 
of its sages and their philosophy — all are in 
need. They need the gracious interference 
of divine mercy ; they need that mercy in a 
form the least adapted to uphold their then 
present self-sufficiency ; they need the aid 
of the wandering Jew whom they would 
despise. And when that God, who teaches 
in dreams and visions of the night, sees fit, 
in communion with his faithful delegate, to 
write the true character of their position 
upon the tablet of his conscience, he pre- 
sents that haughty, but debased country in 
the form of one of its inhabitants suppliant 
before the minister of the Gospel — before 
the defamed, the reviled, the persecuted 
Paul, w'ho was as the scum and the off’seour- 
ing of all things, and saying to him, Come 
over into Macedonia, and help us,” And 
how was this ? Why w^as it that learned, 
and civilized, and philosophic Greece must 
bow at the foot of a stranger, and ask for 
help? Why is it that the divine testi- 
mony is thus home to this necessity ? Be- 
cause in him was the merciful and saving 
wmrd of the living God, which none of the 
nations and none of the princes of this 
world knew, Because, in the fulfilment of 
his owm eternal purpose of grace, this de- 
spised itinerant was a chosen vessel to an 
incarnate God and Redeemer, to bear his 
name before the Gentiles, “to open their eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God.” 
Because to him God had revealed thethings 
which he had prepared for them that love 
hhn by his Spirit ; so that he might declare 
them not with the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth. 
Because God would make foolish the con- 
ceited and inflated wisdom of their word, and 
confound the wise, and the scribe, and the 
disputer ; and when “ the world by wisdom 
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knew not God, it pleased him by the fool- 
ishness of prcachinij: to save them that be- 
lieve.” Because whatever the contempts with 
which the vain pedants of JMars-hill treated 
the Apostle, he “ preached Christ crucihed, 
unto them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God.” Because whatever might 
bo the lofty bearing of this people, by whom 
all the rest of the world were accounted bar- 
barians, “ they were,” as St. Paul tells the 
Ephesians, “ without Christ, without hope, 
and without God in the world,” as -but the 
ignorant worshippers of an unknown God. 
Because for them, aliens as they were from 
all that was good, and just, and holy, there 
was in the breast of Paul a message of 
mighty power for the pulling down the 
strongest holds of Satan amongst them, for 
cleansing the deep-seated impurities of their 
idolatrous heart, and making it the pure and 
sanctified temple of the living God. 

Tliis was the help wliich the great Father 
of spirits had sent down as a good and per- 
fect gift to his evil creatures ; and this was 
the healing message which he was pleased 
should now be made known in that land 
where Satan’s seat was, and where his reign, 
with all their boasted light, was a reign of 
unmitigated darkness. And trace the pro- 
gress of saving light as it followed the Apos- 
tle’s steps. Trace the commencement of 
that work and labour of love, which ulti- 
mately evangelized the whole land, threw 
down the idols tem[)les, erected in their 
stead the pure and simjjle fanes of Christ- 
ian worship, and filled the land with faithful 
bishops and a devoted clergy, with martyrs 
and confessors to the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Bead their necessity in the blessing they 
received. 

Brethren, there is no other help for our 
lost and debased sjurits but this ; there is 
no other name. And it is possible to look 
away from this ; it is possible to burj’^ for 
a time, in vanity, excitement, and dissipa- 
tion, the consciousness of guilty and ireful 
alienation from God. It is possible to fly 
for a time to false resources ; and, in the 
tinsel of the world, and the lies of supersti- 
tion, or the impious pretences of ungodly 
society, to drown the deep-voiced testimony 
of conscience to the impending wrath ; but 
w'henever we look at truth as it is ; when- 
ever we go down into the chamber of con- 
scienoe, and ask its honest testimony ; w^hen- 
ever we look at death and judgment, we 
shall find that there is no help but in the 


Gospel of Christ ; there is no real friend, 
saviour, or comforter, but the blessed Jesus. 
There is a wound deep-seated and rankling, 
which nothing can heal but the Balm of 
Gilead— the true physician — the blood of the 
everlasting covenaht of promise and of peace. 
My brother, you need not be an idolatrous 
Greek to need this, or to feel your need. 
You are a wanderer ; you are a defiletl, 
guilty, ruined sinner. The curse of a holy 
God is on you for your countless transgres- 
sions ; and more can you know ; boar, till 
to that same system of grace which waited 
on the pair of Troas the summons into 
Macedonia, you also from the depth of a 
humble and contrite heart cry, “ Como aud 
help us.” 

But, brethren, in the lapse of centuries, a 
woful change has been wrought for Greece. 
Notwithstaiiding all her privileges iu tlio 
apostolic founders of her Christian cluirclies, 
she declined from the faith, she shrunk from 
the help which rescued her, she has abnost 
denied the Lord that bought her, and her 
last state is almost worse than her first. 
Ermr of every kind rapidly grow^ up in the 
midst of her, aud at length God brought 
upon her the most fearful of all conections 
to a [)rofe8sedly Christian people — a careless^ 
superstitious, and licentious clergy, utterly 
negligent of the real interests of the flock, 
and laid her prostrate under the ceaseless 
lash, the fierce aud barbarous lyranuy of 
an infidel con([ueror. For centuries the 
history of Greece has been one unvaried 
page of misery and misrule. The vitality 
of religion has all but departed. It is 
scarcely to be realized amidst their idle 
superstitious. The spirit of the people has 
been broken by perpetual, unvarying, iron- 
handed and iron-hearted oppression ; aud; 
ill the 19th century, the hope of Greece is 
little brighter than it was in the days of 
Paul. The national mind is degraded ; the 
moral habits of the people are low ; their 
view of Christianity is ignorant and super- 
stitious ; and among the few who begin to 
feel the humiliation of their state, there is 
only now a cry rising, as thc}' look implor-^ 
ingly to the shores of Britain, “ Come over 
and help us.” 

Brethren, do you know what it is to be 
in need? Have you ever felt that you 
have neglected your religious privileges and 
opportunities ? that you have become cold 
and heartless towards those truths whicli 
once you valued, the power of which you 
once felt and delighted in ? Are you like 
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unhappy Greece, fallen from a steadfast 
profeasion of Christian truth, and mourning 
over the mere semblance of a hope, and the 
dry withered remnant of a love that once 
burned bright in your soul ? Are you a 
stranger to peace, because you are com- 
paratively a stranger to prayer ? And do 
you know the feeling ? On ! that it were 
with me as in the days that are past, when 
the candle of the Lord burned bright in my 
tabernacle. Oh ! that some mighty renew- 
ing power would come and help me, renew 
my steadfastness, revive my dying graces, 
and wake again my languid heart to prayer 
and praise. Then you can feel for Greece. 
You can look with sympathy upon her low 
estate — without a faithful ministry, without 
an enlightened education, long the wretched 
l)ond-slaves of Mohammedan oppressors, 
mid now only beginning to breathe in the 
I'ostering atmosphere of British liberty, 
stretching out their hands to the Christians of 
European communities, and crying, “ Come 
over and help us.” For you, and for them, 
there is one remedy : it is to understand 
the loving-kindness of the Lord ,* it is to 
hoar, to comprehend, to believe the pardon- 
ing mercy of the great Jehovah to his sinful 
creatures ; it is to know that where sin 
abounded, grace hath much more abounded ; 
it is to perceive in the blood of the incar- 
nate surety streaming from the cross— the 
gratuitous atonement for human guilt, and 
to feel encouraged, by the sure announce- 
ment of the compassion of the open, and 
extended, and inviting arms of eternal love, 
to rise and shake yourself from the dust of 
your defilements, and to rejoice in your en- 
tire restoration tlirough mercy to the divine 
favour. This is the help for you. This is 
the help for Greece. This is God’s provi- 
sion of help for a dying world. Would that 
his own free Spirit would pour that convic- 
tion into every heart here, to be their own 
assured hope and consolation, and make them 
cagerljr desirous to send the blessed tidings 
to their suffering fellow-men. 

But, secondly, observe that God in his 
providence calls his servants to administer 
this help. Paul had already extended his 
labours beyond those of the other Apostles. 
His activity was in accordance with the 
manifest energy of his character ; yet, with 
all his personal labours and wiae-spread 
wanderings he must not rest, the vision 
assures him that he must go forth to preach 
the Gospel in Greece also. 

We little know, in tliesc days of listless 


rest, what were the labours of the olden 
time. And what is the consequence ? Wc 
see little of the fruits of those days. “ Even 
unto this present day,” says St. Paul, “ we 
both hunger and thirst, and are naked, and 
are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling- 

f ilace, and labour working with our own 
lands.” What should we think of wander- 
ing over the cities of a wide continent to 
preach the Gospel daily, with no other sup- 
port but the labours of our hands. Yet on 
such a one, with all his multiplied labours, 
the Lord calls to go yet farther afield, to 
leave the Asiatic habits to which he had been 
through life assimilated, and among whom 
even a Jew had some respect, and to go 
among a people to whom he was an abomi- 
nation, and his religion foolishness. Wo 
see then, in some degree, the measure of 
God’s call to duty ; and by this we must 
determine what our own duty is. 

You are not called upon to enter upon 
the ministry of the Word in foreign lands, 
to sacrifice the comforts of your native land, 
and go forth to some missionary station, 
where you w'ould be separated from the few 
friends that had become endeared to you in 
life, and never to see them more, but in- 
stead of this to find your earthly solace in 
the rising graces of Hottentots and negroes, 
and to have none of the endeared refine- 
ments of society but in the slow^ process of 
elevation and improvement which revealed 
truth w'orks on the savage mind. To you 
whose homes are fixed, and whose relative 
duties in life, in all these undertakings, arc 
now permanently marked out, such calls 
come not to labour in the distant wilds of 
earth, and among a strange people. You 
are not called to sell all that you have and 
give it to the poor, and to go and follow 
Christ, even in your own land, in simple 
dependence for your daily bread, and to be 
content with the promise that your bread 
and water is sure. You are not called, w ith 
your hands already burdened with duU of 
every varied kind to the Church of God, 
still to extend your exertions farther to fields 
of untried labour, of wasting labour which 
can only be expected to close with the ebb- 
ing pulse of exhausted life. The Messen* 
ger of Heaven does not break in with stir- 
ring vision upon your slumbers, and call 
you without delay or parley to hasten to 
the shore, to commit yourself to the ocean, 
and to depart a voluntary exile from your 
father-land. 

No. You are surrounded with comforts. 
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:iiui they are continued to you ; you have 
relatives and friends whom you fondly love, 
iind these ties of near and dear association 
are not severed. Providence pours into 
your lap the decent necessaries, if not the 
luxuries of life, and you are not asked to 
alienate them from you. Still there is a call 
on you. When God in his providence 
places before you the claim of any portion 
of your fellow-men for Christian instruction — 
instruction which may be imparted by means 
of a slight pecuniary sacrifice, imperceptible 
amidst the multifudo of your enjoyments, it 
is a call to yon, “ Come and help us.” 

Look at the restless but unwearied life 
nf the Apostle, “ constantly,” as he says, 
*• delivered unto death for the sake of his 
foiiow-men;” look at his willing and in- 
si ant labours for heathen Greece. And wlien 
we s(‘c her Christian churches fallen and 
prostrate in the dust ; when we see the 
parents looking eagerly to us for the means 
of education, and the prospect opening of a 
revival under the influence of our messen- 
gers of evangelical truth amongst them, shall 
not we regard it as a call (d’ God, and ad- 
dress ourselves thanklully to the light and 
easy duty placed before us of su|)porting 
these educational institutions? 

We gather from tlie letters of the Rev. 
Mr. Lowndes, witii whom the Ladies’ 
Coinuiittee here have been in communica- 
tion, that in the island of Corfu there arc 
three girls’ schools, which have been mainly 
supported by this institution. At the last 
examination of the school in the town of 
C’orfu, the attendance was 140, Tiic num- 
I)(T reading the New Testament was 30, 
The united school of PoLamo and Man- 
deccliio had an attendauce of 130 girls ; 
and at a third place, where a more recent 
examination has taken place, the attendance 
out of a list of 81 was 7J, the class reading 
in the Scriptures beirig 29. Here, then, is 
an object of real interest. Nearly 300 
Greek girls under Christian instruction, and 
from among these alreadj^ six have gone 
lorth to act as teachers of schools else- 
where ; and yet this cause is languishing 
for want of funds. Mr. Lowndes has found 
it necessary, after a silence on your part 
of many months, to draw upon the Com- 
luiUee for a sum of ^40, not knowing that 
it will be forthcoming ; and shall this cause 
be permitted to decline ? It is a limited 
object, we grant. It is confined to a small 
spot, one little island of the sea ; and it is 
ca^y, in the elevation of spirit arising from 


the contemplation of more extended and 
magnificent institutions, to lose sight of this, 
and feel but little interest in it ; yet where 
could we find a mission wdiich, if rightly 
carried on, would hold out the promise of 
greater fruits. If, from one island only in 
the Ionian sea, a multitude of well-trained 
native teachers could go forth to meet the 
rising demand for education, how great 
might the result be in a few years ! how 
steady and surely progressive tno improve- 
ment on a nation so miserably fallen ! 

One of the most rapid and certain means, 
under the divine blessing, of improving a 
people, is by elevating the female mind 
through the instrumentality of sound reli- 
gious and moral instruction ; when that 
mighty influence which woman wields di- 
rectly over homo and its associations, and 
indirectly over all the doings of man, is for 
good and not fi^r evil ; when husbands and 
brothers hear reiterated from the lip of ten- 
derness and kindness the patient and judi- 
cious remonstrance, or the salutary lesson of 
divine truth gently instilled amid the quiet 
sweets of home, then they go forth from 
home, as from a sacred sanctuary, better 
prepared to resist the temptations or to en- 
dure the ills of life. The daily habitual 
influence of such a mind is as the oil upon 
the waves. It calms the tumult of rising 
passion ; it administers in smiles the kind 
reward for manl^' and Christian consistency, 
and it breathes over the daily experience of 
home and its common-place routine a hal- 
lowed light that gilds and consecrates ever}^ 
thing on w Inch it rests. It is for this, then, 
that your help is entreated. Go and raise 
the women of Greece from the dust of that 
degradation to which the tyranny of the false 
prophet’s followers has reduced them. Give 
them that power in society to which tho}^ 
arc entitled ; let it be for good and not for 
evil. Teach them to love their God and Sa- 
viour. Give them all that softness which is 
the genuine offspring of contrition — the or* 
narnent of a meek and quiet spirit, which is 
in the sight of God of great price, and you 
have bestowed a boon on them and on their 
country, the value of which will never bo 
fully known, till they bloom as trees of the 
right-hand ])lanting of the Lord in the im- 
mortal paradise of our God. 

But a third lesson wo learn from tlic text, 
viz., that they who have the ability to give 
aid should do it readily. Paul rose from 
his shnnber, and immediately departed fo> 
Mucedoirui, lie was assuredly persuaded 
2 II 2 
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of the call of duty, and he delayed not a 
moment. This was invariably the spirit of 
the man. He says, in another place, ** when 
it pleased God to reveal his Son in me, 
immediately I conferred not with flesh and 
blood and again it is said, “ straitway he 
preached Christ ;** and this is the way to do 
the will of God, to obey the direct injunc- 
tions of our heavenly Father. It is by 
parleying with our evil and corrupt affec- 
tions, it IS by tampering with the false and 
sophistical opinions of the world that men 
get into error. This is the cause of so much 
inconsistency among seemingly good men. 
God has placed in the heart a monitor, 
which is faithful to the degree of light re- 
ceived, and bears testimony to the plain 
course of duty ; and if that witness be im- 
plicitly followed, it will generally lead us to 
a simple, sincere, and holy consistency of 
conduct with our minciples. It had been 
easy for Paul to call up reasons against en- 
tering on new fields of labour, easy to have 
suggested to himself his many and strong 
obligations to the churches alrcadv esta- 
blished ; but he acted implicitly on the inti- 
mation of the divine will. 

Let us learn from this, the impulse of 
liberal and generous feeling is good, as long 
as it flows Som the influence of scriptural 
truth. The gift to which genuine benevo- 
lence prompts us in the cause of God, is 
not to be withheld by the freezing calcula- 
tions which gradually creep in upon the 
mind. In this way evil regains its ground. 
Had the Apostle conferred with flesh and 
Idood, Greece w^ould have remained unevan- 
gclized ; and often is it the case, that the 
man of wealth, prompted for a moment to 
dedicate a part of it to the cause of God, 
delays, looks for a moment aside, allows 
the serious and warning moment to pass 
away, sinks again under the fetters of an 
idolatrous covetousness, and slumbers again 
into selfish apathy, on the cankering heap 
of his unblessed treasures. And, alas! 
how often is it with the Christian, that the 
lesson of providential warning which presses 
powerfully upoii bis own defects or besetting 
lesion winch in a moment wakes 
contritioli, and prompts to repentance and 
amendment, is turned aside by some intrusive 
and extraneous thought ; the moment of im- 
pression passes away, and the soul which 
might have been brought back to earnest 
and influential devotion, still lies lifeless and 
inactive on the earth f 

Brethren, our wisdom] lies, in all these 


matters, in ready, instant, unhesitating obedi- 
ence to the call of God. This world is all 
vanity and delusion. There is nothing in 
it to give a moment’s gratification w'orthy 
of the name, but in drawing near to God in 
Christ, the real and unfailing friend of 
sinners. You may try ever}*^ thing else 
successively. It will flatter you for an 
hour, only to wound you the more deeply, 
with a more miserable disappointment. The 
intoxicating cup of its pleasures will only leave 
you at last the palsied, trembling, heartless 
vrreck of its poisoned excitements. Listen, 
then, to that gracious Being who loves you 
with a Father’s love, notwithstanding all 
your prodigal and reckless wanderings ; 
listen to the personal call to turn heartily 
and savingly to him. The call of God is 
made to you from the cross of Christ, from 
the bright halo of hope for dying man, 
which brightened round the thom-embound 
temples of the dying Saviour. It is a call 
to fly from sin and from the world, to him 
who is able to save, and to the hope of an 
eternal and holy heaven ; it is the call of 
the Spirit of God in the chamber of con- 
science. Hear it, brethren, ere it be too 
late. Turn from the follies with which the 
world busily labours to seduce you ; and 
turn not to the mere name, and form, and 
outward profession of religion, but to that 
heart-work which breaks down and humbles 
the spirit before God, and to that cleaving 
to the Lord in godly sincerity, which can 
alone give peace. 

And, then, listen to the providential call 
to assist in the work of the Gospel. The 
salvation of human souls is the special work 
of the Triune Jehovah. Wherever immortal 
beings are lying in debasing ignorance and 
sin, it is the will of our God and Saviour, 
that they should hear from their fellow-men 
the glad tidings of a free salvation through 
our Redemeer’s blood. It was for this that 
the Son of God came down from heaven 
and endured the cross, despising the shame ; 
for this he gave his back to the smiter, and 
his cheek to him that plucked off the hair, 
and hid not his face from shame and spit- 
ting ; it was to break for man the fetters 
of sin and Satan, and to set the wretched 
slave of corrupt passion free to serve him 
in newness of life ; and to aid them in this 
work he condescends graciously to call on 
us by providential intimations, “ Come over 
and nelp us.** It is easy to disregard that 
call ; it is easy to find false and fleeting 
pleasures on which, under vain pretences, 
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your time ami vour means may be lavished ; 
it is easy to foster and flatter a growing 
selfishness in your expenditure and habits 
of life. 

But, brethren, there is a day coming, 
when we shall stand before the Son of man ; 
and the secrets of all hearts, and the respon- 
sibilities of every soul will be examined. 
Then it shall appear how we have answered 
the call, how we have regarded the injunctions 
of our God, how we have used the various 


talents committed to our care. Tliink of tliis ; 
look past a perishing world and its dclu* 
sions, to the ^d of death, to the throne of 
judgment, to the unchanging eternity ; count 
these the great absorbing realities, and let 
them regulate your course. It is to you as 
believers in the salvation of the cross ; it is 
to you, as believing that your fellow-men are 
perishing for lack of knowledge, that the 
invitation is pressed on you to help, in the 
name of the Lord. Amen. 


THE MORAL TENDENCY OF THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE; 

A SERMON PREACHED AT THE INTRODUCTION OF A MINISTER TO HIS PARISH, 

By the Rev. ROBERT BRYDON, 

Of Dunficor^ in the Presbytery of DumfriiJp. 


TAis is a faithful saying^ and these things 1 ivill that thou affirm, constantly^ that they 
which have believed in God might he careful to maintain good works* These things 
are good and profitable unto men*^^ — Titus iii. 8. 


In order to perceive the proper meaning 
and force of these words, it is necessary to 
])ay particular attention to the connexion in 
w'hicli they stand. The whole of this epistle 
is what may be termed an inspired charge, 
or letter of directions to ministers of the 
(xospel, being addressed to Titus in that 
character. And both the doctrines to be 
taught, and the manner in which they ought 
to be exhibited, as well as the important 
ends they are designed to produce, are 
j learly pointed out. It is highly necessary, 
tiicrefore, that all who are invested with the 
sacred and responsible office of the Gospel 
ministry, should deeply study this inspired 
epistle, in order to learn well, both the 
nature of the duties required of them, and 
the personal character which they ought to 
maintain. But it is no less necessary that 
the inspired instructions given to us who 
minister, should also be investigated and 
•onsidered by ou^ hearers, in order that 
they may know the very truth revealed for 
their salvation ; and be fortified against all 
errors or mistakes of man, in a matter of 
such awful and eternal moment. May the 
Spirit of all truth, then, vouchsafe his en- 
lightening influence, while we consider the 
import of the passage before us. 

The text naturally divides itself into two 
branches. In the jjrxf place, it contains a 
reference to the doctrines which ministers 


ought to preach ; and, secondly, it allmh’<; 
to the moral effect which the preaching of 
these doctrines is fitted to produce. 

Our attention, then, must be first directed 
to the doctrines to be preached — which, it 
will be found on examination, are the doc- 
trines of grace. It must be sufficiently 
obvious to every attentive and unprejudiced 
reader of the text, that the inspired Apostle 
— when he says, “ This is a faithful saying, 
and these things I will that thou affirm co!i- 
stantly” — ^must be alluding to statements 
which he had previously made. And it is 
important to observe this, lest we should 
mistake and pervert the meaning of the pas- 
sage, by supposing that Paul is here exhort- 
ing Titus, and through Titus, every other 
minister of the Gospel of Christ, to be con- 
stantly preaching upon good works. This 
is not the purport of the Apostle's exhorta- 
tion, although a cursory view of the passage 
might suggest it to be so. But, in order to 
find out the things to which he refers as 
being necessary to be constantly a&med, 
it is evident that we must turn back to the 
preceding context. And althoiwh the great 
end for which they are to be affirmed, Is to 
render believers zealous of good worlu, yet 
good works themselves are not the subjects 
Eluded to. But on carefully examining the 
passages, we find that the exhortation of 
the text stands connected with the follow - 
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ing and eranhatic statement of 

Gospel doctrine, bv which it is preceded, 
and on which it is founded : “For we our- 
selves also”— alluding to the natural state ! 
even of those who now^ believed, as being ' 
that in which the Gospel finds men, but out j 
of which it is the blessed means of deliver- 
ing them — “ For we ourselves also were 
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
serving divers lusts and ydeasures, living in 
laulice and envy, hateful, and hating one 
another. But after that the kindness and 
love of God our Saviour toward man aj)- 
peared, not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 1 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; which 
_ shed on us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour; in order that, being jus- 
tilied by his grace, we might be made heirs 
:u;cording to the hope ef eternal life.” And 
it is immediately after this clear and com]>re- 
iienslve statement of Gospel truth, that the 
Apostle, as if first taking iti the whole at 
one glance, exclaims, “ 'I'his is a faithful 
saying” — a doctrine true in itself, and worthy 
of universal credit ; and then, as if viewing 
separately the various important particulars 
eomprised in it, he adds, “and these things 
(every one of them in their several bearings 
and connexions) 1 will that thou affirm con- 
stantly.” And why ? “ I'o the end that^ 
says he, (for such is the true scope of the 
original expression,) “ to the end that they 
who have believed in God miglit be careful 
maintain good w orks.” 

We thus clearly perceive, tlieii, when we 
view the text in its true and legitimate con- 
nexion, that tlie things to be affirmed, and 
to 1)0 continually dwelt upon in tlic preach- 
ing of the Gospel, first of all, the deep 
moral corruption of hiiinan nature tlirougli 
the fall — that degraded, guilty, deluded, 
sensual, malicious, and hateful condition to 
w iiicli the world has been reduced by sin, 
and in w'hich all men before conversion are 
involved ; secondly, the marvellous love of 
(xod our Saviour in taking compassion upon 
tis in this dark and evil state ; and by his 
own wonderful incarnation, awful sutferings, 
and ignominous death, undertaking our 
cause, expiating our guilt, 'and engaging to 
redeem us out of all our misery ; thirdly, 
the glorious theme of the divine mercy, as 
ource and spring out of which all the ' 
blessings of salvation flow, and that in oppo- 
sltiou to man’s own righteousness, which 
cuuld never have saved him either from 


sin’s punishment or from sin’s power, because 
in reality he was himself destitute of all right- 
eousness, and to render him righteous, or 
spiritually and truly holy, w'as just the vor\ 
salvation that he needed ; fourthly, tlx 
great doctrine of regeneration by the cleans- 
ing and renovating influences of the Holy 
Ghost, by which the dark and dead soul of 
the fallen sinner is quickened to a new and 
spiritual life, even to a life of faith and holi- 
ness ; by which all the evil dispositions and 
vile aflections of the carnal mind are gradu- 
ally but eftbctnally subdued, and the genuine 
love of God, with every right princijde and 
s])iritual desire implanted, cherished, and 
carried to maturity within us ; and by w'hich, 
through the fostering influence of the ap- 
pointed means of grace, the soul is grmbially 
assimilated to the moral likeness of God, 
and trained to a rneotness for the inheritance 
of heaven ; and, fifthly, that w onderful 
method of a sinner’s justification by graet*, 
through faith in the divine lledcemer’s 
righteousness, which is the door of his in- 
troduction into all the blessings of the ncu 
covenant, and by which he becomes recon- 
ciled to God, receives the earnest gift of 
the Spirit, the seal of adoption, obtains a 
title to eternal life as an heir of God and 
joint-heir with Christ, and has the assured, 
blessed, and joyiul lio))e of future glory 
begotten in his heart. 

Such, we say, are the to])ics on wdiich the 
ministers of Christ are exhorted in the text 
continually to insist. And although we 
cannot attempt any illustration at present of 
this lucid and em[)liatic summary of revealed 
truth, it is important just to notice the 
method of salvation by grace, which is so 
concisely, yet so comprehensively declared ; 

1 “ Not,” says the Apostle, “by w'orks of 
j righteousness which we have done, but 
I according to bis mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost ; which ho shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viour.” Surely nothing could be more 
explicit than this statement, in w'hich the 
divine mercy is opposed to human righteous- 
ness, and salvation ascribed to the former 
to the exclusion of the latter. Not by 
works, it is said, but by mercy are we saved. 
And this carries us directly to the source 
and spring of the blessing. It takes its rise 
ill the divine mercy alone — in the free and 
sovereign grace of Jehovah. Man had no 
hand in the providing of his own salvation, 

! and none of the glory of it cun at all belong 



THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


369 


to him. We, indeed, are the subjects ofj 
salvation ; it was provided for our benefit, 
and to our souls it is to be applied. But 
God alone is the author of it. In the very 
nature of things, it was impossible that the 
pardon of sin, and restoration to a holy 
nature, and a title to eternal life, could ever 
have been merited or procured by our works 
of righteousness. For, in order to have 
yielded any acceptable obedience to God, 
w^e must previously have been in that very 
condition which salvation implies. Before 
we could have done righteous works, we 
must have heen righteous or holy in our 
nature. But had this been the case, we 
should not have needed to be saved — for 
salvation has respect to man considered as 
a sinner ; and to be saved, is to be made 
righteous as well as to be accounted righte- 
ous. If we are by nature morally depraved, 
then the ability to work righteousness, must 
be the result of being saved ; and cannot, 
therefore, be the procuring cause of salva- 
tion. But if we arc not morally <lepraved 
by nature, then have we no need of being 
saved at all. So that unless we could change 
our own nature, or new-create our souls, 
salvation must necessarily come to us in 
some other way than by our own works of 
righteousness. And, accordingly, the in- 
spired Apostle tells you, that it comes ** by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost ; w Inch is shed upon us 
abundantly through .Tesus Christ, according 
to the mercy of God.” As a sinner man 
labours under a twofold evil — a sentence of 
condemnation pronounced against him, and 
a spiritual disease operating within him. 
And to deliver him only from the one of 
these evils, and leave him exposed to the 
other, would be like rescuing him from 
death by the sword, and leaving him to 
perish by the pestilence. But the salvation 
of the Gospel is complete, providing both 
pardon through the blood of Christ, and 
sanctification by his Spirit. To imagine 
that salvation is confined to the pardon of 
sin, is to imagine that a sinner may be saved 
without being restored to holiness of nature ; 
without having his spiritual diseases healed ; 
without having the reigning pow'er of ini- 
Ljuity subdued in his soul ; without having 
his heart made right w ith God ; or without 
being made spiritually alive. But the Word 
of God assures us, that we can be saved no 
otherwise than by the washing of regenera- 
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
and that it is through the merits of our Sa- 


viour Jesus Christ, that the influences of the 
Holy Ghost are abundantly shed upon us. 
It is the doctrine of salvation by grace, then, 
through the imputed righteousness of the 
Saviour, and the sanctification of the Spirit 
— in all the branches of it, and viewed in 
connexion with that moral depravation of our 
nature on w hich it proceeds, and of which 
it provides the cure — it is this faithful say- 
ing, and these things relating to it, which 
are to form the grand topics of the Gospel 
ministry, and to be constantly exhibited in 
all their aspects, in all their wonderful 
adaptation to the sinful condition of man, in 
all their divine worth, and in all their im- 
speakablc and everlasting importance. And 
it is by the clear, and faithful, and reiterated 
exposition and enforcement of those distin- 
guishing and fundamental principles of re- 
vealed religion, that men arc to be converted 
from sin unto God; that the careless arc to 
be roused, and the ungodly appalled, and 
the sleeping conscience of the sivmcr 
awakenea to spiritual concern, and the im- 
penitent melted to godly sorrow and repoTit- 
ance ; as w ell as they who have already be- 
lieved in God built up in their holy faith, and 
fitted and furnished for every good work. 
And this brings us, 

II. To consider the moral efleot whicli 
these doctrines arc calculated to produce. 

The text is not an exhortation to ])rcach 
good works in the abstract, without relaiiou 
to the principles from which they must pro- 
ceed. It is, on the contrary, an exhortation 
to preach those doctrines of grace, and 
principles of implanted holiness, from a right 
apprehension, and true experience of w hich 
alone men become capable of performing 
good works, and careful to maintain thenf. 
By nature the liearts of all men arc totally 
depraved ; they arc alienated from the lile 
of God, through the ignorance that is in 
them, by reason of the blindness of their 
minds. As the Apostle speaks in the con- 
text, “They are foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
serving divers lusts and pleasures, hateful, 
and hating one another.” And these vile 
affections of the carnal mind must all be 
eradicated, and others of an opposite nature 
implanted and cherished in their room, 
before the fruits of righteousness and true 
holiness can be produced and exhibited in 
the life. But these great objects will never 
be effected, by merely enjoining men to be 
temperate, and honest, and devout Such 
injunctions given to beings of a corrupt 
nature, who love, and delight to cherish 
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v.hcir sinful propensities, will jirove of no 
avuU, They will neither change their hearts, 
nor ilis^wse them to change their habits. 
Afid the only true way to bring about such 
irn]>OTtant and blessed changes, is to bring 
forth into full and vivid exhibition, that 
kindness and love of God our Saviour which 
has been manifested towards man, in all its 
I i elm ess, aud tenderness, and freeness ; and 
to explain how God saves us from all the 
dreadful and eternal consequences of sin, 
not by works of righteousness which wc 
liave done, (for, alas ! what works of righte- 
ousness could be done by creatures so de- 
praved?) but according to his own infinite, 
iioly, and sovereign mercy, in a way totally 
d.iiVcront from works, even by the washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, which he sheds on us abundantly in 
all his blessed influences through Jesus 
■Christ our only and all-sufficient Sa- 
viour — ^to the end, that being justified by 
his grace, that being reconciled to Himself 
through the death of his own Son, and eman- 
cipated from all the evils of guilt and con- 
demnation, we might ho made heirs of his 
glory, according to the hope of the Gospel. 
It is by explaining, enforcing, and applying 
such truths as these, that, under the promised 
und effectual blessing of the divine Spirit, 
men shall be converted to the love, and in- 
cited to the practice of all good works. 
And, to the very same purpose, the Apostle 
also declares in the preceding chapter, that 
‘ the grace of God which bringeth salva- 
tion, teaches ns, that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, wc should live soberly, 
r’lghtenusly, and godly, in ibis present 
world.” He does not merely command us 
•to depart from sin and to follow righteous- 
ness, but he says, that if the grace of God 
bring salvation to our souls, it will teach us 
to do so ; and, therefore, he inges the ex- 
hibition of that grace for the purpose of 
securing so- desirable an effect. For well 
did he know, that merely to desire sinners 
to be sober, and righteous, and godly, would 
bo of small avail ; but well did he know also, 
that if the grace of God reached their hearts 
in its saving efficacy and power, temper- 
ance, and righteousness, and godliness, 
would all grow up and flourbh in their 
lives. 

But let not these observations be misun- 
derstood. We do not affirm that the Apos- ! 
tie meant to dissuade Titus from preaching ! 
good works ; for his object was just the re- j 
verse. But there may be various ways of: 


accomplishing the same end ; and what we 
have alleged is, that Titus is instructed by 
the inspired Apostle in the text to preach 
good works, not in a direct, but in such an 
indirect manner as would prove much more 
effectual. To insist upon them merely in 
the abstract would never, in the present de- 
praved state of human nature, answer the 
desired end. New principles need to bo 
implanted in the heart before new fruits can 
appear in the life ; for no reformation will 
be genuine or permanent which is destitute 
of M firm root within ; and, therefore, to 
bring the heart under the influence of those 
holy princijdes from which good works will 
sjiriiig, is the only true and hopeful way to 
produce them. And this is the very course 
recommended in the text ; for, under the 
divine blessing, the faithful preaching of 
man’s moral depravity, and of the Saviour’s 
wonderful love, and of the Holy Spirit's 
regenerating and renovating power, and of 
the great doctrine of justification by grace, 
through faith, a hatred of sin, and a zeal for 
holiness, will be naturally excited. It is 
impossible that tliesc truths can be rightly 
discerned and cordially received, that men 
can believe in (b>d who revealed and testi- 
fi(‘d them, without a direct and powerful 
influence being exerted on their conduct. 
Let the Gospel only reach a man’s con- 
science in power, and let him be made to 
pass over in all his feelings and perceptions 
from the side of the careless and ungodly to 
the state and experience of the converted, 
and the whole history of his subsequent lilc 
will be a purer and nobler illustration of 
good works, notonly than the world actually 
exhibits, but than the corrupt world will 
tolerate ; for it will be, as the lives of all 
godly men are, one continued sentence of 
reproof and eondtannation on the children 
of disobedience. 

So fiir, then, was the Apostle Paul from 
conceiving that the doctrines of grace led 
to licent iousness of practice, or had any ten- 
tcncy to make men indifferent about the in- 
terests of morality, that ho inculcated the 
preaching of them as the best and only hope- 
ful way of promoting the opposite effect. 
And hence we may infer, that if gospel 

f ireaching does not uniformly lead to holy 
iving, it is just because the doctrine preach 
ed has not been believed and embraced. It 
is not the prmchiiig alone, but especially 
the receiving of the Gospel, which produces 
the fruits of genuine righteoimiess ; and we 
cannot justly blame the Gospel for not re- 
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moving an evil which only remains because 
the Gospel is rejected. The Gospel may 
be preached with all fidelity and clearness, 
but if not received with cordial faith and self- 
application, no good effects can be expected 
to result. But, then, the fault here obvious- 
ly lies with the hearing^ and not with the 
preaching. The doctrine in itself is cal- 
culated to produce the most excellent and 
salutary ends. But how can it produce the 
(mds where it does not take effect ? Unless 
the seed sown take root, the good grain 
cannot spring up. Did the Gospel fail to 
render those holy who really and rightly 
believed it, then indeed might its beneficial 
tendency be called in question ; but surely 
no blame can attach to tlic Gospel, because 
if fails to produce a salutary effect on those 
who believe it not. If, to those who rm- 
prove it, it becomes the savour of life unto 
life, it is not unreasonable to suppose, that 
it should prove the savour of death unto 
death to those who abuse or reject it. 
Men, indeed, may profess to believe the 
tjospel, but a mere verbal or formal pro- 
I'cssion will be of no avail ; for it is a thing 
demonstrable, that a genuine belief of the 
doctrines of grace directly tends both to the 
jmrification of tlie heart and the reformation 
of the life. And if these effects do not re- 
sult, it is a thing equally demonstrable, that 
whatever pretensions there may be to it, true 
faith is aw^anting. But they are not, you 
\s ill observe, unbelievers whom the Apostle 
supposes the preaching of the Gospel is fit- 
ted to render zealous of good w orks ; l)ut 
they are they who have believed in God, 
For men must first be brought to the belief 
of the doctrine, and then, as a natural con- 
sequence, their faith will produce holiness. 

It is the clear doctrine of the text, then, 
that the Gospel of the grace of 6k)d has a 
moral tendency, and that one of the great 
ends of its publication is to lead men to the 
love and to the practice of righteousness. 
But this doctrine, W'e fear, is too much over- 
ooked by many professing Christians. Be- 
cause by our own works we cannot be justi- 
fied in the sight of God, many seem to think 
that holiness of life is not requisite at all ; 
just as if salvation consisted onlym the par- 
Qon of sin, and not also m the renewing of 
the soul into the moral image of the divine 
nature. But this is to fall into a fearful 
and fatal error, to pervert the grace of God, 
to mutilate tjbe system of revealed truth, and 
to reject many plain passages of Scripture. 
Yet it is an enor which prevails practically, 


we fear, to a very alarming extent ; for, 
when w’e consider the sad laxity of]mnciple 
and even immorality of conduct which arc 
visible, and, alas ! sometimes glaring among 
those who profess to have believed in God; 
when we consider how little either tender- 
ness of conscience or strictness of integrity 
are manifested in their ordinary transactions 
I with one another, by multitudes w’ho boar 
the Christian name ; when w'e consider the 
I lurking dishonesty, injustice, and deceit—- 
the avarice, intemperance, impurity, ami 
profanencss — the envy, malice, hatred, and 
evil speaking, which are so prevalent in 
society, it is too evident that the obligation, 
to maintain good w orks is but little felt ; 
and that however orthodox men may be in 
their notions, a vast deal of practical anti- 
noinianism abounds in their lives. Ihit wt) 
w^ould liope better things, brethren, of many 
of yon, although we tlnis speak ; w e would 
charitably hope that you have not so learned 
Christ ; for our religion is altogether spuri- 
ous, if we suppose that it relaxes, in the 
least degree, our obligations to observe 
moral law'. It is only by its holy fruits that 
the truth of our Christianity can be esta- 
blished. They who have believed in God, 
must be careful not only to perform, but 
habitually to maintain good works. They 
must not rest satisfied with doing them oc- 
casionally, w hich is all the aim of the unre- 
generate formalist, nor with doing them 
from selfish or vain-glorious motives. Nor 
must they be content w ith a mere outw aid 
conformity of the life to the letter of the 
law ; but it must be their object to yield a 
constant, spiritual, and univers'dl obedience 
to the lioly commandments of God, in 
thought, word, and deed. They must not 
be partial in their righteousness, making 
conscience only of some duties, and neglect- 
ing others ; for this shows a want of sin- 
cerity, or a wish to accommodate the law 
of Heaven to our own taste or practice. But 
they must strive against all sin, and aim at 
universal holiness ; and neither must they 
relax or grow weary in well-doing ; but they 
must ever cherish a holy concern and au 
earnest desire to do the will of their Father 
in heaven, to adorn the doctrine of God 
their Saviour, to follow the motions of the 
Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts, ami 
embrace every opportunity of doing good 
to their fellow-men. It is true, that in pur- 
suing this course of spiritual obedience, be- 
lievers w’ill every day feel their own weak- 
ness and short-coming, and will never 
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able in this life to realize the perfection at 
which thcv aim ; but still they will aim at 
being perfect. Forgetting the things that 
are behind, they will reach unto those that 
are before ; and their sense of their own 
weakness will at once keep them humble, 
and excite them to renewed exertion and 
persevering prayer. 

You see then, brethren, and let me entreat 
you to bear in mind, that the end of all 
preaching is hohf practice : “ All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is pro- 
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for con*ec- 
tion, and for instruction in righteousness, in 
order that the man of God may be perfect^ 
tlioroughly furnished unto all good works.” 
I beseech yon, then, to keep this grand 
design of the Gospel in view, in order that 
you may be profited by a gospel ministry, 
which it is your high privilege to enjoy. We 
preach, and you hear, to the end that both 
rtf us may be built up in holiness, and fitted 
for eternal life. And if we do not preach 
morality in a dry and didactic form, it is not 
because we do not aiin at making men moral, 
but because we aim at this end in a more 
excellent way ; for we aim at producing a 
far purer and higher-toned morality tto 
that of the world — a morality w'hich ema- 
nates from the heart, and embraces the uni- 
verse. Wc aim at more than morality, as 
the word is generally applied ; we aim at 
godliness. We aim at more than making 
men virtuous on earth ; we aim at making 
them holy and meet for heaven. And it is 
just because our aim is so great and so ele- 
vuted, that we preach those doctrines of 


grace, on w Inch all true morali^, as well as 
true piety, must be reared. To rear this 
glorious superstructure is our object, and we 
wish to apply the most efficient means for 
promoting it. Only tell us, therefore, how 
to effect this grand result — this final aim ot 
ail our labours and our prayers ; only tell 
us how to extirpate evil passions from the 
heart, and how to banish vicious habits from 
society ; only tell us how to work a tho- 
rough and a beauteous reformation among 
all ranks and descriptions of our hearers; 
how to render them universally honest, and 
temperate, and devout, and benevolent ; 
how to lead them effectually, and for ever, 
to lay aside all bitterness, and wrath, and 
clamour, and evil speaking with all malice ; 
only tell us how to inspire them with the 
love, and incite them to the practice of 
w'hatsoever things are true, and iionest, and 
just, and pure, and lovely, and of good re- 
port, and we shall not be slow to adopt the 
necessary means ; for to purify men’s hearts 
and reform their lives, to turn them from sin 
to righteousness, from idolatry to God, is 
the noble and exalted aim of the ministerial 
office. But we know already, that no means 
are so admirably adapted to this end as the 
Gospel of the grace of God. And who does 
not see, that w ere this Gospel sincerely and 
universally received, and did its principles 
take root in every heart, a mighty and glo- 
rious transformation w'ould be wrought upon 
the world! But who does not sec also, 
that no principles whatever, without taking 
root in the heart, can ever effect any salu- 
1 tary change upon the conduct ? 
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“ My people are destroyed for lack of knowledye .'" — Hose a iv. 6. 


My design, from these words, which 
refer to the knowledge of God, is to endea- 
vour, in humble dependence on divine 
grace, to show, in the first place, the neces- 
sary connexion which subsists between re- 
ligion and education ; and,' in the second 
[)iuce, to describe the advantages of such a 
union, and the evil consequences of their 
Bcparatlon. 

I. It may be the means of leading to a 
simple and satisfactory view of the neees. 
SLury connexion between religion and edu- 
cation, if we commence by explaining the 
import of this latter expression. Now, 
the very word, education, suggests the idea 
i of preparing the young for the great duties 
incumbent on them in the various relations 
j of life ; and, with a view to this object, in- 
I eludes the communication of knowledge, the 
I inculcating of right principles, and the for- 
I mation of corresponding habits in those who 
j are thus to be the subjects of it. But here 
the question occurs, What are we to under- 
stana by the great duties meutnbent upon 
us in tne different relations of life ? This 
is not an imaginary difficulty, if we consider 
the views wbidi no inconsiderable number 
to entertain. They seem to think ' 
V,— No. 192. 


that, in the possession of certain faculties, 
placed in certain situations of various kinds, 
and of greater and less degrees of impor- 
tance and responsibility, they are called 
upon, if they would arrive at stations of 
authority, wealth, or comfort, to perform 
the duties attached to them, which is all 
quite correct, if the belief were not indulged 
at the same time that this having been done, 
they have answered the purposes of their 
existence, and may leave this world in the 
hope, should there be a future one, (of which 
they seem doubtful,) of their being made 
partakers of its enjoyments, on account 
of the excellent manner in which they 
have discharged their present obligations. 
Objections, indeed, may be made to the"" 
accuracy of this description ; but every- 
one w ho has examined with only superficial 
attention the development of men’s views 
and principles in their actual conduct, will 
acknowledge, that, with such variations, as 
a diversity of circumstances renders neces- 
sary, it 18 applicable to not a few even 
amongst those who profess to bo very 
differently influenced. And although they 
may disclaim such thoughts, be indignant 
at such an appellation, vet the men who 
2 I 
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think and act in thig way can be regarded 
only as so many practical atheists, as they 
completely exclude God from any right to 
: the homage of his rational creatures, and 
' reduce man to the degradation and wretch- 
edness of a being who, whatever other 
heights he may attain, is incapable of rising 
to the knowledge, the love, the service, and 
the everlasting enjoyment of his Maker. In 
opposition to such views, we say, that even 
reason and conscience, above all the Word 
of God, declare, that man is endowed with 
a nature that renders him capable of com- 
munion with the great, eternal, glorious 
God ; nay, that the advancement of the 
praise of this God is the very end of his 
existence ; whilst, at the same time, his 
moral being is so constituted, that, in the 
prosecution of this end, present and everlast- 
ing happiness w'ill bo attained. Indeed, on 
this ground it is, that the most clearly marked 
and decided distinction between him and 
the brutes that perish is to he traced. 

We are aware, however, that this distinc- 
tion, and the duty of man as flowing from it, 
may be acknowledged, and yet the princi- 
ples and conduct which we believe ought 
to characterize lliose who maintain it, be 
repudiated. Early education and the power 
of conscience have combined in leading men, 
in this country at least, to have some sort 
of idea of the glory of God, as at once the 
motive to action and the reward of it, 
whilst operated upon by the nature and un- 
subdued enmity of their hearts, and advanc- 
ing no farther in the path thus pointed out 
than is agreeable to themselves, they pre- 
sent the spectacle of men who, with the 
confession of the truth on their lips, can live 
in the entire absence of regard to it, nay, 
with the presence and prevalence of a very 
<li6Perent principle. The forms in which 
this mode of acting is exhibited are very 
various, so also are the reasonings by which 
it is supported — reasonings not founded on 
the Word of God, but on the igntu^nt, sel- 
fish, polluted suggestions of the heart of 
man. In short, if the former was practical 
atheism, this is practical infidelity ; and as 
we have escaped from the one, so let us 
here ask how, whilst tke truth of man being 
destined for the glory of God is confessed, 
is this state to be attained? or what rule 
hath God given to direct us how we may 
glorify and enjoy him? We thrust from 
us every answer to this question, which 
such reasonings as those already adverted 
to may furnish. Wc say, that on such sub- 


jects man is, and has ever proved himself to 
be, a darkened and deceived creature, con- 
tinually combating his own impotent con- 
clusions, and seeing no end in wandering 
mazes lost. Is there a revelation, we say, 
by which we can be guided? Has light 
from the source of all knowledge and truth 
dawned upon us in the midst of this de- 
plorable ignorance? If so, what is the 
import of this authenticated message from 
that God in whom we live, by whom wc 
die, and before whom we will be summoned 
to appear in judgment ? Here too we are 
met by persons who not only acknowledge 
the principle first contended for, but also 
that the Word of God, as contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, 
is the only, (as tve say,) it is a satisfactory 
and sufficient rule given to direct us how we 
may glorify and enjoy God. But it is so diffi- 
cult, the^ continue, to arrive at any very de- 
cided interpretation, to lay down without he- 
sitation, as upon its authority, what is therein 
propounded as the will of God, and the duty 
and destiny of man. Now, as to these views, 
we remark that they are both erroneous 
in themselves, and utterly inconsistent with 
the acknowledgment that accompanies them. 
What I shall it be said that a revelation is 
given by the infinitely wise and gracious 
God to man so enigmatical as that, w'hat- 
ever may be our guesses, we are utterly 
unable to resolve it, and may therefore, for 
practical purposes, abandon it altogether. 
This most certainly is the ground which 
they must be held to occupy who express 
suen sentiments as have been described ; 
whilst believing from the heart the truth 
which they only profess, we declare, in 
simple consistency therewith, that, after an 
honest and prayerful examination of the 
Word of God, the state of man, and his 
duty as arising out of it, will be clearly 
ascertained. And, blessed be God, that 
whatever be our differences on other sub- 
jects, there is among those who hold the 
sufficiency of the Scriptures as a ndeof life, 
a general and most remarkable agreement 
upon the great primaiy truths of re- 
vealed religion. They agree in holding 
the sinfulness and the gnih of man, and bis 
subjection to the displwure of an infinitely 
holy and just God, They unite in declar- 
ing the utter inability or man to avert by 
any sacrifices, by any righteousness of his 
own, the fearful consequences of his trans- 
gressions. They acknowledge the mar- 
vellous mercy of God displayed in the 
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humiliation, righteousness, atoning sufferings 
and death of his eternal Son. They con- 
fess the necessity of repentance towards 
God, and of faith towards the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and of the genuineness of both being 
manifested in a change of heart and holiness 
of life. They avow, because of the blind- 
ness and insensibility of man, the necessity 
of a divine influence even of the agency of 
the Holy Spirit, in order to quicken the 
sinner, and to make him “ flee for refuge to 
the hope set before him in the Gospel;” 
and that when thus united to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, pardon, adoption, sanctifica- 
tion, every present, every future and eternal 
blessing will be his. These truths, we 
humbly rejoice to think, are conceded by 
nearly the whole Protestant w'orld, as those 
which are set forth in the revelation of the 
glorious God ; and as w’e sec that they 
declare to us the truly miserable state of 
man, in regard both to this and a future and 
everlasting existence, by reason of his aliena- 
tion from God, and that if peace would be 
his portion here, and blessedness his state 
hereafter, he must turn unto Him by faith 
in the Redeemer, so the way is now very 
clear before us. Is it true, then, that by edu- 
cation we mean the preparation of the young 
for the great duties to which they are called ? 
Is it true, that the first great duty of man 
is to glorify the God who gave him life and 
every blessing ? Is it true, tliat the word 
of God alone reveals the w'ay by which this 
great end may be attained ? Is it true, 
that this is a brief, but accurate compendium 
of its contents ? Then we say, with all the 
unreserve and determination suitable to a 
, declaration on a point so clear, that religion 
ought to be looked upon as the very first 
and most essential part of education ; that 
its truths ought to be inculcated in the pre- 
cedence, and with the urgency which they 
thus obviously demand ; that, in short, as the 
knowledge and the influence of them are iii- 
'finitely important, whether w'e contemplate 
the present or the eternal welfare of man, so 
they ought to occupy a corresponding place 
in every system designed to prepare for the 
duty and the destiny which await him. Let 
us observe, too, with the same decision, be- 
cause set before us in the same clear light, 
that when we speak of religion as thus 
forming the first and most important part of 
education, we allow not any arbitrary, par- 
tial views, such as those would consent to 
who are pleased to condescend to the 
acknowledgment of a God of nature, and of 


a future state of rewards and punishments. 
“ To the law and to the testimony ; if the}' 
speak not according to this w ord, it is because 
there is no truth in them.” To the revela- 
tion of God in the Scriptures, we appeal and 
say, that whatever they make known, how- 
ever it may be regarded by the worldling 
who apes philosophy, or the so-called phi- 
losopher who apcili the wisdom of the 
world, must be inculcated as “ the wisdom of 
God and the power of God.” The awful 
state of man by nature, the truth, the 
mercy, the grace of God in Christ, the 
necessity of faith in Christ, in order to a 
discovery of the nature of God ; in order 
to the maintenance of love to God ; in order, 
in short, to the peace, the purity, the hap- 
piness, arising from communion with God, 
must be inculcated in dependence upon, and 
ill earnest prayer for the Holy Spirit, who 
alone “ teacheth us to profit.” As in 
short, there is no God but the living and 
the true God, no true religion but that 
which proceeds from him, so there can be 
no true religious education but that which 
is based upon the Worw of God, and car- 
ried on in obedience to its authoritative 
and important truths. 

Such, as we might anticipate, is the 
ground on w’hich the question rests in the 
volume of inspiration. We find even in the 
Old Testament that the knowledge of reli- 
gious truth is out of all comparison set forth 
as the great object of education. “ These 
words, (Dent, vi.) w Inch 1 command thee 
this day, shall be in thine heart ; and thou 
•shalt teach them diligently unto thy chil- 
dren, and shall talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou w^alk- 
est by the way, and when thou best dow'ii, 
and when thou risest up.” In the New 
Testament we find not a few impressive 
exhortations and allusions to this duty ; and 
if they are not more numerous, and direct, 
and full, assuredly it was for other reasons 
than that the writers regarded it not as 
one of the very highest magnitude. Me- 
thinks those w'ho were authorized and in- 
spired by God to declare his message of 
mercy through our blessed Redeemer to 
guilty man, saw so clearly the pollution of 
his natural state, and the danger of his 
natural condition— the truth, the impor- 
tance, the suflficiency, the excellence of the 
salvation revealed in the Gospel, and tiie 
wisdom and the necessity — the obligation 
in every view of communicating at the ear 
liest period the knowledge thereof, that 
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presuming on the certainty of all who be- 
lieve in these truths, seeking to impress 
them without delay, and with the greatest 
earnestness on the minds of their children, 
they left the discharge of it in a great 
measure to the inevitable influence of faith 
on the Son of God in the heart. Such was 
the spirit of our forefathers when, in de- 
scribing the necessity of schools, they say,* 
“ seeing that God hath determined that his 
j)eoplc here on earth shall be taught not by 
angels, but by men, and seeing that we are 
born ignorant of God and of all godliness, 
of necessity it is that your honours be most 
careful for the virtuous education and godly 
upbringing of the youth of this realm, if 
either ye now thirst iinfeignedly in the 
advancement of God’s glory, or yet deem 
the continuance of his benefits to the gene- 
ration following ; for as the youth must 
succeed to us, so we ought to be careful 
that they have knowledge and erudition to 
profit and comfort that which ought to be 
most dear to us, to wit, the kirk and spouse 
of our Lord Jesus.” Such, too, is the account 
given of the nature and design of education 
by our great poet,f when, in his tractate 
upon that subject, ne says, “ The end of 
learning is to repair the ruins of our first 
parents, by regaining to know God aright, 
and out of that knowledge to love him, to imi- 
tate him, to be like him as wc may the near- 
est, by possessing our souls of true virtue, 
which, being united to the heavenly grace of 
faith, makes up the highest perfection,” So 
generally and strongly, indeed, have views 
corresponding to this of the renovation of 
the soul, the conformity of our wills to 
God as the great end of education, been 
entertained, tliat one is at a loss to point 
to the period or the examples in the his- 
tory of the Christian world, where they have 
not either been approved and acted on, or 
where, if disregarded, the omission has not 
been viewed with abhorrence and marked 
with deserved infamy. So obvious and in- 
dispensable appears the necessity of this 
union between religiofl and education, that 
a feeling of mingled incredulity and amaze- 
ment is produced on the first observation of 
any attempt to separate them. We wonder 
at the very idea of excluding what bears 
with the most powerful and salutary influ- 
ence on our present and everlasting des- 
tiny, from the education which is de- 
signed to prepare us for the attainment of 

• Tint Book of Dljclplloe. f MVlton. 


the great end of our being. This feeling 
however subsides, when we reflect on the 
moral nature of man, that it is “ enmity against 
God.” We see in this attempt only another 
proof of his awful indifference and opposi- 
tion to God ; another manifestation of the 
desire to banish the knowledge, the thought 
of Him from the w orld which he has made ; 
another evidence of Satan seeking to esta- 
blish his pow'er against the kingdom of God ; 
and, for this purpose, having first thrown 
the dust of infidelity into the eyes of the 
parents, to seize upon their children, and 
bringing them up in the neglect of God, and 
of Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, and under 
the full sway of all those evil passions 
which he has at once introduced, and con- 
stantly nourishes, even by the aid of human, 
unsanctified learning, to make them in this 
w'ay the more willing coadjutors in his enter- 
prize. So far from being amazed, w'e now see 
that all this was to be expected ; and being 
thus prepared for it, may be permitted to say, 
without the charge of a rude assertion, that 
when such an attempt as that now com- 
mented on is made, it can only proceed 
from those who know’ little, and care less 
about religious truth — from those who them- 
selves doubt its certainty, see not its im- 
portance, feel not its obligations. To me 
It appears utterly impossible, on any other 
ground, to account for the exclusion of re- 
ligion from the education, whether private 
or public, of the young. 

We are aware, indeed, of those who pro- 
fess to acknowledge, in all the extent and 
importance in which it has now been exhi- 
bited, the duty of this Christian training, 
but aver, that it will be most efficiently,^ 
and ought to be exclusively, discharged by 
the parents. Now, whilst the necessity of 
religious instruction is by this opinion con- 
ceded, yet as we contend for its introduc- 
tion into our Schools and Universities, as 
well as into the domestic circle, we must say 
that the attempt on such a pretence to jus- 
tify, its exclusion from the former, so far 
from shaking our confidence in the opinioa 
so lately expressed, only strengthens it, 
and makes us strongly suspect that those 
who urge this plea are as careless about tlio 
Christian education of their children at home 
as they are abroad ; and we must confess 
that our experience in these matters serves 
W to conffirm our suspicion. We readily 
admit, that there is in the nature and 
infinite importance of religious truth, and 
in the delation in which parents stand to 
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Hicir offspring, what lays them under a | 
ji)€culiar and most powerful obligation in j 
this respect, and far, very far, be it from us 
to diminish in the slightest degree the force 
of it ; but we cannot conceive the reasons 
that would thus induce them to limit their 
concern for it to these opportunities. Nay, 
we presume, that the more anxious the 
parent is for the religious well-being of his 
child, the more desirous he will be that 
Christian instruction should be communicated 
in public, as well as in private, in school, as 
well as at home, by every means, and on 
all occasions, when it can be done with 
propriety and advantage. Besides all this, 
how many are there who, wdiether from 
ignorance, unw'illingness, and inability of 
various kinds, neglect in a great measure, 
or altogether, this infinitely important duty, 
and thus create an additional reason for a 
regard to it in our public institutions. But 
the conclusive consideration is, that when 
young people are for such a lengthened 
period, and so earnestly engaged in the 
acquisition of other knowdedge, the duty 
at all times of supreme obligation ought 
on this very account to be the more fre- 
quently and impressively inculcated upon 
them of rendering it subservient to the 
glory of God. And the institution which 
is not conducted upon this principle is, w'e 
were going to say, a heathenish institution ; 
but it is worse than heathenish, as the know- 
ledge of religious truth, so far as they 
understood it, w as regarded as not the most 
unimportant part of the instructions of an 
ancient teacher. It is said again, by those 
w’ho profess the principles already laid 
<k>w'n, that they only doubt the application 
of them to public seminaries in the w'ay de- 
scribed, because of the difficulty of fixing 
on a standard of religious instruction likely 
to meet with general acceptance. Now we 
are very suspicious also of him by whom 
this objection is urged. It is to be appre- 
hended, and a little observation will confirm 
the fear, that it is pressed by those whose 
views on the important subject are not very 
clear nor decided. But, as before stated, 
there is no foundation for it in theory or in 
fact. The Scriptures contain a clear, definite 
revelation of the will of God ; and nearly 
all the inhabitants of this country, whatever 
may be their differences in other matters, 
profess their agreement in the fundamental 
truths of the Gospel, so that there could be 
no difficulty in the way of airangements for 
communicating them to theirchildren. Upon 


the whole, then, we repeat, after a consi- 
deration of the objections, as w ell as of the 
case itself, that the man who would ex- 
clude Christianity from education has no 
ground to stand upon, and must rank, if he 
persist in it, with those w ho care not for 
religion in the young, because indifferent to 
it themselves. We find, accordingly, that 
those who advocate such a system have 
given numerous and decided proofs of their 
own opinions on the subject of religion, 
being such as have been described, and 
have thus afforded testimony to our belief 
of their proposed rejection of religion from 
education originating in this source.* The 
system itself, when carried into effect, far- 
ther betrays its origin, all its practical de- 
tails being directed towards a preparation 
of such a kind as will lead to the attainment 
of this world’s objects, to the entire exclu- 
sion of whatever connects man with God 
and with eternity. And, if we explore a 
little farther the workings of the plan, w c 
discover the influence of the same views 
which gave it birth, in the employment of 
means “ for the diffusion of useful know- 
ledge,” to the almost complete exclusion of 
religion, as if it alone were useless. In 
short, we observe a powerful and constantly 
enlarging machinery set in motion, designed 
to operate upon man in every w^ay, except 
as capable of the knowledge and enjoyment 
of God, and which produces, as the result of 
the whole process, a refined modification 
of our selfish, worldly natures, and places 
us very little above the condition and des- 
tiny of the brute creation. To what a hor- 
rid degradation would we thus be reduced, 
all the more remarkable, too, as proceed- 
ing from a system, the contrivers of which 
assume the title of the friends of the people, 
anxious for their moral elevation and true 
w’elfare, and are accustomed to brand, as 
narrow-minded bigots, those who contend 
for a very different plan of education. Nar- 
row-minded bigots indeed / It would not 
be difficult to determine those to whom the 
epithet is most applicable, whether to the 
persons who seek to confine man’s views 
to the mere created objects of the world, 
or those who w'ould enlarge the sphere . 

♦ The doctrine, that man Is not accountable for bis 
belief was, not long ago, propounded to the students of 
a University, by their Ix>rd Rector. A very different 
sentimnfit, we rejoice to think, was expressed at the com. 
mencement of the present session of Marischal College 
by its eminent and respected Rector, Dr. Abercrombie, 
nan admirabl« address, which it k hoped will be 
public. 

2 I ' 
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of his investigation, and teach him to look 
through nature up to nature’s God. The 
ifriends of the people, anxious for the wel- 
fare of the human race ! Who deserve this 
character?— the persons who would confine 
our search for happiness to a w'orld which 
all in every age have pronounced to be an 
unsatisfying, miserable, transitory scene, 
with the prospect of an everlasting continu- 
ance of its wretchedness, or those who, be- 
lieving that man is unhappy because he is 
unholy, would desire to bring him back to 
communion with God through faith in a 
Redeemer, and so make him partaker, even 
in this world, of the peace which passeth 
all understanding, and give him good hope 
through grace of an inheritance which is 
incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not 
away? 

II. Having thus endeavoured to show’ 
the necessity of a union between religion and 
education, I now proceed, in the second 
place, to describe the importance and advan- 
tages of it, and the evil consequences of 
the opposite system. And here we w’ould 
remark, that we are not to consider the 
moral nature of man as a field on which, as 
if ignorant of its qualities and the proper 
mode of cultivation, we may be allowed to 
niakc experiments, with a view to ascertain 
how much and w’hat kind of produce it is 
(‘apablc of yielding. We affirm at once, 
and upon the best authority, that man was 
originally framed so as to derive happiness 
from the knowledge, love, and service of 
God ; and that though now he maintains 
not communion with him, yet that still it is 
true, that the faculties and affections with 
which he is endowed will never move in 
order, with harmony and with effect, until 
that communion be restored. It is when the 
love of God is shed abroad on the heart of 
fallen man that tlic different parts of his 
moral constitution will resume, as it were, 
their proper place and connexion, and that 
he himself will be enabled to act as he was 
designed for the glory of God, in all the 
varied relations in which lie stands. The 
means by w’hich, in the present state of 
man, this Weased change is produced is not 
this or ^at other system, this or that kind 
of knowledge, but it is firilh in the Son 
of God, throi^h whom the soul rises, to the 
recognition of Go<I himself, and again main- 
tains fellowship with Him through the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit The building 
raised upon this foundation, even ‘although 
the funner materials are employed, will, 


under the guidance and the power of God, 
rise in symmetry and beauty , until the “head- 
stone thereof is brought forth with shout- 
ings, saying, Grace, grace unto it”J In si ra- 
le language we state, that when^’religious 
nowledge, even that contained in the re- 
velation of the Gospel, is communicated 
and made effectual for the conversion of the 
soul to God, man is under the influence Oi 
that principle which will most certainly 
and with increasing strength, constrain him 
to the discharge of every obligation in re- 
gard to God, to himself, and his fellow- 
creatures, and thus fit him for the attain- 
ment of the grefat end of his being. Put forth 
this knowledge in all its bearings, and yon 
will do that w'hich, with the divine bless- 
ing, w’ln enable him to discharge with con- 
sistency and perseverance, with honour, 
comfort, and usefulness, the great duties of 
life. 

But let us consider a little more par- 
ticularly the nature and tendency of that 
system which is ordained for the restoration 
of man to that state wherein he w ill begin 
to “ love God with all his heart, and soul, 
and strength, and mind, and his neighbour 
as himself.” We will not again even enume- 
rate the great leading truths which charac- 
terize it, but suppose that an individual has 
been brought under the influence of them. 
He is convinced, by the Holy Spirit, of the 
utter corruption of his nature, of his innumer- 
able and aggravated sins, of his danger, of 
his helplessness, he is directed to behold the 
perfect righteousness and complete atone- 
ment of the eternal Son of God, and how 
freely forgiveness, and every spiritual and 
eternal blessing arc offered through Christ’s 
mediation for his acceptance. Perishing 
and unable to do any thing for his deliver- 
ance, he 18 made to “ flee for refuge, to lay 
hold on the hope set before him in the 
Gospel and thus brought in faith to re- 
ceive tlie pardon of his sin, he has peace 
w'itli God, aud rejoices in hopes of his glory. 
What a powerful and salutary influence must 
such views exert over him who entertains 
them in the relation, for example, in which 
he stands to God ! How deep must be his 
self-abasement, how strong his gratitude 
not only in the remembrance of the divine 
mercy, as displayed in the humiliation and 
death of the blessed Redeemer, but in con- 
ducting him to the fountain thus opened up 
in his blood, and therein washing him from 
his sins ! How, from a principle far more 
powerful than that produced by the contem- 
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platioD of the external world, magnificent 
and beauteous, and rich in mercies, as it is, 
will he be constrained to the love of God, 
and to a dedication of all that he is and has 
to the service of Him who spared not his 
own Son. but delivered him up to the death 
for U3 all. In such a connexion with the 
feource of all wisdom, purity and holiness, 
will he be enabled to act from motives of 
the noblest and most invigorating kind, 
soaring above the grossness and change- 
ableness of wcn’ldly considerations, and de- 
siring, as if in the presence of a holy, heart- 
searching, and, as experienced by himself, a 
most merciful and gracious God, to glorify 
him in body and spirit, which are his. 
How greatly also will those principles be 
sustained by the hopes and promises of the 
Gospel ; and how, if love and hope should 
at any time W'ax feeble, will he be hedged 
in the path of duty, and urged to the per- 
formance of it, by the warnings, the exam- 
ples, and the threatenings of the Word of 
God ! Survey again the situation of this 
individual in regard to the duties more im- 
mediately relating to himself. Whilst the 
light of reason and the power of conscience 
should teach him to hate and to subdue sin, 
there is superadded to the influence thence 
derived whatever faith in the humiliation and 
death of the Son of God, whatever the pro- 
mises of heaven and the fears of hell, and 
also whatever a spiritual sense of the horrid 
deformity and base ingratitude of sin, sup- 
ply, Thus he will seek, and strive in 
the strength of God, that every word and 
every action should be to his praise ; and 
not only that things outward should be con- 
formed to his will, but that his heart also 
should be purified, and himself become the 
habitation of the Spirit, and beholding, as 
with open face in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord be changed into tlie glorious image. 
And when, in divine Providence, he is 
overtaken by affliction or calamity, what a 
powerful support is afforded him in the 
humble hope that He, by whom these 
things are ordered, is his reconciled God 
in Christ ; and that, whether in this or an 
everlasting world, they will be seen to work 
together for his good I 

Now, behold this man in the relations 
in which he stands to others. It would 
be vain for us to attempt a display, however 
feeble, of the extensive, practical, blessed 
influences, in this view, of Christianity. 
We only refer to them, and call on you to 
consider the purity, the peace, the affection, 


industry, temperance, which it is the means 
of introducing into domestic life — the sjnrit 
of contentment, thankfulness, and of genuine 
patriotism — of diffusive, active, persevering 
benevolence on behalf of the religious and 
temporal interests of man, the virtues, in 
short, of every kind which, as from an abundant 
well-spring, will constantly flow forth from 
a heart thus enlightened by the S[)irit, and 
guided by the word of Goa, to fertilize and 
beautify the whole field of social life. What 
a noble illustration of the power of Chris- 
tian truth to lead to these results is afforded in 
the change produced on its first promulgation 
to the Gentiles — idolatry w’ith all its abomi- 
nable rites, giving way to the knowledge, 
love, w orship, service, and enjoyment of the 
one living and true God — the falsehood, 
selfishness, sensuality of their natural state 
disappearing, and being succeeded by truth, 
charity, spiritual-mindedness — “ putting off, 
concerning the former conversation, the »)ld 
man, which is corrupt according to the de- 
ceitful lusts, and being renewed in the 
spirit of their minds, putting on the neiv 
man, which after God is created in right 
ousness and true holiness.” Thus do we s* f , 
that as man is a religious being, and undcir 
the influence of love to God, will be di- 
rected and impelled to the discharge of 
every other duty, and to the attainment by 
this means of every desirable object, so 
such is actually the nature and practical 
tendency of the Gospel, and such will 
be the development of its truths when, by 
the grace of God, they have been received 
into the heart. Indeed, whether from a 
natural conviction which it is impossible to 
suppress, or from a feeling which education 
may have originated, and experience ami 
observation may have strengthened, the im- 
portance and advantages of a refigt^ educa- 
tion are generally acknowledged, ^nd men 
meet with a ready and prevailing sympathy, 
however inoperative, w'hen, in order to ad- 
vance even the present interests of their 
fellow-creatures, they would urge the adop- 
tion of measures calculated to afford it. 
To our own land, especially in other and 
better days, we may be permitted to appeal 
in testimony of the beneficial effects arising 
from this source, when our young people 
were more carefully than now trained up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; 
and w'hen under the influence of religious 
principles, growing with their growth, and 
strengthening with their strength, th<*y 
gained and have transmitted a character for 
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practical religion and true morality unequal- 
led, we may in the history of the 
world. And degenerated, greatly dege- 
nerated, as we now are, we still see, espe- 
cially when contrasting our situation with 
that of other lands, unequivocal traces of 
the blessed tendency of our religious and 
educational institutions; and if die great 
principles of the Gospel were taught with 
energy, affection, perseverance, and with 
prayer for the Holy Spirit in our schools ; 
and if all this were accompanied with a 
more minute, zealous, and consistent super- 
intendence, upon our parts as the pastors, 
oh I who could calculate the blessings that 
might thence arise? or say, that with a 
youthful population thus trained up, and af- 
terwards acted upon by a faithful and prayer- 
ful ministry, a day would not dawn upon 
our church and country which, bright as 
were its former eras, would outshine them all ! 

But, on the other hand, let us now 
briefly contemplate the state of those who 
are allowed to grow up not only without 
u religious, but without an education of any 
kind. To mention the fact of such neglect, 
is of itself sufficient to suggest the awful 
consequences arising from it. As certainly 
as the river flows towards the sea, will the 
heart of man, wherein are the issues of life, 
pour out all the abominations, of which it 
is the abundant receptacle, and which the 
law of God describes as “ evil thoughts, 
murobers, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies." And the his- 
tory of man proves that this, as indeed it 
must inevitably be, is the result of sudi 
ignorance. To multiply examples would be 
tedious, as I believe it is unnecessary. One, 
out of thousands, must suffice, afforded by 
the Ordinary of Newgate, who says, “that 
going into the desk at the chapel, about seven 
or eight years ago, 1 saw twelve men in the 
condemned felon s pew, whose deportmenti 
and dress were decent and respectable. When 
I announced the day of the month and 
mentioned the psalm, 1 was astenished to 
observe that none of those convicts took up 
a prayer book, although several lay before 
them. In a conversation I had with them 
the next day, 1 inquired how it happened 
that none of them opened a prayer book 
during the service. Upon this, there was 
rather an appearance of conflision, and a 
dead silence. I put the question a second 
time, when one of them hesitating, stam- 
mered out, ‘ Sir, I cannot read.’ ‘ Nor I,' 
‘nor I,’ was rapidly uttered bv them all.” I 


But I confine not ray assertion to the evil 
consequences of education altogether ne- 
glected, but bring it to beat ipon the sys- 
tem which proceeds upon tho belief of the 
numerous and great advantages arising from 
the cultivation of the intellect, and the diffu- 
sion of what is called useful knowledge, to 
the exclusion of religion. Here also tlie 
truth may be very easily apprehended. Is 
man an alien from God ? Is he at enmity 
against him ? Is the tendency of his nature 
not towards holiness, but towards sin ? If 
these questions be answered in the affirma- 
tive, and who will dare to give a different 
representation, we say, that whatever hol- 
low and artificial limitations, mere human 
knowledge may raise up, and whatever 
effects in reference to present worldly, per- 
sonal interests they may occasion, the indi- 
vidual’s true happiness will not thereby bo 
advanced, nor the interests of the community 
ultimately promoted . Continuing, as before, 
at a distaikce from and in opposition to 
God, he must be a stranger to the peace 
and to the pure unfailing enjoyments which 
sanctified knowledge imparts. He will Ixi 
the creature of circumstances, the slave of 
passion ; and when the inhabitants of a 
country are generally composed of men 
with minds so far enlightened, but with 
hearts as uncontrolled as ever by the bve 
of God, a scene will inevitably present itself 
of discontent, ambition, deception, selfish- 
ness, desire of change, turbulence, profli- 
gacy private and public, all covereef over 
with a stuff that torms most befitting var- 
nish for such a picture, and is denominated 
liberalism. It is not more certain that 
man's nature is prone to evil, from the ab* 
sence of the love of God, than that continu- 
ing in this state, whatever may be his other 
attainments, such or similar will be the re- 
sults. Utterance, indeed, cannot be given to 
a proposition more plainly true than this, 
whilst at the same time we are ready with 
many a proof and illustration of it. We 
might refer to not a few instances in our 
own country of those who, having made 
advances in literature or science, or who 
having received a mere elementary educa- 
tion, unaccompanied by the knowledge of 
religious truth, have shown bow little influ- 
ence these have had in administering to their 
happiness as men, or to their usefulness and 
respectability as members of society. Wc 
might refer to Ireland, too generally looked 
upon as a country the inhabitants of which 
were, until lately, destitute of all means of 
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education^ and from it adduce innumerable 
instances of those who, possessed of more 
knowledge, only fielded it as an instrument 
for carrying into more complete effect, 
whatever their unrestrained passions might 
suggest. We might refer to France, vast 
numbers of the inhabitants of which possess 
the elements of learning, and not a few 
have minds enlightened by science and 
literature, and intellects highly cultivated ; 
and yet when we contemplate the state 
nf that most miserable country during 
the last fifty years, what a commentary 
does it afford on the description already 
given of the condition of a land, the people 
of w hich are thus educated. And behold 
their present situation as that of men who, 
having in their former ravings, rioting 
and shedding of the blood of hundreds 
of thousands of their fellow-countrymen, 
show symptoms of madness, had now 
come to a height beyond endurance, and 
required, even for their own safety, to be 
immured in a dungeon as dark and deep as 
ever slaves were thrust into. They, with 
Ireland, give, indeed, a living and literal 
illustration of the text, as a people destroyed 
for lack of sound religious knowledge. Look 
also to Hindostan. Bring to remembrance the 
representation of our respected missionary, 
Mr. Duff, whether delivered in the Supreme 
Court of our Church, or in our own hearing 
on the late occasion of his visit to our re- 
spective Presbyteries. Of the Hindoo 
youths educated in the Calcutta College, 
in the literature and science of Europe, 
opart from religion, he says, that all sub- 
jects seemed to be more or less tolerated 
1^ them but religion. Against religion in 
every form they raged and raved. They 
scrupled not to scoff at Christianity ; they 
scrupled not to avow their disbelief in the 
very being of a God — thus realizing the 
condition of the men, described by an an- 
**ient author, who “ fled from superstition, 
leapt over religion, and sunk into atheism.” 

One other system w'ould we advert to, 
as illustrative of the evil effects arising from 
education unaccompanied by religion. We 
have spoken of the consequences of total ig- 
norance, and have lastly shown the results 
of unsanctifled knowledge. But there is 
k third plan, the one to which we now 
allude, whereby, conjoined with knowledge, 
instruction is communicated in what is 
called morality, meaning the duty which man 
owes to man. We repeat our exoresrion of 


amazement at the omission in this system 
of morality, of the very first commandment 
of the moral law, “ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God,” and now only remark, that such a 
plan will be found as inefficacious for the 
end proposed as it is revolting. It is upon 
the basis of the knowledge and the love ot 
God that the superstructure of genuine, 
practical morality is raised. To that 
great principle may all our other relative 
obligations be traced. In that light will the 
connexion and meaning of them all be most 
distinctly seen, and from it will they derivo 
their greatest force; so that the boundaries 
which are set up on other ground, and are 
composed of other materials, will be feeble 
indeed, and will be easily broken through, 
at the impulse of passion or of self-interest. 
With this statement an acquaintance w ith 
human nature and our ow’n hearts w ill prepare 
us for coinciding. Above all, such is the 
view presented to us in the Word of God. 
More especially, it sets before us, in the 
history of the Gentiles, the awful results of 
this unnatural and guilty separation of reli- 
gion and morality. Notwithstanding the 
labours of their philosophers upon the latter 
subject — the excellent treatises which many 
of them put forth in explanation and en- 
forcement of the duty which man owes to 
his fellow-creatures, yet all was in vain, 
because of the grace of God, “ And even >” 
says the Apostle, “ as they did not choose 
to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 
them over to a reprobate mind, to do those 
things which are not convenient : being 
filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, 
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness . 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malig- 
nity ; w hisperers, backbiters, haters of God, 
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil 
things, disobedient to parents, without under- 
standing, covenant-breakers, without natural 
affection, implacable, unmerciful : who, 
knowing the judgment of God, that they 
which commit such things are w’orthy of 
death, not only do the same, but have plea- 
sure in them that do them.” Alas I for this 
kingdom, because the system thus described 
in its nature and results, has been introduced 
amongst us. A scheme of national educa- 
tion has been established in Ireland, in which 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures, w ithout 
note or comment, is regarded as a ** vital 
defect; and the schotns are to be kept 
open for a certain number of hours, for 
four or five days in the week, for moral 
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and literary education only'"* It is not our 
j»urpose at present to dwell on this scheme. 
The result of it may be predicted from its 
nature. Indeed it has already disappointed, 
in some degree, the expectation of its friends, 
and realized the worst fears of its enemies. 
And it should he still our effort and prayer 
that it may be overturned before such a judg- 
ment come upon us, as the word of inspiration 
declares respecting the Gentiles — a judg- 
ment more aggravated upon us, because of 
that knowledge of the living and true God, 
and of Jesus Christ whom he hath sent, 
which we possess, but of which the nations 
were deprived. We will only notice far- 
ther upon this subject, that we might receive 
a lesson concerning it even from some of 
tliat nation which we have alrcadj^ alluded 
to with reprobation. In the report for the 
establishment of a national system of cdu- 
cation in France, by the minister of the 
department for public inst ruction, f there is 
the following passage. “We should be pene- 
trated,” he says, “ with this truth, viz., that 
if institutions form the destiny of nations, it 
is morality which forms national institutions, 
and that the firmest basis of social order is 
tiie moral education of youth. We also 
Understand,” he continues “ that morality is 
allied to religious convictions, and that the 
action of the conscience can be filled up by 
no other. It is Holland, Germany, and 
Scotland, which possess the most flourish- 
ing, the most effective schools of our epoch ; 
and in all these countries religion is asso- 
ciated to primary instruction, and gives 
it the most useful assistance.” 

Lastly. In thus pointing out the conse- 
quences of a system of education separated 
from religion, we cannot avoid considering, 
as nearly allied to it, those seminaries, 
whether in town or country, wherein the 
great truths of revelation are superficially 
or coldly taught. That there are not a 
few of this description, is greatly to be 
feared.J Wc find abundant and melan- 
choly evidence of the fact in the igno- 


♦ Capt.M'Conachle read a long and interesting paper 
on the population and state of crime in France, from 
which he deduced the important fact, that education 
was not always a guarantee against the commission of 
crime, but was a mighty instrument either for good or 
evil, according as it was directed, and that the great 
object of education ought to be the cultivation of the 
moral feelings .”— qf the Proceedings qf a late 
tnuting of the British Association. 

t M. GuiMt 

t l-otd Stanley’s official letter to the DuKe of Leineter. 


ranee of the fundamental truths of Christi- 
anity observable in numbers of our people, 
and in many other features of our religious, 
moral, and social condition, traceable, we 
believe, in a great measure, to the w’ant of 
an enlightened, vigorous, practical, heart- 
searching system of early Christian instruc- 
tion. 

You are all aware, fathers and brethren, 
of the views which are too commonly en- 
tertained on the subject that has now' 
engaged our attention, and of the means 
w'hich are employed to give effect to them 
in the separation of religion from other 
branches of knowledge, and in the removal 
of all direct religious control over our edu- 
cational institutions. I know your deter- 
mination on this point, and that you arc 
resolved, as one man, to resist the encroach- 
ments of such a debasing and guilty sys- 
tem ; and that you will not be moved from 
your purpose by any clamour with which 
you may be assailed, ever sustaining your- 
selves, whilst adhering to it, by the belief 
of its being the ground of truth and prin- 
ciple, and of the design and tendency of 
your efforts, being to advance the interests, 
temporal and eternal, of the people. Yes, 
the people, the title of whose friends they 
w'ould arrogate, w'ho, by removing from 
them the faith, and hopes, and consolations 
of religion, in reality prove themselves, in 
every view, their very worst enemies. 

But whilst resolved, in the prospect of 
such attempts, to act in this spirit of deter- 
mined opposition, let us also see whether, 
in the situations which we occupy, so im- 
portant and influential in regard to educa- 
tion, the glorious truths of the Gospel miy 
not be brought into more frequent and 
familiar contact with the minds, and, through 
divine grace, be more deeply impressed 
upon the hearts of the young in our vari- 
ous seminaries, and whether, by a more 
active, encouraging, and prayerful superin- 
tendence of this department, we may not 
be still more instrumental in advancing its 
eflSciency, and in diffusing more widely and 
plentifully than ever the invaluable blessings 
of a truly Christian education.^ 


\ With this view, the highly seasonable and meritorious 
labours of the General Assembly’s Committee on cduca. 
tion, now extended to large towns, and contemplating a 
more full inquiry into the state of our parish schools, in 
all parts of the country, will, it is hoped, meet with every 
support and «ncouragem«it from ministers and people.' 
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CHARACTER OF THE LATE DR. ROBERT BALFOUR. 


A SINGULAR acuteness and comprehen- 
siveness of intellect, subdued, by divine 
grace, to the childlike simplicity, and ele- 
vated to the sublimity, of Christian faith. A 
heart naturally warm and generous, refined, 
sweetened, sublimated by the powerful im- 
jiressions of divine truth and love. 

Originality of genius, and vigour of fancy, 
chastened and bridled by sound judgment 
and consideration. 

One evidently bom, and new-born, not 
for himself, but for public good : looking 
forth towards mankind with wise considerate 
benignity. Boldness, fortitude, firmness, 
tempered with modesty and gentleness. A 
spirit equally superior to the silliness of 
vanity, and to the sourness of envy. Frank- 
ness, candour, integrity, generosity, without 
taint or limit. Profound seriousness, spiri- 
tuality and piety, without ggimace ; studi- 
ousness without stiff formality ; occasional 
ease and gaiety without looseness or levity. 

As the result and fruits of such principles 
of character, what a multitude of things offer 
themselves to our respectful attention ! 

A penetrating enlarged discernment, and 
burning love of divine truth, without the 
mixture of arrogance, haughtiness, or wild 
extravagance. A ])iercing, refined, exalted 
taste of moral excellence, and senses, in that 
respect “ exercised by reason of use to dis- 
cern both good and evil.” A vigilant power 
to mark defects and blemishes even in supe- 
rior characters, and those held in his own 
high estimation, and yet patiently to trace 
mnd value the effects of grace in their low- 
est and most homely appearances. But no 
malignant delight in talking of faults. A 
general aversion to unnecessary, unprofita- 
ble evil-speaking of every kind. 

He saw clearly through the more refined 
and plausible graceless characters : he pitied 
them ; and against hope believed in hope 
for the recovery of the w orst. 

What w’erc his wise and faithful tender- 
ness as a husband, a parent, an intimate 
friend, must remain undescribed. 

Nor can it easily be imagined what he 
was respecting hospitality by those who 
have not experienced it, or expressed by 
those who have ; or what feelings of home 
w'ere connected with his habitation, to many 
individuals. In those who approached him ' 
in such situations, the sentiments of un- 
bounded confidence were chastened with a 


sacred awe, lest any impropriety should 
catch his eye. — Who can ao justice to the 
happy combination of pleasantry, benevo- 
lence, seriousness, instructive conversation, 
exalted piety, which, from time to time, 
manifestly reigned at his table ? 

If we are to take a wider range, and to 
give any delineation of his public pastoral 
ministrations, we must bring together the 
ideas of clearness, simplicity, original ar- 
rangement, familiarity, profound understand- 
ing, prudence, tenderness, zeal, loftiness. A 
great power of ornament, without the pride 
and affectation of ornament. We have seen 
him often ascend the chariot of fire, and 
hurry us away to the mysterious, heart- 
melting heights and depths of the love and 
sorrow of Calvary, and thence, with rapid 
flight, to the throne of God and of the- 
Lamb. 

In his ministrations appeared a singular 
ability to soothe and yet to w’^ound, to en- 
courage and yet to correct, to insinuate, as 
at unawares, with a kind of ease, the most 
aw^akening and humbling truths. 

An admirable facility in bringing down 
truths the most abstruse and mysterious to 
plain minds ; to mark the clear lino of truth 
in the midst of intricacy and awful difficulty; 
to take hold of difficult truth by so fair a 
handle, as to make objections and preju- 
dices to drop out of remembrance. 

Such a faculty might, by some, be abused 
to their own hurt, by their too soon suppos- 
ing themselves to know and embrace tho- 
roughly those great truths wLich they heard 
wfith a soothing pleasure from his lips. 
Others might ascribe his often overlooking 
objections to a superficial way of thinking. 
But the fault, in these and other cases, was 
w ith the hearers ; nor did such persons duly 
consider the variety and extent of his in- 
structions, which, at one time or other, met 
directly almost every kind of difficulty. 

But the benignity of Christian love led 
him to dwell, most frequently and largely, 
on truths of a healing, cheering, refrcSiing 
nature. With what luminous sweetness and 
powerful tenderness these were often pre- 
sented to view, many will not cease to re- 
member as long as they five. 

To him belonged, through grace, for we 
ascribe every one of these excellencies to 
rich grace, an almost inexhaustible fund of 
ious activity and wisdom. 
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He was a bold and steady friend of sound 
constitutional order and liberty, in things 
ecclesiastical and civil ; equally averse to 
ilomineering deceit and iniquity, and to 
licentious selfish pretensions to zeal for 
liberty. 

Such a character and ministry, continued 
steadily through so long a course of years, 
commanded attention and esteem in a very 
high degree. He became as a general 
Centre of union among the serious and 
spiritual, in a considerable part of this coun- 
try, and of different denominations : he was 
generally resorted to by serious visitants 
from distant places : he was sometimes a 
centre of friendly intercourse, where inti- 
mate union might not be practicable. 

In this great city he was regarded by 
many, some of them in all the different ranks 
of society, as a kind of public parent. 

I have endeavoured to mark out some of 
those features of excellency, in the friend 
whom we pleasantly remember and lament, 
which, separated from the dregs and dross 
of earthly imperfection, and with the height- 
ening, enriching, and adorning of a state of 
finished glory, shall be found in him when 
we meet liim hereafter. In this recital, I 
have felt the impulse of friendship, but not 
without the temperance and caution of im- 
partiality. I am not conscious of having 


violated the purity of him who said, ** I 
know not to give flattering titles.'* Job 
xxxii. 22. 1 have simply given the result 

of the observations of a long series of years 
of intimate acquaintance. 

The maturity of wisdom, and the good 
influence, in almost every direction, which 
he attained, rendered his longer stay amongst 
US an object of warm desire. But his ripen- 
ing for the superior regions rapidly ad- 
vanced, especially from the time of the 
departure of his late excellent and highly 
amiable consort. The prayer of the Saviour 
prevailed, “ Father, I will that those whom 
thou hast given me, may be with me where 
I am !” 

Blessed saint ! I shall think the more fre- 
quently of heaven, because thou art there ; 
1 shall look more steadily toward the mul- 
titude of the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, because thou art one of them ! And 
when, by the blood and righteousness of the 
Son of God, and by that mercy which is 
j above the heavens, and which delivers from 
I the lowest hell, the hour shall arrive of en- 
trance into the high and holy place, amidst 
the astonishing solemnities and delights of 
that new situation, 1 shall soon look around 
to recognise thee, and to meet the sweet- 
ness of thy triumphant embrace ! 

Love. 


MAN BY NATURE AVERSE FROM RELIGION. 


RcLiGioN, it is acknowledged, brings its 
])iiius ; just because it comes from heaven to 
maintain a deadly conflict in the soul, with 
principles and dispositions which are robel- 
liovis against heaven, and destructive to the 
soul itself. Nothing can he more thought- ' 
loss or unknowing Uian the strain in which 
•ome have indulged in the recommendation 
of it, as if it w ere all facility and enjoyment. 
You have possibly heard or read graceful 
jx'riods of descant on the subject, repre- j 
scutiijg to young people especially, that : 
tJicit' unsophisticated principles, their lively 
perception of the good and the fair, their ' 
generous sentiments, their uncontaminated 
affections, arc so much in unison with the 
S[)irit of piety, that it is a matter of the 
utmost case for them, for such as you, to 
enter on the happiness of the religious life, 
isome little obstruction surmounted, one 


light spring made, and you regain the walks 
of Eden ! Did you believe it ? If you 
did, what unaccountable caprice, what pure 
wantonness of perversity, could it be that^ 
withheld you ? Or, if you were induced to 
make some short attempt in the way of 
experiment, did you not wonder how' it 
should happen, by a peculiar untowardness 
in your case, that these youthful qualities, 
so congenial with piety, and so easy to bo 
resolved into it, did nevertheless prove ob- 
stinately repugnant to the union ? Did you 
not think. Why, then, this aversion to read 
the Bible, or to retire for serious meditation 
and devotional exercise, or to any act of 
duty to be done simply in obedience to 
God? But, the declamation which you 
had heard was idle rhetoric or wretched 
ignorance. 

Foster. 


suevr r'.MViRp inuLL, raisrEG. to the i 
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wrong. But that there is something wrong, 
and mortally wrong, he cannot but be con- 
For so hath the Creator formed the 
human heart, that separated from himself, 
there can be no satisfaction ; so that a rest- 
lessness which nothing created can pacify ; 
a feeling of blankness and void which no- 
thing earthly can fill ; a sensation of inse- 
curity, to which nothing human can 
administer confidence, is at best the afflic- 
tive portion of all who do not fear and love 
Him. And if this be the best, what must! 
be the worst ? — When from neglect of God 
sin has grown into a direct violation of his 
law ; and, when under its influence, a man 
will blaspheme the name of his Maker, and 
in gloom}'^ defiance of Him perpetrate all 
manner of wickedness? Independently 
of the punishment that shall be awarded 
such conduct in eternity, is not the sensa- 
tion itself of enmity against God, with 
which an impious man feels his heart em- 
bittered, enough to demonstrate, that of all 
diseases sin is the most afflictive? But 
ngain, is not madness a disease, and is not 
sin madness, when it fills a man’s bosom 
with base and ungovernable passions ? Is 
not envy a soreness of the heart ? Is not 
anger a burning of the heart? Is not re 
venge a torment of the heart, afflicting the 
miserable patient himself even more heavily 
than his enemy who is the object of his re- 
sentment ? And is not lust a torment, too, 
tossing the sinner to and fro in everlasting 
restlessness, and ever consuming him with 
its unhallowed fires ? And when sin in its 
madness has instigated a man to language 
uad actions which provoke his neighbour 
to retaliate evil on him ; or which, as in the 
<‘ase of the dnnikard, ruin l»'is character, his 
fortune, iiis family, and his healtli, sunjlv 
there is enough in all this to demonstrate 
it a malady of a deplorable complexion. 

Yet what is any thing that has hitherto 
been mentioned compared with wljat is ilic 
full amount of its wo ? Oh, is there not in 
sin’s madness tlie wrath of the Almighty,! 
the frown of his countenance, the smitings! 
of his providence, death here, and liicj 
fccoad death Imreafter ? Nor is even this; 
tiU. Tlierc is not only the sinner s guihi-| 
ness in the sight of God, but the sinner’s | 
own consciousness of his evil desert ; the 
sense of God’s anger deep in his soul ; a | 
s’vght, as it were, of bis frowming co«nte-| 
nance ; a heartiig, as it were, of his con- 
liciQuing voice ; a feeling, os it were, of 
his hand having already laid hold on him 


for punishment. Some see, and hear, and 
feci all these in this present world, and they 
can bear witness what anguish of heart it is 
to be conscious of guilt and to be aware of tho 
Almighty’s anger. There are others who 
do not feel it here, or feel it but slightly ; 
but unless they be cured they are doooied 
to feel it in eternity ; for the heaviest afflic- 
tion of the reprobate shall be that they 
know and see that the God of all goodness 
j beholds them w'itli aversion. 

I Let us reflect then, my hearers, what is 
our own condition by nature, how leprous 
are our souls and nigh unto death! and 
then look abroad on the world. If sin be 
madness, w hat a wilderness it is of frenzied 
men I How violently the fever rages in our 
own city ! If there is a God, and a Judgment, 
is it not madmen among whom w'e dw’ell, 
and these of the most distempered species ; 
infected with a moral lunacy w'hich is per- 
petuated beyond the grave ? My hearers, 
charge not my representation with extrava- 
gance, lest ye yourselves incur the charge 
of being yet under the delusion of this 
dreadful disease. The testimony of God 
against every natural man is, that the W'hole 
head is sick and the whole heart faint, and 
that from the sole of the foot even unto tho 
head there is no soundness in him. Oh, why 
should men be stricken any more ! Why 
will they revolt more and more ! And if 
this our city of the West aflbrd, as I am in- 
clined to think it does, the healthiest speci- 
men of a religious people to be found in tho 
kingdom ; and if this kingdom be religiously 
the most healthy of all the kingdoms of the 
w'orld, oh ! what a lazar-house of disease 
this earth must be. We know something 
of what our city is, how' intoxication, and 
whoredom, and profanation of God’s name, 
and profanation of his day, and fraud, ami 
i infidelity prevail ; Low a multitude, even of 
, our most res)X)ctable fellow-citizens, do not 
even pretend to the character of saints ; and 
how' suspicious are the professions of others. 
My brethren, if such be all tlie healthiness 
ofihe soundest city on the earth, w'hat must 
be the sickness of the Jx^si? Suppose, that 
with tin* exception of the lew Christians it 
contains, all the iuhabitanU of this world 
w'ent raging about in tlio delirium of fever, 
and covered from hekd to foot with ulcerous 
•ores, how melancholy were the spectacle ! 
Well, sueh is the sight w hich preaeutfi itself 
[ to the eye of that God who looks on the 
jsin of the soul as man looks on tlie disease 
of the flesh. May the Lord mcreasc^ tW 
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n'Jnvber of them who sec sin as he himself 
it : to be of tlie character of a mortal 
malady, and who arc therefore alarmed on 
its account, whether for their own sake, or 
the sake of their friends. My brethren, let 
ns try ourselves by this test — Whether do 
we more dread that we ourselves or our 
children be attacked by disease, or be guilty 
of sin ? Let us have no patience with our- 
selves until we can pray without aOfectation, 
Lord, defend us in thy mercy from both; 
but if at any time it must be a choice of 
evils for us, send us the disease, and save 
us from the sin I 

Reverting to our representation of the 
sin-sick condition of the human faiuil}^ the 
question wliich })rcsses itself is, Is there no 
healing balm ? is there no physician for its 
cure? There is, adored bo the divine 
mercy! The Lord has not doomed us to 
weep in despair. Ho has sent forth u 
Physician into this land of pestilence and 
death, qualified at all points to heal and 
restore. Tho Gospel — the proclamation 
of good news — reveals Him. His name is 
Immanuel. Ye diseased and afllictcd, doubt 
not, howsoever violent may be your dis- 
temper, that he is adequate to its cere. lie 
is the Son of God, sent of God, qualified 
of God ; therefore mighty to save. Ap- 
proach him, then, and place yourselves 
under his care. Nay, cry to him, and he 
will come to you, “ Thou Son of God, 
have mercy on us." Let this be your cry, 
and he will presently be by your side with 
cordials for your fainting hearts, and balm 
for your festering and mortifying sores. Oh ! 
it is no fincy, no sentimentality, no quack- 
, cry, multitudes who have tried him, and 
whom he has cured, can gratefully and 
exultingiy testify. Is not sin a madness 
indeed ; when many, with its consumption 
in their vitals, and its burning hectic in 
their check, and its palsy in their limbs, 
and its delirium in their brain, shall mock 
at the healthy men, healthy in the beauty 
and vigour of righteousness, whom the 
Redeemer has restored ? 

That we may more distinctly perceive 
the excellence and preciousness of Christ 
in his character of a physician, let us con- 
sider what arc the desirable qualifications of 
a physician of this w orld, and what are the 
points in which the best of them prove 
unsatisfactory. 

1st. In order to a physician being a well 
qualified one, he must be possessed of skilly 
and that for two pur|>oses ; first, that he 


may discern the nature of the patient’s dis« 
ease ; and, secondly, that he may know 
what it is proper to apply for a remedy. 
For their accomplishment, in both of 
these respects, we are sometimes called to 
admire, and be thankful for the medical 
men of this world. But not seldom do the 
best of them fail in both respects. By mis- 
taking the nature of the disease, they fre- 
quently lose the time during which, humanly 
speaking, recovery was practicable, or pur- 
sue a mode of treatment which even in- 
creases the sufi'erer’s malady. At other 
times, though aware of what is w rong, they 
stand puzzled and doubtful respecting the 
proper application ; and either do nothing 
at all, or commence experiments, which 
precipitate death as often as they eficct a 
recovery. 

2d. A physician to be properly qualified 
must be possessed power and resources. 
He may know what is his patient’s distem- 
per, and he may know what would give 
him relief, but cannot command the means, 
or dure not venture on the operation. The 
in.strumcnt or the medicine may be at the 
time unattainable, or it may be impossible 
to have the sufferer sent to a warmer clime, 
&c. How many lives, humanly speaking 
again, would some physicians save or pro- 
long, could their word summon to their aid 
what their skill discerns would be efiectual I 

3d. A physician may be skilful, and the 
means of cure may be within his reach ; 
but he may fail through want of the requisite 
morality^ through negligence and a defi- 
ciency of sympathy. There is much more 
than intellectual accomplishment, and re- 
spect to selfish interests and professional 
enthusiasm, necessary for constituting a 
good physician. He must have the quali- 
fication of a benevolent heart, winch feels 
bis patient’s pain as if it were bis own ; 
which looks at the wo-stricken countenance 
of a wife, and resolves that if possible she 
shall be saved the desolateness of widow- 
hood ; which looks on weeping childiea, 
and resolves that no energy shall be spared 
in saving them from the orphan’s destitu- 
tion ; which looks on a father’s and a mo- 
ther’s anguish, and resolves that, God 
assisting him, he shall save their child. 
Without this enthusiasm of benevv)lence 
there are the temptations of love of ease, 
and love of study, and love of pleasure, 
which will induce a physician to grudge 
exertions, which will confine him to his 
books, or detain him in his bed, or in the 
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feasting chamber, when he should be watch- 
ing ^ the couch of sickness. And, oh I if 
the ^^aculty and all tlieir licentiates were 
before me, 1 would tell them, what it is 
pitiful so many of them need to be told, 
though there are a few happy exceptions, 
who are already aware of their duty, that it 
is essential to the character of a well accom- 
plished physician, that he be concerned 
about the soul of his patient, and of the in- 
terests of the church; so that he shall 
reason of the sinner, “ There is a man who, 
if he die at present, he shall perish eter- 
nally ; I shall exert myself for his cure, 
that he may have time to repent or, 
“ There is a man who, were he to die, 
the Redeemer’s cause would sustain a great 
loss by the event ; I shall exert myself, 
that he may be preserved for its support 
and advancement or, again, “ There is a 
child of promising parts ; his parents de- 
signed him for the ministry of the Gospel ; 
in saving him, I may be the means of sav- 
ing thousands for eternity.” Besides all this, 
la it not probable that a holy providence 
will honour the medical care of a pious 
man above the manner in which it will 
countenance the care of a reprobate ? How 
zealous, then, my hearers, does it not be- 
come us to be, in rebuking the vulgar and 
profane opinion that the faith of the Chris- 
tian is a matter of inferior moment as an 
accomplishment of a physician? 

4th. There are diseases, to attempt the 
cure of which were presumptuous in the 
physicians of this world. All they may 
attempt is to smooth the path to the grave. 
Nor can any of them arrest the descent of 
old age into that gloomy mansion. Alas ! 
for these physicians of the world. How 
death mocks them ! They cannot save 
themselves. 

5th. Whatever they may do for the body, 
none of them can cure the soul. They can 
do little for its welfare for eternity. All 
they can do here is to recommend their pa- 
tients to the care of another. 

From the tenor of these remarks, you 
will perceive, my brethren, that it is my 
intention rather to contrast than compare 
the physician-qualifications of Christ with 
any thing that can be discovered on this 
earth. It were a wretched case for us all, 
could nothing more be said of Him than that 
he is merely superior to the most eminent 
of their profession. 

Remark then, generally, that it is through 
the methum of his manhood or humanUy 


that Christ acts a physician’s part to hit 
people. As it was through man that death 
came, even so through man comes the re- 
surrection. But, mark, through what kind 
of manhood ? — one so exalted and ennobled 
by union with the divine nature of the only- 
begotten Son of God ; that every thing he 
did is of infinite value ; and, moreover, one 
on which, because of this union, the eternal 
Father delighted, and continues to delight 
to pour out the influences of his Spirit for 
its qualification and endowment, without 
measure or restriction. Having made this 
explanation, 

Observe, in the first place, the skill of our 
heavenly physician. “ There shall come 
forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse,” sung 
Isaiah, “ and a branch shall grow' out of his 
roots. And the Spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord, and shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the 
Lord : and he shall not judge after the 
sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of his cars : but with righteousness 
shall he judge.” Such was the language of 
prediction concerning him. And his ow'n 
claim when he appeared was, “ He w hom 
God hath sent speaketh the words of God ; 
for God giveth not the Spirit by measure 
to him.” Accordingly, let his sayings and 
discourses be pondered, and learn how well 
he understands our disease, and “ needs not 
that any man should testify to him ; for he 
knows what is in man.” The skill of our 
Phyrician, then, will not admit of being 
doubted. 

In the second place, with respect to his 
power, hearken again to the words of pro- 
phecy concerning him : “ I, the Lord, have 
called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and keep thee, and give thee 
for a covenant of the people ; for a light of 
the Gentiles : to open the blind eyes, to 
bring out the prisoners from the prison, and 
them that sit in darkness out of the prison- 
house.” In harmony with which is the 
record of history, that he gave sight to 
the blind, hearing to the deaf, speech to the 
dumb, bread to the hungry, health to the 
sick^ and life to the dead. Especially, 
however, do I here summon your attention 
to his course of suffering obedience on 
earth ; to his indigence and poverty ; to 
the scorn and abuse to w'hich he exposed 
himself ; to his agony in the garden : to 
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his torture on the cross ; to his habitation 
of the grave. Some one may ask. What 
connexion have all these things with our 
Physician’s power ? I answer ; they wore 
the purchase-price of the balm of our heal- 
ing — the suffering and sacrifice of that 
Lamb, in whose death we find the expia- 
tion of our guilt. Behold him, therefore, 
again, raised from the dead, and entered 
into the heavenly sanctuary, as the High 
Priest of our profession, to plead with the 
divine Justice, on the foundation of liis all- 
sufficient sacrificial work, in behalf of all w ho 
in faith cast themselves on his care. Yea, 
a third time, behold him, in rew'ard of his 
obedience, exalted above every name of 
pow er ; that at the mention of him every 
knee should bow, and tongue confess that 
he is Lord. Brethren, when we have a 
King for our Physician, and one of the 
Almighty’s anointing, how criminal it were 
to distrust his power 1 

Thirdly; How much more criminal it is, if 
possible, to distrust his benevolence ! Not 
only is he our kinsman, having taken our 
nature upon him, so as to sympathize with 
us in our afflictions ; not only has he invited 
us all to come unto him to be cured, so that 
for any one to doubt of his willingness, is 
to impute insincerity to him ; but tJie very 
object for which he humbled himself and 
died w'as, that he might have the satisfac- 
tion and glory of saving men ; so that to 
imagine of the Redeemer that he is cold- 
hearted tow'ards any one of the human race, 
appears to me to represent him as being 
capricious in his affection, yea, as denying 
himself, and as being unconcerned about 
his ow'n glory and the reward of his pains, 
brethren, so far as we ourselves are con- 
cerned, let us take comfort in the Son of 
God, although it w^ere on no other principle 
than that to remain comfortless, amid the 
exhibitions of his mercy, is to increase our 
guilt by insulting him ; and, so far as others 
are concerned, let us, as members of that 
church to which he has committed the trust 
of proclaiming abroad his love, beware of 
supposing that there is any one human be- 
ing about whom he is careless, and that w^e 
need not trouble ourselves, or put ourselves 
to expense, in having the glad tidings 
concerning him universally disseminated. 
When, w'ithout exception, the Spirit in the 
word says “ Come,” let the Bride also say. 
Come and take of the w^ater of life freely.” 
Fourthly ; Our heavenly physician cures 
the soul, a department of medical practice, 


wo have seen, in which the physicians of 
this world have no part. Brethren, there 
are three respects in which Christ cures the 
soul. He cures it of ignorance, of guilt, 
and depravity. It is to be feared, that, 
some endeavour to have the cure of his 
blood, in the second of these rosj>eets, when 
they put no value on the cure of his Spirit, 
in the last respect. Let them not be de- 
ceived. Christ w’ill not be divided, or 
dealt with partially. To no man will he 
act a physician’s part, who docs not call 
Him in to cure him of the whole of his 
spiritual distempers. Be it ours to rejoice 
in all his recovery, but especially in his 
bringing us to a right mind — in making us 
devout, and prayerful, and resigned, and 
hopeful in God ; and meek, and affectionate, 
and forgiving, and ciiaritable, and pure and 
useful. Such is the great salvation of God ; 
he hath “ saved us,” saith the Apostle, “ by 
the washing of regeneration, and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost, w hich he hath 
shed on us abundantly, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

Fifthly; Though it be the healing of 
the soul in wliich our heavenly physician’s 
skill, power, and benevolence are especially 
displayed, his attention is not limited to it. 
Not only docs he excel the physicians of 
this world, in that he administers to the 
recovery of that better part of our constitu- 
tion, for which they have no relief, but he 
excels them in their own department. 
Wlicnany of them is at any time success- 
ful in relieving the body, is it not only as 
Christ, the superior physician, qualifies and 
employs him ? But, especially, I refer you 
to the time when his healing voice shall 
speak his dead saints into life, or shall 
transform those who may remain alive 
until his coming, and beautify them with 
that spirituality of immortal body — a fit 
tabernacle for the immortal spirit — shining 
in wdiich they shall be conformed to himself. 
Brethren, is the Resurrection or Transforma- 
tion an object of your hope? I 8usf)ect, 
yea, I am sure, that this part of our physi- 
cian’s w ork is very sinfully undervalued by 
a great part of his church. 

Finally ; As a physician Christ shall cure 
the abode of man. He shall restore the 
earth. The Scripture says it. The ser- 
pent has poisoned even the inert globe. 
“ Cursed is the ground ” on account of that 
sin which he introduced. The poison baa 
penetrated deep, deep as the seat oLtbe 
earthquake and volcano ; and it baa riacit 
2K2 
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to poison our atmosphere. But he who 
has been manifested to destro}'’ the works 
of the devil, shall make no partial work of 
it in removing the curse. He shall meet 
the destroyer in every sphere of his mis- 
chief. He shall purge out all the poison, 
and make them “ new heavens and a new 
earth.’' The prophets and apostles expected 
this ; and the primitive church expected it ; 
and the Nicene Council expected it ; and 
the English reformers expected it; and 
]\Iede expected it ; and the majority of the 
Westminster divines expected it, (see their 


Annotations) ; and Milton expected it ; and 
Matthew Henry expected it ; and Cowper 
expected it ; and Robert Hall expected it ; 
and what man w^ho has pondered the sub- 
ject does not expect it ? Brethren, it is 
quite true that it is a matter of subordinate 
importance ; but error in a matter of 
subordinate importance will induce error 
on those which are of greater moment. 

To Him, th*’ough whose physician-power, 
the saints “ shall reign on the earth,” Rev. 
V. 10, be given all dominion and ascribed all 
praise. Amen. 


ON SALVATION THROUGH FAITH, BY GRACE, AND NOT 
OF WORKS; 

A SEUMON PREACHED ON IQrii JULY. 1835, SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY, 

By the Rev. GEORGE ROSE, A.B., 

Minister of St. Peter’s Episcopal Chapel, Edinburgh. 


' hy grace are ye saved through faith: and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God: not of works, lest any man should boasL^* — Eph. ii. 8, 9. 


The salvation of his own immortal soul, i 
or its exaltation to a state of endless happi- | 
ness before the throne of God, is, without ^ 
any exception, the most solemn and most 
interesting object which a rational being 
can desire to obtain. In its elevation, it 
infinitely towers beyond the height of an}'^ 
attainment of merely human ambition ; in 
its value, it unspeakably surpasses any trea- 
sure either of rarity or of splendour which 
can be discovered uponeartli; in xi?, purity 
and scope of enjoyment, it inconceivably 
exceeds the sensual, transient pleasures of 
time ; for it is the delight of the holy 
angels, and boundless as the expanse of 
lioavcn ; in its glory, it is immeasurably 
higher in honour and renown than the opu- 
lence, titles, or dignity of this planet of 
creation ; for it is an entrance to the most 
holy, but blissful ])resencc of the almighty 
Creator ; in its fulness, it is perfect ; and 
in its duration eternal. And how do we 
ascertain that such will hereafter bo the 
ilestiny of the invisible spirit ^Yithin us, 
when it shall again become united to the 
Toaniniated and glorified framework in which 
it is now embodied? Not from the mere 
vvisli or hope to be raised to those regions 
of I'eliclty ; not from a mere longing after 
immortality — for there is a possibility that 


such feelings might find a place in the heart 
of man, and yet at death such bright and 
visionary prospects might end in darkness 
and vanity ; not from the researches of 
merely human philosophy, for since “ no 
man hath seen God at any time,” the most 
remarkable analogies, and striking and in- 
genious modes of reasoning cannot go far- 
ther than a theory or conjecture concerning 
the solemn realities of the world to come. 
But Almighty God, our heavenly Fatherj^ 
hath too compassionate a love for the chil- 
dren of his own merciful creation, though 
so fallen and polluted hy sin, to permit us 
to continue in ignorance, and consequently 
in a state of uncertainty, unhappiness, and 
despondency, concerning “ those things 
which shall be hereafter.” And to every 
man who simply takes up the Bible, with a 
thorough conviction in his own mind that it 
is indeed and in truth the holy Word of 
God, containing an inspired revelation of 
his divine will, and of his plans of benevo- 
lent goodness towards us, has the Lord 
clearly made known, in characters too 
luminously conspicuous ever to be misun- 
derstood or mistaken, what will be the final, 
eternal, and most blessed state of every 
faithful believer. In the language of sacred 
Scripture itself, you \Yill find it represented 
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exactly as it has just been described. The 
Lord Jesus Clirist declared, ** And I say 
unto you, that many shall come from the ' 
east and west, and shall sit down with Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of heaven.” Again, (Luke xiii. 29,) “ And 
they shall come from the cast, and from the 
west, and from the north, and from the 
south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of 
God.” On another occasion he said, in 
setting forth the excellency of the Gospel, 
because tlwough a saving knowledge of and 
belief in it alone arc we led through him to 
this state of everlasting salvation, (Matt, 
xiii. 44,) “ Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto treasure hid in a field ; the 
which when a man hath found, he hideth, 
and for joy thereof gocth and selleth all 
that he liath^ and buyelh that field. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a mer- 
chant-man seeking goodly pearls : w'ho, 

hen he had found one pearl of great pricCy 
went and sold all that he hud, and bought 
it.” St. Paul says, (Heb. xii. 22,) “ But 
ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto 
the city of the living God, and to an innu- 
merable company of angels and for his 
Ephesian converts (i. 17,) he prayed “ That 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give unto you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
him : that ye may know' what is the hope 
of his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints.” The 
Psalmist calls it a “ fulness of joy and our 
Saviour solemnly declared, (John vi, 47,) 

“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life.” Such 
^ being the meaning and capaciousness of the 
term, salvation, our next inquiry ought to 
be, How' is so glorious and desirable an end 
to be gained ? How' is any man to apply 
these invaluable truths personally to him- 
self, so that he can engage his whole soul 
in the delightful anticipation and reasonable 
Jiopc of obtaining them while here on earth, 
and be assured of arriving at the entire and 
perfect fruition of them in the realms of 
joy? To these inquiries, our text pre- 
sents us with a distinct and satisfactory 
answer ; “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith : and that not of yourselves ; 
it is the gift of God : not of w’orks, lest anj^ 
man should boast.” 

We might well be alarmed for the safety 
of our souls, were it made to rest on any 
other foundation than that which is here 
laid down in the Word of God j for surely 


nothing can be more secure than that which 
is based in an unchangeable attribute of the 
Godhead, his free sovereign unmerited 
favour, flowing from his own infinite love. 
Were it primarily, and at its very origin, 
made to depend upon any feelingsy any 
wordSy any actions of ourselves or our fel- 
low'^mortals, each of whom is as guilty in 
the sight of God as ourselves, who does 
not perceive that doubts and fears would 
prevail with regard to our ultimate accept- 
ance with the Almighty by reason of some 
omission, imperfection, or positive violation 
of his divine commandments, which would 
prevent our entrance into glory, as at the 
fall it caused a separation from his pre- 
sence. Whereas there cannot be a stronger 
inducement with every thoughtful man who 
feels himself to be a sinner, and yet is 
anxious now' to make bis peace with God, 
than the know'ledge that God perfectly for- 
gives and pardons sin for the sake of Jesus, 
that he has, as it were, been the first to 
come forward with terms of reconciliation, 
and that he confers salvation on the fallen 
sons of Adam, not because they deserve it, 
but of his own grace ; and because there is an 
all-sufficient remedy in the cross of Christ, 
for the entire remission of sin, its expulsion 
from the heart of the offender, and for his 
effectual and most happy conversion to his 
God in peace. The proclamation of re- 
deeming mercy hath been heralded forth 
from the throne of Him who ruleth over 
all, by angels, by prophets, by apostles, 
and evangelists, and martyrs, and, above 
all, by the only-begotten and well-beloved 
Son of God himself. So that on the part 
of almighty God, nothing is wanting to 
render plain, and easily to be understood 
by the inhabitanis of a ruined world, that 
momentous truth, “ by grace are yc saved.” 
Yet sometliiug no less important to be 
pointed out is immediately added “through 
\ faith.’' Now, this is not an act of God, 
but that of man. It is an assent of the 
mind to the certainty of God s revealed an- 
nouncements, and an acquiescence in the 
scheme of salvation thus brouglit to light, 
as being replete with infinite goodness, 
wisdom and love. “ All men have not 
faith consequently all do not discern and 
value this scheme of gratuitous salvation as 
we ouglit. An unrcgencrate character, full 
of its ow n natural pride, and enmity, and 
self righteousness, is averse to admit the 
humiliating necessity of thus returning to 
God ; and ignorant alike of the holiness, 
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power, and glory of that most awful Being 
against whom he is daily and hourly offend- 
ing, and of the depravity of his own heart, 
and the utterly undone condition of his 
soul without Christ, ho either neglects reli- 
gion altogether, or, like the Jews of old, 
“ goes about to establish a righteousness of 
his own as if any pitiful and scanty frag- 
ments of good works, or occasional pious 
feelings and resolutions of amendment, 
could ever stand the fiery ordeal of the last 
great day, when the secrets of all hearts, 
the motives of all actions, and the obe- 
dience of all attempts to keep the perfect 
law, shall be laid open in the sight of God, 
of angels, and of men. Contrast this with 
the frame of mind and corresponding con- 
sistency of conduct of the sincere believer, 
the mail that has a strong, lively, influen- 
tial faith. By solemn meditation and 
prayer, by diligent searching of the Scrip- 
tures, and calm dispassionate reasoning on 
heavenly truth, under the teaching of the 
Spirit, he^ias gained such a knowledge of 
the real character and attributes of his 
Maker, of the nature and spirituality of his 
divine precepts, and such humbling view's 
of his own inability to fulfil all the obliga- 
tions w'hich God can most righteously de- 
mand of him, that he is emptied of every 
vain feeling of dependence upon himself, 
and is willing, with a cheerful resignation 
and accordance w'ith the designs of infinite 
wisdom, to throw himself entirely and un- 
reservedly on the free mercy of his God. 
He sensitively feels and acknowledges that 
he cannot entertain one single good thought 
in his mind; but it is the grace of God in 
Christ which implanted it there, that not a 
single aspiration towards heaven can breathe 
forth from his heart ; but it was some sud- 
den discovery of the amazing love of God 
to him, in the first instance, which caused it 
to be awakened within him, that he cannot 
utter with his Ups a single prayer, or the 
language of edifying and instructive Chris- 
tian esihortation to a fellow'-sinncr, but it is 
God’s good Spirit that blesses him with 
that glow of devotion, or endues him with 
cemrage boldly to speak of Christ, or main- 
tain hia cause against the virulence of an 
ungodly world ; and that he cannot per- 
form a single good deed, but the kind pro- 
vidence of God first places him in a situa- 
tion where he has the favourable opportu- 
mty, then moves his heart so as to avml 
himself of it ; and, lastly, promises to re- 
Viffd Uifor the sake of his ever blessed Sor 


as though it had originated in Iiis own in- 
herent righteousness, wliidi the believer 
knows and confesses that it did not. Hence 
faith is that heavenly disposition of the 
mind w'hich leads us to look up to almighty 
God for every thing, and to rest in our- 
selves for nothing — an attitude most becom- 
ing the creature when viewed in relation- 
ship to liis great Creator — a child in the 
sight of One infinitely mightier and more 
full of love and compassion than an earthly 
parent — a subject in respect to a Sovef’eigii 
inconceivably more powerful and glorious 
than the most illustrious potentate on earth, 
and a disciple in relation not to a worldly 
master, but to the Lord divine in heaven. 

Faith leads us to trust in all the blessed 
promises of God, simply on the declaration 
of them in the Bible, because his Word is 
truth, without doubt, cavil, or a desire to 
evade or explain away their obvious mean- 
ing. Hence the Apostle concisely, but with 
most comprehensive accuracy, describes it to 
be “ the substance of things hojied for ; the 
evidence of things not seen.” “ The King 
eternal, immortal, and invisible ; the only 
wise God the throne whereon he sits 
in glory ineffable ; the heavenly Mediator 
and holy Comforter ; the angels and ani- 
mated beings which stand in his most 
awful presence; and the spirits of just men 
made perfect, — all these are to us beings 
“ not seen,” and will remain so while we 
continue in the flesh ; but the pious con- 
verted Christian firmly believes in them all 
on the evidence of the word of God, and 
the testimony of the spirit, “ bearing wit- 
ness w ith his spirit that he is a child of God,” 
convinced of their solemn and awakening 
reality, they are to him the substance of 
things hoped for, “ and through this faith” 
which expands his soul, purifi»?8 his heart, 
sanctifies his character, makes him w alk on 
earth like one who ere long is to enter on 
eternity, in the presence of God, and the 
Lamb, and the blissful society of the re- 
deemed. Our text explicitly affirms that 
he is “ saved.” In like manner there are 
other things set forth in language as distinct 
and intelligible, “ which are not seen” by 
the inhabitants of earth ; and may God 
Almighty, of his infinite mercy, ordain that 
they never may be seen by any one of ns 
here present, or by any in whose welfare 
and eternal happiness we arc nearly and 
dearly interested. There is the ab^e of 
Satan and his angels, to which all w ho in 
this world espouse lib cause, God bus 
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iwfully declared by the mouth of his pro- j 
phets, and of his Son, whom he hath appoint- 
ed judge at the last day, — will, in his mosi 
holy and righteous justice, be hereafter con- 
demned, unless they now repent, and take 
refuge at the foot of the cross of Christ, the 
Saviour, who came to redeem aU who be- 
lieve in, love, and obey him, from that state 
of torment for ever. Himself forewarns us 
that it is one “of outer darkness, where 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth 
thrice did he say, “ where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched,” and to 
his beloved disciple, after his own ascension 
into heaven, when he disclosed to him those 
wonderful visions contained in the book of 
Revelation xxi. 7, 8, “ He that overcome th 
shall inherit all things, and I will be his 
God, and he shall be my son. But the 
fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death.” Now, what effect does the reflec- 
tive study of such an awakening passage as 
this produce not upon the fearful and unbe- 
lieving,” but upon one who fears God in 
his threatenings, as well as loves him in his 
mercies, and is a true believer in Jesus ? 
Alarming as such an intimation is, he re- 
ceives it as divine, he embraces it with 
faith, and that faith becomes to him “ the 
substance of things” to be dreaded, and 
feared, and escaped, and prayed against, 
and is to him, equally with God’s promises 
and descriptions of future happiness, “ the 
evidence of things not seen^^' and which he 
•most earnestly implores Almighty God that 
he never may sec. Thus while fools 
make a mock at sin,” and ridicule the ob- 
servance of God’s commandments, and a 
life of holy walking with him, and disbelieve 
these “ terrors of the Lord,” as things that 
will never come to pass ; the wise and 
humble minded, but most anxious Christian, 
prays for grace to be delivered from being 
any one of those characters, against which 
he sees with the eye of faith that the indig- 
nation of incensed Deity is righteously 
aroused ; he discerns that he could not be 
regarded as a holy, pure, just, and all glo- 
rious Spirit, were he not thus to show his 
hatred of sin, by its punishment in those 
who will not renounce its pollutions, and 
return to his allegiance and paternal love 
through the blood of a crucified Redeemer. 
He is persuaded “ to flee from the wrath to 
come,” and persevering in a course of 


Christian rectitude to the end of nia days, 
he is enabled, with divine support and com- 
fort, at his last hour, to rest on this promise 
of his Saviour in the same sacred book of 
Revelations ii. 11. “He that hath an ear 
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches. He that overcometh shall not 
be hurt of the second death*' Mark, I be- 
seech you, how when a man diligently 
searches his bible, with an inquiring mind, 
with deep, sincere, persevering prayer, and 
receives the word of divine truth into “ an 
honest and good heart,” how the goodness 
of our heavenly Father causes even the 
threatenings, and the most perplexing and 
terrific announcements to be instrumen- 
tal in working out his everlasting salva- 
tion. So that with regard to both the 
promises and the denunciations ; the hopes 
and the fears ; the Christian graces and Uie 
worldly vices ; the descriptions of heaven 
and the accounts of hell, it is equally true 
in the case of believers that “ by grace are 
ye saved through faith ; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God.” What, 
then, if after a serious inquiry into the spi- 
ritual state of your own heart, you shall 
discover that you have not faith f The 
language of the Apostle implies that such 
is the condition of every man who is yet in 
an unregenerate state. It is one of those 
things which by nature w e do not possess. 

But are we, therefore, to despond, and 
give up ourselves for lost ? By no means ; 
take encouragement from this simple fact, 
“ it is the gift of God," If so, go to him, 
ask him in prayer, for it, and he will give it 
to you, if you sincerely seek for it in his 
Son’s name. Yea, Christ himself will 
bounteously bestow it upon you. For you 
remember that a personal application was 
once made to him by his owm disciples, 
“ Lord, increase our faith,” and the Apostle 
assures us that he who hath power to in- 
crease is the same divine Being who origi- 
nally implants that feeling of afirm unshaken 
confidence in God in the human heart. 
Heb. xii. 2, “ Looking unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith ;” and he 
confers it by the silent imperceptible ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghost, For it is enu- 
merated by the same inspired writer, among 
“the fruiU of the spirit," It must bo 
sought for, and joyfully accepted as the free 
gift of God, for our text immediately adds, 
“ not of works, lest any man should boast.** 
How clearly, then, because with the pen of 
divine inspiration, does the Apostle point 
out to us the indispensable necessity of 
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faiths it# |>osition as antecedent to any 
works whic^ God will condescend to regT^rd 
and reward as good, and the consequence 
tVowing from this order of thing>j, the glory 
of God the Creator, and the proper feeling 
of humility, and total absence of all boast- 
ing, which becomes one. once a sinner^ but 
now converted to righteousness, but still, 
in his very best estate, a ransomed and 
rescued creature, Aro works then of no 
avail ? Are they to be neglected, thrown 
aside, or cease to be performed? Shall 
w'c bo saved by a bare, abstract, assent- 
ing faith, while our works are evil, and at 
variance with the precepts, the principles, 
and the very end of the Gospel ? A more 
fearful delusion than this, and one more 
fatal to the soul, could not take possession 
of the mind of man. St. James ii. 17, tes- 
tifies distinctly, Even so faith if it hath 
not works, is dead being alone. Yea, a 
man may say, thou hast faith, and I have 
w orks, show me thy faith without works, 
and I will show thee my faith hi/ iny works,” 
and this most beautifully harmonizes with 
the assertion of St. Paul, in the words just 
after our text, “ l or wo are his workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto (fcmd 
inorkst wliich God hath before ordained 
that wc should walk in tbeui.” Tliis proves 
that our ability to do good works is as 
much the gift of God as faith is ; conse- 
quently.^ that every ground and reason fur 
boasting of the m cither in the sight of God, 
or in the sight of men, is as completely 
.swept away in the one case as in the other. 
The question, What hast thou which 
thou didst not receive ?” applies with equal 
power to both ; and leaves nothing to the 
faithful and pains-taking believer, save a 
heart full of gratitude to his most merciful 
and benevolent God, for permitting him to 
live devotedly to his service and glory. 
And here let me point most strikingly out 
to your observation, and entreat you to 
bear it continually in your remembrance, 
and make it the guide of your daily con- 
duct, that this passage luminously reveals 
the important fact, that all who are or- 
dained to eternal life, are ordained also to 
a diligent use of all those means of grace 
which Almighty God has appointed to pre- 
pare them for it, and to those good works 
which are the only legitimate and undeni- 
able testimony and fruits of that faith 
through which, by the grace of God, they 
are saved. If a man er tertains the thought 
and conviction that he is destined hereafter 
to inherit a crown of glory, while he is 


sJmnning every service of his God, and ne- 
glecting every divinely-instituted means of 
sanctifiication and holding communion with 
heaven, or is going on in a course either of 
avowed and infidel profligacy, or of private 
sin, such a one must be deceiving his own 
soul ; he is anticipating a state of moral 
purity and holiness, as well as happiness, of 
which habitual sin is actually disqualifying 
birn for the enjoyment ; he is calculating on 
an end, but overlooking the means, and he 
is cherishing a hope which, unless he re- 
pent, and take Christ for its foundation, and 
a life of obedient righteousness as its con- 
comitant, will be found worse than vision- 
ary, inasmuch as a now iinbelicved in, but 
most direful punishment will be added to 
his despair. This ought with every man 
to be a very solemn consideration ; yet it is 
most true. For it is not a mere inference, 
dedncible from I he sacred words before us, 
but is minutely followed out by the very 
same Apostle in his Epistle to Titus, when 
treating on the identical subject of our tc.rf, 
and he vehemently urges it upon him as 
being a doctrine of such vital importance, 
that he (and, therefore, every faithful minis- 
ter throughout the Church of Christ,) is 
bound in virtue of his consecrated oflice, 
fearlessly and undisguisedly to lay it before 
his people, “ whether they w ill hear or 
whether they will forbear.” Titus ii. 11 — 
1.5, “ For the grace of God that hringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men, teach- 
ing us, that, ungodliness and worldly 

lusts, we should live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present w'orld ; looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God, and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zeal- 
ous of good works. These things speak, 
and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. 
Let no man despise thee.” Yet the scrip- 
tural estimate of these before God is explicit 
and uniform throughout ; for while the jus- 
tification of Abraham, recorded in Genesis, 
was of faith and not of w orks, w c find the 
doctrine set forth precisely in the same 
manner in the book of Revelation xiv. IS, 
“ Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth : yea, saith the spirit, 
that they may rest from their labours, and 
their works do follow them^ They wdll be 
appealed to at the greai day of judgment, 
“when men shall receive according to the 
deeds done in the bodj^ whether they be 
good or bad,” as the fruits of faith, the onl^* 
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legUitaatf titid admitted evidence of a true 
and llvdy fUith in Jesus, and the just andsa* 
tbfactory reason why they should obtain a 
crown of life in the sight of God, of the 
whole hierarchy of heaven, and of their fel- 
low-men^ but they w ill not be regarded as 
being meritorious in thetaselves ; for when 
the saints on high are represented as ascrib- 
ing praise for their redemption, no mention 
w’hatever is made of their own good deeds^ 
but all the grace, and Tnerit, and righteous- 
ness, and glory of the final triumphant 
victory o^^er Satan, death, and the grave 
are ascribed to the Almiglity Jehovah, and 
his only begotten Son. “ After this I be- 
held,” saith the highly favoured evangelist 
and seer of these visions of celestial glory, 

“ and lo a great multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands ; and 

ON THE 

That there exist in the universe spirits 
of an higher order than tlte souls of men, 
may be inferred in some di'gree from the 
dictates of reason. So far as we are able 
to trace tlje works of God, we remark in 
them a gradation leading up 1‘rom the low- 
est order to man. The luinoral by slow 
degrees approaches to the plant. The 
plant, by shades still more imperceptible, 
touches the confines of animal life. The 
animals in many a various degree possess 
the faculties of strength, activity, and intel- 
lect ; — until, at last, wc arrive at man, in 
whom shine still the traces of his Maker s 
* image. But alas ! how faint are those 
traces become ; bow infinite the distance 
w hich divides him now from the Creator I 
How shall Ids limited understanding be 
compared with unbounded wisdom ! How 
shall his weak and tottering virtue be com- 
pared with that purity which is spotless 
and unchangeable ! 

When we look, tlierefore, on the oue 
hand, to the narrow bound which separates 
man from the other works of God*.-ioha- 
bitants like himself of this world and on 
the other, to tlie awful chasm that presents 
itself betw een him and the great Creator ; 
the analogy of providence leads us to sup- 
pose that in this interval beings will be | 
found, of intelligence and endowments more 
valuable far than ours, though removed still 
at a distance which created beings cannot 
from the glory of the eternal God. 


cried with a loud voice, saying, 
to ottT God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb.” Is not that state of 
blessedness, and peace, and unfading joy, 
worthy of every passion and energy of our 
whole soul? Ephes. ii. 4, 5, “ May God 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, raise all of us up 
together, and make us to sit together in 
those heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” By 
grace may w’e be saved through faith, and 
meekly remember “ that it is not of our- 
selves, it is the gift of God ; not of works,’* 
therefore let us never boast ; let us seek to 
be “ made bis workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which may 
God ordain that we should so walk in them, 
with holy obedience and fear while we are 
u|M)n earth, as that in the end we may be 
welcomed to the happiness of heaven, be- 
fore the throne of God, the Father, the Sa- 
viour, and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 

ANGELS. 

It is but a little part of His works that 
we behold ; yet even our imperfect infor- 
mation ascertains that tiie world which wc 
inhabit is only^ one among ten tliousand — 
superior in extent and sj>lendour-.— rolliiig 
over our heads in silent majesty — shin's 
by no borrowed light, but themselves rise 
suns V. hich illuminate systems like ours. It 
cannot be, that these are without inhabi- 
tants — that, in scenes so admirably calcu- 
lated to display the Creator’s glory, theie 
should be no witneSvSes of its magnificence. 
In orbs more favoured than ours — orb* 
from which beams the light returned by 
ours with borrowed lustre — sliall not intel- 
ligent beings dwell, worthy of their radiant 
habitation ! Much more in that heaven of 
heavens— -of which human imagination c&ii 
but faintly conceive the nature, though it 
firmly believes the existence — shall there 
not be inmates, more fitted than we ai*e to 
appear in the immediate presence of God V 

Sucli are the conjectures of reason on a 
subject placed in its very nature beyond the 
limited powers of man. Where unassisted 
reason mils, revelation lends its aid. But 
the degree of light which revelation be* 
stows is in every case dictated by the use- 
fulness of the subject. Those precept* 
which are to guide our life— and those 
sanctions which impress the obligationa of 
the divine law, are detailed with cleamesi. 
Doctrines which concern only the ** deep 
things of GocT'^thiogs remote from our 
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duties and interests, remain mysterious and 
dimly seen, until that day, when, our situ- 
ation changing, and our powers of percep- 
tion perhaps altering along with it, we shall 
be strengthened “ to know ^yen as also we 
are known.” 

In regard to those blessed spirits who 
surround the throne of God, there are many 
questions which human curiosity might 
prompt, to which revelation gives but an 
imperfect reply ; because He who bestow- 
eth revelation upon man saw that no further 
knowledge was necessary for us. The 
subject is revealed, so far as the know- 
ledge of it is calculated for our improve- 
ment. Let not us seek to be wise above 
what is written. 

The number of those blessed spirits who 
surround the throne. Scripture represents 
us great beyond the power of man to reckon. 
They are declared, by the Apostle to the 
Hebrews, to be an “innumerable company.” 

Of the endowments which the angels pos- 
sess, the conception which we are left to 
form is not precisely defined. We know 
that they have nothing w'hich they have 
not received ; but in what precise degree of 
profusion the bounty of God is poured upon 
them. He hath not seen it necessary that 
we should be informed. This far we know, 
that they 'are superior to us in every esti- 
mable attainment. 

It is indeed Impossible for us to conceive 
of these blessed spirits otherwise than as 
far exalted above us. They stand continu- 
ally in the revealed presence of God. They 
behold the brightness of His countenance 
unveiled. It is impossible that their un- 
derstandings should not be expanded far 
beyond the standard of ours. It is impos- 
sible that their virtues should not shine with 
a brightness w'hich ours cannot attain while 
we tabernacle on the earth. For to them 
opportunities of knowledge far higher than 
ours are given. They,^ by a measure of 
Inspiration which we cannot receive, are 
enabled to see the beauty and feel the valu^ 
of perfection. 

In the possession of those endowments 
which adorn the angelic nature, there seem 
to be varieties among them of rank and 
excellence. We read of “ angels and arch- 
angels of “ cherubim ami seraphim;” of 
“ thrones and dominions, principalities and 
pow'ers.” What these several names are 
intended to "'denote, we cannot exactly , 
know ; but they sufficiently convey to us 
the idea, that, in the heavenly world as well 

in this dwelling of ours, the Almighty i 


sees it most conducive to His own glory, 
and to the happiness of His creatures, that 
there should be a certain subordination 
among them ; that there should be an ine- 
quality in the distribution which he is pleased 
to make among them of His favours. 

As to the employments which the blessed 
angels exercise, the same regard to our im- 
provement regulates the degree of informa- 
tion which is given. Those parts only of 
their task are revealed to us in w hich w^e 
have a personal interest, from the contem- 
plation of which we may receive instruction 
or comfort. They are represented to us 
in Scripture as employed in prabing and 
in serving their God. 

They praise Him ; standing around the 
throne or His glory, and offering unto Him 
those rapturous hymns of joy which Hb 
presence and His perfections inspire. 

They serve the Master whom tney adore. 
They are “ ministers of His that do His 
pleasure.” Above all, they are the instru- 
ments through W'hich he executes the pur- 
poses of His providence towards the chil- 
dren of men. 

They were the instruments through w'hom, 
the Old Testament record assures us, God 
made knowm to the patriarchs the purposes 
of His will. Through them, the Mosaic 
dispensation is expressly said to have been 
given. They welcomed the first dawn of 
Gospel day, “ prabing God, and saying. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace and good will to men.” To the first 
preachers of the Gospel their active protec- 
tion w'as given. 

They arc not only ministers of good to 
the righteous, but ministers of vengeance to 
the transgressor. “ Cherubim” kept the 
way of the tree of life, against the first 
parents of our race, when their guilt ex- 
cluded them from the delights of Eden. 

They delight in mercy. They shouted 
for joy when creation first arose. “ There 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth.’* Delightful 
and endearing that joy will be, if through 
their ministry he have been awakened to 
newmess of life ! They are present with 
the spirits of the good, rejoicing to fill them 
with pious thoughts ; and to nourish the 
tender blossom of righteousness, as it begins 
to blow. They rejoice in executing the 
purposes of divine goodness towards the 
faithful, while he tabernacles in this distant 
land ; and, when his trial is closed, they 
bear his soul to the place of its rest. 

Bruntow, 
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** A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast : but the tender mercies of the mched 
are cruelP — Prov. xii. 10 


There are certain prejudices against the 
subject which I have been called to addresa 
you upon this evening, which it will be 
proper to attend to before entering upon 
the more immediate consideration of the 
sin, which is to form the leading topic of 
discourse. For when the mind is pre-occu- 
pied with fwejudices, it not only refuses to 
admit truth, but regards it with improper 
feeling ; and the means employed to con- 
vince and persuade, instead of having that 
effect, are either resisted as unnecessary, 
or despised as ridiculous. 

The prejudice that I would notice first is, 
that this is a trifling subject, which is un- 
worthy of being made a matter of grave 
and deliberate consideration. Now, we 
grant that there are subjects of higher mo- 
ment, and duties of more vital and general 
concern. Every man has not to do with 
the inferior animals ; and with regard to 
those who have, they have various other 
important matters to attend to besides this. 
They have their duty to God, and their 
dutp^ to their families, and their duty to 
their fellow creatures in all its several 
branches, to consider and to discharge. 
But if the present subject constitute a matter 
Voi. V.— No. 194. 


of moral and religious obligation at all, it 
is not to be thrust out of view, because it 
is not of the most universal and command- 
ing importance. It is for the reason that 
it is liable to be lost sight of, in the en- 
forcement of other more important subjects, 
that the present Annual Sermon has been 
instituted. And, certainly, whilst the sub- 
ject is not to be put on a level with several 
others, it is not w ithout its claims to a very 
particular portion of our regard. It relates 
to the happiness, the safety, and the well- 
being of a very extensive portion of the 
works of God, to manifold tribes and classes 
of living creatures, some of which are pecu- 
liarly serviceable to us. It belongs to the 
great duty of mercy, that important portion 
of the divine law, which is so lovely and 
excellent. And, in fine, it is a subject 
which pertains to i\iQ exercise of dominion, 
one of the high and peculiar distinctions 
belonging to human nature, and which ex- 
alts us above the creatures of which we 
speak, so that w^e address you at this _ 
in your high and responsible capacity of 
God’s vicegerents upon earth, requirinff and 
beseeching you to exercise e mild and cle- 
ment sovereignty over the numerous and 
2 L 
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interetiing iuhjeets that have been put 
under your protection and government. 

A^nother prejudice which requires our no- 
tice if» that the outcry against cruelty to 
unimais is a mere piece of senttmentalism, or 
affectation, and that what is so called is 
little if at all felt by the creatures that are 

? itied. Now here we must distinguish. 

‘erhaps there is a tendency, in some cases, 
to make more of animals than is right, by 
raising them into pets and favourites ; and 
also to transfer to them feelings which more 
properly belong to the person himself than 
to the creatures for which he feels. But 
we must not think that the lower animals 
are altogether destitute of feeling, or that 
they cannot bo injured, or that they do not 
Buffer many and very severe wrongs at the 
hand of unprincipled oppressors and tor- 
mentors. With regard to most of the ani- 
mal creation, we would just ask you to 
consider the delicacy of their structure, the 
fineness of their parts, the number and 
acuteness of their senses, and the sensibility 
of their various organs. Many of them 
exceed ourselves in their susceptibility of im- 
pressions, having acuter povi'ers of hearing, 
a more enlarged and distinct vision, and a 
keener smell. Now, they may also exceed 
us in their susceptibility of pleasure and 
pain, and be capable of feeling more 
exquisitely corporeal suffering. And that 
they are much harassed and pained in 
their domesticated state is manifest with 
regard to many classes. Their peculiar 
properties are disciplined and broken in by 
much suffering to the creature unto the use 
of man. But in such cases it may, perhaps, 
he said, that if pains are endured, corre- 
tponding advantages are acquired. That 
if the creature loses its liberty, it gets more 
abundant and better food ; and that if it is 
disciplined and laboured, it is also shel- 
tered and protected from all its natural 
enemies among the other animals. Be it 
so ; it is, nevertheless, true that there is a 
difference between a tyrannic exercise of 
power, and a mild and gracious manage- 
ment of the lower creatures. What shall 
we Bay of acts of gratuitous cruelty, of un- 
mitigated tyranny, and of unright^us in- 
jury, 'Kie man, if he may be so called, 
who is guilty of such deeds, who capri- 
ciously abuses his power to injure one of 
the infierior animals, is a di^ace to his 
spedes, a tyrant oip a more ignoble, but 
oot less hatml kind thao* be who mkm ■ 


use of the privilege of a throne to molest 
his fellow-men. He sports with suffering, 
which is always sacred to the good; he 
oppresses the defenceless, a cowardly ac- 
tion ; and he gratifies his maUgoai^, a 
fiendish principle of joy. 

A third prejudice to which we would 
advert is, that this subject cannot be treated 
from the pulpit with the hope of much good. 
Upon what ground is this alleged? Is it 
that the statement of truth from the pulpit 
is calculated to be less efficacious than the 
statement of it in any other way. If so, 
then this consideration would equally dis- 
courage the inculcation of any doctrine or 
of any duty from the pulpit. But preach- 
ing is an institution of divine appointment, 
and is connected with the promise of a 
peculiar blessing, which has been greatly 
realized, in the benefits that have already 
flowed from the office of the ministry to 
mankind. The benevolent spirit which 
distinguishes the Gospel, and which its 
ministers are appointed particularly to in- 
culcate, has done more to civilize the world, 
and to foster every benign and gracious 
disposition in the bosom of mankind, than 
all other means put together. It is this 
which has taken from W’ar much of its bar- 
barity, which has reduced and almost 
abolished slavery, which has covered every 
Christian kingdom with infirmaries for the 
sick, hospitals for the indigent, and all the 
other innumerable institutions of civilized 
society. And it is a part of the same be- 
nevolent work to turn the kindlj^ feelings 
of humanity towards the brute creation, 
and thereby to rescue them from the tor- 
menting cruelty which would embitter their 
existence and sport with their lives. 

We shall now then humbly attempt to do 
something towards this end, and with this 
view we shall proceed to state some argu- 
ments to enforce the duty of abstaining 
from the cruel treatment of the inferior ani- 
mals. And first, kindness to the brute 
creation is a command of God. Several 
precepts of this kind are particularly worthy 
of notice. “ Thou shalt not muzzle the 
mouth of the ox that tieadeth out the corn.^ 
Deut. XXV. 1 Cor. ix. 9. “ If Aou seest 

the ass of him that kateth thee lying under 
his burden, and wouidest forbear to help 
him ; thou shall surely help him.” Ex* 
xxiii. 5. ** If a bird’s nest chance to be 
before thee in the w^y on any tree, or oa 
the groimd, whether they be young oum 
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^am sitting upon the young 
or the eggs, thou shalt iK)t take the dam 
with the young ; but thou shalt in any wise 
.ct the dam go, and take the young to thee, 
that it may be well with thee, and that thou 
mayest prolong thy days.” Deut. xxii. G. 

The object of these precepts is to teach 
humanity towards the inferior creatures ; 
and if this spirit was recognised under the 
law, it must surely be much more in accord- 
ance with the gospel, which is so particu- 
larly a system of love and mert^y. If you 
will think upon these precepts, you will 
find that each contains a distinct and im- 
portant principle, and that they may be 
drawn out into the following rules, which 
declare to us the will of God for the treat- 
ment of his irrational creatures. 1st, “ That 
labouring animals are to be well fed and 
cared for, in return for their toil and work.” 
2d. “ That every animal that is in a situa- 
tion of oppression, peril, or insuperable 
difficulty, is to be relieved, assisted, and 
delivered ; and that without any regard to 
whom it may belong, though to your worst 
enemy.” 3d. “ That no animal is to be 
tormented merely for our pleasure, or 
have its rational instincts thwarted, or its 
accustomed and long acejuired habits 
denied.” This is the object of the third 
precept, where the eggs or the young of a 
bird might be taken, but the dam was to be 
left at large to continue her wonted habits 
as a free denizen of the air and fields ; and 
not to be subjected to unaccustomed re- 
straint and confinement, by being taken 
and cooped up in a cage. 

Now% every one who is not utterly hard- 
•ened in his feelings and perverted in his 
judgment, must surely admit the equity and 
justice of each of these rules. What can 
be more reasonable than the first, that the 
hard wrought animal should share with its 
master in the fruits of their common toil ; 
and this whether it is employed in the la- 
bours of husbandry or in any other opera- 
tion. The principle holds alike, whatever 
be the animal s employment, whether in 
bearing burdens or in conveying goods ; it 
has a right to be sustained out of the fruits 
of its toil, and to receive an adequate sus- 
tenance. 

The same reasonableness belongs to the 
second rule, and in its full application. 
Whilst it requires us to relieve and deliver 
an oppressed or endangered animal, it ob- 
viou^y implies the prohibition, that we are 


not ourselves w'illingly to place an animal 
in such a situation, or be the means of over- 
burdening, maltreating, or in any wise op- 
pressing it or endangering its life. The 
natural principle of sympathy confirms the 
authority of this command, and shows its 
equity to every feeling mind. What is the 
first and natural impulse that you feel on 
seeing a poor animal in any wray oppressed 
or endangered? Is it not to give assistance? 
If a stable were on fire, would you not put 
forth every effort to get at the poor animals 
that w'ere bound up and set them loose, 
that they might escape the fury of the de- 
stroying element ; and this from a principle 
of benevolence, without any regard what- 
ever to profit. And would you not esteem 
that man to be destitute of every feeling of 
humanity who could calculate the mere 
value of the horses or cattle, without having 
a concern for their escape from a cruel 
death. 

The third rule is equally equitable and 
right with the preceding. It is that you are 
not to torment animals in any way merely for 
your own gratification or amusement ; or 
by confining those that are accustomed to 
freedom, or in any other way checking their 
habits and defeating their instincts. The 
only exception to this rule is, the confine- 
ment of dangerous beasts, such as dogs or 
bulls, that are disposed to attack passengers 
and take away their lives, or even the kill- 
ing them, when they are both dangerous 
and useless, as in the case of wolves, tigers, 
foxes, and beasts of prey. But the law of 
God is, that animals are not to be annoyed, 
tormented, maimed, or killed merely for 
our amusement or idle recreation. They are 
to be allowed to enjoy all their native habits 
and instincts in peace, to roam the fields, 
to skim the air, to penetrate the Good, and 
to move in their several elements without 
molestation. We have received an express 
grant of them for our sustenance and for 
our use ; and w hen our sustenance or our 
use is concerned, we may take them to that 
end. But we have no right to go a step far- 
ther than this, or to produce one unnecessary 
pang in the inferior creation. Wo have no 
right to confine, to maim, to teaze, or to annoy 
the inonensive and harmless tribes. They 
are to be left at large to regale the woods 
with their songs, to enliven nature with 
their alert and joyous gambols, to provide 
for the wants of themselves and of their 
young, and to be so many visible evidences 
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to the eye of reason, that the Lord is 
good ana gracious, and that his tender 
mercies are over all his works. 

2. Another argument against cruelty to 
animals is presented by the example of God. 
We are required to be merciful as our 
Father in heaven is merciful. This precept 
relates chiefly to our conduct towards our 
fellow-creatures, but it extends also to our 
treatment of the inferior animals, for God 
shows us an example of mercy in his deal- 
ings with them. “Not a sparrow falleth 
to the ground without the knowledge and 
permission of your heavenly Father.” “ He 
covereth the heaven with clouds, he pre- 
pareth rain for the earth, he maketh grass 
to grow upon the mountains, he giveth to 
the beast his food, and to the young ravens 
which cry,” Ps. cxlvii. 8, 9. The mercy 
of God to the inferior animals was beauti- 
fully illustrated by a very simple circum- 
stance, under the law, which the Psalmist 
notices with delight, it was in allowing the 
sparrow' and the swallow the protection of 
his altar, from which it was not allowed to 
drive tliern away. “ Yea the sparrow hath 
found an house, and the swallow a nest 
for herself, where she may lay her young, 
even thine altars, 0 Lord of Hosts, my 
King and my God.” The commands given 
to men to show mercy to the inferior ani- 
mals, and which we have already illustrated, 
also show the kindness of God towards 
these, the works of his hands. And wc 
cannot but believe, even though there were 
no express proof of the subject, that the 
God of all grace must delight in the happi- 
liess of the inferior creation, which he has 
made capable of enjoyments of various 
kinds, and is seen to provide so bountifully 
with necessary comforts and blessings. 
How wise and how good are the arrange- 
ments of providence towards the various 
tribes of irrational beings ! They are clothed 
with a covering nicely adapted to the na- 
ture of their mode of life, and to the de- 
gree of cold or heat which prevails in the 
particular climate w here they reside. They 
are also furnished with means flnely fitted 
for obtaining the particular kind of food, of 
whatever description it may be, which is best 
adapted to their natures, and most condu- 
cive to their happiness, and usually possess 
it in great abunaance. They are farther 
provided with a power of defending or of 
protecting themselves from their natural 
enemies, some by their strength, and 


others by their instinctive cunning, and 
some by their agility or swiftness. All 
of them enjoy much happiness, and at cer- 
tain seasons it is so exuberant that they 
discover it by the most obvious signs of 
gratulation, whilst their ordinary state is 
one of composed and serene satisfaction. 

But ample as is the evidence which the 
condition of the brute creation furnishes of 
the goodness of God, we do not see them 
enjoying at present all the happiness which 
God intended that they should possess. 
And, in making this remark, we do not now 
allude merely to those encroachments and 
invasions on the peace of the animal world 
which the cruelty of man instigates him to 
commit, but to that more general calamity 
which has befallen both man and beast 
by the sin of our first parents ; “ so that 
the whole creation groanelh and travaileth 
together in pain even until now.” They 
are involved in sufierings consequent upon 
the fall of man, being committed, as it were, 
to the same fortune with us, and partaking 
w'ith us of the privations, sorrows, and dan- 
gers, which w'o have brought upon our- 
selves by our guilt and disobedience. And 
w’c ought to take pity upon them the more 
on this account as oiir blameless fellow'- 
sufferers ; and, instead of aggravating, di- 
minish, as far as we can, the necessary evils 
of their lot. This is to resemble our hea- 
venly Father. He has sent the Gospel to 
remedy the effects of the fall to us ; and we 
should try, as far as in our pow er, if not to 
remedy, at least to lessen the evils of the 
fall to our hapless fellow-sufferers. Grati- 
tude as well as duty urges to this. Our 
own sorrows should teach us to Sympathize 
with the distress of others, and our deliv- 
erance should dispose us the more readily 
to assist and relieve them. If a ship’s crew, 
for instance, after being shipwrecked, and 
thrown [upon a desert island, w ere fortu- 
nately to have a ship sent out to search 
after them, and to bring them home, how 
ungrateful would they be if, caring only for 
themselves, they were to leave the animals 
that were cast ashore along with them, even 
though it w'ere but a single dog, to bear all 
the horrors of starvation, w hilst they them- 
selves had escaped. The kindness of Go& 
to us in our low and lost estate should, in 
like manner, induce us to compassionate 
and befriend the creatures which, without 
any blame of their own, are involved in the 
consequences of our transgression. And 
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here it is worthy of bein^ remarked, that 
the latter-day glor}*^ is described in its 
peace and delightful return, by the circum- 
stance of amity and love being restored be- 
tween man and beast, as well as between 
nation and nation. For not only shall wars 
cease, and rapine and injustice be driven 
from the earth, “ but the wolf shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with tiie kid, and the cjilf and the 
young lion and the fatling together and a 
little child shall lead them. And the cow 
and the bear shall feed : their young ones 
shall lie down together ; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. And the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain ; for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 

3. Another argument against the sin of 
cruelty to animals we deduce from its ten- 
dency to harden the heart, and to injure 
the temper and feelings of those who habi- 
tually commit it. The temper and feel- 
ings, we all know, that are most indulged, 
become predominant ; and a man, there- 
fore, who unscrupulously vents his ill nature 
and passion against a beast, will become 
severe, harsh, and even savage in his turn 
of mind. He may strive, from various 
considerations, to check that anger or ma- 
lignity in its outbreakings against his fellow- 
creatures which he indulges towards the 
animal creation j but the ruling passion 
will hurry him along, and he will find the 
attempt to suppress it exceedingly difficult, 
if not altogether impossible. A man ac- 
cordingly who is cruel in the treatment of 
his animal cannot be a good husband, a kind 
parent, a humane neighbour, or a gentle 
and tender friend. It is even impossible 
that he should, however much he may try 
to be so. Cruel and tyrannical to the 
beasts that he works, he will of necessity 
carry the same temper into the relations 
and transactions of human life, and be an 
offensive, a violent, and even a dangerous 
member of society. Men cannot change 
their dispositions like their dress ; but 
whatever disposition they encourage, it 
wiU become habitual and natural. Now, in 
this respect, cruelty to the inferior animals, 
is connected with great detriment and injury 
to yourselves. It makes you sullen, rude, 
ferocious, wrathful, apt to strike, iinpatieut 


of contradiction, and prone to every evil’ 
work. Nor is there any cause for thecruci 
treatment of the brute creation. They are 
often ignorant of the reason why it is in- 
flicted, or incapable of avoiding it even if 
they did know'. Tho wrath and beating 
inflicted upon them is usually a passionate 
and senseless wrath, like that which a fret- 
ful, impatient man when annoyed would 
show even against an inanimate thing. It 
is often a mere wanton show of ill humour. 
If there is an offence, perhaps some one 
else has given it — as a master or somebody, 
but the poor brute must feel the effects of 
it. And thus the inferior creation, parti- 
cularly the domesticated part, have not 
only to do the work of man, but to bear his 
spleen and endure his senseless anger. And 
this many think there is no evil in, just be- 
ciiuse they can strike or maltreat a beast to 
a considerable extent, without being amena- 
ble to the law’s of man. But they are not 
left without their punishment for this even 
in the present life, and hereafter they shall 
find all their cruelties recorded against them 
to their eternal damnation. In the present 
life they suffer in their souls ; they become 
a prey to their own vile and revengeful 
passions, and spend their lives in a con- 
stant storm of anger at something or ano- 
ther. They also suffer by being spurned 
and disrespected by all w ho hate the cruel 
and w icked man. And they farther suffer 
in being unhappy in all the relations of do- 
mestic and social life, even the nearest and 
most interesting. We have somewhero 
read of u Roman magistrate, that when 
w'alking in a solemn procession on the day, 
wc think, of his inauguration into office, a 
bird flew into his bosom, and took refuge amid 
the folds of his gow n. Instead of kindly 
cherishing the little visitant thus brought 
unexpectedly to him by an uncommon in- 
cident, lio rudely pluck^ it from his bosom 
and dashed it to the ground, where it w’as 
killed. On seeing this, he was immediately 
deposed from the magistracy by the people 
who elected him, as showing a temper ut- 
terly unfit for that honourable and respon- 
sible office, the duties of which require 
mercy to be mingled with authority. Now, 
if we saw a man showing cruelty to an anil 
mal, we should think ffim ill qualified ^ 
any employment whatever. We should 
fi»r that he was a cruel husband, an un- 
kind master, an austere parent, and a 
quarrelsome neighbour- We could have 
2 L 2 
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1)0 confidence in him, and would not rea- 
dily choose him for any situation which 
required kindness or good dispositions. But 
if the cruel man be thus hateful to our eye, 
what must he be in the estimation of that God. 
whose tender mercies are over all his works, 
and who, as we have seen, requires us to 
be merciful. Is he fit for heaven, that holy 
place where there is nothing to hurt or to 
destroy, but where love rules in every 
bosom, ''and binds all the inhabitants into 
one bond of the most endearing and holy 
intercourse? Or shall he not rather have 
his place assigned to him with those dark 
and malignant spirits, who delight in misery 
as their proper work, and who are con- 
signed to a state of congenial wrath, and 
enmity, and despair? 

4. Another argument against the sin of 
cruelty to animals is, that it is a mean and 
contemptible vice to which there is no 
temptation. It is the usual resource of the 
idle, the dissipated, the abandoned, and the 
cowardly. If you heard of a person that 
he was fond of attending upon dog fight- 
ings and cock fightings, you would conclude 
that, if a laibourer, he was not industrious ; 
if an artisan, that he was not skilful in his 
trade ; if a merchant, that he was not re- 
spectable or thriving in his business; and if a 
man of property, that he was not possessed 
<3f much dignity of mind or of character. 
There is no laudable object in such degrad- 
ing sport to engage the presence of a man 
of principle or to obtain his countenance. 
Almost any sin can say more for itself than 
ibis cun ; and though we do not think it 
extenuates a sin, that there is a temptation 
to it, we do conceive that it is a strong 
argument for avoiding a sin that it wants a 
temptation. And what but a love of vul- 
gar and low excitement gives zest to sports 
in M'hich animals are baited, tormented, 
mangled, and destroyed. It must be far 
from giving any pleasure to a good man, to see 
poor animals sacrificed as victims to a love 
of amusement, or to gratify the idle curio- 
sity of unfeeling spectators. The reason 
of man is nowhere seen in a more degrading 
light than when employed in exciting and 
superintending the brute combatants in the 
arena of animal warfare. And when it is 
considered that such a grievous misapplica- 
tion of reason cannot be made without a 
sacrifice of time and a neglect of important 
duties that cannot be justified, the mean- 
ness of the pursuit b not more contempti- 


ble than its guilt is heinous and detestable. 
What shall we say of that man who neglects 
the care of his family and the interests of 
his soul, that he may spend his days in the 
I low and dissipated society that congregate 
I for the miserable purpose of contesting the 
strength of their lavourite animals ? Is he 
employed in pursuits that are becoming the 
Gospel, or that can meet the approbation of 
God ? Is the company, and the conversa- 
tion, and the scenes in which he mingles, 
at all such as his own reason can approve, 
or his own conscience justify ? Does he 
not know that his life has been given him 
for a far higher and nobler end than to 
waste it in such degrading and brutal 
sports. We despise the ambition even of 
the conqueror who rides at the head of a 
triumphant army, when he aims at re- 
nown, by spreading around him misery and 
death ; but how infinitely more contempti- 
ble are those laurels which are gathered in 
the contested fields of brutal warfare, and 
by those who frequent the scenes of animal 
rage, where the fierce antagonists grapple 
with each other, and one or both sink in 
the agonies of death. Most mean and 
cowardly employment ! most unworthy of 
man, wno was formed in the image of God, 
and who provided so much high enjoyment 
in the fields of mental improvement or 
moral cultivation, and of religious duty. 
Are men possessing energies capable of the 
noblest and purest achievement, and who are 
but a little lower than the angels, to be seen 
without shame sporting themselves with the 
infuriated ragings of animal warfare, and 
letting themselves down, if possible, be- 
neath the very brutes in whose fierce con- 
tentions they find a source of malignant and 
unholy joy ? Could one suppose that men 
of such a degraded taste and mean ambi* 
tion, were possessed of the same nature 
with those eminent and distinguished indi- 
viduals who have adorned our species and 
illustrated our race, as philanthropists and 
sages, as apostles and martyrs ? What a 
difference in employment between the man 
who occupies his time in preparing for some 
trial of strength or swittness between his 
own animal and his neighbour’s, and the 
man who is employed in promoting tho 
temporal and spiritual interests of thousands 
and tens of thousands of his fellow-creatures ! 
Nor is this high labour limited to one fa- 
vourite class and denied to others, but may 
be shared in all. If you need excitement. 
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seek it not in mean and degrading pursuits, 
out in pursuing plans of private and public 
beneficence, in promoting the cause of the 
gospel, in extending the Redeemer's king- 
dom, and in promoting your own salvation 
and that of your fcllow-men to the ends of 
the world. 

5. Another argument against the sin of 
cruelty to animals, w'hich we would urge, 
is, the crying injustice of such conduct. We 
have no right to abuse the inferior creation, 
although we have a right to use them ; and 
this is a broad and important distinction, 
and one that will be perfectly clear to every 
well-disposed individual who is willing to 
be governed by it in his treatment of the 
creatures. We have a right to use the 
inferior creatures to assist us in our labours, 
according to their strength and capacity, 
and also for our sustenance in the case of 
those that arc proper for food ; but we have 
no right to agonize their frames, to sport 
with their sufferings, or to embitter their 
existence. They arc included beneath the 
law of mercy and kindness which extends 
to all sentient being, and its protection will 
be gladly conceded to them by every 
humane person. A righteous man re- 
gardeth tne life of his beast, but the tender 
mercies of the wicked are cruel.” A righte- 
ous man is one who is just or equitable, 
a person who renders to all their due, and 
it is said of such a one that he regardeth 
the life of his beast, that is, holds it in con- 
sideration. This implies that he takes a 
concern in its comfort, in its safety, and in 
its happiness. The righteous man, he w ho 
fears God, and who has a principle of duty 
in his heart, gives his beast what is just, 
and acknowledges its claim to his sympathy, 
his protection, and his care. He vvill not 
oppress it from recklessness, nor overwork 
it from avarice, nor maltreat it from malig- 
nant feeling, nor endanger it from fool- 
hardiness or a love of bravado ; but he w ill 
be tender of its safety, its w'ellbeing, and its 
life. He will give it a uniform and proper 
degree of care, and this not for his ow-n in- 
terest merely, but from a principle of duty, 
and because he feels it to be just and right to 
do so. Those persons, are persons of a de- 
praved nature and of a seared conscience, 
who can feel no obligation to do a thing 
w hich the law of man does not enforce, or 
which their own pecuniary interests do not 
demand. A beast is in bad keeping when 
it fsdls into such hands. They mind only j 


themselves and not it, and if they have any 
mercy it is from selfish and personal consi- 
deration, and not from any regard to the 
life of the beast. If it is not their own, but 
their neighbours, they will take their full 
use of it, and over-ride and waste it with as 
little remorse as though it were an engine 
or a hobby, and not a sentient creature, 
subject to exhaustion, to pain, to disease, 
and to death. But men of this description 
have no title to be called righteous. They 
are wholly destitute of that charity w'hich is 
the sura and substance of the law of God. 
It is selfishness and hardness of heart that 
form their character. Going the full length 
that they may w’ith impunity in caring for 
themselves, and disregarding others, they 
w'ould go still farther if they dared. They 
would treat their fellow creatures in the 
same manner as they treat a brute, with as 
little tenderness or regard, if they had it 
in their power. He that is unfaithful in 
that which is least, would be found also 
unfaithful in that w hich is much. Setting 
the law of mercy at defiance in the 0 )»e 
case, they would also disregard its voice in 
the other. But in no case can this law' be 
disregarded without sin and danger. The 
cruel man w ho injures the brute creation, 
and who withholds from them their due, 
may be passed by the law s of men for his 
offence, but he shall not escape the just 
judgment of God. His severe and tyran- 
nical usage of the despised and injured 
beast shall at last find an avenger, in the 
person of its Almighty owmer and rightful 
Lord, who will call him to an account for 
w’hafe he now considers lus irresponsible 
proceedings. No man is irresponsible ; 
and no cruelty will escape unpunished at 
the judgment of the great day. Then the 
whole conduct, yea, the whole dispositions 
and principles of men will be investigated, 
and every one shall receive according to 
the deeds done in the body, whether they 
have done good or evil. ** With the mer- 
ciful the Lord will show' himself merciful ; 
with an upright man he will show himself 
upright ; with the pure he will show himselt 
lire ; and with the froward he will show' 
imself froward. For the Lord will save 
the afflicted people, but will bring down 
high looks,” Ps. xviii. 25 — 27. 

Having brought forward arguments, we 
trust, sufficient to convince every one here 
present, of the guilt and baseness of the sin 
which is the topic of discourse, it might 
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tiow be proper to turn tbe current of 
your feelings and indignation against sontve 
of the more prevalent and heiiK)us forms in 
which the sin exists, with a view to exoose 
and condemn them. But as an attempt to 
do so wQuld necessarily be very limited 
and defective, and as it might turn your at- 
tention upon particular acts of injury, more 
than upon the necessity of abstaining from 
all injury whatever to the brute creation, 
we shall not at present engage in it. We 
would merely notice some of the causes 
which most commonly lead to the commis- 
sion of cruelties upon the brute creation ; 
which will, perhaps, lead you as well into 
an acquaintance with this part of our sub- 
ject as the particular enumeration of specific 
acts of cruelty. One of these is mere 
thoughtlessness and wantonness. Much 
cruelty arises from this source. The ani- 
mal is hurt, and perhaps injured for life from 
the act of a single moment, which the person 
concerned never reflects upon any more. 
This charge is often to be brought against 
the young, w’ho have a thousand ways of 
tormenting and cruelly destroying the do- 
mestic animals, from no other motive than 
mere love of mischief and frolic. What is 
sport to you, my young friends, is pain and 
perhaps death to them. And, surely, tender 
as your age may be, when you seriously 
think of it, you must be sensible that you 
are committing a most unjustifiable and 
heinous action, when you trifle with the 
iiufferings,and rejoice overthe dying agonies 
of an inoffensive animal, the victim of your 
cruel play. Does not your heart condemn 
you? and is not God greater than your 
heart, and he knoweth all things. Avoid 
then all such acts of cruelty yourselves, and 
fthun such associates as brutal and unworthy 
who are capable of committing them. For 
what can be expected of youths who are 
unfeeling, but that they will, unless they 
repent, be bad and wicked men ? 

Another cause of much cruelty inflicted 
ujTOn the animal creation is avarice. For 
this cause they are over w’rought, and at 
the same time starved. The burden that 
raght almost serve for the strength of two 

laid upon one. And the old and infirm, 
fniiead of being released from toil, are con- 
tinued on, till they die under the very yoke. 

A third cause of this sin is the love of 
excitement. Hence the strifes, the con- 
flicts, and the struggles, which are got up 
•mong different animals few the amusement 


of their owners and others — the bear-gar- 
den, the race -course, the chase, and the 
cock-pit, are frequented mainly from this 
unwortiiv motive. Man, immortal man, for 
want of finding interests any where else, 
has recourse for excitement to the brutal 
conflicts of animal strength and rage. Has 
knowledge no fair fields to invite the en- 
trance of these otherwise listless men ? Is 
there no work of honourable and useful 
enterprise that can engage their time and 
their talents ? Have thejr so much leisure 
in their short span of life from the works 
preparatory for eternity, as that they know 
not w'hat to make of themselves? Oh! 
no ; these sports are not only sinful as being 
cruel, but as being a mad waste of precious 
time, and a perversion of the faculties of 
the soul of man from the high and sacred 
ends for which he has received such exalted 
endowments. 

But wc cannot go farther at present from 
a regard to your time and patience, neither 
can w'e conclude the discourse without ad- 
dressing you one word, upon a subject still 
more important and universally interesting 
than that vvhicii has been engaging our at- 
tention. Whilst we would beseetih you to 
have mercy upon the inferior creation, let 
us entreat you to consider your ovra souls 
w’hether you have mercy upon them. Cati 
you say with the Psalmist, “ Our soul is 
escaped as a bird out of the snare of the 
fowler : the siiare is broken, and W'e are 
escaped. Our help is in the name of the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth ?” Or 
can W'e say with the apostle Peter, Ye 
were as sheep going astray, but are now 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls.'^ Know your own value ; cstimato 
the worth of your immortal souls ; and flee 
from the w'ralh to come, by taking hold of 
the Saviour, and uniting yourselves to him. 
He came to seek and to save that which is 
lost ; and he would now win you back from 
the path of destruction ; he would deliver 
you from the snare of the devil, and he 
w'ould redeem you from death and from 
hell. Fly, then, from your enemies^ and 
take hold of Christ Jesus. Place your- 
seh'es under his protection, and employ him 
as your refuge. He is a gracious and a mer- 
ciful Saviour. He desires and he seeks only 
your well-being. He beseeches you to 
come to him, that he may heal your dis- 
eases, and forgive your iniquities and re- 
deem you from destruction. Ht is now 
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inviting you with the same earnestness to 
come to him as he formerly invited Jerusa- 
lem, when he wept over that devoted 
city, knowing its guilt and approaching de- 
solation : “ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that stonest the prophets, and killest those 
that are sent unto thee : how often would I 
have gathered thee as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings ; but ye would not."* 
What a value has the immortal soul of 
man, capable as it is of everlasting eiyoy- 
ment, or of endless misery, and destined 
to be the prey of ceaseless anguish and 
remorse, or the possessor of immutable feli- 
city in the heavens at the right hand of 
God ! We despise, in the animal creation, 
the silly victim of human guile, that is al- 
lured by some few grains of corn, to enter 
into the snares where it loses its liberty, and 
perhaps its life, in blindly catching at the 
offered bribe of the tempter. But, oh! 
where shall we find any folly at all equal to 
that of those who prefer the pleasures of 
ein to everlasting salvation, and who sacri- 
fice their souls for the deceitful gratifica- 
tions which Satan places in their offer! 
Could w’e describe to you what you lose, 
in neglecting the care of your souls, and in 
giving them a prey to temptation, you 
W'ould rather endure the greatest sufferings 
of the present life, than by living in plea- 
sure and wickedness, consign yourselves 
hereafter to everlasting destruction. You 
may obtain some conception of the value 
of the soul, by contemplating what God 
has (lone to save you from sin and from its 
fatal consequences. It was to this end 
his own Son came into the w'orld, 
,and preached himself to men, beseeching 
them to come and find life, and sent out 
apostles to beseech men in his stead, and 
laid down his life to make an atonement. 
Turn, then, to Christ, who has come up on 
£uch a gracious work, and give yourselves 


up wholly to him, that you may be saved 
from hell, and from Satan, and from death. 

And whilst you have mercy upon your 
own souls, walk in love and in mercy to- 
ward all men, and thus give evidence that 
ou are the children of God, your Father in 
eaven. Cultivate the blessed mind of 
Christ Jesus, who was gracious and com- 
passionate, and w'ho went about continually 
doing good. Make the case of others your 
own, and feel and act for them as you 
would wish them in like circumstances to 
do for you. Let your affectionate regards 
embrace all men, and let your offices of 
kindness be as extensive as your means. 
Allow no other restriction to lie upon your 
disposition and willingness to do good, but 
what arises from the necessary limits 
which must somew’here or other circum- 
scribe man’s utmost efforts. And confine 
not your concerns and your beneficence 
merely to the relief of the diseases or the 
temporal wants of your fellow-creatures. 
If you have learned from the Gospel, you 
will know that it is not in outward things 
that man’s happiness mainly consists, but 
that it depends upon the state of his soul, 
upon his interest in Christ, and upon his 
enjoyment of divine grace. 

Overlook not the best interests either of 
yourselves or of your fellow-creatures. Seek 
the present, and also the future happiness 
of all men. Let it be the burden of 
your prayers, the object of your lives, 
your highest ambition, to be useful ; and 
let it be your proudest reward, to have in 
any degree lessened the burden of human 
misery, or to have augmented the sum of 
human happiness. “ Blessed are the mer- 
ciful ; for they shall obtain mercy may 
this be your portion, through Christ Jesus, 
to whom with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit be ascribed everlasting glory and 
praise. 
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ON CHRIST’S AGONY AND PASSION; 

A SERMON PREACHED ON 12Tn JULY, 1835 

By the Rev. DUNCAN M‘CALLUM, 

Minister of Aruaig. 


** My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death*'' — Matt. xxvi. 38. 


Nothing is more astonishing than that 
die Son of God shotild assume our frail 
nature, and sojourn on earth ; but having 
taken upon him our nature with all its infir- 
mities, we need not wonder at any j)art of 
his sufferings, none of which was greater 
than that which made him express the 
memorable words chosen as the text. In this 
passage of Scripture is described a scene the 
most interesting to a Christian that could be 
brought before him. An awful solemnity 
is drawn over this place, I may say of soli- 
tude, in which the Saviour, with a few of 
his disciples, are represented in the act of 
private devotion I It was an ancient cus- 
tom to retire to high places to worship. 
The grandeur of lofty scenes of nature, and 
solitude, and silence, is wdi adapted to pro- 
duce the greatest effect on the mind, wdiere 
the SQul is poured out in adoration. Hence 
holy men retired from the w'orld, and paid 
that religious homage to the Lord of nature, 
in places where the surrounding scenery 
assisted to inspire and exalt the feelings 
that filled them with solemn awe ! 

I When a man is to appear on any scene 
in which he is to make a public exhibition, 
or to discharge any duty of importance, it 
is necessary that he should make some pre- 
vious preparation. The commander of an 
army retires from the tented field, and is 
found in solitude, or on a mountain side, 
surveying the ground, and laying the plan 
of battle, or concerting measures for future 
operations. The man of business retires 
into his closet, if a religious man, and shuts 
himself from the bustle of the world, and 
endeavours to call home his thoughts from 
worldly concerns, that he may be enabled 
to lift up his soul to the Most High ; and 
when he sees the last scene in which he is 
to act on earth before him, and is made sen- 
sible of the approach of death, will, or ought 
to set his house in order, and to fortify him- 
self by the promises of the Gospel of truth. 
Such, then, was the scene of Gethsemane ! i 


The hour w'as drawing near in which the 
Son of God was to be betrayed into the 
hands of men — the Saviour of the world to 
be put to death, by those whom he would 
save? This scene opens up to us an 
event the greatest and the most impor- 
tant ever known, with circumstances the 
most interesting in every particular. A per- 
sonage of the highest distinction, so marked 
with the greatest humility, so full of conde- 
scension and of love, so beneficent and bene- 
volent in all his actions and conduct to- 
wards men, to be caught, as he foretold, as 
the meanest culprit, and condemned as the 
worst of malefactors — all which presented 
themselves before his mind, and made him 
exceeding sorrowful ! The ingenuous 
mind feels more in anticipation than in the 
actual hour of pain and suffering. The 
tender-hearted Jesus, who wept over Jeru- 
salem, the 'compassionate friend of the en- 
tombed Lazarus, whom he raised from the 
dead ; He who sympathized with the widow, 
to whom he restored her only son, that her 
neighbours was carrying to the grave — had 
now all his own sufferings in view ; but there 
was none to sympathize with him in the 
awful hour! , His followers ? No. One oi 
them betrayed him. The self-confident 
Peter denied him I They all fled. He 
knew it in the time of his agony ! He fore- 
saw the whole. He was to be nailed to the 
cursed tree. He was to suffer the shameful 
death of the cross. And was not this too 
much for the innocent ? But this w as not 
all, nor a great part of his sufferings. It 
w'as enough to make him sorrow ful, to over- 
cast the mind with the gloomy and sad feel- 
ings that ingratitude is apt to stir up in a 
pious person, conscious of doing good to 
those who requite his benevolent deeds with 
evil. But “ his soul w^as exceeding sorrow- 
ful, even unto death.” What a state! 
“ And he fell upon his face, and prayed, 
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me.” Wicked men and 
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(le^ conspired against him, and had done 
what they could, persecuting him from the 
cradle to the grave. But he was now to suffer 
more, much more than all combined toge* 
ther could do in their efforts to overwhelm 
the guiltless. He was to suffer the wrath 
of tlie Almighty. This was the bitter cup 
that made his soul exceeding sorrowful 1 
This was the bitter cup of which he was 
afraid, and that he would have passed from 
him if possible. This was what made him 
labour internally, till heavy drops of sweat 
fell from his body on the ground ; and this 
bitter cup which he drank, submissive to the 
will of his Father, that made him exclaim 
on the cross, “ My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me 

No wonder should his human nature 
shrink back at the sight of such sufferings ! 
As to what men could do, he like others 
might have suffered in silence, with this 
difference, which very much aggravates the 
pain, that he was perfectly innocent, and 
that he deserved good at their hands. To 
be, therefore, put to death between two 
thieves, was making the disgrace as flagrant 
as his enemies could have possibly done. 
But it was not for an alleged act of rebel- 
lion, or intended assumption of royalty : it 
was not for the pretended infringement of 
the law'S of an empire, or any thing con- 
trary to the customs of the nation, a people 
to whom he was sent, that he was to drink 
the bitter cup. It was for the sins of the 
world — our original and actual transgres- 
sions entailed on the posterity of Adam by 
tha fall. He had taken our transgressions 
upon himself, and was made a curse for us ; 
,and in this the bitter cup consisted. When 
we consider the Being that was to inflict 
the punishment, the Almighty, who made 
all things by the power of Ins word, bitter 
indeed must that cup have been — the cup 
of his wrath ! The Lord of nature, infinite 
and perfect, required full satisfaction ; and 
who could have given it ? The whole hu- 
man race could not. The greatest saints 
that ever appeared on the stage of life could 
not. No mere man is able to satisfy divine 
justice. The Saviour of the world knew 
it ; he gave himself a voluntary sacrifice for 
our sins. As he came to offer himself, he 
never attempted to escape from his enemies 
when, as he well knew, the hour w'as at 
hand. But the near prospect of his suffer- 
ings, which have no parallel in the history 
of the world, almost overwhelmed his hu* 


man naturei when he said, as St. John re- 
lates, ** Now is my soul troubled ; and what 
shall I sav? Fi^er, sa^e me from this 
hour.** The evangelist Luke informs us, 
that an axi^el appeared to him from heaven, 
strengthening nim, when he, being in an 
agony, prayed more earnestly, and his sweat 
was as It w ere great drops of blood falling 
down on the ground; yet was he always 
submissive to the will of his Father. “ Never- 
theless not as 1 will; but as thou wilt,’* 
were the words he added in concluding the 
prayer. “ And he went again the second 
time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if 
this cup may not pass aw'ay from me, except 
I drink it, thy will be done.” He prayed 
the third time, and came and told his dis- 
ciples that the hour w^as at hand that he was 
betrayed into the hands of sinners ; they 
might now sleep on ; the agony w’as over; 
he W'as perfectly reconciled to his Father’s 
will. 

II. Such was the scene in which he felt 
in the most lively manner all the contumely 
and disgrace heaped upon him by an evil 
generation ; and w e have endeavoured to 
uescribe what might have been observed by 
the disciples whom he took with him when 
he began to be sorrowful and heavy. B:it 
the scene that lay before liim, and whicii 1 c 
alone saw when in agony, as well as knew 
w’hen he foretold his sufferings, was near, 
and was laid open to the world when the 
hour came. It may not be improper to 
bring it before you on this occasion, when 
you are come to commemorate his death 
and sufferings. It w'as this scene that ren- 
dered the other memorable ; that caused 
the travail of his soul, while suffering in an- 
ticipation ; that filled his innocent mind 
with heaviness. 

When a man is troubled about any im- 
portant matter, his mind is confused ; his 
reason is called into exercise ; he is made 
to think upon it seriously and frequently, 
endeavouring to extricate himself from diflS- 
culties, or prepare to accomplish his under- 
taking in the most proper and best way. If 
he feel himself unable to perform what he is 
desirous of performing, or is incumbent upon 
him to do. and finds himself forsaken by 
those in whom he placed hope, or that he 
cannot rely upon such as should assist him, 
he, if he fear his Maker, will look up to 
him, and place his confidence in him. He 
is the God of his salvation, and he trusts in 
him. Then his mind beoomoe settled He 
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lubmiU to bis will, who has ordained all 
things for the best. He believes that 
through his grace, his trials and trou- 
bles will ultimately tend to his advantage ; 
and in this belief he will receive grace 
to strengthen his faith, and to confirm him 
in his hope. He will say, Thy will be 
done. Lo! Christ’s human nature. And 
while he yet spake, Judas, one of the twelve, 
came to betray him. He came with a great 
multitude, armed with swords and staves, 
to apprehend an innocent person. They 
came with authority from the chief priests 
and elders, a promiscuous multitude, made 
up of many from the rabble, many of them 
probably ignorant of the cause for which he 
was to be apprehended, but all fully deter- 
mined to take him. They came out to take 
him as a thief with swords and staves. 
They seemed not to know the pacific life 
he led, the few followers he had, nor that 
he was every day among them, never 
attempting to fly aw^ay nor conceal him- 
self. He made no resistance, but checked 
him who drew his sword. He healed 
the ear of the servant of the High Priest, 
saying, at the same time, that had he 
pmy^ to his Father, that he would give him 
ten legions of angels ; showing his power 
in a manner that was more obvious to the 
senses, as St. John relates, (xviii. 6.) ** As 
soon then as he bad said unto them, I am he, 
they went backvi'ard,and fell on the ground.’’ 
But the band of men and oflicers, from the 
chief priests and Pharisees, were obeying 
orders — were acting in ignorance of the 


truth. Some might have been inexcusable* 
as the men most likely came hither like those 
who gather a mob, and are bent on mischief. 
Judas, one of the twelve who followed the 
Lord, and w'as intrusted with the scrip, and 
experienced his love and kindness, and 
heard his doctrines, had not a shadow' of 
excuse. He sold him to his enemies for 
thirty pieces of silver. He, after concluding 
the bargain, sought opportunity to betray 
him. He gave them a sign, and observe 
the insidious way he took to accomplish his 
design. He came to Jesus and said, Hail, 
Master, and gave him a kiss. We shall not 
enlarge on the character of a person who 
could have attempted to deceive in such a 
manner. His master might have turned 
him away with scorn as he merited, and might 
have told him, in presence of the multitude, 
what he deserved. But the meek and lowly 
Jesus only said, “ Friend, wherefore art 
thou come ?” Yet this act of one of the 
disciples must have caused more pain to the 
tender, compassionate mind of Jesus, than 
the band of men and officers, who came m 
that threatening attitude with swords and 
staves. His words, I am he, made them 
fall back on the ground ; yet his saying to 
the traitor, “ Friend, why art thou come T 
had no eflect on the hardened heart of the 
covetous Judas. He felt not, and he re- 
pented not till it was too late ! and this act 
of the traitor linked the scenes of his agony 
to that of his passion, which closed with 
these words, “ It is finished !” 

( To he Continued.) 
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sa^ngf ; and be proposed My <jbd, fot^ 

bad bm sttiwd op sidtea ine?” How bard c 

IW' fdtiSls and elders, and that became ctOTiml Son oCGodI Tbisy<^tbe:l^ 
ctamOrOiOB, a notable prisoner, 4s the go- he foretold to Ms followers, and^^as near 
vernor was wont to relieve to the people*^, wbenin agony I The Lamb. of 
prisoner at the feast. They raised their up a sacrifice for the sins of his people! 
yOice in favour of Barabbas, when they ail ** Jesus, when he had cried again with a 
smd, lesni be crtyafic^^ f^ibte see- iowl yioMed 

ing that ha^oouldnotfujev^ M persuading bOb(^ the Tail of the temple 
them, or in appeasing the people that was twain from the top to the bottom ; and the 
raising a tumult, took water and washed earth did quake, and the rocks rent ; and 
his hands before the multitude, saying, I the graves were opened, and many bodies 
am innocent of the blood ofthis just person, of the saints which slept arose, and came 
see ye to it/’ His enemies were not yet out of the graves after his resurrection, 
satisfied. All the people answered, ** His and went into the holy city, and ap- 
blood be upon us and upon our children.” peared unto many.” This scene pass^ 
Jesus was scourged and delivered to be not unnoticed. The enemies of Jesus were 
crucified. To the injustice of sentence not the only spectators, nor such as were 
of death, and the iniquitous poceedin^, passing by the only witnesses of his suffer- 
they must have racked their ingenuity in mgs, nor w'cre all hardened sinners, whose 
exhibiting him in the mock show of royalty, minds were not open to conviction. All 
putting a robe of scarlet upon him, w'ho nature saw the distressing and shameful 
plainly told that his kingdom was not of this scene, and felt, and was shocked. “ The 
world, and saying, “ Hail, King of the Jews!” earth quaked ; the centurion and those that 
and spat pn him, and took a reed and were with him watching Jesus, feared.greatly, 
smote him on the head, and, after debasing saying, “ Truly this was the Son of Gojd.” 
him as much as in them lay, they put ,on Ms Such a scene never passed before the 
own robes and led him away to crucify him. eyes of man. Never had angek seen the 
Yet were they not weary of showing their li^, Jpsus was a man of sorrow; be was 
malevolence alone b> the most benevolent per- made acquainted with grief at an early 
son on earth, at Golgotha they gave him period ; bqt here he achieved the gseatcat 
vinepr to dripk, mingled With gall Having action w the records of time. He trod the 
crucified him— nailing him to the cross— | wine press a|one, aad of hb people ^pne 
they parted his garments, casting lots, ful- was non© with h}m. He obtained victory 
filling the apmept proj^hecy, and set ^ over over death and the grave ! He fulfilled all 
his head hb accusappn, written, “ This is the ancient prophecy conoerning him, and 
Jesus, the Kipg of the Jews.” When nailed eatii^ed divine justice, 
to the tree— hand and foet— between twp To conclude. Ye have assembled thb 
tMeves, they that passed by reviled Mm,; day, Christians, to commemorate the death 
wagging their heads, and saying, Thou that and sufferings of your Lord and Saviour, and 
destroyest the temple and buildest it in, we have endeaypured to exhibit to you^^^C 
three days, save thyse|f, if thon be the Son of scenes iqfmn which these happened, in amim- 
God eome down the cross.” Likevrise perfect way, indeed, but so as to mahe you 
did the chief priests, scribes, and Mders. see how much he has done and suffered 
The thieves, also, thpt Were cnM^edMpng, mankind ; and which will make all 
vrith him, cast the safoe in hb te^tp. Thus partakers of the supper of the Lamb of CfW 
did wicked men,v(jhat diey oopla, yet was thb day understand* better than we Cfu^ 
he like a lamb bnouffh^ nntq the slaughter, press, how mmjh be loved the souls of inw* 
and he opeped not bis tnopth. ^^t he auf- andMso thn eiiimty ofsiafid inap to bte^l^ 
fered much ^oie than Ms enemies ^bnd We shall not ask you how mHch 

m jsajre uMe fenl? How ytm.simspmbism ? **** 

htt, o^ MS|ibIe to ^ve ought ^ oo^ yOdr^^f^^ we 

Now, from the sixth wn% " tlm cmmNf^ of Ms de^ 

# the Isnd ma^ ^ ’ W No? wdlHWStooforge ontV 

bour,” 11^ in a #«de ps 
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him, but, we would 
Mk, liable yon ev^r Mt that eemk^riti yomr 
l»eatti whitm sin put between G®d andf man ? 
i»d‘ have yoa ncft been girded in^ die epint 
Ibr it ? Hare yon not repented with s^sm 
and' deep humility ? Have -you not loved 
him, who first loved you and die whole 
with wjspeakable love, with all yo«r 
and eoul, and strength^ and mind ? But 
if;^ on the contrary^ j^ou have loved the world> 
your own desires, inclinations, habits, pre^ 
judices, or whatever is forbidden by the 


word of;Ged^I msiM you, that youJbawi 
b^tk htn'i^ps^ life and gloiiyi 

And, ato whai you ha?eheard,.w^^ 
not say, ** is k posttbfe that we should crucify 
or persecute u>bmig^80*be»«fokutaiidiuat W* 
it is* my fn«ndsi.the ^ul- n^ fallen 

man that must be lugmierutad <nr renewed, 
to lead you to it. May He who /oieuted all 
things by the word of hie povror,,fl«eate iu 
you a clean hestft, and renew within yw a 
tight s^Hiit, and to his nasner be all pmiisea. 
Amen;^ 


THE PEACE WHICH JESUS PROMISES TO HIS DISCIPLES ; 


By the Rev. JOim 

oC the Secession Church, ^hnstoae. , 

Tkese tlmm t hate ^kemmto yon, that m me>yn tnigM hme paaee, MJSe world 
ye $kall hate tribniation: bwt be cf yaod eheeri I ham fmereamtAhe^ wvrlA'*-^ 
John nvi. 33,. 


In these words, the Saviour and his die* proof of this, he caikthem together; eabi 
dpto are- presented to ua in a vary inte^ wkh them the jmadial supper for 
resting point ofview.. Haring almost ^shed time; coadesoeads^ so far as to wash their 
his course, he is about to l^ve* the world feet; institutes: the ^ sacred. memoiiai^ of. his 
and them, and to^ go to his Father; and love and death ; and, tben^ in the nmst 
they were soon to be detnired of the pre^ aiieodonute; mannet; addieuea to tbemi^at 
•enee and instructions of their best fiiendh farewell duKKimse, full of divine, cotnsda^ 
andi to be sent out into a world tlmt was to of which the text is the conclumoni In^his 


rise up in arms agednst them. As the 
^viour was not only a partaker of our na- 
ture, but possessed all the best feelings of '| 
humanity in a state of perfection, we may 
well suppose that, on the present occasioti, 
he would fully display the heart of a friend. 
It is at the hour of separaUoii that all the 
finer sen^bilities of our nature are excited 
and eaUed forth into eicercise. Then the 
heart, touched by the moving hand of sym- 
pathy, discovers those latent and tender 
afihctions W'bich constitute the basts and; 
perfection of genuine friendship. Then 
some words of tenderness and love are mu- 
tually exchanged, when the full heart allows 
utteranee to tW tongue ; and some kindly 
actions are mutually performed, to soothe 
and support the soul (iudng absence. 

When the hour of his departure arriv^, 
the Baviour dkoov^d a deep and trnider 
concern^ bmk for the present and fotore 
walfm^ hii diseirfus. ** Having loiwedi 
Ids own which were in the world, he laved 
thm e!ndv^^ indtddtaliie 


dtsconrse, there it no glittOf* of omaaient, 
none of the false beauties of eloqaence, but 
the fullest display of the love and teiuier- 
ness of the heart. The true, the lang-tiied, 
the unfailing friend is, in evevy verse and 
line, fully set befiire os. Butin this dis- 
course you cannot fail to observe a striking 
peculiarity. The Saviour not only leacb 
the minds of bis disdples to those suljleem 
th^ were well calculated to soothe and sup- 
port them, hut edso to those which were 
equally fitted to^ awaheii and dmm thdr 
fears. He speaks to thea in die plidiiejit 
terms of coming tnbuktion. The men of 
the world, at the hout! of sepmatioii, aiudi- 
ously avmd apeaking unplaasaat trutlm tp 
their frieadfe,, however neioeifitftiy and impor- 
tant these may fee, Nayi, ev«i good mon» 
at the sanie pendd^ am^fren ready to diw^l 
on the aiBooih and ptoiwaast aide of 
and to\ina{nre theMpe of fiifrwe 
grandito I 

babiikyt and tbe. Bdsfe 

But 
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tbe Saviour, ^yoyed liiinself to be the best 
friend, beicati^c, oh all occasions, when ’ne*» 
be tpld his friends the truth — the 
undisguised truth. Thus, at the trying 
ijibinent when the words of the text were 
uttered, while he amply promises them all 
ipy and peace in believing, he also most 
|>lainly tells them that they were to meet 
mih sorrow, trouble, and persecution. “ In 
the world ye shall have tribulation.” Here 
he tells his friends the whole truth; but 
however discouraging to them, in the mean- 
time, these words might be, yet in the end 
they would prove one of the sources of their 
joy and strength. 

The words of the text were first addressed 
to the disciples, to comfort and support 
their minds under all the cares, and diffi- 
culties, and dangers of their apostolic life ; 
but they wore not spoken for their sake alone, 
but for the sake of his people and servants 
in every age of the church. These, as well 
as the disciples, must have tribulation in the 
world of one kind or another ; and, there- 
fore, the compassionate Saviour, who loves 
all his people, had their comfort and sup- 
port also in view when he said, “ These 
things I have spoken unto you, that in me 
e might have peace. In the W’orld ye shall 
ave tribulation : but be of good cheer ; I 
have overcome the world.” 

I, I shall speak of the peace which 
Jesus here promises to his disciples ; and, 

IL I shall show how his words are fitted 
to maintain their peace of mind, amidst all 
the tribulations of the world. 

I. Of the peace here promised to the 
disciples. 

1. It is spiritual peace. This plainly 
appears from this consideration, that it was 
to be enjoyed by them while they were to 
have tribulation in the world. Besides, this 
is the peace which Jesus promises to his 
disciples in these words : “ Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you ; not as 
the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
|iot your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.” From the connexion in which 
these words stand, it is evident that this 
peace is a fruit of the Spirit, whom the 
Saviour had promised to send to his dis- 
ciples, under the designation of the Com- 
forter, who was to abide with them for ever, 
and to lead them into all truth. This peace, 
theUf is a fruit of the Spirit’s gracious ope- 
^ions on the souls of believers. It flows 
from a well-grounded persuasion of our re- 
j|^p<uliatioa to God tl^^ough atoning 


blood of Christ, from the gradual mortifloa- 
tion of sin in the soul, and froth the hope 
of eternal life. “ Now the God of hope ml 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
ye may abound in hope, through the power 
of the Holy Ghost.” From these sources 
alone, spiritual or real peace can flow. We 
can enjoy no true happiness of which God 
is not both the author and finisher. There 
is an inseparable connexion between holi- 
ness and happiness. “ Without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord.” 

2. This peace is peculiar to the friends 
of Jesus. In me ye shall have peace. In 
the text, he addresses his friends only. His 
disciples were his only hearers, and in them 
he may be justly considered as addressing 
all those, in every age, who should believe 
on him through their word. All these shall 
have peace— that peace which Jesus pur- 
chased by his blood, and which he lives 
in heaven to bestow. They are all united 
to Christ by that one Spirit who dwells in 
him and in them ; and tney are all furnished 
with that precious faith by which, as we shall 
soon see, they obtain peace and rest to their 
souls from the grace and power of their liv- 
ing Head. “ My peace I give unto you.” 
But this peace is altogether peculiar to such 
persons. All the wicked are entire strangers 
to it ; because they are separated from Him 
who is the Prince of Peace, and utter 
strangers to that holiness W'hich is the cause 
or root of all true happiness. These men 
are joined to the world and sin. To such 
men there can be no peace. “ There is no - 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked.” 

3. The enjoyment of this peace is not at 
all inconsistent with the endurance of tribu- 
lation in the world. Those who know not 
God exclaim, These things are utterly in- 
consistent ! Who can have tribulation, and 
at the same time have peace ? When tri- 
bulation begins, peace ends I “ But we 
have not so learned Christ.” He has said, 

“ In me ye shall have peace. In the world 
ye shall have tribulation.” Both assertions, 
then, must be true, and consequently con- 
sistent. 

When, in the language of Scripture, wc 
describe the peace which Christians have in 
Christ Jesus as great, passing all under- 
standing, we do not mean that th^ are in 
all respects or perfectly Lappy. They are 
happy in some, frot not in other points ox 
view* Tliat they are happy, or nave true 
peace, in some respects, none can dmibl 
wholi^eTe the Bibie» , and have tasted that 



4oid hgmcmm4 bavfir peaoedb 

] Godtbek Saviour, 

Me^iliofli to the vt^ur an^^^tCiMilaitaefis pt 
: wir> fallh. But tms peac^ ^ I ha^ add, 
la s{untualr ls seated in the mind ; and what 
il now aay », that it may exiat, nay, be very 
exquisite, when the ChriuUcm has to endbre 
>the severest blasts of adverwty. In his bo% 
he may feelaickness and pain ; in his estate 
he may sidfer damage and loss ; by the ruth- 
less persecutor he may be hunted like a 
wild beast, cast into tlie dungeon, or put 
even to the torture; and, in his character 
and friends, he may auffer injury and loss 
greater and harder to be borne than any 
other injury or loss he may meet with in the 
vale of tears; and yet the peace of his 
mind, on the whole, may remain unruffled 
and undiminished. Think not that this is 
mere assertion ; that this sentiment is the 
mere child of imadnation ! In tlie history 
of the Apostles, after the ascension of their 
Lord, we have an ample and most appro- 
\prlate, proof and illustration of this delight- 
ful truth. Scarcely had he entered into his 
glorious rest at his Father’s right hand, 
when they had to enter on that scene of 
tadbulation which is pointed out to them in 
the text ; and their history, subsequent to 
that period, fully informs us that in the 
world they had tribulation. The Apostles 
were out of sight at that time — the best 
friends of truth and of mankind. They 
were the heralds of divine truth — the mes- 
^ mongers of heavenly peace. Their whole 
souls glowed with love to God, and with 
benevolence to men ; and, like their divine 
Master, they went about doing good. But 
they had to endure, or at least were con- 
stantly exposed, to almost every thing from 
which the human heart is most averse. 
They were suspected, hated, and reproach- 
,ed ; to fatigue, hunger, and want, they were 
no strangers ; they were scourg^ and im- 
prisoned; they were /persecuted, afflicted,, 
tormented. Some, t perhaps all of them, 
.knew that they were to meet with a violent 
death. 

But on any or all of these accounts* were 
they deprived of peace? No. *‘The 
. peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
iufif, kept riieir hearts v and minds through 
Christ Jesus, Hence we hear 3?aui speak- 
thusin his own name, and in that of all 
iis brethren We. are troubled on every ■ 

^si4©» yet not distressed!; we are perplexed, 
but not in despair ; .iperseeuted, hut ,no*t 
.forsaken ; cast down, but not destroyed;” 


'His 

[nhdvM _ 

€la^e3r-*^AfB^d hehaJd, 1 go bound 
the sphit hot knowing the 

‘things that shatl befall thi^e ; save that 
the Holy Ghost witnees^h in every city, 
saying, that bonds and abide me. 

But none of these things me, neither 
count I my life dear unto mysolt «o that I 
might finish my course with joy, and ..the 
imnbtry, which I have received of thp Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the gi^oe of 
God.” To the Corinthians he thus writer, 
“ I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding 
joyful m all our tribulation.” The Apostles, 
we are told, departed from the presence of 
the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer idiame for the name of 
Jesus. 

Thus you see how the Apostles had peace 
in Christ, while in the world they had tri- 
bulation. Rude and frequent as the tem- 
pests were by which they w'ere assailed, they 
could not destroy, nor even check fbe growth 
of that fair plant of heavenly origm, peace of 
mind, which their Saviour had planted in 
their souls, and which he was daily watering 
w ith the influences of his Spirit. And this, 
to a certain degree, is the * case with all Ihe 
people of God. In Jesus they have peace, 
while in the world they have tribulation. 
Some x»f them are destined to struggle with 
poverty and affliction all their life ; others, 
to sufler the saddest reverses of fortune ; 
.while others see one dear friend after an- 
other snatched from them by the unpitying 
and unsparing hand of death, and laid in 
the cold grave. But all this may take place 
and yet peace of mind may be enjoyed. 
For these things, disastrous as they are, 
cannot shut up the sources whence the 
Christian’s peace flows. Amid all these 
tribulations the saint of God can say, “ The 
X^rd liveth ; and Idessed be my rock ; and 
let the God of my salvation be extdted.” 
Rom. viii. 

4. The tribulations of the“worl4 have a 
tenden^ to interrupt, and often riq liftcr- 
rupt this peace. This is. plainly imj|iea in 
these words, “ B© of good cheer ; X have 
ovenjom© the world.^’ did the SaVi- 

our add th^ y^rds, if that peace 
promised his lollowers conid suftb^ fd In- 
terruption ftom the yvorld. fie hid tmd 
them that they, were to be hated of aftSten 
forhis naine’s^e, Uc knew that the^jrorid 
would prove a dreadful Ip 

peape ; ftiat Its sorrowrs apd ;^|raepl|llhiis 
would often distdib their &|rs, ahd%i^se^^ 
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^ th«ir,:neW tli€ darkest prospects. lliU 
tkfj -^^osttes soon experienced. ** W© 
trpuld not, brethren, have you ignorant of | 
0 ^ trouble that came to us in Asia, that 
ve were pressed out of measure, above 
i^ngth, insomuch that we despaired even 
ojlife.” But Jesus says in the text, Con- 
fide in me, be not moved ; take courage and 
comfort to yourselves. I have already 
entered the lists with the world, with men 
and devils ; I have come off a conqueror ; 
and, by my death, resurrection, and exalta- 
tion to my throne of glory, will at last ob- 
tain a complete and final victory over the 
world, and all the opposition it can muster ; 
and, therefore, though the world may frown, 
rage, and harass, it shall not be able to take 
my peace from you. 

When we describe the Christian’s peace 
as most exquisite, we do not mean that he 
has the actual experience of such peace at 
all times. He has his days of sweet sun- 
shine, but also, his nights of gloomy dark- 
ness, When affiction comes on him, or 
those dear to him ; when riches take wings 
a.nd fly away, and chill poverty advances 
apace j when the tongue of calumny is 
whetted, and the sword of persecution b 
brandished against him, the Christian’s 
peace is disturbed, and, for a while, may be 
interrupted. When all things go contrary 
to the wishes and hopes of the human heart, 
where is the person now to be found who, 
in all respects, can feel and act like a Chris- 
tian ? Anxiety, sorrow, and fear are ready 
to seize on the heart ; mild cheerfulness to 
forsake the face, while the feet are ready to 
turn aside from, or to stumble in the ways 
of righteousness. One of the firmest be- 
lievers said in the evil day of sorrow and 
fear, “ All these things are against me, I 
^ -shall go down into the grave mourning.” 

5 . This peace shall never be totally or 
finally taken away from the Christian. 
This is the joyous truth which the text, as 
a whole, is oesigned to teach us. This 
peace is given by Christ the Prince of 
Peace. His love, wisdom, and power are 
engaged, and his faithful promises are 
pled^d ; he has given his people another 
comforter, who shall abide with them for- 
ever; he employs his word and ordinanoes— 
to maintain, promote, and peifect their 
peace. The thick tempests of adversity, 
then, may gather and rage ; but the faith- 
ful Saviour will not suffer their peace to be 
finally destroyed. “And ye now, there- 
we, tore sorrow ; but I will see you ag^, 


and your heart shall r^olce, and your joy } 
no man taketh from you.” 

II. I shall show how the words of Christ 
are fitted to maintain riie peace of people 
amidst all the tribulations of life. 

1. They tell Christians beforehand what 
they have to expect in the world, vis,, tribu- 
lation ; and, therefore, teach them to make 

S ation for it. God has in mercy con- 
from men the particular events of 
their lives. The particular knowledge of 
these would serve no purpose but to tor- 
ment men before the time, and to tempt 
them to endeavour to defeat the designs of- 
providence. Human life would be altogether 
insupportable, did we know beforehand all 
the vexations, pains, and losses we were to 
suffer, and all the dangers to which we were to 
be exposed, during the course of thirty or forty, 
or threescore and ten long years. Such 
would be the results of a particular know- 
ledge of our future tribulations. But this 
is not the result of general information on 
this subject. This is or may be productive 
of the very happiest effects. This tells us 
what we are to lay our account with at one 
time, and in one form and degree or an- 
other ; and thus it is a loud but merciful 
call to us to prepare ourselves for the event. 
Such is the information that Jesus has given 
us respecting our coming tribulations. It 
is very general. “ In this world ye shall 
have tribulation.” 

A principal part of the misery of man- 
kind arises from want of attention to such 
information. Men suffer the many keen 
pangs of disappointment, because they will 
indulge those wishes and hopes which ' 
general experience, the dictates of sober 
reason, and the word of God, pronounce to 
be groundless and extravagant. The votary 
of pleasure, wealth, fame, power, enters the 
path which respectively conducts to each of 
these, with the almost certain hope that the 
end he has in view will be attainea. Neither 
the sad experience of thousands of his pre- 
cursors in the same path, nor the sage in- 
structions and warnings of moralists, philo- 
sophers, and divines, can teach him the 
necessity of moderating his wishes and 
hopes ; of being cautious and diffident, and 
of maUng preparation for a failure or dis- 
appointment. Hence, the bitter anguish 
which many suffer when tribulation comes 
suddenly upon them, and all their towering 
hopes are levelled with the dust. But on 
the other hand, he is justly accounted a wise 
and prudent man, who employs every law* 
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iul method to ^ard ag*aiTist the evils, and 
to procure the necewaries and comforts of 
life ; but who always employs these methods 
tinder the secret but necessary conviction 
that, for any thing he knows, they may en- 
tirely fail of success. Ho thus prepares 
himself both for enjoying the blessing he 
desires, and for enduring the evils he mars. 

Such is the plan which the words of 
Christ teach all nis followers to adopt and 
pursue. He tells them that in the world 
they shall have tribulation ; and, therefore, 
most unWise will they be, if they expect un- 
interrupted enjoyment of any kind on this 
side of heaven ; and do not prepare their 
minds for those sorrows and disasters with 
which they may meet. Lay your account 
then, Christians, with tribulation at one 
time, or of one kind or another ; and this 
will have the happiest tendency to prepare 
your minds for the evil day. For when the 
dark clouds of adversity stretch oyei^vour 
heads ; whenl^ne pain seizes you, an^ one 
comfort is snatched from you after another, 
you shall be enabled to possess your souls 
in patience, and to say — this is nothing more 
than what ’from the words of Christ I had 
reason to expect. For support and comfort 
under such trials, I have often prayed ; and 
I still believe that the God, who comforteth 
those that are cast down, will not leave me, 
unpitied and unaided, to struggle with these 
difficulties. My Saviour has said, “ In the 
world ye shall have tribulation.” This is 
the general lot of his followers ; and what 
am I that I should expect to be an excep- 
tion ! 

Christians, are you now enjoying health 
and prosperity ? Lay your account with 
affliction and adversity at some future period, 
and prepare for them. Are you at present 
involved in tribulation ? Think not that 
some strange thing has happened unto you. 
This is the general lot of God’s people. 
Has tribulation come on you suddenly, 
and found you altogether unprepared for it, 
and is it this circumstance that renders it 
so irksome and oppressive to you ? Either 
ou have not diligently perused, or firmly 
elieved the words of Christ ; for doing so, 
the misery, arising from surprise and disap- 
pointment in reference to trouble and cala- 
mity coming unexpectedly, could not have 
been yours. Can any language be plainer 
than this, In the world ye shall have tri- 
bularion.” 

2. In the season of tribulation, ihe words 
of Christ direct the mind to effectual sources 


of consolation. Unhappy they on whom 
tribulation comes quite Unexpectedly, and 
who have nothing then to which they can 
have recourse for relief and comfort, but 
themselves and friends. Human fortitude 
and patience, indeed, and friendship, which 
is the balm of life, may do much to soothe 
and support the soul in adversity ; but in- 
complete and of short duration wfil that 
relief and comfort be, if the heart is a stranger 
to the consolations of the gospel. It is the 
word of Christ alone that can enable us to 
bear tribulation either with comfort to our- 
selves, or to the glory of God. Adversity’s 
awful form will scare aw'ay from the breast 
that heavenly guest, peace of mind, if it is 
not introduced, maintained, and cherished 
by the faith of the gospel. Without light, 
comfort, and aid from above, our peace in 
the time of tribulation must be interrupted 
and destroyed. “ What is the hope of the 
hypocrite, though he hath gained, when 
God taketh away his soul ? Will God hear 
his cry, when trouble cometh upon him ?” 

Now the words of Christ suggest to us 
those considerations, which are admirably 
calculated to maintain and promote peace 
of mind, even in the very season of tribula- 
tion, or of complicated and great distress. 
They teach us, that all our afflictions come 
from that God who made us, and has aright 
to do with us as seemeth good in his sight ; 
that they are richly deserved on account of 
our sins ; that God has a gracious design 
in afflicting us — to teach us heavenly wisdom, 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, the vanity 
of the world, and our need of Christ — to 
make us partakers of his holiness, and to 
prepare us for the heavenly rest ; that the 
same God, who is our God in the time of 
health and prosperity, is also our God in 
the time of {rouble and adversity ; that he 
rests in his love, and is as willing as able to 
help ns in time of need ; that ail things shall 
work together for our good ; that God is 
faithful, who will not suffer us to be tempted 
above that w^e are able, but will correct ns 
in measure ; that there is enough in the 
new covenant, in its precious promises and 
administration, to bear up ana comfort any 
afflicted Christian j and, that the Hearer 
of prayer has himself furnished us, in the 
rime of affliction, with such prayers as tbe 
following: — Be merciful untome, OClbSd, 
be merciful unto me : for my soul truateiffi 
in thee : yea, in the shadow of tht wings 
will I make my refuge, unriUhese calamities 
be overpast.” “ The troubles of my heart 
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viftre O briuff thou 4»e ^oiit of izry jl>ttt no whare elle. At if die finiScMr had 

4teeil^ Look upon miaemSiotwn «aid, ?©ry #oon you, loy ‘#ioipte8, 

, «Kud forgive all my eiasi^ Thaa in rhavo fiaiehed yow ooinae acoorok^ 

^4, in his love, power, and faithfulnfiss, wiU of ^fod ; all your irifeuladonBta^ 

4^^ted Christians, taught b;y the words of come to-a perpetoed end, and immortal joy 
^Christ, find comfort in the .thno of sorrow, shall succeed. Ye are ihey which l»ifc 
« shelter from eve^ storm, and strength to contmued with me in my temptations, and 
surmount every difficulty. ^ I appcant unto you a kingdom, as my Falser 

In the day of battle, thereis notlwhg that hath appointed unto me ; that ye may eat 
tends more ^fectually to support and ani- and .drink at my table in my kingdom, and 
mate the wmtior than the rbcollection of sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
tbe« heroic deeds of those who have fought Israel.*’ 


and conquered before him. Recollecting 
these, he scmms to yield ; he presses for- 
ward/ and seizes on the palm of victory. 
The words of Christ inform the Christian 
in the season of tribulation, how he is com- 
assed about with a great cloud of witnesses; 
ow, in allages,they endured with patience 
the ills of life ; how they loved not their 
lives unto the death, and overcame through 
the blood of the Lamb, and the word of 
their teBtimony ; and not only so, but how 
the Captain of Salvation himself fought, 
bled, and conquered ; is exaked to his 
throne, is wearing that bright crown, pur- 
chased by the price of his blood ; and how 
from that glorious throne, he b^olds with 
pity and approbation his faithful followers 
struggling against the full host of their ene- 
mies, and says, ** Be thou faithful unto 
death, ami I will give thee a crown of life,” 
“ I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” 
The Christian, seeing that he is compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
lays aside every wcig^it, and the sin that 
doth so easily beset him, aUd runs with 
patience the race that is set before him ; 
looking unto Jesus, the author and hni^er 
*of his frith. 

The words of Christ teach us that the 
time of our warfare and sufiforing is but 
short. Experience teaches us that our life 
cannot be long. We see our frienck imd 
neighbours around us, ^er the lapse of a 
lew year^ dropping into the grave, where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and where 
the weary are at rest ; and we cannot be 
/'O foolish as to think that we are destined 
to struggle with the ills of ^ beyond the 
usrf period of the life of man. Thus ex- 
p^ieoce tells US that all our present tribu- 
iarioBS will soon cotee to an ond. But 4t is 
the gospel alone that teadies the Christian, 
that all his sufifetings of every kind are to 
^ ^ confined to the snort span ^ hinnan Rfe. 
world ye shall have tribalation; 


Sudi w'ere the blessed prospects ^wiiich 
the words of Jesus set before his discnples, 
and which they still set before all his true 
followers. Nothing is better calculated to 
maintain and promote peace of mind in tlie 
season of trial, than the blessed hope which 
the Gospel inspires. What sorrows and 
pains w'ould we endure, and with wdiat pa- 
tience and cheerfulness, if we knew that 
they were to last only .fora day; that they 
were to he succeeded by long yearn of 
health and joyfulness, and that the endur- 
ance of them for that r short day was neces- 
sary to prepare us for the enjoyment of 
such blessings ? The period ; of the Chris- 
tian’s sufierings in this world is only a day, 
nay, a moment; and these sufierings are 
not only to be succeeded by, but are wisely 
appointed to. prepare him for an eternity of 
blessedness. “ Our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment^ worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
Why then, Christians, should the tribula- 
tions of life greatly move you, or disturb 
your peace ? They can last only for a few 
years at most, which, compared wifclr eter-» 
nity, are nothing. Soon shall the heart 
cease to and the eye to ^shed tears. It 

is now almost tw o thousand years akiee the 
disciples were completely and for ever re- 
leased from all the tribulations of the world, 
;and -were introduced into the joy of their 
' Lord ; and only a few short years have to 
elapse till all the discifdeB of Christ present, 
even theyoungestmot oxeepfod^ ahail be dis- 
bhargod from this wiufrre, and be singing 
rile isoug of Moses and the song of the 
Lamb. One hour m the presence of Christ 
vriU^zmke you to forget kU the tribulations 
* of the world, smkss* the remembrance o> 
them shall to ^ promote his glory, and 

to enham® ym^rgoys. Is it, then, a time 
of tribtdarion with you ? ** Lift i up your 
heads and rejoice : for the day of |OUr re- 
demprion drayreth nigh ” 
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Prom this subject, learn to rejoice in all 
your tribuktions. This is, indeed,. a very 
difficult lesson ; so much so, that none but 
Christ can teach it, and none but a true 
Christian can learn it. But to learn it is 
possible ; for we hear Paul saying, “ Most 
gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Therefore, I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, 
in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s 
sake; for when I am weak, then am I 
strong.” And that you may learn to rejoice 
in tribulation, consider well the grounds of 
Christian joy which the gospel exhibits, and 
your personal interest in Christ ; that it is 
your duty to rejoice in the most distressful 
seasons ; that you thus glorify God by ac- 
knowledging his justice, submitting to his 
will, and trusting in his mercy ; that you 
thus, in the most effectual manner, recom- 
mend the religion of Jesus to the attention 
and reception of all around you—fbr it appears 
most amiable and excellent in the life of an 
afflicted but cheerful Christian ; and that 
you thus take the best method for alleviat- 
ing your tribulations, and shortening the 
period of them j for whenever that God, 
who does not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men, sees that affliction has 
produced in his children the peaceable fruits 
of righteousness, he will turn away his 
anger, and comfort them. 

If you would have peace in Christ, while 
you have tribulation in the world, make 
yourselves familiarly acquainted with the 
M'ords of Christ. How well fitted they are 
to maintain our peace of mind amid the tri- 
bulations of life, we have already seen. But 
how can they afford us rich and lasting 
consolation, if we are ignorant of them, do 
not peruse and understand them, and know 
not how to apply them! Many a severe 
bodily pain we endure, because we know 
not tne proper remedy, or how to apply it. 
Many a distracting doubt and fear the 
Christian has to suffer, and. many a diffi- 
culty seems to be insurmountable, owing to 


the very same cause. Let the word of 
Christ, then, dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom. Read it daily, lay it up in your 
memories and hearts, seek grace firmly to 
believe it ; and thus it will be a light to you 
in the time of darkness, joy in the time of 
sorrow, and strength in the time of weak- 
ness. David experienced it to be such, 
“ Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 
light unto my path. This is my comfort in 
my affliction ; for thy word hath ^quick- 
ened me. Unless thy law had been my 
delight, I had then perished in mine afflic- 
tion.” 

Never forget that you have to contend 
only with vanquished enemies. “ Be of good 
cheer ; 1 have overcome the world.” Hav- 
ing spoiled principalities and powers, Jesus 
made a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them in his cross. He gave himself 
for our sins, that he might deliver us from 
the present evil world, according to the will 
of God and our Father. He triumphed 
over the world and all the powers of dark- 
ness in his sufferings and death, as your 
surety. He now sits at the Father’s right 
hand, till all his enemies be made his foot- 
stool. By the virtue of his blood, by the 
power of his Spirit, and by means of his 
word and ordinances, he will make you 
more than conquerors. The conflict may 
be sharp ; it cannot be long. Nothing shall 
be able to separate you from the love of 
Christ. Neither the smiles nor the frowns 
of the world shall allure or terrify you from 
the paths of righteousness. Ere long the 
Saviour shall appear to receive you unto 
himself ; that where he is, there ye may be 
also. Then the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads : they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee aw’ay. These things, 
(Christiansjl have spoken unto you, that in 
your Saviour ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have ti^ulation. But be of 
good cheer : He haiTovercome the world. 
Amen . 
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DOCTRINE A PARTICULAR PRQ^TIB 


'I^^ibotTine of a particolas PFOvitkiiQe 
lK>tb upon FOASoa and the Senp^ 

?^&a8on aad true philoaophy aavei* 
tempt to separate Goa froot ^ s works* We 
musi; own him- in the sky to hold the planets; 
ia their respeclave othita ; wo must ©wnt 
him in the earth, and iO; the seas, to keep 
them within theur proper hounds, and we 
must own him tluoogh the whole system of 
nature, to support mamtam that graii> 
tating, force which gives consistency and 
stabUUy to all material things. Reason 
tells at, that ilknot probable that the Gren- 
tor of tee universe would forsake that wbiid 
which he had made; that itis ni^ probable 
that a Beings possessed . of infinite perfec- 
tion, can be an idle and unooneomed spec* 
tater of Ms own. works. 

But our chief evidence for this doctune 
rests upon revelation* Mankind obtained 
earl^ noUcea of the divine superintendence, 
by peculiar interpositioiis. In the history 
of tee Old Testament,, we have an account 
of tee loss of paradise by sin ; of the ba* « 
nishment of Cain for the mur^r of his bro- 1 
ther; of the translation of Enoch, as the 
rew ard of his righteousness f of the wicked* 
ness of the old world, and its destruction by 
the deluge, Noah and his iumlly only ex* 
ccpted who, by the eminence of his piety, 
found grace in the sight of God to become 
the fateer of the new world. When this 
new wwld revolted from God, and ran into 
idolatry, we see Abraham calted out to be 
the h^ of a mighty nation^ which grow 
up and flourished, by a series of the most 
Wjonderful providences governed by laws 
of God^s own appointment.; with promises 
of protection and blessing, so long as they 
should be obedient, and threatening^ of: 
punishment and dest^ction, if they frll ofr 
to. serve other gods ; which In the event 
w ere punctuall^^ verified. Thi^ was a vim* 
hie apd a standing evidence of a govenung 
providence. The doctrine was flius esta- 
blished upon a higher authority than reason, 
and upon better evidence than the light of 
natuije. God revealed himself to men as 
the Governor of the world, the avenger of 
the wicked, and the protector of the good. 
But although in administering tlie affairs of 
the universe, the object of Providence should 
be to depress the bad and to favour the 
'good ; yet an exact retribution of rewards 
and punishments was notle of the ends of his 


admteistratem m this scene of things x tus 
would have defeated the plim of hfe provi- 
douoe^ and superseded iteceisity of a 
day of judgment*. Nevortiietess, he would 
frequeady interpose to punish signal wlcl- 
^ess^ or reward iiiustrious virtue* Thus, 
m the early ©f the world, be did often 
mkaetdouf ly uiteipose to le^ tee nations 
understand that he took notice of their 
righteous or uai%ht 0 ouB deeds ; teat he bad 
power te vunficate the honour of his Jaws ; 
and to make exaaiplea^ whenever it was re- 
quisite, for the( oorrection* and reformation 
of men* Mirtoulotts iuterposkione were* not 
intended to be; ponnanent orperpetual ; yeft 
the provideiioe of God was not to cease. 
Ajcoordingly,, ho; took caoe to infinsa us^ teat 
what la . the first ages he had done visibly, 
and hy adracles, he wotdd do in teo^ tatter 
ages by the in visible direotion' of natural 
cau^. 1^, Soripteres are< so ftdi of this 
imtioa» teat it. would be endless to he pai^ 
ticulaar. You mad the 28th chapter of 
Deuteronomy, where you will see ^ tee 
powers of nature summoned as^ matmments 
in tee hands of the Almighty; to execute 
the* purposes of hk wili^wtoe you wUi 
behold teem commissioned to* fevour the 
^od wkh national pro^^ty, with domes^ 
tic comforts, with safety from, their enemies 
with fruitful seasons, with a. numerous 
springs and with an abundance all bless- 
ing; commissioned to punish the wicked 
with national distresses, with iad%enca; 
wite slaveiy, with destructions and moles* 
tations of. every kind, by war, by femizie, 
and by ^ soitsof diseases. From all which; 
tee ptain inferened is this, that the most 
common and most, familkp events are under 
the direction of God, and by him are used 
as instrumeuta, either for tiheAurt or for tho 
good of men* 

How this particular provident opmntes; 
may, in some degree, be coaceived by us, 
2^, in his. limiteii sphere, can take stene 
direction of natural causes, You^oan direct 
the element of fire either to warm or to con- 
sume; tee elements of air -and w'ater to 
cherish and to annoy. Does hot that power, 
then, in a more illustrious manner, belong 
to God ? Is it not as easy for Him, tMnk 
you, to give laws to the tempest, where to 
spend its force ; to direct the meteor flying 
in tee mr,;; where to fall, and whom to con- 
sume the elements and subterrane- 

ous Rreft bound up ? He can let them loose. 
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Art they* btdkej0i lo^pe ? lie ean colte 
them as in the hollow of his hand. And all 
this he peeforiae, T «lihtngi»g^the 
general -system* and without wihie 
token te ns* that he is at all ooncepisnd, 
thcMigh in truth he is the effective agent 
In like manner, we may comprehend, in 
some measure, how £pod may direet, i^t 
only the motions of the inanimate and pas- 
sive part of the creation, but also the deter- 
minations of tree » ageats, to answer the 
purposes of his fwoVidence. The hesasts of 
men are in the hand of the Lord, as much 
as the rivers of water. This does not in 
the least destroy the freedom of ’human ac- 
tions. Every one knows that the acts of 
free agents are determined byciccumstanoes j 
and these circumstances are always in the 
hand of God. The disporirions and reso- 
lutions of men are apt to vary, according to 
the different turn or flow of their spirits, or 
their different situations in life, as to health 
or sickness, strength or weakiiiess, joy or 
sorrow ; and by the direction of these, God 
may raise up enemies, or create friends, stir 
up war, or make peace. Take, as an in- 
stance, the history of Haman. That wicked 
man had. long' meditated tim destruction of 
Mordecal rim Jew, and rather than not 
satiate his vengeaneo upon him, would in- 
volve the whole Jewish nation in utter de- 
struction. He at last obtained a decree 
sentencine this whole people to the sword j 
and the day was iked. In this crisis of 
their fate, how w’as the chosen nation to bo 
delivered? Was God visibly and miracu- 
lously to mteipose in favour of his own peo- 
ple? This be could have done j but he 
chose rather to act acoording to the ordinary 
train of second causes. He, who givetli 
sleep to his beloved, withheld it from Aha- 
suerns, the monarch of Becsia. In order to 
pass tlw n%hL he mdied tor the records of 
nis reign. There he found it written, that 
Mo^eeai had deteeted a conspiiacy Ibssned 
against the lito of the king* mid that he had. 
never been ^rewarded tor it. By 
circumstance, a sudden leverse to(dc|>laee. 
Mordeoai was advanced to honour and re- 
wards ; the vtHanjr of HemEum was detected ; 
the decree fatal to the Jews was mvoked ; 


and the nation Jews was saved from 
instant destruotibh^ In like manner, in the 
history of histories of the 

^ the moat faiuri- 
liar events made Inkiwments in the hand of 
God to effect the i>n^osee of Ms wiil. ' 
There is then a partimdar providence. 
The arm of the Almighty, reaching 
heaven to earth, is conrinUaBy %nipl 
Ail things are fall of God. In thO 
of the air, in the bowels of the eartl^itead 
in the chambers of the sea, his poWc^^s 
felt Every event in life is under bis dinaev 
tion and control. Nothing is fortuitous; tir 
accidental. Let me caution you, however, 
against abusing this doctrine, by ji^kig 
of the characters of persons from their out- 
ward circumstances. It is to be remem- 
bered, that the present life is not a state Of 
recompense, but a state of trial ; conse- 
quently, men are not dealt with in outward 
dispensations according to their true charac- 
ter. The goods of nature and of providence 
are distributed indiscriminately among man- 
kind. The sun shines, the rain falls, upon 
the Just and the unjust. It is a dangmons 
error, therefore, to judge of moral character 
from external condition In life. Thk was 
the error of Job^s foiends ; this the founda- 
tion of the censures they cast against this 
excellent person, and for which they were 
reproved. The intention of the Book of 
Job is, to show tlie falseness of thal.eup- 
position, by representing the incomptoh^ 
Bible majesty of "God, and the unsearchable 
nature of his works. Many instances In 
Scripture confirm the truth of this obaertsa- 
tion. Who, that saw David reduced to 
strsdts, wandering tor refuge in the 
and dens of the wilderness, would have Re- 
lieved. him to be the prince whom God had 
chosen ? Who, that beheld Nebuchadiieaf- 
zar walking in his palace, surrounded wUh 
all the pomp and splendour of the 
wooM have beKeved Mm to be tire 
of divine displeasure, and that the deeiiito 
was gone out that he was to be toiMt 
among the beasts ? Who, that b^k^bbr 
Lord in the toim of a servant* wbtd^ l^ve 
believed that he was the Master of Sa- 
imof 
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W number of tbe Scottbh 

i^led the attentioh of odr fei^den 
to tW iplendid production, and nonr |;ivc 
•ir iMlditional extract &om its pages.] 

Angel Then be it fora moment only Hm. 
Loi 

Around onr path the Hallelujab ripg% 

A nd when the ckiee are clear why mme a cloud? 
Spirits Oloomjf and drear, and diiUi X se 
' It all;/ 

The very room in whl<di my soul foreook 
Ite worn and fbdl clay tenement. Yet burns 
X'he sickly taper, as for weeks it burned, 

While waklfii' from my uiifresbful sleep, 

I aaaed on its lack-lustre, whose pale ray 
Made even the darkness desolater far. 

T^re sits my— 'She who was my wife, the loved 
And lovely, fond and faithful ever proved ! 

On one side is the cradle of my babe, 

Heedlesa, around his mouth a dreamy smiley 
And on the other the repulsive shell 
Of day this soul inhabited. 

Angel No more— 

0 1 look no tnore. Behold the gates are ehut 
For ever on that vista. Things of Earth, 

So evanescent in their nature are, 

That, measured ^by infinitude, they seem 
Dwarfed into nothingness ; and ooean*s self 
Is like a drop of rain,— what then the woes 
That for the tiny term of month or year 
Seem poison in the cup of human life i 

Spirit. Farewell, farewell! OF may the 
dews of Heaven 


Seirtt.^ O ! Augd bright I while Wo ire eo« 

Above tjbe stairy-icgrioiie of i^koikiee,, 

And wfaett. the snk and mooi, ebarce visible# ’ 
Hold their mysterioiis couree beneath otir.foet; 
Tellunto me thy name, and whom of all 
The Heavenly hosts, God's goodness hath ap- 
pointed, 

'To M my leader to His blest abode ! 

An^. Whom, welooiae stranger, thinkeei 
thou I am ? " 

Spirit. That thou art not the Prince of Aa^ 
gels, Michael, 

Well X opine ; for he, ’tls said, doth bear 
A something in his carriage so commanding— 
A dignity divine— an awful grandeur, 

And a celestial rof^esty of aspect, 

Which check familiarity’s approach. 

Thou art not be, fair angel, but thou art 
Gabriel, the king of harps, perchance, or 
Raphael, 

That condescending spirit, whose bland words 
Adam was glad to hmr ; or thou may’st be 
Abdiel, famous for hdelity, 

Who erst the host of rebel angels left, 
Returning to the bosom of his God. 

X’hou sure art one of these, celestial guide ! 

For such immortal brightness, such divine 
Unutterable expression, and such love 
Within inferior natures never dwelt. 

Celestiid spirit ! Son of God ! thou art 
Among the highest ! 

Anael. Say rather, 'mong the lowest, for the 


Rmtorative, be shed ui , . 

And form a healing I O I may ye kt>ow OnhvMi Raphael, and Abdiel, are 
How woi thlcss are the things most priced by More lofty, in their grandeur, far than mine- 

men . A thousand and ten thousand angels sit 

XIow-poor and paltry are the gems and gauds ; “^y ]ia,rp, that fills so sweet 

How miserable and mean the aims and ends Thine untuned ear, is, among other harps. 

Which lure the multitude ; and may ye feel, As slight as is the sound that follows utter 

Amid the sunshine of terrestrial pride Tke dancing sunbeam* In comparison 

And power, which throw deceptive halos round. With the Immortal music ot the spheres. 

That all is vanity, save moral worth, i^y splendour, which thou saymt beiRma thy 

Sublimed hy pure religion. In thid faith, eight, 

And by this Alth upheld, the storms of life higher splendours Is as darkness— 

Shall round you rave, unheeded, and your feet No brighter in their presence,^ than the star 
Shall through the fiery furnace tread unscathed, r f before the noontide son. 

Nor on the day of reckoning, from the flock 2 ^ glorious feast 
One be found wanting. Weep ye not fop me ; oemre thee, when even 1, one of the naeanest 
Knew ye my blessediies^ ye would not weep* . angelic hosts to thee appear— 

The tears that flow trerb well shed for your- gl«ry» ao invest^ with 

selves. The light of immortality But now 

Blessings be ever on you ! Fare ye well ! We are approaching fast— two seraphim 

In shining robes hefmiei thehd^^ 

AnpA. ’Tis past; aU earthward tboughtf wekome- dost be- 

' are swept away, ■ holdF 

As de w-*drops by the san-lllumlned east ; ^ . v ^ . 

Dohhts are engulfed in hJeseed certafofy, _ | sje afar 

And hope iaihow possession. Easstreon ^ 

'i'hrough chambers bi'ichter than the momlnsr If* golden m middla air 

for^ ' > Beyond feireach of sight; before it riide 

When rose tints on the glaciers socih to make Two figures, ^d^ like the sun— • 

^nh an Eden. FaSs we on and on. ? I o^ot |?ttte upon them. - ^ 

“ ..-'’'^■''l^VrARD KHPLl^. I’d'KlVlR^^ 
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THE MARTYRS’ GRAVE ; 

A SERMON, 

By the Rev. ROBERT CRAWFORD, 

Minister of the Parish of Irongray, Dumfries-shire: 


PREFATORY. 


Soon after entering on the pastoral 
charge of this interesting parish, I felt a 
strong desire to meet with my people, where 
the faithful of the Lord, in** the days of 
trouble, rebuke, and blasphemy” had found 
a breathing place and a sanctuary, that, in 
their devotedness to the cause of truth, we 
might read our own degeneracy, and feel 
the kindlings of a holy emulation. For a 
time I did not see how the object could 
he carried into effect, consistently with the 
great moral purpose I had in view. The 
excitement which such an occasion was 
likely to produce, appeared to me unsuit- 
able to the sacrediiess of a Sabbath ; and 
the solemnity which the whole scene was 
fitted to inspire, would, I was afraid, be 
either indistinctly felt on an ordinary day, 
or be soon dissipated. Happily an oppor- 
tunity occurred, when both of these obstacles 
seemed to be removed, of which I did not 
hesitate to avail myself. The church was 
under repairs — we were meeting for divine 
service in the open air — a day of fasting had 
been proclaimed by the Assembly. In these 
circumstances, I announced to my own 


people, and to them alone, that we wouUl 
meet for the purpose of humiliation at the 
Communion Stones, “ where erst prayer 
was wont to be made.'' The day came 
the weather proved extremely favourable. 
Some of the more aged and infirm of those 
under my charge were there. Many listened 
to the sermon and joined in the service, who, 
in other circumstances, would have devoted 
the day to business or amusement. The 
greatest stillness prevailed — every jarring 
sentiment was suppressed for a time. One 
feeling seemed to pervade the assembled 
multitude, even admiration of, and gratitude 
to the men who had so firmly struggled, 
and so nobly fallen in the cause of truth and 
freedom. Whether the impression was iu 
all the cases evanescent, or in some salutary 
and lasting, God knoweth. The day which 
is rapidly approaching will reveal it. If this 
feeble effort to follow up what was then 
spoken, and to revive the purity and devot- 
edness of the “olden time," he in any 
measure blessed, ray object will he gained, 
and my labour abundantly rewarded. 

Irongray Manse, ViihNov. 1835. 


jRemember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first xcorhs ; 
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, 
except thou repent Rev. ii, 5. 


We may view these words as addressed 
to the members of the Ephesian church, 
:^ither in their individual or collective capa- 
city. If we view them in the former sense, 
then the state from which they had fallen 
must obviously mean “ the kindness of their 
youth, the love of their espousals the 
holy zeal which marked the period of their 


like the first fruits of the Jewish increase, 
they were holiness unto the Lord. If we 
view them in the latter sense, then the state 
from which they had fallen must obviously 
mean a purer age of the church ; times of 
lofty daring, deep humility, meek endur- 
ance ; fervent prayer-seasons, such as those 
described in fhn nrQno/i;« — i » 
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promoting the common salvation ; frowning I 
upon them that were evil ; rejecting, with ' 
becoming indignation, every false claim to 
apostleship ; hating the deeds of the Nicol- 
aitans, even thciBo who tamed tha grace of 
God into Kccntiocisaesa ; aad labouring, 
without fainting, for the testimony of God 
and of his Christ. 

These states were worthy of being held 
in constant and grateftd remembrance. 
They stood as distinctly out from the rest 
of their history as this hallowed spot from 
the surrounding scenery. (See Note A.) 
And they w'erc eminently fitted to pierce 
♦hem with a sense of their degeneracy — to 
rouse them from their spiritual slumber, and 
to animate them in the pursuit of all that is 
j)iir(! and lovely, and of good report. 

Viewing the words before us in either 
sense, and more especially in the last, they 
are as aj)plicable to the pastors and mem- 
bers of our own, as to those of the Ephesian 
church. “We have left our first love,” we 
have fallen from the devotedness of our per- 
secuted fathers. We have reaped the fruit 
of their labours without inheriting their 
spirit, or imitating their faithfulness. Though 
we have arisen from our deep sleep ; though 
w'c have swept away dangerous heresies ; 
though we have infused new vigour into the 
almost paralysed hand of discipline ; though 
we have restored those rights to the Chris- 
tian people, in the formation of the pastoral 
union, which had too long been denied them ; 
though we are making vigorous efforts to 
bring the outcasts our own population 
within the fold of the Redeemer; though 
we have gone forth on missionary entCTprise, 
even to distant climes ; and though we are 
alive, as the observance of this day indicates, 
to our manifold deficiences, we are still far 
from what we have been, and far from what 
we ought to be. I feel, therefore, that I 
am following out the purposes for which a 
day of humiliation was appointed, in meet- 
ing you here, where we are forcibly reminded 
how much has been done and suffered in 
the cause of the Redeemer, and that I am 
adhering closely to the spirit of my text in 
calling upon you to survey the cloud of 
witnesses with which we are encompassed ; 
to think on the storms that have passed over 
them, and to review their character so bright 
with “the work of faith, the labour of love, 
and the patience of hope.” 

Praying that the Holy Spirit may render 
his own word profitable for reproof and 
correction, and may dispose us to remember 
lirom whence we are fallen, to repent, and 
do our first works. I entreat you to con- 
template in the first place 

T- Their hnlv nr*!.— ~ -- 


need to enter into any detail of tlie suffer- 
ings to which the faithful of that age were 
exposed. They were written in indelible 
characters on the hearts of our fathers. 
They hive furnished then with themes 
both for reflection a»d converse, of entranc- 
ing interest. They have called forth our 
earliest and deepest sympathies. They 
have been sung in touching strains by the 
bard, and narrated with singular minuteness 
and fidelity by the historian. The land is 
every where strewed with memorials of 
them. So long as “ these stones,” or the 
tombs of the martyrs remain, they cannot be 
altogether forgotten. For resisting spiritual 
despotism ; for asserting the absolute supre- 
macy of Christ as head of the Church ; for 
adhering to that form of worship which they 
believed was in strictest accordance with the 
word of God ; for carrying on the work of 
reformation, which had been so nobly be- 
gun, they were driven from their homes ; 
they were robbed of their property ; they 
were, in many instances, shut out from the 
sympathies of their kindred, so that they 
could not receive even a cup of cold water 
from their hands, without involving them in 
their fate. They were scattered through 
all places in “ that dark and cloudy day.” 
Nor were these their greatest privations. 
The Sabbath returned without bringing them 
repose, or calfing them to prayer, for then 
the enemy ^\'as abroad, keenest in pursuit 
and fiercest in havoc. The house where 
they and their fathers worshipped was 
closed, or an alien presided there, from 
whom they could derive no edification, and 
with whom they could hold no communion. 
Their temple was the desolate moor, the 
deep forest, or the lonely glen. Even there*^ 
they were not permitted to eat the bread 
and drink the water of life undisturbed. 
Their service was often fearfully broken — 
their spiritual food dashed from their lips, 
and their little hand dispersed. Few again 
met after that hurried and troubled parting. 
Some were dragged to imprisonment, others 
consigned to instant death. “ Still none of 
these things moved them.” “ They held 
fast the profession of their faith without 
wavering.” “ They feared not what man 
could do unto them.” And their fortitude 
was certainly far remote from that which 
is the effect of enthusiasm or insensibility, 
or mere constitutional temperament. They 
did not needlessly brave the arm of power ; 
they did not rashly provoke the malice of 
their adversaries ; they did not blindly rush 
upon death ; they saw and would gladly 
have avoided the danger that beset them, 
and when concealment or escape \^'a9 no 
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mity came, they chose death rather than life, 
leaving those who were dear to them upon 
the Lord ; breathing a spirit of forgiveness ; 
praying for relief to the oppressed and deso- 
late church, and displaying, in their dying 
hours, such serenity of joy as if angels 
had ministered to them in their agony,” or 
their souls had been enraptured with the 
view of the “ King in his beaut and the 
land that is afar off.” (See Note B.) 

Surely in the light of their holy fortitude, 
we should read, with confusion of face, our 
owm base timidity. We have been valiant 
for the truth, but it has been in the company 
of the faithful ; w'e have maintained a pro- 
fession, but it has cost us nothing; w^e have 
been martyrs in our different spheres, but 
it has been to false shame. How often 
have we concealed our sentiments in the 
presence of those who, w’e had reason to 
fear, would charge them with absurdity, or 
treat them w ith contempt and aversion V 
How often have we practically disowned 
them, by acquiescing in unscriptural 
opinions, complying with foolish customs, 
joining in vain amusements, countenancing 
sneers against the good, shunning religious 
conversation, neglecting to acknowledge 
God in our families, or failing to lift a de- 
cided testimony to the truth in times of cold 
indifference or avowed infidelity ? Who 
can estimate the fatal consequences of such 
sinful and dastardly policy ? It quenches 
every lofty and generous aspiration in our- 
selves ; it ensnares the young, the weak 
and the inexperienced ; it lulls the impeni- 
tent and the unbelieving into deeper and 
deeper seoarity ; it breaks down the dis- 
tinction betw’een the church and the world, 
and contributes more tlian any thing else, 
j>erhaps, to the maintenance and diffusion 
of errors, both in doctrine and practice. Oh ! 
that we would remember from w’hence we 
are faillen, and repent, and do our first works. 
Is. li. 7, 8, 12, “ Hearken unto me, ye that 
know' righteousness,the people in w'hose heart 
is my law ; fear ye not the reproach of men, 
neither be ye afraid of their revilings. For 
tlie moth shall eat them up like a garment, 
and the w'orm shall eat them like wool : 
but my righteousness shall be for ever, and 
rny salvation from generation to generation. 
I, even I, am he that comforteth you : 
who art thou that shouldest be afraid of a 
man that shall die, and of the son of man 
whicli shall be made as grass.” 

II. In the second place. I entreat you 
to contemplate their deep devotion. 

In proof of their devotion, we need not 
travel beyond the spot where we are now 
assembled. Here they raised the voice of 


like men under sentence of death, to the 
message of salvation from their beloved 
pastor ; (See Note C.) here they devoted 
their infant offspring to the service of the 
Redeemer, consolirijg themselves with the 
thought that he would carry them in his 
arms,” perfect praise out of their lips, shield 
them in the ho'lir of peril, and conduct them 
safely to glory ; here they celebrated the 
ordinance of the supper, that ordinance 
w'hich ever has been, and ever will be dear 
to the church ; that ordinance which was 
so peculiarly fitted to pour light on the 
mysterious events that w’ere befalling them, 
to nerve them for resistance, to fill them 
with peace, to bind them indissolubly to- 
gether, and to make them regard “ all 
things as loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus their Lord.” 
Realize, for a moment, the whole scene, 
when they met for these purposes on this 
lonely moor. What a contrast to that 
which is now before us. They had watch- 
men on these heights, to whom ever and 
anon their eyes were turned ; they had tales 
of deep distress in their ears ; they had de- 
fenceless or desolate homes behind them ; 
they had a rapacious and lawless soldiery 
around them ; they had imprisonment, tor- 
tures, and death in full arraj’^ before them. 
“ In their patience, however, they possessed 
their souls.” Their perilous situation 
served only to detach them more effectu- 
ally from earth, to unveil “ the fulness of 
God” more clearly to their view, to bring 
future blessings closer to their heart, and to 
infuse a tenderer and a holier tone into their 
song of praise. 

In their fervent devotion, we may read 
most distinctly our owti criminal indifference 
in the service of God. We may not have 
openly profaned the Sabbath ; we may not 
have preferred anything, lounging in idle- 
ness, engaging in w'orldly employments, 
travelling for amusement, meeting w ith sin- 
ful associates, paying or receiving visits, to 
the worship of God ; we may not have 
deliberately forsaken the assembling of our- 
selves, as the manner of some is, nor treated 
with marked contempt the dying command 
of Christ ; but have w'e loved the gates of 
Zion ? have w'c relished the preaching of 
the truth ? have w'e prized the discoveries 
of the gospel? have we valued the stated 
return and the pure administration of ordi- 
nances ? have we been really desirous to taste 
and see that God is gracious ? have we 
prayed for the peace and prosperity of Je- 
rusalem ; do we bear any resemblance te 
the captives of the Jewish church, from 
W'hose heart no lapse of time, no ebam?® 
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of ridicule or of scorn could efface the re- 
membrance of Zion ; or to the persecuted 
of our own, who, in hunger and thirst, in 
watchings and fastings, in cold and naked- 
ness, the spoiling of their goods, and the 
loss of all things, called upon the name of 
the Lord, clung to the service of the Re- 
deemer, and felt that a sense of his presence 
and love converted the wilderness into an 
Eden, cast alike into the shade the joys 
and sufferings of the present time, and came 
upon their wounded and fainting spirits like 
“ rain upon the mown grass, and showers 
upon the parched earth.” Alas ! we have 
been inconstant and faithless w'orshippers. 
We have been almost utter strang^s to 
heart-felt devotion, we have not unfrequently 
regarded the “ pantings after God,” felt by 
many in other days, and by many still in 
our own, as indications of an excited and 
distempered frame of mind. We have asked 
for spiritual blessings, and have not received 
them, because we have asked amiss, w’ith- 
out any just sense of their surpassing value 
or their perfect freeness. We have listened 
with interest to curious expositions, and 
with cold indifference to “ the glad tidings 
of great joy we have sought to have our 
fancies gratified instead of seeking to have 
our famishing souls fed ; we have used ordi- 
nances as pillows on which to repose our 
aching consciences, or as stations on which 
to erect “ a name to live,” instead of using 
them simply as means for bringing us into 
a more intimate and endearing union with 
Him in whom dwells all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. Well, then, may the re- 
membrance from whence we have fallen 
pierce us to the heart — excite us to repent- 
ance, and dispose us to do the w orks for 
which our fathers were distinguished. O 
Lord, in the w'ay of thy ordinances will we 
wait for thee. How' amiable are thy taber- 
nacles, Lord God of Hosts! As the hart 
pantetb after the water brooks, so panteth 
my soul after thee, O God. One thing 
have I desired of the Lord, that will I 
seek after, that I may dw'ell in the house of 
<he Lord all the days of my life, to behold 
he beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his 
temple. 

III. In the third place, I entreat you to 
contemplate their true patriotism. They 
were warmly attached to their political con- 
stitution. They guarded her bulwarks with 
unremitting care. "Ihey sought to pre- 
serve, in close and beautiful connexion, “ the 
honours of the throne, the privileges of the 
parliaments, and the liberties of the people.” 
They dreaded a relapse to popery, for this 
reason among others, that arbitrary oppres- 

ftlAn tX'ilfi AlirA iA CrkllAur in ttov fvoirt U'Via.v 


bound themselves in the most solemn man- 
ner to maintain “ religion in purity, and the 
kingdom in peace.” When the law was 
violated ; when their rights were invaded ; 
when the constitution was shattered by the 
iron hand of despotism, they petitioned, 
complained, protested, endured, and — resist- 
ed only in thfe last extremity. (See Note D.) 
When oppression ceased ; when their pri- 
vileges were restored ; when the ends of 
government were maintained, they forgot 
former wrongs ; they rejoiced in their lot ; 
they meddled not with those who w^ere 
given to change ; they cheerfully co-ope- 
rated in every measure for the public good ; 
and, in the hour of danger, proved them- 
selves to be the sternest and most devoted 
patriots. The excesses here and there com- 
mitted ; the spirit of fierce republicanism in 
some rare instances exhibited ; the “ excom- 
munication of the king and his adherents,” 
by one or two men of inferior note, are 
easily accounted for, and do not affect in 
the smallest degree the loyalty of the great 
mass, or of their most distinguished leaders. 
(See Note E.) These, how^ever, are not 
the grounds on which we rest their chief 
claims to genuine patriotism. They did not 
lean upon “ carnal confidences.” They 
never forgot that the Most High presides 
over the destinies of nations, making the 
devices of the people of none effect ; keep- 
ing the feet of his saints, and putting out 
the lamp of the wicked in darkness. They 
acted upon the principle that the stability of 
their country did not depend on the extent 
of her freedom, the excellence of her insti- 
tutions, the wisdom of her councils, the 
splendour of her conquests, or the magni- 
tude of her resources, but on the prevalence, 
of spiritual knowledge and moral purity 
among all classes of her population. They 
regarded as her sorest evil the load of guilt 
that was pressing heavily upon her. They 
dreaded as their deadliest foes her abuse of 
mercies, her contempt of judgments, her 
profanation of ordinances, her injustice, un- 
cleanness, drunkenness, revellings, and such 
like. They mourned over them ; they fer- 
vently supplicated mercy for them, and they 
took the most effectual means in their 
respective spheres to suppress it. They 
enaeavoured, “ according to their social sta- 
tions and callings, that every parish should 
have a minister, every village a school, 
every family a Bible, and every place of 
power and of trust filled with men of Chris- 
tian conversation, approven fidelity, and 
known zeal in* the cause of God.” 

When we contemplate them in this point 
of view, are we not forcibly reminded how 

mA VtaoA PaIIaa 9 A 1 .A WA nrvf Iniidiv 



THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


425 


upon to repent ? Have we not preferred 
civil to religious privileges ? Have we not 
attached far too much importance to politi- 
cal changes? Have we not prosecuted them 
in an impatient and reckless spirit ? Have 
we not in various forms manifested a con- 
tempt of authority, both supreme and subor- 
dinate ? Have we not selected men to fill our 
places of trust for their brilliant talents or their 
jmlitical views, apart altogether from their 
religious principles or their moral feelings ? 
Have we not overlooked the “ causes of divine 
wrath,” even the multitude of our sins, and 
been averse to prayer and fasting on account 
of them ? Have we not contemplated with- 
out any painful emotion the spiritual death 
in which a vast portion of our countrymen 
are involved ? Have we not been irtdiffereni 
to the diffusion of that truth which is alone 
fitted to renovate the heart, and to heal 
the wounds of a bieecKng state ?” We are 
ashamed and blush to lift up our faces unto 
thee, O our God, We have taken counsel, 
but not of thee; we have covered with a 
covering, but not of thy Spirit. We have 
gone from mountain to mountain, and for- 
gotten our resting-place. W e have trusted 
in man, and made flesh our arm, and de- 
parted ^from the Lord ; and therefore might 
have been made like the heath in the desert, 
that shall n'ot see when good cometh. It 
is of the Lord’s mercies we are not con- 
sumed, because his compassions fail not. 

IV. In the fourth place, I entreat you to 
contemplate their unalterable attachment to 
the Word of God and the principles of the 
Reformation. 

The ground on which they opposed the 
innovations in government and w^orship, 
then sought to be introduced, was the broad 
and solid one ; that in their vdew they were 
contrary to the Word of God ; that no 
human power could alter or subvert what 
the 'great Head of the Church had appoint- 
ed ; and that to yield in this matter would 
be to commit treason against their s])iritual. 
king, to relinquish the right of private judg- 
ment for which their fathers had struggled 
and bled, and to pave the way for their utter 
prostration, both as Christians and men. 

They might be WTong in concluding that 
any particular form of ecclesiastical polity 
was prescribed in the Word of God. (See 
Note F.) They might not stay to discri- 
minate between prelacy and popery. They 
might mistake the abuses for the necessary 
evils of the system they opposed. They 
might be blind to the zeal, the purity, the 
meekness, the rich and varied attainments 
for which some of the prelates of that period 
were distinguished, lliey might misappre- 
hend the motires, and unintentionally mar 


the usefulness of those who acquiesced in 
the indulgence or accommodation. They 
might have imperfect notions of religious 
toleration, and when in power, might be 
unwilling to grant that freedom to others 
which they claimed for themselves. As- 
suredly, however, they were right in “ obey- 
ing God rather than man in maintaining 
the spiritual supremacy of Christ ; in assert- 
ing liberty of conscience, and in struggling 
to the last rather than violate these obliga- 
tions, or relinquish these privileges. We 
should, therefore, sink every other feeling 
connected wdth their history in grateful 
remembrance of what they have achieved 
for us, and in an earnest desire to imitate 
their zeal ; because they ** sowed in tears, 
we now reap in joy.” 

How strikingly does their conduct in thi<i 
respect coirtrast with our own! We have 
abused our religious liberty ; we have che- 
rished a spnrious liberality. We have 
tacitly acquiesced in, or openly defended 
the false and very dangerous doctrine that 
our religious views are comparatively of 
little moment, provided our life, that is, our 
outward conduct, be correct. In the mea- 
sures of public, arfd the intercourse of 
private life, vve have been regulated more 
by a regard to w^hat is useful than what is 
good — what is expedient than what is right — 
what is agreeable to a false and debasing 
philosctphy, or the shifting opinion of the 
age, than to the dictates of eternal truth. 
We do not bring what we read, and hear, 
and do, to the touchstone of the word, and 
the consequence is, wc arc carried about 
with every wind of dofctrine ; we are ever 
learning, and never able to come to the 
know'ledge of the truth ; wc know nothing 
of the “ sweet peace and the sure walking,” 
which is the uniform result of abiding simply 
by the law and by the testimony ; we im- 
bibe an unchristian spirit, and persist in 
unchristian practices. .Tustly might our 
candlestick have been removed out of his 
lace ; justly might the liglit that is in us 
ave set in utter darkness. Having walked 
in the light of our own fire, and in sparks 
of our own kindling, justly might we have 
been doomed to lie down in sorrow. Oh t 
that we may remember from whence we are 
fallen, and repent and do our first works. 
Oh! that we may henceforth employ the 
liberty bequeathed to us by our persecuted 
forefcithers, in rising superior to the fear of 
man and the trammels of authority ; in try- 
the spirits wliether they be of God ; in 
digging deep into the ricii and exhaustless 
ipme of divine truth ; and in steadily 
adhering to every thing which the Lord our 
God requires of us, despite the opinion that 
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may thereby be formed of us, or the disad- ' 
vantages that may thereby accrue to us. 
Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy or vain deceit, after the tradi- 
tions of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ. Stand fast in 
one spirit with one mind, striving together 
for the faith of the Gospel. “ My son, if’ 
thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and ap> 
ply thine heart unto understanding; if thou 
seekest her as silver, and searchest for her 
as for hid treasures, then shalt thou under- 
stand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
knowledge of God.*’ 

V. In the last place, I entreat you to 
contemplate their practical godliness. In 
those daj's the grand theme of preaching, 
and the frequent, the delightful subject of 
meditation was the rise, progress, consum- 
mation, and effects of the mediatorial w'ork 
of Christ ; in other words, the doctrine of 
the cross — that doctrine which God himself 


The minds of men were gradually cor- 
rupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
Elegant preaching was substituted in the 
room of faithful dealing with souls. Mora- 
lity was too often enforced apart from evan- 
gelical motives. The week-day labour of 
the pastor in numerous instances ceased, or 
w'as gone through in a hasty and heartless 
manner. “ The love of many waxing cold, 
iniquity abounded.” “We had a name to 
live, but w’ere dead.” Again there has 
been a shaking among the dry bones. The 
^irit seems to be breathing upon the slain. 
There are distinct intimations of a brighter 
day — a coming season of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. The hearts of 
the pastors and the hearts of the people are 
moved as “ the trees of the wood are moved 
with the wind.” The doctrines according to 
godliness hold a far greater prominence in 
our preaching, and are beginning to exert 
a more decided influence on our lives. Still 


has in every age of the church delighted to 
honour, and which forms an ever-welling and 
cxhaustlcss spring both of peace and purity. 
Of such preaching and such hearing, prac- 
tical godliness could not fail to be the result. 
With the cross full in their view, and en- 
graven on their heart, they could no more 
deliberately persist in an}'- sin, either of 
omission or of commission, than the man 


there is a sad want of vital godliness. How 
often is Christ preached in appearance, and 
ourselves in reality ? How often is love 
upon the lip, and enmity or cold indifference 
in the heart ? How often are we high in 
profession, and low, miserably low in prac- 
tice ? How' often can the scorner single out 
individuals amongst us in language like the 
following : — See these men — they talk about 


who was rescued from a wreck could deli- 
berately rush back into the deep from which 
he had escaped, and within which his com- 
panions lay entombed. In absence of all 
j>roof to the contrary, then, w e may fairly 
assume, that their whole character, under 
the influence of evangelical truth, has in- 
vested with a shining light, a vital warmth, a 
holy fragrance, and a strict consistency. 
Happily, however, we are not left to infer- 
ence merely; we have abundant evidence 
of the fact. Hear the testimony of an eye- 
witness, whose veracity has never been 
questioned : “ In many places the spirit 
seemed to be poured out with the word, 
both by the multitude of the sincere con- 
verts, and also by the common work of 
reformation upon many who never came 
the length of a communion. I have lived 
many years in a parish where I never heard 
an oath, and you might have ridden many 
a mile before you had heard any. Also 
you could not for a great part of the country 
have lodged in a family where the Lord was 
not worshipped by reading, singing, and 
public prayer. Nobody complained of our 
church government more than our taverners, 
whose ordinary lamentation was, their trade 
broken, people were become so sober.” 
(See Note G.) j 

^ These times pf moral purity passed away. | 


repenting, believing, and doing every thing 
to the glory of God ; they dispute about 
points of faith ; they are strict in the ob- 
servance of religious forms ; but when you 
follow them into the different walks of life, 
they are as iinsanctified in their tempers, as 
selfish in their spirit, as grasping in their 
dealings, as immoderate in tlieir enjoyments, 
or as fond of splendour and amusement as 
the gay or the sordid votary of the world. 
Let them fight about their mysterious dog- 
mas ; we will adhere to the precepts of 
morality. Many of whom I have told you 
before, and new tell, you w'eeping, are the 
enemies of the cross of Christ, w^hose god 
is their belly, who glory in their shame, and 
who mind earthly things. We have fallen 
far from the practical godliness of our cove- 
nanting forefathers. What covetousness, 
what deceit, what intemperance, what con- 
formity to the world, what neglect of the 
spiritual well-being of our families, what 
want of Christian fellowship, what feeble 
attempts to arrest the progress of sin and 
error, w'hat seeking of our own things, and 
not the things of Jesus Christ I The Church 
may be in danger ; but it is, we apprehend, 
from within. If we remember not from 
whence we are fallen ; if w e repent not to 
give God the glory ; if w’e do not strengtiica 
the things which remain that are ready to 
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die ; if we QO not contend for the faith, and 
labour and pray for the advancement of that 
kingdom which consists in righteousness, 
peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost, we have 
reason to fear that we will be delivered into 
the hand of the spoiler ; that the glory w'ill 
depart from us ; and that not one stone of 
tlie house w hich was reared by our fathers 
in troublous times, and often brightened by 
tire presence and enriched by the grace of 
God, will be left upon another that will not 
be thrown down. If, on the other hand, 
we covet the best gifts, and do the first 
works; if in doctrine we seek to be incor- 
rupt, and in practice pure ; if we keep the 
word of the Redeemer, and deny not his 
name, he also will keep us from the hour of 
temptation, which is coming upon all the 
world, to try them that dw^ell on the earth. 
Our Zion will stand alike beautiful and 


firm the glory of the kingdom, the joy of 

many generations, the place from which the 
light of life streams, and the water of life 
flows over the land. Around her will be 
seen as her defence chariots of fire, and 
horsemen of fire. Thou that dwellest 
between the cherubim shine forth. Turn 
us, again, O God, and cause thy face to 
shine, and so w’e shall be saved. Be not 
wroth, very sore, O Lord, neither remem- 
ber iniquity for ever : behold, see w'e be- 
seech thee ; we are all thy people. Make 
us glad according to the days wherein thou 
hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we 
have seen evil. Let thy work appear unto 
thy servants, and thy glory unto their chil- 
dren. And let the beauty of the Lord our 
God be upon us, and establish thou the 
work of our hands upon us : yea, the w ork 
of our hands establish thou it.'* Amen. 


NOTES. 

' Note A.— TTie highest part of the Parish of Irongray is the hill culled Bi8hop*8 Forest,'* 
Avhich rises somewhat abruptly from the Cairn or Cluden, and forms a splendid back-ground to 
the beautiful and well cultivated valley beneath. On the southern side of the “ Forest” there 
is an extensive hollow, flanked on the west by Cornice, and on the east by Skeoch Hill, with a 
natural opening from the south. Towards tne centre of Skcoch Hill, on the inner side, where 
there is a platform of considerable extent, the communion stones are situated. They consist of 
what may be called two tables, with a passage between them. Each table has two rows of seats 
in distinct preservation. At the head there is a small cairn, which was obviously used as the 
table for the elements. A few yards to the south, a stone of an oval form is to be seen, with two 
separate circular cavities, that admit the arm to the elbow, which held, according to tradition, 
the water for baptism. In the front of the stones, towards the “ Forest,” the ground rises 
gradually, forming a kind of natural gallery, where the congregation could hear the sermons and 
addresses that were delivered, and witness the whole solemnity. The nature of the ground, and 
the precautions that were taken, by planting watchmen on the heights, rendered the spot pecu- 
liai'ly secure. Any attempt to surprise them was almost sure to he defeated. Once, and only 
once, do we read of their being surprised, owing to a thick mist which had overspread the hill, 
and prevented the watchmen from perceiving the approach of the soldiers. It is said, that on 
this occasion, the two martyrs, Edward Gordon and Alexander M‘Cubbin, were taken, who 
sleep side by side near the kirk of Irongray, on the spot where they were murdered. It will he 
seen, however, from a subsequent note, that I prefer the account given of them by Wodrow, 
whose information, in regard to all the events of that period, was “ singularly minute and 
correct.” 

Note B — T do not mean to affirm that all who perished in the struggle of that period “ died 
in the faith,” and are now before the throne, holding the palm of victory in their hands. Many 
of them, however, gave full proof “ that they knew whom they believed,” that they had drank deep 
of his spirit, and that they were, indeed, “ ready to be offered.” In this class, 1 think, we may 
rank the men whose hones are in our keeping— the martyrs of Irongray. “ Having been sur- 
prised (according to Wodrow) in Lochinkit muir, by Captain Bruce, they were conducted to 
the Bridge of Orr, where the Laird of Lagg was violently pressing the oath of abjuration on the 
country people, and from thence to Irongray, whither the party were going, and hanged upon 
an oak tree near the kirk, at the foot of which they were buried. When at the foot of the tree, 
one of them (Alexander M*Cubbin) was asked if he bad any word to send to his wife? He 
answered, 1 leave her and the two babes upon the Lord, and to his promise, a father to the 
fatherless and husband to the widow is the Lord in his holy habitation. When the person 
employed asked him forgiveness, Poor man, I forgive thee and all men, thou hast a miserable 
calling upon earth ! They both died in much composure and cheerfulness. The spot where they 
are buried is close to the Cluden, on a small rising ground within a clump of trees. 

There now in peace sweet rest they take. 

Once murdered for religion’s sake.” 

The flat stone which records their names, their death, and the cause in which they suffered, has 
of late received a handsome enclosure. To defray the expense of erection, a sermon was preached, 
and a collection made, near the spot. The sermon, which was afterwards published, is the pro- 
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diictUn of my taUnted and esteemed friend, the Rev. George Burnside of Tei-regloa, and is 
marked W hia usual power and eloquence. 

Note C.— The communion seems to have been dispensed here to the greatest number during 
the summer of the year 1678. The Rev. John Welsh, who had been compelled to abdicate his 
charge several years before “for non-conformity to abjui'ed prelacy,” presided on the oocaaion, 
and was assisted by Mr. Blackadder, Mr. Semple, Mr. Arnot, and others. We may judge of 
the interest with which his people would listen to his instructions, receive his admonitions, and 
join in his prayers from the son’ow which they felt when he w'as first forced to leave them. 
TTie whole scene, as described by Blackadder, brings forcibly to our recollection the parting of 
Paul with the elders of the Eph^ian Church. “It was with great difficulty,” says Blackadder, 
“ he got from among them, who were almost distracted, and cried ruefully with tears. But he 
being resolute, would not be detained, and after two or three of the ministers had kneeled down 
and prayed, he got to horse, the people still holding him. The minister and he rode quickly 
tlirough the water to win from amMig them ; many, both men and women, ran on foot after him, 
and followed on the road a good space, with bittetr mourning and lamentation.” 

He was the grandson of the famocM John Welsh of Ayr, and the great-grandson of the Scot- 
tish Reformer.. The mantle of these great men seems to havo^fallea upon him, and no small 
portion of their spirit to haiVe been bequeivtbed to him. Though he escaped a violent death, he 
was in labours as abundant, and in privations as oft, as any of those who sealed their testimony 
with their blood. After leaving his flock, we find him in the city, teaching from house to 
house; on the mountains preaching to the “suffering wanderers,” after sleepless nights; at 
chosen and snHable stations, dispensing to 'thousamds the bread and the w ater of life ; in the 
t;amp healing divisions^ and tamin^^ the impetuosity of the more fiery leaders; and on the field 
of battle lamenting the dire necessity that forced him to arms, yet periling his life in the cause. 
Besides these things that w^ere without, the care of the whole church came in some measure 
upon him. Still in the midst of all his labours and wanderings, his own flock were uppermost 
111 ills ti>ought8, and dearest to his heart. He hastened to them as often as he could. Braving 
vvery danger, he appeared frequently in the midst of them, opening the Scriptures, preaching 
Christ, dispensing ordinances, doing the whole worWof an evangelist, and serving the Lord with 
all humility, and with many tears and temptations which befell him by the lying-in-wait of liis' 
adversaries. Alter Bothwell, he went to l..ondon, and there died on the 9tli ot January, 1681. 
Stfe a ahoa^t, bat excsWeut'riarratIve t»f his Jife In the Scots Worthies. 

Note D/— If the cause which justifies resistaticc to rulei’S on the part of tlieir subjects must 
bo (as laid dbwn with great precision and truth by Dr. Campbell, in his admirable sermon on 
thodttty of attegianee) public, and understood by the community to be such— .then 

uiiquestionably thatof the Covenimters comes under this description. They formed the great 
bsify of the nation. Their rights, natural, civil, and eeclosiastical, had been grossly violated. 
A form of church governmoirt ami wnraWp bad been forced upon them, which they abjured. 
The most revolting excesses were committed. All constitutional means of redress bad tailed. 
Had they quietly suooumbed, far greater evils would have been entailed upon them than those 
which flowed from resistance. It is one of tlio dearest cases of exception from the general 
preoeirt of non‘<re6isl«iroe that can be conceived. At the same time, it can never be too carefully 
kept in mind# that resistance is a << last and desperate remedy.” 

'or*' E.— The disowning of the authority of the king, and the excommunicating of his 
adherents at Rutliergleu, ^nquhar, and Torwood# were condemned by Mr. Welsh and the 
great body of the Presbyterians. He abhorred all revolutionary schemes, seeking simply a 
redress of grievances. He wore arms first fof all in hb own de/ence, or rather to intimidate 
those in parsuil of him j and to deter the soldiers from acts of wanton barbarity on small and 
defenceless thands. He never seerus to have planned anything like an open and systematic 
reeistance. The rising in which he was first and last en^iged was, as every one knows, unpre- 
meditated, forced upon him and the leading men .among the CovesNinteTs, and deplored by them, 
as an ex^titiordiDary and painful measure, which the mercHess oppression of the times and the in- 
valuable interests at stake, could alone justify. 

Note: F.— The divine right of Presbj'tery of Kpiscepacy is now virtually abandoned. We 
adhere to the foirmer, because founded on thww’ord of G^, agreeable to the constitution of the 
primitive eburcbesi fitted for spirituaT edification, and suitod to our peculiar haints and circum- 
stances. An enfightefied Episcopalian adheres to the latter, exactly on the same grounds. And 
iilstead of institulmg invidious compnrisor»s between them, or blindly defending them, or 
emleavouring “ to extirpate either,” our great object should be to remedy all the abuses incident to 
both. 

Note G.— I have given the passage from Khloton, as quoted by Dr. Burns in bis excel- 
lent Dissertation prefixed to V^^od^row’a Church History, a' W'ork (the Dissertation 1 mean) 
that evinces deep* research, great vigour of thought and expression, and a truly covenanting 
spirit. 


^ [Bof a more detailed aeeount of the sufi’eriwgs atid faithfulness of the Scottish martyrs 
in the cause of their Divine Master, we Ijeg to refer our readers to the enlarged edition 
of “ The Scots Worthes, ” which our publisher has the merit of bringing before tlic ])ub- 
lic. This edition, to which w^e refer, is by far line best of this most extraordinary w ork 
that has ever appeared. It is enriched with a preface by the late Mr. M‘Gavin, the 
author of “ The Protestant,” The Protestant Reformation Vindicated,” &c., and 
throughout them are numerous illustrative notes, from the pen of one of the ministers of 
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the Scottish Church, which add greatly to the value of the work. All who hold sacred 
the memory of the deceased martyrs, owe Mr. M‘Phun a deep debt of gratitude for 
putting them in possession of so excellent an edition of a work that must ever be dear 
to every Scotsman’s heart. “ He is,” as an English writer remarked, “ unworthy the 
name of a Scot who can be indifferent to the story of these immortal chamnions.” Should 
any of our readers, therefore, not already have possessed themselves of this work, so 
highly held in general estimation, we beg to recommend to them this improved edition 
of the Scots Worthies. It is the only complete edition of it, and contains many addi- 
tional lives to those generally in circulation. — Ed. Scottish Pulpit.] 


OUR SALVATION A GREAT SALVATION, AND THE SIN AND 
DANGER OF NEGLECTING IT ; 

A SERMON 

BY THE REV. WALTER M‘GILVRAY, 

Minister of St. Mark’s Church, Glasgow. 


'* How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation*' — Hebrews ii. 3. 


The chief design of the epistle before us 
is to prove the doctrine of our Lord’s divi- 
nity, in order thereby to prove the infinite 
efficacy of our Lord’s atonement. In the 
foregoing context the Apostle commences 
by pointing out the superiority of Christ to 
angels, which constitutes one of the steps 
of his great argument, and having, both from 
the direct testimony and legitimate scope of 
scripture, established his position, he pro- 
ceeds at once to apply the subject, and to 
press upon the conscience the practical in- 
fluence of the doctrine, which he had so 
clearly discussed, and so satisfactorily proved. 
He calls upon the Hebrew converts to re- 
cognise the importance of the gospel, in the 
supreme dignity of its author. He contrasts 
it in this respect with the Mosaic economy, 
and argues that if the old covenant, which 
was only delivered by the ministration of 
angels, was, notwithstanding, so sacred that 
every violation of its requirements, was 
surely, and severely punished ; how much 
greater would be the guilt, and how much 
sorer the punishment, that must follow a 
neglect of the gospel which had been pro- 
mulgated by one so far superior to angels, 
and which, therefore, ought to be received 
and observed with a degree of reverence, 
proportioned to the exalted character of him 
who condescended to proclaim it ? “ There- 
fore,” says the Apostle, “ we ought to give 
the more earnest heed to the things which 
we have heard, lest at any time we should 
let them slip, for if the w’ord spoken by angels 
was steadfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompense 
of reward, “ how shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation.” 

. In farther discoursing from these words, 
we shall 

' J. Adduce some reasons to show why 


the salvation here spoken of is called a 
great salvation. 

II. We shall consider who they are that 
may be said to neglect it. 

III. The sin and danger of such neglect. 

In compliance with this arrangement, we 

remark that the salvation spoken of in the 
text may be considered a great salvation : 

)st. On account of the dignity of its 
author. This argument we have already re- 
ferred to, as that which the apostle chiefly 
urges in the context, and on which he 
grounds his admonition against the neglect 
of it. It is a well known fact — a fact mmi- 
liar to our daily experience, that objects or 
actions are frequently estimated, according to 
the quality of the individual concerned in 
them. If that individual be exalted in rank 
or character, the eminence of his station 
gives weight to his deeds, independent of 
their intrinsic worth, insomuch, that things 
in themselves unimportant, derive con- 
sequence and consideration from his being 
concerned in them ; and things of acknow- 
ledged excellence acquire a value increased 
according to the eminence of the person 
from whom they proceed. How great, then, 
must the salvation here spoken of — in itself 
the best and the noblest of blessings — appear, 
when we consider the supreme dignity of 
its divine author — when we remember that 
he is “Jehovah’s fellow,” that he sits at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, far above 
all angels, and principalities, and powers, and 
every name that is named in heaven, or on 
earth, or under the earth— that he is (as 
the sacred writer declares in the preceding 
chapter) “the brightness of the Father’s glory, 
and the express image of his person,” and 
that in virtue of his unrivalled and eternal 
pre-eminence “ all the anggls of God are 
commanded to worship him.” Such, and 
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exalted is the author and finisher af the 
Christian covenant; and the salvation, there- 
fore, which he interfered to effect, and which 
lie condescended to proclaim, may well be 
regarded as “a great salvation.” 

But this salvation may be called great, 
2d. On account of the magnitude of the 
means which were employed for its accom^ 
plishment. You neCd not be told how 
much the value of a thing depends on 
the time, and labour, and expense that 
are required to procure it. What costs us 
but little exertion to obtain, we deem 
but of little consequence; but what de- 
mands the intervention of great means be- 
fore it can be compassed, is always on the 
contrary, proportionally prized as important 
and valuable. If this be the case, we can- 
not but admit that the salvation of the gospel 
may very justly be denominated “ great 
when we think of the mighty preparatiom 
that were made for it, and the stupendous 
price at which it was ultimately purchased. 
If we trace it to its origin, we find that it 
was first planned in the counsels of eternity, 
— that it occupied, if we may so speak, tlm 
attention of heaven’s supreme administrao 
tion, ages before diis scene of things was 
called into existence. And if w’elook back 
to the time when it began to be unfolded, 
we find that its commencement was coeval 
with the fall, and that the arrangements of 
Pro>ddence from that period dow’nwards, 
w'ere directed with the view of securing its 
accomplishment. The promises that were 
made to our first parents, and again, at sundry ; 
times, repeated to the patriarchs, formed the 
caifiest announcements of this momentous { 
design. The selection of the Israelites from 
among the rest of the nations — their bond- 
age and banishment in Egypt— their wan- 
derings in the wilderness, and their subse- 
quent establi^ment in the promised land ; 
w^ere all ordained for the purpose of pro- 
moting its development. Their civil and 
religious institutions — their rises and reverses 
as a peo|^le — tlieir peculiar privileges, and 
their equally peculiar }>u«iishments— their 
kings, their priests, their prophets, their 
records, and their miracles — ^in short, the 
whole sdiemc of their civil and ecciesi- 
astioal polity, and the entire scope and 
character of their national history, were con- 
structed and controlled for the advancenrent 
of that one grand purpose to which w e have 
referred. They w'ereall designed to pre- 
pare the way of the Lord,” to bring round 
events to that foreordained crisis — to that 
fiilness of time, (as the Scriptures term it,) 
at which the salvation liere spoken of was 
to be actually wrought out, and openly’^ and 


j universally revealed to the world. Such 
j long continued and important preparations — 

! preparations that affected the fate of many 
' kingdoms, during many thousands of years, 
and preparations which the providence of 
God watched over with peculiar intentness, 

I and which not only ordinary means, but 
jalso frequent and mighty miracles were 
employed to keep in their proper train — 
such preparations w^ere of themselves enough 
to show that the object intended to be an- 
swered by them must surely “ be great.” But 
when we consider the manner in which this 
object was more immediately attained; these 
preparations, mighty and momentous as 
they were, sink into almost utter insignifi- 
cance. When we think that for the pur- 
pose of effecting this salvation, he whom 
we have contemplated as the Son of the 
Highest, the image of his person, and the 
partner of his throne, required to descend 
from the right hand of power — to Jay aside 
for a season the glories of divinity — to leave 
the lands of immortality, and to live as a 
despised and rejected man in this bleak world 
of darkness, and wickedness, and wo ; and 
w hen we remember that “ after being found 
in fashion as a man,” after the unmeasured 
humiliation to w hich he stooped, by exchang- 
ing the bliss of heaven, and the light of his 
Father’s love, and the adorations of those 
glorified spirits “ who circle the throne re- 
joicing,” for the miseries of earth ; for the 
temptations ofdevils, andthe execrations of 
devilish men — when we remember, 1 say, 
that in addition to aU this he — the Lord of 
'humbled himself so far as to become 
obedient unto death, even the accursed 
death of the cross we may truly and 
emphatically say, that a salvation so ancient 
in its origin, so long and laborious in its 
development, and that required so mighty 
a sacrifice to secure it, is indeed “ a great 
salvation.” 

But this may be called a great salvation, 
3d. Oti ^account of the importance of its 
object^ which is to rescue immortal men 
from the guilt and misery in which their 
disobedience has involved them. Of the 
depth of that guilt and the amount of that 
misery no finite mind can form any adequate 
conception. Indeed, we oan only touch, as it 
W'ere, upon the more prominent particulars 
connected w ith the subject, for we attempt 
to ealoulate in vain the full extent of those 
evils wdiich sin has entailed upon us. It 
has, in the first place, brought us under 
the curse or condemnatory sentence oj 
I Gods violated law^ for tlie Scriptures as 
sure us that “ The w ages of sin is death, 
aad That cursed is every one that con- 
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tiniieth not in all things that are written in 
the book of the Law, to do them,” and 
inasmuch as all the children of men, witii- 
out exception, have transgressed the wiii of 
God, so are they all by nature under the 
wrath of God — under the malediction of 
Him who made them, and “ in whose hands 
their breath is, and all their ways.” But sin 
has not only brought them into this dread 
and perilous predicament, but it has also 
prostrated and ruined their moral powers 
to such a degree, that “the very imagina- 
tions of the thoughts of their hearts are 
evil only, and evil continually.” But 
such is the darkness in which our minds 
are enveloped, that we fail to realize in 
our own condition the representations of 
Scripture with regard to it ; for things can 
only be rightly estimated by compiuring them 
witli their contraries. Depravity can only 
1)0 properly understood by contrasting it 
with purity ; but so low and so limited is 
our sense of what is pure that we cannot 
attempt to judge by it of what is polluted. 
As well might the man who has been bom 
blind delineate the beauties of a landscape, 
or the hereditary slave describe the sw^eets 
of liberty, or the habitual profligate por- 
tray the pleasures of religion, as those wIk) 
are born in sin and nurtured in iniquity 
discover the depravity which they do not 
feeU by the contrasted light of excellence 
which they do not compreJmid, The very 
fact, however, of our irvcapacity fully to j>er- 
ceive the moral iwllution vvith which w'e are 
infected, is one of the very strongest proofs 
of its deep and unreached inveteracy ; and if 
w’e were gifted with the power of a spiritual 
discernment— if the eyes of our understand- 
ing were once opened and enlightened, we 
should see such an exhibition of the dire 
malignity of sin, and of the degree to w'bich 
it has defiled and defaced our moral nature ; 
that we should start back with dismay from 
the picture of foul deformity which our own 
h earts presen ted . Some m ay consider such 
views as the dreams of a morose and 
mystical religion, and exclaim against them 
as unfounded and fanatical ; but I appeal 
for their truth to the only standard of reli- 
gion — I make my appeal to the Bible! — and 
there I find that these view's are confirmed 
by the recorded experience of God’s people 
in every age of the church. Witness the 
horror of Job, w hen at the presence of the 
Lord “ the scales fdl from his eyes.” The 
moment the light of the divine purity 
flashed upon his conscience, that moment 
he cried out, with a feefing of intense abase- 
ment, “ I abhor myself and repent in dust 
and ashes 1” Witness again the case of 1 


Isaiah, when similarly circumstanced ; when 
in vision he beheld Jehovali “ on liia throne, 
high and lifted up,” and beard the sublime 
song of cherubim and seraphim resounding 
throughout the temple, “ Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty,” the sense of his ow n 
deep sinfulness overcame him to such a 
degree that be exclaimed, in the very midst 
of the august scene that was passing before 
him, “ Wo is me ! I am undone ; for I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell among 
a people of unclean lips, for mirve eyes have 
seen the King the Lord of Hosts.” But 
without multiplying examples farther, we 
would merely observe ; that if men them- 
selves, who, at the best, are but dimly en- 
lightened, perceive such a degree of guilt 
defilement within their own hearts as 
makes them cry out with amazement ami 
alarm ; how utterly polluted must they not 
appear to Him “ who is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity,” and who knows precisely 
the full measure of demerit and destructive- 
ness that is connected with sin. The vcm*- 
dict which be has passed upon it shows, in 
a most impressive light, the deep turpitude' 
that he attaches to it. We know that lie 
has denounced against it the extrcmeist 
punishment that his own power can inflict, 
or that man’s ])owers can sustain ; the pun- 
ishment of death — of death temporal— of 
death eternal. Oh, what untried and un- 
fathomed de|)ths of malignity must there not 
be involved in that which could induce a 
God of infinite merep to pronounce a seu- 
tenoe of everlasting ruin against his own 
creatures, or that could justify a God of in- 
\ finite righteousness in passing so dire a detom ! 
Surely, then, the salvation which delivers 
us from the wrath of God, from the defiling 
and destroying dominion of sin, and from 
the unutterable horrors of eternal perdition, 
may most emphatically be styled “ a great 
salvation.” 

But 4th, This salvation may be called 
great, on account of the importance of its 
end. That end is not merely to rescue 
man from the wrath, but to restore him to 
the friendship of God ; not merely to protect 
him from hell, but to promote him to heaven. 
Indeed, the term salvation is very frequently 
employed in scripture to express the deliver- 
ance of the believer from the sins and 
sufferings of time, and to his admission into 
the bliss of immortality. Of the height, 
and depth, and length, and breadth of that 
bliss, we can form but a very faint and far- 
distant conception, “ for eye bath not seen 
nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive the things which 
God hath prepared for those who love him,” 
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The descriptions which the inspired word angel’s tongue can justly portray the home 
contains of the joys that await the spirits of and the dwelling-place of God — that place 
th^ just made perfect, and of the glories of which the utmost power of the Almighty is 
that kingdom which the great Redeemer exerted to beautify, and which all his be- 
has purchased and prepared for them, nignity is called forth to gladden and to 
bright and glowing as they are, must fall bless ? If nature herself present, as she 
infinitely short of the sublime reality ; for often does, such prospects of surpassing 
Ma/ human language cannot express, and loveliness — ^if even this bleak world, blighted 
human thought cannot conceive. But, not- as it is with the desolating effects of sin, can 
withstanding the lameness of language to still exhibit such scenes of enchantment; 
portray, and the slowness of thought to when the sunshine of spring is spread upon 
apprehend the full splendours of that glorious its mountains, and the verdure of spring is 
scene, yet both are taxed to the uttermost resting on its vales, “ w'hen the time of the 
in the delineations of the divine record, so singing of birds is come and the voice of 
as to justify the admiring exclamation of the the turtle is heard in the land,” how loftier 
psalmist : “ Glorious things are spoken of and loftier far must be the aspect of that 
thee, O Jerusalem, thou city of our God.” *Mand of light,” where no cloud ever darkens 
All nature is ransacked for images to pic- the sky, and no chilling blast ever deso- 
ture out that ” far off land” of mystery and lates the soil ? and if human life sometimes 
magnificence. It is at one time represented witnesses such ghmpses of joy — if, like the 
holy place — a vast and venerable temple, night of northern climes, such bursts of in- 
whose pillared aisles and lofty dome ring tense gladness shine out for a moment 
with the choral swell of arch-angelic adora- from the midst of its gloom, O how unspeak- 
tion ; at another it is described as a rich able must be the rapture that is felt in that 
and mighty city — the metropolis of the region of pure and unsuspecting love, where 
spiritual universe — where sits the court, and free from the fears of change, and from the 
stands the throne of the King of kings, possibility of decline, theirjoy flows on “like 
where the dwellings are all palaces, and a mighty rivfer,” full, deep, and inexhaustible 
the citizens are all princes. Again it is set for ever and for ever. These, however, are 
forth under the figure of a banqueting only external and figurative delineations of 
Jpjuse, where high and happy guests, clothed blessings which, as being spiritual, must be 
in white robes, keep joyful festival, and re- spiritu^ly discerned, and cannot by human 
gale themselves with the viands of iramor- language, which is the language of sinners, 
tality “ at the marriage supper of the Lamb.” be fully or fittingly defined. And whilst, 
It is now presented to our view as a therefore, it is true that there is a local 
victory, on which, crowned with triumphal heaven, “ a land of pure delight, where 
wreaths and bearing in their hands the saints immortal dwell and whilst it is true 
palms of conquest, are seen the faithful that there is fulness of joy and pleasures 
soldiers of the cross, who, following the forevermore to be found and felt there, yet 
Captain of their salvation, have fought, and the happiness that is reserved for the re- 
struggled, and overcome. Then it is dis- deemed children of God arises from other 
closed to us a scene of soft and tranquil and higher sources than those which arc 
repose, where the toil-worn have ceased merely external, from sources of which 
from their labours and the weary are at rest, these are but faint and figurative emblems. 
“ where they hunger no more, neither thirst They consist in deliverance from sin: in 
any more, neither doth the sun light on deliverance from death ; in deliverance from 
them nor any heat, for the Lamb which is wo, and “ in righteousness, and peace, and 
in the midst of the throne feeds them and joy in the Holy Ghost and the salvation 
leads them to living fountains of waters, and which effects all this — which places us 
God wipes away all tears from their eyes.” beyond the reach of care, and crime, and 
Such are some of the varied aspects in which sorrow— -and which brings us “ to dwell for 
the sacred writers endeavour to represent ever with the Lord,” and to live for ever 
the unseen realities of heaven ; but, as we ** in the light of his countenance,” may. 
have already said, these representations can with peculiar propriety, be pronounced, “ a 
convey but very dim and inadequate ideas of great salvation” 
thataugustscene; forwhocandcscribe-what "" ’ continued, 
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But wc proceed as we proposed, 

II. To consider who they are that may 
be said to neglect this great salvation. 
And here we do not mean to dwell upon 
the conduct of those who are the open and 
avowed enemies of the gospel, for they do 
not constitute the class of individuals to 
whom this part of our subject applies ; 
neither docs it apply — directly at least — to 
those who, however they may profess to 
believe in the doctrines of divine truth, yet 
evidence, by their habitual and profligate 
disregard of the divine will, that theirs is 
profession without principle. Such charac- 
ters as these do much more than merely 
“ neglect'^ the great salvation. The former 
despise and disbelieve it altogether; and 
the latter treat its requirements with prac- 
tical contempt. Of these I would merely 
ask in passing, “ what shall ye do when God 
liseth up, and when he visiteth what shall 
yc answer him ?” “If the righteous scarcely 
be saved, where shall the sinner and the 
ungodly appear?” But trusting, as w'e 
earnestly do, that there are none now pre- 
sent who have the misfortune and the 
misery to belong to either of these classes, 
we go on to point out the description of 
persons w ho are more immediately referred 
to by the language of the text : and these, 
we apprehend, are they who regard the 
great salvation with lukewarmness and 
indifference ; who, if they do not actually 
VoL. V,-No. 197. 


oppose, yet do not properly appreciate it— 
who, so that they are guilty of no very 
flagrant violations of the gospel precepts, 
are satisfied to remain, for the present at 
least, without any interest in the gospel 
promises; and who, consequently, use no 
exertion to become acquainted with their 
nature, or partakers in their blessings. 
Great benefits, my friends, upon every 
principle of equity, should reckon upon 
great exertions being made for their pro- 
curement. But this principle, so reasonable 
in itself, and so regularly acted upon in the 
common affairs of life, seems to be very 
much discarded in reference to the things 
of religion ; as if they either did not deserve, 
or did not demand its application. As to 
their not deserving its application, we trust 
that there can be no question about that. 
We trust that in setting forth the particulars 
connected with this salvation, the circum- 
stances that entitle it to be called and con- 
sidered “ great,” we have said enough 
to show you that it deserves, if ought in the 
universe of God can deserve, our most 
earnest solicitude, to secure an interest 
in its rich and eternal immunities. Com- 
pared with it how poor, how petty, how 
empty, are the perishable interests ot 
time! Compared with it, what are the 
honours, the pleasures, the emoluments of 
life !— those glaring prizes that glitter so 
temptingly m the eye of the worldling, and 
20 
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for which he toils so unweeriedly, but which 
he finds in the end so “ stale, flat and un- 
profitable.” It has been well asked by one 
who knew the full import of the question, 
** What shall it profit a man if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul 
Alas 1 the world, though we could gain it 
all, would prove but a precarious possession. 
The stamp of vanity is impressed upon its fair- 
est ofierings, and vexation of spirit is closely 
connected with its most satisfying enjoy- 
ments. But even although it were not so — 
although its promises to the hope were not 
so cruelly broken to the heart as they uni- 
formly are, yet soon the heart and flesh will 
fail, and the hopes that have their origin 
on earth shall be buried with their owner in 
the grave. There the prospects of the 
worldling must for the present terminate, 
and of all the possessions which he harassed 
his brief span of existence to secure, he can 
get nothing away, except the narrow 
coffin that imprisons him, and the shroud 
that enwraps his lifeless remains — Wo to 
the forsaken sleeper if this was all that he 
wrought fur! — if the world, from which his 
memory has vanished, was all that he tried 
to secure! for the time is coming when the 
trump of doom shall pierce witli its startling 
summons “ the dull, cold car of death,'’ and 
he will then awake to see the riches and 
treasures of the earth — the things which he 
prized so su])remely, and for which he once 
laboured with such daily and exclusive de- 
votedness, consuming in the flames of the 
last conflagration ! and then, if not before 
then, will he also perceive the tremendous 
truth of the text, “ What shall it profit a 
man if he shall gain the whole world and 
lose his ow n soul V” And if, therefore, the 
interests of time, which afl'ord so little real 
satisfaction now, and which shall ultimately 
be destroyed as things of nought, are 
deemed w'orthy of so much care and exer- 
tion — shall that salvation which is the only 
source of comfort here, and which involves 
the interests of an endless eternity here- 
after, be considered worthy of less atten- 
tion V or rather when the comparative 
importance of the tw o is rightly estimated — 
when they are weighed in the balances to- 
gether, does not the one appear as “ nothing 
and less than nothing, and vanity,” when 
contrasted with the incalculable weight and 
worth of the other? If this then be the 
case, how earnest, and diligent, and labo- 
rious should we be in our attention to it f 
Ought not the desire to seenre an interest 


in its blessings be the predominant feeling 
in our hearts, and the grand object of our 
lives? 

But admitting, as w^e must, that the sal- 
vation of the soul deserves this degree of 
attention ; the next question is, whether the 
gospel really demands it? Whether it is 
necessary that we should devote ourselves 
to the subject with such engrossing solici 
tude ? It is necessary, at all events, that 
w'e should give it our highest and most 
habitual consideration, for w e are told that 
it is “ the one thing needful,” and we arc, 
accordingly, coiuinanded to seek it first. 
Every thing else that is incompatible with 
it, we are required, at whatever sacrifice, to 
relinquish for its sake. The right eye must 
be plucked out, and the right hand must be 
cut olF, nay, even our very lives “must not bo 
counted dear to ns,” if tliey come between us 
and this. And with regard to the degree 
of exertion that we are called upon to make, 
wc are directed to strive,” (or as the term 
may be more properly translated) to agonize 
“to enter in .it the strait gale;” “to give 
all diligence to make onr calling and elec- 
tion sure “ to press (like the panting 
racer) toward the mark for tiie prize of 
the iiigh calling in Christ Jesus.” Such is 
t!ie ilemand which it makes upon our zeal 
and assiduity, and any thing short of this 
is so far “neglecting the great salvation.” 

But we hasJen to consider in the 

111. and last place, Ttie sin and danger 
of such neglect. The Apostle- demands, 

‘ How shall we escape?” The question is 
far more emphatic than any positive decla- 
ration on the subject could have been. It 
strongly expresses the utter impossibility of 
the thing — the utter hopelessness of any 
attem])t to escape under such circumstances, 
and this will appear if we consider : 

1st, The folly and ingratitude that art 
implied in neglecting so g7'eat salvation. 
Had it been a matter of minor importance — 
had it been a tiling of less cost in its ac- 
quirenaent, and less concern to those whoso 
interests it affects, then the guilt of neglect- 
ing it would be comparatively light ; but to 
neglect so great salvation — a salvation 
which called forth in its contrivance the 
“ manifold wisdom of God” — which was 
the subject of solemn covenant between 
the divine persons of the Godhead — which 
was 80 early in its announcement, and 
so long, and so momentous, and so mar- 
vellous in its development ; a salvation for 
which angels were employed to prepare 
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the way ; which prophets were raised up gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. We must 
and commissioned to predict ; which mul- remember that ** God is not a man that he 
titudes of miracles were wTought to pro- should lie, or the son of man that he should 
mote ; and above all, which the Eternal repent. Hath He said it, and shall He not 
Son of the living God came down from do it? Hath he spoken it, and shall he 
heaven to proclaim, and died on earth to not make it good?” Do we think we shall 
effect. Wi^en we reflect for a moment on j be able to withstand his t>€ngeance, or ta 
the folly, and the blindnes's, and the gross | v}ard it off? Hear his awfid question, 
ingratitude that wo\ild be involved in our j “ Can thine heart endure, or can thy hands 
neglecting a salvation so mighty and merci- | be strong in the day that I will deal with 

ful, it may well be asked, “ How shall we j thee ? I the Lord have spoken it, and 

escape ?” will do it.*^ Do wc hope that we shall dude 

But the impossibility of escaping, will ap- his search^ or fly in our despair to some 
pear still more evident when vve consider: — forgotten place, some dark and unvisited 
Lastly. That it is the greats the only re- region of the universe where ho cannot 
medy provided for our deliverance. If there find us? Shall we “hide ourselves in the 
were any other means by which we could be dens and the rocks of the mountains, and 
saved from the consequences of sin ; or say unto the mountains and rocks, fall on 
any other way by which wc could be re- ■ us and hide ns from the face of Him that 
conciled to Him in whose hands our desti- | sitteth on the throne, and from tlie wTath 
nies are placed, then we might have some j of the Lamb.” And can we so es- 

rcason for neglecting the remedy which is i cape? “ Whither shall we go from His 

here prescribed ; but assured as w'e arc, on | spirit, or wliitl)er shall we flee from His 
the authority of God himself, that there is ■ pr(\>ence ? If wc ascend up into heaven, 
no other foundation that can l)c laid, or on , He is there ; if vve make onr bed in hell, 
which our hopes can be built, except that ^ behold He is there ; if we take the wings 
which this salvation reveals. That there is ; of the morning and dwadl in the uttermost 
“ no other name given under heaven among parts of the sea, even there shall his hand 
men, whereby we can be saved,” except the lead us, and liis right hand shall hold us, 
name of Him who is its author and finislu^r. ; If we say, surely the darkness shall cover 
If, in these circninst inccs, we neglect it, ns ; even the night shall be light about us. 
how shall we escape ? On what can we Yea, the darkness hidctli not from him ; 
rest a single hope of escaping? Do we but the night shineth as the day, the dark- 
imagine that God ivill recede from his ex- ness and the light are both alike to him,” 
pressed determination to punish those who How then shall ?/'<?, can we escape^ if W'O 
obey him not, and who believe not the ! neglect so “ great salvation ?” 


ON THE DUE IMPROVEMENT OF DOMESTIC HERE AVEMENTS j 

A SERMON, 

By the Rev. JOHN MITCHELL, D.D., & S.T.P., 

Minister of the United Secession Church, Wellington Stre'?t, Glasgow. 


“ 1 shall go to him, but he shall not return to mc ^ — 2 Sam. xii. 23. 

Such was the solemn reflection of David, The child, hero spoken of, was the son 
upon the death of his infant son. The cir- “ of her wlio had been the wife of Uriah,” 
cumstances connected with this event arc and whom David had espoused, after the 
narrated, with much simplicity and brevity, commission of very aggravated crimes. For 
in the preceding part of the chapter. They these, Nathan was sent by God to ref)rovt. 
were in themselves striking, and they may j the king, which he did in a most admirable 
prove exemplary, and instructive, to us. I and effective manner, surprising him, by a 
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parable skilfully constructed, into a confes- 
sion of the atrocity of his conduct, and a 
<lenunciation of his own doom. At the 
same time, the Seer intimated the death of 
the babe, who had been the fruit of a con- 
nexion so extremely sinful. Children born 
in similar circumstances are frequently ob- 
jects of offence to the parents, and their 
removal is welcomed as a relief, at once 
from a burden and from a disgrace. David, 
however, was too just, and too pious, to 
transfer the odium of his own trespass to his 
innocent offspring. Besides, this was the 
child of Bathsheba, who, it appears from 
the subsequent history, was his favourite 
spouse. It docs not seem that this son 
had lived long enough to form a charac- 
ter, and, by his own dispositions, talents, 
and dutiful deportment, to have won for 
himself a high place in the affections of his 
father ; but he had attracted the strong in- 
stinctive attachment of David, w'ho, it suffi- 
ciently appears from his writings, and from 
various passages in his history, notwith- 
standing several transactions which might 
seem to indicate the contrary, was very 
tender-hearted. Indeed, every penitent, in 
proportion to the depth of his contrition, 
for which David was remarkable, must be 
80. Urged, then, by the powerful feelings 
of a heart by nature full of sensibility, and 
farther softened by divine grace, when the 
child fell sick, “ according to the word of 
the Lord,” David interceded, earnestly and 
perseveringly, for his life and recovery. The 
denunciation of Nathan did not, in the 
king’s judgment, preclude such prayer ; for 
he knew that, according to the spirit of the 
sixth precept of the law, he was bound “ to 
use all lawful endeavours for the preserva- 
tion of his own life, and that of others,” 
particularly of one so near and dear to 
him. He had hope, especially as his sin 
was forgiven, that this punishment of it 
might also be remitted ; and that the God 
of love and the Father of mercies w'ould 
hear, as he had often done, the voice of his 
sorrowful prayer, reverse the sentence, and 
spare the child. Accordingly, he prostrated 
himself in the sick-chamber, with incessant 
supplication, and fasting, and sorrow. All, 
however, was in vain. The decree had 
gone forth, and was not to be recalled. The 
child died on the seventh day of his illness, 
perhaps of his life. Then David, whose 
soul had seemed hitherto to shun consola- 
tion, and who refused to admit any inter- 
ruption of his prayer and humiliation ; to the 


surprise of his servants, rose from the. 
earth, anointed himself, changed his apparel, 
went into the house of God to w'orship, and 
afterwards, returning to his own house, asked 
for refreshment, and resumed the discharge 
of his ordinary functions. Struck with this 
apparently unaccountable conduct, so con- 
trary to the usual demeanour of men in such 
circumstances, his servants could not avoid 
expressing their surprise ; and David ex- 
plained it satisfactorily in those two verses 
where our text lies ; “ While the child was 
yet alive I fasted and wept : for I said. 
Who can tell whether God will be gracious 
to me, that the child may live ? But now 
he is dead, w herefore should I fast ? can 
I bring him back again ? I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me.” The gene- 
ral meaning of this reply obviously is, That, 
as long as the child was alive, and the event 
uncertain, he regarded himself as authorized 
to implore God that the fatal issue might 
be averted ; but, w hen this had befallen, he 
felt bound instantly to acquiesce in the w ill of 
his heavenly Father, and to prej)are thence- 
forth for his own death, which involved a 
departure into the eternal world, where he 
would rejoin his beloved offs|)ring. The 
last idea contains the spirit of the text, “ I 
shall go to iiim, but he shall not return to 
me.” 

VV^iat I propose, for the farther elucida- 
tion of this subject, (which, in its general 
and most obvious aspects, may come borne 
to the case of not a few,) is, through divine 
aid, 

I. To offer a few' remarks, deducible from 
the preceding narrative ; 

II. To untold the solemn view's compre- 
hended in the declaration of the text ; and. 

Lastly. To apply the interesting subject 
to appropriate, practical purposes. 

I. We begin with offering, and briefly 
illustrating, a few' remarks drawn from the 
foregoing relation, which is very afiecting, 
and may be useful. And we observe, 

1. That it is not sinful in any case (with a 
reserve of the divine sovereignty, which is 
always imjdied or expressed) to deprecate 
the death of dear friends and beloved chil- 
dren. 

Hardly any case of exclusion can be con- 
ceived stronger than the one now before 
us. God, by the mouth of his prophet, had 
expressly denounced the death of this little 
one. But David interceded, it should seem 
long and earnestly, for his life, and did so 
uureproved. Though the very apposite 
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case of Hezeliiah had not yet occurred ; yet 
he acted upon the principle which justified 
that monarch in pleading for his own re- 
covery, after sentence of death had been 
passed u})on him also, and explicitly inti- 
mated to him. In both cases, you see that 
the instinctive yearnings of nature are not 
opposed to the .spirit of religion. This con- 
trariety, however, exists, and is cruelly 
cherished, to a great extent, among heathens. 
By them, in many regions of the earth, 
their children arc exposed, or drowmed, or 
buried alive, or sacrificed to cruel divinities, 
without remorse, and even without regret. 
Theirs is a superstition alike barbarous and i 
impious. But .Tehovah, “ tlie one living ^ 
and true God,” hath all along proclaimed, j 
and approved himself to be merciful ami ! 
eompassiouato. He willeth not the death 
of any. Often, he has passed from the 
judgment deserved and denounced. And, 
always, ho loves to spare life rather than to 
take it away, when this can be done con- 
sistently with his wise and holy purposes, 
with the good of iiis children, and the glory 
of his government. He permits, accord- 
ingly, our intercessions for all, even for the 
worst. He hath planted innocent affections 
in our bosoms, and he cannot be displeased 
with their legitimate exercise, in pleading 
for the lives and the comfort of those who 
are beloved by us, provided this is done in 
the faith of his mercy, and in submission to 
his holy will. 

2. God is pleased, in the course of his 
adorable ])rovidence, sometimes to visit the 
iniquity of father.s upon their children, of 
progeiiilors upon their posterity. 

You see a striking instance of this in the 
<*ase before us. It was ex|>ressly, as the 
puuishraeut of the sin of David, and doubt- 
less of Bathsheba too, that this child, the 
fruit of their unlawful loves, w^as smitten. 
And such is the express language of the 
sanction of the second precept of the deca- 
logue : “ 1 the Lord thy God (saith Jeho- 
vah), am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children, unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me.” This, then, is a law' of the moral 
government of God ; and the infliction, wm 
apprehend, is far more frequent and exten- 
sive than, without reflectiou and inqiiiry, 
we w'ould be apt to imagine. You see it * 
in the first sin of the first man, devolving, in 
consequence of covenant connexiori, upon 
all his posterity. And it occurs in other 
cases, when no federal relation exists, or can j 


be supposed to exist, and when the era of* 
execution is far distant. The AniDrites, as 
the descendants of Ham, w'ere early di* voted 
to destruction ; but, as the permitted eunrso 
of their personal provocations was not, tinished 
till many hundreds of years afterw auls, we 
read that, in Abraham’s day, their cup was 
not full,” and they were reserved to fall, in 
future times, by the sw'ord of Israel. And our 
Saviour warned the Jews of that generation 
among whom Ue ministered, that the blood 
of all the prophets and righteous men, which 
had been shed from the beginning of the 
w^orld, wmuld be required of ihcui.” Such 
visitations, hov\'ever,fall only upon those that 
“ hate God and, blessed i)e his gracious 
najrie ! it is not evil alone tliut descends, 
Blessincjs also devolve upon the seed of the 
rigli loons, from age to age. For “ God 
showetli mercy to thousands, e., (as the 
contrast may seem to imply, conlirmed by the 
correspondence of Ps. eiii. 17,) to a t'uoii- 
sand generations of them that love him, and 
keep his commandments.” If “ he layetb 
up iniquity for the children of the wicked,” 
he delights, esj}ecially, to treasure up grace 
for the offspring of the godly. There is 
thus, iny brethren, an intimate and a most 
influential connexion betwixt parents and 
their children, for good or for evil, which 
by no moans terminates with the death 
of the former, and which should powerfully 
deter them from sin, as well as irreligion, 
and impel them to holiness and piety. The 
sinner know's not what misoliief he m;iy do 
to those that come after him, even in an 
age the most remote ; nor the godly what 
blessings he may diffuse, and perpetuate, 
among his descendants to the last genera- 
tion of his race. 

3. Prayer is the proper exercise of the 
soul, amid afflictions and bereavements, lelt 
or feared. 

“ Is any man,” saith Jame.s, ” afflicted, 
let him pray.” And to prayer David be- 
took himself, on this very trying occasion. 
Tliis j)ious exercise, in such circumstances, 
serves three exctfllent purposes among 
others. First. It is the appointed and ap- 
propriate mean {A averting the dreaded event, 
if such be the will of the Almighty. The 
prayer of faith does wonders, and has often 
“saved the sick.” Prayer, also, soothes . \ 
soul amid suffering. I knew once a daugh- 
ter of Abraham, who had met with a trial of 
almost unexampled severity, since her two 
and only sons, affectionate and promising 
young men, had been smitten at once ; and 
2 0 2 
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who, wlicn the sad procession, wliich was 
to carry the dead bodies tog^ethcr to the 
tomb, began to move from the house, en- 
treated the minister to pray with her ; “ for,’" 
said she, “ I always feel my soul composed 
by prayer amid afflictions.” In addition to 
these considerations, wc may remark that 
prayer obtains consolation and blessing 
from above, under bereavements and suffer- 
ings. Moses lifted up his soul to God at 
the Red Sea, and tlie depth divided to open 
a passage for him and for the host of Israel, 
that they might escape from tlie rage, and 
vengeance, of the Egyptians. Jacob, alarmed 
at the prospect of meeting an incensed 
brother, cried unto “ the angel who had 
redeemed him from all evil,” and was de- 
livered. Daniel prayed to God in the lion’s 
den, and was r(^scned. Jonah raised his 
voice from the bottom of the sea, wdien “ the 
weeds w'ere wrapt about his head,” and w'as 
cast forth upon dry ground. And our 
blessed Lord, in the days of his flesh, when 
his “ soul was sorrow ful, exceeding sorrow- 
ful, even unto death,” “offered up prayers 
and supplications, with strong crying and 
tears, unto Him that was able to save him 
from death, and was heard in that ho 
feared.” 

4. Humiliation and fasting arc exercises 
specially befitting times of trouble. 

To these also the afflicted monarch had 
recourse, at this time. It is to be feared, 
however, that in this age, even the godly 
seldom resort to them in similar circum- 
stances ; and others, alas ! arc more apt, 
amid afflictions, to betake themselves to the 
stunifying, or the inebriating potion ; to 
guilty pleasures, or dissi[)ating society : thus 
producing an oblivion of cares and sorrows, 
alike short-lived and sinful, soothing for a 
moment to the feelings, but deadl)’^ to the 
soul. No doubt, fasting has been abused 
in many cases, as wc see in the history of 
the Jews, and of modern superstition. But 
what doctrine of revelation, or ordinance of 
heaven, or exercise of devotion has not been 
perverted ? It is true, also, that outw^ard 
abstinence of itself is no part of spiritual 
devotion, and of small avail ; for “ bodily 
exercise profiteth little,” and may even de- 
generate into “ will worship.” Still, in 
such cases, it is natural ; for the soul that is 
afflicted for its iniquities, or deeply grieved 
on other accounts, “ abhors all manner of 
meat.” Not only so, it is becoming, as 
well as dutiful, and, when proceeding from 
proper principles and accompanied by 


a suitable spirit, may be regarded as an 
acceptable sacrifice to God. And it is in 
many respects useful. It is one of the 
most palpable signs of inward contrition. 
It crucifies the flesh, and completes the 
mortification of the w'hole man. It is 
fitted to withdraw the soul from the over- 
w'eening attractions, and influences, of earth. 
It helps us to subdue passion, by mortifying 
appetite. It conduces to spirituality of 
mind, and stability of holy purpose. And. 
when inspired by divine grace, it is an 
oblation to God of appetite, as w'ell as 
of affection ; of the propensities of the 
body, as well as of the attachments of the 
heart. 

5. Submission to the will of God, under 
the loss of children or other bereavements, 
is the duty of all ; and, when spiritual strength 
is ministered from on high, wall be the at- 
tainment of the good. 

David, on this occasion, as you perceive 
from the preceding history, reached an emi- 
nent degree of this exercise. Nor will 
others, who depend upon God, and seek 
resignation from him, be wanting in it. 
And it is a temper and conduct at once 
rational and religious. What, indeed, can 
be more wise, and becoming, and pious, than 
to commit without distrust and w ithout re- 
pining, the disposal of all our connexions and 
concerns to Him, who cannot err, and who 
can never do us any wrong ? Yet, alas I it 
is often otherwise ; and a different spirit — 
unwise and unstable — is suffered to prevail. 
Do we not see very many refractory and 
rebellious amid the disappointments and 
disasters of life, especially when the trial 
is somewhat singular in its character, or 
aggravated by concomitant circumstances ? 
Nay, does not the sufferer sometimes justify 
his fretfulnoss or murmuring, and say with 
Jonah, or at least seem to say, “ I do well 
to be angry V” Against this temper of mind, 
so unseemly, so ungodly, and so injurious, 
let the afflicted and bereaved sedulously 
watch and strive. On the other hand, how' 
honourable will it be to divine grace, if w'e 
are enabled to glorify God amid consuming 
fires ; and are made, under afflictions how- 
ever disastrous and irremediable, to adopt 
the resolution of the prot)het, so just and 
yet so noble : — “ Although the fig-tree shall 
not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vine, the labour of the olive shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat, the flock 
shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall 
be no herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice 
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in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of 
my salvation.” 

6. The sanctuary of God is that place to 
which the bereaved mourner may, most 
aptly, resort. 

The King of Israel, as we read, when 
his child was dead, “ went into the house of 
God and worshipped.” And Job, when he 
heard of those desolating strokes, w'hich 
slew all his children, and swept away all his 
possessions, bowed the head, and adored. 
In like manner, Asaph, when he was “en- 
vious of the foolish, and saw the prosperity 
of the wicked,” when his faith staggered, 
when he was about to renounce his religion 
and belie his experiences, went into the 
sanctuary, and there had the mysterious dis- 
pensation satisfactorily explained to him, 
and his troubled soul composed. And here 
in *• the holy place of the Most High,” it is 
still felt, especially under the present en- 
larged and liberal dispensation of truth and 
grace, that the afflicted finds instruction and 
consolation, in the establishment of his faith, 
and the elevation of his hope ; that light is 
thrown upon dark providences, and strength 
is ministered for bearing great adversities ; 
that life is seen to spring from death, and 
blessing to grow out of bereavement. In the 
mythological tales of ancient Greece, it is 
said that the altar of Jupiter was so happily 
situated, that no wind could blow upon 
it. And within the holy oracle around the 
mercy-seat of Jehovah, there is enjoyed a 
sacred calm. There is found every thing 
that is fitted to tranquillize the perturbed 
mind, to soothe the afflicted heart, in the 
time of trouble. “ In the evil day,” says 
the Psalmist, “thou wilt hide me in thy 
pavilion, in the secret of thy tabernacle 
shalt thou hide me, thou wilt set me upon a 
rock.” 

7. W e should not only feel and cherish, 
but also exemplify submission to the divine 
dispensations. 

So did the son of Jesse ; for when apprized 
that his son was dead ; he rose from the 
earth, anointed himself, changed his ap- 
parel, and went into the house of God to 
worship. It is unworthy of a Christian, of 
an heir of immortality, always to dwell in 
the shadow of grief, and to stay by the grave 
w'eeping. Joab did far worse things, than 
putting an end to the excessive grief of 
David for Absalom, which withdrew him 
from the exercise of his high functions, in- 
volved a censure upon the loyalty of his 
people, and endangered the stabilitv of his 


government. Our grief may be exces- 
sive in duration as well as in measure ; 
and it is always sinful, when it cools our 
hearts to the love and service of God, and 
unfits us for the discharge of the duties of 
life. “ So I see,” said one of the Societ)*^ 
of Friends, to a lady who seemed to him to 
have mourned too much, and too long, for 
the death of a beloved daughter, “ thou 
hast not yet forgiven God for the death of 
thy child.” 

Lastly. The conduct of the children of 
God under painful bereavements, may often 
appear strange to others, though it be found- 
ed upon the best principles, and be capable 
of being justified by the best aiguments. 

So did David’s deportment to his ser-» 
vants after the death of his child ; but you 
see that, in the text and context, he assigns 
the best reasons for it. And the godly still, 
amid similar circumstances, by their calm- 
ness and composure, by their resignation 
and cheerfulness, may excite equal surprise, 
and yet be capable of vindicating their 
temper and conduct no less satisfactorily. 
Are they tried with the loss of this world’s 
goods, they know that they have, “in heaven 
a better and a more enduring substance.” 
Are they aspersed in character, or injured, 
in interests, they appeal to “ Him who 
judgeth righteously : their witness is within 
and their record on high.” Are they be- 
reaved of their children and friends ? The 
former they have dedicated to God, and 
cannot retract the dedication, though he 
sliould bo pleased to act upon it unex- 
pectedly and painfully ; and amid the re- 
moval of the latter, they have still one, the 
best of friends, and whose fulness compre- 
hends all relations, “ who sticketh closer than 
a brother.” Do the comforts and connexions 
of time disappoint their fondest hopes, and 
leave their souls desolate ; their reflections 
and emotions are only thrown, with thd^ 
greater force upon eternity, where all that 
is truly estimable and delightful will be 
either gloriously replaced, or superabun- 
dantly compensated. 

This leads ns to the second head of 
discourse, under which we propose to unfold 
the views contained in the text itself, “ 1 
shall go to him ; but he shall not return to 
me.” 

Now this explanation, given by David to 
:ii9 servants, in connexion with the death 
of his child, may be contemplated in the 
following lights : — 

1. It is the sorrowful declaration of one, 
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who had just beon bereft of u. beloved son 
the only son of his mother. 

Few trials in life can be more painful 
than this. Hard must be that heart which 
does not feel it, and feel it deeply. Unna- 
tural »nu8t be that parent, who does not be- 
w'ail it most sorrowfully. How doleful was 
that lamentation, which David afterwards 
poured lorth over another of his sons, slain 
in rebellion, while he had others more 
dutiful children still alive : — “ O Absalom, 
(ho cried) my son, my son ! would to God 
I had died for thee, rny son, my son !” 
Above all, how severe the trial which Ab- 
raham was called to undergo, when he was 
commanded to offer up his son, his onl}^ son. 
Isaac. Trials very similar, though doubtless 
infinitely inferior to that mig-hty sacrifice, the 
greatest of all others, which the Father of 
mercies made for our redemption, when he 
“spared not his own son, his only begotten 
son,” but gave him up to the death for us all. 

2. The statement before us presents to 
our view a [terson, amid his sorrows, medi- 
tating solemnly upon cteniity, and solacing 
Ids soul with this contemplation. This w'as 
the state into which the son of David had 
just entered. 

If there be any thing calculated to throw 
our thoughts upon the world of spirits, or 
to make us feel our connexion with the 
eternal scene most closely, it is death, espe- 
cially the death of a dear friend ; for then 
the soul is softened, solemnized, and urged 
to think. And such serious anticipations, 
one might suppose, w'cre in such circum- 
stances unavoidable. Hut, alas ! it is not 
so. Many, amid death, stay l)y the grave 
w'eepiiig ; but never bestow^ a thought upon 
future existence. Even on the verge of a 
future world, and amid all the insignia which 
indicate that a beloved spirit has re- 
cently taken its flight thither ; — amid the 
stillness of the death-chamber, the soiern- 
nities of burial, and the memorials of tlie 
cemetery, they contrive to shut out the 
thoughts of eternity. Now, this is neither 
wise nor pious. It is to stop short at the 
threshold, when we are cnlled, by every 
thing around us, and ought to be excited by 
every thing within us, to enter the great 
building. It is to be engrossed with pre- 
cursors, but to neglect the end at which 
they point, and to which they lead. It is 
to forget how near that dread being is into 
which one w ho, it may be, was “ dear to us 
as our ow n souls,” has just passed ; ami how 
•uon we ourselves may be conveyed, or 


precipitated into it. It is to forego, and 
w'illiugly to forego, that great and salutary 
influence, wdiich the event is adapted, and 
W'as intended, to produce. On the contrary, 
a good man, and a true believer, wall avail 
himself, as David did, of such sorrowful 
seasons and scenes, to place himscif“ inidcr 
the powers of the world to come,” and to 
hasten his preparation for “ an endless life.” 
And never, as an eloquent and original 
preacher, whose voice no more speaks on 
earth, once remarked, did Abraliaiii a])pear 
more august than when sitting, at tiie even- 
ing of the day in the door of Itis tent, 
and meditating upon eternity ! And, truly, 
that man, as another powerful think(‘r has 
observed, in whose mind tlie past and the 
future predominate over the })reseMt. is a 
more rational and intelligent b('ing, than an- 
other whose thoughts do not take this wide 
range, but are engrossed with the present 
passing hour. And he, doubtless, is tnosi of 
all a child of immortality, w lto is anticipating 
hisendlessexislence ; who is communing most 
with the w'orld of spirits, and w ho loves to 
have his “conversation in heaven, w hence he 
looks for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus (fiirist, 
who shall changeour vile borlies, and fashion 
them like unto his own glorious^ body, ac- 
cording to the working whereby he is 
enabled to subdue all things unto himself.” 

3. The intimation of the text is tlie ut- 
terance of one w'ho is anticipating the hour 
of his ow n departure. “ 1 shall go to him.” 
There is but one way, as there is only one 
event, for all mankind. “ It is appointed 
to all men to die,” Tlie paths of life, how'- 
ever much they may diverge from one an- 
other, are all concentrated in the tomb ; and 
although they may be designed sliidiously to 
retreat from it, yet do they all lead inces- 
santly thither. This is “ the house a|>pointed 
for all living.” Man goeth continually, and 
inevilably, to his long home. We may not 
think of this fatal progress, we may be an- 
xious not to mark it, nay, we may beguile 
ourselves, especially amid days of unbroken 
and luxuriant liealth, into a disbelief of the 
melancholy fact ; but there can be no truth 
more certain, or more undeniable to a sane 
mind than this, that we are all travelling, day 
and night, without a moment’s intermission, 
to this great rendezvous of the sons of men. 
And howsoever we be separated by our 
course of life, or by the stroke of death, 
we shall all meet in the grave, and lie down 
in the dust together. Then the parent shall 
overtake his cliild, and, peradveniure aeso- 
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dated m place, have the melancholy satis- 
faction of reposing in the same cold cham- 
ber, and mouldering together into the same 
earth. Now, David was naturally led, when 
his beloved child had just left him, to think 
of his own departure, to anticipate his own 
last sleep in the common grave. 

4. The bereaved mourner is here con- 
templating death as an irrevocable step in 
existence : “ I shall go to him, but he can- 
not return to me,'" 

This consideration invests the last event 
with peculiarimportance. In most other cases, 
if a mistake is committed, it may be rectified 
subsequently ; if a wrong step be taken, it 
may be retrieved ; if a loss be incurred, it 
may be repaired. But here all this is im- 
possible. At death, the character isfixed,and 
fixed for ever ; the soul, if lost, is eternally 
lost. And this is a view which also deepens 
sorrow. “ O remember,” says the plaintive 
mourner of Uz, “that my life is wind; 
mine eye shall no more see good. The eye 
that hath seen me, shall sec me no more : 
thine eyes arc upon rnc, and 1 am not. As 
the cloud is consumed, and vanisheth aw’ay, 
so ho that gocth down to the grave shall 
come up no more. He shall return no more 
to his hojise, neither shall his place know 
him any more.” No more shall the babe 
smile on our knee, or prattle in our pre- 
sence. No more shall the youth entertain 
us with his adventures, or the scholar de- 
light us with his acquirements, or the strong 
man w ith the feats of his strength, or the irra- 
diations of his genius, or the powers of his 
eloquence, or the achievements of his hero- 
ism, or the traits of his excellence, or tlie 
aspirations of his piety. All, all are gone ! 
Silent is the grave. Still and mute arc 
the dead. Vacant are the places they once 
occupied, and frequented ; or filled, and re- 
sorted to by others. Sorrowful and deso- 
late arc the bosoms on which they once 
leaned, the hearts they once caused to 
exult w ith joy. 

Lastly. David is hero anticipating a happy 
reunion with his beloved child, in a better 
world. Nothing less, doubtless, could have 
cither satisfied his faith, or soothed his spirit. 

We are not now to enter upon the in- 
quiry, concerning the salvation of all chil- 
dren dying in infancy. On this subject, 
w e apprehead, Scripture has given no de- 
cisive information, and where the inspired 
w’riters are silent, it is not our province to 
determiiie. This, however, b a question dif- 
ferent from that which concerns the salvation 


of Me offspring of believers. Ou the latter, 
wc think, the Book of God has shed a pleasing 
light. Jehovah hath been accustomed, in ten- 
der mercy, all along to unite, in his covenant, 
believing parents with their seed. “ The 
promise,” saith he, addressing such, “is unto 
you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off ; even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call.” And the children of prayer 
arc the children of hope — those about whom 
the faith, and the aspirations, and the inter- 
cessions of godly parents have been exer- 
cised, with particular ardour and interest, 
from earliest life ; especially those who, like 
Timothy, have been taught the Holy Scrip- 
tures, not without accompanying supfilication, 
by pious mothers and grandmothers ; those, 
above all, who have been trained up, by au 
extended course of Christian tuition, carefull y 
and prayerfully, in the way of the Lord ; these, 
though called aw'ay in early life w hen they 
can say little or nothing of tluur views and 
feelings, are probably the children of grace, 
and the heirs of immortality. For “ the effec- 
tual, fervent prayer of the righteous availeth 
much” — the heart that goes out, thus vehe- 
mently, after them and their salvation hath, 
probably, been impelled by grace to aspire 
after this very thing. Jehovah never “ said 
to the seed of Jacob, Seek my face in vain.” 
And such is the ordinary issue anticipated 
in the declaration of inspired Solomon : 
“ Train up a child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old, ho will not depart from 
it.” Meanwhile, Christian j)arent«, how 
consolatory the hope of meeting such again 
in the realms of life, and light, and joy ! 
when “ the small and the great stand before 
God.” How delightful to receive and to 
recognise our little ones, now matured 
in the knowledge and in the grace of 
immortalit 3 % us in part the fruit of our hum- 
ble prayer Sy mid the seals of our domestic 
ministry in the Lord! And, especially, 
when all the good are gathered in, and all 
the children, of whom the kingdom of hea- 
ven is made up, are convened ; — how trans- 
porting to associate with them, through 
eternity, in that blessed land, where God 
“ shall, wipe aw^ay all tears from all eyes, 
and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, nor shall there be any 
more pain ; for the former things are passed 
away.” 

From this subject we may learn what we 
have all to expect, in such a world as this. It 
is, that death will, sooner or later, invade our 
families, and snatch from us the dearest 
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objects of our afPectioiis. Indeed, the most 
intimate and tender relations of life are all 
constituted with this understanding, that 
they shall one day ho dissolved. The 
parent nmst l)e severed from child, the 
imshand from wife, friend from friend, and 
all of ns from those that are dear to us as 
our own soii!'^. 

The views that we have been taking’also 
admonish us, that [)arents tnusi do much 
j^ood, or nuieh ill, of the most influential 
kind, to their children. Their personal 
q^races, through the inerey of God, may 
descend ; their particular vices, through the 
corrnj)tion of human nature, are almost sure 
to deseend. The puriislirnent of their sins 
in all prol)ability, and not less surely the 
blessing promised to their good and holy 
lives, will devolve upon their posterity. 
Such, of eilher sort, is the inheritance usually 
assigneil to “ children’s children, under the 
moral government of God ” Let all pa- 
rents, then, strive so to conduct themselves, 
that tlu'ir nicMuory shall bo a blessing, not a 
<‘nrse, to those they leave behind ; that tliose 
who are dear to tlieni may derive only the 
most salutary inilnenccs from them ; that 
“ their g()<)d name may praise them in the 
gales,” and lhat their ciiildron to the latest 
g<‘rieralion, “ may rise nj) and call thorn 
blessed.” 

We are taught, again, wbat reflection 
llie di'^appearanee of others from this earthly 
scene should suggest most naturally to our 
minds. It is the thought of our own de- 
parture. Of this every death, and every 
o[)ening grave, should remind us. Sur- 
rounded, then, by the dying and the dead, 
5>y the memorials of the things that have 
been, and the shadows of the things that 
are, let ns familiarize ourselves to the con- 
sideration of our latter end ; — let us anti- 
cipate that solemn period when we also 


shall go the way of all tlie earth, and be no 
more seen here below let ns ask ourselves 
whetlier we are indeed prepared for the 
hour of our departure, and are graciouslv 
acquainted with tliat great and generous 
Being, wdio, “ for this end, both died, and 
rose again, and revived, that he might be 
the Lord of the living and of the dead.” 

Finall3^ Amid dissolving assemblies, and 
the disruption of the dearest connexions 
on earth, let us think upon that period and 
that state, when all the famil)’^ of God shall 
meet, not one lacking, and the congregation 
of the redeemed shall be convened never 
to be broken up. Happy, happy day ! when 
all the good shall be reunited, never to part, 
never to sin, never to suffer ; w lien David 
shall meet his infant son, from whom he w as 
severed amid such anguish of soul ; when 
holy parents shall meet their gracious cliil- 
dren ; when pious pastors shall meet their 
beloved people ; when all shall meet those 
who were most worthy of their esteem and 
affections, and when “ the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return and come to Zion with 
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads, 
w hen they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
sorrow^ and sighing being for ever done 
away — no ” Rachel w’cejiing for her chil- 
vlren, and refusing to be comforted because, 
they are not no dacob mourning his lost 
Josepli, and saying, “ nay, but 1 will go 
down to the grave weeping for my son 
no David crying, 1 shall go to him; but he 
shall not return to me; and no saint or 
or servant of God lamenting the absence of 
even one that could have added to tluj 
blessedness of their heaven, or to the bright- 
ness of their glorv. 


and Swill iiiiiri me ie>{iei;n.‘u imiiiit-i, miidiii iiii 

was assisting, had lost his only »<on and child. 


THE LOVE OF GOD CONTRASTED WITH HUMAN AFFECTION. 


It must be obvious to all who consider 
the religion of the Bible, and who have 
leisure or learning to compare it w ith other 
systems, that it differs from them all in one 
most important resfiect. All oLlicr religions 
profess, more or less, to give us views of 
God, and of our ridation to him, of the 
duties which we owe him in this life, and of 
the hopes that his promises alTord us of 
hereafter. But the object of all this is to 
cio something w'hich may diynify man. 


which may exalt him in his own eyes, and 
make him think more highly of himself than 
he ought to think. Christianity is the only 
known religion that exerts its influence di- 
rectly on the heart — that tells us that God 
loves man, and that therefore man’s first 
religious duty is to love God. Not only' 
do we find this great difference, but another, 
which is a direct consequence of this. Other 
religions fail not only in the object which 
they propose to us, but in tlie means by 
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which that object, such as it is, must be ef- 
fected. It is utterly iu vain to talk to us 
about the abstract qualities of the Deity ; 
it will never affect our hearts, it will never 
influence our conduct. Men may go on 
preaching*, and other men may go on listen- 
ing foi ages ; but unless the religion that 
is preaclied to u? affect us, and that deeply, 
we shall never be the bettor for it, though 
all the sublimity of the human mind was 
exhausted to paint a notion of the Deity, 
and all its eloquence was employed to de- 
scribe the cflect that such a notion should 
have on us. In one word, the difference 
between real Christianity and any other 
is this, that the latter tell us, in various 
languages, that God is to be feared ; and 
Christiatiity, and that alone, teaches us that 
God is to be loved. In this comparison it 
might be easy, by quoling from antiquity, 
to show how little the love of Cbxl entered 
into the conception of other systems. One 
instance may suffice. An ancient philoso- 
pher, and far from the worst of the set, 
stoutly inaintaim'd that it ivaa impossible to 
love God : the fact is on record, and the 
truth is indisputable. In the words of in- 
spiration, he has met an ample riffutatioii — 
“ God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only b(!gotten Son, that whosover believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.'’ Tliis then must be the religion 
that must be fittest for man. Oiir ears may 
be gratilied by eloijuent language, our feel- 
ings may be touched hy pathetic deseviptiou, 
our minds may be enlarged by lofty themes ; 
blit unless our hearts are affected, onr reli- 
gion is vain. Christianity alone affects the 
lieart, and when tliat is truly, deeply stirred, 
our lives will be proportionably influenced, 
and only tlien. The declaration made in 
the above jiassage of Scripture is one of 
sovereign importance. Of whom is it de- 
clared that he loves us? Of Him whose 
power is omnipotence, whose nature is un- 
alterable, whose love is everlasting. It 
must be obvious to us, on the most superfi- 
cial view of life, that man was formed to 
cultivate an attachment with his fellow- 
creatures ; and that without this, life is either 
a blank or a torment. We court the favour 
or the fondness of our fellow-creatures, from 
the first hour of life to the last — in infancy 
we cling to the nurse or the parent — in 
childhood we seek the friendship of our 
contemporaries — in advancing youth we 
pursue the illusions of passions — in age, 
weary of that folly, we are satisfied with 


cultivating the ties of blood, and please our- 
selves with the thoughts of sinking to rest 
pillowed on the arms of those whose infant 
clasp we have folded in prayer, and soothed 
by the consolations of those to whose infant 
tongues we have first taught the name of 
I God, and the prayer in which his love has 
, taught even children to hail Him as their 
I ‘‘ Father who is in heaven.” 

Thus dependent are we always on the 
love of our species ; and yet how valueless, 
hollow, and pcrisliiiig is their love, com- 
pared to tliwit with which God hath loved 
the world ! Man’s love is always selfish: 
they love us for what tiiey get, or hope they 
may get by us, ibr their passion, for their 
pride, for ihcir interest, I'or tlieir comfort — 
no matter for what, for themselves always. 
But God, the infinite God, for what can lie 
love us, but for the iniiniic benignity of his 
nature ? If ten thousand worlds of beings 
like us were created and annihilated in two 
successive moments, it could neither add to 
nor diminish his glory, lie is infinitely 
happy ill himself, he is infinitely glorious in 
his o\Mi perfections, if lie deign to love us 
his love is disinterested, for to us he owes 
nothing, and from i;< nliat can he receive? 

Again, the love of our fellow- creatures is 
temporal. However tender or fervent the 
ties we form here, whether the bunds of na- 
ture or of passion hold us, we know that 
there is a hand approaching that must break 
them, a band whose touch nothing can resist. 
Parents must tpnt the fruit of their bodies, 
partners the beloved of tbeir souls ; what- 
ever we take to have and to hold is dust in 
the hand that grasps it. Death stands by, 
a terrible witness to every mortal engage- 
meiit, and decides on its terniination at the 
moment we decide on its certainty. But 
there, where mortal love ends, and for ever, 
there the love of God begins ; it begins in 
eternity, and never will end. There, on 
the very verge of that stage where all human 
relations leave us, where wife and child can- 
not follow' us, except by their tears, there 
the love of God meets us, and meets us, 
unlike theirs, never to part. Well may the 
dying Christian, at any period of existence, 
apply to himself the w ords of the Psalmist, 
“ When my father and my mother forsake 
me, then God takelh me up !” He does 
indeed take us up where those who love us 
best must leave us, and w here w e must part 
with them. 

Lastly, humau love is mutable, founded 
on circumstances ; it will change w ith those 
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circumstances, whose change is incessant 
and proverbial Those who love us for 
their own pleasure, will ily the moment 
their d^aoing motive is suspended, and it 
may be suspended within the hour. Those 
who love us for their interest will fly per- 
haps still sooner. All is mutability in 
human attachments ; disease, misfortune, 
accident may — time certainly will — cool the 
warmest heart, and make what we lean on 
for support through life feel like the reed 
beneath the touch — we trust to it, and it 
bends. But this cannot be the ease wi ii 
the love of God. In life passion may be- 
tray us ; nature may fail us, man may desert 
m^man wilU but God will not With 
Him is “ no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning.” It is his gracious declaration, 
that he hath so loved, and he cannot lie, 
and will not repent “ God is not a man, 
that he should repent.” 

Many more differences occur between the 
love of God to us, and that which our fel- 
low-creatures may bear. Many may love 
us, and want the power to show it. The 
cold ** God help you !” that we give to 
sufferings which we do not feel, and do not 
mean to relieve, and the warm ** I wish I 
could help you,” are equally ineffectual. 
They express something, no doubt, but 
they produce nothing ; and they are pro- 
bably those who wish us best, who can, by 
the necessities of life, do least for us. But 
this can never be the case with Him in 
whose hands the earth and all its creatures 
are as ** the dust in the balance, or the drop 
in the bucket,” who can give and who can 
“ let him,” who cannot want the power and 
does not want the will to bless us, and 
who will withhold from his people no 
manner of thing that is good.” Our fel- 
low-creatures may love us to our injury ; 
and the expression of the best feelings of 
our nature may be so perverted by prejudice, 
error, and accident, as to have upon us all 
the effects of the very worst. Affection 
may impel some to treat us wdth injudicious 
and importunate severity, and thus alienate 
the confidence it Would have conciliated, 
and aggravate and confirm the faults it 
would remove. Affection still oftener 
prompts us to treat its objects with Indis*^ 
criminate indulgence ; flattering their pas- 
aioof, pallitUing their errors, and exaggerat- 


ing their characters ; and the most deadly 
hatred could scarcely give a more deadly 
proof of its enmity than this. But the love 
of God, which has solely our good for its 
beneficent object, can never mislead us, or 
dishonour Him. Secured by the immensity 
of his infinite perfections, no error can shade 
his vision, no cloud can intercept or distort 
the rays of descending mercy. He cannot 
err, and will not deceive. Thus infinitely 
glorious in its nature, extent, and operations, 
is that attribute of the divine character of 
which our text speaks. It has infinite power 
to display it, infinite beneficence to direct 
it ; the soul is its object, and eternity the 
limit of its action. 

If it were possible, that any thing could 
more highly exalt the great God than nis 
expression of love to his creatures, it would 
be the consideration of the state of those 
who are its objects. “ Ye love them that 
love you,” saith Christ. Not always is it 
even thus in life ; but it is at least certain 
that few' waste their affections long on be- 
ings who return it w'ith indifference, and 
still fewer on those who reject it with'Seorn 
and hatred. On the contrary, all the re- 
straints of law, all the forms of society, and 
all the influence of religion, are insufficient 
to restrain men from giving a deadly ex- 
pression of their hatred to their enemies. 
Here, then, as the Apostle exclaims, here 
behold we the love of God ! ^ God 

commendeth his love towards us, in that 
while w'e were yet sinners Christ died for 
the ungodly.” “ His thoughts aro not as 
our thoughts, nor his ways as our ways. 
It is of His mercy that we are not con- 
sumed and how is that mercy magnified, 
when he reveals to us — not wrath for our 
offences, but love, love to a world of guilty 
sinners, dead in trespasses, adverse to his 
holy nature, and hostile to his religious will. 
In contemplating the scheme of redemption, 
we seem to be perpetually ascending a gra- 
duated scale of divine mercy, and each step 
raises us hMer in our conception of the 
divine munificence. That his mercy might 
be exalted by the digmty of the messenger, 
that messenger was h» Son ; liis Son — one 
with the Fabler in effaWe union— partaker 
of a giory wfaich he bad with him before 
the world was.** 
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In tlie parables of our blessed Lord there 
is always a literal and a spiritual meaning. 
In the beautiful passage wliich I have now 
read to you, the literal meaning is so obvi- 
ous, that it must be unnecessary to employ 
a single word in its illustration. It will be 
sufRcient to premise, that almost the whole 
of the particulars are taken from the usages 
that were prevalent in the time of our Lord 
in the celebration of marriage among the 
Eastern nations. But the hidden or spiri- 
tual meaning is most instructive and impor- 
tant. Of this passage two applications 
have been given, to one of which only we 
will be disposed to accede. By some, the 
whole procedure has been interpreted in 
reference to the final judgment. In accor- 
dance with this explanation, the period 
during which all the virgins slumbered 
and slept,’' has been understood to denote 
the interval between death and the final 
judgment; and the absence of the bride- 
groom, represents the period between the 
ascension of Christ and his appearance on 
the judgment-seat. We reject this inter- 
nretation, because we do not conceive it to 
VoL. V.-^No. 198. 


be stamped with the impress of truth. It 
takes for granted, what is not in accordance 
with the scriptural testimony. It repre- 
sents the human soul in a state of insensi- 
bility during the interval between death and 
the resurrection; and it takes away the 
sanction of an immediate happiness or 
misery after death ; and it deprives the 
mourner for the departed believer of his 
most cheering consolation. We have then 
to seek for another meaning more agreeable 
to the mind of the spirit. And we think 
that no passage could be better chosen to 
represent the visible and professing churcli 
of Christ, to mark the distinctive features 
between the nominal Christian and the 
genuine believer, and their relative states 
before God ; to describe the uncertainty 
that hangs over the life of man ; and to 
enforce the important duty of unceasing 
watchfulness. 

** Then shall the kingdom of heaven be 
likened unto ten virgins, which took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bride- 
groom.” 

By the " kingdom of heaven,*' we are 
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M understand the visible church. The 
virgins” represent the professors of the 
Christian name, and their “ lamps’* denote 
the fair show of an external profession. By 
the “ bridegroom,” wo are to understand 
Jesus Christ, the “ head over all things to 
the Church,” and that circumstance of the 
virgins “ going forth to meet the bride- 
groom,” betokens the apparent ,eadiness of 
professing Christians to honour Christ. 
Thus far there is exhibited no visible line 
of distinction between the nominal and the 
true church of Christ. “ All the virgins 
went forth to meet the bridegroom 5” and 
l)etvveen the pretended friends of Christ, 
and his devoted servants, there are often 
such lineaments of character as to bespeak 
the subjects of the same common Lord. 
Both are admitted members of his church 
by the same symbol of his grace ; both fre- 
quent his ordinances by the same apparent 
devotion ; both encompass his table by the 
same external marks of sanctity ; both ex- 
press the same zeal for the promotion of 
nis cause, and both seem alike to look for 
salvation through his perfect righteousness 
and atoning death. “ But they are not all 
Israel that are of Israel,” neither arc they 
all “ ill Christ” that are called after his 
name. For, 

Five of them were wise, and five were 
foolish.” 

And is it thus that the visible church is 
constituted ? Does the number of believers 
and of mere formalists thus meet in equa- 
lity ? It comes not within the legitimate 
range of this parable to determine this 
point ; and to the curious inquiry, “ Lord, 
are there few that be saved V” we reply in 
the energetic language of Christ, “ Strive 
to enter in at the strait gate, for many, I 
say unto you, will seek to enter in, and 
shall not be able.” But whence arose the 
marked distinction between the foolish and 
the wise virgins ? 

“ They that were foolish took their lamps, 
and took no oil with them ; but the wise 
look oil in their vessels with their lamps.” 

“ They that were foolish took their lamps, 
and took no oil with them.” To have “a 
form of godliness,” but “ to deny its power ;** 
to have a “ name to live,” but to be spi- 
ritually dead ; to ** appear beautiful out- 
ward, as whited sepulchres,” but “ within 
to he full of dead men’s bones and of all un- 
cleanness.” This is the character ascribed 
in the revealed word to the nominal Chris- 


tian. His religion consists in an external 
rofession that has nothing to do with the 
eart. Whatever he does is to be seen of 
men, while “ God is not in all his thoughts.” 
Whatever may excite the notice or com- 
mand the praise of his fellow-mortals, forms 
the object of his zealous pursuit, while to 
the Christian’s bidden life ; to the unseen 
exercises of communion with God and his 
own soul ; to secret prayer ; to a ceaseless 
struggle with his spiritual foes ; to every 
duty to which God and his own soul are 
alone privy, he is utterly a stranger. And 
whence arises this fearful delusion, this 
mistaking of the shadow instead of the sub- 
stance, this resting in the form instead of 
the reality ? It arises from the want of 
the essential qualities that constitute the 
genuine Christian ; it arises from the want 
of grace in the heart, as the principle of 
universal devotedness to the divine will ; it 
arises from the operation and the prevalence 
of the unsubdued propensities of man’s cor- 
rupted nature. The nominal Christian has 
no root in liirnself. He know's nothing of 
that deep conviction of the evil of sin, and 
of the deceitfulness of the heart that pre- 
cedes and accompanies true conversion. He 
has experienced no renewal by the power 
of the divine spirit. To that living faith 
in Christ which directs and animates cor- 
dial obedience, he is an entire stranger. 
He has received no supplies of spiritual 
strength out of the freeness that is in Christ, 
no unction from on high, no illumination 
from the fountain of light, and “ the light 
that is in him is only darkness.” And here 
let each pause, and ask himself, In this re- 
presentation do I discover any part of m}' 
own likeness ? With the fair show of an 
outward profession, is my heart carnal, and 
are my affections earthly ? Have I expe- 
rienced no “ renewing by the Holy Ghost ?’* 
Is not “Christ yet formed” within me? 
Have I felt nothing of the “ power of the 
world to come ?” Am I more desirous to 
receive the praise of men than to please 
God? Am I destitute of those supplies of 
divine grace that can alone keep the flame 
of the Christian life from expiring? Let 
each examine and judge himself, lest he be 
finally condemned by his heart* searching 
Judge. But let us turn to a more pleasing 
subject of contemplation. 

“ The wise took oil in their vessels mth 
their lamps ” 

A fttituble Christian profession is both a 
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pleasing and presumptive evidence of inter- 
nal holiness. “ Out of the abundance of 
the heart,** the believer speaks. ** His light 
•hines before men, that they may see his 
good w^orks, and glorify his Father who 
is in heaven.” There may indeed be, as 
there often is, much external sanctity with- 
out the accompaniment of inward holiness ; 
yet the absence of a consistent life and con- 
versation gives rise to just and serious 
doubts of the sincerity of the heart; and 
the believer exhibits himself “ as blameless 
and harmless as one of the sons of God, 
without rebuke, in the mid«t of a crooked 
and perverse generation, among whom he 
shines as a light in the world.” But with 
him the form is esteemed as nothing in com- 
parison with the substance. Religion is a 
personal matter between his soul and God. 
It is the heart which is the source of natu- 
ral defilement ; and until the fountain be 
purified, the streams must partake of the 
original impurity from w'hich they take 
their rise. The believer’s heart, by the 
power of divine grace, has undergone a de- 
cided and saving change. Though “ at one 
time darkness, he has become light in the 
Lord.*’ His mind, naturally “enmity 
against God,” has been enlightened by the 
knowledge of Christ, and a new direction 
has been given to the current of his affec- 
tions and desires. He has been made wise 
unto salvation, and under the conviction of 
the unexpected coming of his Lord, like the 
wise virgins. “ He takes oil in his vessel 
with his lamp,” lest he should be taken by 
surprise, and left in utter darkness. Yes ! 
the believer is “ complete in Christ,” and 
drawls every needful supply out of his 
fulness. While he distrusts himself, he 
trusts in “the Lord his righteousness.” “ He 
takes to himself the whole armour of God,” 
and is girt “ with the sword of the Spirit,” 
and under the guidance and protection of a 
divine power, he goes forth to wrestle with 
those “ enemies that war against his soul,” 
We plead not for the believer exemption 
from involuntary transgression. We plead 
not his entire release from sin, and from a 
temporary falling by temptation No. 

“ While the bridegroom tarried, they all 
•lumbered and slept.” 

The “ foolish virgins,” forgetting the ob- 
ject for which they had gone forth, returned 
to their foolishness ; and “ the wise, ima- 
gining that the bridegroom delayed his 
coming, and overcome by weariness, re- 


signed themselves to repose. And has it 
all come to this ? Are the foolish and the 
wise alike reduced to the same state of 
spiritual insensibility? No, “wisdom 
excels folly, as much as light excels dark- 
ness.” The slumbers of the formalist ex- 
cite no 8urj)rise. He is naturally “ dead in 
trespasses and in sins,” and his sieef) is unto 
death. But while the believer slumbers, 
the eye of the mind is awake as the centinel 
to give the alarm to the sleeping garrison 
within. “ The law of the spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has made him free from the 
law of sin and of death. Yet there is a law 
in his members warring against the law of 
his mind, and bringing him into captivity 
unto the law of sin. When he would do 
good, evil is present with him.” Iniquities 
still adhere to him. His deceitful heart is 
still inclining him to the paths of folly. 
In watchfulness and every duty, there exists 
within him a principle acting in express op- 
position. The power of sin is subdued, but 
its deceitfulness exerts itself in active ope- 
ration. But, my friends, let me guard this 
doctrine from abuse. Between the residue 
of sin in the believer, and its reigning power 
in the unrenewed, there exists a very wide 
difference !' Here let each search and judge 
for himself. When “ overtaken in a fault,” 
does deep sorrow and instant application to 
the blood of sprinkling follow' hard after tlie 
offence? Do you “strive against sin?” 
Are your hearts not the seat, not the will- 
ing, but the momentary residence of sinful 
affections ? Are the “ sins which most 
easily beset you,” the sins which arise from 
sudden temptation, and not from cool de- 
liberation? Does the experience of your 
own sinfulness fill you with holy jealousy, 
and inspire you with increasing vigilance? 
Do you form the decided purpose that you 
shall not be overcome ? Does a sense of 
your natural weakness lead you to a closer 
reliance on divine strength ? Do you aim 
after purity of heart more than external de- 
cency ? And while it is your firm purpose 
to avoid all known sin, and lo have respect 
to all God’s requirements, is it your heart’s 
desire and prayer, “ Who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ?” We wo^d 
then speak good, as there U “ hope co^ 
cerning you.’* You are not spiritually dead. 
'Hie mind is awake, and should your Lord 
give you no previous warning of his ap- 
proach, when he comes eves suddenly, ye«i 
shall be “ ready to go in with Mm to the 



4i8 


THE SCOTTISH PULPIT. 


marriage sapper.” Your Lord come 
in an hour tuat you look not for blm. 

** At midnight there was a cry made, 
Behold, the bridegroom comoth ; go ye out 
to meet him.” 

At the hour of midnight, when every 
sound is hushed into silence, and not a 
motion to give warning of the coming of 
the bridegroom ; at that moment he bursts 
upon his secure and unsuspecting slumber- 
ers. And what a just and striking repre- 
sentation does this afford us of the sudden 
and unexpected approach of death! In 
life, we are in the midst of death. The last 
messenger may arrest us amid the active 
engagements of life. We may admit him 
with the very food that sustains us. Like 
Satan among the sons of God, he may ap- 
pear among us seated at table with our 
friends, and deliver the irreversible man- 
date, “ Prepare to meet thy God.” When 
wo retire to our closets, our couches may 
conceal him, and the eyes which closed only 
in the emblem of death may be opened to 
behold the dawn of an eternal day. But 
why enlarge on the undeniable truth ? Is 
it not brought home to you by almost every 
day’s tidings or observation, in language far 
more impressive than the preacher’s voice ? 
Does it not address itself to the ear, and 
present the most moving appeals to the 
hearts of many ? Yes ; there is not a for- 
malist nor a worldling that now hears me, 
whose God is the world, whose heart is in 
the world, whose portion is in the world 
and its pleasures, and who has not yet made 
one single step towards preparation for 
death ; but will be beforehand w ith me in 
telling me, that the “ Judge may be before 
the door.” And docs the solemn truth 
bear hard upon the believer in Christ ? 
No ; to him sudden death is sudden glory. 
The faithful watchman, though he may be 
overtaken by slumber, is awake at the alarm 
of danger; and the good soldier, while 
resting on his arms, exults in the unexpect- 
ed arrival of the Captain of his salvation, to 
lead him on to final conquest. “ He lifts 
up his head with joy as the hour of his re- 
demption draweth nigh.” 

** Then all those virgins arose and trim- 
med their lamps.” 

The wise ** knew in whom they had be- 
lieved,” and they “ commend thmr spirits 
into the hands of their God” and their 
Redeemer ; and the foolish, under the 
«axne delusion in which they had lived, con- 


ceived that all was well with them, and that 
they could look forward with an assured 
confidence to a happy meeting with their 
Lord. But the “nope of the hypocrite 
shall perish,” and his “ heart fail,’^ when 
“ God takes away his soul.” 

“ And the foolish said unto the wise. 
Give us of your oil ; for our lamps are gone 
out.” 

“ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God.” The immediate pro- 
spect of death has a forcible efficacy in 
opening those eyes that the god of this 
world has long sealed in spiritual slumber. 
When behind, there is notliing on which 
the soul may rest besides a lifeless formality; 
and before, arc presented the rigours of an 
unsatisfied law, and the solemnities of a 
judgment-seat ; and within, arc felt the 
workings of an unrenewed heart. The 
secure are often awakened to a sense of 
their danger ; but, alas ! it may be too lute, 
for their repentance and return unto God. 
They feel that they have been trusting to 
a “ refuge of lies.” Their religion stands 
them in no stead in their hour of need. 
They would call, but in vain, “upon the 
mountains and the rocks to fall upon them, 
and to hide them from Him that sittetb 
upon the throne, and from the w'rath of the 
Lamb.” They must meet Him on a throne 
of judgment, whom they long rejected on a 
throne of mercy. They envy the graces 
and the dying peace of his servants whom 
they despised and charged with unnecessary 
strictness and zeal ; and, with their expir- 
ing breath, they utter the fruitless prayer, 
“ would that our souls were in your souls’ 
stead, then there would be hope in our 
death, our peace w’ould be as a river,” our 
witness within, and our record “ on high.” 

“ But the wise answered, saying, Not so, 
lest tliere be not enough for us and you.” 

We never set limits to the divine prero- 
gative of mercy. Had the foolish, instead 
of applying to the wise virgins, made their 
appeal to Him in whom all fulness dwells, 
the prayer, proceeding not out of “ feigned 
lips,” might have returned with its answer 
“ere they had left off speaking.” The 
unrenewed soul, in its time of need, too 
often seeks for something in itself on which 
it may rest ; or its breathings go forth for 
relief from those who like itself are by 
nature eqi^y unworthy and dependent. 
But the Christian most replenished by the 
graces of the spirit has nothing whereof to 
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boasl, amd nothing which he can spare for 
the 5 U|]ydy of another’s need. “ What has 
he which he has not received ?** In him- 
aelf ho feels and he acknowledges that there 
*^dw^leth no good thing.” The “ grace” 
by which he is saved, and “tlie fakh” by 
which ho lays hold of the Saviour’s righte- 
ousness. are not his to give, for they are 
the “gifts” of God for his redemption. He 
has received according to, and not beyond 
his needs. Not unto me. but unto God 
through Christ be all the glory, is the 
humble and the grateful strain in which, 
both now and ever, he celebrates undeserv- 
ed mercy ; and he will “ cast bis crown 
before the throne,” with “ to him who loved 
me, and gave liiraself for me, bo all the 
honour and the glory.” lie has a heart to 
feel for the impenitent and the unpardoned, 
but ho can only be wise for himself ; he can 
neither transfer to them any portion of his 
own holiness, nor answer for them at the 
day of reckoning. He gives them all that 
he can bestow, he gives them his pity, his 
counsel, and his prayers. 

“ But go ye rather to them that sell, 
and buy for yourselves.” 

This, is not the lanauage of insult or un- 
feeling triumph, for “fools only make a 
mock of sin.” Duty and not despair is 
ours ; 

For while the lamp holds on to burn, 

The greatest nnner may return.’* 

Till life’s taper be extinguished, hope still 
sheds its cheering ray, and to the last mo- 
ment of expiring life, we are warranted to 
present, and to press home upon the form- 
alist, and the backslider, and the openly 
impenitent, the same offers of salvation 
which they have so long spurned as un-^ 
worthy of their notice. “ Ho! every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters ; and j 
he that hath no money, come ye, buy and i 
eat ; 3 'ea, come, bu}* wine and milk without j 
money, and without price. Whosoever i 
willeth, let him come and take of the waters 
of life freely.” God is merciful, and “ Christ I 
is able to save unto the uttermost all that come 
unto God through him, as he ever lives to 
make intercession for them.” But though 
great in mercy, yet fearful in judgment is 
our God. 

“ For while they went to buy, the hride- 
gixmm came.” 

** The sinners in Zion are afraid^ fearful- 
ncss hath surprised the hypocrites * who 


among us shall dwell with the devouring 
fire? Who among us shall dwell with 
everlasting burnings The fearful tliougl^ 
of meeting with a holy God, and of exclu- 
sion from his blissful mansions^ often appals 
the stoutest heart, and makes the siiiueris 
knees to smite one against another. Like 
a drowning man, he snatches at eveiy broken 
reed, that promises for a little to save him 
from sinking in the overwhelming golf. He 
presents a few extorted prayers ; he fornMi 
a few hasty purposes ; and w hile under the 
in^uence, not of faithf but of fear, he is 
about to “ set his house in order be i» 
launched into the eternal world with all his 
unpardoned sins upon his head. Say, even 
with all the softenings of charity, is not this 
often the end of the formalist and the un- 
godly ? And, oh ! is it a time to live when 
you are about to die ? Is it a time for the 
.soul to ** pass from death to life,” when un- 
settled reason, and a confased memory, and 
an accusing conscience ? when anguish of 
soul conspires with bodily pain and w4th 
weeping friends to distract the mind ; is 
this the fit time for the soul to undergo a 
saving change from nature to grace, and to* 
experience the transition from darkness and 
from slavery into the light and the liberty 
of the children of God ? It is not thus that 
you are in matters of temporal import; 
Would you defer the execution of a work 
that required much thought and recollection 
to a season of sickness and approaching 
death? -Go then to the children of this 
world, “ they are wiser in their genera- 
tion than the children of light.” Leave 
not to the last hour the spiritual preparation 
which ought to constitute the great business 
of life. “ Now is your accepted time, even 
now is your day of salvation.” Be wise, 
while wisdom can avail you, for “ they that 
be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament.” 

“ And they that were ready went in wHb 
him to the marriage, and the door was shut.” 

What heart can conceive, what tongue 
can describe “ the things which God has 
prepared for them that love him.” Their 
union with Christ upon earth, is only a 
faint emblem of that union with which he 
will espouse them to himself through ever- 
lasting ages. He will pesent them to hie 
Father as the fruks of ms purchase, “ with* 
out spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing,” 
The “ days of tfadr moumkig be ei^ 
ed.” No drownnesB simll oreroomft their 
2 P2 
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fioul^i nor dimness overcast their spiritual 
eyes. No cloud shall interpose between 
their souls and the sun of righteousness. 
No veil shall overspread his face, no veil 
be cast over their hearts. The “ Lord 
shall be their everlasting light,” and the 
“bright and the morning star,” their unfading 
glory. “ No enemy shall pluck them out 
of his and his Father’s hands.” “ The door 
is shut,” and in the kingdom of the Father 
they are admitted to the maniago supper of 
the Lamb, where they “ shall eat bread” 
and “ diink wine new with Him” whom 
their souls love, for ever and ever. And 1 
would here willingly stop, nor does it ac- 
cord with my sympathies to disturb the 
aspirings of the heaven-horn soul, but I 
must not shrink from declaring the whole 
counsel of God. 

“ Afterw’ards came also the other virgins, 
saying, Lord, Lord, o|)en"io us. But he 
answered and said, Verily 1 say unto you, 
1 know you not.” 

The door that shuts in the believer w ithin 
the holy precincts of his Father’s house, for 
ever excludes the self-righteous formalist. 
“ There shall in no wise enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither w hatsoever w'ork- 
eth abomination, or maketh a lie ; but they 
that are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 
As death leaves you, thus will judgment find 
you. ' “ In the grave there is neither know- 
ledge, nor wisdom, nor device.” “ He that 
is holy, continues holy still ; and he that 
is unrighteous, remains unrighteous” for 
ever. Yes, my friends, in the silent tomb 
there is no place for repentance. There no 
risings of the soul ascend to God in earnest 
supplication ; no actings of a living faith to 
lay hold of a Saviour’s merits ; no spirit 
to apply the things of Christ to the soul } 
no house of God to become a gate to 
heaven. Say, then, how stands the state 
botw een God and your own souls ? Had 
the Bridegroom already come, would you 
have been found ready ? Were you now 
to receive the summons, w^ould you choose 
death rather than life ? We press it home 
to you, that such as is your readiness at 
death, such w ill it be w hen you meet your 
Judge. We charge you, by the momentous 
truth, that no importunity nor extorted re- 
pentance at the judgment-seat can effect a 
change in your hearts, nor cancel the guilt 
of unpardoned sin, nor arrest the course of 
justice. We beseech you farther, to bear 
in your recollection who those characters 


were whom Christ put to silence by the irre- 
versible, “ I know you not.*’ Iney were 
not charged w ith heinous offences. They 
were neither thieves, nor drunkards, nor 
fornicators, nor blasphemers of God’s name. 
Of all such, indeed, God’s Word expressly 
declares, that while they continued under 
the dominion of sin, and without Christ, 
they are utterly w ithout ho*pe. The cha- 
PM^ters whom Christ condemns could plead 
that they maintained an unblameable pro- 
fession, and so may you. They could plead 
that they were exemplary in their attend- 
ance upon the ordinances of religion, and so 
may you. But they had no saving know- 
ledge of Christ, nor of their own hearts, and 
Christ (lid not know them as his people. 
And if you are trusting to that which was 
of no avail to them; and if you are not 
“ found in Christ,” and his image stamped 
anew on your souls, and the graces of the 
Christian character in vigorous exoitase, your 
state does not differ from theirs, and such as 
theirs will your doom be. 

But we hasten to the important, practical 
lesson, so strongly enforced by Christ : 

“ Watch therefore ; for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour when the Son of 
man cometli.” 

Arc you in jeopardy every day, every 
hour of your fleeting existence ? Are the 
enemies of your souls ever awake, and your 
own deceitful hearts llie ready auxiliaries 
in giving efficacy to their malice and their 
snares? Is a state of security the most 
favourable to the incursions of sin, and the 
most prejudicial to the growth of the graces 
of the divine life ? Oh ! then, listen to the 
kindly counsel of Him “ who knows what 
is in you,** and who knows the strata- 
gems of the enemies that “ watch for your 
halting.” His frequent enforcements of 
the duty of watchfulness must convince 
you of its suitableness to your spiritual 
needs. 

Are you in the youthful period of life ? 
We have no other way of addressing you, 
but to repeat, “ Watch ye therefore,” Your 
lamp may go speedily out, ei^ it has well 
begun to burn ; and if you die without a 
deep sense of God, and the knowledge of 
Christ in your hearts, you will die only as 
the children of darkness. Let the incense 
of an early devotedness to duty ascend be- 
fore your father’s God. Let it be kepi 
burning by constant supplies from the foun- 
tain above. When sinners entice you, con- 
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sent not ; but go unto God, and say unto 
bim, “ O my Father, be thou the guide of 
my youih.** - When your own wayward 
hearts would lead you astray from the paths 
of duty, surrender them to the keeping of 
Him who is now alike regardful of the 
lambs of his flock, as when he took little 
children in his arms, laid his hands upon 
them, and blessed them.” Apply daily to 
the word of God for counsel and direction. 
It will put you on your guard against the 
enemies of your souls, and instruct you in 
the use of that Christian armour by which 
you may be kept from falling. Let the 
Holy Scriptures be “ the lamp unto your 
feet, and the light unto your path ; for tlie 
commandment is a lamp, and the law is a 
light ; and reproofs of instruction are the 
way of life.” 

Are you in the mid-day of your earthly 
being ? Death will pay no respect to your 
health and vigour. “ While it is yet day,” 
your sun may go unexpectedly down ; and 
if you are not justified by the righteousness, 
and renewed by the Spirit of Christ, there 
will follow a nigiit of unutterable darkness, 
to be succeeded by no returning blissful 
day. Are you men in years, and yet chil- 
dren in spiritual attainments ? Is the half 
of life gone, perhaps the whole of it about 
to expire, and have you yet to begin the 
work of your eternal salvation ? Oh ! 
“spend no longer your money for that 
which is not bread, and your labour for that 
which satisfieth not.” “ Awake, O sleeper, 
call upon thy God, so be that thou perish 
not.” “ Awake thou that slcepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give 
thee light!” While the god of this world 
is using every device to blind thine eyes, 
“ lest the light of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ, w ho is the image of God, should 
shine into them, we would beseech thee to 
make thy suit unto that almighty God who 
can alone shine into thy heart, and “give thee 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

And, ye men of ^roy hairs! arc ye watch- 
ful, and prepared lor your coming change? 
We know not well how to address you. 
Youi sun, to every eye, but perhaps your 
own, is evidently going dowTi ; and if you 
are relying on the small space between him 
and the land of darkness, he may speedily 
set and leaveyou in the blackness of aespair. 
If your sins, unrepented and unforgiven, are 
about “ to lie down with you in the dust,” | 


1 1 can only bear you on my spirit before 
I God ; and, with “ much anguish of heart,” 
put up the earnest payer, “ Father, forgive 
them : lot these dry bones live.” If you 
have growm old in the service of Christ, he 
will not forsake you in your grey hairs. 
“ He who cometh, w ill come, and w ill not 
tarry ; and he will bring his reward along 
with him.” Be watchful unto prayer. 
“ Give glory to the Lord your God,” by 
turning unto him, or walking closely with 
him, “ before he cause darkness, and before 
your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, 
and w hile ye look lor light, he turn it into 
the shadow of death, and make it gross 
darkness.” 

And with a brief address to the two 
characters to whom this parable immediately 
applies, I will conclude. 

And, first, does the Word of God assign 
to you a place among the foolish viigins ? 
It is much to be feared that there are many 
such in the visible church of Christ. They 
“ have not the Spirit of Christ,” and he w ill 
at last disown them ; for “ they are none of 
his.” Examine yourselves by the searching 
light of God’s w ord, under the direction of 
the enlightening Spirit. Bring your hearts 
and lives to the standard of the “law and 
the testimony, and let conscience give in 
its verdict. Are your hearts right with 
God? for if the new heart be wanting, 
every service and every duty is hypocritical 
and vain. Are your minds not enlightened 
by the knowledge of the “ truth as it is in 
Jesus ?” Are you not yet brought into a 
state of salvation, by tho “ washing of re- 
generation and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost?” Is there no conformity within 
you, or about you, to the mind and to the 
life of Christ? Arc you trusting to a life- 
less round of unholy duties, in which the 
heart has no share ? Have you not the 
“root of the matter” within you, and is 
“ your root only as rottenness ?” “ Are you 
walking in the light of your ow n fire, and 
in the sparks that you have kindled ?” Oh 1 
if this be the case, you arc not able to 
“ stand before the Holy Lord God,” who 
scarcheth the heart. Great will be the 
consternation of the nominal Christian, 
when God either at the hour of death dis- 
closes to him the state of his heart ; or 
when, in his sifting presence, he will give 
to conscience its iong-iost power of passing 
a righteous sentence. Oh ! bless God that 
lie IS still bearing with you. Cry mightily 
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ttoto lum, Create In me a clean heart, O 
God : renew a right spirit within me ” Sedc 
that “unction from the Hoty One,** 
which you may know yourselves, and al 
needful for salvation. “ Search me, 
O (Tod, and try me : try me, and know my 
Uioughts, and “see if there be any wicked 
way within me ; and good Lord ! do thou 
lead rue in the way everlasting.” 

And, finally, can you conscientiously 
rank yourselves in the number of the wise 
virgins ? Have you a well-grounded assur- 
ance of your personal salvation ? Can you 
•ay, “we are ready to be offered upV” 
Have you even tremblingly laid hold of 
“ the hem of the Saviour’s garment,” and 
Sued in faith for the lowest place in his Fa- 
ther’s house ?” “ Rejoice, and be glad, and 
give honour unto him, for the marriage of 
the Lamb is” about to “ come,” and you 
will be ready to go in with him to his suj)- 
per. “ Sleep not then as do others, but 
watch, and be sober.” “ Watch unto 
prayer.” “ Be faithful unto the death.” 
^ Be diligent, that ye be found of God in 
peace.” Be on your guard against the first 
movements of sin within you, or without 
you, lest you be led captive by its deceit. 
Never venture upon forbidden, or even upon 
questionable ground. Trust not yourselves 
within the territories of your enemies, lest 
by partaking with them in their slumbers, 
the adversary of your souls get an advan- 
tage over you. Believe it, he bears you 
no good will, and to find you slumbering 
with your lamps dimly burning, or sleeping 
at your post with your armour off, would 
bo to him a time of malicious triumph, and 
to f/ou might prove “the hour and the 
power of darkness.” Be ever awake at the 
voice of God, in whatever way he may 
frpeak to you. “ Stand upon your watch- 
tower, and watch to see what God will say 


to you, and what you wHl answer, when 
you are reproved" Newer inaagtno that 
your highest attainments place you beyond 
the reach of temptation, or supersede the 
necessity of constant w atchfulness, and re* 
newed supplies of divine strength. “ Look 
to yourselves that you lose not those things 
which you have wrought, but that ye re- 
ceive a sure rew'ard.” Draw daily out of 
the Redeemer’s fulness for “ wisdom” and 
“ righteousness,” and “ sanctification.*’ You 
need daily supplies of divine grace, not 
only to keep you from falling, but to 
“ strengthen the things which remain and 
are ready to die,” and to render your “ path, 
like the morning light, brighter and brighter 
unto the perfect day.” Honour the divine 
spirit in the carrying on that w^ork in your 
souls, w hich his holy energy has begun, and 
in keeping alive that flame, which his sacred 
fire at first kindled. Bear upon your minds 
an abiding sense of God’s special mercies 
towards you, of your endearing relation to 
Christ, and of the ingratitude and the dan- 
ger of grieving the divine spirit, “by whom 
you are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 
Thus watching, and praying, and trusting, 
you can only be kept by a divine power 
through faith unto your everlasting salva- 
tion. And “ I commend you all unto God 
and to the w ord of his grace. May , God 
himself sanctify you wholly. And I pray 
God your whole sjMrit, and soul, and body 
bo preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” May your “ loins 
be continually girt,” and “ your lamps burn- 
ing, and yourselves as those who wait for 
the coming of their Lord.” “ Blessed arc 
those servants whom the Lord, w'hen he 
coraeth, shall find watching.” May this 
blessedness be yours, and “ the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spinu.* 
Amen. 
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AGAINST EVIL SPEAKING ; 


A SERMON PREACHED IN THE CHURCH OF WISTON, ON THE SSo JULY* 1S8S, BEINO.THE 
DAY APPOINTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AS A NATIONAL FAST, ANDTHB 
THURSDAY IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE COMMUNION SABBATH 
IN THAT PARISH 

By the Rev. CHARLES HOPE, 

Minister of Wandcl! and Lamington. 


** Speak not evil one of another ^ James iv, 1 1 


Were we to attempt to draw an estimate 
of the comparative moral worth of our spe- 
cies in times past and present, and to be 
guided in our conclusions by what we hear 
and meet with in the daily intercourse of 
promiscuous society, by the vast numbers 
who every where constitute themselves the 
censors and judges of other men’s conduct ; 
by the eagerness and assiduity with w’hich 
they hunt out and expose not merely the 
vices, but the failings and foibles of their 
victims ; we should be apt at first thought 
to infer, that a general association had been 
formed to drag folly from her lurking places, 
and vice from her strongholds ; and that 
the present age, if not already indeed the 
most virtuous and fastidiously moral that 
lias yet appeared in the w’orld, cannot, at 
least, fail soon to become so ! But, on the 
other hand, when we find that all are made 
the indiscriminate objects of correction; that 
no exaltation of rank, no sacredness of cha- 
racter, no seeming sanctity of life, no attain- 
able propriety of conduct, can ensure a safe 
defence against the shafls of so rigid a dis- 
cipline ; and that even those self-elected 
judges are themselves also subjected to the 
strictures of each other, we are led to con- 
clude, that the times in which we live, so 
far from being the most virtuous and exem- 
plary, must unquestionably be the most 
tbolish and generally vitiated age that has 
yet occurred in the annals of our race ! 

Without venturing, however, to pro- 
nounce the balance of virtue to be in favour 
cither of ancient or of modem times, still 
we may assert, without fear of contradic- 
tion, that the vice against which we are 
cautioned in the words of our text, is one 


for which the present age is notoriously 
distinguished. 

We shall not take up your time in offer- 
ing any thing like an explanation of what 
is meant by evil-speaking. The term is 
familiar, and has only to be applied indi- 
vidually to the case of all, in order to be 
fully understood by even the meanest capa- 
city! To state, therefore, the origin^ to 
expose the deformity^ and to dissuade from 
the indulgence of this vice, is the intended 
object of the following discourse. 

In the first place^ then, as to its origin, 
Calumny, like every other evil that embit- 
ters the happiness or tarnishes the present 
good name of mankind, may finallj be 
traced to the original corruption of human 
nature, and to the want of that abiding 
principle of true religion which alone can 
ensure the mastery over every evil pro- 
pensity, and fit all, individually, to comport 
themselves aright in the ever-varying and 
multifarious relations of social life. Of the 
secondary and more immediate causes, how- 
ever, of this baneful and prevailing vice — 
idleness, envy, revenge, malice, and spiritual 
pride — may perhaps, without much unchari- : 
tableness in the supposition, be naturally 
assigned as the chief and most common . 
sources from w'hence it flows. 

It has ofien been said, that when the 
devil finds a man idle, he generally sets him ^ 
to work ; for as the mind of man is essen- 
tially active, and cannot long bear the lan- 
guor and irksomeness of mere idleness, so 
when he is not habitually employed in the> 
acquisition of learning and knowledge, the 
pursuits of science, the cultivation of the 
fine arts, or engaged in one or other of the 
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more common, yet not less useful occupa- 
tions of humhle life, he will most likely soon 
become busied in pursuits of an opposite 
kind I And hence mere idleness is not only 
a useless, but even a highly dangerous state 
of existence — an inlet to every evil which 
can either disgrace or embitter the life of 
man ; and to none does it afford a more 
ready and direct access than to that of 
calumny ! For, who are those most fre- 
quently distinguished for evil-speaking? 
Look amongst them and say, if they are in 
general such as one would hold up for ex- 
amples in mental refinement, in regular 
habits, and in assiduity to their worldly 
callings? Arc they not more commonly 
mere idlers in their own affairs ; as prison- 
ers in their own homes, weary of confine- 
ment; “busy bodies," continually prying 
into the concerns of others, w ith an insatia- 
ble curiosity for whatever is new in their 
own contracte<l circle ; going about from 
place to place, and with itching ears listen- 
ing, with secret satisfaction, rather to what 
is injurious, than to what is favourable to 
the characters of their neighbours ? What 
tliey hear w ith pleasure, they are in pain 
to communicate; and in order the more 
effectually to excite interest, and to com- 
mand attention in those who hear them, 
tliey add to the original rumour all the 
colouring of their ow n low' prejudices and 
party feelings ; and thus, though they are 
unable to order aright their own paltry con- 
cerns, are nevertheless competent, in their 
own estimation, to direct the affairs of 
thousands ! 

But to a habit of idleness, may be men- 
tioned also envy, as not an unfrequent cause 
of evil speaking among mankind. At once 
the characteristic and tormenter of weak 
and badl^ regulated minds, this passion 
often attains to such a pitch of strength and 
impetuosity, that, levelling before it every 
better principle of our nature, it hurries on j 
to acts of violence that at last leave its pos- > 
sessor a just victim to the injured laws of 
humanity I But even when it cuds not in | 
such consummate and tragical depravity, ' 
how hurtful still may be its lesser and more 
restrained manifestations, to the peace and 
happiness of human society I Fallen, per- 
haps, through habits of idleness and dissi- 
pation, from that rank in society which 
greater prudence and exertion might have 
enabled him to maintain, or, finding himself j 
outstripped in the journey of life, by those 1 


who were but his equals or even inferiors 
in the outset, and whom, but for his own 
misguided conduct, he might still have 
equalled or surpassed — the man in whost; 
bosom is fanned the spark of envy, sickens 
at the sight of that prosperity which ho 
cannot reach ; vilifies as crooked and sus- 
picious that line of conduct by w'hich it has 
been obtained ; affects to undervalue that 
happiness which worldly success seems to 
confer ; ascribes to penurioiisness of dispo- 
sition, or to an unaccountable flow of good 
luck, whatever a more amiable or generous 
mind would naturally be disposed to set 
down to the credit of commendable econo- 
my, united to a system of virtuous and uii- 
deviating industry. No opportunity is 
allowed to escape, no means left untried, 
whereby he may blast the credit or reputa- 
tion of the unsuspecting object of his en- 
venomed and peace- destroying passion I 
Does any one experience those occusional 
losses and disappointments which are inse- 
parable from a mixed state of commercial 
life ? Envy listens to the rumour with 
secret satisfaction, and is immediately at 
w'ork to exaggerate them into serious em- 
barrassments ; and, while it whispers the 
injurious report in the ear of every passen- 
ger, affects, at the same time, to sigh over 
it, as but one of the many instances of the 
fleeting nature of all earthly prosperity ! 
Or, should this seem a slow, and almost 
hopeless mode of eflecting its purpose, the 
same envious principle, ever at w'ork for the 
humiliation and overthrow of its more for- 
tunate neighbour, hears with eagerness, 
and retails with assumed regret, every thing 
that can be construed into a deviation from 
moral rectitude in his conduct, and over- 
! looking none of those foibles and peculiari- 
i ties which adhere to even the best of 
j characters, is ever fluent on the necessity of 
avoiding all appearance of evil ! And, 
thus, w^ile loud in the praise of ideal virtue, 
it is still continually detracting from all that 
is amiable or praiseworthy in real life. 
But farther, Uentngty also, not unfrequently 
prompts men to the indulgence of evil 
speaking. Any sense of injury received, 
whether real or supposed, too readily stimu- 
lates to retaliation or revenge ; and so 
deeply is this propensity rooted in the heart 
of tne natural man, that where it is not 
softened by a principle of true rdigion, or 
checked and overawed by the terrors of 
human institutions, it never firils to issue in 
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the per|>etration of the foulest deeds, at 
once the bane and reproach of civil society, 
and which cannot but invariably end in the 
misery, if not also in the destruction, of 
those misguided beings by whom they have 
been committed ! But though the tear of 
detection and the dread of punishment may 
restrain those who are not otherwise deter- 
red by religious principle, from acts of open 
violence and injustice against the unoifend- 
ing object of their hate, still how many 
modes are there of gratifying the odious 
spirit of revenge, to which the imperfection 
of human laws does not, and cannot reach ? 
Where the hopes of concealment are so 
strong, and the fears of personal chastise- 
ment so slight, as to bo scarcely any check 
at all upon the purposes of the aggressor I 
Few modes of attack seem to unite so com- 
pletely safety to the assailant and injury to 
the person assailed, as that which is pre- 
sented through the medium of calumny. 
And henc<^ it is so frequently adopted by 
the cold-blooded, cowardly malicious, and 
revengeful ! No matter how innocent and 
iinofFeiiding, how distinguished and exem- 
plary, may be the object of their hatred, to 
have incurred their displeasure, however 
unwittingly, is cause sufficient for letting 
loose all the envenomed shafts of slander I 
In their mouth there is no faithfulness, their 
throats are an open sepulchre, the breath of 
which, like a pestilential vapour, blasts the 
beauty of the fairest virtues, and cankcr-Iike 
riots on all that is lovely and estimable in 
human nature! Should any blemishes 
mingle in the character subjected to their 
strictures, (and where is he that can under- 
stand his errors or truly say that he hath 
no sin ?) these are diligently dug for among 
the transactions of by-past years, as for 
hidden treasures — are exaggerated and 
spitefully repeated upon every occasion, as 
far outweighing the possession of every sup- 
posed excellence, wdiich again is as assidu- 
ously either greatly detracted from, or alto- 
gether thrust into the shade. Where no- 
thing very objectionable is found, invention 
and evil surmisings speedily supply the 
deficiency! Dignity of conduct is repre- 
sented as pride insufferable ; steadiness and 
regular habits of industry are characterized 
as moroseness and a selfish devotion to base 
and worldly interests; temperance and 
aobrlety as coldness of heart and a culpable 
want of sociality ; cheerfulness and playful 


humour as levity of mind and a proneness 
to every thing licentious! In short, no 
effort is left untried to lower in the esteem 
of the world, that excellence which the en- 
vious and malicious sideen to behold, and of 
which they seem evermore anxious to despoil 
their neighbours, than laudably ambitious 
o possess the like good qualities them- 
pelves. 

But yet farther. There are some who 
appear to indulge in a habit of evil-speak- 
ing, for whose conduct no possible reason 
can be assigned, but the mere innate malice 
of their hearts, or the secret desire of mis- 
chief. Such are those who without any 
personal provocation, or the least shadow 
of excuse, wantonly attack without discrimi- 
nation, the characters of all around them I 
Human only in appearance, they are in 
heart and disposition but demons in disguise. 
Offspring of the deml^ their affections are 
from the beginning hollow and malignant 
like the father of lies, whose works they 
are determined to do ! Emissaries of Satan, 
like him, they go about continually seeking 
whom they may devour I Whetting their 
teeth, like ravening wolves, to glut on all 
that is innocent, virtuous and commendable 
in human nature, they fabricate and pro- 
mulgate, with a fatiguing industry, reports 
the most injurious to the reputation, inter- 
ests and personal feelings of their brethren. 
Unhappy in themselves, they lose no op- 
portunity of endeavouring to disturb the 
peace of others ! Conscious of tlieir own 
depravity of heart, yet without any desire 
of amendment, they are bent on represent- 
ing all their neighbours as still more cor- 
rupted than themselves. Apostates from 
virtue, and lost to that happiness which 
arises from a consciousness of acting well, 
their only remaining hope of preserving any 
thing like a standing in society, is in secretly 
undermining the good name of all around 
them, and in attempting to extinguish that 
blaze of w^ell-earned reputation in the truly 
deserving, which at present renders, by 
comparison, their own characters so fiend- 
Jike and detestable ! Surely if there is one 
disposition in human nature more to be ex- 
ecrated than another, it must be that which 
impels its possessor to a course of conduct 
such as what we have now been endeavour- 
ing to portray! But yet farther again. 
The only remaining topic, to which we 
here claim your attention, as one of the many 
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sources from which a habit of evil-speaking 
majr sometiDies proceed, is that of spiritual 
pride. 

Tbb was a very common cause of evi!- 
speiddng among professing Christians in the 
eaiflest age of the Churdi, as we learn 
^rom the writings of both the apostles, Paul 
and James ; and it is much to be lamented, 
that the same spirit is but too prevalent in 
modem times, not merely as regards indi- 
viduals of different Christian sects and de- 
nominations, but even amongst such as pro- 
fess themselves brethren of the same church, 
both as to communion and discipline. No- 
thing has a stronger tendency to render a 
man arrogant, and contemptuous in his con- 
duct towards others, than a false idea of his 
own superior attainments in knowledge and 
in religion ; while, at the same time, not a 
surer evidence can well be given of the pre- 
sence of ignorance, and of the want of the 
true spirit of the Gospel I For he who has 
made the highest advances in religious 
knowledge, is ever the most fully sensible 
how little, after all, he can comprehend of 
the mysteries of godliness ; and he, like- 
wise, who has reached the farthest progress 
in the divine life, is still the most forward 
to acknowledge tliat he is nevertheless at 
best but an unprofitable servant I 

Puffed up, however, with fancied attmn- 
ments in matters of mere speculative belief, 
and with an overweening conceit of their 
own strict observance of the ceremonials of 
religion, the spiritually proud, like the 


Pharisees of old, are forward upon all occa- 
sions to prescribe, with an air of authority, 
rules to others, even ia things the most 
trifling, judging them in meat and in drink, 
and in the ob^rvance of one day above 
another, ever ready to censure those of 
more humtde pretensions than themselves, 
spying out heresies in their hearts, con- 
demning their external deportment as dif- 
fering irom their own ; ana, in short, erect- 
ing themselves into a tribunal, to the 
decisions of which all must bow, and hold- 
ing up themselves as an infallible standard 
in matters both of faith and practice, even 
in those things which revelation itself has 
left undecid^, as of no vital importance, 
and which the immediate apostles of our 
Lord themselves were pleased to designate 
as, at most, but matters of “ doubtful dis- 
putation.’* 

Although, then, the tracing of the origin 
of any very prevalent practice among man- 
kind, such as that of evil-speaking, to 
sources so impregnated with every evil 
principle, might, we apprehend, to every 
reflecting mind, sufficiently demonstrate 
such practice to be in itself odious and 
morally bad ; yet, for sake of farther illus- 
trating the subject of our present discourse, 
and of exposing more particularly the de- 
formity or such a habit, we shall. 

In the ucond place, and in conformity 
with our design in tlie outset, submit to 
your attention the few following considera- 
tions. 


(To be concluded in our next) 
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AGAINST EVIL SPEAKING 
A Sermon by the Rev. Charles Hope Concluded 


\.ND hence we would remind you, that 
cakmny or evil-speaking is a mean and 
cowardly vice I For, as there are grada- 
tions in crimCf so likewise are there grada- 
tions in the meanness with which actions 
nearly equal in moral turpitude are com- 
mitted. Thus the lawless conqueror, who 
scruples not to “ wade through slaughter to 
a throne,” yet dazzles by the splendour of 
his achievements j and he who has ** shut 
the gates of mercy on mankind,” and been 
the death of millions of his species, is still 
less an object of horror and detestation than 
he who, at the dead of night, or with a 
treacherous smile upon his countenance, 
plunges a dagger into the breast of his un- 
suspecting victim ! The most ferocious free- 
booter, who lives by the open plunder of 
his neighbours, has yet been known to de- 
spise the meanness of betraying, even to- 
wards a foe, that confidence once reposed 
in his honour or hospitality! And hence, 
therefore, more despicable is the dastardly 
thief ^ who prowls under the shade of night, 
than the highway robber who exposes his 
life for the sake of plunder, and in open 
day braves the risk of after detection. 

If you would blush, then, to have your 
names associated with the thief and the 
robber, or to be but once supposed even to 
participate in the fruits of their foul mis- 
deeds, can you, for a moment, think it less 
mean, or less criminal to assassinate the 
character of your neighbour, which to every 
fjood man is dearer than life ? To filch 
from him that which constitutes his most 
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valued possession, which, to many, is all 
they have whereon to depend for the sup- 
port of themselves and families, and to all 
19 absolutely necessary, to the true enjoy- 
ment of the good things of this life, with 
which Providence may have blessed their 
condition ? And all this, too, not from any 
temptation of thereby bettering your own 
condition, but from the mere malignant and 
w'anton desire of wounding jour neigh- 
bour’s feelings; of hurting his credit or 
worldly circumstances ; of destroying his 
usefulness, and of thus rendering him an 
object of pity or of contempt, in the sight 
of all around him ? 

But we would have you to recollect, far- 
ther, that evil-speaking is not only mean 
and cowardly in the extreme, but is also 
characterized by the blackest injustice ! If 
a man has any cause of offence against his 
neighbour, he will, if he be a person of 
right feeling, or of a candid and ingenuous 
disposition, freely state to him in private 
the grounds of this his offence, real or sup- 
pose, and if no satisfactory explanation, 
apology, or compensation be given, the 
laws of every well-regulated community 
afford him ample means of redress, without 
having recourse to the base and unmanly 
expedient of retaliating with the shafts of 
calumny. For as no sense of injury sus- 
tained, can justify in law, an open act of 
aggression on our part in return, so neither is 
it fair nor honourable to attack at all times 
and in every quarter, the character of our 
neighbour, even though he may sometimes 
2Q 
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have afforded us cause of complaint. Is it “ If any man among you,’ says the 
justice thoughhe may, in some instances, have apostle James, “ seem to be religious and 
failed in duty towards us, to represent himj jbridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth hie 
as deficient in all ; to go about privily own heart, this man’s religion is vain vain, 
slandering him in his absence, fabricating inoperative, and insincere, inasmuch as he 
stories to« hiahuuM withaut onea, peidlaps, aeta^difih««trfcU!yj opposite >ta the ^ whole 
having acquainted ^hira wkh thb caeee of s|diah oPihte gospek Heoee thfe tame apoitie 
our displeasure ; to condemn him, in short, adds in the sequel to our text, “ He that 
without a hearing in his defence, and for speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his 
that, too, of whidi perhaps the cause Ifes brother, speaketh evil of the law and judgeth 
chiefly with ourselves ? It may be that we the law ; but if thou judge the law, thou 
have exacted too much of^our ueighhoin'ii art not a> doer. of. ther. law, but a judge.” 
have been too ready to suppose ourselves Now to judge the law of God as faulty, is 
aggp*ieved, too sensitive in perceiving an to offer the highest insult to him that gave 
insult where none was intended, and; thus, it ; it is arrogating to ourselves the place of 


have been but too easily led to let our imor. 
gination get the better of our jud^ent 
If such, accordingly, be an unfair mode 
of dealing towards a suspected, friend*, or 
even when certain overt acts but too strongly 
bespeak to us his hostile disposition, how 
uryust must it be to corrode with the tooth 
of slander the reputation of those against 
whom, even in the utmost secrecy of « our 
own minds, we cannot mrge one sih^e act of 
personal wrong, to plead as our apology ! 
Yet such, it is to be feareck is too*gpneralfy 
the inexcusable conduct of many-^^hen they 
have once fairly given. themselves up to the 
debasing habit ^ evil-speakiag I But is 
that man to be termed a,thiefiaad a robbter, 
to be treated as am outcast from society, or 
even given over to tha iryured lawaof his 
country, who, tempted by toe desire of gain* 
or languishing in abject- poveirty, friendless 
and deserted by the world, in an evil hour 
puts forth his hand to the g^ods- of,hia 
neighbour, for the purpose* of p^obr 

his own miserable ; existence ?• And^ 

he be accounted honest or u^rig^ in con.<« 
d uct, who, without tb&temptaticm of earthly 
advantage, but mere^y, to. giifatify a maflg- 
nant feeling^ secretly steaia fromr liis nc%hr 
hour his gpod name, a. jewel. in Im — 
tion of the, highest pricey and when „ , 
with which, all theigooi^ of foectuim are ren 
garded by him as mere dust in the balance ? 
The laws of human society, indeed , i 
feet like their founders, it is possible for a 
conduct even thus highly aggravated . to 
elude ; yet assuredly , it shall nof he over, 
looked at that, tribunal, where? every idle 
word shaU be accounted for, and at, which 
the merciful alone are* pnoouaed mercy; I 
This according^ brings, us to observe, 
farther, upon thb head, that a habit of 
speaking is in direct opposition to . the spirit 
of our holy religion. 


lawgivers, in contradiction to his > authority ; 
setting up our own opinions as the standard 
of right and wrong, the criterion by which 
w'e pass sentence on the conduct of our 
brethrenv a practice alike condemned botii 
by the doctrines and precepts of the gospel. 
Its blessed Founder has^‘ encouraged us to 
the exercise of , mercy, by assuring us that 
we shall infallibly flttd mercy in return ! 
Even In that comprehensive form of prayer, 
which he has left us as a guide and directory 
in ad dressing our supplications to the thi-onc 
of divine grace, no hope of pardon is held 
out to such as cherish, an implacable feeling 
to w’ards, their brethren. Strong and expli- 
cit in another p,a8sage, Js the language 
of the divine Saviour, “ if,” says be; “'ye 
forgive men , their rtrespasses, yoox heavenly 
Father also forgive you. But if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neithcrwill 
youn Father forgive your trcfspasses;;'’ ‘ So 
perfectly hostile^ indeed, is a habit 'of evil* 
speaking to the genius of the gospel,' that* 
no precept whatever is more fip^uefltly and* 
more earnestly inculcated by ‘our* Lord, than 
a principle of charity and forgiveness 
amongst all Im followers 1 “ Love,’?‘ says 

he, “your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for tnem which despitefully use. you, 
and persecute you.” “ Judge not, that ye 
(be: not, judged. For with what judgi;neDt 
ye judgpj ye shall be^ judged,. and with whkt 
measure ye mete, it. shall* be measured to 
you again.’* Nay, this principle of charity 
and mutual forbearance, is, upon another 
occasion, expressly stated as the only infhl- 
lible mi^-. of his sincere followers, “ 
this shall all raen know that ye are my, dis-, 
iciples, ifye have love one to another.” 
And surely no man can- be such, a stranger 
to the nature of love, as to, venture to affirm, 
that it ever discovers itself in publishing tlic 
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exs^gg^atipg the efn’ors, or in ndicul- 
^iijg fthe Ibiblea of the olyect beloved I . And 
^ what isl the reason that ^meii never comment 
Avitkaeventy on their own vices, rorihose 
*df their ! families and -partioular friends ? 
i^ltat ^Ise, ^bttt that their partialidea in these 
idtistances are fuoh^as eklier in afgreat mea- 
jfSUre obscure their j perception of what: is 
» wrong, oi at least induce ^bem to. throw a 
' ivcil) of indulgent charity over ;it. NorwUl 
f it he .any ipmliation ^ of^^this evil diabit, .to 
odffirm that it^iswonly by, thus exposing^4hf 
^faults iand iailings >of others, ■ that^mankind 
vin general'can be brought to think'of amende 
,'ineiit 4 for :beBide8'4ienyiQg the adaptation 
3 oft the means 4o the end required (amias- 
»mimpftion which 4he daily occurrenGes of 
^Kfejtend bufetoo clearly to disprove,) dtmat 
(be urged < against the dafamer, that if such 
were ms philanthropic intentions, the parti- 
4hliities of nature would invariably lead him, 
•in the first place* to apply, the corrective 4o 
^himself and riO those. \^4)o hold (the highest 
fijilaio^iin bis^aflfeotions*.and that (this is never 
the case, or never by any chance enters into 
ithts‘ allege phn for /reformieg, the vices of 
the world, clearly demonstrates that, in'his 
own opinion, the medicine is at best but , a 
nauseous one, the application but a painful 
,faud desperate experiment, aflfording no ra- 
tional hope of ever effecting a cure ! 

'Neither will it be any valid excuse for 
indulging in a habit of censoriousness against 
our neighbours — that they really Aoue their 
faults, or may have given us cause of of- 
fence ! 1 For the former allegation, or a 
common charge of imporfeclion, .may be 
lodged. against the whole hnmau race ; and, 
moreover, we are all amenable foriour con- 
tduCt. unto God ! Hence, , s^ys St. Paul, 
“ •Who art thou that, judgesb another man’s 
ffiervanff? To his wn master he^standeth 
. or falleth : y.€a, he shall bo holden up ; .for 
God is.able to make him stand.*’ vAnd we 
, are ferther taught to forgive our brother, 

\ though he sin^against . us, not merely seven 
. times m-day, but even, it , may be,.^ until 
' seemty . 4xmas ^^even ! We . are expressly 
, told, that true .charity * or hrotherly love 
‘ sofferoth long, and is .kind ; envieth pot at 
^.another’s happiness ; is not puffed up with, 
^ an idea of its own superior eiocelknce ; ris ; 
not earily provoked ; thinketh no evil ; re-i 
|oieeth.not in hearing of the iniquity or mis- j 
^fortunes of one’s i neighbour ; » beareth . all . 
thimgB, believethmll things ; overdiopcth the . 
oest of all vthings ;* andureth all^ thin^ ; 
^ver ^fiuleth ; .and, in ^ferenco to oihm« 


coveroth the multitude of sins ! In short, 
evilrspaaking is contraryito that golden rule 
ofequity 1ald(dowQ«in?the Gospel, of ever 
doing (to others (What would wish that 
they, should do . unto os ;«iahd is, moreover, 
open .varianee lirith ‘the. great example 
of 'Christ himself, who, went about continu- 
j ally. doing, good ; who, when he was reViled, 
reviled not regain ; when he suffered, he 
threatened, not, but? committe'd hunsMf to 
iHim4hat judgeth righteously 

Havi^g.tfaas end^voured to trace oiit 
tbe^odgin,. and to .exposeithe turpitude of 
e vilrspeakipg, Jet os . now/ in the third and 
ilast place, radduee a few considerations, 
which natUTalJy,aa.wcll powerftilly, ought 
to lead all men to^ guard against, or to ior- 
I sake, . a habit .so odious and . unchristian. 

[ And these, are .bhiefly suggested to us by 
' the concluding word of our text, namely, 
thatweiace “ brethren.” 

In the (first, ^aoe, iben, wie ate . brethren 
by creation. We alKboafet ihe same^ high 
descent isom. Adam I All* are the children 
of him, our oner common parent, ' created in 
4.he kafiga. of )liiod, endowed with an immor- 
4aL prinqiple,, possessed of . powers of reason 
and of lunderstandipg capable of raising our 
viewsmnd desires .above the mean and per- 
ishable objects of .this world, to pursuits, of 
a^more noble and lasting) endurance beyond 
death. and the grave I 

To. indulge, therefore in calumny and 
•malignant sarcasm against our fellow-crea- 
tures-^thoso. of our own 'flesh and blood— 
is a gross and fuhnatural perversion of all 
those exalted faculties by which our- race 
has been distinguished — a habit which at 
once degrades iUB beneath the. rank of the 
lower>an.ifmal8, ,and insults ihe wisdom and 
majesty of God the. Creator, by thus vilify- 
ing the noblest of his works I 

In the next place also,! we are “ brethren” 
in the .original corruption of our • nature. 
Born with > the, same passions, laden with 
the. like*, inffrmities, inlmritmgrthe frailties 
and imperfections of him from whom af first 
we sprung»«all have sinned and eome short 
of the, glory ^ of tGod ! Even the very best 
ofmen have therewith io.accuse themselves 
in /his presenoe^have many errors to be 
oenrecieci, many pnopensities to be checked, 
manyiemptatlons t(»bpguard6dagmn8t,many 
fuDies'ta be lamented, and mapy sinsftb t>e 
repentedf of ^nd forsaken I Tn the ep^batic 
langaqge.of Scripture, it^may be.affirmediof 
4tnr ftaee, ihat “ there is mot even ^ 4*^8t 
man upon earth that idoeth , good , and rim • 
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netli not.*’ Where, then, it may be asked, 
shall we look Cor that perfection, that never- 
sworving Une of right conduct in human 
nature, which alone could warrant the open 
or free exercise of a rigid and indiscriminate 
Investigation of the characteni of others? 
For, “if we justify ourselves, our own 
mouths shall condemn us; if we say we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us I** It were well, then, for 
the peace of society, and surely in itself 
more becoming the miilty of human nature, 
if, instead of taking such an unwearied and 
general concern in detecting the failings of 
others, those who set themselves up, as it 
were, as the undisputed patentees of cen- 
sure, would in the first place inspect a tittle 
more closely the various springs of action in 
their own conduct ; for, assuredly, if men 
were but half as anxious to correct their 
own faults, as they are in general anxious to 
unveil the failings of their neighbours, the 
most oi^ them would find sufficient wherewith 
to occupy their cares at home; and all 
would find less time and less desire to in- 
vestigate the motives and dissect the cha- 
racters of their brethren 1 Before discover- 
ing that there is a mote in their brother’s 
eye, they would be careful first to cast out 
the beam that is in their own I Instead of 
saying, as the hypocritical Pharisee did, 
“ God, 1 thank thee that I am not as other 
men are ; extortioners, ui\ju8t, adulterers, 
or even as this publican : 1 fast twice in the 
week ; I give tithes of all I possess” — they 
would rather say with David, “ Who can 
understand his errors? cleanse thou me from 
secret faults or with the poor contrite 
publican, who standing afar off, w oiild not 
lift up so much as his eyes to heaven, but 
smiting upon his breast exclaimed, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner I” 

But, in the third place, w e are “ bre- 
thren” by one common faith in Christ Jesus! 
St. Paul, in his epbtle to the Galatians, has 
these words : that “ when the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his Son 
made of a woman, made under the law, that 
we might receive the adoption of sons.” 
** And as many,” says St.John, “as re- 
ceived him, to tnem gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name.” Now, have not all 
we been admitted into the visible church of 
Christ, by one baptism, through the pro- 
leasvon of one fiiith in one Lord, by one 
Smri^ unto one hope of the same glorious 
iimeritance, even life everlasting. 


Seeing, then, that all are the children of 
God, by faith in Christ Jesus ; that as many 
as have been baptized into Christ, have put 
on Christ, and have openly avowed that it 
is their highest happiness and pride to be 
accounted members of his family ; is it not, 
accordingly, fit and becoming as dutiful 
children, that all should conform to the rules 
of his household, and, tike good brethren of 
the same spiritual flock, study ever to dwell 
together in love ? “ For as the body is 

one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body being many, are 
yet one body ; so also is Christ. For by 
one Spirit are wc all baptized into one body, 
w'hether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free, and have all been made 
to drink into one spirit.” Therefore if we 
are really Christians, one temper, one spirit 
of peace, must pervade the whole! “I 
beseech you,” says St. Paul, “ that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called, with all lowliness and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearing one another in 
love, endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” And says St. 
James, “ Be ye all of one mind, 'having 
compassion one of another, love as brethren, 
be pitiful, be courteous : not rendering evil 
for evil, or railing for railing, but contrari- 
wise, blessing ; knowing that ye are there- 
unto called, that ye should inherit a bless- 
ing.” 

Seeing also that we look for the coming 
of Christ, and the glorious fulfilment of his 
promises, “ let us therefore fear, lest a pro- 
mise being left us of entering into his rest, 
any of us should seem to come short of it,” 
through lack of brotherly love I “ For 
hereby know we that we have passed from 
death unto life, if we love the brethren ; 
he that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death. Whosoever hateth his brother, is a 
murderer, and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him.” And we 
know yet farther, that “ though we speak 
with the tongues of men and of angels, nave 
the gift of prophecy, and uriderstand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, arid have even 
faith so that we could remove mountains, 
jret have not charity, or brotherly love, 
it profiteth us nothing, we are but as a 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal I” 

But yet farther, we would have you all 
seriously to consider, that you are now call- 
ed upon in an eminent degree, in this the 
day of your merciful visitation, at this sea- 
son of deep humiliation and general confes- 
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ftlon oa accotuit of nailioaal smt, anni of 
wbloh that refienred to? by the apostle* hi the 
words of our text, wrceftaimly by w> mea «3 
the kast eryiDg, if indeed' it may oot r^her 
be termedt the vety bisetHng' vice of our! 
rural population, more partie^arly in thiidy! 
kdiaihitod distriets like our own. Youi arei 
etpeotediy called upon from hencefofth* to 
“ set a watch before the doom of yonr 
mouths, that you no longer in this respect 
offend against God,’* by wantonly “ spieak- 
ing eidl one of; another;** And to this you 
are even urged, by the additional considera- 
tion^ that ye;are ‘‘ brethren,’* not merely by 
the general name of Christian, but as being 
likewise of one and* the same commmuon,, 
professibg meoibers; of the same refoimejdl 
and prptestant church 1 Tes* of that same 
church which was amongst the first in 
Christendom) to shake off fettm's of pa- 
pal tyranoy and superstition, » and to cause 
the tword of God,, that greatest boon) of 
heaven to man*, to be translated into your 
nalave tongue, and circulated without reserve 
amongst- &e humblest of the community I 
Yes, we repeat it, of Ytoohureh, in defence 
of which your own- ancestors stood forward 
idmost to a. man, when her liberties were 
focmerly threatened by a4>opish fection and 
an arbitrary government, preferring to. be 
hunted as wild beasts upon the mountains, 
yea^ to encounter bloodshed and deatbrin its 
most appalling aspect, rather than tamely 
submit to see the beauty of their Zion de- 
faced, or one branch iiyured of that goodly 
tree which their fathers had so carefully 
planted, whose roots had been nourished 
by the blood of martyrs, and of whose bless^ 
ed fruits, under her all refreshing shade, it 
w^as their most anxious prayer at*the hour 
of dissolution, that their children’s children 
might partake, even till the remotest gene- 
rations. Did our father Si, then,,feafrJossly 
brave such a fiery trial of persecution, in 
order that they might entail upon the poor- 
est of their descendan^, to the latest ages, 
the inestimable blessings of a preacmed 
gospel ; and shall we theii^ mamisate chil- 
dren be ungrateful for the favour, or basely 
yield up such a goodly heritage, at the risk 
of our every comiort here, and of our sah 
vationvhereaffer ? ShaU we suffer ourselves 
to be shaken in our firstiprineiples ae mem- 
bers pf that church, by the fallacies of men 
of no. relippous principle? tO: be driven 
firpm our high, vantage ground by the low 
eooffs or idle threats of ignorant and mer- 
who grudge us our 


neoce, asd who, in the prosperity of the 
Dstahlishmieat* perceive only their own de- 
gradation, os anticipate the decay and 
jiaeediernSed, es^ their present fao- 

.tioiia andv toittfring cause, ? Are we tamelj 
to se]iiH|UMh <Mtf sacred, birthright for a 
mete mess of potta(gej? The undefined, 
but tceacherooa andf unhallowed idea, that 
wm«e the Church but onfy destroyed, we 
might then riot unrestrained in freedom of 
thottgd^ and in liberty of aotion. Are we 
prepared to tako* upon our own heads the 
Wood of generations yet unborn, who may 
hereafter be called upon to- reconquer that 
which we ace now so cowardly disposed to 
|. resign*? or to. answer for the innumerable 
!,muliijUide of human, souls who may eventu- 
ally “ perish for Jack of know ledge,” through 
^voluntary abandonment, of the religious 
'privileges, of that church,, w-hich,. to them 
equally with us, as the descendants of the 
early reformers, constitute: the most valu- 
able of their imprescriptible rights, and, con- 
sequently, can never be alienated by any 
[intermediate generation of men, but at the 
risk, of the most fearful responsibility to an 
offended God„ for thus wantonly sacrificing 
the best interests of the Bedeemer’s. king- 
dom? Did our pious forefathers, in their 
perse.vering cantendings for the faith, their 
unwearied and, eventually successful efforts 
to accomplish the happy cfitahlishmeot ot 
their favourite Churon, unite in heart and 
in. soul, as, well as in deed!' and in aetbn, 
and shall we.their descendants, who no less 
openly profess ourselves the adherents of 
the Established Presbyterian Chimch of 
Scotland than did they, shall tve only 
weaken her interests by our ovra internal 
broils? Shall we still foster, petty jealousies 
against our neighbours ? Shall we only bo 
indulging the vilest feelings of an unregene- 
rate ; natures tiy / annrinoallyf inventing and 
drculatiog the most cruel slanders, and by 
pouring forth from day to day the stream of 
malignant sarcasm, to the prejudice of our 
spiritual guides, or the scorn of our fellow- 
worshippew ? _ And that too at a time like 
this, when the enemies of the church, papists 
and’ sectarians of every possible character 
and shade, and of the most opposite views 
in. religion/ are openly handii» themselves 
in unholy alliance with avowed infidels and 
men of no religion whatever, for the express 
purpose of s^ping the very foundations of 
our national Zion, for wresting irom nsitiii^t 
for which our fothers bled, winch a £11^ 
and. a Wlshait» a. Mirivil and a 
2Q2 ^ 
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reckoned the [>ecaUar boast of their times, 
and which, amid all their sore travails and 
fiery trials, they ever fondly cherished the 
hope, was yet destined to be the happiness 
and the glory of their beloved country in the 
latter days,' tor the express purpose, in short, 
of undoing all that these holy men did for 
the religious and moral regeneration of their 
native land; for uprooting the glorious 
plant of the gospel, that tree whose leaves 
are so obviously and peculiarly for the heal- 
ing of the nation ! and thus, in direct op- 
position to the gracious promise of the 
Saviour himself, and w'ith marked contempt 
of that liberal provision for the regular sup- 
ply of moral and religious food to the 
meanest in his household, doing all that in 
them lies to deprive for ever, the poor of a 
preached gospel, by withholding from them, 
the most valuable jewel in the birthright of 
every native of the British Isles, namely, 
a free unrestricted access to the house 
of God, ** without money and without 
price.*' 

In urging you, my brethren, to avoid all 
strife, contention, and evil-speaking among 
yourselves, you may, as members of the 
establishment, be reminded, that a good 
lesson in this respect may be learnt even 
from your enemies — the sectarians around 
you I How bitter soever they may be 
against the Church and all church go^ 
ing people^ yet they surpass church- 
men in this, namely, in charity and forbear- 
ance towards those of their own particular 
communion ! But rarely, if ever, to their 
credit be it spoken, will you hear a seceder 
from the establishment, or a dissenter of 
any description whatever, give way in pub- 
lic to an ill-natured remark or severe com- 


ment, either upon the conduct or qualifica- 
tions of bis minister; and almost equally 
rare is it for him to assail with severity the 
character of any whom he once knows to 
belong to his own limited sect or particular 
denomination 1 

If it be sinful, then, to indulge in a habit 
of evil .speaking against any man, or any set 
of men, it is particularly unnatural, and con- 
sequently sipful in an aggravated degree, to 
manifest such a spirit against those of our 
own communion, with whom, in the provi- 
dence of God, we may be brought into the 
closest position in the discharge of even the 
most solemn ordinances of our holy reli- 
gion I Hence I would warn you, yet more 
especially, that you are doubly called upon 
this day not only to the confession and for- 
saking of your sins in general, but of this 
sin ot evil-speaking in particular, from the 
consideration of the solemn and affecting 
rite now so immediately in prospect ! 

That festival, to the celebration of which 
you now look forward, has most emphati- 
cally been styled feast of love ! It is 
a spiritual feast appointed and prepared bv 
Him who, in all respects, provea himself 
to be the best and kindest friend of man, 
and of which none may partake but such as 
love him and love one another I 

“ Brethren,** says Christ, ** hereby shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one towards another.** There- 
fore be ye all persuaded, from henceforth, 
to “ lay aside all guile and malice, and 
onvyings, and hypocrisies, and evil-speak- 
ings ; and, like new-born babes, desire ye 
the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby,” and so eventually “ save 
your own souls I” Amen. 


THE COMMEMORATION OF THE THIRD CENTENARY OF THE 

REFORMATION; 

A SERMON PREACHED IN THE COLLEGE CHURCH. OCTOBER 4, 1835, 

By the Rev. JAMES GIBSON, 

One of the Ministers of the College Church, Glasgow. 


“ Standfast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage^^Gkh, v. 1. 


I HAVE chosen this text for the purpose 
of (Hrecting bur thoiights somewhat suitably 
to the occasion to which I alluded last 
Loitfs day, VIZ., the commemoration of the 


third centenary, or 300th anniversary of 
the Reformation from Popery. The Re- 
formation began in different countries at 
i different dates, and different events in it 
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occurred at different j^rioda in the same 
country, so that it is dimcult to fix upon any 
parficular day or era in which to comme- 
morate it. The 4th of October of this year ; 
has been fixed upon by many in Great i 
Britain as the day on which, in the year 
1535, was published the first entire Pro- 
testant English version of the Bible, being 
now three hundred years since, and to 
which w'e may well date all our most valua- 
ble civil, as well as religious, privileges. 

This day will accordingly be very gene- 
rally observed with exercises suited to such 
an occasion in the churches of Great Bri- 
tain, national as well as in many dissent- 
ing. It has been enjoined by the Presby- 
tery of Edinburgh, on the ministers w ithin 
their bounds, by some other Presbyteries in 
Scotland, and w ill be observed, very gene- 
rally, by the ministers of our Church. The 
Reformation from Popery is in itself a time 
much to be remembered, and of such mighty 
importance, as especially to call for com- 
memoration. The circumstances of the 
times in which w'e live, in the bold avowal 
of popish doctrines, or the defective views 
entertained of them, and apologies made for 
them by professing Protestants, either igno- 
rant of their true character, and blinding, 
demoralizing and despotic tendency, or too 
indifferent to the interests of divine truth to 
give themselves any concern about the mat- 
ter, or too much warped by party-prejudices 
and interests to take a calm or religious view 
of them, or acting under a false and spuri 
ous charity, differing as far as possible from 
that of the Gospel, these circumstances, 
as well as the great increase of popery in 
Britmn and America, the freest and most 
enlightened nations of the earth, render it 
very necessary to understand w’ell the nature 
of our own principles, and of those to which 
they are opposed. Besides, it was lately 
recommended by the General Assembly of 
our Church, that its ministers should direct 
the attention of their people to the differences 
between Protestants and Papists, and to 
our principles and duties as professing Pro- 
testants. With this recommendation we 
have not hitherto complied in this church, 
and we cannot have a more suitable occa- 
sion of doing so than is this day presented 
to us. 

The text directs our minds immediately 
to that spiritual liberty which Christ be- 
stows upon all who truly believe in his 
name It was not a liberty of licentiousness 
which men in every age have claimed* to 
do, speak* and think $s they list. It was 


not a liberty to transgress any of the divine 
commands. On the contrary, he declared, 
that he came not to destroy the law or the 
prophets, but to fulfil ; to reveal and esta- 
blisn them by clearer sanctions, and in a 
more spiritual and extensive meaning. It 
was not a liberty to maintain any system of 
opinions, or any form of worship which men 
might devise. On the contrary, he declared, 
that his freedom could only be obtained by 
the truth : “Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free." “ If the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed and that all lying and falsehood 
was of the devil ; and he declared, more- 
over, that the reason why the Jews did not 
understand his speech nor believe his truth 
w as, that they were of their father the devil, 
and the lusts of their father they would do, 
John viii. 44 — 47. 

This liberty is not mere civil freedom, or 
civil privileges and inimunities, though cer- 
tainly, if universally diffused among men, it 
would break all bonds, and destroy every 
yoke ; and nothing else ever will do so, 
because ail tyranny, misery, and oppres- 
sion, spring from iniquity — from human 
wickedness, and nothing will set men 
free from it but the liberty of Christ. Li- 
berty is in every man’s mouth, and in none 
more frequently than in the mouths of the 
wicked and ungodly, who are themselves 
the slaves of corruption ; and while they 
continue such, cannot be the children of 
freedom. Would mankind but learn the 
true liberty of Christ’s freemen — the liberty 
about which so many talk, but the true 
foundations and real nature of which so 
few understand, would follow as a matter of 
course. 

The liberty with which Christ makes his 
people free is of great extent and inconceiv- 
able value. The apostle, in our text, op- 
poses it to a system of wdll worship and 
self-righteousness, of ceremonial and legal 
observances, which, as Peter says, “ neitner 
they nor their fathers were able to bear,** 
and which certain Judaizing teachers sought 
to impose on the Galatians, and against 
which Paul vehemently contended, assuring 
them that if they submitted to it* and were 
again entangled in this yoke of bondage, 
Christ would profit them nothing.** In short* 
that though they pretended to honour the 
name of Ubiist, and to be baptized into the 
Christian faith, yet if they set up a scheme 
of self-righteousness and will worship of 
their own* his merits would avail nothif^ for 
their salvadon. In other wordS| they would 
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re^m suj^eii^/ooodeiQoed to tbe evar- 
of God'S rigliteDus law ; 

the^law 

W9t the law« So mat Pau), 

-___i-i__ tir: ji *' _ .;_!i. -ir jijj 

aiatWi; to, horn an exax»ae- 
pr an eriiopeiOMa forioj of worahtp. 
^ contiiairy, hp dteclftro4 
pseach W other go@pcl thaa that vm 
ha^va preached, lot hits be anathema mara- 
matha,;” a^;tlM>n^itbecQaio8notamojtal 
mai^, uninspired, tp consign to defitruct»oa 
a |elh>w inorud, mA to pronounce an ana- 
tbeioat upon biaa, yet we a#e bound to 
deeJerer qp the apthoritv of God’s word, 
that) men, .cannot be sa^e4 but through the 
ii^Vdh^aa U ia in Jaftue,^ao4 it is for every 
as he values the authority of^God and; 
hhfOiwn eiennaf salvation, to see well to it 
that hq is believing what God himself has; 
ceveaJod as thp. way of^salvadon. 

In opposition to tlie yoke of bondage 
sopght to beimposedtupoftrthem, the apostle; 
exhorts the Galatians ’* to stand fast in. the' 
liberty wherewith Chrisb has. raado his; 
poopjle fifoe.” The nature of tljis liberty, I 
cannot now fuily illustrate, I have doite. 
it on former occasions* from other texts, but 
shall just barely enumerate; some of the 
thio^ in. which it consists* 

It consists, Ist. In deliverance from the 
ignorance, superstition, and cruelty of false 
religions, which degrade, oppress, and en-, 
jdaye the human mind, and: make it the; 
victim^.of vain terrors, and impure desires 
nnd practices ; in tlie deliverance from a 
yoke, of ceremonial observances, which ne- 
cessary as .they might be in, shade wing forth; 
tlia blessings (J the gospel, yet as compared, 
with its free, enlarged, and generous spirit 
•iliunifiininiy rjspresentcd by the apostles as 
a burden too geievoua to be borne. It ip 
.adeUyerapee from. the bondage of the moral; 
Jaw, not aSja Jfu)e of life, for this is; perfect 
fre^Omthwt^asneovenantof works, both* as 
a, mean of attaining tp eternal life, and as 
haying a condemning: power over, the sin- 
ner, because hct who Js Christ’s freeman 
receives Juptifmation, not by works, of^meiit 
qrqbedi^Q; to the. law< but> at once and 
entirely (thrpugh^tjie rjghteousnessiof Christ, 
and, to* him 4 iP! those is now no eondem- 
The o<msoieno 0 is thus freed from 
the terrpr cd* divine wtaUh and the spirit 
fnom a siaviah labouring pleasing God 
by worls^ stained wUh imperfectip andisiii. 
He has peace with God; through pur Lord 
Jesns Christ He kyfj^d, moreover,, not 
Otdy lrpnx the .condemning powerqf the law. 


Smt fftmi tlie 1^ the 

regmievating opOratidn of theSpirit . of God , 
ky whick ba.iiaa a now and dkine nature, 
acimidling* to which hw serves God m new 
ness of life and enUMgement of heart. 
** Truly, O Load, 1 am thy servant, and 
tba son of^tbino hu»daiaid, thou bast loosed 
my bonds. ** Farthoai it is a dellvmnce 
from the power of Satan, from death and 
the. graven in the> enlarged and joyful hope 
of eternal Ufa So/that whienthe ** Son makes 
us free, we are free indeed.” 

Such, is an oa^ne of the* nature of the 
liberty whorewidi Christb makes his people 
free ; and I do not think that 1 shall be wan- 
dering far from.. tbo scope of my text, or in 
any degree ouer^raiaing k if I proceed to 
show, as. the groundwork of our thanks- 
givings this day, that by the possession of 
the word of God and the light of Protestant 
truth, we now enjoy a liberty which we do 
well highly to prize and eagerly to guard. 
Standing fast in it, and striving eameatly 
that we be. not again “ entangled in the yoke 
o£ bondage.” 

In order to understand fully the naiure of 
our privileges, it is necessary that we should 
know something of the yoke or bondage 
from which we have esca 4 ^. To describe 
at any length, within* the limits of a s^mon 
or: two, that which has taken, many volumes 
of history, and« as many of controversial 
theology, would be impossible^ The light 
of .eternity alone will unfold the full black- 
ness of tlie mystery of iniquity ; and I shall 
endeayouc, therefore, to. coni^e myself to 
two or throe points in wbicktbe Church of 
Eome infringed on; the spiritual lilierty of 
Christ’s people^ and made traffic of theaoids 
of men, and enslaved their persons, and 
claimed! authority ..over* their j nogments, pro- 
perties, and! lives ; arrogating a power 
which nan be eiliauned by GoX alone, and 
showily itself as * God, in the place of God. 
This I, shall endoarvoiir to do under throe 
points. 

Ish Tho ralp of feuth, or the staadard of 
belief 

2d* The way of justification. 

3d. Themle and prineij^ of morals. 

At the* period of the Reformation, the 
corruptions of the Eoodsh Church hadt ar- 
rived at an enormous height. A great 
variety of causes,, oparakng from a very 
early period; of the hiitory of the Christian 
Church, such^ M/tho self-righteous and so- 
perstkiousi notions,? the voumtary huaiyh^ 
mi woipkippm^ of angels, vrhieh eiPoa 
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phtloAophy, the acquisition of immense 
wealth bestowed upon ecclesiastics by the 
voluntary superstition of ignorant and bar- 
barous men, expecting to atone for the 
crimes of violent times by their munificence 
to those who were supposed to possess the 
keys of heaven, and the confusion and mani- 
fold disorders and miseries that fell upon 
Europe at the breaking up of the unweildy 
mass of the overgrown and despotic Roman 
empire, all these contributed to foster the 
enormities of the Popish Church, to establish 
its swa^ over the minds of men, and to sink 
them in utter degeneracy, darkness, and 
profligacy ; a state which required only to 
have the light of religious truth let in upon 
it to arouse men’s minds and to bring the 
system to ruin. 

One great cause, and at the same time, 
effect of this state of things, was the sealing 
up of the word of God — the source of divine 
truth — which, as we have seen, according 
to our Saviour’s decision, can alone make 
free. Universal ignorance of the word of 
God prevailed. There was literally a 
famine of the word of God, and a famine of 
which men, though dying of it, felt not the 
pressure. Darkness covered the earth, and 
gross darkness the people. It was not dis- 
pelled by the transient light of WicklifFe’s 
translation of the New Testament in our 
land. His bones were disinterred and 
burnt, his work condemned, and his follow- 
ers put to death. Nor by the flames of 
the martyred bodies of Jerome of Prague 
and John Huss, who were treacherously 
put to death in despite of public engage- 
ments. After their death the threatened light 
was quenched, and darkness seemed to have 
resumed its sway. Few even of the clergy 
could read, they could only con over their 
dreary and heartless services by Dis- 

coveries in science and literature were pro- 
scribed and punished. The Bible was almost 
unknown. The Greek language was pro- 
nounced heretical in some countries, because 
it revealed the long hidden treasures of the 
Bible. Masses, alms, indulgences, penances, 
and pilgrimages to tombs, relics, and holy 
wells were the way to heaven. At last, in 
the good providence of God, in the time of 
the learned, voluptuous, infidel, and profli- 
gate Pope Leo X., iniquity and impos- 
ture overshot the mark, and the shameless 
profligacy which had so long made merchan- 
dise of men’s souls, became so enormous as 
to be too obvious even to that ignorant 
age. In the solitude of his convent, God 
was preparing a man who had an eye to 


sec, a heart to perceive, ano a tongue to 
denounce the enormous imposture. To 
supply the exh usted coflfers of a luxurious; 
extravagant, i id profligate pope, indul- 
gences for every enme and for every guilt, 
were openly and publicly preached in 
Germany. This excited the attention and 
the indignation of Dr. Martin Luther, pro- 
fessor of theology in the university of Wir- 
temberg in Saxony. He was led no doubt 
by the spirit of God, whom the great Head 
of the Church promised to send, to guide 
his people Into all truth, to a particular ex- 
amination by that unerring test, the word of 
God, not only of the system of indulgences, 
but the authority of the pope and the church 
by whom they were published. Brought to 
such a test their iniquity was manifest The 
discovery of one set of errors led to the 
discovery of more, and the whole fabric of 
delusion, superstition, wickedness, and op- 
pression was exposed by the light of God’s 
word, and a deadly wound given to anti- 
christ. I need not detail the various con- 
tests on the part of Luther, his dangers, his 

f )rotection by the Elector of Saxony in a 
onely castle, where he prosecuted his trans- 
lation of the scriptures, his publicat on in 
the German language of the whole Bible : 
the awakening of all Europe to the question, 
and the final triumph of Protestantism in 
many lands, in spite of all the treachery, 
violence, persecution, and bloodshed with 
which its enemies endeavoured to strangle 
it. It is calculated that “ not fewer than 
millions of Protestants were put to 
death during these persecutions,” and ikat^ 
besides the thousands of the poor devoted and 
faithful Waldenses in the valleys and moun- 
tains of Piedmont, before the Reformation, 
and the multitude of wretched blinded heathen 
massacred in South America by the avaricious 
savages of Spain, under the banner of the 
cross, dyed by the blood of men, and led on 
by blood-thirsty persecuting priests, whose 
feelings were steeled and brutaliz^ by a 
horrid superstition. We are often told in 
these days that all sects persecuted, and 
because a soHtaiy instance can be pointed 
to in which Protestants in the violence of 
poHdcal frenzy, have condemned a fellow 
creature to death, and that too for his 
opinions ; and though contrary to the whole 
genius of Protestantism, and to its w hole 
feelings, opinions, and practice, it is most 
falsely pretended that Popery is no more 
cruel than any other religion, while its very 
spirit, and recorded, avowed, authorized 
doctrines arc persecuting and bloody, and 
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Allowed 'out in 
igractio©. of <these persecutions, 

' itrium^hed. ^Ehe Bible ^as 

i«d iby the labours cff the ‘fene- 
Un^Hshman, ‘Myies Coverdaie, 
imide bishop of Eicoter by ^ pious, 

* i^btoned, though yOUthfulmOnacoh; 
i'ml.t oomplote andotitire on the 4th ^to- 
' 4>er, 1585. 'IBhe iRefoTwationrhad bj^lhis 
itime sprehd < In » inost of /ihe ^onntrws . of 
Europe, ^untown Hind had^ite sttaggles 
*»«iid its martyrs, and ulesadfhl <were 4be»uf- 
/ ferings of ottr^fatiiers,} not 'Only atdhe ^est, 
bnt what W'been oailUd Ube' Second =dle- 
•fomwitiOn; when Episeopacy was 'atterapted 
40 be forced on ‘this land by two tyranniodl 
^princes^ who were Papists in^heir hii^rts, the 
one of whom lived a profligate life and died 
in the 'Romish. faith, and the cither both lived 
^ and dmd a bigoted Papist, ^ and v pretended, 
las the Roman Catholics do now, to be a 
^•tr^nuotts advocate for the ^toleration of lall 
aects, while he was busily compassing their 
enslavement and destruction. 

But what I wish you partioUlarly to ob- 
serve is, that the Bible, the whole word of 
God, was the great instrument by which 
such .mighty changes were acoompUshed.' 
It was the armoury from which the cham- 
•tpions of the Reformation' drew their most 
formidable weapons, and which Luther and 
, others launched wdth such sure and deadly 
effect against the mass of intricate and mys- 
terious iniquity, The ^reat distinguishing 
‘ principle of Protestantism is the sufficiency 
'of'the sacred Scripturos as tlie rule of faith, 
•and the right of every man to possess them 
whole andientire, and to exerbise his private! 
' Judgment on their contents, and his obliga- 
ition to be guided by them alonein all matters 
» <^lkith and practice, responsible only toOod 
i that 'he examines them ^faithfully, humbly, 
8inoer&ly,'aud’ With 'prayer to God for the 
guidance of his ‘Spirit. That the Scriptures 
i#re thus the alone rule of fltkh, 4hey them- 
selves abundaiitly declare ; wdiereas -'tlie 
Ronflsh church claims '«n equal ^ authority 
for unwritten tradition, for rapoeryphal. 
bcMrics, and arrogates to Itself the ' eole and 
eaclttSive right to interpret the sUne infkl-r 
> libly, and without possibilityoferpoTi claims 
which mre alike kapious and dnsaUmg to 
God and his word, Wad das^efous and ide- 
atructive to the souls^bf men. tTbus in the 
creed of Pope l^us 1 Y ,, ipUblished in the 
year 1684, and ^ich ^ootains ^twelve n&w 
mrticlest md consequent eapoees <to ridi- 
the claim of> the ^'Roanish Ghuroh to 
^.aupeiior antiquity .oyer 'the. nr^gion ^Of 'Pro- 


testants, Whicdutk JfQund ta the Bible, .an 1 1 
which *ereed da j universally recei i^od hy 
tevery true ftofuan QatbOlicy it 4s 'dc^ared, 

I most stead^tly admit ‘and?ombrace/ithc‘ 
apoatblical nndecolosiaadcid traKftVtoitsi with 
the -rest 'Of tha'imirairiTosioKS'and ^bserva- 
tbna of the same ohaiisb.” -Act. %3. ** All 
saufing ? truth, ’'<Bapll«tmi»©j affirms, ^is )not 
oentmnedduihe;Hdy«Si»%>lupe8, but>partly 
in 4he ^Scripture ^ond .iparwy In ua written 
traditions; whichwrhosoeve^ doth not re- 
I 'ceive with like » piety atid*. Tcaereooo^ «as he 
doth therScripturesy ts wcotfrsed V* ((OouGil. 
Trid.-Sessi 4. 'Decret. rde Gan, Sdrip.) 

.Now^observe »the« impiety of these^deci- 
sions,' ioiventiFifigto airdugfr the of 

the Almighty y and to dare to aay that jail 
saving truth is not contained in the >Holy 
Script^c, and 'contrary to what God iMserts 
in his own infallible word ; when , he says, 
“ The law of the Lord is perfect.” Ps Jiia. 7. 
“‘Whatsoever things were written aforetime 
‘Were written . for ; our daarmog ; that we, 
through pattenea and comfort -Of t.the .Scrip- 
tures, might baveliope.” Rom.vzv.. 4. 
shall NOT unto the word M'hich I com- 
mand you.’l l>eut. iv.;2. Every word of 
God ispure:’^ “t Add tbou^not unto . his word, 
lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a 
liar.** ProY* mcx. 5. 6. And yet tire Romish 
Church dares presumptucjully to add its 
vain traditions, and which UrUditions that 
Church, has never declared what or where 
they are. The Scriptures never refer to 
any subh traditions ; butthiw say, “ Tothe 
law and tot tho testimony : if they speak not 
according to this word, -it : is because there 
is no light in Ubem.” Is. Viii. 20. “ They 

have (Moses and i|he jprophets ; let them 
‘bear them.” Luke ^vi. .29. “ This is »my 
beloved Son, in .whom Ivamwiell -pleased ; 
hear ye him.’*>MBtU*i(u. 6. ' “ And that 
ftrom a child thou hast known the holy 
^Scriptuses, whichi are able to make thee 
wise! unto aalvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jteflus. iAll tScriptureisygiven by 
itispirarion of God, siUnd is profltable Ibrvdoc- 
iriney\for»reprDdf,.‘fo5r ooftectioD,ifbr inslruc- 
4iou4u righteousness ; that the 4 uan of God 
auay fbe perfect, 4horoaghly furnished :4into 

x>n iirr.y'L'd **' O.-^rrim .»ilv 1 7 . Joiaita 

wofldumned ythe doctrine of; tfUdi- 
MarkivU. *7 — ^0-^13. “ vHoWbeit, in 
vain do they worship me, teaching ffir doc- 
trines the {'oommandments of msen . 4Por, 
laying wside the isommaudmentof God,iye 
hold^ the; tradition of men»»a8‘the wasbiugTof 
(pots Tund ; cups : and matiy Other such oke 
things ye do. And he^said into thorn* Pul 



THE SOOTTiSM 


ye reject the commandment of God, 
ye may keep yonr own traxiitknu 
MdtkW the word of God 'of none effect 
tbi^ngn your tradition, which ye have* dd- 
IWered ; and^ many such* like things do ye.** 
2 Thess* ii. 15* “ tiolti fiwt the traditions 
which ye have been taught ; whether i by 
word>orourepiBftle;*’ simp}y means in the 
Greek, by our word or^episde ; in other 
words, to believev what the ApostlO taught 
theiB^ 

In regard to the sacred eanoBi tbis‘Ghnrch 
recognises the apocryphal books thus ; 
any one doth not receive all these books, 
(f. e. the apocryidial books^ which are inters 
mixedwiththe genuineand canonical* books,) 
with every part of them, as- they used to be 
read in the (Roman) CathoKc Church, and 
as they are contained imthe ancient vulgar 
Latin edition (a ’mere translat^n) ftra holy 
and oanonioah and> shall knowingly contemn 
the aforesaid traditions, lethim beanathema.’* 
(Com Tridr Sess. 4, doGan^ Scrip) Now 
this is contrary to the-preoedH^* declara- 
tions i of God’l own word ; and, , moreover, 
these apocryphal books contain fabulous 
itorie8> contradictory statements and doc- 
trines, aod the most dagkious morals, speaks 
ing inprdse of lying, suicide, and assassL 
nation, and were never received as saored 
Scriptai&iQtpBmitivc timesw' 

Now, what is* the rcaaon why thojRomish 
Ohurab is thttsmaxious to confound the. rule 
: f faith; and to introduce traditions ; and. 
apocryphal books It must: be to. serve 
soma, endv Ignorance, and superstition, 
and vkoe^ are often so besotted as ito commit 
the greatest sins vand foUies, without any 
reason or advantage tO) themselves. la this 
case< there te a reason# and it . is this, to 
sanGdon ia fkrther clsdm which the Church 
of Rome arrogutes to itself and on which it 
lutktedte most formidable tyranny ; and that 
is, toi set Itself up as ithe isde interpreter of 
Scripture and deposkary of saving, know*^ 
led^: and thus to aceogate* all pow^i^ ' over 
the mmdsiand leonsequently) bodies of men, 
and to destroy all right of private, judgment 
anci liberty of conseienoe^ 

Thus the creed of Pope Pius* Act. 2, runs i 
thus, and observe every Roman. Qatholie, 
lay or clerical, owns thiacreed, z “I also re-* 
celve^ the Holy Scriptures according' ta thet>i 
sense which the Holy ‘Mother Chirch (to : 
whoin4t belongs ito judge of! the tru^ sense 
and interpretation of tbo Holy Scriptur<d} 
nin; and doth hold- Nor will I ever take 
and interpret it otherw'ise than according to 
the unanimous sense of the Fathers,” which, 
in short, is perfect nonsense. What does 


any poor ignorant Roman. Catholic know; 
of the writings of 'the fathers, one of whose 
writings he has never •seen in any language 
under the sun ? THd writings of the fathers 
are numerous, and contradictory, and there 
is no such thing as an‘ unanimous sense; 
but, of course, every man who will swallow 
this article, must believe any thing that 
the priest pleases to impose ; for neither he 
nor they can read and discover the unani- 
mous sense of the fathers* Again, (Gone. 
Tlrid. Sees. 4. Decret. de edit, et usu< sa^ 
crorum librorum*) In matters of faith and 
morals, and whatever relates 'to. the main- 
tenance of Ghrist's doctrine, no one* con- 
fiding in his own judgment, shall dabb to 
wrest ‘the sacred Scriptures to his own sense 
of them, contrary to that which hath been 
held by holy Mother Church, whose right 
it is to judge of the true meaning and inters 
pretation of holy writ, or contrary to the 
unanimous consent' of the fathers, evm 
ihougiv such int^retntions should nevtrhe 
published'* Did ever presumption equal ^ 
this in its demands on the credulity of man- 
kind! It is added “ If any disobey. Jet- 
them be denounced by the ordinaries, and‘ 
punished according to Jaw.**’ 

Such claims are destructive of all use of 
our judgment and conscience in religion, as i 
much so as if we were brute animals, to be 
led or driven by the owners: even though it 
should be to the slaughterw It is needless 
to say that they are as contrary to God*s 
word as. to common sense. Thus says Paul, 
2 Cor. iv^ 2. “ Not walking in craftiness* 
nor handling the word^f God deceitftilly ; 
but by manilestatiiQn of the truth commend- 
ing ourselves to every man’s conscience in 
the sight of God.”. Where is evet'p man’s 
conscience,^ his> judgment and moral sense, 
if he must it according to the unknown 

and unpMiekedi&oB^ of the lathers. “ IVove 
all things^ hold &st that which is good.**- 1 
Tliess. V. 21; Ifwe^oneor try, w e must use 
our judgment, and have a test or standard. 
Such an inetruotion is absurd on the popish 
doctrine. “ Beloved, believe not every 
spirit,, but try the spirits, whether they be of 
God-; because' many false prophets are 
gone out into the world.” 1 John iv* 1. 

“ I speak as uiHowiae mea ^ judge ye what 
I say;” 1 Cop. t;. 15 ; see< also 1 
15.i Ga|i. i. 8. 

In perfect consistency with the aboire dog- 
mas, Wh this ehurehveatured to prokibitthe 
free readmg of the Scriptures ; but, indeed, 
if the laity dare not interpret them, it mat- 
ters little whether they possess them or not. 
The man who is in danger of damnation, if 
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he should take any meaning out of the ScripN the scriptures, were published no later than 
turcs which may be contrary to the un- 1824, in a rescript of Pope Leo„XIl*» and 
known, unexiatti^ and therefore unpubiish^ repeated* l>y the Popish cla^gy of Imland, 
ed judgment ^^e church, will not be very I wuh the stamps of their approbation, ea j^ing, 
anxious lo read the Bibld. On this point his holiness wisely remarks, that from the 
the Church of Rome declares, in the 4th indiscriminate reading of the scriptures more 
rule of the Index of prohibited books, pre- harm than good will arise. Indeed pre* 
pared by order of the Council of Trent, as fixed to the Douay translation of the Bible 
follows : — **Ina8much as it is manifest, from printed in this dty, and authorized by the 
experience, that if the Holy Bible, trans« Scotch Popish bishops, is an admonition 
lated into the vulgar tongue, be iudiscrinu* most strictly prohibiting the free reading of 
nately allowed to every one, the temerity of the Scriptures. I need not attempt to 
men will cause evil than good to arise prove, as it would be easy to jo, from the 
from it.’* And then it goes on to declare, sanation given by the Popish clergy of Ire* 
that a written permission must be obtained, land to a work of theology, containing its 
and that booksellers publishing Bibles shall darkest, most oppressive, superstitious, and 
receive certain punishments, and so on. . inconceivably immoral principles that it 

Compare with this daring prohibition the is still unchanged. The effect is, alas I un- 
following scriptures : — John v. 39 ; Eph. happily seen in Ireland, in the violent and 
vi. 17; Col. lii. 16. See the addresses of open persecutions of Protestants, in the 
Paul's ^pbtles, which are not to the priests or murder of bible readers, and the threaten- 
ministers of any name, but to the ** churches ings of bigoted priests, 
of Gk>d, to them that are sanctified in Christ Let me then in the conclusion of this head, 
Jesus, and to all that call on the name of while urging you to express your gratitude to 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom.i. 7 ; 1 Cor. Almighty God, that you are so far freed from 
i. 2 ; . Gal. i. 2 ; Eph. i. 1 ; and yet are the yoke of bondage, that you possess 
churches not to be permitted to read the the word of God, urge you also to “stand 
epistles thus addressed to them ? James i. 1 ; fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 

I Pet. i. 1 ; 1 John i, 12, 13 ; Acts xvii. made us free.” Be not seduced by the false 

I I ; Deut. vL 7 — 9. pretensions to liberality now so prevalent. 

Some may suppose that these are anti* The danger of being again entangled is not 

quated dogmas ; and even Roman Catbo- so small as some imagine. The progress of 
lies may affirm, that their practice is contrary Popery has been rapid. There is uncommon 
to all this — that it is to say, that their prac- activity and zeal manifested by Papists in 
tice is contra^ to their sworn creed, a thing propagating their opinions. The children 
not very creditable. But their practice is not of tne poor are taught by them gratuitously, 
contrary to their creed, and not one of them and many Protestant children are thus en- 
will affirm that their Church is changed in any tangled. The state of political parties has 
thing, and those Protestants who are will- given them a dangerous ascendency. They 
ing to believe it, contrary to their own are undoubtedly aided from abroad. Since 
affirmations, have no small portion of ere- 1829, from twenty- three to thirty new 
dulity ; as said by the Rev. Mr. Hal), ** we places ofworship have been built in Scotland, 
persist in maintaining that the adherents to I bear no feeling of hatred to the persons 
Popery are materially changed, in contra- of Papists, but from all that I have read, 
diction to their express disavowal, and and thought, and observed of that fearful 
while they boast of the infallibility of their system, I hesitate not to express the strong- 
creed, and the unalterable nature of their est detestation of it. Stand fast in the 
religion, we persist in the belief of its hav- liberty of usiUg God’s word. Agree to 
ing experienced we know not what amelio- nothing that could either fetter or curtail It. 
ration and improvement. In most instances. Let it be the determination of every one 
where men are deceived, it is the effect of who values Christian truth to contend for 
art and contrivance on the part of those who the freedom aud integrity of God’s word, 
delude them. In this the deception origi- This it was under God that has given us 
nates with ourselves, and instead of bearing so many public, social and private blessings* 
false witness against our neighbour, such is It was the great instrument of destroying 
the excess of our candour, that w’e refuse religious,' and as a consequence, civil despo- 
to credit the unfavourable testimony he bears tism, in connexion with some of those truths 
of himself.” and doctrines afterwards to be noticed. 

The very same doctrines, in respect to CTo de concluded in our next.) 

GLASGOW: — EDWARD KHULL, PRINTER TO THE UNiVERSITY. 
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THE COMMEMORATION OF THE THIRD CENTENARY OF THE 
REFORMATION ; 

A Sermon by the Rev. James Gibson. — Concluded, 


You will remenaber that I stated in the 
former part of the day, that I had chosen 
this text for the purpose of directing our 
thoughts somewhat suitably to an object to 
which I had alluded last Sabbath, viz., the 
commemoration of the 800th anniversary 
of the Reformation from Popery. After 
some preliminary remarks, I gave a short 
outline of the nature of the liberty where- 
with Christ makes his people free, and then 
said that we should not be wandering from 
the scope of the text, or in any degree over- 
straining it, if I should proceed to show as 
the groundwork of our thanksgiving this 
day, that by the possession of the word of 
God and the light of Protestant truth, we 
now enjoy a liberty which we do well 
highlv to prize and eagerly to guard, stand- 
ing fast in it, and striving earnestly that 
we ** be not again entangled in the yoke of 
bondage.” 

We said that in order to understand fully 
the nature of our privileges, it is necessary 
that we know something of the bondage from 
which we have escaped. To describe at any 
length within the limits of a sermon or two, 
that which has taken many volumes of his- 
tory, and as many of controversial theology 
would be impossible. The light of eternity 
alone will unveil the full blackness of the; 
mystery of iniquity, and I shall endeavour, 
therefore, to confine myself to two or three 
points in which the Church of Rome in- 
fringed on the spiritual liberty of Christ’s 
people, and made traffic of the souls of men, 
endaved their persons, and claimed uncon- 
trolled and absolute authority over their 
nts, properties, and lives ; arrogat-’ 
OL. V.— 'No. 200. t 


ing a power which can be claimed by God 
alone, and showing itself as God, saying, 
that it is in the place of God. 

This we were to do under these heads. ’ 

I. The rule of faith, or the standard of 
belief. 

II. The way of justification. 

III. The rule and principle of morals. 

The first of these I nave already handled, 

and shall now proceed to the 

11. The way of justification or accept- 
ance before God. 

I have selected this head as the second 
point bv which we may arrive at .some 
knowleoge of the bondage in which the 
Romish Church held its votaries, and of the 
liberty wherewith we are now made free, 
because it will be seen that almost the whole 
mass of error and absurdity which that 
Church has heaped up to blind and enslave 
mankind, may be traced to an error on this 
vital point, viz., the way of a sinner’s ac- 
ceptance with God. Hence Luther called 
it the doctrine of a falling or standing 
church ; that a church w^as spiritually alive 
or dead just in proportion as this doctrine 
was rightly or erroneously understood. 
With a sinner condemned by the law of 
God, and condemned in his ow n conscience, 
feeling that be hath violated God’s law, 
and that in consequence he is liable to his 
almighty wrath, actuated by guilty fears^ 
anticipating a future judgment, and appre- 
hensive of eveilasting punishment, if ho 
have any serious thoughts about his future 
safety, one of the first things that roost con- 
cern him is how he can find acceptance with 
God, Hence all men, in every condition 
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of ignorance, or barbarism, or wickedneas 
have had some way by which they expected 
to find «ocep(tanfl€ with God, and it ia re- 
markable tlm self-right^usneas haa cha^ 
racterized all ; that they hate all 
thought of appeasing God by some costly 
sacrifice, laborious and painful penances, 
or doing something which they thought 
would be acceptable to the God they wor- 
shipped ; that something might be charac- 
terized by cruelty, or even impurity, pro- 
vided it would please the God they had 
formed for themselves. 

It is this self-righteous spirit, this doctrine 
of human merit, that is the chief character- 
istic of the Romish faith. It is not the 
nnmixed merit of the heathen ; that could 
not well be after the word of God was 
professedly received ; but it is in reality 
as plainly and offensively maintained. They 
define justification to be “ a translation from 
a state of sin to a state of habitual grace, 
•and of the adoption of the sons of God by 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Dens, tom. 11. 
446. That is to say, that (he person is not 
only declared righteous in the sight of God, 
acquitted from guilt, and accepted on ac- 
count of the righteousness of Christ, but 
actually made righteous, and thereby enti- 
tled to salvaUon. That, in short, his sin 
itself is actually taken away, and, therefore, 
the Council of Trent declares, Can. 10, 11, 
sess. 6, ** If any one deny that by the grace 
of Christ, which is confessed in baptism, the 
guilt of original sin is remitted ; or even as-^ 
sert that the whole of that which constitutes 
the true aud proper nature or essence of sin 
is not taken away, but says, that it is only 
blotted out or not imputed, leLhim be ac- 
cursed.*’ Observe that this definition makes 
the sinner to be accepted on account of his 
inherent righteousness, and not on account 
of the righteousness of Christy accounted 
ours, and thus robs the Redeemer of his 
glory. It is this that, makes the doctrine 
of purgatory necessaiy ; because as it is 
plain that no man is perfect on earth, 
though the Roman-Church maiatains that 
perfection may he attained, there must be 
some way by which the soul may be purL 
lied before it can. be. admitted into the pre'<> 
sence of God, and this ihey say is done in 
purgatory, but of this 1 uudl speak here- 
afiet. 

In reference to the doctrine ofjiuUficatioa 
directly,thecreedofpc^ Puis,whkhohsm?ve 
nvQiy Roman Catimfie. must accept a& his 
creed^says, ** I endbraoeandreoeifOf U tifiags 


and every thing which have been defined and 
declared in the holy Council of Trent, con- 
cerning erigsnml sinand ju^ificationi Art. 4. 
The Comacil of Trent deereesj If any one 
shall say that men are justified only by the 
imputation of Christ’s righteousness, or only 
the remission of sins, exclusive of the grace 
and charity which is poured into the heart by 
the holy Spirit, and is inherent in him, or 
that the ^ce by Which we are justified is 
the favour of God alone ; in other words, 
that it is not something in ourselves and 
meriting justification, let him be anathema 
or accursed.” Accordingly, this Church 
farther maintains the doctrine of merit, and 
defines merit to be a good work, worthy of 
reward or return, and the Council of Trent, 
the paramount authority, decrees, (Sess. 6. 
Cap. 16. Can. 82.) “ If any one shall say 
that the good works of a justified man do 
not truly merit increase of grace, eternal 
life, and the actual possession {consecu* 
ilonem) of eternal life itself, and even an 
increase of glory, let him be accursed.” 

Such is the open and undisguised avowal 
of human merit as the means of procuring 
men eternal life ; a doctrine dishonouring 
to the Saviour, and as we shall see, preg- 
nant with every error and absurdity, and 
pregnant also with immorality and vice, 
I trust it is hardly necessaiy to show 
how contrary this doctrine is to the 
doctrine of Christ, the liberty with which 
Christ sets his people free. Part of that 
liberty, we have seen, consisted in de- 
liverance from the law as a covenant of 
works, from slavishly labouring to please 
God by the sinful and imperfect works of 
man. But this Popdsh doctrine sets men a- 
toiling by their own inventions, to atone for 
sin, and secure eternal life, a most hopeless 
work, as well as a work dishonouring to, the 
Saviour, through whose rigbteousness. alone 
salvation is obtained. It is clc^ that as all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God, all are liable to punishment. It is 
equally clear that as the law of God b per- 
fect, and pronouneos its punishment on the 
smaller violation, no man can be justL 
fied by tbe» works of the law, because he 
has, violated it, and it condemns him. 
Neither can he ba justified partly byhb 
own righteousness or obedience to thft kw 
of Go4 for the scripture declares, “ Clmst 
b becoma>of DO elfeot unto you, i^osoevor 
of you are juati^d by the law> ye are faUeu 
from grace.* 

by the 
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of^Ghrist only, in which by faith we are in- 
tereated, is most plainly declared in Scrip- 
ture. Thus ***^ the righteousness of 'God is 
by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon 
all them that believe ; for there is no di&r- 
ence : for all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God : being justified feebly 
BY HIS GRACE, throiigli the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus. Where is boasting then ? 
It is excluded. By what law ? of works ? 
Nay ; but by the law of faith. Therefore 
we conclude, that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law.” Rom. iii. 
22 — 24 ; 27, 28. “ By grace are ye saved 
through faith ; and that not of yourselves ; it 
is the gift of God : not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” Eph. ii. 8, 9. “ Enter not 
into judgment with thy servant : for in thy 
sight shall no flesh living bo justified.” Ps. 
o^iii. 2. “ When ye shall have done all 

those things which are commanded you, 
say. We are unprofitable servants : we 
have done that which it was our duty to 
do.” Luke xvii. 10. How, tiien, can we 
merit any thing, if it true, as declared 
in the Word of God, that even after we 
have done all that is commanded us, we are 
still unprofitable servants. 

Let us now observe how this popish doc- 
trine of justification by works and human 
merit nmst operate. 

We have seen that justification is de- 
fined to be a translation from ai state of sin 
to a state of grace, that is, as afterwards 
declared, to a state of inherent righteous- 
ness, on account of which the sinner is ac- 
cepted, If, then, this inherent righteousness 
is not completed on earth before the person 
can be admitted into the presence of a holy 
God, there must be some place of purifica- 
tion. Hence the doctrine of purgatory, with 
all its absurdities and enormities. Purga- 
tory is defined by Romish writers to be 
** that place in which the souls of those per- 
sons are purified who were not fully cleansed 
on earth, in order that they may be prepared 
for heaven, wherein nothing shall enter that 
defileth.” And the creed of Pone Pius IV, 
Art. 7, says, “ I constantly hold that there 
is a purgatory ; and that the souls detained 
there are asristed by the prayers of the 
fiiithful.” Con. Trent, Sess. 25, Dasret de 
Purgat. affirms, that “ there is a pmgatory, 
and that the souls there detained arehelp^ 
by the masses, payers, alms, and other good 
works of the living.” From this doctrine 
the people have an abundant source of 
merit, by the alms, prayers, and good works 


which they naay“ perform for the dead, and 
the priests ah abundant source of revenue ; 
and no one who is not extensively read in 
the history of popery, or who has not 
beheld its operation in countries wholly 
under the Romish sway, can have any idea 
of the follies committed in the belief of this 
doctrine— (in the masses and prayers* per- 
formed by the priest, and paid for by the 
people, for the relief of their departed rela- 
tives, and the legacies left by the dying for 
the same purpose. Often have I been soli- 
cited for money to pay for praying the souls 
out of purgatory and vet men tell us that 
this religion is Ranged. We have more 
charity for this religion than its votaries, for 
none of them admit any such change. This 
doctrine was not made an article of Romish 
belief till 1563. 

-Observe how derogatory flbis doctrine is 
to the honour of Chmt, and the eflicacy of 
his blood, and the power of his holy Spirit, 
attributing to puigatoriai fire what is due to 
him alone I How contrary to the Word of 
God, which declares, that it is appointed 
unto men once to die, and after this the 
Ju£%ment,” without any intermediate place 
of porification. “ To-day,” said our Sa- 
viour, “shaft thou be with me in paradise.” 
The dead are utterly unconscious of any 
thing on this earth, and cannot be benefited 
by any thing that man can do. Is. xxxviii. 
18. “ The grave cannot praise thee ; death 
cannot celebrate thee : they that go down 
into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.” 
Eecl. ix. 5, 6. “ The dead know not any 
thing, neither have they any more a re ward; 
for the memory of them is forgotten. Nei- 
ther have they any more a portion for ever 
in any thing that is done under the sun.” 
The Scriptures attribute such efficacy to the 
blood and to the Spirit of Christ, as to 
destroy altogether the notion of a purgatory, 
thus washed and sanctified, and justified in 
Christ's name, and by the Spirit of our God, 
saved us by the washing of regeneration. 
“ If we walk in the light, as he is in the 
lig^t, we have fellowship one with another ; 
and the blood of Christ cleanseth from all 
sin.” “ There is now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after tlie flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

• Every (me who Jtas travelled in the popish couiUrics 
in the south of Europe, has often seen processiona bego 
ging for this purpose, as well as monks, and persems 
tasticaliy Pressed in mock canonicals playlngthls avoca 
tion. Pictures of flames and IkUe flgua^tofepresent 
souls struggling to get out of the fires, are-paintra cm the 
ohurebet to excite Pity, and thus draw liKw mone^ ^ 
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** He in able to save them to the uttermost, lead for the living. Thus it is said m tha 
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever creed so often quoted, and whidi we quote 
liveth to intercession ft>r them.” Heb. as undeniable authority in the Church of 
vii. 25. ** I heard a voice from heaven, Rome, ** I also believe the saints who reigii 

saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead with Christ are to be venerated and invok^, 
which die in the Lord from henceforth; and that they offer prayers to God for us, 
¥ea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest and that their relics are to be adored.” It 
from their labours ; and Aeir works do fol- was not till the ninth century that the popes 
sow them.” Rev. xiv. i3. Paul had ** a claimed the power of canonizing dead sinful 


desire to depart and to be with Christ, 
which is far better.'* It is not probable he 
would have so spoken had it been to go 
into purgatory. 

f \ Out of this doctrine of purgatory and pray- 
ers for the dead, next arose the doctnne of 
indulgences — a doctrine out of which spring 
the most enormous impositions on the one 
hand, and vices and crimes on the other. In- 
dulgences are defined to be “ a remission of 
the temporal or temporary punishment due 
to sin by the decree of God, where its guilt 
and eternal punishment are remitted, and 
which may consist either of evil in this life, 
or of temporal, that is, temporary suffering 
in the next.” Every papist believes this, as 
declared in their adopted creed. Act 10, 
“ I affirm that the power of indulgences wai 
left by Christ to his church, and that th< 
use of them is very helpful to Christian peo- 
ple.” This doctrine was carried, about the 
time of the Reformation, to a fearful height, 
though it was only a modern doctrine, noi 
having been claimed by the Popes befon 
the 12th century. Indulgences “from ali 
tins, transgressions, and excesses, how enor- 
mous soever they may be,” were then sold. 
They were sold in millions, and at a great 
price in later times. They are sold at this 
day, and given for certain services. I ray- 
telf have seen it done, and possess the copy 
of one given to the pilgrims at Rome, which 
•I obtained when they were distributing to the 
poor creatures, who had come from a great 
distance to receive them. I need not stay 
to prove what an impious usurpation of the 
gerogatives of God and bis Christ this is. 
^one can forgive sins but God ; and how 
impious to think that the forgiveness of sin, 
the free gift of God through his Son Jesus 
Christ, may be purcliased for money, or that 
the merits of dead men are so great and 
Buperabondant that they may bo sold to 
•tone for the sins of the living. 

But as if to take cart; that God and his 
Christ were to be sufficiently stripped of 
ih^ honour, and man sufficiently degraded, 
they affirm not only that prayers are to be 
inaae by the living for the dead, but to the 


mortals, and making them objects of prayer. 
But the zeal of succeeding ages made up 
for the lateness of the invention, and saints 
that never existed, and rotten bones that 
never belonged to them have been abun- 
dantly adored. The lives of the saints make 
up mty-four massy folio volumes. Saints 
have been canonized that were a disgrace to 
humanity, and for doing actions at which 
humanity shudders, such as murdering, burn- 
ing heretics, treason, and rebellion ; and 
yet these monsters are to be adored ! Lei 
none say that these things only were. They 
arc still in the avowea recognised creeds 
and prayer books dmly used. 1 have seen 
thousands of persons prostrated in the ado- 
ration of rotten bones, in the Church of 
St. Peter's at Rome, and offering money 
at their shrines ; and I can most conscien- 
tiously say that the Virgin Mary and the 
saints are more devoutly worshipped than^ 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.^ 
It may be said that they are only invoked as 
helps to us, and as Papists say, ii we ask men 
to pray for us here, why may we not ask men 
to pray for us in heaven. The reason is, 
God has forbidden the one, and commanded 
the other, because the one is idolatry and 
the other is not ; and, moreover, it is in- 
vesting creatures with omniscience, as if 
they knew our thoughts and desires, which 
none can do but God. We can ask by 
word or letters a fellow-man to pray for us 
through the mediation of the Redeemer, 
but we can neither by word or letter con- 
vey this knowledge to dead men. 

How^ contrary is all this to the word of 
God, “ Thou snalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve.” 
“ There is one Mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus. “ If sm man 
sin we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.” “ There is 
none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we may be saved.” Wor- 
shipping of angels and men is expressly pro- 

• The present Pope calls the Virgin " Us greatest con- 
fidence, even the whole foundation of bis IfOpd ** 
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_ . iv. 1^* ** Let no mtoi 

fouf re^rd hi a voluntai^f boifiiiitjr 

«nd 1VO&8H1PHNQ 01* AKaBLS/' ActS X. 

As Poter was eoroing in, Comdliofi 
met him, and fell down at his feet, and 
worshipped him* But Peter took him up, 
saying, stand up ; I myself also am a man/’ 
IUy. xix. 10. And I fell at hh feet to 
worship him*” New what, can be thought 
of the hardihood and iniquity of the man 
Who could take th^e words as is done by 
the late Bishop Doyle, in his catechism, 
who quoted these words in proof of saint 
worship, leaving out the words that follow, 
“ and he said unto me. See thou do it not.” 
And as another specimen of this sort of 
dealing, the second commandment is left 
out, and the tenth divided into two. Closely 
connected with these points is the worship 
of images, pilgrimages to the tombs of sup- 
posed saints, or relics. Single bones are 
preserved and exhibited, as w'e have seen 
them, in gold and silver shrines. These 
are all authorized in the creed and Council 
80 often referred to ; but I must pass on, 
merely observing, that were I to recount 
the ridiculous legends detailed and believed 
on all these points, to describe the supersti- 
tious practices and puerile mummeries, lying 
miracles, and painful pilgrimages and pen- 
ances undertaken, of w hich I have not only 
read, but which I have seen, many days 
would not suffice. 

There is one other doctrine to which I 
will advert for one moment, viz., the doc- 
trine of transubstantiaiion and the mass. 
Using still tho same authorities, though not 
formally quoting them, for brevity’s sake. 
“ In«the most holy sacrament of the Kuch- 
aristi there is really and substantially the 
body and blood, together with the soul and 
divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ.” “ I pro- 
fess that in the mass offered is a true, proper, 
and propitiatory sacrifice for the quick (the 
living) and the dead.” Art. 15. They are 
pionoimced accursed who deny this. Now, 
only think of the grossness and impiety of the 
assertion, that awicked mortal can turn a bit 
of senseless paste, stirred, boiled, spread out, 
and cut by the hands of a priest, into Christ 
himself, and that this bit of paste so pre- 
pared is God,* and that when consecrated 

* Mr. Nangle, in his Letters to Dr. 

The writer is f^rspiially acquainted with a poprwoman 
in this Country, who was delivered fVom the influence of 
Popery in tiie following remarkable manner: — A friar 
Olio day came into her cabin, and, after the usual saluta- 
tions bad passed between them, be called for a saucepan. 
Placing tbe.viessel on Uiu bre, with a little water io it, he 


by tbe Maimry the priei^ it k a ktfe 
sacf^oe ibr tbe iituig and even the dead 
in pm’gatoiy. I ehati not detail to yoii 
the m peffenaiag maie, and all the 
ways by which it may be defeetive, as laid 
down in the Boman Wml, such as tho 
intention of the priest bang uniavour- 
able, the wafer being made not of pure 
wheatea flour, or the wine being oozra^ed, 
or if aa they even ridiculously provide for 
wafer being eaten by a mouse, or vom^ 
ited by the priest lOr person taking it, ortho 
blood, as they call it, being spilth and the 
Miest commanded to \i(k it up. What 
horrible abomination ! How degrading to 
the Son of God ! There are only tw^o ways 
•f accounting for it. 1st. The wickedness 
and delusion of Satan, who has set it up t)t> 
dishonour God’s Son, and the wickedness 
of men under his influence, who have set it 
up to exalt themselves ; because if a priest 
can create God, whmai men are te fall down 
and worship in his presence, as 1 have seen 
them do prostrate in the mire of the streets 
before the host, if he can make a sacrifice for 
the sins of men, which will have effect accord* 
ing to his favouraUo intention, what un- 
happy creature, believing all this, will dare 
dispute his power ? In fact he is a god to 
him, or as their own books say, in the 
place of God. 1 need not stay to show 
how totally contrary to scripture, as well 
as common sense, such doctrines are. Read 
only the following passages Heb. vfi. 26, 

took out of hu pocket a paper ooataining tome floqr, 
which ho poured into the saucepan, stirring It round, 

* as if,* to use niy infmbant's words, ‘ he WcOi making 
stirabout’ When the paste was thickened to the coau 
sistonce of wax, he ordered his hostess to provide him 
two smoothing-irons ; and havlno pressed the paste be- 
tween these instruments to the thinness of a wafer, he 
cut it into round pieces with a scissors, and then, hold- 
ing up one of these pieee^ he said—* When I have con. 
secrated ibis, whoever will not. believe it to be the very 
body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ, will bq 
damned to all eternity 1 ! i* It has been observed, that 
there is tmt a step between the aublirao and the ridicUr 
ious — the transition from superstition to scepticism may 
be equally rapid ; it was so in the mind of the fSriar’s 
hod passed the bound, and the spell was 
broken. *1 thought it,’ said she, * such folly and wick- 
edness to say, tliat the thing which the friar carded In 
bis pocket in a bit of paper^whu^ I saw tx>iled ia a 
saucepan on the fire— pressed out between two smootb- 
ing-irons, and clipped with a scissors, was Ood, and that 
I should trust in it and worship it, that 1 determhied 
never to enter a chapel again.’ The poor wj^man, not- 
withstanding much persdeutiem, has adhered to her reso- 
lution; and 1 would advke my Roman Catholic eou». 
tryraento follow her example ; for, however Dr, M*Hale 
and his more talented colleagues in the priesthood may 
exhibit superior tact in the manufacture of the wafer 
idol, ^nd cast a cloud of mystery around the wheaten 
deity, 'by a more dexterous management of theif Hobud 
aocui, yet their god is no beitter than the friart. The 
words of the Prophet arc as applicable to. the one as to 
the Other : * The wcAienuin made it,ttter«^e It is not 
Ood.’ HosoavttUfl.” 

2 R2 
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27. ** For such an high priest became os, 
irho ls holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
firom siniiers, and made higher than the 
heavens ; who needeth not daily, as those 
high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for 
his own sins, and then for the people's : for 
he did once, when he offered up him- 
self.” Heb. ix. 24 — 28. “ For Christ is 
not entered into the hol^ places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true ; 
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us : nor yet that he 
should offer himself often, as the high 
priest entereth into the holy place every 
year with blood of others ; (for then must 
he often have suffered since the foundation 
of the world ;) but now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared, to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as it 
is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment ; so Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many : and unto 
them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time, without sin, unto salvation.” 
Heb. ix. 12. Neither by the blood of goats 

and calves, but by his own blood, he en- 
tered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us.” Heb. 
X. 14. ** For by one offering he hath per- 
fected for ever them that are sanctified.” 

I have not mentioned the doctrine of 
auricular confession, or confession in the car 
of a priest, by which the Church of Rome 
enjoins, upon pain of anathema, the confes- 
sion of every sm in thought, word, and deed, 
and instructs the priest to question the de- 
Ijraded devotee on the most secret thoughts, 
Icclings, desires, and passions of humanity, 
to an extent more immoral and disgusting 
than it is possible to declare, and this, no 
doubt, that the creature thus degraded, may 
be in the entire power and mercy of the 
priest. I have not spoken of extreme unc- 
tion, by which the priest can forgive the venial 
sins of the dying, nor of the supremacy of the 
church by which it claims power over all 
churches, over all baptized persons, to seize 
them, compel them to reemve the faith, or 
suffer punishment, imprisonment, confiisca- 
tion of J^ods, and even death, though it is 
not alwys convenient to enforce this hor- 
rible tight which it claims ; of the power 
claimed by the pope, over states, emperors, 
kinp^, and princes, to absolve subjects from 
their alte^anoe as the vicar of Christ. If 
any one deny that these doctrines are 
mmntuined by the Church of Rome, we can 
only say he denies it \n utter ignorance of 


her creeds and authorized books. If any 
Roman Catholic denies (hat he receives 
them, though in their books, then he is 
either renouncing his own creed, or using 
one of those falsehoods for his Church, 
which that church in its pernicious morality 
permits and sanctions. 

This brings us to notice very shortly the 

III. Point, viz., the rule andjprinciole of 
morals. 

It might be supposed, that persons who 
had such notions of the merit of human ac- 
tions to obtain the favour of God and even 
eternal life, as we have already seen, could 
have no very high notions of the purity, 
extent, and immutable obligation of the 
divine law, and that there were circum- 
stances in which the demands of that per- 
fect law might be dispensed with. Accord- 
ingly, the Church of Rome makes a dis- 
tinction in morals, viz., the distinction of 
venial and mortal sin — that some sins are 
pardonable, and others not, that is, even in 
justified persons. Thus, Cone. Trent. Sess. 
5. Canons 25 and 27. “ If any one shall 
say, that a righteous man sins in every good 
work, at least venially, or which is more 
intolerable mortally, let him be accursed.” 
“ If any one shall say, that there is no wor- 
tal sin, except infidelity, or that grace once' 
received cannot be lost by any other sin 
than infidelity, however great and enor- 
mous, let him be accursed.” Observe that 
some sins arc venial, and do not imply the 
loss of grace, or, as they express it, “ does 
not infer the spiritual death of the soul,’ 
and only induces “ the guilt of temporal 
punishment.” A sin may become venial, 
from the kind or species, from the smSLlliiess 
of the matter, from an imperfect delibera- 
tion or imperfection of the act.” And the 
following are some of the instances given : 
idle words, a jocular or officious lie, emo- 
tions of hatred or of manslaughter, when 
the act is not completed, “ the stealing of a 
penny,” ** small excess in drinking ;” and 
to give all due license in those matters, it juf 
declared, ” that many venial sins ianpot 
constitute one mortal sin, b^ause they 
differ altogether in their nature.” Dens, 
vol. I. How contrary to the doclarationa 
of Scripture, which say, “ Whosoever sh^l 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, is guilty of ^1.” “ Every idle wor^ 
that man shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof at the- day ol’ judgment !” And oiir 
Saviour makes murder and adultery to cou- 
sUt in the very thoughts of the hei^rt. 
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On the doctrine of onths, it will not be 
necerory to enter fully. Various ways are 
menrioned» in which the obligation of an 
oath ceases ; and the question is «sked, 
To whom the power of dispensing with an 
oath is competent? and it is answered, To 
the Pope, and to the bishops, though not 
to parish priests. And the doctrine is laid 
down, that oaths to interfere with the wel- 
fare of the Church are perjuries — tliat a 
succeeding oath cannot absolve from a for- 
mer one ; and as every Roman Catholic is 
bound by an oath to his church, therefore 
any other which militates with the first is a 
peijury, and therefore not binding. 

Brethren, you will easily see why it is 
necessary to shut up the light of the Bible, 
in a church maintaining such doctrines and 
such morals. They could not long abide 
the light of heavenly truth. 

After this outline of the nature of the 
bondage from which we have been deliver- 
ed, surely it is unnecessary to say that 
gratitude well becomes us for our glorious 
privileges. Circumstances attended the 
Reformation from popery, so very singular 
in the preservation of its great champions 
in different countries, of Luther in Germany 
and of Knox in our country, amid all the 
snares laid for their lives, and the enemies 
that thirsted for their blood, in the infidel 
indifference of the reigning Pope, to the 
ravings, as he thought, of an obscure Ger- 
man monk, in disposing the hearts of good 
princes and nobles, and the worldly interests 
of bad, so as to cause them all to combine 
to the promotion of the great cause of Pro- 
testantism, such as to call for the recognition 
of the hand of God even from historians not 
much disposed to behold his hand in the 
government of the world. While gratitude 
is due to the Almighty, the first great source 
of all good, light and life, to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the CTeat Head of the Church, to 
the blessed Spirit who takes of the things 
that are Christ’s, and shows them unto us, 
and who showered down so abundantly his 
precious gifts on the churches of the Re- 
rbrmation, gratitude is due also to the men 
whom God chose as his instruments to work 
out his will ; and though we are not per- 
mitted to render them idolatrous veneration, 
er to believe that they can merit favour to 
being themselves the partakers of free 
i-edeeming graee, and how’ ascribing all to 
the Son of God, saying, " Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, niid atrength, and ho- 


nour, and glorv, and blessing yet we ai« 
permitted to cherish their great names with 
respect and attachment, and are bound to 
be “followers of them who came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb to be “ foUowers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the pro* 
raises.” And, my friends, how pitiful is it 
to think that there are many shallow-minded 
and irreligious persons who affect to con- 
sider these men as a sort of religious bar- 
barians, without learning and without the 
gentler feelings of humanity. They were 
men assuredly who considered the glory of 
God and the salvation of immortal souls 
from eternal condemnation, and the deliver- 
ance of mankind from civil and spiritual 
bondage, as of more importance than the 
frivolities of human courtesy, but men 
whose learning has seldom been equalled, 
and scarcely ever surpassed— whose gener- 
ous self-devotedness and disinterested rolin- 
quishment of all personal advantages for the 
welfare of souls, and the good of their seve- 
ral countries, and whose enduring legaclci 
blessings have never been excelled by unin- 
spired man. And who arc the persons who 
thus manifest so little gratitude to these 
men ? Men, some of whom though men of 
learning, were irreligious and infidel, frivo- 
lous and selfish, who never lost an hour’s 
repose for the benefit of their country, and 
whose names, though they may survive, 
will be remembered, as men remember those 
who have played their part on the stage of 
time for the amusement of their fellows, 
but have left no lasting benefit behind. 
Many of them are persons, utterly ignorant of 
history, of religion and human nature, and 
who expect to get the character of enlight- 
ened, by laughing at all that has gone before 
them. Let us, my friends, judge more 
truly ; let us cherish a grateful remem- 
brance of them ; let us, above all, cherish 
their enduring principles. “ If the l^forma^ 
tion was worth obtaining, it is worthy main- 
taining.” Make yoursmves acqusunted witi^ 
its principles, they are a precious treasi^ 
Stand fast in the liberty wherewi&0hrist 
hath made us free, and be not entimgled 
again with the y oke of bondage.” There is 
danger to it, be assured, in tins prevalency 
of mlsc principles, and in the advance of 
Popery. The best security X can suggest is- 
that ye be Christ’s freemen ind^, and 

f row in grace, and in tlm knowledge of out 
mrd and Saviour Je^ Chriet. Amen. 
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THE DUTY OF HAVINO 4 COINSCIENCE VOID OP tHPPENCE 
TOWARD GOD AND TOWARD MEN; 

A SERMON, 

By the Rev. ALEXANDER NICOL, 

Ab(^een. 


“ And herein do I exercise myse^ to have always a conscience noid of pffence toward 
' Oody and toward men*' — Acts xxiv. 16 . 


Never did a clear conscience appear to 
be of greater advantage than in the situa- 
tion in which Paul stood when he pro- 
nounced the words which we have just now 
read to you. The accusation wherewith 
he was charged could not have been more 
weighty or heinOus ; because he was accused 
of sedition, of impiety, of attempting to 
raise a tumult among the Jews, and of 
profaning the temple. That hia case was 
not considered as a common and ordinary 
one, but ranked among those of greater 
consequence, which could not be judged at 
Jerusalem, would appear from his being car- 
ried to Cesarea, before the governor of the 
province. His opponents could not have 
been more powerful, or vested with greater 
authoritJ^ Ananias the High Priest, and 
the elders, had gone down in person to 
Cesarea to support, by their presence and 
influence, the cause against our Apostle. 
The witnesses could not have been more 
prejudiced nor more dangerous. Tliey were 
composed of a multitude of Jews, animated 
with a zeal for their law, who believed that 
they were doing God good service, in per- 
secuting a man who had done injury to re- 
ligion by new doctrines. The advocate 
‘they emplo/ed could not have been more 
eloquent nor more cunning. He was the 
orator Tcrtullus, who, in this cause, studi- 
ously employed air the art of his ju’ofcssion, 
and all the influence of flattery, to the judge. 
The judge himself could not have been more 
suspicious ; because Felix was a politician, 
who, in causes of this kind which regarded 
sedUioife did not so much consider the inno- 
cence df the person accused* as the repose 
of the prdvince and the authority of the 
emperor. Thus Paul had to struggle against 
prejudice, power/ bigotry, preposseisMoii, 
eloquence, and reasons of state. And what 
did he oppose to all these enemies ? He 
a|]^aTed alone, without counsel or advo- 
; and what defence made he ? He em- 


loyed none of the figures of rhetoric ; he 
ad not recourse to questions of right ,* he 
made use of no learned discussions ; he en- 
deavoured not to soften his judge by flat- 
tery. He fortified himself in the rectitude 
of his conscience : “ Herein do I exercise 
myself, to have always a conscience void of 
offence toward God and toward men.” He 
appeals from those who persecuted him to 
the great God, Wore whom he had walked 
all his life in sincerity of heart — ^from the 
multitude of those who were his enemies, to 
all the rest of mankind, before whom his con- 
duct had been Irreproachable ; and he op- 
poses to the artifice of Ter toll us and the 
policy of Felix the purity of his conscience : 
“ I exercise myself to have always a con- 
science void or offbnee.” In this conscienoe 
I find a witness who clears me, an advocate 
who pleads for me, a judge who acquits me, 
and a superior authority- which relieves me 
from all the injustice men can do me. If 
we were to attempt a panegyric on the 
apostle Paul, we might view, step by step, 
this Christian hero in all the circumstances 
of his life, and show, that in no instance he 
departed from the assertion advanced in 
our text. Rut we shall confine oursel ves to 
what will be of more general use, and shall, 
therefore, consider our text not as it per- 
sonally regards the apostle Paul, but vrith 
respect to the model therein presented to 
all those who call themselves Christiana. 
Our intention is not to give the history of 
our Apostle*8 life, but to point out the way 
for regulating. our own. 

With this design in view, the following 
discourse will divide itself into four parts. 
The first is the principle and the guide of a 
good man’s actions, A conscience void ,.of 
offence.*’ ; The second is the extent ot tWs 
principle* which rospCcts every riling wherein 
religion and, probity are concerned* God 
and men, “ toward God and toward men,*’ 
The third is the ccmstancy and perseverance 
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of this principle, which extends to all the 
actions of life “ always and the last is, 
what we must do, and the vigilance we must 
practice, in order to have a conscience void 
of offence, “ I exercise myself.” 

The first thing observable in our text is 
the prindple of a good man's conduct, “ a 
conscience void of offence.” The principle 
which regulates our actions ought to be a 
conscience void of offence. The word con- 
science is one of those terms which all men 
understand better than they can express, 
and which they darken, instead of clearing 
up, when they attempt to explain it too 
minutely. . : 

Without, therefore, entering upon those 
questions, and pretending to decide whether 
the conscience belongs to the understand- 
ing or to the will, to the heart or to the 
memory, we say that conscience is that in- 
ward light which shows us what is right and 
what is wrong, which judges of our different 
actions, and then either accuses or excuses 
us, either acquits or condemns us, terrifies 
9r comforts us, agreeably to the favourable 
or unfavourable testimony it bears us. A 
conscience ” void of offence,” is a consci- 
ence so distinct in its knowledge, so wise 
in its deliberations, so impartial and upright 
in its decisions, that it pronounces always 
in favour of what is good and upright ; a 
conscience which, after having thus pro- 
nounced, causes a man to act agreeably to 
its decisions, and induces him to practise 
those actions it approves, or to shun those 
which it condemns, in such a manner that 
lie finds nothing within to hurt or molest 
him ; nothing for w'hich he cannot give 
himself a good account. Now, it is such a 
conscience that ought to regulate our ac- 
tions, because without it we are possessed 
neither of direction in what is our duty, nor 
of any consolation in life. Without such a 
conscience we are ignorant of our duty, for 
all the laws and precepts which God has 
laid down for the regulation of our conduct, 
have no power or efficacy but in as far as 
they are sanctioned to us by the decision 
of the congpfince, and have its impression 
and seal. \ God who governs the world by 
Tiis proviHence, governs man by the minis- 
try of the conscience, which is as a subsri- 
;tute who speaks for him, who holds his 
I place in our hearts, and is to us instead of 
I the Divinity. God said to Moses, ” See 1 
j have made thee a god to Pharaoh,” i. e. 
/ thou shalt publish my laws to him, thou 
' abalt enforce the execution of them, and in- 
flict punishment for the breach of them, in 


my name and in my stead. We may say 
that God has given a like commission to 
the conscience to be the interpreter of his 
will, to second it, and to give it weight by 
exhortations and remonstrances, lienee 
the ancient fathers, and even heathen phi. 
losophers, have called the conscience an 
etenial light, a supreme intelligence, that 
is as a guardian angel to our souls, and 
serves as our guide and instructor. Hence 
we conclude, that the man who shakes off 
the yoke of this interior light, and who re- 
gulates not his conduct agreeably to the 
directions of an upright conscience, is in- 
capable of walking in the right road, has no 
bridle to check his career, all the steps he 
takes lead him to guilt and pprdition. As 
the man who is insensible to the sensations 
of the pain and pleasure which God has con- 
joined with our corporeal functions, and which 
serve as monitors that teach us what we 
ought to shun or to seek after for the accom- 
modation of OUT outward frame : as such a 
man would evidently be approaching his 
dissolution and death, so also the man who 
does not consult, or who pays no regard to 
the forebodings, the desires, or the tears of 
his conscience, gives a mortal wound to his 
soul, and delivers himself over to all the 
disorders of sin. For what these percep- 
tions of sense are to the body for its preser- 
vation, the same are the suggestions of 
conscience for the health of the soul, and 
for its preservation against the temptations 
which solicit to sin. What then must be- 
come of him who has depraved this prin- 
ciple? He will be entangled in all the 
snares which are laid for him ; he will 
tumble from precipice to precipice, and heap 

iniquity upon iniquity. 

“ The light of the rodylTthe eye,” says 
the Son of God, “ if, therefore, thine eye 
be single thy whole body shall be full of 
light, but if thine eye be evil thy whole 
body shall be full of darkness ; if, therefore, 
the light that is in thee be darkness, how great 
is that darkness ?” The eye in these words, 
signifies purity of intention, uprightness of 
conscience, which does the same office in 
guiding moral actions that the eye does in 
conducting our outward steps. What oui 
Saviour tnen, in these words, means, is, 
that a man’s eye, when it loses the faculty 
of seeing, spreads an universal darkness all 
around ; as the connexion between tlie 
inward and the outward light ceases, every 
thing that presents itself is involved in oIk 
scurity, and assumes the tincture of his eye. 
So the man who is destitute of the inward^ 
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ligfit of the coiwctencd walks in dafkfttow, 
iill his acticras bear the character of th#mis- 
^liided principle that produces them, and 
in Whatever he does he never fails to offend 
“God. “ Every thing that is done without 
faith is sin,” says the apostle Paul, i. e. 
every thing that is done without the assur- 
ance, with the integrity of an irreproachable 
conscience, is sin. Prayers shall, in the 
language of David, (Ps. cix. 7.) become sin, 
and in the language of Solomon, (Pr. xxviii. 
9.) an abomination ; the plowing of the 
wicked, says the wise man, is sin; things the 
most indifferent are defiled, all things are 
impure to the man who is impure. What- 
ever he touch, whether it be bread, or wine, 
Or oil, or any meat, cannot be sanctified to 
a man who is defiled by a legal pollution, 
according to the decision which is recorded 
in the secoiidohapter of the prophet Haggai, 
how much more must this be the case in 
respect to the man who is defiled by moral 
uncleannesB ? But the man who regulates 
himself by a conscience void of offence, finds 
from w'ithin himself a general direction for 
all his duties, and opens to himself a road 
which will lead him to virtue and happiness. 
“ The end of the commandment,” says the 
apostle Paul, <1 Tim. i. 5.) “ is charity out 
of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, 
and of faith unfeigned.” Let us draw 
near to God,” says the apostle to the Heb. 
X. 22. “in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 

We say, in the second place, that we 
ought to regulate our actions by a conscience 
void of offence, because without it we can- 
not have pleasure in what we do, because 
without it we expose ourselves to continual 
ousery and unhappiness. How great a 
laakfortune is it to be at variance with one’s 
«eJf, to be drawn asunder by perpetual con- 
tradictions, to become one’s own tormentor 
and greatest enemy, to carry in one’s own 
bosom a fire that consumes, a w^orm that 
gnaws, without the possibility of getting rid 
of them. How uneasy a situation is it to 
hear, in the language of Job xv. 21, ** A 
dreadful sound in one’s ears, to be always 
wiuted for of the sword,” “to be chased,” 
as it kt oppressed ki Levit. xxvi. 86, ‘^ by tbe 
soimdiof a shaken leaf,” to see the thunders 
of heaven over one's head, hell open at his 
feet, and every thing forebcwling destruction 
and ruin. Such w as the case of Cain after 
he had committed tmirder. The innocent 
th^e of ids brother Abel pursued him ; Us 
voice had in it sooiethiiig' which he eotdd 


not endure ; he wjmdered as a va^bond 
not knowing what to do, carrying ^ 
morse over the face of the earth, fleeing 
from every thing, fleeing even from him. 
self. God must encourage, comfort, and 
grant him a safeguard. * After all this, his 
conscience more rigorous than God himself 
could not forgive him ; • and although there 
were at that time but few people on the 
earth, and all of them his brothers and 
sisters, he fancied to himself an host of 
enemies, and believed that he saw as many 
different deaths as different objects, “ Ev'cry 
one that frndeth me shall slay me.” Such 
was the case of Belshazzar when he pro- 
faned the vessels of the temple, surrounded 
by his princes, wives, and concubines, at a 
time when every thing yielded to his autho- 
rity, when he swam in pleasure, he suddenly 
perceived a hand that wrote characters on 
the wall, “then his countenance was changed 
and his thoughts troubled him, so that the 
joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees 
smote one against another.” What was 
the cause of such extraordinary terror ? 
He could not read the writing, and how 
did he know whether it foreboded good or 
evil to him I The wise men of his kingdom 
when consulted could not read the writing 
nor make known the interpretation thereof. . 
Why not wait for more kisight into the 
matter ? It w as not necessary ; his con- 
science, the just commentary of the writing, 
more quick-sighted than his eyes, more in- 
telligent than all the wise men at his court, 
recalled to him his profanation and sacrilege, 
and, in effect, explained to him the writing 
of the very characters of which he was 
ignorant. 

But behold, on the other hand, the^gfoqiL) 
man, to w hom a conscience void of offence 
affords a continual feast, and fills him with 
contentment, by enabling him to adopt the 
following language ; — I walk in a pleasant 
way, in uprightness and sincerity. What- 
ever happen to me, I have always a right 
to hope : if I am in an error, I can presume 
that God w'ill pardon the involuntary faults 
into which I fall, for want of better informa- 
tion, as he pardoned Mie apostle Paul, what 
he had done from ignorance before his con- 
version. If I am surrounded with misfor- 
tune and disgrace, I will make to myself a 
rampart of my integrity ; to it I will retreat 
as to a place of safety, assured that the evils 
of this life shall not come nigh me, «t least 
to hurt or overwhelm me. I will say with 
Job, who w*as happy that he had preserved 
a good conscience amid the universaUoss of 
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uhat of this world he possessed, (xxvii. 5,) : 
“ I will not remoYo my integrity from me. 1 
My righteousness I hold fast, and will not 
let it go ; my heart shall not reproach me 
so long as I live.” If the calumny of my 
enemies blacken my character, and expose 
me to ridicule in this world, I will make 
myself amends by the secret applause which 
my conscience will give me. “ For our 
rejoicing is this/* says the apostle Paul, (2 
Cor. i. 12,) “the testimony of our conscience, 
that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not 
with fleshly wisdom, we have had our con- 
versation in the world.” In fine, when I 
am about to leave this world, and find my- 
self in the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil ; because my conscience 
w ill present to my view a favourable God, 
and ray consolation in these sad momenta 
w ill be to lay open before him, w’ith king 
Hezekiah, ray manner of life : “ Remember 
now, O Lord, I beseech thee, how I have 
walked before thee in truth, and with a per- 
fect heart, and have done that which is good 
in thy sight.** Is. xxzviii. 3. 

II. The second thing w'e proposed to 
consider was the extent of conscience which 
regards all the commandmente of God, and 
includes the duties of the first and second 
table, “ toward Godi and toward man.** 
These are the two objects which an upright 
conscience ought equally to attend to. All 
the errors of conscience proceed from men's 
attending to the one of these objects to the 
prejudice of the other. All sinners w'ho 
iiave not altogether rebelled against their 
consciences, have compounded with it, in 
order to lessen their duty either to God or 
to man. They have divided themselves 
into two classes. The one class has chosen 
men, and neglected God, and those of the 
other have been faithful observers of the 
duties towards God, in order to get rid of 
those they owe to man. Those who com^ 
pose the first class make it an inviolable law 
to render to men their due, honour to whom 
honour is due, tribute to whom tribute ; to 
be just in their dealings^; true to their word, 
charitable to the poor, compassionate to the 
distressed, and complaisaiM; to all the world. 

> But w ith respect to God, and what is called 
religion, to impress upon their minds just 
sentiments of it, to be assiduous in tte e:^ 
efetses; of public and private devotios^ it 
v'hat tliey care not for makii^ a -matter of 
conscience. With these we may rank those 
heathens who, in other respects, careful to 
|ireserve the interest of their neighbours, 
and the rights of society, yet disregarded 


religioir, and did not render to the IMvinky 
the giory which was due to him ; and with 
them we may join those who, in the very’ 
bosom of Christianity, boast of their acting 
like honest heathens, and who confine all 
man’s duty to natural equity. 

On the other hand, a second class of men 
is to be found, w4io confine all their religion 
1 to the duties they owe to God, who show' 
tliemselves zealous defenders of sound doc- 
trine, constant in their attendance upon 
j public worship, at home regular in prayings 
praising, and reading the Scriptures ; but 
j observe them in their dealings with man- 
kind, and you will find that all this appear- 
ance of devotion is only a fine outside, in- 
tended to cover their avarice, their dupli- 
city, and their injustice ; or, at most, but a 
pretext for deceiving themselves, and ior 
making themselves amends on 4|Ban, for all 
the pain they suffer in the service of God. 

Would you have some examples of such 
characters? Herod had a conscience to- 
wards God, because the sanction of an oath 
did not allow him to refuse what he had 
promised ; but he bad no conscience to- 
w'ards man, because he did not blush to 
defile himself with Heredias, his brothers 
wife, and put John the Baptist to death. 
Saul had a conscience tow'ards God, as he 
told the people (I Sam. xiv. 3fi,) that they 
had transgressed the law of God by eating 
blood ; but he had no conscience tow’ards 
man, when he caused eighty-five innocent 
priests to be put to death. This character 
is eminently exemplified in the conduct of 
the Jews, who persecuted the Saviour of 
the world. In it wc see a strange mixture 
of reverence for God, and cruelty to men. 
They thought it a case of conscience to 
take the price of blood from Judos ; but 
they did not think conscience concerned 
when they first gave it to him. They 
thought it unlawful to put the thirty pieces 
of silver into the treasury, because they 
wwe^he price of blood ; but they found no 
difficulty in stain^ themselves by the efiu- 
sioa of innocent blood. The regard they 
had for the Sabbath infused a fear, but led 
them not to allow the body of Christ* to 
remain hanging on the cross on that day; 
but justice did not prevent them' from nail- 
ing that very body on the ciossy in order to 
gi^ tliek revenge 1 

It thus tlmt men manage their cor^- 
science suitably to their inclinatioDs, with a 
view of their more easily discharging what 
they take to be their duty; it is tlms that 
they form tl>€ resolution of being 
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that they may not be honest men, or of 
being honest men that they may be able, as 
they think, to dispense with the practice of 
religion. The distinction is impossible, as 
it tends to separate things absolutely inse- 
parable. There can be no conscience to- 
wards men without conscience towards 
God, and no conscience towards God with- 
out conscience towards man. There can, 
we say, be no conscience towards man 
without conscience towards God ; for, from 
whence arise the different obligations of 
man to roan, and all the duties which bind 
the conscience, with respect to society, but 
from the principles of religion, which esta- 
blishes, strengthens, and enforces them— ^ 
from what do they arise but from regard to 
God, that regard which is the great rule 
and the superior law ? That binds us to 
all the duties we owe our neighbour, as well 
as to the worship we owe to the Supreme 
Being. Other authority is not sufficient 
to check our attempts against the repose 
and interest of our neighbour. Reason 
darkened by sin, and the dread of temporal 
punishment, are so weak defences for this 
purpose, that men do not think themselves 
sufficiently secure against the perfidy of 
mankind, but, by the sanction ot an oath, 
which is a profession of religion. 

Indeed, man, if devoid of this respect for 
God, would consider himself as his chief 
end, would confine every thing to himself, 
would be influenced neither by the hope of 
reward nor by tiie fear of punishment, and 
would find nothing to prevent him from 
sacrificing his neighbour’s interest to his 
own desires, as long as he thought he could 
not hurt his own interest in this life. This 
was the opinion of the emperor Constantius 
Chlorus, father of the great Constantine. 
This prince was a heathen, but he indis- 
criminately took into his service both hea- 
thens and Christians. One day, with a 
view to try them, he commanded all the 
Christians of his household either to re- 
nounce their faith and become heathens or 
quit their office. As at times men are 
to be found who acknowledge no other 
kiiTgs but Caesar, and who prefer the favour 
of their prince to that of their God, some of : 
them sacrificed to idols ; but others of them 
renounced their worldly interest that they 
might preserve their religion. After this 
what did the emperor ? He recalled and 


oontinued in hU lervice all those who had 
been faithful to their God, and dismissed, 
with disgrace, those who, from avarice or 
ambition, had abjured the Christian futh. 
He went u|^n the supt^sition, that a man 
who is a traitor to his God, would never be 
faithful to his prince, and that iii order to 
be a good subject and a good servant, a 
man must be devout and religious. It is 
therefore true, that one cannot have a con- 
science towards men, unless he has a con 
science towards God. 

Let us reverse the proposition, and we 
shall be convinced that there is no consci- 
ence towards God where a conscience to- 
wards man- is wanting. For what good 
purpose does religion or a regard to God 
answer, when, in other respects, a man has 
no tender conscience towards his fellow- 
men, but prostitutes it to every kind of in- 
justice and outrage against his neighbour 
This is but the phantom, a false appearance 
of religion. “ If any man among you;’ 
says tb© apostle, James i. 26, “ seem to be 
religious and bridleth not his tongue, this 
man’s religion is vain.” If any man, as if 
he had said, give free liberty and an un- 
bounded license to his tongue, in such a 
manner, that without measure and without 
charity he blackens his neighbour’s chai^c- 
ter and robs him of his honour, this man 
ought to know that his religion is vain and 
imaginary. The apostle docs not say that 
he ofirends against or hurts religion, but that 
his religion is vain, and that it gets the name 
of religion only by an abuse of language. 
God cannot be worshipped by such who 
throw a reproach upon religion, and who 
cover their baseness under the specious pre- 
text of his glory. 

But independent of this extent of con- 
science in regard to its objects there is in 
it another thing, its constancy and perse- 
verance throughout all the actions of life. 
This constancy and perseverance of the 
conscience may be called the distinguishing 
mark of a conscience void of offence. 
“ Herein do I exercise myself to have” al- 
ways “ a conscience void of offence toward 
God and toward men.” 

This is the third thing we proposed to 
consider, but we cannot at present enter 
upon it May God follow with his blessing 
what on this subject hath been advanced 
agreeable to his will. Amen. 
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